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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE 


Of late we have been trying to expedite the publication of volumes 
in the Fort William — India House Correspondence series under Scheme I 
of the publication programme. Volume I edited by Dr. IC. K. Datta was 
brought out in April 1959 and Volume XIII was released for sale in June. 
The present volume is the third to be brought out in the course of the 
year. 

The period covered by this volume is 1782-5 and it contains the 
relevant records of the late Public Department. 

In bringing out this volume I have to express my gratitude to the 
Director General of Archaeology, Government of India, for supplying 
photographic copies of some of the illustrations printed in the volume. 
My thanks are also due to my colleagues in the Publications Division of 
the Department without whose ungrudging help and co-operation, it 
would not have been possible to bring out the volume in such a short time. 


National Archives of India, 
New Delhi, 

2 December rpyp. 


K. D. Bhargava 
Director of Archives, 
Government of India. 
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INTRODUCTION 


^HE letters edited in this volume cover the period extending from 

1782 to 1785. Of these the year 1782 has rightly been styled 
as an annus mirabilis, a year of wonders, because it was remarkable 
from many points of view in the history of the world. In Europe it 
witnessed the repulse of the Franco-Spanish attack on Gibraltar; in Eng- 
land it saw the resignation of Lord North’s ministry ; in Ireland it 
hailed the establishment of Grattan’s Parliament ; in the West Indies 
it rejoiced at the great naval victory which Admiral Rodney won over 
the French fleet; and in India it marked the death of Haidar Ali.^ The 
interest of the letters under review is further heightened by the fact 
that they deal with the last three years of the administration of Warren 
Hastings, and with the next year which marked the change over to that 
of Sir John Macpherson, who succeeded Warren Hastings as the 
Governor General of India. . 

The letters are not so much a catalogue of political events as a 
storehouse of information on the varied activities of the East India 
Company during the four years under review. They help us to recast 
to some extent the judgement which historians have passed on 
Warren Hastings, and to have a more correct idea of the internal ad- 
ministration of the Bengal Government which then controlled the 
destiny of the other Presidencies of India. They contain a wealth of 
detail pertaining to maritime and naval matters, judicial and military 
administration, education and health, agriculture and famine relief, 
which go to prove that the Government of Fort William was as mindful 
o-f the internal affairs of the Company as of the welfare of the millions 
of people whom fortune had by now placed under its aegis. 


The Governor General and the Court of Directors 

The letters have a direct bearing on the position and powers of 
the Governor General and on the relationship of that high dignitary with 
the Court of Directors. It is well known that all was not well either 
among the Councillors at Fort William or among the Directors at 
London, although the relations between .the two bodies continued to 
be, on the whole, cordial till about 1780. To add to the difficulties there 
were the defects in the Regulating Act of 1773, the uncertain position' 
which the judiciary occupied at Calcutta, and the continued rivalry 
and ill-feeling between the Councils at Fort William and 
Fort St. George. Against this background appears the masterful 

1 Vincent Smith, Oxford History of India (2nd ed, Oxford, 1928), p. 535. 
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figure of ^Varrcn Hastings who steadfastly maintained his 
position, privileges, and powers, though in so doing he came into 
constant conflict with the Directors. If the year 1782 was a year of 
wonders for the world, it w'as a year of woe for the Governor General. 
In that year he advanced three lakhs of rupees to Chimnaji Bhonslc 
for securing his withdrawal from iBengnl and some money to the Council 
for meeting the expenses of the Maraiha War which was being fought 
at that time ; but both transactions were disapproved by the Directors.® 
In the same year, the Court expressed its great astonishment and cons- 
ternation at the Governor General's disobedience of the positive orders 
of the Court relating to the despatch of the annual consultations and 
revenue letters, which containc<l “ many interesting transactions.”® 
Next came the .vexed question of the judiciary. The Governor General 
was admonished for appointing Sir Robert Chambers, Judge of tlic 
Supreme Court, as the President of the Chief Court at Chinsura, and 
ordered not to make in future any appointment to the judiciary cither 
in that city or elsewhere.* The Governor General’s appointments in 
the purely political field were likewise repugnant to the Directors. 
The agreement entered into between the Fort William Government and 
the Nawab of the Carnatic in March 1781, being neither necessary 
nor expedient, was ordered to be annulled in 1782. In the same year 
the Court disapproved of the appointments of Richard Joseph Siilivan 
and James Lucy Dighton as representatives of the Bengal Govcnimcnt 
at Madras and Bombay for negotiating with the neighbouring princes.' 
These appointments were revoked as the Directors considered the Gover- 
nors and Councils of the two Presidencies quite capable of carrying 
on the negotiations themselves. When the Governor General in 1782 
wished to reduce the Raja of Tanjore to penury, he was severely re- 
primanded by the Court which, as we shall see in a later context, 
had guaranteed to the Raja and his family "the quiet possession of 
his country.”* In the same year (1782) the Governor General was com- 
pelled by the Court to reinstate Francis Fowke as the Resident at 
Benares, and John Bristow as the Resident at Oudh.® In the military 
field, the Governor General was likewise restricted in the use of his 
powers of appointment and dismissal. He was ordered to appoint field 
officers only in consultation with the Commander in Chief (Sir Eyic 
Coote), and was not allowed to promote officers without the Court’s 
approval.® The Governor General, however, disregarded these directives, 
for in 1785 the Court, referring to a previous order passed in 1782, reite- 
rated its decision that the Governor General should not make any such 
appointment in future on any pretence whatsoever,® The Court never 
lost an opportunity of exercising the strictest vigilance over the actions 
of the Governor General. It rebuked him for the indifference he was 

® Letter fwm Court, 25 January 1782, paras. 127-30. 

® Letter from Court, 30 April 1782, para. 2. 

* Letter from Court, 12 July 1782, para 36. 

® IVid., paras. 53, 60. 

* Letter from Court, 28 August 1782, paras. 2-3. 

’’ Ihid., paras. 4-6. 

* Ibid., para. 39. 

^Letter from Court, 21 September 1785, para. .9. 
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alleged to have shown to the "brave officers of the army and navy" whci 
had been taken prisoners by Tipu Sultan ; and it criticised and finally 
annulled all his grants of certificates, sanctions of increased salaries to 
junior members of Council, and appointments of surgeons in the Com- 
pany’s service. On one occasion the Court cancelled the appointments 
of twenty-four surgeons made by the Governor General in Council bet- 
ween 1 January 1782 and 10 March 1783, and itself made twenty-six 
new appointments.^® 


The Governor General and the Madras Government. 

i 

The Governor General also came into conflict with the Government 
of Fort St. George. The latter in its despatches to the Court accused 
the former of withholding remittances of specie amounting to ten lakhs 
of rupees. But the Governor General explained in a detailed letter 
the exact circumstances which led to this action.” There were, of course, 
certain acts of indiscretion committed by the Government of Madras. 
For instance, when the news of the military convoys led by Colonel 
Pearse from the Carnatic with a huge treasure of 20,000 gold mohurs 
had to be kept secret, according to a confidential letter from the Governor 
General to the President of the Madras Government, the latter indis- 
creetly mentioned the news as a circumstance of notoriety to the Com- 
mander in Chief.^^ 

Although there is sufficient ground for assuming that the Governor 
General did not unduly interfere in the administration of the Madras 
Government, as is proved by the cold reception which he gave in 1783 
to the appeals which Major General Sir John Burgoyne made to him 
against the decision of the President and Council of Fort St. George,” 
yet the Government of Madras succeeded in making a successful case 
against the Governor General. This is evident from the peremptory 
manner in which the Court in 1784 decided to demarcate the respective 
powers of the two governments, compelling the Governor General to 
“avoid taking any step which might tend to diminish the weight of 
our subordinate governments with relation to the powers of India parti- 
cularly connected with them.”” 

Notwithstanding this demarcation of authority, the relations 
between the two governments continued to- be strained. Matters came 
to a head in 1785 when the Governor General in Council passed a 
resolution for Lord Macartney’s suspension in consequence, as some 
suspected, of "His Lordship and the Select Committee declining to com- 
ply with the orders of the Bengal Government for opening a new nego- 
tiation with Tippoo Sultan, to procure from him a declaration in the 


Letter from Court, i6 March 1784 (General Letter), paras, 10-11. 
Letter to Court, 23 October 1783, paras. 114-22. 

Letter to Court, 3 Februaiy 1783, paira. 16. 

Letter to Court, 23 October 1783, para. 166. 

Letter from Court, 9 December 1784, para. 31. 
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principally owing lo llic very able and spirited exertions of our Governor 
General and of our Supreme Council ; 

“Resolved unanimously that the thanks of this Court be conveyed 
to Warren Hastings Esquire for his firm, unwearied, and successful 
endeavours in procuring the late peace with the several powers in India. 

“Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of this Court be conveyed 
to the Supreme Council, for the assistance they have given in restoring 
our affairs in India to the happy situation of tranquillity”. 

The General Court of Proprietors also had earlier praised his ser- 
vices in the war against Haidar. Their resolution dated 7 November 
1783 — over a year before Hastings retired — is a grateful acknowledge- 
ment of the efforts of Hastings and the other Members of the Council 
who had displayed “uncommon zeal, ability, and exertion in the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the East India Company during the late hostili- 
ties in India.” In this resolution, the Court requested Hastings “ not to 
resign the station he now holds, until the tranquillity of our posses- 
sions in India shall be restored, and the arrangements necessary upon 
the re-establishment of peace shall have taken place.”"® 

The letter dated ss February 1785 from the Members of the Supreme 
Council at Fort William in regard to Warren Hastings is a striking testi- 
mony to the gi'eat work which the latter performed, and is a.t the same 
time a proof of the esteem in which he was held by his colleagues in 
the Supreme Council. As this letter rightly says, “fe^v men possess the 
talents, the vigour of mind, or command of temper,” which Warren 
Hastings possessed, especially in a period when the utmost care and 
courage were needed for the preservation and stabilization of the English 
dominion in India. In the same letter we learn that on 8 February 
1785, Warren Hastings despatched from sea his resignation to the 
Supreme Council, which the latter received on the lijth, on which date 
Mr. Maepherson was publicly proclaimed as the Governor General in 
Fort William and in the array centres, “according to the provisions of the 
13th and 2i^t Acts of Parliament of the present reign. 


Civil Administration 

In the sphere of civil administration, the letters enable us to form 
an estimate of the general policy of the Company towards the princes 
and the people, and of the means which the Government adopted to 
improve the tone of the administration particularly of the civil service 
and of the Public Works Department, and to solve some minor problems. 

The general policy of the Directors towards the Indian princes is 
given in their letter of 55 January 1783. Referring to the success of 

20 Letter from Court, 9 December 1784, paras. 38-41. 

21 Letter to Court, ss February 1785, paras. 8-9. 
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appear in the same light before all the servants of the Company and the 
general public. They also looked to the dignity and security of the 
subordinate governments, as is revealed in their letter dated 9 December 
1784: “Whatever representations from the native powers so connected 
with our subordinate settlements, whatever propositions for future arrange- 
ments, and above all whatever complaints against the conduct of 
our Governments in those settlements are made to you, must be trans- 
mitted through those Governments alone; with them you are imme- 
diately to communicate on those subjects, and whatever steps you take in 
consequence you are to pay every attention to the honor and dignity of 
our servants placed by us in high situations. This is a line of conduct 
due to them, as well from the character which they derive from 
us as from the indispensable necessity of holding high in the eyes of 
the different powers of India, the weight and authority of every branch 
of the British Government.”-** 


Civil Sewanls 

The number of civil servants did not exceed 100 or 120 in those 
early days. The letter of 25 October 1785 gives the increased number of 
260.=® There were special rules regarding the covenanted civil service of 
India. Only those regularly admitted into the Company’s service, and 
those possessing the express authority of the Directors, could be enter- 
tained as civil servants ; and the Governor General in Council was direct- 
ed not to employ any one even though he might consider him lit.**® The 
Directors had found that thirty persons, who were not covenanted civil 
servants, had been employed in the civil service. Employing such un- 
licensed persons meant not only additional expense but also superses- 
sion of the regular employees of the Company. Hence was felt the neces- 
sity of restricting the appointing powers of the Governor General in 
Council, The offices were divided into different classes according to 
their importance, the highest posts being given to senior ser- 
vants of longest standing, though exceptions were permitted in cases 
of exceptional ability. But retention of unnecessary posts was prohibited 
even though held by persons who had rendered meritorious service. 

Sons of the Directors were given preference at the time of appointment 
and appear to have been given precedence in rank over others appointed 
at the same time. So, in 1782 Richard Becher, then Mint Master at 
Calcutta, represented to the Court of Directors that his eldest son 
Richard Becher and second son Robert Becher, appointed writer and 
cadet respectively on being nominated by him when he was a Director 
of the Company, had not been given precedence over others as was cus- 
tomary and as he had been assured would be done.**- 

28 Letter from Court, 9 December 1784, paia. 33. 

29 Letter to Court, 25 October 1785, para. 41. 

Letter from Cmirt, 15 January 1783 (Separate General Letter), para. 1. 

2^ C. E. Buckland, Dictionaiy of Indian Biography. 

22 Letter to Court, 9 May 1782, para. 26. 
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and go to Europe for the recovery of his health, oeeasioned by wounds, 
bilious or any other tlisorder.” But. pcrsojis penniitcd to go to Europe 
for the recovery of their health lost their rank aiul promotion 
to which they wotdd have been entitled if they had continued to stay 
in India : ajid if j>enuiited to resume their duties, they were to hold 
only that rank which they had held prior to their departure to Europe, 
except ill the ease of those whose ill hetillh had been certified by the 
Governor Genera! and upon oath by the three principal surgeons. In 
these their le.ivc was restricted to only one year in ICngltuul, unless an 
additional period of <me year was specially granted to them by the 
Directors.” 

As many military officers on return from leave preferred claim.s to 

vacancies a.s against junior oflicers who had continuous .service to their 

credit, ihc Governor General in Council enacted that " cverv officer re- 

/ 

turning from EnglatuI though he retain his original rank shall forfeit 
his title c^f preference to vacant commands, unless his period of actual 
service in India, deducting tliai of his absence from the date of his resigna- 
tion till his return, but allowing 2 year.s' grace for such as have been at 
home for their health, shall be ccpial to that of the oflicers next in re- 
gular succession to those commands.’’^® 

Leave was likewise granted to the servants of the Company who 
wished to proceed to England on account of private tiffairs. Such of 
those who had good record of service prior to their departure to Europe 
were recommended by tlic Governor General for re-cmploymcnt on their 
return to India. 'Ehese civil service rules arc noteworthy in the sense 
that, unlike contemporary governments in India, the East India Com- 
pany considered principles, and not pcrsotis, to he the guiding factors 
in matters of administration. It may he said wiihoiit any exaggeration 
that such regulations pcrtainitig to civil service were not a little res- 
ponsible for consolidating the administration upon which the ultimate 
well-being of the people, the prosperity of the Company and the stability 
of the government depended. 

Works of Public Ulilily 

Roacl.s, draw-bridges, irrigation and harbour works — these were the 
main public works with -which the Government was primarily concerned 
in those years. A road from Calcutta to Chunar is mentioned in the 
letters of 1782 and 1783. The Calcutta-Chunar road, which the Governor 
General had proposed, was estimated to cost at least two and a 
half lakhs of rupees; and the Governor General was censured by the 
Directors for having undertaken this huge enterprise without having “so 
much as mentioned the subject to us in any of your letters,” For this 
and other reasons — the enormous amount of military expenditure, the 
scarcity of cash at the other Presidencies, the absolute necessity of every 

30 Letter from Court, 10 Septenlber 1783, paras. 13-4, 

40 Letter to Court, 7 December 1782, para. 48. 

41 Letter to Court, 22 February 1785, para. ig. 
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fell into decay, the Chief Engineer made several representations to the 
Governor General in Council, as a resnli of which estimates were secured 
from the Chief Engineer and he Avas linally authorized to make the 
necessary repairs withoui exceeding the expenditure sanctioned by the 
Governor General.'"* 

The construction of a new harbour in Calcutta as proposed by 
Mr. Benjamin Lacam seriously engaged the attention of the Directors and 
of the Governor General in Council in 1785. Mr. Lacam had been 
introduced to the Company by Lord Sydney, one of His Majesty’s Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of Slate.-’' The proposal submitted by Mr. Lacam Avas 
discussed at a Joint Committee of Correspondence and .Shipping in 
London on 7 Octoijer 178,5. I.acam’s project Avas to build “a dock or 
docks and a harbour for .ships.” It Avas recommended by the Committee 
to the Directors who decided to gram him a lease, Avhich was to be 
executed in India by the Governor General and Council under the Com- 
pany’s seal on such tenns as would protect public interest, and at the 
same time secure to Lacam the support of the Gov'crnment in executing 
the Avork. Lacam Avas to construct the harbour within ten years from 
the date of the execution of the lease. According to the lease this 
harbour Avas to be “ a careening harbour ”, capable of receiving His 
Majesty’s and the Company’s ships “ to any extent of number and size ”, 
Av'hile the dry docks were for ships of all dimensions. The correspondence 
on tliis important subject shoAvs the great anxiety and care Avhich both 
the Directors and the Governor General in Council bestoAved on public 
AVorks.“® 


Corrnplion 

Embez’/lement and corruption Avere two evils Avhich the Governor 
General in Council as Avell as the Directors tried to eradicate. The 
cause of these evils seems to have been, as the Governor General said 
in his letter of 5 May 1781, that every one of the 252 covenanted servants, 
many of whom were the ” sons of the first families in the kingdom of 
Great Britain ”, Avas aspiring “ to the rapid acquisition of lacks and to 
return to pass the prime of their li\'es at home, as multitudes have done 
before them.”^’* With this motto of amassing millions within a few years, 
it is not surprising that there should have been cases of embezzlement 
in both the Military and the Civil Departments. In 1782, Major Peter 
Grant was charged with defrauding the sepoys under him of their pay, 
hatta and other dues. He Avas therefore cashiered and sent home,^'* 
Some of the army officers were making large profits by selling spirituous 
liquors to the soldiers. The Directors as Avell as the Secretary for War 
were aAvare of this danger, which not only spread corruption among the 

Letter to Court, 1 August 1785, para. 49. 

Appendix 5 (c). 

^2 Appendix 5 (b), (c). 

Appendix 5 (a), (e). 

Letter from Court, 21 September 1785 (Separate General Lettei^, para. 6. 

Letter from Court, 28 August 1782, paras. 16-7. 
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Batta 

It is interesting to note the steps taken by the Board of Trade .to 
meet the problem of " baita or the loss arising from advances not being 
made in the specific coins locally required at our subordinate stations.” 
The Court had decided in December lyyS that "when the Board of 
Trade finds it necessary to apply for advances of money in specific coins 
which cannot be obtained, it is our pleasure, that the loss of exchange 
on all such occasions, be earned (o the Revenue, and not to the Com- 
mercial Department”. This caused much inconvenience to the Com- 
pany’s servants as " the advances issued from the treasury, transported 
through a country infested by dacoits, after a very dangerous navigation,” 
were exchanged “ at Dacca into Arcot rupees, and from an intolerable 
collusion kept up among the shroffs at that place ” this was of necessity 
done at their own prices. On receiving numerous representations from 
the factories of Dacca and Lakshmipur the Board of Trade finally referred 
the matter to ilie Governor General in Council and requested them 
to find a remedy. As a temporary measure the Board agreed to follow 
the earlier decision of the Court i.e. charging the loss to the Revenue 
Department, but suggested that either the “ bills be granted us payable 
in the current coin of that station, to the service of which their contents 
are destined; or that our agents should be allowed to purchase such 
coins, and charged the contingent loss to the debit of the Company 
in their accounts; from whence in progression it may be ultimately 
carried to that of the Revenue Department ”, as ordered by the Court 
of Directors.®" 

Economy in Administration 

Measures to effect economy in public expenditure received the 
attention of the Directors as well as of the Governor General in Council. 
As recommended by the Board of Inspection, the Governor General 
in Council in 1*783 ordered the reduction of “ every unnecessary branch 
of expence ”, which was to be done not so much by retrenchment as 
“by adopting a regular plan for the payment of all fixed and contingent 
charges,” For this purpose the Governor General in Council directed, in 
order to enforce a rigid attention to the “ general system of economy and 
to guard against contingencies of every kind, that all authorized charges 
be drawn in the form and order prescribed by us in the establishments as 
they are published,” To execute this plan, the Governor General in Coun- 
cil ordered the examination of established and contingent charges by the 
Accountant General under the direction of the Board of Inspection. The 
duties of the Accountant General in this connection are then mentioned in 
detail.®^ But in 1785 a proposal seems to have emanated from the 
Governor General himself, guided, of course, by the Secret Department 
of Inspection, for reducing the established and contingent expenses of 

Appendix 1. Letter from Board of Trade to the Governor General and Council, 
26 September 1783, paras. 1-2. 

61 Letter to Court, April 1783, paras. 184-5. 
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mcni, tlifc Court decided to pay to each of them "severally, or to their 
order, out ol the Company’s treasury, the sum of five thousand pounds 
three months after demand." Jhahadur Beg- who had also been imprisoned 
was to receive two thousand pounds, “ in three months after demand, 
without prejudice to any claim or remedy which he or his father, or 
next heir at law, might liave in law or equity to any lands or goods 
whatsoever.’’ A sum of five thousand pounds was to be paid to the 
child or chiklreti. if any, of the Magistrate of Patna, called the Codi, 
or Caini Saadi, who died as he was under conveyance to prison, and 
to his widow, during her natural life, a ])cnsion or annuity equal to 
the salary of her late husband. If the Onzi had no children the Direc- 
tors ordered that his widow and the nearest male relation should be given 
one thousand pounds each.''*'’ I'hai the Directors were sincere in (heir 
motives is proved not only by the fact that they ordered (he Governor 
General to carry out every detail of their bchc.st, but also from the 
manner in which they drew the attention of the Governor General in 
1783 to the several rejjorts made by the Committee appointed by the 
House of Commons concerning the great question of the administration 
of justice in Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, and in the East Indies in general.®' 

The impartial manner in which these cases of the Indian magistrates 
were dealt with, the freedom they were given to appeal against the decision 
of the Company to His Majesty in Council, the uncommonly liberal 
compensation which the Company gave ur the magistrates and their 
relatives, and, finally, the sincere repentajice which the Court of 
Directors expressed for haying passed what ultimately appeared to be 
erroneous judgments — all these must have been in no small measure 
responsible for the unequivocal loyalty which the Indian people gave 
to the Government of Fort William. 

For the same reasons the Directors severely condemned the Governor 
General’s action in so unjustly imprisoning and deposing Raja Chait 
Singh of Benares. We learn JFrom a letter from the Court dated 28 
August 1782 that the Directors had ordered an immediate enquiry to be 
made into his case. The enquiry revealed that on the death of Shuja- 
ud-Daulah in 1775, the Governor General in Council had concluded a 
treaty with his successor by which the Znmindari of Benares with 
its dependencies was surrendered in perpetuity to the Company. 
The Governor General after consulting his colleagues had “ proposed 
that the perpetual and independent possession of the zemindary of 
Benares and its dependencies be confirmed and guarantied to Rajah 
Chetye Sing, and his heirs, for ever, subject only to the annual pa)TOent 
of the revenue hitherto paid to the late Vizier, amounting to Benares 
sicca rupees 23,71,656-12, that no other demand be made upon him 
cither by the Nabob of Oude or your Government, [nor] any kind of 
authority or jurisdiction exercised, by either, within the dominions assigned 
him,’’ The Governor General’s observations on this proposal were to the 
effect that, since the Raja’s territory was situated in a frontier province, 

Letter from Court, 1 January 1782, para. 1. 

Letter from Court, 10 September 1783, para. 24. 
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ihc same spirit of fair play and etpiity wliich was lo Avin for them the 
loyalty of the millions of India. When the Company's servants harassed 
any subject of the English king, or any subject belonging to any govern- 
ment with which the C'ompany Avas on friendly terms, the Directors 
jjromptly took action on bclialf of the aggrieved persons. 'Thus, as is 
related in a letter from the Directors <iaied ar, January 1782, they Avrote 
to the GoA’crnor General that he was to inquire into the complaints 
relative to Mr. Holts and Count Helgioioso, the Imperial Minister at 
London.*" The first reference is obviously to William Bolts, a Dutchman, 
who is said in other records to have had a strange career. 'The Governor 
General himself intervened on behalf of the Chinese and Malayans Avho 
had been harassed Ijy the Coutpany’s servants. In 1782 he Avrolc to the 
Directors that while granting ‘letters of marque' to the ship IVfirrcti he 
had takcu care to see that the Chinese and the Malayans were not harassed 
by the Company's oflicials.*’ 

Another interesting case Avas that of Booth t'.v. the Company. On 
25 November 1780, the Governor General had submitted to the Directors 
all the papers relevant to the charges Avhich Booth had brought against 
the Chief and Council of Patna. The Directors in 1783 ordered that 
“ the Asdiolc matter be sifted thoroughly to the bottom.” They Avished 
that “ if any of the said charges shall be brought home to the panics 
accused ", tlie matter l)e referred at ojtce to the Supreme Court of 
Judicature or dealt Avith in any other manner Avhich the Governor 
General might think fit; and that the latter Avas to take up this investigation 
” Avith zeal, temper, and impartiality ”, atul acquaint the Directors Avith 
the result. They added, ” by jiunishing such individuals as may justly 
become the objects of our displeasure, and which avc are unalterably 
determined to do, Ave hope to rescue the servants of the Company 
from that general prejudice Avhich they have too long laboured under 
in this country.” But strangely enough, after this paragraph had been 
Avritten, the Directors learnt that Booth had AvithdraAvn himself from, 
the Presidency, denying that he possc.ssed any knoAvlcdgc of the facts 
on Avhich he had based his accusations' against the members of the 
Patna Council. The Governor General, therefore, Avrotc to the Directors 
tliat in these circumstances he .saev no ground for prosecuting the case, 
and that he had consequently closed the subject. But the Directors 
Avould not approve of this step, and ordered that the enquiry into the 
charges against the members of the Patna Council be resumed and that 
Booth be suspended from the Company’s service."" 

During this period the Avell-knoAvn Pitt’s India Act of 1784 Avas. 
passed. On receipt of a copy of the enactment it Avas immediately trans- 
lated into Bengali and Persian; the different Presidencies Avere informed 

'^Letter from Court, 1*5 January 1782, para. 25. See also Smith, Oxford History 
of India, p. 510; Indian Antiquary 1917. P- - 77 ! see A'ercl.st's A View of the Rise, 
Progress and Present State of the English Government in Bengal. 

Letter to Court, 7 December 1782, para. 13. 

Letter from Court, 15 January 1783, paras. 35-7. 
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tion of the troops, their officers, and recruiting centres, and some pro- 
blems which faced tlie military authorities, such as the conflict between 
the Company’s officers and the King’s officers, the abuses in the army, 
discipline, desertions, mutiny, and loot. 

In general, all matters relating to the army were decided by the 
Military Board in consultation with the Commander in Chief, but the 
Governor General in Council was required to pay every attention to 
the representations that were made directly to him by the officers of 
the army. That is, though the Commander in Chief had very great 
powers regarding the conduct and organization of the army, yet the 
Military Board and the Governor General in Council were considered 
to be the final authorities in all matters, except perhaps those directly 
concerning action on the battle-fields. In 1783 the Governor General 
in Council “ received repeated representations from the officers of infantry 
complaining of supercessions by the promotion of younger officers than 
themselves in the artillery or engineer corps to commissions above them 
in the army, and vice versa from the officers of those corps occasionally 
complaining of supercessions from infantry officers.” The Governor 
General in Council, of course, carefully considered these complaints and 
set matters right.^® 

Without entering into a detailed description of the military establish- 
ment, we may confine ourselves to a few aspects of this vast machinery 
which rightly engrossed the closest attention of both the Directors and 
the Governor General in Council at' Fort William. We shall first take 
up the question of the various sections in the army. The following 
sections are referred to in the letters under discussion: Infantry, 
Cavalry, Artillery, Bullock Corps, and Camel Corps. In addition to these 
which comprised both the British and Indian troops, a corps of Hano- 
verians consisting of two battalions, “ especially recommended by the 
King”, is mentioned in 1782, Special rules called General Articles of 
Agreement were drawn up for the guidance of the German troops, who 
were to serve for seven years from the date of their arrival in India. 
Two years’ notice was to be given to His Majesty before the German 
corps could be disbanded or sent back to England, This corps was to 
be put on the same footing as His Majesty’s troops in regard to pay, 
duty, and every other respect, while the Company was to pay all expenses 
of the corps. Detailed regulations are given concerning the raising and 
forming of this German contingent, the pieces of cannon which they 
were to carry, the levy money for every man, their subsistence money, 
pay and alloAvances, clothing and equipment, transport, treatment of the 
sick and wounded, their command, and jurisdiction.^® 

In a letter dated 21 September 1785, the Directors gave detailed 
instructions regarding the military establishment in time of peace. They 
wrote that it was of the utmost importance " to the success of our 

Letter to Court, 23 October para. 162. 

*^8 Letter from Court, 25 January i^jSz, para. 55. 
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mililary operations in India that llic corps which compose the armies 
at Bengal, Madras, and Bombay should be so formed as to enable iheni 
to take the field on the shortest notice, and to act with effect whenever 
they shall happen to be united upon sets ice.” With this object in view, 
the whole military establishment was arranged according to one unifonn 
system, the corps of every denomination at each of the Presidencies being 
reduced to the same strength in jpoint of officers, nun-commissioned 
officers and privates. This plan was to be immediately adopted for the 
military establishments of Bengal. Madras, and Bombay;, and it was 
decreed that '* no deviation from the proportions settled by tliis plan 
shall hcnccfortli take place without our particular orders for that 
purpose.”*® 

The standardization of battalions, brigades, and regiments, their 
compactness, and the uniformity of the military arrangements at Bengal, 
Madras, and Bombay with such changes as were inevitable, for instance, 
in a centre like Bombay, must have been not a little responsible for the 
efficiency of the Company’s army and for its successes over its enemies, 
whose armies lliough generally large were mostly ill-organised and consisted 
of a great number of freebooters having little or no sympathy with their 
employers or with each other. It would be interesting for the historian 
to investigate as to whether and to what extent contemporary Indian 
governments imitated the carefully planned mililary organization of the 
East India Company. To posterity the military organization of the East 
India Company has one lesson to teach, x'iz., that success attends only 
those who march abreast of their times, and who believe in and act svitb 
scientific precision rather than with a blind fait!) in numbers and in 
traditional methods. 

The Bullock Corps attached to the army is jnentioned in a letter from 
the Governor General dated 5 April 1783, in wliich we arc informed that 
“in consequence of a representation made to the Commander in Chief 
by Captain Hearscy, whom he had left in the controul of the Bullock 
Department for the carriage of grain for the army in the Carnatic, stating 
that he experienced insuperable difficulties in his Department, from the 
interference of a person appointed by the Government of Fort St. 
George to keep the grain accounts and to collect the money for grain 
delivered out, which he begged the Commander in Chief's interference 
to relieve him from, least the Department should fall again into its former 
confusion the Commander in Chief thought it necessar)’ to request that 
we would recommend the plan which he had established for this duty 
to the Government at Fort St. George, especially as it had succeeded 
beyond his expectation, and Captain Hearsey had shewn great care 
and attention .to reduce it to regularity.”** 

Two special recruiting centres for the Company’s Indian army 
mentioned in the letters were the fort of Bijaigarh and Orissa. The 

Letter from Court, 21 September *785, paras. 81-2. 

*> Letter to Court, 5 April 1783, para. 150. Sec also Letter to Court, 23 August 

1784, para. 48. 
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former was retained by the Governor General, aUhough it belonged to 
the late Raja of Benares, because from its situation it was considered 
“ a proper place for a nursery of sepoy recruits to be raised and 
distributed to the regiments.”*'" Orissa became the centre for emergenev 
rea'uitmcnt. In 1782 the Commander in Chief suggested that live 
hundred sepoys be enlisted from the province of Orissa for immediate 
despatch to Bengal,®'* For the English regiments of the Company 
rea'uitments were sometimes made in India from disbanded corps. In 
1785 six hundred non-commissioned ollicers who had been released from 
His Majesty’s Royal Artillery were recruited for the European Artillery 
Corps. The Governor General in 1785 recommended to the Directors 
that gentlemen of family and education should not be recruited. He 
wrote, “the idea of gentlemen of family and education being reduced 
to the situation of serving as soldiers in this country is truly mortifying.” 
For they were not aware of the misery they were destined to. To 
stop tliis, he suggested that those recruiting ofiicers who had misled them 
should be severely reprimanded by the Directors.®^ 

Careful regulations relating to promotions were laid down. The 
Directors ruled that “ no officer shall be promoted from the rank of ensign 
without serving in that capacity at least 2 years and then to succeed 
to lieutenants when vacancies shall happen. As the rise for junior 
officers will be less rapid than it has been, and those of the rank of ensign 
are constantly attached to the European regiments, they may by this rule 
be well qualified in their profession and fit for appointments in the 
sepoy battalions when they become lieutenants.”®® It was made clear 
that no promotions or supersessions could be made in India without the 
knowledge and sanction of the Directors; and in India, the Select 
Committee was not allowed to interfere with the privileges of the Governor 
General in Council in this respect.®® Even in the appreciation of 
meritorious military service in the field, the Directors took a keen interest, 
as is proved by the reward of a sword valued at 100 guineas to Colonel 
Cathcart “in testimony of his gallant and distinguished behaviour in 
storming the French redoubt near Cuddalore on the 13th June 1783.”®'* 

A number of problems confronted the military administration. There 
were the problems connected with disembarkation. Captains of ships were 
ordered on their arrival at Fort St. George or elsewhere on the coast of 
Coromandel, "to observe all such orders, as may be given you by the Com- 
mander in Chief of His Majesty’s forces, for disembarking the troops from 
on board your ship and the landing and delivering of all the stores 
belonging to His Majesty that you may have on board your ship.”®® There 
was also the question of the treatment of the King’s soldiers. In a letter 
dated 25 January 1782, referring to the Hanoverian regiments, the 

Letter to Court, 9 May 1782, para. 20. 

S3 Ibid., para. 22. 

Letter to Court, 25 October 1785, para. 58. 

S3 Cetter to Court, 23 October 1783, para. 172. 

ss Letter from Court, 15 January 1783, para. 53. 

S 7 Letter from Court, 22 December 1785, paras. 15-6. 

Letter from Court, 25 January 1782 (Enclosure, para. 39). 
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Directors drew the attention of the Govcrnnieiu of Fort St. George to the 
complaints received about the improper treatment given to the King’s 
troops, and the failure of tltc Madras Government to carry out the express 
orders of the Court in tliis connection.** But the Fort William Govern- 
ment did not commit such a blunder. When two companies of His 
Majesty’s losnd Regiment under the command of Captain Honcyborne 
arrived at Calcutta on the Norjotk, the Governor General ** immediately 
caused proper barracks to be alloted to them in the fort ”, and 
assured the Directors of his constant attention “to the accommodation 
of any of His Majesty’s forces who may be stationed at this Presidency”. 
Advances ^vcrc given to Captain Honcyborne for the pay of his detach- 
ment according to the rates allowet! to the Company's troops.*® 

Another perpetual source of anxiety and trouble to the Government 
at Fort William was the conHict between the Company’s troops and the 
King’s troops, between the Company’s Commander in Chief and the 
King's Commander in Chief, and finally, between tlie Governor General 
in Council and the military administration. The European troops 
serving under the Company in India were divided into two categories 
— those which belonged to the Company, and those tv'hich 
belonged to the King of England. Officers serving in tlie King’s regiments 
often volunteered to setae in the Company’s army and were permitted to 
do so. For instance. Major John Maepherson saw service in both the 
armies**. Generally, however, the King’s troops were distinct from the 
Company’s troops, and were required to be treated just as well as the 
latter. But officers bearing His Majesty’s commission ranked over those 
of the Company although their commissions bore a later date than the 
Company’s commissions.** In 1783 the Company’s field officers and 
captains forwarded a memorial to the King and Parliament praying for 
equality of rank with His Majesty’s officers holding the same commis- 
sions in any service upon which they might act together. The 
remonstrance was made because several of ihe King’s officers serving 
in the Carnatic had received immediate promotions. For the same reason 
Colonel Pearse, Commanding Officer of the Company’s detachment in the 
Carnatic, applied for the brevet rank of brigadier and as a precedent he 
cited the promotion of General Goddard of the King’s regiment.** A pro- 
posal seems to have been made by Colonel Gordon to unite the “King’s 
soldiers in service with those of the Company in any other mode than that 
of enlisting them according to the permission granted by His Majesty". 
Rut it did not meet with the approval of the Governor General.*® 

Even the highest military officials were not free from this propensity 
to quarrel. The King’s Commander in Chief maintained that he was 
superior to the Company’s Commander in Chief, and in 1783 he claimed 

*s Letter from Court, 35 January 1782, para. 56. 

Letter to Court, 5 ^rn 1783, para. 31. 

»> Letter to Court, g February 1782, para. 23. 

•2 Peter Auber. An Analyjis of the Constitution of the East India Company, p. 459. 

Letter to Court, 23 OctobCT 1783. para, 164, 

** Letter to Court, 17 January 1785, para. 25, 
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that “when and so long as any of His Majesty’s forces shall be employed 
to act in defence of any of the Company’s settlements or to assist 
against their enemies in the East India, the power of appointing 
courts martial or authorizing such appointments, shall be in the Com- 
mander in Chief of such of His Majesty’s forces, for the time being, over 
such of the said Company’s officers and soldiers as shall belong to the 
principal settlement where or from whence such forces shall be employ- 
ed.’’®^ It is, of course, not stated here that the King’s Commander in 
Chief had at all times and in all places more authority than the Com- 
pany’s Commander in Chief; but the fact that ultimately it was the 
British Parliament and the Crown that decided the administration of • 
the territories of the Company must have prompted the King’s Com- 
mander in Chief and officers to reckon themselves as superior to the 
Company’s Commander in Chief and officers. 


Turning to the disagreement between the civil and military authorities 
in India, we find in 1782 the Governor General objecting to the expendi- 
ture incurred by General Goddard, who had paid heavy premiums to 
the shroffs “for passing his bills on the Bengal Government.” Although 
Goddard promised to abide by the resolution of the Governor General, 
he continued to draw bills at the same unfavourable rate of exchange 
as before.®® Major General James Stuart’s “ improper interference ” in 
allowing a cadet to be admitted into Colonel Pearse’s detachment when 
the Governor General had altogether declined to entertain that parti- 
cular cadet in 1783 was resented by the Governor General who held that 
Stuart had no right to appoint a volunteer in the Bengal detachment. 
The Governor General also took Stuart to task because he had appointed 
“staff officers and had taken the payment of the corps out of the hands of 
the proper Paymaster by directing money for their disbursements to be 
issued immediately from the Paymaster of the Madrass forces by which 
the accounts of our detachments must have been thrown into con- 
fusion.”®^ 

On two minor points we gain some interesting information. These 
are the promotions of Indian officers, and the recognition of the merit 
of Indian sepoys. In 1783 the Governor General, in consultation with 
the Commander in Chief, in consequence of the proclamation of peace, 
considered a reduction of military strength, especially of the Indian 
contingents, and forbade the promotion of Indian officers.®® But it need 
not be surmised from this that the Company’s Government was loth to 
promote Indian sepoys or to recognise their merit. In 1784 the Governor 
General wrote : “ In our consultations noted in the margin you will 

observe the honourable marks of distinction which we were induced to 
confer on the sepoys of the Bombay Detachment on their return to this 
side of India. The faithfull and approved services of these troops merited 

Letter to Court, 3 February 1783, para. 26. 

Letter to Court, 7 December 1782, para, 38. 

Letter to Court, 23 October 1783, paras. 54-5. 

*• Letter to- Court, 23 October 1783, para. 156. 
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(,'vcry murk of favour and cucouragcmcm iliai we could devise consistent 
wiili a due attention to your iiitcrcsis. In addition tlicrcforc to tljc 
rewards before given we were liappy in adopting a rccommeudaiiou of 
Mr. 'J'liomas Law, your Collector of Gaya, to exempt such as were 
Hindoos from the duties which are generally collected at that place, and 
particularly so when this invalunble benelit is to be allowed without any 
deduction in the collections: the Aumi! having very liberally 
promised to accede to an iiidtilgenrc so well applied.”** 

A great abuse which both the Directors as tvcll as the Bengal 
Government tried their best to eradicate was the consumption of liquor 
by the soldiers and the profits which the ollicers in cliargc of this intoxi- 
cant often secured. ”\Vc have been”, wrote the Governor General in 
Council on 7 December 1782, “under the necessity of proposing a regu- 
lation to be passed into a bye law for the restriction of shops allowed to 
retail spirituous liquors to the inhabitants of this town. Arrack shops 
had become so numerous and licentious that they were grown into a 
perfect nuisance. Some were established even within the precincts of 
the hospital, and the enticement held out, in all parts of the town and its 
precincts, to Ucenliovtsness and intoxication in the soldiers of the garrison 
had proved so ruinous to the constitutions of the few Europeans who 
cotnposed this corps that we thought it high time to put a stop to such 
a destructive evil by placing the shops ttnder proper control and regula- 
tion.” The Bye-Law was immediately communicated to the Directors.'”" 
The intoxicant that played havoc among ilic soldiers was Benkulen arrack, 
although there was also a good demand for Madeira wine. The excessive 
(onsumption of the former caused great concern among the Directors. On 
JO Decejnber 1784, they ordered the Governor General to give every 
assistance to General .Sloper, who was trying to suppress the excessive use 
of spirituous liquors among the soldiers, and to put an end to the profits 
which resulted from it to the commanding officers at different stations.'"' 
The evil arose because there was till then no regulation controlling the 
commanding officers in the sale of the intoxicants, and likewise no restric- 
tions on the pecuniary advantages which they derived by debasing the 
quality of the intoxicants and selling them at excessive profits. The 
Directors ordered that section 8 of the Articles of War, by which such profits 
were expressly forbidden, be applied against the officers forthtvith.'"" 

Discipline in the army was a vital problem; allied to this were the 
questions of desertions and mutiny. The despatches contain many ins- 
tances of punishment of soldiers of all grades — ensigns, captains, majors, 
and even of a general. Usually these punishments were determined by 
courts-martial. In the case of European officers of the Company’s army, a 
court-martial was summoned by virtue of a warrant issued to the Com- 
mander in Chief by the Governor General in Council. An interesting 
question arose when a court-martial, after completing the trial of Major 

»» Letter to Court, lo December 1784, para. 46. 

Letter 10 Court, 7 December 1782, para. 35. 

Letter from Court. 10 December 1784. paras. 6-7. 

102 Letter from Court, 21 September 1785, paras. 95-7. 
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Adclcrlcy, refused lo obey ibe order of ihe Commander in Chief lo pro- 
ceed with the trial of Licnicnani Thompson. I'he point of law raised was 
whether a court-martial having l)een summoned with the sanction of the 
Governor General in Council to try a particular person, could be ordered 
by the Commander in Chief to take up the trial of any other person as 
well. On the matter being referred to the Council, it was observed that 
the court-martial had committed a mistake in not obeying the direction 
of the Commander in Chief, since an order had been issued previously 
that it should sit on the trial of all prisoners that might be brought before 
it: the consideration of the question of the right claimed by the Comman- 
der in C;hicf was however, postponed.’"’' In tliis connection, the Directors 
issued a standing order that "whenever olliccrs shall be dismissed by the 
sentence of a general court martial and the same meeting with your (the 
Governor General’s) apjjroval such oflicers must on no account be 
permitted to remain in India. 

The high sense of fairness which marked the Company’s administra- 
tion is shown in the provision which the Government made for securing 
looted property from a captured fort, and for punishing its oflicers who 
ransacked the treasures in a captured fortress. The cpiestion of prize- 
money came to a head with. the capture of the Bijaigarh fort in 1781, 
when the troops led by Major .Arthur Balfour looted the property and 
claimed it all for themselves. The Governor General, however, called 
upon the sharers to refund the booty and to submit .their pretensions 
to the Board and. on their refusing to do so, he filed a suit against the 
commanding ofheer as well as the other officers who had allowed 
this plunder. The matter was then left to the decision of a committee 
of field oflicers in the Bengal Presidency, who were not connected with 
the capture of that fortress.'"'’ But the Directors ordered that the 
"conduct of the commanding officer upon this occasion be immediately 
enquired into by a court martial”, and the result of this inquiry be 
communicated at once to them,'"" The Commander in Chief, however, 
thought it improper to execute the order of the Directors, since a civil 
suit on the same subject had been filed in the Supreme Court. The 
point was decided in favour of the Company.’"" 

There was only one major mutiny in these four years. In a 
despatch dated 23 August 1784, the Governor General refers to the 
measures he had taken "in consequence of advices respecting the mutiny 
of the cavalry in the Carnatic.” In April 1784 four regiments of the 
Nawab of the Carnatic’s cavalry which had been taken into the Company’s 
service mutinied at Arcot and Arni. The men had not been paid for 
long; in addition they had claims upon the Nawab for money due to 
them before 1780, and it is probaible that they feared their transfer 
from his service might either prevent or at all events delay their liquid a- 

Letter to Court, 10 December 1784, paras. 4.1-2. 

Letter from Court, 28 August 1782, para. 17. 

JOfl Letters to Court, 14 February 1782, para. 7; and 15 July 1782, para. 24. 

Letter fro-m Court, 28 August 1782, para. ig. 

Letter to Court, 17 January 1785, para. p. See Maepherson, SoWimng in India, 
pp. 212-3, for the disallowance of prize-money obtained in the Rohilla Cam- 
paign. 
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lion. They, therefore, confined their officers in barracks, took over the 
fort of Arni, and demanded payment of their arrean of pay. 
The Government look immediate steps to suppress the mutineers. When 
order had been restored it was resolved that tlic ist, 2nd and ^tli Regi- 
ments, which had mutinied, should be reduced and a new force be selected 
out of these reduced regiments. It was also resolved tliat as soon as the 
new regiments liad been recruited they "shall receive new standards in 
lieu of the old ones, which shall he taken from them; that after having 
been enlisted and having received the l>ouuty, the same as sepoy recruits, 
they be sworn to be faithftil and true to the service, and to defend their 
colours to the last." A copy of these resolutions was forwarded to the 
Directors by the Secret Dejtnrtmcnt.*** 

Desertions from the aniiy and the navy arc likewise mentioned 
occasionally in the lettci's. Mobile dealing with the desertion of Chief 
Officer Thomas Lee from the ship Chesterfield, the Governor General 
remarked that there was "frequent desertion of the sworn and petty 
officers" in the ships, which demanded an immediate remedy. Such 
persons were not to be re-admitted into the Company's serv’ice, and 
penalties were to be exacted from their securities for breach of their 
engagements.'®* In 1783 Licuienant Thomas was ordered down the river 
Hooghly to apprehend deserters. He complained against Captain Max- 
well of the Hinchinbrooke, who was not inclined to deliver to him some 
men on board that ship. Tliereupon, the Governor General recommend- 
ed that the severest penalties with heavy fines be imposed on commanders 
of ships, who were suspected of having received on board deserters or 
having decoyed the servants of the Company, and that the most "posi- 
tive prohibitory orders on this subject" be issued by Uie Directors."® In 
the same year (1783) several commanders and officers of ships at Bombay 
seem to have encouraged the soldiers stationed in that dty to desert, and 
to come on board their respective ships. With a new to ending this practice 
which was "subversive of good government”, the Directors authorized the 
Governor General in Council to dismiss immediately "such of the captains 
and officers as shall, in future, be found to disobey them. We have like- 
wise confirmed a regulation of the Bombay Government, that the com- 
manders of ships shall on no account receive a single man on board at 
any of our Presidencies without first producing him at the Town Major’s 
office in order to ascertain whether he be really a soldier or not; and w’e 
hereby direct that you [Governor General and Council] adopt a similar 
regulation.'”'" 


Retrenchment in the Army 


The Company as a rule made reductions in its military forces upon 
the conclusion of a war. In 1783, when peace w’as signed, the 


>«» Wilson, History of the Madras Army, Vol. II, pp. 151-4. See also Letter to Court, 
S3 August 17S4, para. so. 

Letter to Court, sg November 1783, para. 14. 

Letter to Court, 1 August 1785, para. 60. 

Ill ietterfrom Court, si September 1785 (General Letter), para. it. 
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regiments of sepoys throughout the provinces were reduced from looo 
to 780 rank and file each, Tlie Governor General in the same year for- 
bade the promotion of Indian officers, put an end to the recruitment of 
sepoys to the Indian corps, and dissolved the establishment which had 
been maintained for that purpose at Bijaigarh. The cavalry regiments 
were disbanded and 300 of the best horses were sent to Madras for mount- 
ing Sir John Burgoyne’s Corps of Light Dragoons. The staff of Colonel 
Pearse’s detachment was reduced; the sepoys of the artillery corps at Surat 
tv'ere discharged; the corps of militia sepo)'s was likewise reduced; the 
detachment under Colonel Sir John Cummings in the Vazir’s dominions 
was struck off; and the same fate befell the detachment under Colonel 
Blair at Chunar. Further important reductions in the army were pro- 
posed, but they were to be implemented only on the arrival of the new 
Commander in Chief, who was to succeed the late Sir Eyre Cootc.”- 


The above instances, and others not cited’ here, enable us to appre- 
ciate one aspect of the Company's rule which, unfortunately of late, 
more because of ignorance and prejudice than because of any substantial 
evidence, has been magnified as one of the most prominent features of 
the Company’s government in India. It has been often said that the 
East India Company drained the country of its wealth, and lived a life 
of military aggression. The varied commercial dealings of the Company 
do give an impression that the mind of the Directors was most often 
justifiably fixed on the accumulation of wealth. But an impartial 
examination of their economic activities and of their financial position 
absolves the Company of such a grave charge, at least so far as the period 
of our study is concerned. As regards the other charge that the Com- 
pany was a monster of military aggression, we may note, firstly, whether 
in respect of imperialistic expansion, the Company was worse than any 
of its Indian contemporaries; and secondly, whether like any of its Indian 
contemporaries, it permanently maintained a military strength that was 
unrelated to peace requirements. On the first point, any one who has 
carefully studied the available documents on the history of the Mughals, 
the Marathas, and the Sikhs, not to mention those relating 
to powers like the rulers of Mysore and the Carnatic, cannot 
but be struck by the reckless milkar)'^ adventure which the contemporary 
Indian rulers, indulged in^ very often in complete defiance of all canons 
of financial economy.”^ Whatever else the Company did, it certainly did 
not have recourse to a life of perpetual political gamble. Indeed, the 
Company compares favourably with all other Indian governments in regard 
to this grave defect. As regards the second point, the available evidence 
concerning the Indian governments shows that they never thought of 
reducing their armed strength: in fact, one may even maintain without 
any exaggeration that their military machinery was always expanding. But 

112 Letter to Court, 23 October 1^83, paras. 155, 158-9. 

^13 Letters to Court, 15 March 1784, paras. 20-1; 1 April i 7 S 4 > pua. 2; 23 August 
1784, paras. 47-8; and 10 Decemb^ 1784. paras. 35-6. 

Read G. S. Sardesai, Selections from the Peshwa Daftar, for instances of 
desperate appeals made by the Peshwas for monetary aid. 
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ihai was ccnainly not the ease with the Company’s government.. The 
evidence we liave supplied above proves that iinincdiatcly on the cessa- 
tion of iiosiilities, they curtailed their military strength and expenditure, 
thereby showing that they attachctl a greater value to peace than to war. 


Polilicnl lihloty 

From the point of view of political history, the despatches before 
us are of some significance inasmuch as they tleal with most of the pro- 
minent actors on the political stage of the time — the Dutch, the Spaniards 
and the French among the Europeans, and the riders of the Carnatic. 
Tanjorc, Mysore, the Deccan, Gwalior, Oudh, Benares, Lucknow, the 
Punjab, atui Nepal, and even the leaders of the notorious Sanyasis 
among the Indians. 

^Ve shall first deal with the Dutch, about whom so little is found 
in the standard works on Indian history of this period. In July 1781, 
Great Britain and the States General were openly at war, and the Directors 
ordered the Governor General to seize the Dutch ships and factories in 
the East Indies. A small force was accordingly despatched from 
Cltandernagore, then in the hands of the English, to Chinsura to seize 
the Dutch factor)*. The Cliicf, Mr. Ross, however, came to a secret 
understanding ^vitli tlie Governor General and surrendered Chinsura to 
the English without any resistance.'** After the surrender of Chinsura 
the Governor General sent four Commissaries of Stores to that place 
to make a survey of the ordnance taken from the Dutch, with a view to 
transferring them to the British arsenal. But the Dutch materials and 
weapons of war were of “such indifferent quality as to be thought not 
worth the expence of transportation”; hence it was decided to leave them 
there in the charge of the Commissaries.*’* At Patna, Dacca and 
Kalkapur Commissaries with the requisite staff were appointed for col- 
lecting the Dutch investment. About this investment the Governor 
General wrote : "We hope soon to be able to ship it off with a parti- 
cular account for your information.”**^ 

The Dutch prisoners of w'ar at Chinsura were ordered to hold 
themselves in readiness to be sent to Europe by the ships of the season. ' 
Many of the prisoners remonstrated, chief among them being Mr, Ross, 
who urged the necessity of his proceeding by way of Ceylon. The 
Governor General refused his demand, and insisted that Ross should 
obey his orders. Of the other prisoners, only those who could be 
transported during that season were to be sent while others were to 
remain in India till the next season. 

Bengal : Past and Present, Vol. XX\^I, Part II, pp. 180-1. See also Letter 
from Court, 25 January 1782, para. 67. 

Letter to Court, 9 February 1782, paras. 15-G. 

‘W Letter to Court, 7 December 1782, para. 6i. 



INTRODUCTION 


XXIX 

The inhabilants of Cliinsura, after its surrender, were in a poor 
plight. Sir Robert Chambers, who had been sent there as Superinten- 
dent of the Courts of Justice, represented to the Governor General in 
Council that they were “deprived of their former means of subsistence”, 
and “were reduced to the greatest indigence”, several' of the more respect- 
able families being driven to such distress as “to sell off their furniture and 
ornaments to maintain themselves.” The Government at Fort William 
at once took steps to relieve their suffering and contributed some money 
for their support with special instructions “to relieve more privately the 
wants of those families who might be degraded by the receipt of public 
charity.””® 

In the letter to Court dated 7 December 1782, we are informed 
that the Commissaries at Cliinsura stated to the Governor General that 
the Company could claim a considerable sum of money from Mr. Roder- 
macker, the late Chief of the Dutch factory at Patna, “on account of 
advances charged in his accounts for the opium allotted to that Company 
and consequently received by him from the Dutch funds but not actually 
paid.” The Governor General ordered the amount to be demanded 
from him. As to what happened to this was to be communicated to the 
Directors in due course by the Governor General.”” 

An interesting side issue concerning the Danes was the one relating 
to the Indian sailors whom they, had employed in navigating their ships. 
Several of these lascars “who had been hired to assist in navigating Danish 
ships, soon after their aivival in Denmark, have found means to come 
to London”, wrote the Directors in their letter dated 12 July 1782 to the 
Fort William Government. The Directors strongly suspected that “they 
were encouraged by some interested persons in order to exonerate them- 
selves from the expence of their return to India.” The condition of 
these Indian sailors in London and the plan adopted to send them back 
to India are given in the next part of the despatch. “After they had 
been sometime in London they have been reduced to great distress and 
applied to us for relief, Avhich we have afforded them from motives of 
compassion and humanity as well as of policy.” The Company was 
thereby “put to great expence, not only for their maintenance and cloath- 
ing but in returning them to India.” The Directors therefore wrote to 
the Governor General asking “that if any method can ivith propriety be 
devised to prevent the like inconvenience in future it may be adopted.’””” 

, Concerning the Spanish activities on the seas, we have only one 
reference in a letter from the Governor General dated 30 December 1783, 
but referring to the year 1780. . The ships Lively, Royal George, Hills- 
borough, and Mount Stewart, which had formed part of a convoy, were 
captured by the Spanish fleet in the month of August 1780. It cannot 
be made out where exactly these British ships had been captured by the 

Letter to Court, 9 May 1782, para. 18. 

11® Letter to Court, ,7 December 1782, para. 65. 

12® Letter from Court, 12 July 1782, para. 8. 
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Previous to tlic receipt of the proclatuation of peace with Fvatue i\t 
1783. ihc Fori William Governntcut was undecided as to what should be 
done with the French prisoners — whether to send them direct to Fatrope 
or exchange them for English prisoners as desired by Colonel Savortuer, 
the Chief Oflicer ai Fort William, who promised to become surety for 
the neutrality of the men. But immediately on the cessation of hosti- 
lities between England and France, a firm decision was taken to dispose of 
the French prisoners. First, due precaution was taken to see tlrat tio 
French prisoners from Calcutta embarked on the ships of the Compatiy for 
China. Next, it was decided, as desired by the Governor and Cotincil 
of Fort St. George, to send all F'rcnch prisoners to Madras to be delivered 
up to Marquess de Bussy. Captains of ships were asked to give the lowest 
terms to the passengers, and as many as possible of the lucnch prisoners 
were thus sent awav.'*'’ It mav be noted in this connection that the 
Company, having experienced many inconvcnicticcs front prisoners of war 
being sent to Europe in ships .sailing to ('hina, directed that they be .sent 
directly to Eurojjc.**® 


Raja of llcror 

In 1780 Haidar joined the confederacy formed by the Ni/am and the 
Maraiha Chiefs for the expulsion of the English from India. He invaded 
the Carnatic and after capturing all the important forts marched on 
Madras. To relieve Madras, the Governor General despatched a small 
force from Bengal under Colonel I’ear.se and won over the Baj:i of Berar 
to the English side. A sum of id lakhs of rupees was to be given to the 
Raja who agreed to supply ti body of cavalry to Colottcl I’earse's detach- 
ment, to withdraw his army from Ori.ssa ami to assist in the war against 
Haidar. Tlic Directors did not approve of the agreciticnt, but in view 
of the zeal .shown by the Governor General and the concurrence of the 
Commander in Chief, finally acfjuic.sced in it because it would help them 
to revive the military .spirit and confidence in the Commander' in Chief, 
which had “been depressed by recent and most alarming misfortunes."'-^ 

The Naionh of the Canialic 

The Nawab of the Carnatic appears prominently in the letters both 
from Calcutta and from London, In a letter of 28 January jyB/j, the 
Directors asked the Governor General to use, if necessary, his influence, "to 
prevail on the Nabob of Arcot to reduce his cxpcnces all he can, consistent 
with his dignity, and to consider that justice calls upon him, in the 
strongest terms, to reimburse the Company a reasonable portion of those 
heavy charges incurred to save him and his country from destruction/’'*^ 
The Nawab’s heavy debts for which some British subjects were rcsponsilde 
formed one of the major issues in the dealings between the Nawal) of 
Arcot and the Company.^** 

letter to Court, 23 October 1783, para.s. 4G and J/} 7 ' 

Letter from Court, 15 January’ 1783 (General Letter), para, ig, 

^27 Letter from Court, "5 January 1782, paras. 62-3. 

128 Letter from Court, 28 January 1784, para. 14. 

12® Appendix 3, Letter to the Nawab of Carnatic, 1 December 1784, para, p. 



xxxil 


ISTUODUCTIOS 


’J 1 ic agreement concluded in 1781 hclwecn Fort Wjlliain and the 
Nawab, by which ilic Inner agreed lo assign tlic Carnatic revenues to the 
Company on certain conditions, was disapproved by the Directors. They 
thought that it was neither necessary nor expedient and therefore ordered 
it to be cancelled.'*® I'o llic Iciicrs which the N;nvab wrote to the 
Directors, they replied that they reposctl great confidence in the honour and 
integrity oC the Nnwah, wlto, in ease of any dispute between him and the 
hfadrns Govcrnincnl, was to accept the decision of tlic Governor General 
in Council.'*' 

The Raja of I'anjorc, who was declared by the Knglish a vassal of 
the Nawab of ibc Carnatic, likewise appears on the scene on more than 
one occasion. In 178a the Governor of Madras was directed to refrain 
from reducing the Raja of 'I'afijorc to j>cnury.'** 

The Niznni 

'I'he Ni^nm of Hyderabad may next be jnentioned. 7 *hc Directors 
learnt with satisfaction from the despatch of the Select Committee of 
Fort St. George dated 17 February 1781, “that Nizam Ally, after having 
been so justly provoked by the proceedings of our late Select Committee, 
has not availed hiinscU of the embarrassed situation of affairs, that he 
has assumed milder language; and that from the iniclligencc from the 
Deccan nothing dangerous was to be immediately expected from that 
quarter." In 1779 the Nizam had bitterly resented the proceedings of 
the Madras Select Committee with respect to the Guntur Sarknr. Sir 
Thomas Ruinbold, Governor of Madras, had induced Basalat Jang, the 
Nizam's brother, to give up Guntur which he had then rented to the 
Nawab Walajab. He had further provoked the Nizam by his proposal to 
withdraw the subsidy paid to him since 17C5, on the ground that it should 
never have been granted. The Nizam retaliated by opening negotiations 
with Haider. But the Governor General in Council, who was kept inform- 
ed of these transactions by John Hollond, Resident at Hyderabad, imme- 
diately intervened and assured the Nizam that the intentions of the 
British were honourable and pacific, that Giinuir would not be occupied 
and that the arrears of the subsidy would be discharged as speedily as 
possible. The Directors commended this “timely and effectual interfer- 
ence of the Governor General in Council,” and hoped that the prudent 
conduct of those who administered the affairs on the Coast would contri- 
bute to the restoration to the Nizam of “that confidence in the 
Company’s honor and faithfulness which had been so much shaken by 
the improper behaviour of their predecessors.”'** The Resident at 
Hyderabad Mr. John Hollond was praised by the Governor General .as 
having been instrumental , in securing the conciliatory conduct of the 

13 ® Letter from Court, iz July »78z, para. jji. • 

»si Letter from Court, 23 April 1784 (Enclosure i). Appemlix 3, Letter lo the 
Nawab of Carnatic, 1 December 1784. 

Letter from Court, 28 August 1782, paras. 2-3. 

> 3 * Letter from Court, 25 January 1782, para. zC. 
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Mar.itlia dominions, to support the Rana of Gohad against Mahadji 
Sindliia as well as to divert Sindhia’s attention from General Goddard 
who tvas then attacking Basscin. 

Tiic Directors also mention iicrc tliat the Governor General had 
advanced three lakhs of rupees for the use of army under the 
command of Chimnaji Bhonslc, which was, as has already been 
observed earlier, “without the authority or knowledge of the Council.” 
They justified in a way the advance of money by stating that the 
Governor General was apprehensive of the opposition to the proposal 
in the Board; but they felt that he could have informed them of the 
channel through which the money came into his possession. However, 
they deferred a final judgement on this question pending the 
arrival of full details. The advance to Chimnaji Bhonslc was given by 
the Governor General at his own risk.*** They opined, in the same 
despatch dated the 25th of January 1782, that “the most urgent 
necessity” warranted such a measure.*** 

Oudh and the Rohilla Chief 

The policy of the Company %vas not to interfere in the affairs of the 
Indian princes. The accounts of Indian princes like that of Mahadji 
Sindhia by Lieutenant Andenon, Resident at the former’s Court, only 
helped to confirm the Directors in their decision to maintain strict neutra- 
lity in the disputes of the Indian rulers. As the Directors declared in 1782; 
“While they [Indian princes] leave us and our allies in the quiet posses- 
sion of our territories we must be careful obscr\'ers of the movements 
of other powers, but never without absolute necessity, take a part in 
their political contentions.”*** 

Affairs in Oudh had reached a critical stage, because of the domestic 
complications and the activities of the Rohilla Chief Faiz-ullah Khan, 
The Treaty of Chunar (19 September 1781) between the Company and 
the Nawab had to a large extent relieved the latter of the expenses 
for the maintenance of the Company’s troops. It had also permitted the 
Nawab to resume such /agirs as he might find necessary “with a reserve 
that all such jaghiredars for the amount of whose jaghires the Company 
are guarantees, shall, in case of the resumption of their lands, be paid the 
amount of their net collections through the Resident."*** The jagtrs 
to be resumed included those of Bahu Begara, the Nawab’s 
mother. But as early as 1775 the Resident at the Vazir's Court had not only 
obtained from the Begam, the widow of the late Shuja-ud-Daulah, on 
the Nawab’s account 30 lakhs of rupees, half of which had to be 
paid to the Company, but also the forbearance of 26 lakhs for the 
repayment of which she had security in land on the Nawab’s agreeing 
to renounce all further claims upon her, the Company being guaran- 

138 Letter from Court, 25 January 1782, paras. 127-30. 

138 Ibid,, para. 130. 

u» Letter from Court, fi September 1785 fCeneraJ Letter), paras. 26-7. 

141 Letter from Court, 14 February 1783, paras. 2-4. 
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tors for this agreement. Bahu Begam was therefore entitled to the 
Company’s protection, Hastings, however, held that the guarantee no 
longer bound the Company as the Begams had “principally excited and 
supported the late commotions” (Raja Chait Singh’s rebellion) and had 
aimed at the extirpation of the British in India. But the Directors did 
not subscribe to this view. They did not think that the Begams and their 
people had taken any hostile part against the Company ; or that they had 
excited any commotion previous to the imprisonment of Raja Chait 
Singh. The Begams, they held, “only armed themselves in consequence 
of that transaction ”, purely from motives of self-defence. They there- 
fore ordered the Governor General to use his influence with the Vazir 
in order to restore the jagirs to the Begams or to “afford those ladies 
an asylum within the Company’s territories ”, and to see that the net col- 
lection of their revenues was paid to them, as per agreement, through 
the Resident.^^- 

At the conclusion of the Rohilla war in 1774, a treaty had been 
signed between the late Shuja-ud-Daulah and Faiz-ullah Khan, the Rohilla 
Chief, whereby Rampur and some other districts in Rohilkhand were 
handed over to the latter on certain conditions. It is not clear from 
the treaty “ what equivalent was made to the Vizier ”. ’ But from a 
letter written by Colonel Champion, as mentioned in the Governor 
General’s Consultation dated 31 October 1774, it appeared that Faiz- 
ullah Khan was to give to the Vazir half of his treasure. On 9 March 
1778, the Governor General was informed by Middleton, the Resident 
at the Vazir’s Court, that there were reports of hostile intentions of 
the Rohilla Chief. He thought that Faiz-ullah Khan’s disaffection might 
be due to his alarm at the Nawab’s unjust resumption of the jagirs 
granted by his father in 1774 and at his oppressive conduct in general. 
But on 4 May 1778, Barwell, the Commissioner, who had been deputed 
to Rampur to investigate the truth of the report, informed the Board 
that Faiz-ullah Khan had not violated the treaty in any way. Faiz-ullah 
Khan, convinced as he was that only the English could protect him, 
asked that his treaty with the Nawab might now receive the Company’s 
ratification. Middleton transmitted to the Board a new treaty ratified 
by the Company embodying the terms of the old. The Governor 
General confirmed this and accepted one lakh of rupees on behalf of the 
Company “as an acknowledgement from Fyzoola Khan.”^^^ 


In November 1780 the Board, on receiving information that some 
Sikhs and Gaddis, a tribal people of the Punjab, were committing depre- 
dations in Rohilkhand, asked the Vazir "to require from Fyzoola Khan 
his quota of troops ”, which the Governor General fixed at 5000 horse, 
though according to the treaty, as the Directors remarked, whenever 
the Vazir declared war, Faiz-ullah Khan was to join with only 2000 or 
3000 men, and these not necessarily horsemen. Faiz-ullah Khan 

LclU'.r from Court. i.i February 1783, paias. 5-10. 

Ibid., paras. 11-5. 
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politely rcplicil that he would send 2000 horse, which wms all the 
cavalr)’ in his service, and lliat he conld not spare any of his 3000 in- 
fantrymen as without them he could not collect the revenue of his jagirs. 
’riic Governor General interpreted the Roliilla Chief’s reply as an eva- 
sion of the treaty but he agreed to reduce his demand to 3,000 horse. 

Faiz-nllah Khan was unable to comply with this also, but he offered 
to supply to the Governor General 1000 foot in addition to the 2000 
horse, and to give them one year’s pay in advance and furnish further 
funds during the war. On the very day the Governor General received 
an account of this reply June 1781), a letter from the Vazir was 
read at the Board, in tvhich he proposed to resume the whole of Faiz- 
iillah Klian’s zamiudnri and leave liiin “to join his other faithless brethren 
that were sent across the Ganges, and in lieu thereof to pay 
him the amount stipulated by the treaty, after deducting the pay of 
5000 troops”. The proposal found favour with Hastings who was dis- 
satisfied ■with Faiz-uilah Khan's reply and considered him guilty of a 
breach of the treaty. And on 19 September he signed a new treaty 
\s’ith the Nawab of Oudh ivhich conceded the right the latter had 
requested.'** 

The Directors’ views on this affair reveal their great anxiety to 
observe the obligations and promises made to the Indian rulers. 'They 
expressed their surprise at the original demand of 5000 horse •which 
was not warranted by the treaty. About the subsequent reduced de- 
mand of 3,000 horse they said that “so hasty and peremptory a demand” 
carried the impression that the Governor General was looking for “ a 
pretext for depriving him (the Kohilla Chief) of his jaghirc entirely, or 
to leave him at the mercy of the Nabob.” They severely condemned 
the unjust proceedings against a faithful ally of the Company and criti- 
cized the arrangements made in 1781 with the Vazir of Oudh. “We 
do not only arraign the justice of the measure, but its policy also”, they 
said, “as we can nowhere discover that Fyzoola Khan has been guilty 
of a breach of treaty and thereby forfeits the protection of the Com- 
pany.” They accordingly ordered the article to be immediately can- 
celled and Faiz-ullah Khan confirmed in the possession of his territory.^*® 
This timely interference of the Directors together with the realization 
by the Governor General that “ neither the Vizier’s nor the Company’s 
interest would be promoted by depriving Fyzoola Khan of his inde- 
pendency” saved the latter from destruction. 

A lady of culture, ability, and attainments, Nawab Munni Begam, 
widow of Mir Jafar, also suffered because of the demands of the Com- 
pany. Her application for the restoration of her annual allowance of 
one lakh and forty thousand rupees, and Warren Hastings’ own letter, 
written without the knowledge of the other members of the Council, make 
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pathetic reading, and reveal the Governor General’s solicitude to help 
the needy.*"*® 

The Raja of Benares also figures in the letters under review. In 
1782 the Resident at Benares represented that the customs duty of 
five per cent on spices, raw silk and other articles fixed by Raja 
Mahip Narayan of Benares was too heavy; so it was reduced to two and 
a half per cent. It has been seen above that the fort of Bijaigarh, 
which had once belonged to the Raja of Benares but had been forcibly 
taken from him by the Company, had been converted into a recruiting 
centre.*"*" 


Relations xoith Tibet 

In 1783 the Governor General thought it might be “of public utility 
at this time to renew and confin"n the intercourse which had been 
established between the Government and the Lama of Thibet.” He, 
therefore, proposed on 9 January 1783, to send Lieutenant Turner at 
the head of a deputation to that country. Turner was to seek means 
by which amicable relations with the Lama could be maintained and 
intercourse with the interior regions as far as China established,*^® 

Sanyasis 

The Sanyasis — a body of banditti claiming to belong to a religious 
fraternity — ^who had started their depredations in Bengal from about 
1760 caused much havoc during the period under review. On 15 and 24 
March 1783, information was received from Charles Grant, the Resident 
at Malda, that a “body of Sinassies” [Sanyasis] had assembled and were 
pillaging the country in that neighbourhood. These were the followers 
of Manju Shah, the notorious Sanyasi leader. The Governor General 
decided that their depredations could be checked only by a proper 
military force. Therefore, one regiment was ordered on this service 
from the nearest military station.*'*® 

Surveys 

The Fort William Government introduced scientific topography in 
India. Improved methods of survey gave them far more accurate in- 
formation than was possible jn earlier times. The success of the British 
arms against their numerically superior adversaries was in a gfeat mea- 
sure due to the fact that they usually possessed a thorough and scientific 
knowledge of the country tihro<ugh which they marched. Hence 
it became a policy of the Government to develop land survey in 
India. 

Appendix 2, Letter from Warren Hastings to the Court, 3 November 1783, and 

1 copy of the arzi or petition made by the Nawab Munni Begam. 

^47 Letter to Court, 9 May 1782 paras. 19-^0. 

*^® Letter to Court, 3 February 1783, para. 34. 

Letter to Court, 5 April 1783, para. 157. 
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Some well-known suncyors ami geographers like Colonel Kelly, 
Major Kcnncll and Captains Call, Ritchie and Forrest arc mentioned 
in these papers. In 1782 we arc informed by the Governor General 
that Liciitcnaiu Colonel Kelly of the Madras Kstablishnicnt “has lately 
made us a lender of a most valuable collection of charts and surveys 
of the Carnatic, formed and procured by liim during a long course of 
service in that country. \Vc have individually examined them. From 
the apparent accuracy with which they arc drawn and the utility of 
the plan on which they are constructed being calctdntcd both for present 
use and the easiest reception of future improvements until the provinces 
in Decan and Carnatic shall have been completely surscyed, they appear 
to us a most important and useful acquisition, especially as they com- 
pri/c the scene of our present military operations in the Carnatic, and 
in this light we understand they have already proved a serviceable guide 
to General Sir Eyre Cootc in regulating the motions of his army. We 
have therefore agreed to accept of them, as an acknowledgement of the 
sense we entertained of tlie work; and to afford some compensation to 
Colonel Kelly for the great expcncc which he must have been at in 
compiling them, we resolved to make him a gratuity and to recommend 
him to you for the appointment of Geographer to the Company in the 
Carnatic. In the meantime we have requested that he will continue to 
furnish us with such funlver additions to the geography of the countries 
which he has laid down as lie may be able to obtain witliout prejudice 
or hindrance to his military duty as an officer, from his own observations 
and enquiries, for which we have promised to allow him a due recom- 
pense.”’*® 

A few conclusions may be drawn from the above extract. Firstly, 
the work of surveying etc., was done by qualified and experienced indivi- 
duals in their private capacity, as in other industries like mining 
etc. Secondly, the value of these topographical surveys was, no doubt, 
immediately felt in the military field, but, as the Governor General 
observes, they were “calculated both for present use and the easiest re- 
ception of future improvements.” Thirdly, the Company’s Government 
promptly took advantage of the results of individual labour, and paid 
recompense to the individual concerned. 

Major Rennell did for Bengal what Lt. Col. Kelly had done, and 
was doing, for the Madras province. In 1781 the Court of Directors 
sent a number of Major Rennell’s atlases to Bengal with directions for 
their sale and we learn from the Governor General’s despatch dated 
29 November 1783 that “they have all been disposed of accordingly and 
the produce of sales, amounting to current rupees 9,590-14-0 deposited 
in your treasury.”^®' In the same year (1783), in appreciation of his work, 
the Directors ordered that a nunvber of copies of Major Rennell’s Map 
of Hindustan together with the book explaining its construction be 
acquired for the Company.*®* 

ISO Letter to Court, 15 July 178?, para. 2?. 

IS* I.etter to Court, 29 November 1785. para. 38. 

Letter from Court, 15 January 1783 (General Letter), para. 62. 
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In 1783 Captain Call, the Surveyor General, was informed of the 
orders of the Directors for charts and geographical information and the 
Governor General gave him particular injunctions “to prepare them for 
you as soon as possible, and to send them to us that they might be for- 
warded by the earliest dispatch.”^"*® 

In the same year the Directors had ordered that “a survey be made 
of Codjen and the coast to the southward of Point P'almiras, and that 
endeavors be used for ascertaining the position of the Schedam Rock.’’^-’^ 
In their letter of 9 December 1784, they reiterated their great interest 
in securing regularly all maps, charts, etc., and gave directions for the 
use of oil paper for tracing maps. There are interesting details in this 
letter as to how a surveyor should conduct his work.^” 

Medical Facilities 

The Company was also responsible for placing the science of 
surgery and medicine on a firm footing. No doubt, the science of medi- 
cine had received great attention at the hands of the earlier rulers of 
India. But surgery which seems to have existed in some shape in the 
pre-British days in India, received very great impetus only at the hands 
of the English.^®® The policy of encouraging qualified British physicians 
to come to India and practise here seems to have been enunciated long 
before the earliest date of the despatches. An eminent physician who 
was permitted by the Directors in 1777 to proceed to India was Dr. 
Rowland Jackson; he won much popularity in the Bengal Presidency. 
The letters abound in instances of medical men recruited from England, 
and of the measures taken by the Directors to supply the three Presidencies 
with doctors. 

There was a hospital for foundlings at Calcutta. The Governors 
of this hospital requested the intervention of the Directors in order 
that “charity may recover the amount of a legacy left to them by the 
late Omichund in Bengal.” The Governor General was ordered by the 
Directors to receive the amount into the Company’s treasury at interest, 
which together with the principal was to be paid from time to time 
to the person or persons who were authorized by the Governors of the 
hospital to receive the same.^®® This hospital is not to be confused with 
another mentioned in the Directors’ letter of 11 April 1785.^®® 

Public Market 

A plan for a public market^ in Calcutta was submitted by Mr. 
Tiretta to the Governor General, who sent it to the Committee of 

Letter to Court, S3 October 1783, paras. 73-4. 

Letter from Court, 15 January 1783 (General Letter), paras. 57-8. 

Letter from Court, 9 December 1784, para. 19. 

156 The clue to some aspects of surgery seems to have been taken by the Europeans 
from India. See Jotmial of the Bombay University, No. XIV. Part IV, Janu- 
ary 1946, pp. 52-66. 

Letter to Court, 23 August 1784, para. 63. 

Letter from Court, 11 April 1785 (General Letter), para. 69. 

Letter from Court, 11 April 1785 (Separate General Letter), para. i8. 
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Revenue for llieir opinion. The Committee was to consider whether 
the gram applied for would be alicnded with any prejudice to the 
revenue, and Avltcihcr in tlteir opinion, the design was objectionable. 
On the Commiiicc's recommendation Mr. Tircila was permitted to 
establish a public market place with proper buildings for stalls. The 
market had three divistotts for the sale of the different necessaries of 
life, x’iz., meal, fish, ami vegetables. Mr. Tiretta was to pay to the 
Government, for the lease of the market and its grounds for five years, 
the usual rent of tlic bazars, which amounted to rupees 500 per division 
per annum. AVilhin two years of the opening of this market, (i.e., 
1785), tlic services of a wholelimc ofTicial were found necessary to attend 
to ilie extensive dealings and transactions of tlie market and Kfr. Robert 
Mcrurlane was appointed Clerk of the Market.’*' 

C«f/iir/if Aclitniies 

The Company advanced the cause of learning during the four years 
of our study by opening sclioots for oriental learning and for inaihe- 
nintics and giving patronage to oriental scholars. A madrasah or a college 
for tlie promotion of oriental learning had already been established 
at Calcutta in 1781. In 1782 it was placed upon a proper and regular 
footing, and the buildings for that purpose were completed. The 
Governor General assigned the revenues of “certain villages in its 
neighbourhood" amounting to 1,200 rupees per month for its support.’** 

We may now turn 10 some oriental scholars whose names are men- 
tioned in the despatches. One of them was George Forster. He had 
acquired u thorough knowledge of Marathi and other languages. 
In 1785, the Directors recommended him to be employed as 
Marathi interpreter as occasion might arise in negotiations at any of the 
Maratha Darbars/*^ Francis Gladwin, Joseph Champion and Major 
Davy were great scholars of Persian literature. Gladwin translated the 
voluminous Ain-i-Akhari of Abul Fazl Alaini, Champion the first part 
of Firdausi's heroic poems,’®* and Davy the Institutes of Timur. Capt. 
William Kirkpatrick had acquired great proficiency in the Hindi langu- 
age of which he prepared a comprehensive grammar,**'* 

A Mathematical School, was established mainly for the advancement 
of military science. Lieutenant Colonel Watson, Chief Engineer of the 
Company, had recommended to General Stibbert that a Mathematical 
School should be established at Fort William "for the benefit of the officers 
of the Engineering Corps.” Stibbert concurred with Watson that it would 
be an institution of great public utility and the Governor General agreed 
with them, and appointed Mr. Burrow as the Master of the School.'®® 

>60 Letter to Court, 23 October 1783. para. 141. 

>61 Letter to Court, 10 Becember 1784, paras. 75-6. 

>62 Letter to Court, 15 July 1782, para. ao. 

>63 Letter from Court, 21 September 1785 (General Letter), para. 15. 

>6-» Letter to Court, 31 December 1785, paras. 37*40. 

Letters from Court, 27 January 1785, paias. 21-8, and 11 April 1785. para. 7. 

>66 Letter to Court, 9 February 1784, para. 26. 
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The art of painting according to the Western style was fostered by 
the Company. Two prominent painters. Sir John Zoffany and Mr. 
Charles Smith, figure in the letters. In 1783 they were permitted by 
the Directors to proceed to India to practice in their profession as 
portrait painters.^®^ In 1784 the Directors permitted Mr. John Smart, a 
miniature painter, and Messrs. Ozias Humphrey and Francis Wheatley, 
portrait painters, to proceed to India for the same purpose.^®® 

An important step in the direction of maintaining and preserving 
archives was taken in 1783 when the Governor General wrote thus to 
the Directors: “Finding it every day more and more necessary from 
the accumulation of the voluminous records of this Government and 
the difficulty of collecting, by reference to them, an instant knowledge 
of the standing rules and orders effecting each particular case or ques- 
tion before us, and considering the necessity of employing an active 
and laborious person for compiling and arranging them, in the first 
instance, for such a number of years back, we resolved to confer that 
appointment upon Mr. John Petrie.”^®® 

The Directors also looked to the moral needs of their servants. 
They encouraged the construction of churches. In 1785 they gave a 
sum of £1200 to the Calcutta church for acquiring a “communion 
plate, an organ, a ..clock, bells, and velvet for the pulpit, desk and 
communion table.’’^^® 

Checks on Foreign Trade 

A serious problem which faced the Company was that its servants 
and other British subjects residing in India were lending money to its 
rivals in trade and helping them in other ways. The Directors, therefore, 
in their letter of 25 January 1782 forbade the Company’s servants and 
other British subjects residing in India from “lending money to foreign 
companies or foreign European merchants, and from purchasing goods on 
their accounts, and from being concerned in such transactions and from 
giving credit by bills of exchange on persons in Europe.” The Company’s 
servants who transgressed the law were liable to be suspended and licensed 
traders found guilty of such transactions were to be deprived of their 
licences and the Company’s protection and to be sent at once to 
England.^^^ 


Charity 

On the social side some praiseworthy attempts were made to amelio- 
rate the condition of orphans and widows, disabled soldiers and sailors. 
In 1783 a plan was proposed and generally agreed to by the army officers 
and a committee was set up for maintaining and providing for the 

letters from Courts 15 January 1783 (General Letter), para. 29: and 23 January 
1783, para. 16. 

Letter from Court, 9 December 1784, para. 18. 

Letter to Court, 23 October 1783, para. 183. 

Letter from Court, 11 April 1785 (General Letter), para. 68. 

Letter from Court, 25 January 1782, paras. 73-5. 



xlii 


INTRODUCTION 


orplians ol ofliccrs who died in the Conipnny’s service. A fund was 
to be raiset! for this purpose by stoppages from the pay of every officer 
and surgeon from ilic rank of major downwards, who find voluntarily 
consented to the proposal. Tlie Paymaster General was to collect this 
money with the help of the managers of the fund.*” The managers un- 
ilcrtook to maintain the orphans on an allowance of rupees 
three per month for each orphan. A piece of ground was allotted for 
erecting a proper place for the reception and care of all the children 
who came under the charge of the managers ; and a building was 
ordered to be constructed immediately for their benefit. By 1785 the 
above organization had developed into the Society for the Benefit of 
Orphans. The Governor General and Council contributed sikka rupees 
.{0,000 for the support of the Institution, which was to be refunded by the 
managers if the Court of Directors disapproved of "the donation within 
three years."*** This contribution was approved by the Directors. 
They seem to have appreciated the objects of the above institution, 
for in 17815 they permitted hfr. and Mrs. David Brown to proceed to 
Bengal to superintend the cdvication of the orphans of the officers and 
soldiers of the Bengal Establishment,*** and advanced £$15 to Nfr. Brown 
for their passages.*** 

The Company likewise came to the relief of deserving svidows. On 
the representation of the svidosv of tlie late Mr. John Stewart that she 
was in distress because of the difficulty of taking to England the property 
of her deceased husband, die Directors permitted her to remit £1500 
through the Company’s cash only for one year. But since she was in 
continued distress the Government on their own responsibility agreed 
to remit her bills for another year in 1782.*** 

Widows of British army officers and soldiers received relief from 
Lord Clive’s Bounty Fund. In 1784, the widow of the Reverend Mr. 
Stanley, Chaplain to the Third Brigade, was given a pension, evidently 
from the same fund.*** Invalid and superannuated European officers of 
the army were also entitled to the benefits of this fund, as is evident 
from the fact that when Captain William Gawith, Lieutenant Thomas 
Failder and Lieutenant Laurence Rawstome had to retire from service 
due to ill health they were given pensions from this fund.*** 

The Directors also made provision for disabled Indian soldiers. In 
1785 a plan was prepared by the Governor General which had for its 
object the relief of Indian soldiers and officers who had been disabled 
in the Company’s service. Portions of waste land were to be allotted 
to them within the districts under the charge of the Collector of Bhagal-' 

172 Letter to Court, 5 April 1783, paras. i6o-i. 

Letter to Court, 23 October 1703, paras. 180-1. 

>24 Letter to Court, 25 October 1785, para. 70. 

Letter from Court, 11 April 1785 (Genera) Letter), para. 23. 

Letter from Court, 22 December 1785, para. ig. 

12T Letter to Court, 7 December 1782, para. 55. 

>28 Letter to Court, 16 February 1784, para. 16. 

>28 Letter to Court, 17 January 1785. para. s8. 
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pur according to their ranks. Since this scheme solved the double ques- 
tion of providing relief to disabled Indian soldiers and of increasing the 
land under cultivation, the Directors approved of it.^”" 

Famine Relief 

Natural calamities like famines, storms and fires were studied, and 
the remedial measures taken by the Company, especially in connection 
with famines, had a great effect upon the stability of the 
Company’s rule in India. In 1782, there was a severe famine 
in Madras.’’’’ The scarcity had been first felt early in 1781. In January 
1782 people were dying in the streets. On 15 October of the same 
year owing to a "most severe gale of wind" almost all the trading- 
vessels in the harbour "were either sunk or driven on shore”. The 
consequent loss of grain which was "estimated at upwards of 30,000 
bags ” aggravated the “ prospect of famine The President and Select 
Committee of Fort St. George, finding the situation most alarming, 
"thought it necessary to seize upon all the grain which should be im- 
ported for the public stores, paying the proprietors a very advanced 
price for the same by bills upon us." This measure did not appear to 
the Governor General to be advantageous either to the Company or to 
the individuals who imported rice at Madras. He therefore recom- 
mended free trade in rice which he believed would bring quick relief 
to Fort St. George. To prevent the possibility of any unnecessary compe- 
tition for tonnage among exporters in Bengal which would enhance 
the freight rates the Bengal Government forbade the Agent for Ship- 
ping at Calcutta "to take up any vessels beyond his present engagements, 
on the Company’s account, and resolved not to send any further sup- 
plies of rice to Fort St. George by public agency but on the Company’s 
ships, leaving the trade entirely free to individuals.” In order to en- 
courage this free trade the Governor General promised " to give a fixed 
price of 120 Ps. per grace, payable by bills, for all the good cargo 
rice which should be delivered into store at that place, as a certain 
and last resort to the owners, leaving them at liberty to dispose of it 
on better terms, by private sale, if they had an opportunity." Liberal 
contributions made at Calcutta and “the established monthly allowance 
collected at Madras” for the support of the poor Indian inhabitants of 
this settlement proved, however, inadequate, as hundreds continued to 
die daily. A charitable subscription list was therefore opened at every 
civil and military station, and Rs. 50,000 were subscribed in the Com- 
pany’s name for meeting the urgent needs of the population. In this man- 
ner, every attempt was made to alleviate the suffering of the people at 
Madras.’s’^ By the middle of 1783 the situation eased considerably. But 
a great famine in upper India was now beginning to rage. It extended 
from the Indus to the Karamnasa, but it was most acutely felt in the 
region between Agra and Delhi and to the west of Delhi. The people 

Letter from Court, 21 September 1785 (General Letter), para. 10. 

rsi For a more detailed account of this and other famines in Madras read Love, 
Vestiges of Old Madras, Vol. III,-.pp. i95» ^25, 229-36. 

Letter to Court, 7 December 1782, paras. 23-6. 
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ill ihc famincnirccicd areas ticyond ilic Jumna began to leave their 
homes and ilic Government of Bengal passed orders to encourage their 
immigration to Bihar "bolli from the humanity of savjng them... and 
tlic lawful desire, in sucli case, of increasing the subjects of the Companies 
[Company’s] dominions." 

The Bengal province tlid not suffer in tliis famine to any considerable 
degree but iliere was a scare. The province of Bihar suffered greatly by 
the failure of the last harvest and by the artificial svant caused by the 
apprehensions of a greater scarcity. The complaints and fears of it 
extended to Bengal where there was plenty. 

The Government, to encourage the influx of rice from ilie eastern 
districts of Bengal, removed ilie duties on grain of every kind, and laid an 
embargo on exportation by sea except as regards the contracts already 
made for the supply of rice to Madras. They also appointed a Com- 
mittee of Grain consisting of “four commissioners to superintend the 
price, distribution and sale of rice throughout all the provinces dependant 
on this Government."**^ 

The Committee collected information "respecting the August harvest 
and tlie slate of the December crops". They also calculated, on the 
basis of tonnage booked, that more than 1,100,000 maunds of rice were 
due to be exported from Bengal. The exportation of so large a quantity 
of rice covild not be done, as the Committee pointed out, "without a 
hazard of exposing to the last extremity of want the lives of so many 
persons as could be subsisted by it." The Bengal Government therefore 
made “ the embargo on tlie exportation of rice by sea general and total " 
and revoked the resolution admitting a free exportation beyond the 
provinces." The Government took credit that " by the timely interposi- 
tion of our authority, we have in a gre.^t degree prevented the fatal 
effects of scarcity.”*** 

Captains of ships who contracted to carry grain as well as the rice 
merchants were " very great sufferers " by the embargo, and the Govern- 
ment felt that such persons as had actually shipped grain but were 
prevented from exporting it were entitled to some compensation. The 
Committee of Grain considered this matter and decided that 8 annas 
per bag would be a reasonable compensation. 

It was during this famine that on the proposal of the Governor 
General the Bengal Government decided that "buildings of solid masonary 
should be constructed to serve the purposes of perpetual granaries to the 
two provinces "*** of Bengal and Bihar, and the Chief Engineer prepared 
a plan for a granary at Patna " which still stands as monument of past 
resolutions, bearing its inscription, 'For the perpetual prevention of 
famines in India but empty and disused."*** 

Letter to Court, 23 October 1783. paras. 14G, 193-7. 

1** Letter to Court, 29 November 1783, paras. 20-8. 

1*5 Letter to Court, 9 February 1784, paras. 16-23. 

i*« Report of the Indian famine Commission (/SSj), part HI. pp. 14-5. 
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LETTER DATED i JANUARY 1782 

Administration of justice in Bengal— compensation to Mir Barkat- 
ullah and others. 

O UR Governor General and Gonndl at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. When the late Act* re.specting the administration of justice in 
Bengal was agitated in the House of Commons, it was intended amongst 
f)Lher things, not only to release from prison and indemnify the native 
Magistrates and others therein named, but also to make provision for the 
future subsistence of Mir Burkut Ulla and Gulluin Muckdum" in their 
former condition and situation, and to declare them Mahomedan Coun- 
sellors to the Court and Council at Patna, with all the privileges, profits 
and emoluments thereto belonging; and also, in consideration of their 
losses and long imprisonment, to pay to each of them severally, or to their 
order, out of the Company’s treasury the sum of five thousand pounds 
three months after demand; and also to Behauder Beg, who had acted 
under the authority of the Council of Patna and been imprisoned, the 
sum of two thousand pounds, in three months after demand, without 
prejudice to any claim or remedy which he or his father, or next heir at 
law, might have in law or equity to any lands or goods whatsoever; and in 
case of the death of any of the beforementioned persons before the arrival 
of the Act of Parliament at Calcutta, or before the money became payable, 
then the above sums to be payed to the lawful representative of the 
deceased; and likewise the sum of five thousand pounds to the child 
or children of the Magistrate of Patna, called the Cadi or Cauzi Saadi, 
who died as he was under conveyance to prison, (if any child or children 
he had) and to the widow of the said Cauzi Saadi, during her natural life, 
a pension or annuity equal to the salary of her late husband. And if the 
said Cauzi Saadi should have died withO'Ut issue, then a sum of one 
thousand pounds to be also paid to his widow, and one thousand pounds 
also to his nearest male relation or relations of the same degree. 

2. As the Company were equally desirous with the promoters of the 
Bill to contribute to the relief of the unhappy sufferers, and to make the 
comipensations abovementioned, and thereby to manifest their regard for 
the native inhabitants of Bengal, it was, upon due consideration, judged 
advisable and more honourable for the Company to omit the compulsory 
clauses in the Act, and agreed that order should be given by the Court 
of Directors in their next advices to the Governor General and Council 
for the money to be issued from their treasury, and paid accordingly. 

3 - We therefore direct that within three months, to be computed 
from the day of the receipt of these our orders at Fort William, you issue 
fiom our treasury and cause to be paid to Mir Burcut Ulla, or to his 


A 
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order, ihc sum of five ihousaiul pounds; also to Gullum ^fuckdonl. or to 
his order, the sum of five tliousand pounds; also to Behauder Beg the sum 
of two thousand pounds without prejudice to any claim or remedy which 
he or Ins father, or next heir at law may have, in laAV or equity, to any 
lands or goods whatsoever; and if any of the parties shall not be living 
at vl\c time of the arrival of this our order at Calcutta, or shall die before 
the money become payable, or is paid, the same shall be paid to his or 
their lawful rcprcseniaiivcs; also to the child or children (if any there be) 
of the late Cnnii Saadi of Patna five thousand pounds; also that you pay, 
or cause to be paid, to the widow of the said Cnuzi Saadi, during her 
natural life, a pension or annuity equal to the salary of her late husband; 
also to the said widow of the said Cauzi, if he shall have died without 
issue, the sum of one thousand pounds; also in that case to the nearest 
male relation or relations of the said Cauzi Saadi the sum of one thousand 
pounds; and it is our pleasure that the said monies be issued from our 
treasury, and the payment thereof be made free of all charge or expense 
to the receivers and within the time before limited. 

\Vc have already noticed that it was intended by the Act to have 
reinstated Mir Burcut Ulla and Gullum Mticdoin, and to have declared 
tiicm Mahoincdan Counsellors to the Council of Patna with all the 
privileges, profits and emoluments thereto belonging. It appearing that 
their error or misconduct (if any hath been) did not proceed from corrupt 
motives, and the Act having dircctctT that they should be forthwith dis- 
charged from their imprisonment on security being given for the damages 
recovered, which security you are required to cause to be given on their 
behalf, and that it shall be competent to appeal to His Majesty in Council 
against the judgment, we hereby direct that you take care to pay due 
obedience to the directions given in the said Act; and also that Mir 
Burcut Ulla and Gullum Muedom be forthwith restored to their 
respective offices as Mahomedan Counsellors to the Council of Patna, 
with all the privileges, profits and emoluments thereto belonging. 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Lau. Sulivan / Wm, James / Jno. 
Woodhouse / John Hunter / John 
Roberts/John Harrison/Jas. Moffatt/ 
W. G. Freeman/Heny. Savage/W. 
Bensley/L. Darell/George Tatem/ 
London, Jn. Townson / Thos. Cheap / F. 

the ist January 1782. Baring/Thos. Parry. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 3. 

Received per ship Worcester November gth 1782. 



LETTER DATED 25 JANUARY 178? 


Sailinn-s 

O 


^ of ships — commercial slalislics — Raghoba's ^ 

case — appointment of Stables to the Fort William Council — appoint 
meats— plan to improve fortifications— terms of appointmenL^l, 
verian Regiment — Coote's victory over Haidar AH— the pact iui\. 
of Berar — General GoddaiaVs victory at Bassein — Dutch poioer^^\ ^ 
be destroyed — Captain Summer’s estate — monetary assistance 


forbidden — mining and coinage to he Company’s sole respons ^ 

Elijah Impey’s appoint meat as Judge of Sadar Diwani Adalat 
sideration — strength and pay of King’s regiments — defalcatiol^j , ^ 
masters — vieius on various contracts — Master Attendant not to h? ^ 
contracts — vieu's regarding adx>ances of money by Hastings for 
Camac s army and Berar army — no claim to loll on Company’s \ , 1 

to be entertained except in return for adequate ach’antages — nei , 
trade in raw silh — no contract for printing of chintz to be “ 

Stibbert appointed provincial Commando* in Chief. 

{Q)UR Governor General and Gouncil at Fort William in Ben°^^‘ 

of ■ 

1. The Tryal schooner, Captain Poynter, carried our disjf 

the 29th August; other transcripts thereof are herewith sent, j 

1 • 

and Fox 

2. By the ships Duke of Grafton, Walpole, True Briton other 
which happily arrived from St. Helena in company with the fourtf 

viz., 

overaber 


ships mentioned in the accompanying list of arrivals and depaj 
shipping, we received your advices in the different departments, I 

General Letter, Civil and Secret Departments, dated 29th N 


[^ 7 ' • ■] er [17. . .1 

General Letter, Board of Trade, dated 25th and 2gth NovembUp^. 


•] 

!••] 


General Letter, Revenue Department, dated 25th and postscr' 
Novemiber 

General Letter, Law Department, dated 25th November [ly.j 
Letter from the Governor General, dated 29th Novemiber [t 7 riM i 
General Letters by Major Scott, dated 7th and 13th January 
Letter from the Governor General to the Chairman, dai 
January [17...] 

3. The names and destination of the ships taken up for the! 
season are as follows, viz,. 


Ships 

Tons 

Commanders 

Alfred 

... 758 

James Brown 

Calcutta 

... 761 
... 758 

William Thomson 

Ganges 

John H. Dempster 

Morse 

... 864 

Joseph Elliott 

Royal Henry 

. . . 804 

Ralph Dundas 

Earl Talbot 

... 758 

Robert Taylor 


present 


Consignme 


Coast and 


Ints 


China 
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Ships 

Tons 

Commanders 

Consignmenis 

Royal Bishop 

. 720 

William Mcars 

Bombay and 

Bcncoolen 

Ceres 

m 

Thomas Price 


Diihon 

75 .*> 

fames West 


Sorfolh 

m 

Sami, Chas. 
Bonham 

• Coast aud China 

Major 

755 

David Artiuir 


Hawke 

m 

Vrancis Scott j 

1 

Worcester 

m 

John Cook 

Coast and Bay 

Kent 

755 

l^ctcT Sioakcs ; 

I Coast and China 

IVarren Hastings .. 

755 

Thomas Larkins J 


.j. Besides the aboveiiieniioncci slops we liave agreed lo lake up 
the following, now* building in the ruuiii of the undernientioncd, viz.. 

Slutut, Bute, British AViig, Shrewsbury, Talbot, Ankeiivyke, 
Canton, Europa, Godfrey and Royal George, whose names and consign- 
ments will be advised by a future opportunity. 

5. Having agreed to advance to the connnaniler of each ship 
monthly, on account of the owners, the sum of two hundred pounds from 
the time of his arrival at the first port in India lo his final dispatch for 
Europe, at the rate of ss. id. per current rtipce in Bengal, and at ihe 
other Presidencies and Ctiiua at the rates uienlioncd in the charterparties. 
you must therefore not only send uii the ship (if she shall be dispatched 
by you to any other port in India or China) an account of what money 
you have advanced to the commander, but also transmit to us the like 
account in duplicate. 

G. As the Egmonl could not be got ready in lime to proceed on her 
voyage the last season, we have taken her up on the same terms as the 
ships now outward bound, and the owners have changed the ship’s name 
to the Royal Bishop. 

7. Besides the ships mentioned in the preceding paragraph we have 
taken up the iVoth'ngftam, Brilliant and the Ann and Einelia as trans- 
ports to carry troops and stores for the run to India only, and when they 
have duly delivered all the goods, stores, effects and reemits and every 
thing else belonging to the Company, the said ships are then to be 
disposed of on account of the owners, and we send by each ship the 
counterpart of the charterpariy which must be strictly complied with, 
particularly that [part] wherein it is expressly stipulated, that none of 
the said ships shall be sold to any European nation whatsoever, except 
the English, nor to any of the country powers in the East Indies, tvithout 
the leave and permission of the Company's Governor and Council or Chief, 
or Resident, where they shall happen to be disposed of, and the, purchaser 
or purchasers are to give security to the said Governor and Council to 
submit to and abide by the said conditions. 

8. As two thirds of the freight of the said ships are to be paid in 
England, and the remaining third at their final port of delivery, tve shall 
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send by each ship a stated account of what the owners receive to the time 
of the ship’s departure. 

9. In case any of the said ships should be ordered to Bengal, and 
there finish their voyages and be discharged the service, we have directed 
our other Presidencies to forward to you the counterparts of the charter- 
parties and all other necessary papers and informations that you may 
know how to act in compliance therewith. 

10. We hereby permit the captain of the ship Ann and Emelia, if 
she shall be disposed of in Bengal, to pay into your treasury the amount 
of the produce of that ship and her stores, for which you are to grant 
bills of exchange, in the like manner you are directed to do for her 
freight, which bills are to be made payable to Messrs. Angerstein and 
Lewis. 

11. Mr. James Campbell, late third mate and purser of the Warren 
cartel ship which was seized by the French at Mauritius, having applied 
to us for payment of his wages and the balance of his account with the 
Company, we have, in consideration of the hardships of his situation, 
advanced him £400 on account, and herewith send copies of the memo- 

. rials and accounts he presented to us, in order that the same may be 
settled in Bengal which is hereby directed to be done, and the balance 
which shall be due to him paid; we have permitted him to take his 
passage on one of the ships now under dispatch. 

IS. Our exports to the several Presidencies in India and China this 
season will principally consist of the following articles, and we also advise 
you of the remains of last season which could not be then sent for want 
of tonnage, viz.. 


For Bengal 

Cloth 405 bales; long ells 60 bales; broad long ells 45 bales; and of 
the remains of woollens of last season 870 bales of cloth, 42 bales 
of long ells, 35 bales of broad long ells, flannels 10 bales containing 
200 pieces for cartridges; lead 100 tons; copper 600 tons; iron 200 tons. 

For Fort St. George 

Cloth 465 bales; long ells 15 bales; also 10 bales of white serges 
for cartridges the remains of last season. Copper 500 tons; lead 200 
tons; iron 200 tons; gunpowder about 1200 barrels of 60 lbs, each. 

For the Presidency of Bomibay 

Cloth 471 bales; long ells 85 bales and 57 bales of broad long ells; 
also 1210 bales of cloth; 316 bales of long ells and 36 bales of 
broad long ells of the remains of last season; lead 150 tons; copper 
370 tons, and a further quantity of 60 tons remaining of last year; 
iron 200 tons. 



Tor Bussora 


Cloth 352 bales and long ells 300 bales of 10 pieces each, being the 
remains of last season. 


I'or China 

Cloth 712 bales; long ells 1750 bales and 39 bales of camblets of 

20 pieces each; also of the remains of last season g bales of cloth, 

60 bales of long ells and one bale of camblets. Lead Goo tons. 

13. Enclosed you will receive copies of the orders of His Majesty’s 
Most Honourable Privy Council, permitting the Company to export 
warlike stores and copper under the restrictions therein mentioned, and 
you must obey those orders by returning the certificates required. 

i.j. On account of the very great demand which will be required 
for the accommodation of His Majesty’s and our military force and 
transportation of stores of all kinds, we have been obliged to prohibit 
any articles being sent out to either our civil or military servants. 

15. The quantity of saltpetre, to be laden on the ships consigned 
to Bombay this season, is to be the same as the former season. 

iG. As our Presidency of Fort Marlborough will stand in need of 
many articles from Bengal, you are to alford tlicm sucli assistance as may 
render our settlements on chat coast of the greatest utility to the Company. 

17. As most of the consignments for your Presidency this season 
are laden on the ships bound to Fort St. George and China, now under 
dispatch, we have given directions to our President and Council at Fort 
St. George to land all the consignments for your Presidencies and to 
forward them by the first opportunities. 

18. We have appointed the following gentlemen to be our Council 
of Supra Cargos at Canton for managing the Company’s affairs in China 
this season, viz., Mr. James Bradshaw, William Henry Pigou, George 
Rogers, Abraham Roebuck, Henry Browne, John Harrison, George 
Cuming, Alexander Bruce, Charles Edw'ard Pigou, Henry Lane, David 
Lance, Thomas Freeman, Thomas Kuyck Van Mierop, William Fitzhugh. 

ig. Our trade in China having of late years sustained very great 
injuries from the improper interference of the King’s officers, and the 
constant residence of certain persons in that kingdom, we transmit you 
copies of our observations and special orders thereupon as sent (by the 
ships now under dispatch) to our supra cargos of Council there; and you 
are hereby required, so far as the said observations and orders regard 
your Presidency, to act in the strictest conformity thereto. We have 
also enclosed copy of our commission given to our supra cargos on this 
occasion for recalling from China the several persons therein mentioned. 
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20. Enclosed Ave transmit, for your information, a copy of a letter 
from Ragob:ih\ dated the 24th day of November 1778, brought hither 
b)’ Hurmunt Rum and Monoher Parsee employed, as they declared, by 
him for that purpose. 

i 

21. In Ragobah’s letter to us, the names of the messengers are not 
e.xpressed; but by a letter from Ragobah to His Majesty it should seem 
that Elur Jewon Row had been the person deputed to bring the before- 
mentioned letters to England. 

22. The subject of Ragobah’s letters is noAV by no means necessary 
to be particularly discussed. We, however, think- it necessary to acquaint 
you, that if, in concluding a peace with the Maratta State, a suitable 
provision could be made for Ragobah it Avould be highly agreeable 
to us. 


23. Copy of our letter to Ragobah comes a number in the packet 
for your further information. 

24. We also think it necessary to inform you, that the agents or 
messengers- Avdio brought Ragobah’s letters Avere properly accommodated 
at the Company’s charge during their residence in England; and that 
the sum of £1,200 Avas granted them to defray their passage to India. 
And Ave have reason to expect that they Avill return home impressed Avith 
proper ideas of the Company’s beneficence toAvard them and of the 
liberal reception which they have met with in England. Copies of letters 
received from them, dated at Brussells and Venice, are numbers in the 
packet. 

25. We transmit for your information and guidance, copies of two 
letters from His Majesty’s Secretaries of State respecting Mr. Boltsb 
together Avith the representation of Count Belgioioso"*, the Imperial 
Minister, and Ave strictly enjoin and charge you to take especial care 
that no just cause of offence be henceforth given to any subject of His 
Imperial Majesty or to the subjects of any prince or state Avhatever in 
amity with Great Britain. 

26. It is with great satisfaction we learn from the 9th paragraph 
of a letter from our Select Committee of Fort St. George, dated the lyth 
of February last, that Nizam Ally, after having been so justly provoked 
by the proceedings otf our late Select Committee, has not availed himself 
of the embarrassed situation, of affairs, that he has assumed milder 
language, and that from intelligence from the Deccan nothing dangerous 
was to be immediately expected from that quarter. We attribute this 
change of behaviour in the Nizam to the timely and effectual interference 
of our Governor General and Council, and we have no doubt but the 
prudent conduct of those persons, at present in the administration of 
affairs on the Coast, will also much contribute to restore to the Nizam 
that confidence in the Company’s honor and faithfulness which had been 
so much shaken by the improper behaviour of their predecessors. 



a7. IMiilip Fraiich Esqr. having resigned his office of one of ihc 
Council at Fort William in ilcng;il, uc have, in pursuance of the powers 
vested in us by several Acts of Parliaiticni. nominated and appointed 
John Stables Kst^r. to succcccl to the said office, which Ilis Majesty has 
been graciously pleased to approve, copy of which apj)roval and of our 
coimuissiou given to Mr. Stables arc herewith sent; he lakes his passage 
on the ship IVorccslcr, and his salar)' is to commence from the time of his 
embarking on board that ship. 

aS. In consccpicncc of the rccoimnendations of Mr. Tilman Henckcll, 
Senior Merchant on )our establishment, we direct tliat he do succeed 
as Resident at Rungporc on the first vacancy. 

ag. We have permitted Mr. Nathaniel Uateman’ to return to Bengal 
(on a Dane ship) as a Senior Merchant with tlic usual salary and allo^v• 
anecs, and we also direct that when a vacancy shall happen in tlic Board 
of Trade after Messrs Bcchcr, Lane, Ryder and Grueber arc provided for,’ 
agreeable to our former orders, he be admitted thereto as youngest 
member, but is not to be appointed to the cliargc of any Chiefship 
without our c.^press directions. 

30. We have appointed Nfr. William Bertie (whom you strotigly 
recommended to us for preserving the Company’s records at Patna from 
fire in 1769) to Uc a Junior Merchant in Bengal, and to take his rank 
as such from the time of his arrival at Calcutta. 

31. Mr. Samuel Grindall Is hereby .ippoinicd a writer at your 
Presidency in the room, and with the rank, of Mr. Thomas Fnrn as 
advised in the -jfith paragraph of onr letter of the 31st May last; 
Mr. Grindall being in India, his covenants will be sent by one of the 
ships under dispatch, which arc to be executed by liini and returned. 

32. We have also appointed Mr. George Cheap to be a writer at 
your Presidency in the stead, and with the rank, of Mr. Charles Wilks 
as advised in our letter of the 31st May last. 

33. Messrs Christopher Oldfield, Thomas Meyers and l^ruiicis 
Pierrard, appointed writers for Bengal last season, proceed thither in 
the ship Worcester, and they are on their arrival to rank agreeable to 
our letter of the 31st May last. 

34. The rank of Mr. John Elliot, whose appointment as a writer 
for your Presidency was'adviscd in our letter of the 2nd February 1781, 
is to be next below Mr. Henry Taylor. 

35. Mr. Charles Wyatt, who took his passage on the Blandford, 
is to rank as a Practitioner Engineer at your Presidency next under 
Edward Dandridge. 



25 JANUARY 1782 


9 


36. The Reverend Mr. ArLhur Ackland Barber, whom we have 
appointed Chaplain to the troops serving in the Vizier’s country with 
the usual pay and allowances, proceeded to his station on the ship Lord 
M III grave, 

37. Mr. J. D. Mattos, a cadet at your Presidency, having ellccted 
the recovery of his health for which he came to England, has our permis- 
sion [to] return to his dnty without prejudice to his rank. 

38. Major Henry Bevan, Captains Walter Bourkc, George Hoggan 
and Edmund Lambert, also Lieutenant Anthony Hamilton, who came 
to England Avith your licence, have our permission to return to their 
duty without prejudice to their respective ranks. 

39. Captain Lieutenant John Wemyss of your artillery returns to 
his duty, without prejudice to his rank, on the Ganges. 

40. We shall send iiG cadets to your Presidency. Lists of their names 
and rank will be conveyed to you by the latter ships, and they will be 
furnished Avith certificates of their appointment signed by our Secretary. 

41. We have appointed Mr. James Parlby to be a Practitioner 
Engineer at your Presidency; he takes his passage on the Worcester. 

42. Mr. Richard Henry, one of the cadets for your Presidency of 
last season, proceeds to his station on the Hawke, and is on his arrival 
to take rank next beloAV Lowther Peele. 

43. Lieutenant William Craggs returns to Bengal, and is on his 
arrival to rank as the 164th lieutenant, Avhich Avas the standing he held 
Avhen he quitted the service. We have lent him £100 on his bond to 
repay the same out of his pay and emoluments, Avhich Avill be sent by 
the ship Avhereon he takes his passage. 

44. We have licensed Captain Thomas Adair, formerly an officer 
on your establishment but Avho has since been admitted as an invalid on 
the Military Fund®, to proceed to and remain in Bengal for three years 
provided he took his passage on a neutral ship. 

45. We have also permitted Mr. George Gordon to proceed to 
Bengal on a neutral ship to exercise his profession of a printer. 

46. Captain- Hugh McDermot, Avho proceeds to his rank in your 
military by the ship Ann and Ernelia, has been advanced by us £100 
to be repaid out of his groAviiig pay and emoluments agreeable to the 
tenour of his bond herewith transmitted. 

47- Mr. Thomas Richardson, Avho proceeds on the Rodney packet, 
is on his arrival to rank next beloAV Mr. Roderick Fraser, a cadet of 
the preceding season. 
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■iS. Mr. John BuIIivniu. appoiiued a cadet for your Presidency in 
1778 in the room of Mr. Kdmuml Pyits Myddlcloii. is 10 rank next 
below Mr. Henry Nicholas Lionel Berkley. 


.19. Mr. Mackenzie Aird is appointed a cadet for Bengal in the room 
of, and with the rank of, Mr. Stephen Uowand who was nominated last 
season but did nut proceed thither. 

50. We have apjiointed the following gentlemen cadets for your 
Presidency, who arc oti their arrival to rank as cadets of last season, viz., 

Mr. Alexander O'llara next below Mr. Paul Cudniore 

John Missing next below John Dickens 

George Johnston next below Thos. Horner 

James Livingston next below George Bogle 

James Davidson next below Robt. Brougliton. 

51. ^Vc have also appointed Messrs GrilHth Jones, Thomas Amphleti, 
Joseph Richardson and William Sprlngham Pryor (who arc abroad) to 
be cadets for Bengal, and we shall advise their rank by a future oppor- 
tunity. 

52. We have permitted several persons to proceed to India this 
season to practise as surgeons, who arc to be employed in our service 
as assistant surgeons where they may be wanted, and approved lists 
thereof will be sent with tlie rank in which they arc to serve. 

53. Major George Burghall, late of our Corps of Engineers at Fort 
St. George, having submitted to our consideration a plan proposing 
sundry improvements in the mode of fortification at present adopted in 
India, and that an Inspector and Director of Fortifications throughout 
India should be appointed, also that a corps of miners and pioneers 
should be established at each of our Presidencies, w’C enclose you a copy 
thereof, and direct that you take the opinion of the Commander in Chief 
at your Presidency on its utility and expediency, whose report thereon 
must be forwarded to England by the first ship that shall be dispatched 
after the receipt thereof, in order to assist us in our final determination 
on the said plan. 

54. We have been obliged, from the great want of recruits for His 
Majesty's service, to accept of several young lads who are under .the 
standard height in hopes and expectation of their growing in the course 
of the voyage; but if upon their arrival they should be declared too 
short for our military corps then we recommend that they be sent to 
Bombay to serve in our marine. 

55. You will have been informed by our Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the necessity we have been under of accepting, in the 
present scarcity of men, of a corps of foreigners; and His Majesty having 
been graciously pleased to permit a regiment consisting of two battalions 
to be raised at Hanover in his name as Elector, we proceed to inform 
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you of ihe terms and conditions upon which the said regiment has been 
entertained for die service of the Hast India Company, and we direct 
that you strictly observe and punctually fulfil the same, so far as shall 
depend upon you, while any of the said troops arc at your settlement. 

General articles of the agreement 

1. The regiment is to remain in the service of the East India 
Company for the term of seven years, from the date of their arrival 
in the East Indies; and two years before the cKpiration of that 
time, notice must be given to His Majesty, in case the Company 
shall think it necessary to have the regiment in pay any longer, as 
that will retpiire a now agreement. 

2. In case the regiment or the whole complement of the 
regiment cannot be raised then the Company shall take such number 
of recruits as may have been raised for that purpose, and pay all 
expenses incurred on that account. 

3. No deductions, whatever, are to be made out of the money 
which is agreed upon to be paid, according to the particular articles. 

.p The regiment is to be put equally on the same footing as 
His Majesty’s troops in the East Indies, with regard to pay, rank, 
duty, and in every other respect, nothing expected [excepted]. 

5. Elis Majesty not intending to profit in the least by granting 
the regiment for the service of the Company, it is, on the other 
hand, agreed that the Company shall pay all expenses whatever 
incurred on that account. 

Articles relative to the raising and forming the regiment 

1. The regiment is to consist of two battalions; each battalion 
of ten companies, viz., 8 fuzilier companies, one grenadier company 
and one company of light infantry. The complement of each company 
100 men. 

Staff of each battalion: 1 lieutenant colonel; 1 major; 1 lieutenant 
captain or captain lieutenant; 1 adjutant major, rank of lieutenant; 

1 adjutant, rank of ensign; 1 judge, rank of lieutenant; 1 chaplain, 

1 surgeon, 2 cadets, 5 surgeon’s mates, like serjeants; 1 drum major, 
like serjeants; 4 musicians, as lance corporals; 1 armourer, 1 pro- 
vost, as private. 

Each company to consist of: 1 captain; 2 lieutenants; 1 ensign; 

3 serjeants; 1 corporal; 1 clerk; 3 corporals; 2 drummers; 12 lance- 
corporals; 74 privates = lOo. 

For the service of the artillery, per battalion: 1 serjeant; 

2 corporals; 12 cannoniers. 
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a. Il being ciuioniary with the German troops to have two 
pieces of cannon, :j or G pounders, atiuciicd to each battalion, the 
Company will send orders that these be provided out of tlicir 
magazines, and they are to remain aliaclicd to the battalion, inde- 
pendent of the corps of artillery, during ilic time of service; at the 
expiration of which they arc to be returned. 

3. The levy-money for every man (noji-commissioncd ofliccrs 
included) is fixed at live pounds sterling. The standard of the 
men is to be the same as fur the marching regiments in England. 

4 itticlcs relating to mbustcncc motley^ [my and allowances 

t. 'riic subsistence money for the staff of the first .battalion 
(the f)K}vdl and the musicians only excepted), also the subsistence 
for the men for the sen-ice of the artHlcrj' for the wliolc regiment, 
and likewise for all oflitcis, uou-cuunnisstuned oflicers and druinmcvs 
of the first battalion, is (o coimncucc from the first of July 1781. 
lint iviih regard to the subsistence for the j>rivatc, a ccriificaic is to 
be produced, ascertaining the inimbcr of men raised in the niontfi 
of Jtdy, and signed by the two conimissfuncrs n])poinicd by His 
Majesty for that purpose, Baron Munchhauson, Ihivy Giuit.scllor of 
the ^Var■0^icc at Hanover, and Major General Baron Busschc, on 
the receipt of which the subsistence jiioncy, for the men actually 
raised, is to be paid for llic whole month of July, and thus it is to 
continue the following months, until a report be made of the whole 
being complete. 

2. In the like manner the Company shall reimburse all expenses 
incurred on account of subsistence of such recruits as may have been 
actually made in the juonth of June. 

3. As soon as the first battalions shall have passed in revieiv 
before the officers, appointed by the Company for that purpose, the 
full English pay for that first battalion shall commence. 

4. The stoppages arc to be regulated as with the King’s troops; 
but their distribution to be made according to the Hanoverian 
method. 

5. The two cadets per battalion arc to receive the same pay 
and alloAvances as those- sent out by the Company. 

G. And whereas the regiment, from the day of its arrival, is 
ill every respect to be equally on the same footing as His Majesty’s 
troops in the East Indies, all papers relative thereunto, and stating 
the extra-allowances in garrison, as weil as those called batta are 
to be transcribed and annexed to these articles as part thereof. 
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to the service in field or garrison, viz., upon guards, pickets, com- 
mands, etc., with regard to commissioned as well as non-commissioned 
officers and privates in all cases where the fact is so clear as not to 
require a great formality of trial, and which only amount to a short 
arrest with respect to commissioned officers; and comparatively to 
the usual punishments for non-commissioned officers and privates. 

3. Our British Commanding Officer in the East Indies must 
however, in the abovemen tioned cases, inflict no other punishment 
than what is usual and customary amongst our Electoral troops. 

4. Should a crirne, in field or garrison service, be committed 
which deseiwes a hard corporal punishment, or punishment of death, 
and a judicial examination and inquisition be required, then the 
British Commanding General or Officer may put the delinquent under 
arrest; but he must deliver him up to the Commanding Officer of 
our Electoral troops, in order to proceed against him according to 
the precepts of their martial law. And the sentence, before it be 
carried into execution, is to be laid before the Commanding General 
or Commanding Officer, who, in case the sentence should be found 
inadequate to the crime or it should be deemed necessary to aggra- 
vate the punishment on account of particular circumstances occur- 
ring, has a right to order a court-martial to be held on that subject. 
Of all which transactions hereafter a report is to be made to us. 

5. Supposing the possibility that the commanding officers on 
both sides could not agree upon the subject, then a report of it is 
to be made to us, and the case referred to our further pleasure. 

6. In order that all misunderstandings or disputes, which may 
happen between non-commissioned officers and privates of the two 
different nations, may be adjusted in the shortest manner, and in 
order that a mutual confidence and good harmony may always 
subsist, the commanders, on both sides, are to appoint two officers 
for the purpose of enquiring into such disputes, who are either to 
settle the affairs themselves, or, if necessary, to make a report thereof 
to their respective commanders. 

7. In general our Electoral troops serving in the East Indies are 
to enjoy the same privileges, in every respect, which are allowed 
to our British troops there on service. 

56. We are sorry to observe, notwithstanding our express command 
that His Majesty’s forces should be properly accommodated with barracks, 
or places to lodge in, when not in the field, and that in general the 
same attention should be paid to their welfare as to that of the Company’s 
own troops, there should have been any ground of complaint on the 
above accounts from Fort St, George. Copy of a letter from Lord 
Maclebd to the Secretary at War, and of his letter to us on the subject, 
are transmitted for your further information; and we now most positively 
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enjoin you lo take cfTcctual care that every proper and necessary accom- 
modation be made for the reception of His ^tajcsly’s troops on their 
arrival at your Presidency. 

57. Yon will obsene by the 17th section of an Act passed in tlie 
last session of Parliament, of wltich yon receive copies by this conveyance, 
that the Company arc to pay two lacks of current rn))ccs per annum for 
eacli regiment of 1000 men, ami in that proportion for a greater or less 
number sent at their requisition to the Kasi Indies for the Company's 
service, over and above the exiraordinarics now borne and defrayed by the 
Company, and that the pay of the troops already sent is to be computed 
from the 2.|th of June 1781, and of those to be Iicrcafter sent from the 
time of their embarkation. Vott will therefore take care that the subsis- 
tence of His Majesty’s forces at your sctilcmcm be provided for, and 
regularly paid to the orders of the officers commanding each respective 
regiment. The remainder of allowances is to be paid by the Company 
according to such regulations as shall be settled bet\veen the Paymaster 
General of His Majesty’s forces, the Secretary at \Yar and the Court of 
Directors. This article has been already [under] consideration; and we 
have agreed generally that the current rupee shall be valued at 2j id; 
and that the remainder of the allowance to be paid by the Company to 
His Majesty’s troops shall, if agreeable to the Paymaster General and 
the Secretary at War, he remitted by bills of exchange to be drawn by the 
Governor General and Council upon the Court of Directors; and that 
the subsistence money advanced to the King’s troops now serving in 
India to be computed from the 24111 day of June last, and also of those 
now proceeding to India shall, if approved by the Paymaster General and 
Secretary at War, be in like manner repaid by bills of exchange to be 
drawn by the Governor General and Council of Bengal, payable at 365 
days’ sight, provided the state of the Company’s disposable money in 
England shall be such as shall enable them to pay the said bills of 
exchange after providing for a dividend of 8 per cent per annum to the 
proprietors and not otherwise, tvhicli conditional words must be inserted 
in all such bills of exchange; nor must they be drawn upon any other 
terms whatever. This is the present state of the business; if any altera- 
tions take place you will be duly informed thereof; if not you will con- 
sider the above as an agreement, and be governed accordingly until you 
shall receive our further instructions on the subject. 

58. We have paid due attention to the case of military officers in 
India who complain of hardship in having done the duty of absentees, 
when such absentees are permitted to return to India with the rank which 
•they would have held had they not resigned the Company’s sendee; and 
we have determined, that no military officer returning from India on 
private affairs, or for any other cause, except for the recovery of health, 
nor in such case except it shall have been judged absolutely necessary 
for the preservation of life, (which must be attested by the principal 
surgeon of the Presidency under his hand and seal) shall henceforth 
be re-admitted into the Company’s service in India with higher rank 
than he enjoyed at the time of his resignation; and even in cases where 
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want of health is the lone cause of resignation, officers shall not be 
allowed after long absence, and at very distant periods, to return Avith 
the rank Avhich they Avould have held if no such resignation had happened. 
But indulgence of this kind shall be restricted to three years’ residence 
here, or to a reasonable space of .time, to be computed from the day of 
resignation to the day of re-admission into the sendee, of Avhich you shall 
be particularly advised Avhenever any military officer shall return to India 
under the aboA^e circumstances. 

59. As our Commander in Chief has represented that the dismission 
of officers Avho Avere originally entertained as cadets Avithout the permis- 
sion of the Court of Directors Avould be so diametrically opposite to the 
oood of the service that to adhere to the letter of the Court’s orders 

O 

Avould, in the present situation of things, be a dangerous measure, and 
that if put in force he could not he ansAverahle for the service, we must 
acquiesce in the appointment of those officers; but as Ave shall not fail to 
send a sufficient number of cadets to keep our establishment oif officers 
complete Ave hereby reneAV the prohibition of making cadets, or admitting 
any person in our military service, except by the authority of the Court 
of Directors. 

Go. It is Avith gi'eat satisfaction Ave have received a letter from our 
Chief and Factors at Anjengo, dated the 6th of August 1781, enclosing 
extract of a letter from Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote to Colonel 
BraithAs^aite, dated the Gth July, containing the very agreeable information 
of the success of our army on the Coast, the 1st of that month, in a general 
action Avith Hyder Ally CaAvn, betAveen Porto Novo and Mootepollam, 
in Avhich 4000 of the enemy Avere killed including many of their principal 
officers, and Meer Saib mortally Avounded". 

61. By the same channel Ave learn that the Sioalloiv packet reached 
Madrass the 22nd of June, and the Rodney the 12th of July; that the 
army commanded by Sir Eyre Coote passed Permacoil the 18th of July, 
Avith a vieAv to effect a junction Avith a large detachment of Bengal troops 
which, Avith three battalions from the Northern Circars, had been for 
sometime oh their Avay to Madrass Avhere, by the last advices, they Avere 
nearly arrived. 

62. Our GoA^ernor and Select Committee of Bombay also inform us, 
in their letter of the 28th of July last, that by a letter from the GoA^ernor 
General and Council, dated the 7 th of May, they Avere advised that an 
engagement had been formed Avith the Government of Berar; that the 
principal points were for a body of cavalry to join Colonel Pearse’s** 
detachment and assist in the Avar against Hyder Ally, for the Berar army 
immediately to leave the province of Orissa, for an expedition against 
Gurrahmandulla to be aided by the Company’s troops; and that another 
article Avas preliminary to a still nearer connexion of the tAvo Govern- 
ments, fixing also the means by Avhich it might be effected. 

63. In this imperfect state of information Ave are unable to judge 
of the propriety of the engagement entered into Avith the Rajah of Berar, 


5 



r«oM rx.v..T 


1 .,.* « : s:.^:" ■' rS^S^SS s = 

“ “- s £s;£|£s«:£^^ 

lS>;-isf!5s;“£sii*S?£»^ 

’^''‘'''"nnd t\ic consc'l"'"^,';; espccicd «o »" instance J^,i,l, had 

is#^€iisciirSg 

vcsioraxioi' inspitcrt ov \Vc trust tUc ^ 

mcMimmsi 

relnlorceinenis. Coote 1>« . ,hc Dt.iclt on t 

^-:^.:'hod. ooddat.. p^-' " s; 

fi. The success jjj5j c\e' command. incidcaie the 

“,sfe’E *'5 =’«£!£r;» s 


You , The weus“'- etnineui uco 

SS=n;££Tr 

- '”£;'‘Ji»“. ■“*’■■ ,M. =■ ••» 

rV-»- -'"“■ . ,. ,„« ,,.« .-;£-■•= ” 'i’S 

SSS--*::::: - 

»“•”■■' .»»”'«£w «-:f, 


pvoposed 

;ri;e >)-" “■■' ,„cer «pon ^"^runut" 1 '«ito« 

„ost despera« 



Eyre Coote 






19 


25 JANUARY 1782 

to the Dutch, However, as Great Britain and the States General are 
at open war, every cliort must be continued to guard against, and, if 
possible, to reduce and destroy the power of the Dutch in India. 

G8. Having considered the several applications which have been 
made to us for the payment of the salaries of the Governor General 
and Council in the same manner as was ordered to be made to the 
judges of the Supreme Court, and taken the opinion of the Attorney 
■and Solicitor General and of our Standing Council thereon, we direct 
that the salaries of the Governor General and Council be paid in the 
like manner, and at the rate we ordered the salaries of the judges of the 
Supreme Court bv ggrd, gjth, 35th, 36th and 37th paragraphs of our 
Separate Letter of the 15th December 1775. 

69. The inattention of our Governor General and Council to the 

orders we gave in the 8 1st paragraph of our letter of 30th March 1774, 

respecting the estate of Captain .Summers deceased, has been inconvenient 

and expensive to the Company. We see by your consultations that the 
letter was read in Council 20th October 1774, and on 24th of the same 

month referred to the Sub Treasurer to report the state of the account 

of Captain Summers’s estate, and from this time it does not appear that 
any notice has been taken of our orders. 

70. But by . your ca.sh account we find that in February 1775 the 
bonds given for account of Captain Summers’s estate to the amount of 
current rupees 27,143-6-3 for principal and interest were paid off. We 
further find that on the 28th March 1777, Mr. Hastings paid into our 
treasury current rupees 29,196-12 on account of the estate of Captain 
Henry Summers, and finally it appears by your consultations that on 
24th January 1780, the last mentioned .sum was ordered to be paid out 
to Messrs Francis and Ducarrel who claimed it as attornies to the estate 
of Captain Henry Summers. Why the money was paid out in 1775, 
afterwards received into our treasury in 1777, and again paid out in 
January 1780, does not appear. We can only say that this money having 
become the property of the Company by virtue of the deed of assignment 
referred to, and sent you with our said letter of 30th March 1774, and 
the Company being answerable for it, the money ought not to have 
been paid out of our treasury; but, in conformity to the assignment and 
our orders, you should" have kept the money and made up the account 
of Captain Summers’s estate and sent us a certificate thereof. 

71. The neglect of our Governor General and Council in this respect 
occasioned a suit being brought against the Company in the year 1779, 
upon the covenants contained in the deed of assignment: the Company 
were under great difficulty in defending the .suit, not knowing whether the 
money was or was not in their hands or how they were to make up the 
account. The result of this suit, after various proceedings, has been that 
the Company have been obliged to pay the demand of the executors 
of Trinder, under the assignment, to the amount of £2,937-10-4 
besides costs. 
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iGtli February 1780: the Company paid 
in part of the demand under a rule of 

Conn 

2nd July 1781: tlte Company paid l!»c 
remainder of tltc demand settled by 
the Afnster at 

2937 10 4 

which sums the Company arc now in disburse, besides £38-3 paid for 
the cost of the executors of Trindcr, of the Company’s own costs and 
the interest of the money advancetl. 

The way tlte account is made up is as follows: 

I2lh February 177-): rash in the Com- 
pany’s treasury on accotiiit of the 
estate of Captain Summers by account 
then made up current rupees 271^3 

at 2s. If/, is 2827 7 II 

Deduct principal of Trinder's bond £Coo o o 

Interest t year 0 months and 13 days 
from 30th July 1773 to 12th Febriiar)* 

*775 Jit 5 per cent .... 4O i 2 

G4G 1 2 

Due from the Company to Trinder’s 
executors to be paid in England 

according to the assignment . . 2181 6 9 

5 years’ interest thereon at 8 per cent 
from 12th February 1775 to 12th 

February 1780 872 10 3 

Deduct 8 months' interest at 8 per cent 
allowed for remittances . . . 116 G 8 

756 3 7 

2937 10 4 

72. In strictness we might require to be reimbursed all our damages 
and costs, but as we have no reason to think that there has been any thing 
intentionally wrong in the business we will be content to have it settled 
in the following equitable manner, and direct that you require payment 
accordingly, viz., that Mr. Hastings should pay interest at the rate of 8 
per cent for the 27,143 rupees, whilst the money was in his hands from 
February 1775 to 28th March 1777, allowing him as a part of such interest 
the sum of rupees 2,053, which he paid into our treasury in March 1777 
more than he received from thence in February 1775, and that Messrs. 
Francis and Ducarel should pay back the 29.196 rupees received by them 
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in January 1780, with interest at the rate of 8 per cent. This mode of 
settlement appears to us to be perfectly equitable in respect to Messrs. 
Hastings, Francis and Ducarcl who cannot complain of any hardship in 
only paying interest for the money whilst it was in their hands. 

73. You will observe that by the 29th section of the Act of the 21st 
of His Present Majesty for establishing an agreement between the public 
and the Company, “ the 'Company’s servants and other British subjects 
resident in India are prohibited lending money to foreign companies or 
foreign European merchants, and from purchasing goods on their accounts, 
and from being concerned in such transactions and from giving credit by 
bills of exchange on persons in Europe.” This prohibition took its rise 
from ’^vell-gTounded information of many British subjects having been 
concerned in transactions oif this nature, to the very great prejudice of the 
Company. Offenders against this Act may be prosecuted for a. high 
misdemcan[our] and the punishment upon conviction will be very 
severe. 

74. We hope that the legislative prohibition (independent of the 
dread of punishment) will be sufficient to stop the mischief, but lest it 
should not it behoves us and our servants in the government of our 
affairs in India to be very attentive to every transaction of this nature. 
If any persons shall be daring enough, in defiance of the law, either by 
themselves or as agents for others, to aid other companies or foreign 
merchants in 'their European trade they will incur our highest displeasure 
and resentment, and besides such punislnnent as we can inflict ourselves, 
we are determined to prosecute them at law with the utmost rigor. 

75. That no one may plead ignorance of the law or of our resolution 
to enforce a due observance of it, we direct that you cause public notice 
to be given thereof; and if you shall discover any persons in our service 
being concerned in such transactions, we direct that you forthwith suspend 
them, and if such 'discovery fall on licensed traders, you are to declare 
their licences void, withdraw our protection from them and require them 
to return to England. 

76. In all such cases, we direct that you collect the evidence on 
which your charge shall be founded, and inform us thereof at 
large that we may be enabled to take proper legal measures against the 
offenders. 


77 - This is a business of so much importance to 'the Company that 
we must direct you Avill use your utmost exertions therein. It is not pro- 
bable that 'transactions of this kind will be avowed and carried on in an 
open manner, wherefore it may be right to encourage those who have 
knoAvledge thereof to give information to this end. We direct that you 
will cause it to be made known that every person who shall discover any 
offender or offenders against this Act, so that he or they may be prosecuted 
thereon, will merit our favor and future protection and may be assured of 
promotion in our service. 
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78. Wc linvc given tlie like <julcrs wiih these to onr other rresidcncics 
and to our supra cargos In China, niul wc direct that you will not only 
exert yourselves to prevent ofTenccs and punish oirenders at your oun 
Presidenry but that you give your niniost assistance therein at other places. 
For this purpose you arc constantly, by the earliest opportunity, to apprize 
our Governors and Councils at our other Presidencies and our supra eargos 
in China of what you shall know, or have reason to suspect, liath been or 
shall be intended to be done there in order to enable iliem to Investigate 
and take proper proceedings tbcrcoiu 

79. As your j)rocccdings relative to coj>pcr mines ami coinage arc but 
lately received wc shall not, by the present conveyance, enter uj)()n that 
minute investigation of the subject which its importance deserves; but wc 
do not hesitate a momcui to declare that the contracts entered into with 
Mr. Prinsep arc highly prejudicial to our interest. 

80. If it were proper under any circumstances to open mines in llcngal 
it must be on account of the Company alone, as the authority necessary for 
that purpose and the conscqucuce.s must be too important to render it 
prudent to invest any individual or number of individuals tvith such 
authority, 

81. In regard to coinage by an individual it is also utterly improper. 
The Company arc, and ought to be, accountable, so far ns can be the ease, 
for the purity and propriety of the coin of llcngal. Their responsibility 
cannot be transferred, and coiisc<|uciuly their autlioriiy must not, on any 
account whatever, be delegated. 

82. Wc observe in the original agreement with Mr. Prinsep a power of 
annulling or suspending the same at the expiration of three years is reserved 
to us. \Vc therefore direct that you forthwith give him notice of our 
determination in no event to continue the contract beyond the term of 
three years, and require Mr. Prinsep imniediaicly to suiTcndcr the 
grants or contracts for mining and coinage; and wc do hereby positively 
direct that from the receipt of this letter no individual, whatc\’cr, shall 
be suffered to open or work any copper mine or interfere in any manner 
with the copper coinage. 

83. \Ve arc sorry to be obliged to disapprove of the above measures 
in terms so strong and positive because wc do not perceive that you 
have been influenced by other motives than what appeared to you to 
be the interest of the Company; but we direct that in future every 
engagement of such importance be referred to our ultimate decision, 
except in eases that will not admit of delay. 

84. "We have not been inattentive to your proceedings respecting 
the appointment of Sir Elijah Irnpey'® to be judge of the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut, but as that appointment is now under the considera- 
tion of a Committee of the House of Commons, and as the Committee 
have not yet made their report to the House, we think it proper to wait 
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Lhl of (/ic officers of (he Txvcniy third Rci^iniait of Lij^ht Dragoons 


Colonel — Sir John Utirgoyiie, 
Ban. ... 


Lieut. Col. — John FIo)<I ... 
Major — Thoiuas Nubh 
Caj)luins — Jonathan Thomas 
John Beckwith ... 
'I'hos. Crewe DoiW 
Caj)t. Lieut. — Joint Petley ... 
Licuietiaius — Win. Gilbert 
Chilli 

William Walton 
Guy Ilemy 
Crawford ... 
T. J. Venables 
liiiule 

William .Sage ... 
Cornets — George Williams ... 

John Campbell ... 
Thomas Lyre 
John Ilorsefall ... 
John Jalfrcy 
Robert Anslcy 

Adjutant — Robert Hilton ... 
Surgeon — John McCulluck ... 

List of the officers 

Colonel — Robert SamUord ... 
Lieut, Colonel — Andretv 

Gordon ... 

Major — Thomas Adams 
Captains — Athol Douglas ... 
rrancis Fuller 
Henry St, George 
Cole 

George Freer 
Smollet Campbell 
Charles Baillie ... 
John Jackson 
Capt. Lieut. — Charles 

Robertson 

Lieutenants — Anthony Ell wood 
John Shaw 


Ran/c in the 


Regiincnt 


a.| Scpi. 1781 

29 Aug. 1777 
■M. Gciil. 


E. indies 

a.j Sept. 1781 

isi Juno 
. 7 S['i] 

2 .\ Sept. 1781 

2-1 Sept. 1781 

27 Sept. 1781 

28 Sept. 1781 

29 Sept. 17S1 

aS June 1771) 

2.1 .Sept. 1781 

ali Feb. 1780 

25 Sept. 1781 

ag Mar. [1780] 

27 Sej)i. 1781 


28 Sept, 1781 

3 Dec. 1781 

2.1 Sept. 1781 

9 Oct. [1778] 

25 Sept. 1781 

2G Sept. 1781 

27 Sept. >781 

28 Sept. 1781 

2y Sept. 1781 

2.] Sept. 1781 



2.1 Sept. 1781 


of (he loisl Regiment of Foot 


24 Sept. 1781 

Maj. Gen. ly Oct. 17S1 

24 Sept. 1781 

2.\ Sept. 1781 

Lieut. Col.2y Aug. 1777 

15 Sept. 1781 

9 A])r. 1781 

i6 Sept. 1781 

9 Apr. 1781 

J7 Sept. 1781 

10 Apr. 1781 

iS Sept. 1781 

23 Apr. 1781 

19 Sept. 1781 

10 May 1781 

20 Sept. 1781 

8 June 1781 

21 Sept. 1781 

17 June 1781 

24 Sept. 1781 

12 Sept. 1781 

9 Apr, 1781 

13 Sept. 1781 

10 Apr, 1781 
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Lieutenants — Richard Jen- 
nings 

John Napier ... 
William limes 
John Moore ... 
John Brisset ... 
Packcnham 
Bcatly 

Henry Dunn ... 
Robert Wood ... 
Gavin King ... 
Breon Bordes 
William Rolfc 
Elsden 

William Roberts 
Henry Carey 
Fanning 
• Thomas Fairt- 
loLigh 

Flenry Pember- 
ton 

Archibald Ing- 
ram 

William Me. 

Gillwray 
John Braith- 
Avaite 

Mungo Noble 
Ensigns — Dugald Campbell 
Charles Ross 
John Puseley 
William Montgo- 
mery 

Thomas Howell ... 
William Ryan 
William Dane 
James Irwin 

Adjutant — Edmond Coghlan 
Quarter Master — Andrew 

Pallas ... 

Surgeon — Girdles tone 


Rank in the 


Regime }iL 


Army 

14 

Sept. 

1781 

10 

Apr. 

1781 

15 

Sept. 

1781 

10 

Apr. 

1781 

rG 

Sept. 

1781 

1 1 

Apr. 

1781 

17 

Sept. 

1781 

24 

Apr. 

1781 

18 

Sept. 

1781 

0 

June 

1781 

20 

Sept. 

1781 

19 

May 

1781 

21 

Sept. 

1781 

22 

Dec. 

1777 

0 0 

Sept. 

17S1 

18 

June 

1781 

Ot> 

Sept. 

1781 

7 

J Line 

1779 

24 

Sept. 

1781 

19 

Aug. 

1780 

^’5 

Sept. 

1781 




2G 

Sept. 

1781 




27 

Sept. 

1781 




28 

Sept. 

1781 




29 

Sept. 

CO 

7 

July 

CO 

..H 

29 

Sept. 

CO 





Sept. 

1781 




1 

Oct. 

1781 




13 

Dec. 

1781 




20 

Sept. 

1781 

10 

May 

1781 

21 

Sept. 

1781 

10 

May 

1781 


Sept. 

1781 

8 

June 

1781 

^3 

Sept. 

1781 

17 

June 

1781 

24 

Sept. 

1781 




7 

Nov. 

1781 

3 » 

June 

1781 

8 

Nov. 

1781 

26 

July 

1781 

14 

Nov. 

1781 



24 

Sept. 

1781 




24 

Sept. 

1781 




24 

Sept. 

1781 





List of the officers of the 102nd Regiment of Fool 

Colonel' — William Rowley ... 24 Sept. 1781 Maj. Gen. 19 Oct. i7[8i] 

Lieut. Colonel — Gordon 

Forbes ... 24 Sept. 1781 

Major — Thomas Jones ... 24 Sept. 1781 Lt. Col. 29 Aug. 1777 
Captains — Thomas Armstrong 17 Sept. 1781 21 May 1781 



ixriEu riioM covm 


Hank in Uic 


Cipt. 


Ensigns 



lic^imcnl 

> 7 /iy 

ins — 'Mioinas Honey- 
borne 

ly .Sc|ii. tySi 

28 May 1781 

Goilfrcy I'cathcr- 
stone 

ao .Sept. 1781 

28 May 1781 

George lirounc 

1*1 Scpl. 17S1 

3 June 1781 

Arthur l*ync 

2a Sept. 1781 

3 June 1781 

George Ihilhtiu ... 

aj Oct. 1781 

27 Dec. 1778 

Riciuird 

Gardiner 

<» Nov. 1781 

Lieut. — John GliurcU 

2.J .Scpl. 1781 


:u;ims — Rol)cit Gale 

la Sept. 1781 

22 M.iy 1781 

Etlwartl 
Swcciinan ... 

i.j .Sept. 1781 

24 May 1781 

George .Mauuix 

15 Sept. 1781 

2d .Slay 1781 

Harris I'ower 

id Sept. 1781 

28 May 1781 

Richaui 

Duhinns 

17 Sept. 1781 

2y May 1781 

Henry >\(unio 

18 .Scpl. 1781 

2y M.iy 1781 

William lies 

jy .Sept. 1781 

3 June 1781 

George I’ower 

ao Sept. 1781 

)2 Nov. 1778 

Mathew Lalor 

21 Scpl. 1781 

2d July 1781 

Thomas 

Robiubou ... 

22 Scpl. 1781 

8 Aug. 1781 

Hugli Allgood 

Hansard 

23 Sept. 178J 

21) Scpl. 1781 

Thomas Stam- 
ford 

2.J Sept. 1781 

Morgan Stanley 

25 Sept. 1781 


Madlycolt Cane 

26 Sept. 1781 


Laurence Heron 

27 .Scpl. 1781 


James William 
Unwin 

28 Sept. 1781 


William Pat- 
terson 

5 Dec. 1781 


John Green ... 

6 Dee. 1781 


John Green ... 

7 Dee. 1781 

20 May 1781 

Andrew Arm- 
strong 

8 Dec. 1781 

t Sept. 1781 

IS — Robert Gregg 

21 Sept. 1781 

28 May 1781 

Edward Lucas 

22 Sept, 1781 

3 June 1781 

Edward Lo)d 

23 Sept. 1781 

25 July 1781 

Tanfield 

24 Sept. 178! 


Thomas Paterson ... 

25 Sept. 1781 

3 May 1780 

John Thomas 

21 Nov. 1781 


Dennis Kelly 
Armstrong 

12 Dec. 1781 


Mathew Jenour ... 

14 Dec, 1781 
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Chaplain — Fras. Coleman 
Negus 

Adjutant — Thomas Dwyer ... 
Quarter Master — Benjamin 

Garnet 

SurgeoU' — Thomas Kerr 


Fia}ik in the 

RegunenL Army 

24 vSept. 1781 
24 Sept. 1781 

24 Sept. 1781 
24 Sept. 1781 


90. In order to regulate the embarkation of the troops we have 
deputed George Cuming, Richard Hall and John Smith Esquires, of 
the Court of Directors, to proceed to Portsmouth, tvho tvill also acquaint 
you of the number of men embarked on each respective ship and of 
such other circumstances as they shall judge necessary for your 
information. 


gi. As the Company have, on former occasions, made such addi- 
tions to the pay of His Majesty’s troops serving in the East Indies as 
have rendered the whole of their allowances equal to the pay and balLa 
of onr own troops it is our pleasure that the like additions be now 
made, which will be in the following proportions, viz.. 

To the captain of each company — 2 shillings a day. 

Lieutenants — i shilling a day. 

EnsignS’ — t shilling a day. 

Serjeants — 2d. each a day. . 

Corporals — 2d. each a day. 

Drummers^ — 2d. each a day. 

Private men — 2d. each a day. 

92. You are also to pay to the following officers the allowance set 
against their names, viz.. 

To each chaplain — 1 shilling a day. 

Surgeon — 1 shilling a day. 

Quarter Master. — 1 .shilling a day, and 
Surgeon’s mates — lod. each. 

93. In regard to allowance of forage, wood, and straw in the held, 
and of fire and candle in garrison, if such allowances be at any time 
made to' our own troops, our order is that His Majesty’s British and 
Hanoverian troops be put exactly on the same footing; but no innova- 
tions are to be made nor new and unusual charges introduced on any 
account whatever. 

94. It is our meaning that the field allowances to be made to Elis 
Majesty’s British and Hanoverian officers shall be equal to the batia 
allowed to our own officers in the field. 

95. If any money, stores or provisions shall be advanced or furnish- 
ed by you to His Majesty’s troops over and above the allowances granted 
by our orders and of the amount required by law to be paid by the 
Company, you must take care to adjust your accounts thereof with the 
proper officers, and to have them duly certified; you are also to take 
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bills on ibc board of Ordnance or on such of His Majesty’s officers 
in Kngland wltosc province it may be to pay sucli bills or to allow such 
accounts. 

<) 0 . The troops now sent arc ticsigncil to ])rocccd iiinncdiatcly to 
the Presidency of Port St. George; but if the piiblick service shall rctpn're 
them at any of onr other scukmenti due care nnist be taken to provide 
them wiili necessary nccoinmodalioiis for that purpose. 

y7. It is our express order, that you treat the officers of His 
Majesty’s British ami Hanoverian forces with every due mark of respect; 
and that you take cs]>ecial care to cultivate a good understanding and 
to preserve the most perfect haniiony between the King's and Com- 
pany's troops, during the Uiiie the former shall remain at your 
settlement. 

98. No olficer ov ofUcers in lUs Majesty’s service in India shall be 
paid any sum or sums of money in advance, c.xccpt the amount of one 
month’s allowance auihorkcd by us to be made to such officer or 
officers. 

99. You are to take care that His Majesty’s British forces and the 
Hanoverian regiment be properly accommodated with barracks, or places 
to lodge in, when at your sculcincnt and not in the field; and. in 
gcncrul, that the same attention be paid to ilieir welfare as to that of 
our own troops. 

too. The comimnidcis of our ships arc paid the following sums by 
us for dieting at tlieir rcs})cciivc tables tlic officers of His Majesty’s 
British troops and the officers belonging to tlic i^lh Regiment of 
Hanoverians, viz.. 

For the coniinanding officer ... ... £185 

For the lieutenant colonel ... .., £105 

For a major ... ... ... ••• £ ^5 

For a captain ... ... ••• £ 85 

For all other commissioned and staff officers with 

surgeon’s mates ... ... ... £ C5 each 

lot. We have agreed to pay the owners of the ships £15 per head 
in England for the accommodation of the private men. We have also 
provided a quantity of brandy, vinegar, soap, sugar, lemon juice and 
essence of malt on board each ship, and ordered the said articles to be 
distributed, from time to time, amongst the soldiers in such quantities 
as may be necessary; and we direct that on the landing of any of the 
troops at your settlement you examine whether this regulation has been 
duly observed, and report what may be necessary for our information 
on the subject. 

102. And upon the arrival of every ship, you must not fail to 
enquire whether the officers have been properly accommodated, and the 
private men humanely treated by our commanders; your reports on these 
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points must be full and impartial as we are determined that improper 
conduct ill any of our commanders, respecting the troops on board, shall 
be attended iv'ith dismission from the service. 

103. No officer in Plis Majesty’s service in India shall receive the 
Company’s allowance of additional pay in two capacities, except the 
adjutant and quarter master; but those officers on account of their extra 
trouble and expense may receive the allowance due to their rank as 
officers, and also to their respective offices. 

104. We have given strict orders that the surgeons of our ships 
shall attend upon and take all possible care of the health of the 
military officers and private men during the voyage, and if, upon exami- 
nation, it shall appear that this order has been duly attended to, the 
surgeons are to receive the same head money for this service as is usually 
allowed for our own recruits. 

105. We think it necessary, for yo-ur information, to furnish you 
with a statement of the full pay and subsistence of the regiment of light 
dragoons commanded by Sir John Burgoyne, and also with an account 
of the allowance which is made to dragoons in England under the deno- 
mination of grass money. 

106. And as it will be found that the subsistence for Colonel 
Burgoyne’s regiment exceeds the allowance settled by Parliament to be 
paid by the Company for that number of men, the Secretary at War has 
desired us to give orders that their subsistence, agreeably to the account 
now transmitted, be regularly issued to the said regiment in India; and 
that the difference between the amount thereof and the allowance to 
be paid by the Company for that number of men be defrayed out of the 
balance arising on the allowances to be paid by the Company for the 
King’s regiments of infantry employed in the Company’s service. This 
request of the Secretary at War has been agreed to, and we therefore 
direct that the subsistence money for Sir John Burgoyne’s regiment be 
regularly issued to him in India, provided it do not exceed the balances 
aforesaid arising on the allowances to be paid to the infantry, that an 
exact account be kept thereof, and that such account, with the difference 
between the sums so advanced, and the amount due by law for the 
number of effective men in the said regiment, at the time of making 
up the account, be regularly and frequently transmitted to you for your 
information and guidance, to enable you to deduct the surplus paid to 
General Burgoyne’s regiment from the amount of bills to be drawn on 
account of the regiments of infantry. 

107. We have directed our President and Council of Fort St. George 
to send you frequent and exact musters of His Majesty’s regiments of 
infantry, ascertaining the number of men in each regiment separately, 
the amount of subsistence money advanced them, the difference bet^veen 
such amount and the sums due by law, according to the effective strength 
of each regiment at the time of muster, and the sum total to be drawn 
for by you in discharge of the amount required by law to be paid by 
the Company annually. 
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loS. As it is of the tittnost htiporlancc for us to Ijc regularly inform- 
ed of ilic state of the artuy ui each Presidency we tlircci that hesides 
the general returns of all the Presidencies transmitied by our Commander 
in Chief in India complete lists of the oHicers and returns of liie troops 
on your military establislnneiit, sjiecifying where .stationed and ilie numbers 
uanted to eomplcat the estahltshiiiciu. he forwatsleil by every possible 
opportuuiis for our panicidar inforniaiion. 

top. In the Court’s letter of the 23rd of December 1778, you were 
Informetl that, as the sum <if j(8o<» had been formerly allosved for ilcfray- 
ing the expenses of house rent ami of a table to military oHicers in His 
Majesty's service in lieu of .p» shilVmgs per day, which had been formerly 
paiil to the colonel of a regiment for suclv pntposes, yon were liierefore 
authorized to make the like allowance to Lonl MaclctHl and his oHicers, 
to cmmuencc upon their arrival and he coniimted during the time which 
Ills Majesty’s troops sltould remain in India, which sum was to he in full 
coitsideraiitm of all expeticcs whatever to be incurred by tlie C.’{>nmany ojt 
aiTonni of the said oll.rcrs. except their hatta in the field. 

111). The 21SI of March 1780, ilie President of our Select Com- 
miitcc at Fort St. George represented that as Uird Maclcod’s allowances 
from the Company, as Colonel ('ommandani of His Maje.siy's 73rd 
Regiment, fell cousiderahly short of the allowances granted to captains 
of the stjnadron he (the President) recommended tiiat Lord Macleod 
should be ])aid the sum which captain.s of ii)c navy receive from the 
Cioiupanv. until the Court’s pleasure should be known; which being 
approvetl bv our said Select Committee was ordered accordingly. 

111. An Act of Parliauicm having now been passed, by which the 
Company are rcquircil 10 pay a large sum annually for every regiment of 
His Majesty's troops serving in the East Judies, over and above the 
cxcraordinarics borne and defrayed by tlie Company, we are under the 
disagreeable necessity of disallowing, and we hereby disallow and annul, 
the grant of the additional sum of two hundred pounds per annum 
added hv our late Select Committee of Fort St. George to the allowances 
authorized by the Court of Directors to be paid to Lord Macleod. as 
Commanding Ofiicer of the 73rd Regiment; and we also direct that if the 
like indulgence has been granted to any other colonel of the King’s troops 
in India it be fonhu-iih discontinued, and that no such extra charge be 
incurred hv the Company after the receipt of this our order at your 
Presidency. 

112. And although the Court of Directors, by letter dated the 5th 
of April 177G, approved the extra allowances which had been made in 
India to Sir Edward Hughes, and to the captains of His Majesty’s ships, 
yet as circumstances are now altered by the late Act of Parliament, and 
as the like indulgence if e.xiended to all captains of the navy, in India 
would amount to a considerable sum over and above the heavy charges 
already borne by the Company, we think it proper to restrict the allow- 
ances to be made in future to the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s 
ships and vessels in India, and to the captains of the navy while on 
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shore, to such allowances as' were made to the Admirals Watson and 
Pocock, and to the captains of the respective squadrons; which were 
for the admiral 405. a day for his table, and £32 per month for all other 
charges, and to each captain of the navy £7 per month, in full of all 
allowances whatever, house rent excepted; and we direct that no greater 
sums be paid to the Commander in Chief and captains of His Majesty’s 
ships and vessels during the time of their being on service in the East 
Indies, unless an increase shall hereafter be authorized by the Court of 
Directors. 

113. Besides the above allowances the Admiral or Commander in 
Chief of the Navy in India must be accommodated with a proper house, 
and two houses must be provided for the captains; but be the number of 
captains ever so great we cannot allow more than two houses for their 
reception on shore at the expence of the Company. 

114. We have read with great concern that part of your Publick 
Letter of the 29th November 1780 relative to the defalcations of pay- 
masters. 

115. In the 38th paragraph of the Court's instructions dated the 
29th of March 1774, it was ordered that all paymasters, and other persons 
who might apply for money in advance, should at the same time specify 
whether they had any of the Company’s money in hand, and to what 
amount, and also the particular services to which the money applied for 
was to be appropriated; and it was expressly ordered that no advance 
should be made from the treasury upon any application which should be 
deficient in any of the circumstances abovementioned. 

116. If these instructions had been regularly attended to, from the 
institution of the late government to the time of discovery, it must have 
been impossible for the balances in the hands of paymasters to have 
risen to the alarming amount specified in your letter, and for which they 
now stand defaulters. We observe that you have taken such measures 
as appeared most likely to recover so much as possible of the said 
balances, and must rely upon your care and assiduity not only totally to 
prevent the like transactions in future but to render the present deficiency 
and loss to the Company on that account as small as possible. 

117. In the 114th paragraph of your General Letter of the i.jih of 
January 1780, you inform us that replies to the Court’s letter of 23rd 
December 1778, respecting contracts, had been received from the contrac- 
tors; that they were recorded on your proceedings for our information 
but that you had not then had an opportunity of taking them into con- 
sideration. As we do not find in your consultations, lately received, any 
further lights on the subject we proceed to such observations as occur 
from the materials before us. 

iiS. Admitting Mr. Templer’s state of facts to be true it by no 
means follows that better terms mis[ht not have been obtained lor the 

O 
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Compnii)-; indeed lie nllcinpis no such defence. Ifc states a loss of 82 
elephams at Syllict, cKchisive of those whirlt died on their u’ay to 
IJurrainporc, and that he had piircliased at dilfcrcnt times upwards of 
3f3o elephants for the use of the contract without being able by 70 to 
coiupleai the cstahlishmeni. 'fhese circtunstnnccs make no alteration in 
the slate of the contract, nor do they entitle him to compensation from 
the Company supposing the contract to be annulled because, in the hrst 
instance, it was irregularly granicd. 

in). The rcspcciftd manner in which Mr. Tcmplcr consented to 
submit his claim to arbitrators to be chosen by the hoard only, wiihoiu 
any persons of his own appointing, and his dcclanilion to yield obedience 
to the Conn’s orders, were very proper; aiul imlccd wc must allow' that, 
if all Iris allegations prove true, he might sulfer inconvenience and loss 
by the anmilllng of the contract. This will always be pleaded on the 
like occasions; but as wc never enjoin an absolute abolition of contract 
wiihnttt good reasons for so doing such picas must not be snifered to 
operate in bar of the execution of oiir positive orders. 

120. The declaration of our Surgeon General to pay entire and 
implicit ohcdicncc to the Conn’s orders respecting the Jiospiial contract, 
and to accept the allowance granted him by tlic Company, is perfectly 
satisfactory 10 us. The ready acijuicsccncc also of Mr. Williams, so far as 
he was concerned, in the deed, without stipulating for any terms what- 
ever on that account, was very proper. Taking it for granted that the 
contract has been annulled you will therefore inform those gentlemen 
that we rely upon their utmost aitcntion being given to prevent the 
publick service from sulfcring temporary inconvenience from any altera- 
tion of the mode of supplying the hospital; and that, from their vigilance 
and faithful discharge of their duty, we expect abuses will be prevented 
or rectified; and under their inspection and controul the sick duly 
attended; and the hospital charges be reduced to the least amount possible 
consistent with the exigencies of the sendee. 

121. As Captain Forde declined relinquishing his contract for an 
armed vessel for the pilotage of the Chitugong river, and for the protec- 
tion of the coast and river against the incursions of the Muggs, the 
injunction contained in the close of the 85th paragraph of the Court’s 
letter of 23rd December 1778 became positive, and ought to have been 
immediately obeyed. Your having recorded his letter for our information 
was proper, but can be no reason for delaying to execute the Court’s 
orders which did not admit of reference to future consideration; if peculiar 
circumstances had been such as could justify delay they would have had 
due weight with us, but it nowhere appears to have been the case 
respecting the contract with Captain Forde. 

122. We see nothing in Mr. Sampson’s letter to induce us to alter 
our sentiments respecting the impropriety of your Master Attendant 
being marine contractor. On the contrary we repeat the observation 
contained in the Court’s letter of the 23rd December 1778 that the marine 
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contractor is, or ought to be, the proper check upon any other person 
who undertakes that service upon contract. We shall not controvert the 
testimonies given o£ Mr. Sampson’s conduct as marine contractor, but 
we must remark that no stress can be laid upon the certificate of 
Mr. Doveton, the Deputy Master Attendant, for the following reasons: 
Mr. Doveton was a partner with Mr. Sampson in the marine contract, 
Mr. Doveton was also Deputy Master Attendant, Mr. Sampson was Master 
Attendant; he thinks it necessary to bring proofs of having done his duty 
as marine contractor, and Mr. Doveton, his partner in the contract and 
his deputy in office, signs an official testimonial in favor of his own 
partner in the contract, who was also his immediate superior in office. 

123. We do not mean to imply that the testimony of Mr. Doveton 
was not true, for we remark with satisfaction that the masters of fourteen 
of our vessels have signed very full and ample testimonials that their 
vessels had been kept in constant and good repair, that they had been 
regularly furnished with all necessary stores since the commencement of 
the contract, that they had been annually refitted in the compleatest 
manner and that all wages had been regularly paid every month as they 
became due. This was very proper evidence of the contractor having 
acted upon principle, but the impropriety of his holding the contract 
is not lessened thereby. We therefore confirm the instructions given 
in the 93rd and 94th paragraphs of the Court’s letter of 23rd March 1778, 
and positively direct that our Master Attendant be never admitted a 
competitor for, or interested directly or indirectly in, any future contract 
of this nature. We observe Mr. Sampson thought it his duty to comply 
implicitly with the Court’s commands. His conduct in that respect was 
becoming his station and has our approbation. 

124. When the Court of Directors ordered the agency of Mr. Vander- 
heyden to be discontinued they also directed you to advertize for proposals 
to keep the cantonments in repair by contract, unless you should be con- 
vinced that it might be better done by agency; and in such case the 
agent’s emoluments were to arise from savings made and not to be calcu- 
lated upon the amount of his expedition [expenditure]. 

125. We see nothing on the face of your proceedings to warrant 
a conclusion that the terms proposed by Mr. Vanderheyden to execute 
the work by contract were excessive; they were considerably lower than 
the charges incurred by his predecessor, and about 6,700 rupees less than 
the estimate of repairing by agency, but nevertheless the accepting of a 
single proposal was irregular and unwarrantable. We do not find any 
member of the Board objected to the amount of the annual charge to 
be incurred but to the lengtlr of the term. 

126. The additional clause introduced, enabling Government to put 
a stop to the works if thought proper when two years of the contract shall 
be unexpired, obviates General Coote’s objection respecting the utility 
of the post for so long a period, but affords no relief in case the repairs 
be continued. We therefore direct that immediately upon receipt 
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hereof, you signify our pleasure to Mr. Vandcrhc>dcu that the contract he 
advertized, and lliat llie lowest proposals with good security for perfonn* 
ance be accepted. And if Mr. Vanderheyden, from experience in the 
work, shall find himself able lo perform it upon lower terms ilian other 
olfers tve shall be well pleased lo find him continued in that employment, 
but not otherwise. 

127. ^Vc have received a lelicr from our Governor General, dated 
the 29111 of November 1780, relative to an unusual lender and advance 
of money made by him to the Council, as entered on your Consultation 
of the 2()ili of June, for the purpose of indemnifying the Company from 
the extraordinary charge which might be incurred by supplying the 
detachment under the command of Major Camac“ in the invasion of the 
Maratta dominions, which lay beyond the district of Gohud, and thereby 
drawing the attention of Mhadjee .Sindia, lo whom the country apper- 
tained, from General Goddard while the General was employed in the 
reduction of Basseln and in securing the conquests made in the Guzerat 
country, and also, respecting the sum of three laaks of rupees advanced 
by the Governor General for the use of the army under the command 
of Chimuajee Boosla**, without the autlioriiy or knowledge of the 
Council, with the reasons for taking these extraordinary steps under the 
circumstances stated in his letter. 

128. In regard to the first of these transactions we readily conceive 
that in the then slate of the Council the Governor General might be 
induced to temporary secrecy respecting the members of the Board, not 
only because he might be apprehensive of opposition to the proposed 
application of the money but perhaps because doubts might have arisen 
concerning tlie propriety of appropriating it to the Company’s use on 
any account; but it does not appear to us that there could be any real 
necessity for delaying to communicate to us immediate information of 
the channel by which the money came into his possession, with a com- 
plete illuslralion of the cause or causes of so extraordinary an event. 

129. Circumstanced as affairs were at the moment it appears that 
the Governor General had the measure much at heart and judged it 
absolutely necessary. The means proposed of defraying the extra expense 
were very extraordinary, and the money, as we conceive, must have come 
into his hands by an unusual channel; and when more complete informa- 
tion comes before us we shall give our sentiments fully upon the whole 
transaction. 

130. In regard to the application of the Company’s money to the 
army of Chimnajee Boosla, by the sole authority of the Governor General, 
he knew that it was entirely at his own risk and he has taken the respon- 
sibility upon himself; nothing but the most urgent necessity could 
warrant the measure; nor can anything short of full proof of such 
necessity, and of the propriety and utility of the extraordinary step taken 
on this occasion, entitle the Governor General to the approbation of the 
Court of Directors; and, therefore, as in the former instance, relative to • 
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the sum advanced and paid into our treasury, we must also for the pre- 
sent suspend ouv judgment respecting the money sent to the Berar army, 
without approving it in the least degree or proceeding to censure our 
Governor General for this transaction. 

.131, You acted very properly in reverting to the original grant 
to Captain Macgowan^^, as entered on your proceedings of the 16th 
February 1778 and finally settled the 5th of March following, and in which 
we observe your Board was unanimous, and you will take effectual care 
that no future imposition of toll be levied upon any part of the Company’s 
investment, at any place whatever, except fwhere] the evident and 
immediate savings or advantages shall exceed all payments to he made 
on that account by the Company. 

132. We observe that the whole amount of Captain Macgowan’s 
receipts, at the time of the revocation of his additional privilege, had been 
only 1,135 rupees, and therefore no great inconvenience could have been 
sustained, either , by individuals or by the Company on that account, 
before the additional grant was annulled. But by a letter from our Board, 
of Trade, entered on your proceedings of the 18th of September 1780, 
we find the amount of Captain Macgowan’s demand on the Board of" 
Trade for toll amounted to current rupees 24,888 per annum. As you 
left it to the Board of Trade to decide upon Captain Macgowan’s claim as 
they might think proper, and as the Board of Trade were convinced that 
no present advantage could arise, either from safety or expedition nor even 
a probability of it in future, we concur in their opinion that Captain 
Macgowan could not be justly entitled to toll upon goods passing the 
Cossimbuzar River, until he had improved the navigation and rendered 
it in some degree adequate to the expense to be incurred by payment of 
the toll which he had demanded, and therefore direct that no charge 
be incurred by the Company on that account. 

133. In addition to the orders contained in the Court’s letter of the 
15th December 1775, prohibiting the receipt of money from our Board 
of Trade as an impost or duty levied on goods which compose the Com- 
pany’s investment, we now direct that no fee of office be taken by any 
Collector of Government Customs, lest its operation should counteract 
the abovementioned prohibition and prove in effect a tax under another 
denomination upon our investment, nor must any duty be levied upon 
the Company in their commercial capacity upon ophium, or upon any 
article of investment, which may occasion an apparent increase of customs 
or of revenue, and prove a diminution of the profits arising upon their 
investment or commerce. 

134. Your care to prevent the provinces from being drained of specie 
was very commendable. We approve the regulations formed by you for 
that purpose and shall- endeavour to add such others as may still appear 
necessary by a future opportunity. 

135. In order to prevent, so far as in us lies, inconvenience to our 
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alfairs occasioned by I)ills of cxcljangc arriving at improper periods uc 
positively direct that no bill of exchange be drawn upon us until near 
the dispatch of the last ships of the season, because the Company must in 
all instances, if possible, be in possession of investments suliicicnt for, and 
which may he rendered applicable to, the discharge of all such bills of 
exchange before they become payable in lingland. 

. igfi. The commander or agents for the owners of the ship Moltiug' 
ham, if she shall be disposed of in Bengal, arc hereby pcnuiited to pay 
into our cash the amount of the produce of the said ship and her stores, 
for which bills of exchange arc to he granted in thq like manner you are 
ilircctcd to for her freight. 

137. Mr. John Cotton jnnr., appointed a writer for your Presidency 
last season, takes his passage on a man of war, and is on his arrival to rank 
as advised in our letter of the 31SI May 

138. We much approve the care of our Select Committee of Bombay 
in furnishing Mr. Hyles Irwin, sent overland by our Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman, with a ernizer for Madniss, and from thence to Fort 
Marlborough, communicating early advice of the rupture with Holland, 
and also the previous attention of our said Committee in hiving before 
advised the President and Council of a breach being inevitable. We 
hope all possible care has in consequence been taken to be prepared in 
the best manner, and so f.nr as in their power, for such an event. 

139. Since our advices to you of the 29th August last, we have 
taken into our further consideration the plan for securing the important 
commercial branch of raw silk, so as to make it beneficial both to the 
Company and to private traders, and have therefore come to the follow- 
ing resolutions in consequence, viz., that although it may be possible 
for insurmountable difficulties to arise in carry-ing this plan into fidl 
execution yet we deem it highly proper a tryal should be made with 
the following exception, that the Company shall neither hold out 01 
adopt an idea that may seem to encourage, in the smallest degree, a 
monopoly of raw silk; on the contrary that this branch of commerce 
be left perfectly free and open to all persons whatever, either in the 
service of the Company in India or enjoying their protection, and there- 
fore direct that a general permission be granted to all such persons to 
export from Bengal to England any quantity of raw silk upon their own 
private account. 

140. It must be presumed that private traders will have imme- 
diate occasion for all the Company’s buildings, filatures and erections 
used in the manufacture of raw silk, which may be rented to them; 
they will also want our Italian superintendants and assistants who may 
be continued in their several employments and receive the same pay 
and advantages they now enjoy from the Company, and all outstand- 
ing balances in the silk branch must be put in an equitable train of 
recovery by the Governor General and Council in the shortest time 
possible. 
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141. That whenever the Company shall think proper to . resume 
the trade of raw silk the private traders are to have two years’ notice. 

142. The private traders must not be suffered to impede the silk 
trade either ra\v or manufactured for the commerce and consumption 
of India; the utmost care must be taken that this branch of commerce 
meet with no obstruction. Nor must private traders export China raw 
silk to England upon penalty of forfeiture. 

143. The raw silk when laden on our ship must not only be 
registered but the quantities exactly ascertained that the freight may 
without difficulty or dispute be adjusted in England. 

144. The silk when imported must pass into the Company’s ware- 
houses, and be chargeable with the same freight the Company pay the 
owners. 


145. The other charges must be settled and paid ■ in the same 
manner as is now done with respect to private trade, except that no 
charge shall be made for either indulgence or exceedings. 

146. That if any raw silk is found unregistered the whole shall be 
forfeited, one half to the informer, the other moiety to Poplar Hospital. 

147. Mr. Joseph Price, who has resided many years under your 
Presidency as a free merchant but came to England for his health, has 
our permission to return to Bengal; and we direct that he do succeed 
to the post of Marine Storekeeper upon the death or resignation of 
Mr. Page Keble. 

148. In the 57th paragraph of the Court’s letter to Bengal, dated 
the 27th of May 1779, the loan of two lacks of rupees to Mr. Prinsep, 
the chintz contractor, was noticed, and such application of the Com- 
pany’s money in general disapproved; strict injunctions were also given 
for care to be taken that no damage be sustained by the Company on 
that account. 

149. As Mr. Prinsep’s original contract Avith the Company will 
expire the 15th of February 1783, as it has been attended with a very 
considerable annual loss to the Company, and as the goods before 
they are printed would sell for profit at home, we can on no pretence 
Avhatever suffer further loss to be incurred on that account after the 
expiration of the subsisting contract. 

150. It is therefore our express order that no renewal or extension 
of contract with Mr. Prinsep, or Avith any other person, for the manu- 
facture or printing of chintz in Bengal be granted, nor any such goods 
received from the contractor upon the Company’s account, after the 
15th day of February 1783, above-mentioned. And Ave also strictly- pro- 
hibit our Board of Trade and all persons from entering into any neAv 
contract on our behalf in future for chintz. 

151. We observe Mr. Prinsep, in his letter of the 7*^^ of March 
1778, says, by the tenor of his engagements to the Company the buildings 
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at I’liltah will fall lo iis at a very cheap rate. Tiiis may posiibly be 
true compared with the prime cost, but as the manufacture is, and 
always has been, a losing article and is now of necessity to be discon- 
tinued, so far at least as respects the Company, tlie buildings will in all 
probability become useless or of less value for the purposes intended; 
and on that account may be found an additional loss or at least burthen- 
some, rather than advantageous to the Company; and for this reason 
we shall be well pleased if Mr. Prinsep shall be able to repay the money 
lent him by our Board of Trade, and to satisfy all just demands of the 
Company for advances of money made to him on our account; on such 
satisfaction being actually made, lo relinquish to Mr. Prinsep tlie whole 
of the buildings first agreed lo he delivered to the Court at tlie stated 
price of 15 Arcot rupees for every cubic foot of solid {nicca brick work, 
and one Arcot rupee for every scpiarc foot of l)ucca icrrass, and after- 
wards mortgaged lo the Company for two lacks of rupees; and we direct 
that Mr. PrinsciJ be immediately informed of this circumstance, in 
order to give him time for any steps which lie may think necessary to 
be taken in consequence of our present declaration. 

15:1. We acquiesce with pleasure in your unanimous resolution, 
at the strong and pointed recommendation of Sir Eyre Cootc, to pro- 
mote Captain Pophand* .10 the rank of major. It was very judicious 
to insert a clause in his commission, expressing that it was granted as 
a reward and honorable testimony of the high sense entertained of his 
military services. We remark that the promotion of Captain Popham 
was not attended with the supcrccssion of any officer wliatcvcr, but 
that Captain Kyd, anoilicr very good officer and Captain Pophain’s 
senior, was promoted also to the rank of major, in order to extend the 
promotion to Captain Popham. And although tve allow, on this occa- 
sion, the distinguished and. very iiicrliorious comiuct of Captain Popham 
to have warranted giving him the strongest marks of approbation, yet 
this promotion must not be drawn into precedent, nor such a step be 
ever taken unless the circumstances sliall be so strong and striking as 
to ensure you our approbation. 

153. We herewith enclose a list of goods lo be provided at your 
Presidency for the ships taken into the Company's service in the season 
1781, to which we require your strict obedience. 

154. The owners of the Prince William (private ship of war), 
commanded by Captain William Gowland, which sailed last season to 
cruise in the Indian seas, having requested our permission to sell that 
ship in India we hereby agree to permit Captain Gowland to dispose 
of that ship, provided she is not sold to the French, Dutch or any other 
European nation, except the English, nor to any of the country powers 
without the leave of the Governor and Council where she shall be sold, 
and that at whatever settlement the said ship shall be disposed of the 
purchaser or purchasers shall give sufficient security to submit to and 
abide by the above regulations; and in case you shall be in want of cash 
we also permit the purchase money of the said ship and stores to be paid 
into our cash for bills of exchange payable to the owners in London. 
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155. W'c observe you have granted General Stibbert a commission 
as Provincial Commander in Chief, but it is our order that the Company 
incur no additional expense thereby except such as may really be occa- 
sioned by procuring intelligence, if that shall at any time be the case; 
nor must the allowance of Go, 000 rupees per annum, heretofore given 

to General Stibbert, ever be drawn bv anv Provincial Commander in 

' * ■* 

Chief whatever, nor any other allowance except the regidar pay and 
baUa annexed to his station in the army, and the shares of commission 
upon the revenues allotted him by our authority. 

15G. We have taken into consideration the contracts which you 
have entered into and extended for keeping in repair the poolbundy 
of Moorshedabad and Burdwan, and the agency for furnishing provi- 
sions for the garrison of Port William. By the next conveyance you 
shall have our sentiments fully upon tliose subjects; in the meantime 
we hereby strictly prohibit you from renewing, prolonging, extending 
or giving in reversion any of the above contracts until you shall be 
furnished with further instructions from us for that purpose. 

157. In addition to what wc have written in a former paragraph 
of this letter concerning the representations of His Excellency Count 
Belgioioso, the minister of His Imperial Majesty, wc further direct 
that you forthwith prepare and transmit to us, so soon as possible, the 
most circumstantial account of all that has happened, together with 
reasons at large for your proceedings in every instance which has been 
made a ground of complaint, and which may enable His Majesty’s 
Secretary of State to return proper answers to the representations of Plis 
Excellency the Count Belgioioso. 

158. Upon the most mature deliberation it has been resolved by 
the Court of Directors that the bills drawn in favour of Philip Francis 
Esqr., for six thousand pounds, cannot be accepted; but we have granted 
permission to Mr. Francis to pay the amount of fifteen thousand pounds 
sterling into our treasury at Bengal, for bills to be drawn by our 
Governor General and Council upon the Court of Directors, on the 
usual terms and conditions of which wc give you this information. 

159. Wc have drawn upon you the following bills of exchange 
payable at 30 days’ sight and 2.v. id. the current rupee: 22nd November 
1781, current rupees 960 at 2 a’. id. — £100 — payable to J. Y. Bradford 
received of himself. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

L. Sulivan / Wm. James / Tho. 
Woodhouse / John Roberts / John 
Manship / W. G. Freeman / W. 
Bensley/Thos. Parry/Thos. Cheap/ 
London, . John 'Hunter / John Smith / John 

the 25th January 1782. Harrison/L. Darell/Jn. Townson. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 1. 



ENCLOSURE 
{Vide Jmragraldi 7) 

Orders and insiruciions given by the Court of Directors of the 

United Coinpaity of Merchants of England trading to the East 

Indies to Captain Geo. Curtis, coniniandcr of tlie ship Xotling- 
ham, or to the coniinandcr for tlic lime being. 

[1] \Vc, the said Court of Directors, having hired and freighted the 
ship Nottingham wlicrcof you arc coininandcr to serve us for tlie run 
front England to Eon St. George in [and] Bengal and to such other ports 
and places in the East Indies whereunto you shall be directed, do tlicrc- 
fore hereby order you, as soon us you have received these your dispatches, 
to make all possible expedition that winds and weather shall permit 
directly for Bengal aforesaid whereto you arc hrsl consigned. 

[2] You arc during the whole course of your voyage strictly to 
obscrNc and comply with these our orders and instructions and such others 
as you may or shall receive from us or the Court of Directors for the time 
being, as likewise such orders and instructions as shall be given you by 
the Secret Committee for the time being and those that you shall or may 
receive from any person or })eTsons who shall be authorized by the said 
Court of Directors or Secret Committee for that purpose. The gentlemen 
who compose that committee for the present year are Laurence Sulivan 
Esqr., Sir William James Baronet, Benjamin Booth, George Cuming, Wm. 
Geo. Freeman, Robert Gregory, Jolm Harrison, John Manship, John 
Roberts, Henry Savage and John Woodhouse Estjuires, any three of 
whom are a quorum and in ease the Secret Committee shall think it 
necessary to alter your destination, you arc to follow their orders 
accordingly. 

[3] your arrival at Fort St, George you are to deliver to our 
President and Council there all the packets directed to them with all 
the bullion, goods and merchandize on board consigned thither. You 
are to land all the passengers and soldiers, and in all [things] according 
to your ebarterparty (a counterpart whereof is delivered to you for your 
strict observation thereof) to follow from time to time the orders of 
our said President and Council for your further proceedings. 

[4] ^Ve strictly require you to keep up the worship of God on 
board your ship and good order among your men taking particular 
care of their healths during the whole voyage. Take care of all the 
passengers and soldiers that we have or shall send on board. Be very 
tender of our soldiers' healths, give them daily fitting provisions, keep 
them stirring and in motion to prevent the scurvy and other distempers; 
but we will not have them made the drudges of the ship. 

[5] You must carry with you a Mediterranean pass, there being 
many Algerine Rovers*^ abroad which you may meet with in your pass- 
age. You must carry with you the full number of English mariners 
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According 10 the direction of the Act of N:ivig;ition und your covenant 
in charterparty. 

[G] Whatever stationary is or shall be sent on board your ship by 
us must be put into the breadroom or other dry place, in the liold abaft 
the main mast but iu)l in any moist place, lest it be thereby spoiled 
as our advices from Imlia have often complained of; keep all our 
packets in the round-house free from damp. 

[7] pt)sitively retjuire and order that you do not directly or 
indirectly either for yourself or any other person or persons carry out 
any bullion, goods or merchandixe but what you shall be licensed by us 
or soine committee ajjpointed by us for that purpose and that you use 
your uimosi endeavt)urs to prevent all your ollicers and seamen from 
carrying out any unlicensed goods and merchandize or any letters with- 
out leave. 

[8] Put your ship iu the best jjosture of defence. Quarter your 
men and fretpiently exercise them at the great guns and with small 
arms to make them expert upon all necessary occasions inserting in the 
journal and log book the limes when they arc exercised. Trust no 
colours. Be very watchful at all times against surprizes, station a man 
continually at the mast head to keep a good look out, avoid speaking 
to any ship at sea and in general be constantly on your guard. 

[y] Take every opjjortuniiy, until your arrival tit your last con- 
signed port, of advising us of all your proceedings and of every occur- 
rence worthy our notice directing your letters to the Secretary, observing 
that your letters be transmitted by His Majesty’s or our ships and not 
by those of any power not in amity with Great Britain. 

[10] You receive herewith four impressions of a graduated chart, for 
laying down the tracts of all the Company’s ships for yours, your chief 
and second mates’ use, directing you to mark your route from time to 
time thereon, carefully setting down the variations and corrected longi- 
tude, according to your astronomical o>bscrvations, as well upon the 
chart as in the journal; you are also to see the same done by your chief 
and second mates; and, on your return to England, to deliver those 
graduated charts, with your journals, to the Committee of Private Trade. 
A certificate will be required of such delivery before the accounts, of 
the commander and those officers are passed. 

[11] Exact journals of all transactions and occurrences during the 
whole voyage are to be kept by yourself and officers which are to be 
delivered to our Governor and Council of the settlement whereat the 
ship NoLtingham shall be discharged our service. The log book deli- 
vered you from hence must be strictly kept according to the directors 
[directions] prefixed thereto, and is to be given in at the same time with 
the journals. 
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[la] You arc lo lake pariiciilar notice in )our journal of all new 
discoveries, reinaikabic incidents and whatever may occur to vou during 
the voyage, not generally known and wliicli may tend to the general 
knowledge and improvement of the navigation to and in the East 
Indies. You are to point out the same in writing to our Governor and 
Council of the settlement whereat the ship's last consignment shall be 
unladen, to be transmitted to us that it may be registered in a book 
we have directed to be kept for that pur])Osc. 

[13] In case you are furnished with any stores out of His Majesty’s 
yards or ships of war send us by the two first conveyances an exact 
account of what you receive, when and where tlicy were delivered to 
you and by whom. 

[i.j] We positively forbid your sulfcrhig the men to run out more 
than one iliiixl of their wages upon any pretence whatsoever. 

[15] You arc on no account whatsoever to take or admit on board 
your slilp, to be carried to or towards tlic East Indies, any person or 
persons who shall nut have the Company’s license under the hand of the 
piopcr officer. 

[iG] TIic boatswain or in his absence the superior oliicer on board 
is to enter in a book, for that purpose delivered to you, a true and perfect 
account of every parcel of goods received into and delivered out of the 
ship, as well belonging to the Company as others, together with the 
marks and numbers thereof to be delivered to die Governor and Council 
at the ship’s last consigned port. 

[17] You or your purser must sign bills of lading for all treasure, 
goods and merchandize shipped on our account, and due care must be 
taken in the stowage of them, not only lo prevent damage but that the 
ship may at all times carry as large a (juantily of goods us possible 
consistent with the safety of the ship and cargo. 

[18] You are hereby positively ordered to receive no comniissioiis 
from or be any ways aiding or assisting to foreigners in carrying on any 
trade for them within the limits of our charter, as you will subject 
yourself to our highest displeasure if you shall be guilty of a breach 
of this order. 

[19] You must send us before your departure from England an 
account of all the passengers on board your ship, and on your ar-rival 
at your consigned port in India, you must also send a list of them to 
the Governor and Council. 

[20] We have laden on board a quantity of brandy for each soldier 
which must be duly distributed among them in proper quantities, from 
time to time, as may best tend to their refreshment and support. 
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[2ij All orclm and in.siiuciions ihai you may receive from the Secret 
Commiiiec lor the lime being, as likewise all sucli of a .secret nature 
which shall be delivered 10 you by any persons authorized by that 
Commiiiec during ihe whole course t)f your t'oyage, are lo be carefully 
pre.served logeiher, and on your arrival ai your last consigned port they 
arc to be delivered to ihe I’resideni. In ihe mean time you are to keep 
ihem ■ inviolable secrei. 

0 

[22] liy the Ollier of encouragement enclosed you will observe 
what care we have taken lo excite the courage of your men in case of 
being atiacked by Kurope pirates, or any formidable Europe enemy, 
during yotir voyage, to assure your oHicers and ship's company in our 
name that we will reward ihem, after the safe arrival of the ship and 
discharge of ihe cargo at her last consigneil port, adequate to the merits 
of the case and their behaviour in defence of our property, either in 
proportion to their several wages as they are entered upon your books 
or otherwise as shall appear just and reasonable; as to yourself we will 
reward you agreeable to your conduct and courage. In case of any 
persons killed their familys here shall be entitled to their share of 
the gratuity that shall be assigned, which w'e will see distributed. We 
leave the management of this order to your prudence, supposing you 
will not make use of it without a real nece.ssiLy. 

[23] We some lime tigo was [were] exposed lo a good deal of 
trouble from the importunity of the crew of the Edgccolc on account 
of a petty engagement with some free hooters on the coast of Malabar, 
who had formed :i notion that they were entitled to a rctvard for the same. 
You are to observe such an affair is by no means within the meaning 
of this order of encouragement and, as beforementioned, we shall depend 
upon your prudence not to give your ship’s company any assurances of 
a reward without a real necessity. 

[24] \Ve have enclosed our printed indulgence to tlie commanders, 
oiiicers and seamen of our freighted ships, and we hereby put you, 
your officers and seamen on liic like footing in proportion to the 
NollingluiDi’s tonnage, which must not be exceeded on any pretence 
whatsoever. 

[25] You arc to be answerable to us for whatever shall be shipped 
on our account on board the NolLinghain, and you are to pay for all 
deficiencies unless you can make it evidently appear that such deficiencies 
proceed from the usual waste and unavoidable accident. 

[26] We hereby consent that yourself, your officers and ship’s 
company may continue in the East Indies to obtain employment, if they 
can, in the seafaring way if they choose it, provided such employment 
shall not be inconsistent with or prejudicial to die interest of the 
Company, or if they shall not think proper to remain in India they 
are to be at liberty to return home, at their own expence, on any of the 
Company’s ships for which they may be engaged, or can procure a 
passage. 
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[27] Your bein'!; diicliargccl our icrvicc is, according lo charter* 
parly, 10 be eniircly ai ihc oplion ot llie owners to be einj)lo)ed, sold, 
or disposed of by them in the East Indies and not elsewhere, under the 
condition nevertheless of never being returned lo Eurojte on any account 
or pretence, nor sold to the I'reiicli or any oilier European nation 
excepting ihc English, neither lo be sold to any of the country powers 
without the leave or permission of our Governor and Council, Chief, 
Agent or Resident at such place where the ship shall be so dis- 
posed of, and that at whatever seltleinent sucli sale may be made the 
Conijrany’s said representatives arc lo lake security of the jrurchasers that 
they shall submit to these conditions whicli are ever sacredly to be 
observed, as wo will under no kind of pretence suffer them to be dispensed 
with. 

[28] In order the more eilcciually to ])revcnL a needless cxpcncc 
of powder on boanl the Company's ships, we have made some new 
regulations, by which the commanders arc allowed to make no other 
salutes with guns, than those therein mentioned. Upon all other occasions 
they are to salute with cheers, according to their own discretion and the 
present rules of the navy. \Vc inclose a printed copy of the said 
regulations, signed by our Secretary, and we direct that you do carefully 
and strictly observe and comply with them. 

[29] We enclose herewith an Act of Parliament, made in the 
17th year of His present Majesty’s reign, to prevent the clandestine 
unshipping from and receiving goods on board vessels employed in the 
Company’s service, with tlic standing orders which we have established 
for preventing the deviation of our ships, and for the detection and 
punishment of persons who shall be concerned in illicit trade*®. In order 
to confine the enormous extent to which those practices highly prejudicial 
to the Company’s interest have been* carried, in breach of the repeated 
orders given and the solemn engagements entered into by our commanders, 
you arc, in the most positive manner, enjoined to pay entire obedience 
as well to the provisions in the said Act as to the requisitions in the 
abovementioned orders, cautioning you that the breach thereof will be 
at your peril, and declaring you are to expect no mitigation of the 
penalties which shall be thereby incurred, as we deem the indulgences, 
to which )ou have a just title, a very liberal consideration for your 
most faithful services. 

[30] We herewith enclose for your information an Act of Parliament, 
made in the 10th year of His present Majesty’s reign, wherein the penalty 
on illicit trade is greatly augmented, and the transporting guns of all 
kind, ammunition and warlike stores to the East Indies, or putting 
them on board for that purpose, or the aiding or assisting therein, 
without the Company’s licence are severally made a high crime and 
misdemeanor, and the offenders upon conviction are liable to corporal 
punishment or fine, according to the discretion of the Court of King’s 
Bench. 
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[;5i] You arc iliorofore 10 make all your ofliccrs and mariners 
•publit’kly acquainted therewith, and he extremely cautious that neither 
yourself nor any of them do olfend against the same as we are firmly 
resolved to make the severest examples of any persons who may he guilty 
of a breach of the said Act. 

[;{2] We have had a good deal of trouble from the importunity of 
the crews of several of our ships on account of petty engagements with 
some free hooters on the coast of Malabar, those crews forminn; a notion 
that they were entitled to a reward for the same. You arc to observe 
such an alfair by no means comes within the meaning of this order of 
enconragement. And therefore, as is therein mentioned, we shall depend 
nj5on your prudence not to give your ship’s company any assurances of 
a reward without a real necessity. 

[:k>] prevent the great danger and frequent loss of ships by 

opening of casks of arrac, rum and other spirituous liquors at sea we 
hereby strictly direct and retjuire that during the whole voyage you do 
not at any time open, or on any pretence whatsoever sull'er to be opened, 
any cask of arrack or other strong liquor in the lazaretto or elsewhere, 
under any of the decks; but that whenever any cask great or small is to 
be opened you do hrst bring it upon the upper deck, and there draw it 
olf: and if we shall hear you do otherwise we shall deeply resent and 
punish it. 


[g.{] Having formerly lost some of our ships by (ire when the 
commanders of them were on shore we hereby enjoin you to keep on 
board your ship as much as possible, and for our mutual security to have 
a watchful eye in order to present [prevent] so fatal a calamity; and 
whenever you are obliged to be ashore be sure to give the strictest charge 
to your mates to be constantly careful in this respect as to the lights in 
drawing off arrack, as mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, and in 
stowing that so wc may not sidfer through the sailors’ careless behaviour. 

[35] Take care to clean and tallow your ship as often as you have 
opportunity, tvhilc you remain in any port during your present voyage. 

[g6] We have been acquainted that the ship Marquis of Rockingham 
struck on a rock on the coast of Choromandel, in latitude 12 “43' north, 
and was unfortunately lost. By observation, two of the seven pagodas 
bore soiuthwest and the extremes of the land, north to southwest distance 
off shore, about four miles the northernmost extreme of the land called 
Covelon. These particulars are therefore communicated to you for your 
especial observation, in case your course shall lay near so dangerous 
an object, that you may be extremely cautious for the safety of your 
ship. 


[37] Upon the arrival of the troops ordered on board your ship, 
or any part of them at any of ooir settlements, the strictest enquiry is 
ordered to be made by our Presidents- and Councils whether His 
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Majesty’s officers liavc Ijccn properly accomnioilaicd, and the private men 
humanely treated by our commanders. And we have required of them a 
faithful and impartial report thereof, as ivc arc determined that improper 
conduct in any of our commanders respecting llic troops on board shall 
be allciuled tviih dismission from our sendee. \Ve also command you 
to be very pnriicidar in following all such orders as you shall receive 
from the Commanders in Chief of the land forces wiili resjjcct to the 
party embarked on board your ship during the voyage out, and on 
their arrival in India. 

[38] We have laden on board a quantity of brandy, vinegar, soap, 
sugar, lemon juice and cs-»ence of malt to be distributed among the 
soldiers in such (pianiiiies as may be necessary, and enquiry is ordered 
to be made on your landing the soldiers tvhether yon have complied 
with this order and to aetptaint us therewith. 

[39] bJpon your arrital at Fort St. George or clscwlicre on the 
coast of Choromandel you are to observe all such orders, as may be given 
you by the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s forces, for disembarking 
the troops frotn on board your ship and the landitig and delivering of 
all the stores bclougitig to Mis Majesty that you may have on board 
your ship, and you are to give all possible assistance for tins service 
iliat the same may be performed with the utmost e.\pcdiiion, taking the 
greatest care iliat you are regularly discharged from tlic proper olficers, 
or duly account for the same, whereby all embarrassments with the 
Govcrnjncnt here for short delivery may, on your return, be avoided, 
and in case of your arrival on' the coast of Choromandel before the 
Commander in Chief of the troops you arc tlien to follow all such orders 
as shall he given you by our President and Council there. 

[40] Should there be any delay in unloading the said stores you are. 
in such ease, to apply in wriung to the Commander in Chief for the 
necessary dispatch and clearance of your ship, and on obtaining your 
discharge you arc to follow the orders of our President and Council. 

We are. 

Your loving friends, 

L. Sulivan/'Wm. James/Jn. \Yood- 
house/John Roberts/Jobn Manship/ 
L. Dareil/W. G. Freeman/ George 
Tatem / W. Bensley / Tho. Parry / 
Joseph Sparkes / George Cuming / R. 
Hall / Thos. Cheap / John Hunter / 
John Smith/john Harrison/ Henry 
Savage. 

No. 13 

Received per Nottingham, 13th November 1783. 


London, 

the 25th January 1782. 
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LETTER DATED 29 JANUARY 1782 

Mode of l)(i\'inent lo ihe Kiitg’s soldiers. 

Governor General and C’.onneil ai Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Since closing our letter of the 251)1 instant, we have received 
from the Lords Cotnmissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury a minute 
of their lordships in the following words: 

” Request the Gourt of Directors to give orders that so much of the 
money to he paid- to the public, By the India Company, for His 
Majesiy’s forces employed or to be employed on their service, according 
to the Act of the last session of Parliament and estimating the rupee 
at two shillings and one penny, as shall remain due beyond what may 
have been or shall hereafter be paid in India to the orders of the 
commanding ollicers of corps for the subsistence of the officers actually 
there, and of the effective non-commissioned officers and private men, 
be paid into the hands of the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s 
land forces in India for the time being, to be liy him remitted home 
to the Paymaster Gener:d.” 

2. As the above requisition is perfectly agreeable to us we hereby 
revoke the instructions contained in our said letter of the 25th instant, 
relative to the remittance of money on account of His Majesty’s troops, 
proposed to be made by bills of exchange to lie drawn Iiy the Governor 
General and Council upon the Court of Directors, and we now direct 
that so much money as shall remain due from the Company beyond 
what may have been or shall hereafter be paid in India, to the orders 
of the commanding officers of corps, for the subsistence of the officers 
actually there and of the effective non-commissioned officers and privates, 
be paid by our Governor General and Council of Bengal into the hands 
of the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s land forces in India, care 
being first taken to ascertain, by the frecpient anusters, the exact amount 
so to be paid as aforesaid; it being our meaning that no part of the 
said instructions shall be revoked except that which [relate] to remittances 
only. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friend.s, 

L. Sulivan/Wm. James/Jno. Wood- 
house/ Jn, Townson/ John Harrison/ 
John Roberts/ John Hunter/ Joseph 
vSparkes/ John Smith/ J. Baring/ R. 
Hall/Tho. Cheap/Thos. Parry/ W. G. 
London, Freeman/ George Cuming/ George 

the 29th January 1782. Tatem/ L. Darell/W. Bensley. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 25 
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LETTER DATED 30 APRIL 1782 


/ he Ctnvcrnor Clcnerfil atut Council rcpriinaiiilcd for failure lo scud 
annual ronsullnlions-~nl>lininlmeul ^of a Secret Committee to deal with 
naval and military olicralions—Fieneh shifts eafitured hy the British fleet. 

o UR Governor General ami Coitiidl at Fort William in Hcngal. 

1. Since the <laics of our last advices to yon of the 25th and 2()th 
Januar)' last, the ship Ilcllmout arrived ami brought us your duplicate 
General Letter of the ‘{otli April, with postscript of the i^tli May 17S1, 
duplicate letter in the Secret Dcpartinciu dated 27th April, also an 
additional letter of the 15th May, and duplicate letter from the Board 
of Trade dated 2.1th April 17S1 and letter to otir Secret Committee 
dated ^loih of said Ajiril. 

2. We cannot withhold our great astonishment and surprize that 
you should in disobedience to our positive orders, in the instructions 
lo the Governor General and Council of the apth March i774» paragraphs 
2Gth, 27111 and 37th, and of the Act of Parliament of the 13th year of 
His present Majesty, neglect to send your annual consultations for 1780, 
also those from the dispatch of the Fori to the latest period, or any letter 
in your Revenue Department, notwithstanding many very interesting 
transactions had occurred during that period whereby very great incon* 
venience has been experienced by us. 

3. And we arc the more displeased that notwithstanding you 
neglected to transmit to ns such important advices, yet the material 
parts of your Revenue Letters and other papers of great consequence were 
sent by the Governor General to Major Scott, which we cannot but 
look upon as the highest inattention to the duty you owe )our employers, 
as ivell as a great disregard to the legislative authority of this kingdom, 
and although we shall by future conveyances of several ships, which will 
be soon under dispatch, acquaint you with our sentiments more full) 
upon this an^ other particulars, yet we could not omit this opportunity 
of expressing our displeasure for such great neglect. 

4. In the present critical state of public affairs, we have, upon the 
most mature deliberations, thought proper to appoint Robert Gregory 
Esquire, our Chairman, and Sir Henry Fletcher Baronet, our Deputy 
Chairman, to be a Committee of Secrecy, with powers to give orders and 
instructions, which you will receive from our said Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman, relative to naval or military operations, and which must be 
observed and obeyed with the same punctuality and exactness as though 
they had been signed by thirteen or more of the Court of Directors. 
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5. The Secret Committee for the care of the Company's shipping, 
the present year, consists of Robert Gregory Esquire, Chairman of the 
Court, Sir Henry Fletcher Baronet, Deputy Chairman, George Cuming, 
John Harrison, John Manship and Henry Savage Esquires; the orders 
therefore that they or any three of them shall give for the above purpose 
are to be duly obeyed, 

G. Since our letter to you of the 25th January last, we have resumed 
the consideration of Sir Elijah Impey’s appointment to the office of Judge 
of the Court of Sudder Dewannee Audalet, and being fully convinced of 
the impropriety of that appointment and that no time should be lost 
in coming to a determination on that subject, we have resolved that 
Sir Elijah Impey be removed from the office of Judge of the Sudder 
Dewannee Adawlet and vve do direct that he be removed from the said 
office immediately upon the receipt hereof. 

7. Since writing the above we have been informed by Captain 
Greenway, the commander of the vessel called the Admiral Hughes, and 
Mr. Oakes, late a passenger thereon, charged with the dispatches from 
Madrass, that the said vessel was taken by a French frigate, named the 
Egretteon, the 6th March last near the Western Islands, and that several 
of the packets were thrown overboard, and, if the captain’s declaration 
is to be confided in, the rest were destroyed on board. 

8. The enclosed copy of the London Gazette published on Saturday 
last will inform you of the particulars of the capture, on the 20th instant, 
of the Pegase, man of war of 74 guns, and several ships, laden with 
troops, stores, provisions and ammunition, that had left Brest the 
preceding day and were bound to the Isle of France, and we are since 
ftirther informed that the Actiouaire, another French ship of 64 guns, 
annee en flute, which had a great number of troops with rich and 
valuable stores, has been also captured by our fleet and brought into 
Plymouth. 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Robt. Gregory/ Henry Fletcher/ 
John Hunter / Steph. Lushington / 
Henry Savage / John Roberts / L. 
Darell/ John Harrison/ Jas. Moffatt/ 
George Tatem/ Jac. Wilkinson/ 
Nathl. Smith/ John Smith/ W. Bens- 
London, ley/Joseph Sparkes/ Thos. Cheap/ 

the goth April 1782. R. Hall/George Cuming, 
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LETTER DATED i8 JUNE 1782 

Admiral Rodney's great naval victory over the French. 
o UR Governor General ami Council at Fort William In Bengal. 

I. Since the date of our advices of the goth April last, per BrilUaiU, 
which sailed from Portsmouth the 5th ultimo, we have received your 
letters in the Public Department of the isl July and igih October 1781, 
and your letters in the Secret Department of the gist August and i6ih 
October 1781 per >!ymph sloop of war. 

a. ^Ve have already advised you, in our beforementioned letter, of 
the unfortunate capture on the 6tli March last, near the Western Islands, 
of the Admiral Hughes packet, commanded by Captain Greenway, and 
of tlie loss of all her packets; we therefore liereby direct that you 
send us by the first conveyance duplicates of such letters, consultations 
and other papers as were on board that vessel from your Presidency. 

3. You will observe, by the enclosed Act of Parliament, that from 
and after the ist day of July 1782, until peace shall be restored with 
France. Spain and Holland, that the Company are to provide and supply 
all the victualling to be delivered in the East Indies, necessary' for His 
Majesty’s ships and vessels already sent, or hereafter to be sent there; 
and also for the sick and hurt seamen belonging to such ships and vessels 
during the time such ships and vessels shall be employed in the East 
Indies. You are, therefore, hereby directed fully to comply with the 
said Act, and in obedience thereto to keep a just and true account thereof, 
which you are to adjust with the Commander in Chief of the King’s 
ships, or the Agent Victualler at your Presidency; and all such accounts 
must be regularly transmitted to us by different conveyances, one by 
land if it can conveniently be done and the others by sea in quadruplicate, 
duly authenticated and fully vouched in conformity to the Act of 
Parliament, in order that we may be enabled finally to settle the same 
here with the proper officers of Government. 

4. The enclosed copy of the London Gazette, published the 27th 
April, will inform you of the particulars of the capture on the 20th of 
that month, of the Pegase man of war of 74 guns, and several ships 
laden with troops, stores, provisions and ammunition that had left Brest 
the preceeding day and were bound to the Isle of France. And we are 
also to inform you that the Actionaire, another French ship of 64 guns, 
armee en flute, which had a great number of troops with rich and valuable 
stores, has been also captured by our fleet and brought into Plymouth. 

5. It is with inexpressible satisfaction we acquaint you that, on 
the 12th of April last, Sir George Brj'dges Rodney, Commander in Chief 
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of His Majesty’s ships at the Leeward Islands, gained a most complete 
victory over the French fleet commanded by the Count de Grasse, who is 
himself captured with the Fi7/e de Paris and four other ships of his fleet 
besides one sunk in the action. The particulars of this great event will 
appear in the London Gazette of the 14th ultimo, which we enclose for 
your information. 

6. We acquainted you in oiir letter of the goth April that we had 
appointed our Chairman and Deputy Chairman to be a Secret Committee 
with powers to give orders and instructions relative to naval and military 
operations, and as since that time we have thought proper to enlarge 
the powers of the said Committee by enabling them “ to consult with 
His Majesty’s ministers in all matters relative to the safety of the 
Company’s possessions ”, you must therefore obey all such orders and 
instructions as those gentlemen, in conjunction with John Harrison 
Esquire, whom we have constituted an additional member of the above- 
mentioned Committee, may think proper to give you in consequence of 
such powers as above referred to and described. 

7. We have received your several advices by the Swalloio packet 
which arrived at Limerick the 25th ultimo, and shall reply to them by 
the earliest opportunity. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Robt. Gregory [ Henry Fletcher / 
Joseph Sparkes / R. Hall / Nathl, 
Smith / Chas. Boddam / John Har- 
rison/George Cuming/Ben. Booth/ 
Jn. Townson/John Hunter /George 
Tatem / Jac. Wilkinson / John 
Roberts / John Smith / F. Baring / 
London, Thos. Cheap / Step. Lushington / 

the 18th June 1782. W. Bensley / L. Darell. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 2. 

Received per Greyhound^ 17th February 1783. 

Read 18th February 1783. 

Read in Council 2nd time 6th March 1783. 
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LETTER DATED 12 JULY 1782 

Relief to lascars of Danish ships stranded in London— measures to 
improve winding of silk — Bright dismissed for writing unbecoming letters 
to the Governor General-Sir Robert Chambers’s appointmejit as Presb 
dent of Court of Chitisura cancelled — Indian servants not to be sent to 
England except on good security — peace and prosperity necessary for the 
w'clfare of the country. 


QUR Governor General and Council at Fort Wiliiani in Bengal. 

I. We wrote a short letter to you under date of the 30th of April 
by the Brilliant, which sailed from Portsmouth the 5th May. Transcripts 
of the said letter will be sent by some of the ships under dispatch, also 
of one dated the 18th June. 


3. Lists of the arrival and departure of our shipping since the last 
advices are sent in the packets. 

3. The names and consignments of the ships, mentioned in tiie 
4lh paragraph of our letter of the 25111 Jatmary last, are as follow, viz., 


Ships 

Tons 

General Coote ... 

755 

Busbridge 

755 

Winterton 

755 

Duke of .-ilhol 

755 

Francis 

755 

Rodney 

755 

Montagu 

755 

Europa 

755 

General Goddard 

755 

Fairford 

755 


Commanders 

Daniel Griffith Hoare 
Alexander Tod 
Raymond Snotv 
James Rattray 
Henry Grueber 
Henry Wakeman 
Thomas Brettell 
William Applegath 
Thomas Foxall 
John Haldane 


Consignments 


I Coast and Bay 
J 

I Bombay 
Bombay and 

China 


4. We have fitted out our ship Bnta?jnia, Captain Edward Cum- 
ming, and consigned her to carry stores and necessaries to St. Helena 
and Fort Marlborough; she sailed with the Brilliant. 


5. As our Presidency of Fort Marlborough will stand in great need 
of supplies it is our positive injunction that you comply with their 
indents in the fullest manner to the utmost of your power. 


6. We hereby permit Captain Charles [Meats], or the agent for the 
owner of the ship Brilliant, in case she shall be disposed of in Bengal, 
to pay into your treasury (in like manner as has been granted to the 
owners of the Nottingham and the Ann and Emelia) the amount of the 
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sale of that ship and her stores, together with the amount of her freight 
and demorage, for which bills of exchange are to be granted payable to 
Sir William James Baronet, or order. 

7. The quantity of salt petre to be exported from our several 
Presidencies by the retuirning ships of this season must be the same as 
directed by our letter of the nth January 1781, as the Company con- 
tinues the same agreement with the owners of shipping for that purpose. 

8. Several lascars, who had been hired to assist in navigating Danish 
ships, soon after their arrival in Denmark have found means to come 
to London, and we strongly suspect they were encouraged by some inter- 
ested persons in order to exonerate themselves from the expence of their 
I'eturn to India. After they have been some time in London they have 
been reduced to great distress and applied to us for relief, which we 
have afforded them from motives of compassion and humanity as well 
as of policy, and thereby been put to great expence, not only for their 
maintenance and cloathing but in returning them to India, which expence 
ought not to be borne by the Company. We therefore communicate 
these particulars, that if any method can with propriety be devised to 
prevent the like inconvenience in future it may be adopted, 

9. The inconveniences which have arisen in your permitting bullion 
or diamonds to be laden on the Company's packet vessels compel us to 
order that, in future, you do not allow any persons whatever to lade 
those articles on such vessels, but require them to be sent on the freighted 
ships only in the usual manner, unless the consigners shall stipulate for 
the consignees that the bullion and diamonds so laden shall be received 
at such port in Great Britain or Ireland as the said packets may arrive 
at or remain. 

10. A memorial from the callico printers having been presented 
to us, in which they purpose that application be made to Parliament to 
lay such an additional duty on printed callicoes imported from Bengal 
as shall put them on an equality with the goods manufactured here, 
also to prohibit the exportation to India of block plates and all other 
utensils employed in the printing of callicoes, and the sending out artists 
skilled in that line, we have, on mature consideration of the said memorial 
and by way of compromise rather than contending the matter in Parlia- 
ment at present with callico printers and others, resolved to withhold 
the importation of printed goods from Bengal for the term of four years, 
to commence and take place from the dispatch from Bengal of the last 
ship of the season 1783; wc therefore hereby direct that you do strictly 
conform to our said resolution, a copy whereof is enclosed for your 
information. 

11. We think it proper however to inform you that an Act of 
Parliament (copies whereof are now sent) has lately passed for preventing 
the exportation of the several articles, above described, as used in the 
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•ibovciuciuiuiicd inunufuclory, and prcvctiiing the sending abroad any 
artificers in that branch. 

13 . Since we wrote to )ou on the 35111 January last, respecting 
raw silk, we Iiavc received the following remarks, and recommend tlicm 
to tlie several private raw silk filatures to be carried into execution. 

13. We observe, with satisfaction, that a sensible improvement is to 
be obtained by winding the silk with the double crossing machines, 
and therefore recommend that practice in future. 

i.|. Thai it is more iroublcsoinc for the spinners, and that they 
cannot make so much silk in a day by using them than without, we are 
aware of, but our view is to bring that brancli [of] our trade to all possible 
perfection. 

15. We were convinced of the efficacy of those implements before 
we sent them out and we arc surprized at the doubts and difficulties 
started to impede their effect, for we did not send the brass cog wheels 
to perform dillcrciu variations from the wooden ones; as both arc acting 
perfectly the same after the Piedmontese principle, which is the only one 
we can permit to be made use of, let the instrument be constructed of 
wood, brass or iron, provided they arc kept in order; for the defects 
and the difficulties of winding off the silks, so much complained of by 
the throwsters, proceeded from the irregularity of the motion occasioned 
by the reels being out of order, and such silk could not be wound off 
without very considerable waste at the mills. 

iG. The brass cog wheels cannot be put out of order except by 
the breaking of a tooth which must be instantly perceived, and in such 
case any one of the reels can be exchanged in half a minute, being 
constructed on purpose in such a inanncr as to prevent any accident of 
that kind. 

17. We have attended to your advices of the 25th November 1780, 
in your Revenue Deparimeni, respecting the grant to Mr. David Killican 
of the exclusive privilege of the trade of Assam for four years, from the 
1st of January 1781, on his paying the annual sura of 50,000 Arcot rupees 
to the Company for such exclusive privilege. We have likewise perused 
the grant itself, as entered on your Revenue Consultations, together with 
the petition of Gonganarain Roy, complaining of the injuries he will 
thereby sustain, and a letter from Mr. George Lear, a free merchant, to 
the Revenue Council at Dacca on the same subject. 

18. Grants of this nature arc so repugnant to every principle of 
commerce, so dctriincntial [J»c] to the revenue, and so prejudicial to the 
interest of the natives and others, who ought to be allowed a free and 
uncontrouled trade over India, in paying the accustomary duties to gov- 
ernment, that we cannot hesitate a moment in declaring our condemnation 
of them’ and we hereby direct that the agreement with Mr. Killican be 
forthwith annulled; and we not only forbid all future monopolies but 
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also declare that we shall hold you responsible for the consequences of 
any breach of our positive orders in this respect. 

19. Having maturely taken into consideration the state of our 
covenant servants at the several Presidencies we have resolved to appoint 
only one writer for the Bengal establishment this season (and that only 
on the highest and most respectable recommendation), viz., the Honourable 
Frederick Fitzroy, who is to rank from the receipt of this letter. We 
have sent his covenants to be executed and then returned to us. 

20. The extraordinary and unbecoming letters sent by Mr. George 
Bright to our Governor General, and by him submitted to the considera- 
tion of your Board, could not fail to excite our surprize and indignation. 
To animadvert upon them would be beneath us. The very proper 
sentence of suspension from our service which you passed upon Mr. Bright, 
in consequence of those letters, has been followed by us with dismission; 
he must therefore be ordered to proceed to England. We would have 
you make it known that we shall always consider any indignity offered 
to our Governor General, or to any of our Co'uncil, as an insult to 
ourselves and will invariably resent it accordingly. 

21. Being desirous of conferring upon Mr. Simon Ewart some 
mark of our favor we repeat our orders of the 18th of October 1780, 
and direct that he be appointed to such station as shall be suitable to 
his rank in our service. 

22. We direct that Mr. Allen Edward Young, who holds the office 
of Sub Accountant to the Board of Trade, do succeed Mr. Tomlinson 
as Accountant to that Board when he shall vacate the same, provided 
there is no objection to Mr. Young’s conduct or abilities. 

23. We have permitted Mr. William Burnett, a surgeon on your 
establishment, to return to his duty without prejudice to his standing, 
which, by a list of surgeons, dated Fort William 25th October 1778, was 
next below Mr. John Smith and above Mr. Thomas Gillies. 

24. Mr, Henry Butler, a writer for your Presidency, who was taken 
by the French in the Hinchinbrooke^ has our permission to proceed to 
bis station on one of the ships no'W- under dispatch. 

25. Mr. Nicholas Grueber is permitted to proceed on the ship 
FranciSj provided he can be accommodated with a passage after the 
military shall be embarked on board, and he is, on his arrival in Bengal, 
to rank in the manner directed by our General Letter of the 31SI May 
1781, paragraph 34. 

26. Messrs John Becher and Henry Thomas Colebrooke have our 
permission to proceed to their stations at your Presidency on one of 
His Majesty’s store ships. 
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27. riic friends of C.iptniii George liurririgioii, «lio uas remored 
from your Presidency to Fort St. George witlt his rank, having requested 
that on account of the very bad Mate of licalih lie had at .Nfadras he 
might be allowed to resume his former military rank and station at your 
Presidency, where lie has reshied for some time past, and being well 
assured of the truth of their reprcsciiiaiion we do hereby permit him 
to remain in Uengal, and that he do resume his original military rank 
and station at your Presidency. 

28. We have permitted l.icutcnniit Jlemy Mtirdaunt (who went 
in llis Majesty’s ship Inflexible) to return to his rank on your 
establishment. 

29. Captain 'Fhomas Harris, of your artillery, and Lieutenant 
Charles Murray have our leave to return to tlicir duty without prejudice 
to their rank. 

30. ^Ve have ap])oin(cd Mr. Jiilm Francis Pnsclioud to he a 
lieutenant fireworker at your Presidency ami to lake rank from the 
time of his arrival; he piocectls on the Rodney, 

31. We have appointed Mr. John Sanderson, who went on the 
ship BrUlinut, to be a cadet at yotir Presidency; his rank trill be ascer- 
tained by the list sent liercwith. 

32. Stephen Cassan, Jeremiah Church and F-tIward Hesketh Esqtiircs 
have our permission to practise as barristers, and Mr. Solomon flamiltun 
to practise as an attorney, in the Suprcinc Court of Judicature. 

33. In compliance with your desire we return the sells of Military 
Paymaster’s books for 17G9/70 and 1770/71, which were sent to England 
by mistake. 

3^. We have licensed several persons to proceed to tlic East Indies 
to practise ns surgeons, who are to be employed as assistant surgeons in 
our sers’ice ivherc they may be wanted, and arc then to rank in the 
order they are named in the accompanying list. 

35. We have appointed Mr. James Ellis, who was formerly first 
surgeon of your Presidency, to the post of second surgeon on your 
establishment; and upon the death or resignation of Mr. Daniel Campbell 
Mr. Ellis is to succeed him as first surgeon. 

36. As we consider it highly improper that a judge of the Supreme 
Court should hold any office under your appointment we hereby revoke 
the appointment of Sir Robert Chambers to be President of the Court 
of Justice at Chinsura, or any otlier appointment that may have been 
made by you to him or either of the other judges, and positively direct 
that you do on no account whatever confer any office upon that gentle- 
man or any other of the judges of the said Court in future. 
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37. Ill ihc :;( 3 ih jiaragraph of oiir iiisinicLioiis daLccl iipih March 
177.}, ivc (liiccicd you lo traiisniii to us iii duplicate, by each sliip, such 
pans of your letter and advices as we are enjoined by the Act of the 
13th year of Mis present Majesty to transmit to the Lords of His Majesty’s 
I reasury and to the Secretary ol Stale respectively, projierly attested 
under your bauds; but as the same has not been complied with so fully 
as the Act retjuires we hereby enforce the above requisition, and direct 
that you send us in rluplicaie, by every ship, such parts of your letters 
and advices as relate to the government, commerce, revenues or interest 
of the Company, projierly attested under your hands, to enable us to 
comply with the retjuisiiions in the said Act. 

38. We have attentively considered your advices respecting the 
various plans adopieil by you for supplying .your treasury Aviih money. 
The (irst plan is in every respect the most eligible. The second does 
not meet with our approbation as it renders us liable to demands on our 
treasury in Kngland when it may be incon\'cnient to anstver them; this 
mode of raising a lo.an must not therefore be repeated. As to the third 
j)lan, for raising uo lacks of rupees by annuities payable by bills on the 
Court of Directors, it is objectionable on many accounts; but the making 
the Company liable to the payment of annuities beyond the term of their 
exclusive trade is, in our opinion, totally inadmissible. We therefore 
hereby direct that agreeable to a clau.se in the agreement for that purpose, 
these annuities be forthwith redeemed and the annuities put on the same 
footing with the bond holders, according to the terms of the 
first loan, 

39. ^Vc have already given insiruciions, relative to the accounts and 
vouchers ivith Avhich avc are to be furnished, for all victualling delivered, 
in the East Indies for the use of His Majesty’s ships, agreeable to a late 
.Vet of Parliament; in addition to Avhich you Avill observe, by the same 
Act, that from and after the aqth day of June 1782, the Company are 
to supply all such naval and military stores as shall be required for the 
wear and tear and repairs of such ships or vessels belonging .to His 
Majesty as shall be employed in the East Indies. You are, therefore, 
hereby directed fully to comply Avith the said Act, and you are to keep 
a just and true account of the delivery of all stores, Avhich account you 
are from time to time to adjust Asdth the Commander in Chief or proper 
officers of the King’s ships, and to take certificates for the receipt of such 
stores; all Avhich accounts and certificates must be regularly transmitted 
to ns in triplicate by different conveyances, one by land if it can conve- 
niently be done and the others by sea, duly authenticated and fully 
Amuched in conformity to the Act of Parliament, in order .that Ave may 
be enabled finally to settle the same here with the respective officers 
of Government. 

40. Mrs. Murray having brought a black servant Avith her to England, 
named Betty, from Bengal and now refusing to provide her with a passage 
to India she returns on the Busbridge, and we herewith return you the 
indemnity bond, given by Mr. Alexander Murray, that the said servant 
should not become chargeable to the Company in England, in order that 
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ihc same may be pui in force lo recover ilic passage money and such 
oilier charges as liavc been incurred by her, agreeable to an account 
iransmiilcd in ihc packci. 

.ji. Having taken into our consideration the appoininieiu of 
Mr, Aurioi to be agent for supplying tlic oilier Presidencies and our 
island of Si. Helena with grain, with a commission of 15 per cent on 
ills disbursements, and having examined all your proceedings thereon 
we cannot but express our displeasure at such an unnecessary expenditure 
of the Company’s money. 

.p. Our Presidency of llombay have informed iis iliat ilicy received 
a consignment from Pcngnl of j.o.jo b.igs of rice and that tlicy could 
not but be struck witli the cnuniious amouni of the charges, wliich were 
said to be near rupees 7 per bag. 'I'hc freight alone was charged at 5 
rupees per bag when they could have contracted for it at Bombay free 
of all risk and charges at Rs. 5-3 per b,ig, but what appeared inexplicable 
to them was ilic commission of 15 per cent to the agent, u'hich com* 
mission was not [only] charged on the prime cost of the rice but also 
on the freight and all other charges. It likewise appears from the 
estimate which you have transmitted to us of the probable resources 
and disbursements of your Govcnmicnt within the 30th of April 17S1 
and the 1st May 1782 that the amount which it is expected the agent 
will require from your treasury in 1781/2 will be current rupees 
15.92.500/-; at 15 per cent on this sum, the commission will amount to 
current rupees 2.38,875/- or (taking the rupee at 2/3) £26,873. 

43. This profusion of cxpcncc is at all times wholly unjustifiable. 
But that you should have adopted it when ilic Company were in the 
utmost distress for money, and almost every department in arrear, shews 
how little attention has been given to our real interests. 

44. In thus disapproving a measure so wholly unjustifiable we mean 
not to convey censure on Mr. Aurioi, or on any other persons who may 
have been appointed to similar agencies. But all such appointments 
are to be forthwith annulled, adhering to and repeating our former 
orders that such parts of tlie Company’s business as can be done by 
contract be so executed; and in concluding such contracts you are to 
take the instructions already before you for your guidance. 

45. Notwithstanding our orders that security should be taken for 
the return of black servants to India yet several have been left destitute 
here who came to England on foreign ships, or for whom no security 
had been taken, and the Company thereby have been put to considerable 
expenec. We therefore recommend the discouraging sending of 
black servants to Europe, but if tltat cannot be effected, sufficient 
security must be taken for their maintenance in England, as \s'ell as for 
their return to India, agreeable to the accompanying form of a bond, 
and it must be certified upon the orders to the commanders for receiving 
black servants on board of ship that security has been given. And we 
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have come to a resolution that if the commanders shall receive any 
persons on board the ships without the permission of our Governors 
and Councils and the certificates, beforementioned, they will incur our 
severest displeasure. 


4G. We have desired George Cuming and Janies Moffat Esquires to 
proceed to Portsmouth to superintend the embarkation of the 16th 
Regiment of Hanoverians and of such recruits as shall be ordered on 
board ships under dispatch; those gentlemen will acquaint you with the 
numbers of men embarked on each ship and of such other circumstances 
as they shall judge necessary. 


47. His Majesty has been pleased to appoint the Honourable 
Major General Thos. Bruce to the command of the 100th Regiment, 
serving in the East Indies; that gentleman proceeds on the ship Busbridge. 
And we have paid Captain Tod the sum of £185 for the General’s diet 
and accommodation in the voyage. 

48. Lord William Murray, a captain in the yytli Regiment of Foot, 
having obtained His Majesty’s permission to serve in the East Indies, 
will proceed on the ship Duke of Athol at his oivii expence. 

49. We forward, in the packets by these ships, transcripts of the 
returns and statements of the pay of the 15th Regiment of Hanoverians 
for the months of January, February, March, April and May, of which 
payment has been made to George Best Esquire, Secretary in His 
Majesty’s German Office at St. James’s. 

50. In our letter of the 39th January last, we directed you, in 
compliance with the request of the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury, 
to pay into the hands of the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s land 
forces in India, so much money as should remain due from the Company 
beyond what may have been or shall hereafter be paid in India to the 
orders of the commanding officers of corps for the subsistence of the 
officers actually there, and of the effective non-commissioned officers and 
private rnen; but their lordships having, by a letter from Richard Burke 
Esquire, dated 36th ultimo, copy whereof is enclosed, signified to us 
that the Paymaster General with the approbation of the Lords of the 
Treasury had appointed William Burke Esquire to be his deputy for 
the said purposes, we therefore, in compliance with their lordships 
appointment, direct that you pay over to Mr. Burke so much money 
as shall remain due from the Company beyond tvhat may have been 
or shall hereafter be paid in India to the oi'ders of the commanding 
officers of corps for the subsistence of the officers actually there, and 
of the effective non-commissioned officers and private men, care being first 
taken to ascertain by proper musters the exact amount so to be paid. 
It being our meaning that no part of our instructions of the 35th January 
shall be revoked except what relates to remittances. 
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r,j. Wc have paid <liic attciitiun (o your advice respecting the 
agrccnieiu made between your Govcniniciu and the Nabob of the 
Carnatick in March 1781, tuul upon the tuaiurcst consitlcralion of the 
paper entitled “The requests of the Nabob", and also of the replies 
thereto from the Governor General and Council, wc cannot be of opinion 
that the said agrcemciu was either necessary or cxpedicJit, and do there- 
fore positively direct that the same be forthwith annulled. 

5a. ^Ve were extremely surprized at the ajjpointment of Mr. Richard 
Joseph Sulivaid, in consequence of the bcforcmcniioncd agreement, to 
reside with the Nabob as the Representative and Minister of your Gov* 
crnmcni; for unless you lia<l cause to suspect that our Governor and 
(Council at Madras would not have followed your instructions, or that 
they had before actually disobeyed your orders respecting such subjects 
as they arc obliged by Act of Parliament to receive and obey, your 
instructions upon such an appointment must naturally tend to lessen 
the respect which ought ever to be shewn to them, not only by the 
Nabob and his family but also by the ncighbourijig princes. The Nabob’.s 
residence at Chepauk, which is in the vicinity of Madras, clearly points 
out our Governor atid Council as the fittest persons 10 negotiate any 
matters with His Highness from your Govcrjunciu. W^c do therefore 
hereby revoke the said appointment of Mr. Sulivnn. 

53. Having by our letter of the 23rd December 1778, paragraphs 
8(3 to 88, coudeinned the contract entered into with Mr. Mackenzie for 
the provision of ophium we cannot but be surprized at your having 
concluded a new contract for four years relative to that article, with 
Mr. Stephen Sulivan, without leaving the terms of it to the decision 
of the Court of Directors. Wc do not mean to convey any censure on 
Mr. Sulivan respecting this transaction, but tve cannot withhold our 
displeasure from the Governor General and Council at such an instance 
of contempt of our authority. Neither can we approve of your having 
abolished the office of Inspector, and at the same time ordering all the 
ophium to be consigned to the Vender Master, allowing him a com- 
mission thereon, when, in our opinion, it should have been sent to the 
Board of Revenue or to the Board of Commerce. 

54. It would have been much more agreeable to us to have seen 
that the monopoly of this trade had been entirely abolished, leaving the 
article of ophium as open as any other produce of the country. We 
think that the cultivator should receive eveiy advantage from the produce 
of his lands, which would be a most pleasing inducement to him to 
consent to an increase of his rent. 

55. We have your advices before us respecting the disposal of 
1,460 chests of ophium on the Company’s account at Rhio and other 
places in the Streights of Mallacca, the net produce of which was to be 
paid into the hands of our supra cargos at Canton, and we do not see 
any objection to the scheme. 
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56. But wall regard to the consignment of 2,000 chests of ophium 
immediately to the supra cargos to be disposed of in such manner as 
they shall think proper, ^ve have been informed that the importation 
of ophium to China is forbidden by the Chinese Government on very 
severe penalties. The ophium on seizure is burnt, the vessel on which 
it is bi ought to the port confiscated, and the Chinese in lyhose possession 
it may be found foi sale punished with death. Under any circumstances 
It IS beneath the Company to be engaged in such a clandestine trade; we. 
therefore, hereby positively prohibit any more ophium being sent to 
China on the Company’s account. 

57 - Samuel Farmer, in behalf of Mrs. Farmer i and others 

claiming under the will of the late Captain Edward Roch, having repre- 
sented to us that the attornies of William Bensley Esquire, the acting- 
executor, had been refused payment of two bonds, one for current 
rupees 48,900 and the other for 8,700 current rupees bearing interest at 
5 per cent per annum, owing to the Sub Treasurer’s construction of a 
memorandum made on those bonds by Mr. Bensley, but that gentleman 
having signified to us his desire that the abovementioned bonds mav 
be paid to his attornies, we therefore direct that you pay the said two 
bonds, one of which is No. 85S, dated 17th July 1776, for current rupees 
forty eight thousand nine hundred, and the other No. 859, dated gist 
July 1776, for eight thousand seven hundred current rupees with such 
interest as may be due thereon, and grant bills of exchange for the 
amount payable to William Bensley Esquire or order. 

58. As we are apprehensive of a great deficiency in our cash in 
England, in consequence of the stagnation of our commerce, we are 
under the necessity of prohibiting you from drawing any bills of exchange 
upon the Court of Directors the ensuing season, except upon the most 
urgent occasions, unless it be for the amount of the bonds mentioned 
m the preceding paragraph, the sum of £27,000 for Lord Clive’s jaghire, 
and £200 to Sir Charles Raymond Baronet; should you deviate from 
our above order, your justification will depend entirely on the evident 
necessity you shall be under for so doing. 

59- In our. general instructions to your Government of the 29th 
March 1774, paragraph 25, we directed that you do not, on any account 
or under any pretence whatsoever, suffer any European to hold any post 
or to exercise any office in our service, civil or military, who shall not 
have been appointed or admitted into the Company’s service by the 
express authority of the Court of Directors. We understand, however, 
that various departments, at and under your Presidency, are occupied 
by persons not within the above description; it is therefore our pleasure 
that such persons be forthwith removed. When we consider the repre- 
sentation you have made to us, in your Revenue Letter of the 5th May 
1781, of the num'ber of our covenanted servants out of employ we ai'e 
convinced of the absolute necessity of enforcing this order, which must 
be carried into execution without any exceptions, and direct that the 
salary and. allowances to such unauthorized persons as abovementioned 
do cease upon the receipt hereof. 
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Co. As SVC have disapproved of the appointment of Richard 
Joseph Sulivaii to be Resident from your Government at I'ort St. George so 
we cannot acquiesce in a similar appointment of Mr. James Lucy Dighton 
to be Resident at Bombay: the said appointment is therefore hereby 
annulled. And we forbid all such appointments being made in future. 

5 i. On considering the long scmccs and merits of Mr. Robert 
Gregory junior ^ve have thought proper to appoint him to be assistant 
to the Revenue Council at Patna, and to succeed to that Chiefship on 
the first vacancy. 

02. Frt/m the appearance in the correspondence, on your .Secret 
Consultations of t.|ih June 1781, between Mr. Middleton, our Resident 
at Oude, and Mr. Johnson, who was sent to Fy/oola Khan, a Rohilla 
Chief, to require from iiim the quota of troops tviih whiclt by treaty lie 
tvas bound to furnisli the Vi/icr, we cannot but he under some appre- 
hensions for the event. 

Gg. It is exceedingly proper that your Government should see that 
Fyzoola Khan fulfds his engagement with the Vizier, according to the 
treaty guaranteed by the Company; but we wish rather to be considered 
as the guardians of the lionor and prosperity of the native potvers of 
India, with whom we arc in any degree connected, than as tlie instruments 
of oppression. We hope and trust, therefore, tliat no hostile steps have 
been taken against the Rohilla Chief. 

64. To procure and maintain the peace of India, to quiet the fears 
of the neighbouring powers, who, from the conduct of our servants, 
have had too much reason to be jealous of our encroachments, to adhere 
strictly to treaties and never to be the aggressors, to secure to the natives, 
under the immediate government of the Company, the undisturbed 
execise [exercise] of their religion and customs, and to encourage 
cultivation, manufacturies and commerce are the means by which we hope 
to regain the confidence of the native princes, and the attachment of the 
people. By such means, and by such alone, we may hope to see our affairs 
once more flourish, and permanency again given to the Company's pos- 
sessions in the East Indies. 

65. We have permitted Captain Swiney Toone, who came home 
for the benefit of his health, to return to your Presidency without 
prejudice to his rank; we consider him particularly entitled to this mark 
of our attention as w’ell on account of his general good character as 
for services rendered to the Company under our orders, since he has 
been in Europe. 

66 The following gentlemen are appointed cadets for Bengal, in 
the room of several who did not proce^ thither last season, who are 
to take rank on their arrival in the undermentioned manner, viz., 

Thomas Cowley— next below Uiysses Browne- 
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William I/.od Moseley — next below John Mnnro 

Henry Royle — next below James Simpson 

Walter Hawkes — next below William Hemmino- 

^ O 

Bridges Kearney — in the room and with the rank of Thomas Bourchier 

Thomas Dance — in the room and with the rank of John Hamilton. 

67. We have appointed Messrs Henry Johnston and Thomas 
Penson. who arc abroad, to be cadets for your Presidency; if they should 
be in Bengal they must be acquainted with their appointments; their 
rank will appear by the lists sent in the packet. 

68. Mr. John Aird, a cadet for your Presidency, who takes his 
passage on the Winlerlou, is on his arrival to take the rank assigned 
to Mackenzie Aird by the 49th paragraph of our letter of the 25th 
January last. 

69. Messrs James Salmon, Frederick French, Gilbert Ram[say], 
Baldwin Duppa Hancorn, John Read and Jos. Shaw, appointed cadets 
for your Presidency, have our permission to remain in England until 
ne.xt season without prejudice to their ranks. 

70. Your giving majors’ commissions to Captains John Dodds, 
James Lewis and Alexander Maglashan, on purpose to enable them 
to partake of the Military Fund in such advanced rank, ts^as highly 
improper; and as we cannot but consider such appointments as tending 
to pervert the real intention of that institution we positively forbid the 
like being practised in future, 

71. The Right Honorable the Lords of the Treasury having, upon 
the peculiar circumstances represented to their lordships as stated in 
the 7th paragraph of your letter of 30th April 1781, given their consent 
to our accepting sundry certificates drawn by you in favor of the com- 
manders and officers of the Neptune and Bellmont, amounting to £16,000, 
we have accordingly accepted them on the usual terms. 

72. We disapprove of your havdng granted to the commanders and 
officers of the ships Earl of Dartmouth, Rockford and Grosvenor the 
indulgence of paying into our cash £16,000 for certificates for each ship, 
as it is very inconvenient to repay the same in the present situation 
of the Company’s affairs and contrary to Act of Parliament, and therefore 
such indulgence must be discontinued in future. 

73. We have not accepted the beforementioned certificates for the 
extra £8,000 for each of the ships Earl of Darlmoulh, Rockford and 
Governor [Grosvenor], but have submitted the same to the consideration 
of the Right Honorable the Lords of the Treasury. 

74. Having in several of our letters to you since 1773 ordered legal 
proceedings to be taken against sundry persons therein named we direct 
that yon lose no time in bringing these several suits to determination, 
and particularly inform us of the state thereof, the grounds of defence 
and when they may probably be brought to trial. 

75- As it is highly necessary that we should be regularly informed, 
from time to time, of the state of the law suits in which the Company 
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is engaged witli Europeans we ihcrcforc direct that you send us, in 
duplicate, an account of all such suits which have been commenced or 
ordered to be commenced in the Supreme Court wherein tlic Company 
are parties, and the stale of tlie proceedings that have been had therein. 

76. The Right Monorabte *\fr. Secretary at War having, by letter 
dated the i7ih April last, a copy whereof is enclosed, applied to us to 
give directions for the pa)nicnt of the several sums of money, therein 
nioiuioned, for the victualling and subsistence of tlie itnd battalion of 
the .jand Regiment of Foot, and for subsistence money advanced to 
Lieutenant Anthony Elwoud of the loist and Lieutenant Robert Gregg 
of the loaiid Regiment of tlic King’s troops, now serving in India, you 
arc to pay the same as pan of the sum due to iliosc regiments respectively, 
agreeable to tlie Act passed last session of railiament. Copies of the 
several papers, mentioned in the above letter to be enclosed to ns, are 
i\ow forwarded for your information. 

77. It having appeared to our Omnnittec for the Managentent and 
Application of the Military Fund that no distinction has been made 
between the surgeons serving in the factories and those attending the 
arnty, and as we arc of opinion that ottly those wlto serve with the army 
are entitled to partake of the said fund we direct that certificates and 
recommendations for pensions be granted in future to sucli surgeons only 
as have been actually employed in the army and arc invalided. 

78. Recommendations having been granted, to entitle persons to 
the benefit of the Military Fund, to several who were not within the 
description of the deed we therefore cannot but express our disapproval of 
such recommendation and positively direct that particular attention be 
paid to the circumstances on which every person grounds his or her claim, 
who shall hereafter apply for a certificate to be admitted a pensioner. 

7g. From the very critical situation of public affairs and the pro- 
bability of our several outward bound ships, now at Portsmouth, being 
required to put to sea at the shortest notice we have thought proper 
to send you such parts of our answers to your advices as are already 
compleated. And should we have time before the ship’s departure to 
send you our further remarks and orders we sliall not fail to embrace 
the opponuniiY. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Robt. Gregory / Henry Fletcher / 
John Harrison/George Tatem/Jac. 
Wilkinson / Chas. Boddam / John 
Hunter / Joseph Sparkes / R. Hall / 
John Smith / John Roberts / Step. 
Lushington/Ben. Booth/W. Devay- 
ncs / George Cuming/Jas. Moffatt / 
Nath. Smith. 

General Letter to Bengal (triplicate). 

No. i. 


London, 

12th July 1782. 

Company’s 
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LETTER DATED 28 AUGUST 1782 

Tile Tanjore Raja’s rights — Governor General’s proceedings against 
Fo'u'he and Bristoxe reversed — the Bijaigarh prize money — construction 
of Calculta-Chunar Road — Raja Chait Singh’s case revieiued. 

Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. By the unavoidable detention of the Company’s ships at Spithead 
we are enabled to reply to some material parts of your advices and to 
furnish you with our further directions, in addition to those in our last 
letter of the 12th ultimo. 

3. The Right Honorable Lord Macartney has transmitted 'to us 
copy of a letter, which he received from the Governor General, dated 23d 
July 1781, an extract from which is as follows: “I can say little upon the 
subject of Tanjore, for I can hardly allow it the credit of a serious 
argument. The meanness of our first settlers dignified the Rajah with 
title of king; and by that misnomer, if I may call it so, he has acquired 
all the prerogatives of royalty, though the Nabob, his undoubted sovereign, 
has been, without scruple, treated as a dependant. If these ridiculous 
prejudices are allowed to operate against every principle of justice and 
policy and (I must add) of commonsense it is a pity that they could not 
be confined to the season of peace and seairity. Surely this is not a time 
to encourage or yield to the delusion. The late President and Select 
Committee informed us that the Rajah had refused to contribute a store 
of grain to the subsistence of the army, for which the President had 
written to him a letter expressive of his displeasure. This is a language 
so remote from my conceptions of the actual and absolute rights of your 
Government, while it is charged with the entire defence of the state, of 
which the Raja of Tanjore is a member, and of his dependence [sic], that 
I can scarce offer an opinion which shall not appear exti'avagant in the 
comparison. In a word I think it improper at such a time to leave the 
Rajah an opinion [option] to withhold a grain of his store, or a rupee of 
his treasury, from the service of the general state; and most heartily advise 
that while that service, in the present desperate condition of it, lasts, 
the whole, with the single reservation of his own personal subsistence, 
be taken out of lyis hands in better trust for the public use. These are 
my public, not private, sentiments, and your Lordship is welcome to avail 
yourself of them in any manner you please. Most heartily do I wish 
that they may be conformable to your own.” 

3. The sentiments contained in the preceding extract are so diame- 
trically opposite to those which we entertain respecting the rights of the 
Rajah of Tanjore, and the other powers connected with the Company, 
and are so repugnant to every idea of justice and moderation, and the 
agreement subsisting between us and the Rajah, that we cannot but express 
our extreme surprize thereat. We hope and trust that they have made 
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no hnprcision upon the niimls of the Governor and Council of Fort 
St. George that uuiy prove derogatory to tlic riglits of the Rajah. We 
have written a letter to His Excellency by this dispatch, a copy whereof 
is enclosed for your notice, wherein we have assured him of our unalier* 
able determination to support and protect him in llie manageineiii ami 
government of his own territories, according to the agreement subsisting 
between the Nabob of Arcot, the Rajah and the Comj)any, and to 
guarantee to him and his family the quiet possession of his country. We 
have therefore given directions to our servants at .\Iadrass to govern 
tlictnselves in all their transactions witlj the Rajah, agreeably to iliese 
determinations. 

Your ])roccedings respecting Afr. Francis Fowke are really 
surpri^i^g to us. Mr. Fowke's first uppuiniinent to be Resident at 
Renaras was in August 1775. He was recalled from thence in December 
177G. and Mr. Graham appointed to succeed him. Our orders however 
of (he 30tli January 1778 tverc positive for his restoration, but they uere 
rendered incifeciual by your resolution, in July 1778, to suspend the 
execution of them. In May 1779, wc repeated the orders respecting 
Mr. Fowke, and in consequence thereof Mr. Fowke was again appointed 
to proceed to Benaras. But judge of our astonishment to find that in 
January 1781. in contempt of our authority, Mr. Fowke was once more 
removed from his station at Benaras. So far from a charge having been 
brought against him, on which ground alone his removal could be 
justified, we find his conduct approved and his character esteemed; and in 
lieu of that station from which he is thus removed another positive order 
of the Company was broken through by his being appointed agent for 
the provision of boats to be employed for the military service of your 
establishment, iviih a commission of 15 per cent upon his disbursements, 
and an allotvance given him of rupees 1,000 per month, until the expiration 
of the then subsisting boat contract. 

5. Without meaning to disapprove of llie conduct of Mr. Markham, 
who was appointed to succeed Mr. Fowke at Benaras, but merely 10 
vindicate the authority of the Court of Directors we hereby direct that 
Mr. Fowke do immediately resume his station at Benaras. As to the boat 
agency that appointment must be immediately annulled, and the business 
performed by contract, in the manner repeatedly laid down for your 
guidance. 

6. Equally extraordinary and unwarrantable have been your proceed- 
ings respecting Mr. John Bristow. He was appointed Resident at Owde 
in December 1774. In December 1776, he was recalled without the shadow 
of a charge being exhibited against him. By our letter of the 4th July 
1777, we signified our disapprobation of the proceedings against Mr. Bris- 
tow, and directed that he should be restored to his station; which direc- 
tion we confirmed by our subsequent letter of the 23rd December 1778. 
Mr. Bristow arrived in India in February 1780. and in October of the 
same year it was resolved by your Board that Mr. Bristow sliould return 
to pwde but that his appointment should be limited solely to the conduct 
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of political negotiations, ]Vrr. Middleton being at the same time nominated 
to settle peciuiiary matters with the Vizier. On the 21st of May 1781, 
upon receiving a letter from the Vizier, expressing his desire that Mr. 
Bristow should be removed from his court, he was again recalled. But 
without entering into the consideration of this matter, and in order to 
vindicate and uphold our own authority, we do hereby positively direct 
that Mr. Bristow do forthwith proceed to Owde in the station of our 
Resident there. We do not mean in the least to reflect on the character 
and ability of Mr. Middleton who must be immediately recalled from 
thence, but it is a duty incumbent upon us thus to maintain the respect 
due to the orders of the Court of Directors. You are likewise to observe 
that we shall not suffer any other person to proceed tq Owde for the 
management of the finance, one person being in our opinion sufficient 
to ti'ansact our business there as principal in both those departments, and 
we expect our orders respecting the succession to that Residency be fully 
complied with. 

7. When we consider the peremptory and repeated orders which 
we have given respecting the appointment of field officers we cannot 
but express our displeasure at the various instances of disobedience 
thereto. But we are struck Avith particular astonishment to find that 
in consequence of your military arrangements in 1780, no less a number 
than thirty six captains were promoted to the rank of major, besides 
84 lieutenants to the rank of captain and 124 ensigns to the rank of 
lieutenant. 

8. We do not find that Sir Eyre Coote, our Commander in Chief, 
was consulted upon the occasion, but on the contrary we have before 
us a strong protest from him, both against the arrangements and the 
promotions in consequence of them, declaring the whole to be 
“ irregular, unmilitary and burthening the Company with an enormous 
additional expence, Avhich he was clearly satisfied there was no necessity 
for incurring and much less at a time when the Company’s funds could 
so ill afford it.” 

9. Admitting, however, the necessity for the arrangement made 
in the sepoy corps, Ave see no reason for putting a major at the head 
of each regiment, with an additional allowance of 600 rupees per month, 
when in our opinion a captain might have done the duty, nor for 
appointing a captain to the head of each battalion when the service 
might have been performed by a lieutenant. We do therefore hereby 
positively direct that the advanced pay and allowances to the officers, 
thus appointed to the rank of major and captain, be immediately 
discontinued, until those officers shall have risen to such superior rank, 
according to the establishment of the army before the regulations above- 
mentioned took place. 

10. We observe likewise that, with the same disregard to our 
orders, you have promoted Lieutenant Colonel Blair to the rank of 
colonel thereby superceding a very deserving officer. Lieutenant Colonel 
Tottingham. We therefore direct that you grant to the latter a brevet 
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conunissioii of colonel upon tlic receipt licrcof, and that he be restored 
to his proper rank, which is next below Colonel Afuir* in the infantry, 
but neither of the said oHiccrs, nor such others as may liave been promoted 
to the rank of field officers or any others advanced to superior rank 
contrary to our orders, are to receive the pay and allowances annexed 
to their advanced rank until they shall have risen thereto, accoidiiig 
to the establishment of the army. 

11. We shall take another opportunity of remarking, in stronger 
terms, on the deviations from our orders in this respect. In the mean- 
time we positively direct that you do not make any promotions of 
field officers above tlie establishment on any account or pretence 
whatsoever. 

12. We have already given you our sentiments on your late military 
arraiigemems so far as they regard the appointment of officers to superior 
rank beyond tlie cstablislimcnt of the army. We continue of ilie same 
opinion respecting such a disobedience of orders, and think it necessary 
to repeat our directions that you do not appoint any additional field 
ofliccrs on any pretence whatsoever. General Coote's last letter to us 
from Fort St. George of so late a date as the 29th January 1782, has 
confirmed us in our opinion on this subject. This letter was written 
after your regulations had time to operate. Tiie detachment under 
Colonel Pearse was included in those regulations. The General must 
therefore have experienced the ill effects of them. He has expressed 
himself in the following words: “The swelling of the Bengal military 
list with the creation of such a number of field officers, and the advance- 
ment of the inferior ranks in proportion, has been productive of a 
grievance severely felt by the Company's old and experienced officers on 
this as well as on the Bombay establishment. As acting as they now 
are upon the same services it has been attended with all the hardships 
incident to supercessiou. The officers also in His Majesty’s service, 
whilst acting in this country, suffer from this new arrangement.” 

13. However competent we may be to give an opinion upon the 
appointment of officers to superior rank, yet we confess ourselves not 
sufficiently able to judge of the plan for new modelling your corps of 
native infantry. Much must depend on local knowledge. A plan, the 
objects of which were to lessen expences and to do justice to the native 
troops, is certainly entitled to a liberal construction. But as we had 
appointed a Commander in Chief of such distinguished abilities and 
experience as Sir Eyre Cooie his opinion ought certainly to have been 
asked, and his approbation obtained, before you re-solved to put it in 
execution. 

14. We cannot, liowever, avoid remarking on a very extraordinary 
passage in the letter from General Stibbert on tliis occasion; and which 
was adopted by you in your letter of the ylh of January 1781. After 
observing that abuses had, from a long course of practise, insinuated 
themselves throughout the array, and which were of a nature tending 
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immediately t<i the ruin of ihc corps composing our native infantry, and 
consequently to the endangering the British interests in India, General 
.Siibbert adds that totally to debar olficers from all perquisites and 
emoluments whatsoever, without advancing their rank and salary, would 
produce no other consequence than that of rendering them to a man 
disallected to the service. 

15. Such unmiliiary ideas coining from a provincial Commander 
in Chief cannot but astonish us. Abuses have crept into the service 
leading to its immediate ruin, and a remedy is not to be applied without 
countenancing other abuses and without a positive breach of our orders. 
To presciwc the British interests in India these abuses must l)e remedied, 
but the remedy is to be at the expense of the Company. And if wc 
do not consent to this, our provincial Commander in Chief has told us 
that, to a man, the ofliccrs will be disaffected to the service. But wc have 
a better opinion of the generality of the officers employed in India. 
Wc think they will chearfully acquiesce in measures taken for the remedy 
of abuses without a compensation, will content themselves with the fair 
emoluments of their stations, and not be disaffected to a service, the 
advantages of which are allowed to exceed any other, bc'cause it is 
necessary to make reforms in order to prevent that service being brought 
to ruin. We desire that you communicate these our sentiments to 
General Stibbert. 

16. We highly approve of your conduct respecting Major Peter 
Grant who w'as charged with having attempted to defraud the sepoys 
under his command of their pay, batla and other dues, with having 
delivered false musters and drawn pay for the full complement of his 
battalion, although the same was incomplete, and with having excited 
the sepoys to mutiny and desertion. We find that he was adjudged 
guilty of the first and second charges and sentenced to be cashiered, which 
sentence you very properly approved. Major Grant must therefore be 
immediately ordered to proceed to England. 

17. We hereby direct that you observe it as a standing order that 
whenever officers shall be dismissed by the sentence of a general court 
martial, and the same meeting with your approval, such officers must on 
no account be permitted to remain in India. 

18. In reply to the 45th and 46th paragraphs of your letter of the 
29th of November 1780, relative to the appointment of an Adjutant 
General over India, we must refer you to our orders of the 3rd March 
1775, paragraph 87, In addition thereto, we are to inform you that on 
the 9th o-f the same month the General Court of Proprietors, for the 
third time, did not think proper to agree in the expediency of such an 
office. With three resolutions of the General Court against the appoint- 
ment of an Adjutant General it is not in our power to yield to your 
recommendation in this respect; such an appointment therefore must on 
no account take place. 
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nj. The Governor General in his Idler to your Hoard oE the 8ih 
December 1781, at lleiiaras, having rcniarkcd on the precipitance with 
which the caj)iors of IJijcghnr proceeded to a division of the treasure* 
and other valuable cdccls found there, wiilionl wailing your decision 
thereon, \ve direct that the conduct of the cojnmatjding officer upon 
this occasion be immediately enquired into by a court martial, and 
that you acquaint us with the result by the first opportunity. 

so. Licutenatit Hugfi StafTouI wfio, we advised yrtu in our letter 
of 31st May 1781, had our pcrmi.ssion to proceed oti a Dane ship, being 
disappointed of that opportunity, now returns to his rank on one of 
His Alajcsiy’s store ships. 

SI. Since writing our letter of the isih ultimo, we liavc received 
a letter from the Right Honorable the Secretary at War, dated gih 
ultimo, copy whereof is enclosed, signifying that upojt tJic dcaili of tlic 
late Earl of Seafonh His Majesty was pleased to appoint Colonel Humber- 
stone of the loolh Regiment to the 781!) Regiment, and to direct that 
from the 13th February last, the field officers of the 78th Regiment 
should consist of two lieutenant colonels anti o])c major instead 
of one lieutenant colonel and two majors, and that Colonel Bruce 
was appointed to the command of the louih Regiment vice Humberstone, 
in consequence whereof the corps has one colonel and two majors instead 
of one lieutenant and two majors; and as the 78th and 100th Regiments 
make part of His Majesty’s forces which, by an Act passed in the year 
1781, are to be paid for by the East India Company, we therefore give 
you this information that you may regulate yourselves agreeable to 
the aforesaid Act. 

22. Your proceedings of the 7tli of July 1781 respecting the road 
to be made from Calcutta to Chu/iargur couid not fail to attract our 
notice. This undertaking we find is to cost the Company at least tvvo 
lacks and a half of rupees. 

23. When we consider the enormous amount of your military 
charges, the scarcity of cash at our other Presidencies whereby they are 
unable to pay the troops, the want of money for the provision of an 
investment, and the absolute necessity of every rupee being applied to 
the purposes abovementioned, we are astonished at the measure; nor 
can we withhold our surprize at your having agreed to allow the officer 
appointed to superintend the work the enormous gratuity of 50,000 
sicca rupees, which we can by no means give our consent to, but if upon 
the completion of the business the officer shall appear entitled to some 
reward we will, upon your recommendation, ukc the same into our 
consideration. 

24. In time of peace, and with a flowing treasury, there might not 
have been much objection to a work of this kind, but even then the 
matter ought to have been' submitted to our previous consideration and 
final determination, agreeably to our orders of the 16th April i 777 ' 
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paragraphs 52 and 53, the Governor General having declared it to have 
been long in contemplation. B'Ut so trifling, in your estimation, even 
in the present critical situation of the Company’s affairs, is the expendi- 
ture of two or three lacks of rupees that you have not so much as 
mentioned the subject to us in any of your letters. 

25. However, as the business will be in great forwardness by the 
time of your receipt hereof, we have only to enjoin you never to exceed 
the sum of rupees 16,000 per annum for keeping the road in repair, 
and to direct that all future projects of this kind be submitted to our 
consideration before you carry them into execution. 

26. It is necessary also to enjoin you to mention every matter of 
importance in your letters to us with marginal references to your 
consultations, that we may be the better enabled to reply to your 
various proceedings, and to give the earliest information thereof to His 
Majesty’s ministers. 

27. As we have not time by the present dispatch to send you our 
directions upon the regulations you have made in the mode of collecting 
our revenues, we shall take the same fully into consideration and send 
you instructions thereon by a future opportunity. 

28. To prevent the great inconvenience which has arisen from the 
want of a due attention in our commanders and officers in marking and 
numbering their packages in private trade we have directed our several 
commanders to cause every package of private trade, which they may 
receive on board in India and China on their indulgence, to be marked 
with the initials of their own names, and also to register the same 
agreeably to the said mark, specifying particularly in the register the 
contents and quantity of the contents of each package, and .that the 
commanders do order all their officers to mark their goods in the same 
manner and to take care that they comply therewith. We have also 
ordered that commanders and officials within thirty days after the 
clearing of their ships at the custom-house here do deliver to the clerk 
to our Committee of Private Trade a true account of all such private 
trade packages belonging to them, specifying the marks, numbers, 
contents and quantity of such contents agreeably to the register, as that 
all such packages as shall not be found to correspond with such register 
will be liable to confiscation. The commanders of the ships now under 
dispatch are acquainted with the foregoing orders, and we direct that 
you acquaint all our commanders who shall be at your Presidency with 
the said orders, that they. may punctually comply with them and avoid 
incurring the penalty of their property being confiscated. 

29. George Cuming and James Moffatt Esquires are returned from 
Portsmouth and have delivered to us the returns of the i6th and part 
of the 15th Regiment of Hanoverians, also a detachment of His Majesty’s 
73rd Regiment of Foot on board the ships under dispatch, of which we 
send you copies' in the several ships’ packets. 
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30. As wc have ai several times expressed an inclination to shew 
some mark of onr favor to Mr. Simeon Euart, at j)rcseiu a fixed factor 
on your csiablisltmcni, we liavc thmight proper to rctnovc the bar to 
his succession in the service, and direct tliat he remain in his present 
standing until all the writers of 1779 shall have risen to the rank of 
factor when Mr. Ewart is to take rank next below Mr. Robert Holt, 
and wc further direct iliai he do rise to superior statiojjs in tJic usual 
manner as vacancies shall happen in the service. 

31. As the commanders and ofTiccrs of the Company’s packets arc 
not permitted to carry out any private trade they arc not entitled to 
the privilege of paying money into our trcasuiy' for certificates on us. 
You have therefore acted very improperly in granting certificates to the 
commanders and officers of the Company’s ship Swnllow and the Lively 
packet for £3000 each vessel, which must not be repeated as we are deter- 
mined to refuse our acceptance to aiiy-such remittances in future. 

3a. Having drawn upon us, by the sliips of tJjj’s season, for the 
remainder of tlic unclaimed sums permuted to be drawn in 1780, on 
account of deceased persons’ estates, which wc have accepted, although 
we have disapproved of the measure in our letter of the gist May 1781, 
wc do here repeat the orders then given prohibiting your drawing any 
bill or bills of exchange to be paid by the Company in England, except 
such as shall be specifically appropriated and described by our orders, 
and except in cases of actual emergency which shall warrant a deviation • 
from this order. 

33. We yield with pleasure to your recommendation in favor of 
Mr. Larkins, your Accountant General, as expressed in the 8th and gih 
paragraphs of your General Letter of the 14th February 1782, and hereby 
direct that he do take rank in our service, according to his original 
standing, next below Mr. Thomas Calvert. Mr. Larkins’s merits 
certainly entitle him to this mark of our favor, and which he is to consider 
as a token of our approbation of his conduct; but we must at the same 
time direct that agreeably to the terms of his own letter, a copy whereof 
we received by the Nancy, Mr. Larkins do on no account quit his present 
post, in which he is so eminently useful, without our permission. 

34. We have for the third time been applied to by the executors 
of the will of the late Captain Henry Spellman of your cavalry, who died 
in Calcutta in April 1765, in respect to a sum said to be due to his estate 
on account of disbursements made to him for horses, accoutrements etc. 
furnished to the troop[s]. In our General Letter to your Presidency, dated 
25th March 1772 (per Prince of Wales), wc directed that you would 
without delay make full enquiry into the whole of this transaction and 
advise us of the result of your investigation, but have not received any 
answer relative to this affair. 

35. As the whole of this transaction is fully stated in the last 
memorial of the said executors and papers' accompanying it, copies of 
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which go a lumiber in the packet, we refer you thereto for all tlie 
information we can give relative to this matter, and positively direct that 
you will take the same into your immediate consideration, and whatever 
sum may appear to be justly due from the Company to the estate of the 
said Captain Henry Spellman, you will cause the same to be paid to such 
persons, at Calcutta, as may be authorized to receive the same. 

36. The very ill state of health of Robert Gregory Esquire, our late 
worthy Chairman, having obliged him to retire from the direction, we 
have elected Sir Henry Fletcher Baronet, Chairman, and Nathaniel Smith 
Esquircj Deputy-Chairman. These gentlemen, together with John 
Harrison Esquire, are invested with the 'usual powers relative to all naval 
and military operations, 

37. We have appointed Mr. James Monat to be a practitioner 
engineer at your Presidency, and he is to take rank as youngest ensign 
from the time of his andval. 

38. Mr. John Read, appointed a cadet for your Presidency, who 
had leave to stay in England untill next season without prejudice to his 
rank, now proceeds on the Cato man of w'ar. 

39. Having examined your proceedings relative to the appointment 
of Major Fairfax, with his pay and allowances, to have charge of the 
Governor General’s narrative of his transactions at Benares, we are of 
opinion that the said appointment was not only unprecedented but highly 
improper and unnecessary, and utterly inconsistent with the -oeconomy 
which ought to be observed in the management of the Company’s affairs. 
We are the more astonished at this appointment as Major Fairfax has 
candidly acknowledged to us that the state of his health ohliged him to 
return to England, at the time he did, and that he should have come 
home the preceding season had not the situation of public affairs induced 
him to stay. Should you, however, be of opinion that he is entitled to 
any compensation on this account the same is to be given by yourselves, 
as we will never consent to the Company being put to the smallest 
expense by such an unjustifiable transaction; and hereby positively direct 
that no such appointment be made in future on any pretence whatsoever. 

40. As we are unable to determine on what terras the commanders 
and officers of the packets from India have been engaged on that service, 
your advices being totally silent on the subject, and the only information 
we have been able to obtain has been immediately from the commanders 
themselves, we direct that you do advise us, in a very minute and 
circumstantial manner, of the terms and conditions on which the 
commanders, officers and others are entertained, expressing the rate of 
the exchange of the rupee. 

41. From the examination of the commanders of the Swallow and 
Nancy packets we learn that they belong to the marine establishment; 
it will therefore be necessary to transmit to England annually, in 
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46. ■ On the 3rd of March the Board resume [resumed] the considera- 
tion of the business and the Governor General proposes [proposed] the 
following question, “Whether it shall be made a condition of the new 
treaty that Rajah Cheyte. Sing shall exercise a free- and independent 
authority in his own dominions, subject only to the payment of his 
tribute?” The question was resolved in the affirmative. 

47. Every preliminary being settled with the Vizier, and the treaty 
executed, the Governor General on the 12th June 1775, laid before the 
Board a minute with observations respecting the arrangements to be 
made with Rajah Cheyte Sing, in which he declares his readiness to 
acquiesce in any plan which may be proposed in terms by which more 
effectual provision may be made for the interest of the Company, without 
any encroachments on the just rights of the Rajah or the engagements 
actually subsisting with him. He proposes that Cheyte Sing shall pay 
to the Company, in equal monthly payments, the yearly revenue of 
22,48,449 sonant rupees, that he shall be empowered to exercise a complete 
and uncontrouled authority over his zemindary under the acknowledged 
sovereignty of the Company, that he shall maintain in constant pay a 
body of 2,000 horse for the service of the Company whenever they shall 
be required; and that while the Rajah shall continue faithful to these 
engagements and punctual in his payments, and shall pay due obedience 
to the authority of your Government, no more demands shall be made 
upon him by the Company of any kind; nor, on any pretence whatso- 
ever, shall any person be allowed to interfere with his authority or to 
disturb the peace of his country'. At the conclusion of this minute the 
Governor General observes, “ That voluntary restraint laid by the 
Government on its own actions will afford the Rajah the greatest 
confidence, and naturally inspire him with sentiments of fidelity and 
attachment, both from the principles of gratitude and self interest; 
without some such appearance he will expect, with every change of 
Government, additional demands to be made upon him, and will of 
course, descend to all the arts of intrigue and concealment practised by 
other dependent Rajahs, which will keep him indigent and weak and 
eventually prove hurtful to the Company. By proper encouragement 
and protection he may prove a profitable dependant, a useful barrier 
and even a powerful ally to the Company; but he will be neither if the 
conditions of his connection with the Company are left open to future 
variations.” On the 5th of July the Board agreed with the Governor 
General, except in the article to oblige Rajah Cheyte Sing to keep up 
a body of 2,000 horse; they resolved indeed to recommend the same to 
him, but declare there shall be no obligation on him to do it, the 
Governor General at the same time observing that it was far from his 
intention to propose this or any other article to be imposed on the Rajah 
by compulsion. 

48. We are much surprized at the conduct of the Governor General 
towards the Rajah on his arrival at Benares, when we observe that by 
the instructions he received for his guidance, previous to his departure 
from Calcutta, the arrangements he was to make with Cheyt Sing were 
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to be cotisoiitiiit to the iiiiiliial rcbiliuii ami actual ciigagcmciiis subsisiiiiE 
bctuccn ihc Company ami him. 

.pj. The imprisonmcni of his person in tlic midst of his coumry, 
which for time iinnicmorinl has been the residence of the most respectable 
persons of Hindosian. thereby disgracing him in ilic eyes of his subjects 
and others was unwarrantable and highly impolitic, and may tend to 
weaken the confidence which the native princes of India ought to have 
in the justice and moderation of tltc Company’s Govermuem. 

50. The resolutions of the Court of Directors ot» your proceedings 
relative to Cheyt Sing arc as follow: 

“ Tliat it appears to this Court that on the death of Sujah 
Dowlah in 1775. a treaty tvas made by his successor by tshich the 
/cmindarry of llcnaris, with its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity 
to the hast India Company 

" That it appears to this Court that Rajnli Cheit Sing wa"? 
conhrmed by the Governor General and Council of Bengal in the 
management of the said zemindary (subject to the sovereignty of the 
Company) on his paying a certain iribiuc, wJiich was settled at sicca 
rupees 22,00,180, and that the Bengal Government pledged itself that 
the free and uncontroulcd possession of the zeinindarry of Benaris 
and its dependencies should be confirmed and guaranteed to the 
Rajah and his heirs for ever, subject to such tribute; and that no 
other demand should be made upon him, nor any kind of authority 
or jurisdiction exercised within the dominions assigned him, so long 
as he adhered to the leruis of his engagements 

“ That it appears to this Court that the Governor General ami 
Omncil did, on the 5ih July 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheyt Sing 
to keep up a body of 2000 horse, but at the same time declared there 
should be no obligation on him to do it”. 

” That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheyt Sing performed 
his engagements with the Company in the regular payment of his 
tribute of sicca rupees 22,66,180”. 

‘‘ That it appears to this Court that the conduct of the Governor 
General towards the Rajah, whilst he was at Benaris, w-as improper; 
and that the imprisonment of his person, thereby disgracing him in 
the eyes of his subjects and others, was unwarrantable and highly 
impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence which £he native 
princes of India ought to have in'thc justice and moderation of the 
Company’s Government ”. 

51. Such further resolutions as we may think proper to come to on 
this very important subject will be communicated to you by a future 
conveyance; but we cannot avoid remarking that by the Governor General’s 
last narrative the real object of his journey to Benares tvas to exact from 
Cheyt Sing 40 or 50 lacks of rupees, or to remove him from his zeinindarry, 
as appears by a confidential conversation which passed between the 



H 'xn»n ’>j»r-R 17.S.' 


/ / 


i*cr,«:5.5l ,ira! Nit. \S hrlcr i..?> in ihc n.tnativr) jjit’vious 


»VI t i 

t • 1 1 r t 

nm i 

* ■> 

A * 

VVr 

c 

j * ♦ 1 1 i > '<( 

‘ i, \ i I . 

. Rrn 


Hit- . 


_ ■} , i 

Mj. 

Pane 

1. .i i . 

; V : r ;; 

1 5 


.1IU-. 


\Vr .nr, 

N'oiu ftiriuU. 


Ihnnv I'lcu her; X.niil. Smiiii / John 
U.intson ' Ifcnv. Savage / Cleon’e 
I’aunn |ohn Smith /Cnoigc Chiming/ 
K. Uall/Stct). I.ti'thin^ton/Jo.scph 
L'Whion. ^ fohn Ihiiiicr / J.ic. Wh'lkin 

she *•-■'1]! Aui'inn, ><>n |, RohciiN. 


(icjieral I.ciiir to Hent'a!. 
Kt'(er»jii lu'j man «»! ‘a.ii. :tSlh Aniil 17*^''' 

W • 1 . 


s 


VVte 1 1 it inti tif ;hr lin-^lish o/t (hr (lowimintlrl const. 

UR ChivcfJtor (IciKTal ami (amiicil at Fori W'illiani in licnyal. 

In aiidition in nnr leiitr of ycsicialay's tiau:‘ we are to aetjuaint you 
ihai. having had a furtiier t oniniunicaiit)!! with Mis Majesty’s ininisiers 
upon the critical siination of our aflairs «>n the coast of Coromantleh we 
have written the enclosed letter to our Presidency of Fort St. CJeorge*. 
to which we desire vour particular attention, in order that our servants 
there may he assisted in jjroviding the loan therein mentioned should 
they not be able to procure it at Madras, and should they make applica- 
tion to you for that purpose. 

We are, 

Vour affectionate friends, 

London, Henry Fletcher/ Naihl. Smith/ 

the hth Septendjer tySe. Flarrison, 

From the Secret Committee, dated Gth September 1783. 
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LETTER DATED 26 SEPTEMBER 1782 

I’rohiliitioii (if s»i/:/ovmrHi nf uncm'eiimileil persons— retrenchment 
of tnonllily wrilers. 


QUK ClovciTior General amt Cotindl :il Knri William in Itciigal. 

i. We wroic lo you on the aSth of August by the following ships, 
wliich sailed on tlieir voyage the inh insiant, vi/., Bristol man of war, 
Duke of Athol, Fuincis, Rodney, ,Uo///</gi/e, lleneuil Coole, Biishridi'e, 
lKin/er/o«. ami by tlie (Ireyhound packet. 


a. ^Ve liavc taken up the iindermciuioned ships in part of the 
number designed to he sent to India and Ghina the ensuing season. 



'I'OIH 


Eml of Oxford ... 


Captain John 




White jimr. 


A 110.1 

733 

Allen Cooper 


Lord Macartney ... 

753 

William Hall 


Duke of A'mgWon 

72:1 

Justinian Nutt 


Hal.teioell 

753 

Richard Pierce 

Coast and Bay 

Pigot 

75S 

Robert Morgan 


Von.dtlavt 

753 



Barirell 

755 

Robert Carr 


Fox 

753 

John Blackburn 


Bellinonl 

75» 

Win, Dick Ganiage j 

True Briton 

753 

John Broadley 1 

Stormont 

723 

John Rogers [ 

York 

753 

Jiio. Atkinson i 



Rlanrh.Trd 

Houghton 

755 

James Munro 

Coast and China 

London ... 

753 



La.scelles 

758 

Thomas Wakefield 


Earl of Sandudeh 

804 

Charles Deane j 

Walpole 

758 


St. Helena and 


Bencoolen 


3. As His Majesty’s transports are not under the orders of the 
Company, and as there is a great probability of unlicensed goods being 
on board those ships, we direct that you be very particular in your 
enquiries for the discovery of such unlicensed goods, and if any shall be 
found the same must be seized and sold on the Company’s account, and 
you must transmit a full and true account of all your proceedings to us. 


4. ^Ve have already in our letter of the 12th July last repeated 
our orders of the 29th M^rch 1774 that no person should hold any 
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appointment under the Company who was not regularly admitted into 
the service by the express authority of the Court of Directors. We are 
confirmed in our opinion of the necessity of these orders from observing 
the expence incurred by the Company on account of near 30 persons 
holding offices who are not covenanted servants, which amounts to no less 
a sum than £20,000 a year. 

5. When we consider that by. your late regulation for the manage- 
ment of the revenues a great number of our servants of long standing- 
are totally out of employ we cannot but express our astonishment that 
persons should have been appointed Salt Agents, Deputy Paymasters, 
Commissioners etc., who are not in our service and many of whom remain 
in India even without our licence. 

6. We do therefore most positively forbid the like in future and 
direct that every person not in the Company’s service who may be 
employed in those, or any other stations, be forthwith removed and our 
own covenanted servants appointed in their stead. 

7. We likewise obseiwe that the charge for monthly writers at your 
Presidency amounts to upwards of £4,000 a year. This is not only a great 
expence to the Company but is likewise extreamly injurious to our 
interests, as our junior servants are thus kept out of employment and 
must of course run into dissipation. Nor is this the only evil since for 
want of being trained in that regular official line of business, which is so 
necessary to a perfect knotvledge of our affairs, they contract habits of 
idleness, conceive a contempt for many material parts of their duty, and 
when they advance in station find themselves ignorant of the Company’s 
concerns. 

8. We therefore hereby direct that all monthly writers be forthwith 
discharged and their places supplied by our own junior servants; but 
should any of these refuse to act in the different offices such persons 
must be immediately suspended from the service, and remain so till our 
pleasure shall be known, 

9. We shall expect that the directions, which we have thus thought 
it absolutely necessary to give, be implicitly obeyed, according to the true 
intent and meaning thereof, and which we will not suffer to be evaded 
by any private recommendation or any other person whatsoever. And 
we likewise require you to send us by every ship a list of covenant 
servants with their employments, that we may be enabled to judge how 
far our orders in this respect shall have been rendered effectual. 

10. The owner of the Veteran, one of His Majesty’s store ships, has 
obtained our leave to dispose of the ship in India under a penalty not to 
sell her to any European nation except the English, nor to any of the 
country powers in the East Indies without the leave and permission 
of the Company’s Governor and Council or Chief or Resident 
where the ship shall be disposed of. We enclose copies of the 
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arc or ought to be observed, performed, fuHillcd, accomplished, paid and 
kept, comprised or mentioned in certain articles of agreement bearing 
date with these presents and made, or expressed to be made, between the 
said United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies 
of the one part and the said William Robertson of the other part in all 
things according to the true intent and meaning of the same, then this 
present obligation to be void and of none effect, or else to be and remain 
in full force, power and virtue. 


William Robertson {L„S.) 

Sealed and delivered (being first duly stamped) in the presence of 

J. Maddocks/R. Owen. 

Copy 

.Agreement and bond willi the owner of the Veteran store ship. 

No. 21 . 


to 

LETTER DATED 19 DECEMBER 1782 

Kin^s naval force for India — unsettled state of affairs in Europe — 
exhortation to stop war tu India. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

[i] This letter is purposely to advise you that about the middle of 
next month the following ships will take their departure from England, 
viz.. 


Ships 

Commanders Consignments 

Halseivell ... 

Richard Pierce I 

Barwell 

Robert Carr | 

Pigot 

Robert Morgan i 

A tlas 

.ylen Cooper i 

Justinian Nutt 1 

Duke of Kingston 

Lord Macartney ... 

William Hall | 

Earl of Oxford 

John White junr. j 

Vansittart 

William Agnew J 

Stormont ... 

Robert Fairful ') 

True Briton . 

Henr)' Farrer j 

York 

Jno. Atkinson | 

Blanshard 1 and china 

Lascelles 

Thomas AVakefield 1 

Houghton 

James Munro [ 

London 

John Eastabrooke j 



83 


Ships 

Walpole 

Earl of Saiidivich 

Belmont 

Fox 


19 DECEMBER 1782 

Commanders 
Henry Churchill 

Charles Deane 

Win. Deik Gamage 
John Blackburne 


Consignments 

St. Helena, Bencoolen 
and China 
Coast and China 

Coast and Bay 


Prime, Company’s ship laden with naval stores. 


And about the middle or latter end of February, the live under- 
mentioned will likewise be on their departure. 


JM. 

Ships 

General Elliott 
Besborough 
Glatton 
Sulivan 
Raymond ... 


Commanders Cons ign men ts 

John Cotton 

Alexr. Montgomerie ( Bombay 
... Charles Drummond ) 

Stephen Williams Bombay and China 

Joseph Hall St. Helena and Bombay 


[2] Of the naval force which His Majesty has been graciously pleased 
to order for the East Indies, the ensuing season, three ships of the line and 
a frigate are upon the eve of sailing and will convey to you this letter. 
Three ships of the line and two frigates will accompany the first division 
of the Company’s ships, on which will be embarked two thousand troops 
and about four or five hundred of the Company’s recruits; and by the 
best information we have been able to obtain two ships of the line at 
least will sail shortly after the departure of the first convoy. 

[3] We have directed our Presidencies of Fort St. George and 
Bombay to consult with the Admiral to the best method to be pursued 
for the security of the ships, composing the first fleet, on their approaching 
the coast of India. For their fuller information and guidance we have 
enclosed to them copy of the heads of such cautionary instructions as are 
proposed by the admiralty to be given to the commanding officer of the 
convoy going to the East Indies, and which we shall send to the Select 
Committee at Bombay by the Company’s packet the Nancy, now under 
dispatch, with the most positive directions to conform thereto in every 
particular. And our Select Committee at Madras are enjoined to convey 
the latest intelligence of the state of affairs on the coast to Anjengo, that 
upon the approach of the first fleet the commander of His Majesty’s ships 
may be fully informed thereof in order to provide for his own safety 
and for the safety of the ships under his convoy. 

[4] The state of affairs in Europe at present is so very unsettled 
that we cannot give you more complete information on that head [than] 
may be collected from the following enclosures. 

The King’s speech at the opening of the present session of 

Parliament. 
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Copy of a letter from the Right Honorable Thomas Townsliend, 
one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, to the Court of 
Directors, tlaietl the 31XI December 1782. 


[5] As we have received no later advices from your Presidency than 
those of the 8lh of April last, we arc unable to judge of the situation 
of our affairs. lUit we hope that no opportunity will be lost that can 
enable you, in conjunction with our otlier Presidencies, to put an end 
to the present ruinous and expensive war, and iliat you will turn all 
your thoughts to the attainmciu of this most desirable object. 

[(>] We have tsTiiien similar letters to otir other Presidencies. Should 
those letters fall into your hands you must not fail to forward them in the 
most secret and expeditious niaiincT possible. 


\Ve are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

London, Henry Fletchcr/Nathl. Smith/John 

[the] Kjth Deccinbcr 1782. Harrison. 

Received from Nfadras 28ih August 1783. 


LETTER DATED 15 JANUARY 1783 

Steps to prevent unlicensed persons from proceeding on Company's 

ships estates of Sir Thomas Rnmboid and Peter Perring to be discovered 

fixed leases of land cancelled — Captain Wood’s claims refected — customs 

regulations criticized— the Nawab VaziPs gift to the Governor General 
not his personal property — Rennell's map of Hindustan. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1 His Majesty’s ship Cato conveyed to you our last letter, dated 
the 26th o£ Septeraher, transcripts of which are sent in the packets of 
the ships now under dispatch. 

2 Since the date of our beforementioned advices we have received 
two transcripts of your letter of the 8th of April last overland; but as 
neither of them contained the plan tor keeping up the investment by 
private subscription, we are unable to give you out sentiments thereon. 
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3. The following is a coniplcie list of the ships taken into the 
Company’s service this season, viz.. 



Tons 




Barwcll 

7m) 

Captain Robert Carr 



Halsiuell ... 

7n^ 

Richard Pierce 



Pi got 

75 « 

Robert Morgan 



Allas 

75S 

Allen Cooper 



Duke of Kingston 

7-’3 

Justinian Nutt 


h Coast and Bay 

Lord Macarlney 

75 ;") 

Williani Hall 



Earl of Oxford ... 

75 « 

John While junr. 



y ansi Hart 

7 -)^ 

William Agnew 



Bclbnont 

75 « 

Williani Dick Ganiagc 



Fox 

75 « 

John Blackburn 

J 


Slornionl 

/-a 

Captain Robert Fairfnll 

•V 


7' rue Briton 

75 « 

Jolin Broadley 



York 

7-)^ 

John Atkinson Blanchard 



Lascelles 

7. -,8 

Thomas Wakefield 

' 


Houghton 

/O.) 

James Munro 


■Coast and China 

London 

75 « 

John Fastabrokc 



Earl of Sandwich 

So.] 

Charles Deane 



General Elliott ... 

755 

•••••• 



Besborough 

870 

.-Mexander Montgomerie 



Glallon 

75 S 

Charles Drummond 

J 

Bombay 

Walpole 

758 

Henry Churchill 


St. Helena and 





Bencoolen 

Raymond 

/JJ 

Joseph Flail 


St. Flelcna and 





Bombay 

Sulivan 

755 

Stephen Williams 


Bombay and 


China 

4. The above ships arc taken up in general on the same terms 
as those of last season, as will appear by reference to their respective 
charterparties. 

5. We have likewise fitted the Company’s ship. Prime, Captain 
Philip Sharpe, for a voyage to India. 

6. Our exports to the several Presidencies in India and to China, 
this season, will principally consist of the following articles, viz.. 

For Fort St. George 

Cloth 532 bales, long ells 20 bales, lead 50 tons, copper 604 
tons, iron 100 tons, gunpowder 1200 barrels of 60 lb. each, shot 
and shells 200 tons, small arms 86g chests. 

For Bengal 

Cloth 1178 bales, long ells 81 bales, broad long ells 45 bales. 
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lead 30 ions, copper 803 tons, iron 100 Ions and smail arms e^o 
clicsls. 


For Bombay 

Cloili fiSfi bales, long ells 153 bales, broail long ells 27 bales, 
lead 30 ions, copper .103 tons, iron 300 Ions and Gao cbesls of small 
.nnns. 


For Bussorah 

Cloth 1.(9 bales. 

For China 

Cloth 609 bales, long clls 1250 bales, camblcis 45 bales and 

490 tons of lead. 

7. We have thought proper to continue for this season, the prohi- 
bition of sending any articles to either our civil or infiitary servants 
in India. 

8. You will receive in the packets copies of the orders of His 
Majesty’s most Honourable Privy Council permitting the Company to 
export warlike stores and copper tinder the restrictions therein men- 
tioned, and jou must obey those orders by returning the certificates 
required. 

g. The following gentlemen arc appointed our Council of .Supra 
Cargos at Canton, for managing the Company’s affairs in China this 
season, viz., Mr. James Bradshaw, Mr. William Henry Pigou, Mr. George 
Rogers, Mr. Abraham Roebuck, Mr. Henry Browne, Mr. John Harrison, 
Mr. George Cuming, Mr. Alexander Bruce, Mr. Charles Edward Pigou, 
Mr. Henry Lane, Mr. David Lance, Mr. Thomas Freeman, Mr. Thomas 
Kuyck Van Mierop. 

10. Notwithstanding the attention which we have paid to pre- 
venting unlicensed persons proceeding to the East Indies on board the 
Company’s ships means have been found to elude our vigilance in that 
respect; it is therefore our positive order that, upon the arrival of 
any of the Company’s ships at your Presidency, you do make the strictest 
enquiry whether the passengers on board have been duly licensed by 
us to take passage thereon, and that in case it shall appear no such 
permission has been granted to them, we direct that the names of 
the persons so described together with the name of the ship and every 
other particular you can collect, that may throw a light upon the 
subject, be transmitted to us by your next advices as we are resolved 
to punish very severely those commanders who shall dare to disobey 
our instructions in this material point. 

11 And as persons have been frequently taken on board our ships 
in England as part of the crew and aftenvards designedly left in India, 
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being set down as run, it is our further order that you do also parti- 
cularly attend to any circumstances of this kind that may occur, and 
that any persons who may be found at your Presidency under the above 
descriptions be sent home by the next ships, as we cannot suffer such 
evasions of our authority to pass with impunity. 

12. The following persons have obtained our permission to 
proceed to India as assistant surgeons, and to succeed as such in the 
order here named, after those who have been already recommended 
are provided for, viz., Christopher Williamson, James Hutton, Thomas 
Minchin, John Rowland, William Spottiswoode. 

13. Having experienced many inconveniencies from prisoners of 
war being sent on the ships bound from our different Presidencies to 
China, we hereby positively forbid that practice and direct that all 
prisoners be sent to Europe on such ships ' as may be bound directly 
thither. 

14. We are sorry to observe that the indexes to your consultations 
are often very incomplete, and as it is necessary, in order to facilitate a 
speedy reference to your proceedings, that the indexes should be full and 
accurate you must take care in future to remedy the defects complained of. 

15. We have given permission to Messrs. Henry Alexander and Job 
Strong to proceed to India, as free mariners, on the usual conditions. 

16. Mr. James Ellis proceeds to his station of second surgeon on 
your establishment, per BarwelL 

17. As the Board of Trade have of late years discontinued to insert 
in the invoices the price of raw silk, according to the different assort- 
ments, whereby we are unable to calculate the profits and loss upon 
each, we direct that they revert to the old method of inserting in every 
invoice the price at which the raw silk is purchased, according to the 
following example : 

Assortment A at 
B at 
G at 
D at 

18. Peter Reay, an apprentice to Guiseppe Poggio, the Italian 
spinner, who was taken by the combined fleet in August 1780, proceeds 
to Bengal, per Duke of Kingston, on the terms before advised. 

19. The undermentioned military officers have our leave to return 
to their duty on your establishment without prejudice to their rank, 
viz.. Captain Thomas Nicholls, Major William Watson. 

20. We have permitted Mr. John de Veil to proceed to Bengal 
on a neutral ship, in company with two daughters of the late Lieutenant 
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Colonel Fischer and to reside there otte year, for the sole purpose of 
assisting ihcjii in the recovery of ihcir projicrty, 

21. Mr. Charles Boddam has our permission lo proceed to his 
station as writer on your establishmcm, on one of our ships bound to 
Uombay. 

22. We have pcrmiticd Mr. James Dunkin to proceed to Bengal, 
to practice as a barrister in the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

23. We have given permission to Lieutenant Mouai, lately 
aj)poimcd a practitioner engineer on your establislimcnt, to proceed 
to his station on the Lord Macartney without prejudice to his rank. 

2.1. When we gave directions in February 1784 that Captain 
Thomas Metcalfe should succeed to the post of Military Storekeeper 
General at your Presidency we did not mean in the least to reflect on 
the character and conduct of Mr. William Atkinson, Deputy Afilitary 
Storekeeper; we do therefore recommend to you to nominate Mr. Atkin* 
son to such a station as may be suited to his abilities; and upon 
Mr. Afedcalfs [Metcalfe’s] vacating the post of Military Storekeeper 
General Mr. Atkinson is lo be appointed tlicrcto, provided you shall 
deem him duly qualified for the .ollicc, and that he shall not previously 
have been otlicrwiso provided for. 

25. We have resolved to send 120 cadets lo Bengal this season; 
their rank will be advised hereafter. 

26. We have likewise, ‘agreeably to the recommendation in your 
General Letter of 2gth December 1781 to appoint cadets in future 
expressly to the .infantry, artillery or cavalry, appointed 26 cadets pur- 
posely for your artillery; but should that number be found too many 
for that corps, in that case we direct that part of them be placed in 
the infantry, and that they rank as die last cadets of this season. In 
the appointment |of the above cadets particular attention has been paid 
to their having received an education suitable to the artillery corps. 

27. The following persons have our permission to Return to their 
respective ranks and stations on your civil establishment, viz., Mr. Thos. 
Philip Broughton, ,Mr. George Cuming. 

28; As our Presidency of Fort Marlborough will stand in great 
need of supplies it is our positive injunction that you comply with 
their indents in the fullest manner, to the utmost of your power. 

20. We have permitted Sir John Zoffany to proceed ,to India to 
exercise his profession of a portrait painter. 

30. Of ,so much importance do we consider the preventing unlicensed 
persons proceeding on board our ships that, since writing the former 
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part of this letter, we have thought proper to form sundry regulations 
for the more effectually preventing that evil, and at the same time that 
we must repeat the directions contained in the paragraphs, we refer you, 
for your information, to the copies of the abovementioned Regulation, 
now forwarded in the packet. 

31. And here we cannot but particularly advert to a recent instance 
of disobedience of our orders in the commander of the Fairford, by 
his taking on board that ship a Mrs. Cargill without any permission 
from us for that purpose; and we positively direct that if she should 
be landed at your Presidency, you cause her to be sent home by the 
first conveyance. We shall take proper notice of Captain Haldane’s 
conduct on this occasion upon his return to England. 

32. In our letter of ,the 12th. May 1780, we advised you that we 
had resolved that the commanders of our ships should severally enter 
into a bond not to Jake more than we had allowed for the passage 
and accommodation of writers, lieutenants, ensigns and cadets enter- 
tained at their table, and enclosed .copies of the bond for your informa- 
tion, notwithstanding which we have reason to believe that several 
commanders have taken more .than the sums allowed by the said bond 
for the passage and accomodation of persons under these descriptions. 
We therefore, hereby, repeat the orders .contained in the said letter, 
and strictly enjoin you to be very particular in your enquiries whether 
any of .the commanders have taken more than they are allowed by our 
orders, and acquaint us therewith. 

33. By an Act of the last scssifon of .Parliament, for restraining 
Sir Thomas Rumbold^ Baronet and Peter Perring- Esquire from going- 
out of .this kingdom for a limited time, and for discovering their estates 
and effects, and preventing the transporting or alienating the same, 
it is enacted that authenticated copies of the .particulars, or inventories, 
directed by the said Act to be delivered upon oath to .the Lord Chief 
Baron or Barons of His Majesty’s Exchequer, shall be sent to the 
Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal and to the Mayor’s Court at 
Fort St. George and Bombay respectively, for the .pulposes therein 
specified. We, in compliance with the said Act, now transmit, in 
triplicate, authenticated copies of the said particulars or inventories, 
which must be delivered to the Supreme Court of Judicature at your 
Presidency and which copies the judges of the said Court are required 
by the above-mentioned Act to enter on record within eight days after 
the receipt thereof; and as in case of discovery of concealed estates and 
effects in India of the persons before mentioned it is directed by the 
said Act that it shall and may be lawfull for the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, and the Governor and Council of Fort St. George 
and Bombay respectively, .to sue for and recover the estate and effects, 
so discovered, in the name of the Company, we direct that you be 
particularly attentive to any circumstances of concealment and proceed 
accordingly. 



I.ErtEH l-KUM COUIU* 

■III* ^ I'C gr;iaiiuj5 HiocHrrci^* or fixed leases .being conirary to our 
positive orders of the ajili December 1776, paragrapli .pj, and 23rd 
December 1778, paragraph .130, we cannot but express our astonishment 
at your having given perpetual leases for the farm of the purgunnah of 
'rellaurah, the zcniindarry of JJaharbimd, the purgunnalis of Havelly, 
Majcporc and 'ruppah Murvah, and many of the principal districts in 
the Patna province. We positively direct that you procure tliese leases 
to be cancelled in such mode as shall be agreeable to justice in respect 
to the parties to ivhom they arc made, and we repeat our orders, that 
you do not gram lixcd leases in future on any pretence wliatever. As 
the expediency of letting the lands for a longer period than one year, 
or in pcrpciuiiy, is a great political question on which, in the present 
critical situation of our affairs, we cannot at this time come to any 
<lctcrmination you arc to be guided by our beforementioned orders on 
the subject until yon shall receive our further instructions. And as you 
have granted these perpetual leases coiurar)- to our positive orders we 
shall hol<l you responsible for the consequences should any expence or 
difTiculiy arise in procuring their resumption. But we do not mean 
hereby to dispossess the present holders of their lands. On the contrary 
they arc to contittuc to possess them, from year to year, so long as they 
pay their rents and oilicrwisc behave to your satisfaction. 

35. Having perused your consuhaiions on the subject of the charges 
brought by Mr. Booth against the Chief and Council at Patna, as mentioned 
in your Revenue Letter to the Court of the 25th November 1780, para- 
graphs 63 to 66, we direct that the whole matter be sifted thoroughly 
to the bottom; and if any of the said charges shall be brought home 
to the parties accused we hope and expect that such measures ivill be 
taken to make them answer for the same in the .Supreme Court of 
Judicature or othenvise as you shall judge proper. Your proceeding 
in the investigation of this business with zeal, temper and impartiality 
will give great satisfaction to your employers, and you must not fail to 
acquaint us with the result. By punishing such individuals as may 
justly become the objects of our displeasure, and which we are unalter- 
ably determined to do, tve hope to rescue the servants of the Company 
from that general prejudice which they have loo long laboured under in 
this country. 

36. The preceding paragraph was written previous to the receipt 
of your letter of the 5th May 1781, wherein you acquaint us that Mr. Booth 
having withdrawn himself from the Presidency, and denied that he 
possessed any knowledge of the facts on which he grounded his accusation 
against the members of the Patna Council, you saw no just ground to 
Avarrant the continuance of the prosecution, and that you had therefore 
closed the subject with their acquittal. The reasons for stopping any 
further enquiry are far from being satisfactory* to us as the truth or false- 
hood of some of the accusations might have been ascertained without the 
evidence of Mr. Booth. The collusive sale of the two houses, and of 
the property sold to Mr. Bright's moonshy, must, if true, be matters of 
public notoriety. It was in your power to have had them valued upon 
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the spot, and your own books Avoiild have shewn you what they produced. 
We therefore positively direct that you resume the enquiry and acquaint 
us with the result. 

37. The conduct of Mr. Booth in declining- to stand forth in support 
of his charges, and leaving Calcutta contrary to the orders of the Board, 
is extremely culpable. We therefore direct that Mr. Booth be called upon 
for his evidence in support of the charges, and that you transmit to us 
the whole of the proceedings that we may finally determine thereupon. 
Should Mr. Booth’s allegations appear to be without foundation we direct 
that you suspend him from the service until our further pleasure shall 
be known. 

38. We have considered of Captain Wood’s application to be allowed 
four month’s pay on account of his being employed by the Secret Com- 
mittee in carrying dispatches to India, and very much approve of your 
having referred this claim to our decision. As Captain Wood tvas allowed 
his travelling expenses, and as it is quite unusual for officers to receive 
pay during their absence, we cannot comply with his request. 

39. Having a very favorable opinion of the abilities of Mr. William 
Ken'ill Amherst, of your civil service, we take this opportunity of recom- 
mending iiim to your notice and direct that he be nominated to the 
first vacant advantageous post that may be consistant with his rank in 
our service, and for which he may appear qualified. 

40. We have resolved to send 34 writers to Bengal this season, and 
have entertained the following persons, in part of the said number, viz., 
Charles Taylor, George Charles Meyer, John Ramsay, Henry Forster, 
Thomas Abraham, John Routledge, Thos. Godfrey Lushington. 

41. Your advices and consultations respecting the new plan for the 
management of the customs have been very attentively perused and 
considered. As the arrangement was avowedly formed not so much by 
the desire of encreasing the customs as of promoting the internal com- 
merce of the provinces, by the removal of restrictions and oppressions, 
■we are much concerned to find so many instances, upon your records, 
of its having produced a contrary effect. The complaints from Serool on 
the borders of Burdwan, in particular, are very alarming. The enorm- 
ous tax of 15 per cent upon thread alone could not fail to produce 
the consequences which followed, viz., that not an anna’s worth of thread 
is brought to market nor a piece of cloth manufactured. This we do 
not wonder at when it is stated that the whole tax upon cloth amqunts 
to upwards of 36 per cent. 

42. It is certainly a most impolitic mea.sure for many reasons to 
tax the materials for manufacture at so high a rate, more especially as 
in the present instance the Company’s investment must be very materially 
affected thereby; equally impolitic, in our opinion, is the tax laid on 
rice and the other necessaries of life. This also will be felt in the invest- 
ment as it will be the means of raising the price of the manufactures. 
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.JJ. So iiiucli depends on Ioc;iI knoivlcdgc dial it is impossible for 
us to give any specific direction upon the subject. We are tvel! aware 
that the imrodticiion oC new lupdcs. though lliey be really beneficial, 
is loo apt to produce niurnmrings from u natural prejudice in favor 
of old customs, and a tlislikc to whatever bears the ajijiearance of innova* 
lion. \Vc thercrorc would willingly believe that from these ciuscs pro- 
ceeded Captain Stewart's tleclaraiion that there arc few individuals in the 
town of Calcama who have not experienced the operation of authority in 
some department or other of the customs, very difTcrent from what it was 
the meaning of the Hoard it should be exercised. 


.pp However, it is a matter well worthy of the greatest attention. 
We confess that we do not think the subject has had that mature con- 
sideration which the importance of it so highly deserves. Mr. Whelcr, 
though he concurred in adopting the new regulations, seems to confirm 
us in this opinion where he says that the jjcriod of the decline of trade 
was an ill chosen one for adding new burtlicns. If, as Mr. Wilder lias 
assened, the impon and export trade of Bengal has of late years con- 
siderably decreased you certainly ought to have been extremely careful 
how you adopted any measure wlilcli liad a tendency to cncrease the 
evil. 


•15. Seeing ihcrcfarc the necessity of some mode being thought of 
for recovering the drooping commerce of Bengal we recommend it to you, 
ill the most earnest manner, to take the subject into your early consider- 
lion. After tracing the causes of the decline you will be the better 
enabled to apply a remedy. But even you yourselves with all the 
advantage of a residence upon the spot, and with the best inclination 
to adopt some salutary regulation for the benefit of the country over 
which you arc deputed to preside, will not be able to lay down a perfect 
and invariable system. An anxious attention to circumstances as they 
arise can alone enable you to remedy defects, as by gradual improve- 
ment the people will be induced to acquiesce more cliearfully in a total 
change of system. 

46. We wish to see every obstruction to a free commerce removed. 
But as we have before observed it is impossible for us to lay down any 
specific rule. We therefore again reconuiiend to you to take the matter 
into your most serious consideration, that such wise measures may be 
pursued as will ultimately tend to the good of the country and the ease, 
prosperity and happiness of those under our Government. 

47. Whatever regulations may be adopted it is absolutely necessary 
that the chowkies, under the appointment of the zemindars, should bo 
prevented from continuing their exactions. The zemindars cannot com- 
plain of this, as we find by your proceedings that when the customs 
were brought under the controul of the Company, and the inferior 
chowkeys appointed by the zemindars were in consequence removed, a 
proportional abatement was made in their rents. How it happens that 
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the regular customs were not by this means increased we are at a loss 
to know, and we were surprized to find that though the amount of the 
deduction from the annual revenue was 9,77,337 yet the customs, on a 
medium of G years, have produced only 7,39,433. 

48. It is impossible to lay the inferior officers employed in the collec- 
tion of the customs under too great restriction. We are led to this 
observation from a complaint upon your records of the improper 
behaviour of some of them in the huzars at Calcutta. The farmer of 
the buzar duty ought not to be molested in making his collection, and 
the venders of grain should 'be at liberty to carry it to such markets 
as they may prefer. 

49. The amount of fees on a rownnnnh appears to be very exhor- 
bitant. We find it stated that goods to the amount of 1 lack pay a 
fee to the Collector of rupees 350 where 3 rupees were paid formerly, 
and that, as the 15th Regulation stands, the fee on 1 lack may amount 
to a thousand rupees. We agree entirely with Mr. Wheler that the 
commerce of the country is thus loaded with a charge which it can ill 
support. 


50. One of the complaints from Serool is that every man who 
purchases 8 annas worth of rice or any other article is obliged 
to go 80 miles for a passport to convey it from the market to his 
own house, though the distance may not be one mile, or he is liable to 
the payment of double duties. Tlijs is another instance how little atten- 
tion was paid to the real utility of the plan when you resolved upon its 
institution. 

51. We remark likewise that the zemindars of Beerboom have com- 
plained that the Collector at Serool collect[s] money upon travellers 
and passengers, and upon two or three occasions when the wives of 
Bengalee men have been carried from ’the habitation of their fathers to 
that of their husbands, ornamented with new cloaths, he has collected a 
duty upon them. The zemindars conclude their representation with 
saying that unless their complaints are redressed the trade will be entirely 
stopped, and Government will not only experience delays but great losses 
in the revenue. The Committee of Revenue likewise declare that unless 
some immediate steps are taken for circumscribing the powers of the 
officers of the customs a very considerable failure in the revenues will 
ensue, Mr. Wheler at the same time observing that the dissatisfaction 
which generally prevails from the powers of the Commissioners of the 
Customs very evidently appears both from the recorded and verbal com- 
plaints of all men, and that he does not see any reason to doubt the 
reality of the grievances which are said to exist. Therefore, we do not 
hesitate to pronounce that your late regulations for the management of 
the customs appear to us to have been made rather with a view of creat- 
ing lucrative posts for a certain description of men, than with any design 
either of encreasing the revenue or of promoting commerce. And we are 
confirmed in the opinion by the enormous percentage which you have 
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fixed for tile commission on the amount of the collections. If we only 
lake the customs at S.aG.'j.jG, which is the amount of their estimated 
produce for 17S2 (as appears by your letter of the 8th April last). 15 
per cent on that sum w’ill he rupees 1,33,95^' Hnt svhen we consider that 
tliongii the duty is not to be paid on the Company’s investment you have 
noiwitlistanding permitted the Commissioners to draw the same percen- 
tage as if it were actually collected a very considerable addition must be 
made to their emoluments. The other establishments under the Coin- 
inissioncrs, from the most accurate account we have been able to form, 
amount to upwards of 2 lacks per annum so that the total expence of 
collecting that part of our revenue which is to produce no more than 8 
lacks cannot be estimated at less than 5 lacks, though we cannot 
account for tour having estimated the customs at only 8 lacks when we 
uiulersiand that in former years they produced a considerable deal more. 


53. Upon the [ ] great reason to be dissatisfied 

wilii the late [ ] and direct that you revise your 


proceedings respecting the management of the customs and report to 
us the result for our final dctcriiilnation. 

r,3. The promoting officers to superior rank, on their departure 
from India, tvith a reservation of the rights of their superiors, as 
lately done in the case of Captain Kennan, being not only irregular and 
improper but contrary to our orders of the 10th December 1773. 
cannot approve the same; and therefore positively direct that no such 
promotions be made in future. As the letters of the Commander in Chief 
and Colonel Camac are not before us we cannot, at present, determine 
with respect to the merits of Captain Kennan. 

54. We have received a letter from our Governor General, dated 
Patna 20th January 1782, representing that while the Nabob Vi?.ier was 
at Chunar an olfer of a very considerable sum of money ^vas made to 
him, both on the part of the Nabob and on that of his ministers, as a 
present, which he accepted without hesitation, being entirely destitute 
both of means and credit, whether for our service or the relief of his 
own necessities. The nominal sum said to be received, and in course 
of payment, amounts, as the Governor General has informed us, to 
10 lacks of rupees of the currency of Oude. It is further stated that 
what has been already received has been laid out on the public service, 
and that the rest is to be applied to the same account, and that as soon 

as the whole is compleated he will transmit [ ] account 

thereof. 

55, The Governor General has submitted to our consideration 
whether we will adjudge this deposit to him; but as the Act of Parliament, 
by which the Governor General and Council were appointed, directs 
“that the salaries to be allowed to the said Governor Genera! and 
Council”, as therein mentioned, “shall be in lieu of all fees of office, 
perquisities, emoluments, and advantages whatsoever, and that no fees 
of office, perquisites, emoluments or advantages whatsoever, shall be 
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accepted, received or taken by such Governor General and Council, or 
any of them, in any manner, or on any account or pretence whatsoever ”, 
and as the same Act further directs “ that no Governor General, or 
any of the Council, shall directly, or indirectly, accept, receive or take 
of, cr from any person or persons, in any manner or on any account 
whatsoever, any present, gift, donation, gratuity, or reward, pecuniary 
or otherwise, or any promise or engagement for any present, gift, 
donation, gratuity or reward ”, we cannot, were we so inclined, decree 
the amount of this present to the Governor General, and as it is further 
enacted, “ that any such present, giift, gratuity, donation, or reward 
accepted, taken or received shall be deemed, and construed to have been 
received to and for the sole use of the Com^pany ”, we approve of the 
intentions of the Governor General to appropriate the whole of this 
sum to the public service, and direct that he do strictly abide by the 
Act of Parliament in this case made and provided. 

56. We repeat our orders of the 27th May i77[9], paragraphs 51 
and 52, that you send us copies of all such charts and plans as you 
should be able to obtain; and that the commanders of country ships 
and others be requested, by public advertisement, to permit copies to 
be made of all charts and plans in their possession, and extracts of 
journals containing any circumstances concerning the Indian navigation 
not generally known; also, that you make it a condition on granting- 
passes to vessels navigated by Europeans that, on the return of every 
such vessel, a copy of such part or parts of the log book or journal of 
the voyage which shall contain any material information for the improve- 
ment of the navigation be delivered to our Master Attendant, who is to 
examine it with the original and report such remarks as occur thereon. 
And such parts of the log books and journals as shall contain information 
worthy our attention, together with such charts and plans as may be 
obtained, we direct, be transmitted to us by the first conveyance in a 
separate packet, and such packet is not, in case of danger of capture by 
an enemy, to be destroyed with other packets. 

57. We also repeat our former orders that you send us by the first 
opportunity , a copy of Captain Ritchie’s journal of his voyage round 
the Bay of Bengal. 

58. We direct that a survey be made of Codjen and the coast to 
the southward of Point Palmiras, and that endeavors be used for ascer- 
taining the position of the Schedam Rock. 

59. As we do not find by your proceedings that Mr. Barwell’s 
trustees or attornies have cancelled the lease of the house taken by you 
under the idea of it having been desired by Sir Eyre Coote, and as we 
totally disapprove and disavow the transaction, it is our order that you 
forthwith signify the same to the said trustees or attornies, and if they 
shall refuse to cancel the lease that you immediately file a bill in equity 
agreeable to Mr. Lawrence’s opinion, recorded in your General Consulta- 
tions of 22nd June 1780. In this suit it will be necessary (in case it 
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ih:iU noi he clearly atlinhlcd by the ansuers oE the dcfcndanls) to prove 
ihe fact oE the lease being agreed for by the vote of Mr. Barwell and 
ihe casting vote oE the Governor Genera), tlie two other members of 
Council voting against it, and we direct that you ta];e especial care to 
appeal to His Majesty in His Privy Council in case judgement in such 
cause shall be given against (he Company in India. 

Oo. The quaiuiiy of salt petre to be exported from our several 
Presidencies by llie returning ships of tin's season must be the same as 
directed by our letter of the nth January 1781, as the Company continue 
the same agreement with the owners of shipping for that purjjosc. 

r»i. Uy (his conveyance we send you a list of goods to be provided 
at your Presidency for lire ships taken up for the season 17S2, to which 
we require your implicit obedience. To the above list we liavc annexed 
an accontit of profn and loss on sundry articles at our sales in England. 
(0 which tve refer yon for your governance. 

Gs. Afajor James Rcnncll having lately published a map of 
Hindostan, together tvith a l)ook explanatory of its construction and of 
the division of its parts, and cincrtaining an high opinion of the merits 
of this performance, we have resolved to purchase a number of copies 
tltereof for the use of our several Presidencies in India. 

Gg. By the ships now under dispatch we accordingly forward you 
seven copies of the said map and book which you will receive in the 
box apart, agreeably to the lists of packets I)y the several ships whereon 
they will be respectively sent. 


^Ve are, 

Your affectionate friends, 
Henry Fletcher/Nath. Smith/John 
Harrison / Henry Savage / John 
Sraith/George Tatem/Thos. Cheap/ 
John Roberts/Joseph Sparkes/Jac. 
Wilkinson / Step. Lushington / R- 
London, Hall / George Cuming / L. Darell / 

tire t5th January tySg. Jus- Moffatt. 

Company's General Letter to Bengal. 

No. I. 
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LETTER DATED 15 JANUARY 1783 

Prohibition against employment of non-covenanted and monlhly 
writers reiterated. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. In our letter of the 2t3th vSepteinber last we directed the discharge 
of all persons, holding any appoiniinents under the Company, who were 
not regularly admitted into the service by the express authority of the 
C.onrt of Directors. In the fullest expectation that those directions will 
meet with the most implicit obedience we have resolved to appoint thirty 
four writers for your Presidency this season. But, lest a pretence should 
be sought after for evading such directions, we shall here repeat our 
orders, with the most positive injunctions, that you comply therewith in 
every pai'ticular. And that you may see that we are all of one opinion in 
this respect we have made it the subject of a separate letter. 

2. We have already, in our letter of the 12th July last, repeated 
our orders of the 29th March 1774, that no person should hold any 
appointment under the Company who was not regularly admitted into 
the service by the express authority of the Court of Directors. We are 
confirmed, in our opinion, of the necessity of these orders, from observing 
the expence incurred the Company on account of near thirty persons 
holding offices who are not covenanted servants, which amounts to no 
less a sum than £20,000 a year. 

3. When we consider that by your late regulations for the manage- 
ment of the revenues a great number of our servants, of long standing, 
are totally out of employ we cannot but express* our astonishment that 
persons should have been appointed Salt Agents, Deputy Paymasters, 
Commissaries etc., who are not in our service, and many of whom remain 
in India even without our license. 

4. We do therefore most positively forbid the like in future, and 
direct that every person not in the Company’s service, who may be 
employed in those or in any other stations, be forthwith removed and our 
own covenanted servants appointed in their stead. 

5. We likewise observe that the charge for monthly writers, at your 
Presidency, amounts to upwards of £4,000 a year. This is not only a 
great expence to the Company but is likewise extremely injurious to our 
interests, as our junior servants are thus kept out of employment and 
must of course run into dissipation; nor is this .the only evil, since for 
want of being trained in that regular official line of business which is so 
necessary to a perfect knowledge of our affairs they contract habits of 
idleness, conceive a contempt for many material parts of their duty, and 
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when they advance in station find themselves ignorant of tlic Company’s 
concerns. 

6. therefore hereby direct that all monthly ^vrUcrs be forthwith 
discharged and their places supplied by our own junior servants. But 
should any of these refuse to act in the different offices such persons must 
l>e inuncdiately suspeitded from the service, and remain so imiili our 
pleasure shall be known. 

7. We shall expect that the directions which we have thus thought 
it absolutely necessary to give be implicitly obeyed, according to the true 
intent and meaning thereof, and whtcli we will not suffer to be evaded 
by any private recommendation, or on any other pretence whatsoever; and 
we likewise require you to send us, by every ship, a list of covenant 
servants witli their employments that we may be enabled to judge how 
far our orders, in this respect, shall have been rendered effectual. 

8. We are sorry to be under the necessity of reverting to our orders 
of the fjth July 1780, paragraph .J5, relative to the sending home such 
persons as proceeded to India under different appointments from us, and 
who on their arrival relinquish those appointments. As we cannot 
convey our instructions on this subject more explicitly titan tve have 
already done in our beforetnentioned orders, with tvhich we mean to 
insist on a compliance, we liere repeat the same by directing that no 
person or persons whatever already sent, or who may hereafter be sent 
to India, in our service either as writer, cadet or otherwise, be permitted 
to resign the same in order to adopt any other mode of employment, or 
to engage in any line of business, incompatible with the said service; and 
we especially direct that no resignation be permitted in order to enable 
any person whatever to accept of any office or to be admitted to practise 
as an attorney in the Supreme Court of Judicature. But whenever any 
person or persons shall resign as aforesaid he or they must be required 
and compelled to return to England within the time limited by law, 
for we will not permit any person whatever to remain in India after 
resignation of our service without having first obtained our leave for that 
purpose. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Henry Fletcher/Nath. Smith/John 
Harrison/Heny. Savage/John Smith/ 
George Tatem/Thos. Cheap /John 
Roberts/ Joseph Sparkes/Jac. Wilkin- 
son ( Step. Lushington / R. Hall / 
Chas. Boddam / W. Bensley / Jacob 
Bosanquet / George Cuming / W. 
Devaynes / L. Darell / Jas. Moffatt / 
London, John Manship/F. Baring/Jn, Town- 

the 15th January 1783. son/John Hunter. 

Company’s Separate General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 
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LETTER DATED 23 JANUARY 1783 

Loss of the Earl of Dartmouth^ — Board to send testimonials of sewants 
returning to England — difficulty of providing a crew for the Prime. 

Q UR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Since writing our letter of the 151th instant, we have been 
advised by Mr. John Geed, late chief mate of the Earl of Dartmouth, 
of the unfortunate loss of that ship, on the island Car Nicobar, the s[...] 
of June last. The Chapman which was in company with her at the 
time narrowly escaped .sharing the same fate. 

3. The following -persons have our leave to return to their respective 
ranks and stations at your Presidency, viz., Messrs. Edward Golding, 
Thomas Pattle jun., William Makepeace Thackeray. 

3. We have appointed three more cadets for your Presidency this 
season in addition to the number mentioned in the 25th paragraph of 
our letter dated the 15th January 1783. 

4. We have appointed the following persons writers for your 
Presidency, in further part of the number agreed to be sent thither this 
season, viz., Messrs. George Dowdeswell, Samuel Davis, Richard Waring, 
John Williams, Stewart Rose, Thomas Smith, Harry Verelst Darell, 
Joseph Yorke Kinloch. 

5. Captain Robert Mackenzie has our permission to return to your 
Presidency without prejudice to his rank. 

6. We direct that Mr. George Cuming be reinstated in his former 
office of Collector at Ramgur whenever the same .shall be vacant, and in 
the meantime that he be provided for agreeable to his rank. 

7. We have permitted the following officers to return to their 
respective ranks and stations on your military establishment: Captains 
Gabriel Harper, James Home, John Cowe. 

8. We direct that whenever any of our servants, civil or military, 
.shall resign the service, or obtain your permission to return to Europe 
on account of health, you state to us in the most impartial manner the 
merits or demerits of such servants, that upon their application here to 
be readmitted into our service we may he enabled to judge of the 
propriety -of complying with such requests; and this you are to consider 
as a standing order. 
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when they advance in station find themselves ignorant of the Company’s 
concerns. 

6. We therefore hereby direct that all monthly writers be forthwith 
discharged and their places supplied by our own junior servants. But 
should any of these refuse to act in ilie different offices such persons must 
l>e inuncdiaiely suspended from the service, and remain so untill our 
pleasure shall be known. 

7. We shall expect that the directions which wc have thus thought 
it absolutely necessary to give be implicitly obeyed, according to the true 
intent and meaning thereof, and which we will not suffer to be evaded 
by any private recommendation, or on any other pretence tvhatsoever; and 
we likewise require you to send us, by every ship, a list of covenant 
servants tvith their employments that we may be enabled to judge hou’ 
far our orders, in this respect, shall have been rendered effectual. 

8. We are sorry to be under the necessity of reverting to our orders 
of tlie 5th July 1780, paragraph 45, relative to the sending home such 
persons as proceeded to India under different appointments from us, and 
who on their arrival relitiquish tliose appointments. As we cannot 
convey our instructions on this subject more explicitly than we have 
already done in our beforementioned orders, with which we mean to 
insist on a compliance, we here repeat the same by directing that no 
person or persons whatever already sent, or who may hereafter be sent 
to India, in our service either as writer, cadet or otherwise, be permitted 
to resign the same in order to adopt any other mode of employment, or 
to engage in any line of business, incompatible with the said service; and 
we especially direct that no resignation be permitted in order to enable 
any person whatever to accept of any office or to be admitted to practise 
as an attorney in the Supreme Court of Judicature. But whenever any 
person or persons shall resign as aforesaid he or they must be required 
and compelled to return to England within the time limited by law, 
for we will not permit any person whatever to remain in India after 
resignation of our service without having first obtained our leave for that 
purpose. 

^Ve are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Henry Eletcher/Nath. Smith/John 
Harrison /Heny. Savage/John Smith/ 
George Tatem/Thos. Cheap/John 
Roberts/Joseph Sparkes/Jac. Wilkin- 
son / Step. Lushington / R. Hall / 
Chas. Boddam / W. Bensley / Jacob 
Bosanquet / George Cuming / W. 
Devaynes / L. Darell j Jas. Moffatt / 
John Manship/F. Baring/Jn. Town- 
son/John Hunter. 

Separate General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 


London, 

the 15th January 1783. 

Company’s 
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LETTER DATED 23 JANUARY 1783 

LOS'S of the Earl of Darimouth— Boajv/ lo send teslimoninls of sen'anis 
rehmuno; lo Emriand—dilfwully of providing a crew for llic Prime. 

o o 

UR Governor General and Conncil at Eon W^illiain in Bengal. 

1. Since writing lonr letter of the 15‘tB instant, wc have been 
advised by Mr. John Geed, late chief mate of the Earl of Darltnoulh, 
of the vinfortunate loss of that ship, on the island Car Nicobar, the a[...] 
of June last. The Chapman which was in company with her at the 
time narrowly escaped .sharing the .same fate. 

2. The following-persons have onr leave to return to their respective 
ranks and stations at your Presidency, viz., Messrs. Edward Golding, 
Thomas Pattle jiin., William Makepeace Thackeray. 

3. We have appointed three more cadets for yonr Presidency this 
season in addition to the number mentioned in the 25th paragraph of 
our letter dated the 15th January 1783. 

4. We have appointed the following persons writers for your 
Presidency, in further part of the number agreed to be sent thither this 
season, viz., Messrs. George Dowdeswell, Samuel Davis, Richard Waring, 
John Williams, Stewart Rose, Thomas Smith, Harry Verelst Darell, 
Joseph Yorke Kinloch. 

5. Captain Robert Mackenzie has our permission to return to your 
Presidency without prejudice to his rank. 

6. We direct that Mr. George 'Cuming be reinstated in his former 
office of Collector at Ramgur whenever the same .shall be vacant, and in 
the meantime that he be provided for agreeable to his rank. 

7- ^ We have permitted the following officers to return to their 
^spective ranks and stations on your military establishment: Captains 
Gabriel Harper, James Home, John Cowe. 

1 direct that whenever any of our servants, civil or military, 

s'»all resign the service, or obtain your permission to return to Europe 
on account of health, you state to us in the most inipartial manner the 
merits or demerits of such servants, that upon their application here to 
oe readmitted into our service we may be enabled to judge of the 

piopriety .of complying with such requests; and this you are to consider 
as a standing order. 
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9. Wc have purchased tlie ship Prime on purpose to carry out marine 
stores for the use of His Majesty's ships in the .East Indies in conformity 
to an Act of Parliament, passed in the aut -year of His presbu Majesty, 
Chap. 65: and we direct that when the ship shall have performed the 
said service she be sold or otherwise employed to the best advantage 
of the Company. An account of cost, outset and other necessary .papers 
are sent in the said ship’s packet. 

10. Notwithstanding every exertion that has been made and every 
proper encouragement held out to procure seamen to man the ship 
Prime it has been found altogether impracticable. The cause is attributed 
to a dislike generally entertained against going on board a ship avowedly 
designed not to return to England. Under this difficulty application has 
been made to the Admiralty for assistance; and it is reasonable to suppose 
when it is considered of how great consequence the safe arrival of the 
Prime must be to His Majesty’s fleet in the East Indies, from her being 
loaded with masts, that the necessary assistance will not be withheld, 
but in what manner it may be granted is not at present known. However, 
should a number of men. with their oflicers, be sent on board the Prime 
frdm any of His Majesty's ships, and should Bengal be the first port at 
which they may arrive in India, you must pay them such gratuities as you 
shall think proper, confining the same within a sum equal to the amount 
of their wages for the time they shall have been actually on board according 
to the monthly wages at which they may have been borne on the King's 
books. 


11. We have appointed Messrs. Alfred Tufion, John Cheap and Neil 
Benjamin Edmonstone, writers for your Presidency, in further part of the 
number agreed to be sent there this season. 

12. Mr. William Nathan Wrighte Hewitt has our leave to remain 
in England untill the departure of the latter ships of the season, without 
prejudice to his rank. 

13. The following persons have our permission to return to their 
ranks and stations at your Presidency, viz., Mr. Francis Mure, Mr. John 
Wilton. 

14. We have given permission to Mr. William Green to proceed to 
India as a free mariner on the usual conditions. 

15. Mr. William Ogilby has our permission to proceed .to Bengal 
in order to practice as an attorney in the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

16. Mr. Charles Smith has also our permission to proceed to India 
for the purpose of practising there as a painter, on the usual terms. 

17. The following persons have our permission to remain in England 
untill next season without prejudice to their respective ranks, viz., Messrs. 
Richard Tilghman, Edward Baber, Richard Griffith, WiHiain ^rarriolt, 
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Byarn Martin, Ewan Law, Isaac Baugh, Edward Smith, Nathaniel Brassey 
Halhed, James Wintle. 

18. The following military officers have also our permission to 
remain in (England untill next season, without prejudice to their ranks, 
viz.. Majors James Akerman, John Fairfax, Captains Robert Rayne, 
Charles Bowles, Robert Kennan, Lieutenant John Henchman. 

19. Directions, similar to those mentioned in paragraph to, have been 
sent to Fort St. George and Bombay. In case, therefore, the Prime shall 
touch at either of those Presidencies, previous to her arrival at Bengal, 
and the gratuities shall have been paid there to the officers and men of 
the King’s ships as abovementioned, our orders to you, contained in the 
said paragraph, are to be considered, of course, as null and of no effect. 

20. Mr. Robert Lindsay, a writer of last season, has our permission 
to remain in England another year. 

21. The following persons have our leave. to proceed to their respec- 
tive stations at your Presidency, viz., Messrs. John Bennet Burges, George 
Arbuthnot, James Le Gros, George Cheap. 

22. We have appointed Messrs James Grant and Thomas Broughton, 
practitioner engineers for your Presidency. 

We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

Henry Fletcher/Nath. Smith/ John 
Harrison/ John Hunter/J. Manship/ 
Jac. Wilkinson / George Tatem / L. 
Darell / R. Hall / John Roberts / 
Joseph Sparkes / John Smith / W. 
Bensley / Step. Lushington / Jas. 
Moffatt/Ben. Booth/Heny. Savage. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 7, 


London, 

the 23rd January 1783. 



H 

LETTER DATED 25 JANUARY 1783 

Preliminary treaty with France and Spain. 

'T’HE Honourable the Governor Genera} and Council ai Fort William 
in Bengal. 

The detention of the ships, now at Spitliead, by contrary ^villds affords 
an opportunity, which the Secret Coniinittec liave ordered me to embrace, 
of transmitting for your information the inclosed copy of a letter from 
the Right Honourable Lord Grantham, just received by the said 
Committee. The same is in obedience to the orders of the said Committee 
accordingly done by. 


Sir and gentlemeji. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

London, 

the 25th January 1783 


P. Michell, 
Secretary. 


ENCLOSURE 

St. James’s, January 23rd 1783. 
^ past 7 p.iii. 


Gentlemen, 

I have the satisfaction to acquaint you tliat a messenger is just 
arrived from Paris with the preliminary articles between Great Britain 
and France, and between Great Britain and Spain, which were signed 
at Versailles -on the 20th instant by Mr. Fitzherbert, His Majesty’s Minister 
Plenipotentiary, and the Ministers Plenipotentiaries of the aforesaid 
courts. The preliminaries with Holland are not yet signed but a cessation 
of hostilities with that Republic is agreed upon. 

I have the Jionor to be 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
Grantham. 

Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the East India Company. 

Enclosed from Mr. Michell, 25th January 1783. 
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LETTER DATED 14 FEBRUARY 1783 

The temporary brigade stationed in Oudh to be withdrawn Naivab 

o.f Oudh to pay 37 lakhs as subsidy — restoration of the jagir^ to the Begams 
of Oudh favoured — censure of the Governor Generals treatment of 
Faizullah Khan — British proleclion for the Farrukhabad Naivab. 

^UR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Having taken into our consideration the late arrangements made 
by the Governor General with the Vizier we shall now proceed to make 
such observations thereon as appear to us necessary. 

2. In our letter of the 4th March 1778, we signified our disappro- 
bation of the military regulations of 1777, respecting the province of 
Oude. We therefore can see no objection to the temporary bripde and 
the three regiments of cavalry being withdrawn from thence; indeed it 
appears that the Nabob was utterly unable to defray ‘the expence of 
these troops. We hope that, agreeably to an intimation from the 
Governor General, this corps has been dissolved. 

3. According to the present agreement no more troops are to be 
placed to the account of the Vizier than one brigade at rupees 2,60,000 
per month and a regiment of sepoys at 25,000 per month, .making the 
annual sum of about 37 lacks; and we trust he will be punctual in the 
payment of his subsidy. To enable him to be so we find that he has 
engaged to reduce his troops to regular and complete establishments, 
their number never to exceed the certain means of paying them, .and 
that he has likewise agreed to adopt other oeconimal [sic] regulations. 

4. By the 2nd article of the treaty the Nabob is permitted to resume 
such jaghires as he shall think proper, with a reserve that all such 
jaghiredars for the amount of whose jaghires the Company are guarantees 
shall, in case of a resumption of their lands, be paid the amount of the 
net collections through the Resident. 

5 * We do not see how the Governor General could consent to the 
resumption of such lands as the Company had engaged should remain 
m the hands of those who possessed them previous to ithe execution of 
tlie late treaty without stronger proofs of the Begums’ defection than 
lavc been laid before us; neither can we allow it to be good policy to 
reduce the several jaghiredars, thus uniting the territory and the 
roops, maintained for the protection of that territory, under one head, 

10 may by that means, at some future period, .become a very powerfull 
enemy to the Company. 

6. With respect to the resumption of the jaghires possessed by the 
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Begums in particular, and the subsc(]uciu seizure of the treasure deposited 
witli the Vizier’s mother, ivliich the Governor -General in his letter 
to your Board, 23rd January 1782, has declared he strenuously encouraged 
and supported, we hope and trust, for tljc honor of the British nation, 
that the measure appeared to be fully justified in the eyes of all 
Hindosian. The Governor General has informed ois, “ that it can be 
well attested that the Begums principally excited and supported the late 
commotions and that tlicy carried their inveteracy to ilic English nation 
so far as to aim at our utter exterpation." 

7. It must have been publicly known that in 1775 the Resident 
at the Vizier’s court not only obtained from the Begum, u'idow of the 
late Sujali Dowlah, on the Nabob’s account 30 lacks of rupees, half of 
which was to be paid to the Company, but also the forbearance of 26 
lacks, for the repayment of which she had security in land, on the Nabob’s 
agreeing to renounce all further claims upon her, and that to this 
agreement the Company were guarantees. 

8. We find that on the 21st of December 1775, the Begum 
complained of a breach of engagements on the part of tlic 
Nabob, soliciting your protection for herself, her mother and 
for all the women belonging to the seraglio of the late Nabob, from 
the distresses to which they were reduced; in consequence whereof, it 
was agreed, in Consultation 3rd January 1776, fo remonstrate with the 
Vizier, the Governor General remarking, “that as the representative of 
our Government has become an agent in this business and has pledged 
the honor and faith of the Company for the punctual obsen-auce of the 
conditions under which tlie treaty was concluded you had a right to 
interfere, and justice demanded it if it should appear that those engage- 
ments have been violated And the Board at the same time resolved, 

“ that as soon as the Begum’s engagements with the Nabob, to which 
Mr. Bristow is a party, shall be fullilled on her part this Government 
will think themselves bound to protect her against any further demand 
or molestation 

9. If therefore the disaffection of the Begum was not a matter of 
public notoriety wc cannot but be alarmed for the elFccls which the 
subsequent transactions must have had on the minds of the natives of 
India. The only consolation we feel, upon this occasion, is that the 
amount of those jaghires for which the Company were guarantees is to 
be paid through our Resident at the Court of the Vizier, and it very 
materially concerns the credit of your Government on no account to 
suffer such payments to be evaded. 

10. If it shall hereafter be found that the Begums did not lake 
that hostile part against the Company which has been represented (as 
ivell in the Governor General's narrative as in several documents thereii\ 
referred to, and as it nowhere appears, from the papers at present in our 
possession, that they excited any commotion previous to the imprison- 
ment of Rajah Cheyt Sing, but only armed themselves in consequence of 
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ij. Wc (iiid tiiat i'y^oola Khan declared to the person who 
negotiated this matter wilii him on ilic pan of the Company, " that 
without the guarantee of tlic Company he could Jiot look upon himself 
secure in his present j)ossessions, that the Company were the only power 
in which he had confidence ami which he could look up to for protection”. 
There never was perhaps a treaty concluded with more solemnity. 
According to the report of Mr. Dl. Harwell, entered on your Consultation 
aist May 1781, it was signed in the presence of the greatest part of his 
subjects, in order to establish a firm conviction in their minds, “ that 
it tvas an act fully authorized by the English Government, which was 
now become bound to exact with impartiality a strict observance of each 
article of the treaty This business was finally sciiJcd by the Governor 
General being desired by the Hoard to write to Fyzoola Khan confirming 
the obligation of the Company as guarantee, and by your acceptance 
of a lack of rupees, on behalf of the Company, as an acknowledgment 
from Fyzoola Khan. 

ifi. In November 1780, upon receiving information that the Seiks 
and Goodies were committing depredations in RohilcuJid, wc find that 
the Hoard agreed to apply to the Vizier to require from FyzooJa Khati 
his quota of troops, in conscciucnce of which the Governor General wrote 
for 5000 horse. But judge of our surprize to find by the treaty that 
whenever the Vizier declared war Fyzoola Khan was to join with only 
2 or 3000 men, unless the Vizier had marched in person. WJicrc tiien 
was the justice of this demand? Fyzoola Khan replied, as appears by 
our Consultation 15th February 1781, that he would send 2000 horse, 
which were all the cavalry in his scr\’icc; that the 3000 foot kept up 
by him were for tJic inatiagemcnt of tlic concerns of his jaghirc, and 
that without them the collections could not be made. 

17. Wc cannot here avoid remarking that at the very time of )our 
making this improper demand 500 of Fyzoola Khan’s troops liad actually 
joined our forces; though he was under no obligation to furnish the 
Company with a single man, but had granted this supply merely to 
shew his attachment to the English. 

18. The beforegoing answer from Fyzoola Khan was immediately 
followed by a minute of the Governor General declaring that he had 
evaded the treaty; in consequence of which it was instantly resolved to 
send a deputation to insist upon its being complied with, and to demand 
the immediate delivery not of 5000 but of 3000 horse. To make so 
hasty and peremptory a demand for three thousand horse, after >ou had 
been positively assured that he had but 2000 in his service, carries with 
it the appearance of a determination to create a pretext for depriving 
him of his jaghirc entirely, or to leave him at the mercy of die Nabob; 
and all the subsequent proceedings seem to confirm us in this idea. 

19. Notwithstanding it is stated on Consultation 4tli June 1781 
that a flat refusal was the verbal answer to this deputation, with respect 
to 3000 horse, yet wc find at the conference Fyzoola Khan willing to 
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ime ■' that in compliance witlt the treaty, whicli .spccilictl no tlcliniiivc 
number of cavalvv, lie wonitl furnisli 2 <kki Itorsc ami lotii) foot, lliat lie 
give then.' mte year’s pay in tuhance, anti furnish U.nher fun. s 
during the war”; on the very day you recetved an atroniit of the icsnlt 
of this deputation, -ith June .7S1, a letter is read at your Board from ilte 
Vizier, proposing to resume the gram, "and leave the Nahoh I't/oitla 
Khan to join his other faithless brethren that were sent across the 
Ganges,” and in lieu thereof to pay him the amonm stipulated by 
treaty after deducting the pay of 5000 troops; and shortly after the 
Governor General proceeded up the country. 


:>o. We do not find any further mention of this business until we 
read the following article of the new treaty with the Nabob of Oude, 
which was executed on the 19th September 17S1, vi/.., 

“ 3rdly. That as Fy/.oola_Khan has by his breach of trc.ily lorfeilcd 
the protection of the English Government, and causes liy his con- 
tinuance in his present indcpcndani state great alarm and detriment 
to the Nabob, he be permitted, when time .shall suit, to resume his 
lands, and pay him in money, through the Resident, the amount 
stipulated by treaty, after deducting the amonni and charges of the 
troops he stands engaged to furni.sh by treaty, which amount shall 
be passed to the account of the Company during the continuance 
of the present war.” 


21. The beforegoing article is cxpre.s.sly said to be fotinded on a 
breach of the treaty by Fyzoola Khan, and yet, in the observation Avhich 
the Governor General has made upon this article, he acknowledges that 
the conduct of Fyzoola Khan rvas iioL an absolute breach of treaty, 
though evasive and uncandid. We confess ourselves of opinion this 
his conduct was neither evasive nor uncandid. But admitting the 
fact, does it furnish a justifiable ground for breaking through a most 
solemn engagement? Was it a time to seize slight pretences for evading 
a treaty, when the most alarming confederacies were formed against the 
Company? 


22. We fear that by observing such a conduct as this few of the 
country powers of India will, in future, adopt the sentiments of Fyzoola 
Khan in considering the Company as the only power in which they 
have confidence and to which they can look up for protection. 

23. We do not only arraign the justice of the measure but its 
policy also; and if we wanted an argument upon this occasion the 

overnor General,^ in his observations upon this article of the treaty, 
las urnish^ us with an unanswerable one. “ I am of opinion,” says he, 

nor the Company’s interest, would be 
thfv depriving Fyzoola Khan of his independency, and I have 

j ^ execution of this agreement to an indefinite term, 

it ” always interfere to prevent any ill effects from 

thf^ ^ agreed to commit an act of injustice by which neither 

iziers nor .the Company’s interest will be promoted; and yet if 
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wc <lo noi .sillier this injiisiicc to take place we shall be guilty of a breach 
of treaty with the \^izicr. ii is not by such a policy as this that wc 
can ever liopc to break tlic confederacies and rcgaiti the conlidencc of the 
several powers of India. 

2.{. In our letter of the latli July last, wc expressed our apprehen- 
sions for the event of the dcpulatiuu sent to Vy/oola Khan, and wc arc 
sorry to find that those apprehensions were but too well founded. 
l*y/oola Khan had reason to expect other treatment at the hands of the 
Governor General. For did he not at the breaking out of the ivar with 
!• ranee, to sliew Jiis attachment to the Company, make a voluntary offer 
to maintain 2000 cavalry for our service? The Resident at the Vizier’s 
court writes, under the 5th December 1778, that he found such a prompt- 
ness in Fyzoola Khan to render the Company an assistance within the 
bounds of his finaticcs and ability, as even surpassed his own expectations. 
And did you not resolve, in Consultations 28th of the same month, " that 
the thanks of your Board be returned to him for this mark of his faithful 
.iltachment to the Company?” In the Governor General's letter to 
Fyzoola Khan, upon this occasion, are the following words: “In my own 
name, and that of the Board. I return you our wannest thanks for ihi.s 
instance of your faithful attachment to the Company.” And you >our- 
selves have acquainted us, in your Secret Letter of the 1st of February 
1779. that on requesting the aid of part of the offered assistance “he, 
without hesitation or delay, sent 500 men to cooperate with our forces." 

25. Thus, in Marcli 1778, you pledge the Company’s faith for the 
performance of the treaty between Fyzoola Khan and the Vizier. In 
December following, the thanks of your Board arc given to him for his 
attachment to the Company, in sending troops to their assistance on the 
breaking out of the war with France; in November 1780, you make 
an unwarrantable demand upon him which it not being in his power 
to comply tvith, furnishes a pretext for depriving him of his lands; 
and in September 1781, a treaty is fiimlly concluded, by which his 
territory is wrested from him and given to the Vizier. 

26. Fyzoola Khan’s merits with the Company’s on the one liand, 
and the Governor General’s treatment of him on the other, must be 
known to all surrounding powers and if such singular marks of attention 
to the Company’s interest and Government are to be thus requited wc 
have reason to dread future combinations against us, which may end 
in the utter extirpation of the English from Hindostan. It is only by 
a strict regard to justice, moderation and good faith that wc can hope 
to maintain our present footing in India. 

27. As wc can nowhere discover that Fyzoola Cawn has been guilly 
of a breach of treaty and thereby forfeited the protection of the Company, 
and as the Governor General has informed us that he has reserved the 
execution of the agreement, contained in this article, to an indefinite 
term; and that our Government may always interfere to prevent any ill 
effects from it, and as Fyzoola Khan appears to have had great merit with 
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the Company, in the particular instances above referred to, we diiect 
that that article be not carried into execution and that you obtain the 
consent of the Vizier to Fyzoolu Khan’s continuing in the possession ot 

his jaghire unmolested. 


28. The 4th article of the treaty is as follows: “that no English 
Resident be appointed to Furruckabad, and the present one recalled . 
In order that we might fully understand this article we had lecouise 
to your proceedings of the 2and of May 1780, for the reasons ot yotii liist 
sending a Resident at Furruckabad. We find that Muzulfer Jung, Nabob 
of that placed complained of suffering hardships under the person wlio 
collected the annual tribute for the Vizier. Upon which the Governor 
General remarked that he is extremely desirous, as well from motives 
of common justice as due regard to the rank and situation which that 
Chief holds among the powers of Hindostan, that some means may be 
devised of affording him relief. The Board according on the sanie day 
appointed a person to reside at his court, and the motives for such an 
appointment were highly praiseworthy; we wish the real grounds for 
revoking the appointment had been equally so. But, on the contrary, 
we conceive that this removal of our Resident was rather calculated to 
afford the Vizier an opportunity of exercising his oppression, uncon- 
trouled. And the Governor General’s observation upon this article of 
the treaty justifies this opinion, wherein he says, “ if the Nabob Muzuffer 
Jung must endure oppression, and I dare not at this time propose his 
total relief, it concerns the reputation of our Government to remo\’e 
our participation in it.” But wherein did this political necessity con- 
sist? In our opinion it concerned the reputation of our Government 
much more to have removed the oppression altogether than to have 
sanctified that oppression by an article in a formal treaty. To say that 
Muzuffer Jung himself desired the removal of the Resident, as is repre- 
sented by the Governor General in the appendix to his narrative, can 
have little weight in the argument, since it was always in your power to 
have^ punished any improper conduct in the Resident, or to have 
nominated in his room one on whom you could depend. And when the 
Nabob expressed such a desire was he acquainted with the previous 
determination of the Vizier to heap oppression on him, and that too 
under the sanction of the British Government? 


29. It is true that -Muzuffer Jung does not stand in the same 
relation to the Company as Fyzoola Khan but still ” those motives of 
amrmon justice, and a due regard to the rank and station held by that 
le among the princes of Hindostan ”, which actuated your Board 
upon a former occasion, ought certainly to have had some weight in the 
present instance. We trust, however, that by means of the mutual good 
un erstanding which the Governor General, in his observations on this 
treaty, says subsists between the Vizier and himself, you 
'VI 1 have frustrated the intended oppression towards the Nabob of 
unuckabad, and they [thus] have preserved the honor of the Company. 

30 - And as you have before stood forth in the protection of this 
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Nabob, ill a manner worthy of the British cliaracter, we wish that tlie 
same protection niay be continued to liim, and we recommend it to 
you to use your iunuence with the Vitier in order to shield iiim from 
tliat oppression whicli, it highly concerns the credit of the British name, 
shouhl not be exercised upon Iiiiii. 


We are, 

Your afTcctionate friends, 
Henry I'-letcher/Naihl. Smith/ 
John Harrison/ George Tatem/ 
Hciiy. Savage/Step. Lushington/ 
Joseph Sparkes/ John Sinith/John 
London, Hnnter/L. Darell/R. Hall/Beii. 

the Kjih February 17811. liooih/Jac. Wilkinson. 

t Coinpany’.s General Letter to Bengal. 
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LETTER DATED 28 FEBRUARY 1783 

Details about the signiug of the treaty with France — precautions 
for safely of shipping. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. On the 30th of November last, provisional articles trere signed 
at Paris by His Majesty’s Coininissioner and the Commissioners of the 
United States of America, to be inserted in and to constitute a treaty 
of peace between His Majesty and the said United States when terms 
of peace should be agreed upon between Great Britain and France. 

a. On the 20th of January following, preliminary articles of peace 
between His Britannick Majesty and the most Christian King, and 
between His Britannick Majesty and the King of Spain, were signed 
at Versailles. 

3. On the 3rd instant, the ratifications of the said preliminary articles 
between Great Britain and France were exchanged by the Ministers of 
each respective power, and on the 9th instant, the ratifications of the 
preliminary articles between Great Britain and Spain were likewise 
exchanged. 

4, On the 14th instant. His Majesty issued his Royal Proclamation, 
a copy of which has been sent, declaring that a cessation of arms, as well 
by sea as by land, had been agreed upon between His Majesty, the most 
Christian King, the King of Spain, the States General of the United 
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Provinces and the United States o£ America, and enjoining the 
observance thereO'f. 

5. We have sent copies of; such of the preliminary articles with 
the French as in any wise relate to the East Indies. 

6. You will observe by the 22nd article that, in order to prevent 
all causes of complaint and dispute which may arise on account of prizes, 
which may be made at sea after the signing of the preliminary ai tides, 
it is reciprocally agreed that the vessels and effects which may be taken 
beyond the equinoctial line after the space of five months, to be 
computed from the ratification of the said pieliininaiy ai tides, shall be 
restored on each side. 

7. Though we have not yet received information of the preliminary 
articles between Great Britain and tiolland being executed it is necessary 
you should be informed that, by His Majesty’s proclamation, before 
mentioned, it is agreed that the cessation of hostilities between Great 
Britain and Holland and between Great Britain and the United States 
of America shall be agreeable to the epochs fixed with the French. The 
term therefore (according to the said proclamation) for the cessation of 
hostilities to take place between Great Britain, France, Holland and 
America beyond the equinoctial line is five months from the 3rd of 
February. The time for the cessation of hostilities to take place with 
Spain, for the like distance, is five months from the 9th February. 

8. We have thought it absolutely necessary to send you the earliest 
account of these particulars, as well to prevent the effects of hostilities 
being continued beyond the time limited by His Majesty’s proclamation 
as that the necessary precaution may be o'bserved for the safety of our 
shipping. And we direct that no ships be dispatched for Europe till 
after the gth of July next, when the commanders must be' ordered to 
make the best of their way to St. Helena, and after staying there a 
reasonable time to refresh their people to proceed directly for the River 
Thames. 


9. ^ So soon as we shall be informed of the ratification of the 
definitive treaty between Great Britain and France we shall give you 
the most explicit instructions upon the several articles therein contained 
relative to the East Indies, our observations upon each, with directions in 
regard to the cessions to be made to France in consequence of the treaty. 


London, 

the 28th February 1783. 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Henry Fletcher/Nathl. Smith/ John 
Harrison /George Tatem/Jac. Wilkin- 
son /L.Darell/R. Hall/Thos. Cheap/ 
J. Manship / John Hunter / Chas. 
Boddam/ Step. Lushington/ Jacob 
Bosanquet/W. Devaynes. 


Company s Separate General Letter to Bengal. 
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Lists of civil scnmnls to be sent annually—samples of mitslin^ 
manufactured at Manchester — Bengal manufacturers to improve the 
quality of their muslin—illicit goods suspected on ship Baruell. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Since closing our letter of the 23rd iiliimo, the Valentine has 
airived. hy which ship we have received the following letters, viz.. 

Fublick Letter dated 10th April 1782. 

Secret Letter of the same date. 

Revenue Letter dated nth April 1782. 

Letter from the Board of Trade dated 3rd April 1782, trith a 

postscript dated the 11th of the same month. 

2. "We observe that no regular accounts of the allo^vances to our 
civil servants have been hitherto transmitted from your Presidency. The 
lists of covenant servants usually sent (tlie fast of which is dated so far 
back as March 1780) are very defective, and do not exhibit in a satisfac- 
tory manner the emoluments annexed to each office. 

3. We therefore direct that you prepare and send home annually 
an account of the employments of our civil servants under ever) 
department at the Presidency and subordinates, with the salaries and 
allowances respectively enjoyed by each, corrected to llie jst of January 
in each year. 

4. The following persons have our permission to remain in 
England till next season without prejudice to their rank, viz., Messrs. 
Thomas Lane, Robert Wilkinson. 

5. We have also granted tlie like indulgence to Captain George 
Hoggan of your military establishment. 

6. ^Ve have entertained Mr. WilHani Cooke, major, as a volunteer 
for the pilot service in Bengal, on the same condition as the volunteers 
for the Bombay Marine. 

7. We have appointed Messrs. Edward Archdekin and \Villiain 
Wilson, the former abroad and the latter a recruit at Bengal, cadets on 
your establishment; their rank will appear by the general list. 

8. We have also appointed Mr. William Rennie a cadet on >our 
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establishment, in the room ami with 
of last season, who does not proceed. 


the rank of Mr. Thomas Vickers 


g. Messrs. Thomas Man 
cadets on your establishment, 
formerly assigned them. 


Clarke, Joseph .Shaw and James Crokait, 
have our leave to proceed to the ranks 


10. 

advised 

rectify 


Mr. Smith’s Christian name is William instead 
in our letter of the aipd January, para. You 
the mistake. 


of Thomas, as 
must therefore 


11. We have appointed Nfessrs. Thomas Lenox 
Humphrey Ashley Sturt writers to your Presidency, 
the mimber to be sent thither this sea.son. 


Napier Sturt and 
in further pan ot 


10. We transmit you, by this conveyance, three small boxes 
containing musters of some muslins, the produce of a manufacture that 
has lately been set up at Manchester in this country, together with an 
account of the prices at which they are retailed by the drapers, which 
we particularly recommend to your very serious attention and observation. 
The great degree of perfection to which this manufacture is already 
arrived, although at present only in its infant state, the prices which 
are 20 per cent under our own, together with the attention which, we 
doubt not, will unwearedly [^tc] be applied by all the persons concerned 
therein towards further improvement are circumstances which cannot Inn 
justly alarm us for so important a branch of our commerce. If once 
the manufacturers of this country can vie with us either in the quality 
or price of this or any other articles of our trade we shall find them 
most powerful rivals at every market where those articles are vended. 
We doubt not, therefore, but you also will exert yourselves to the utmost 
in causing the manufacturers at Bengal to pay every attention, not only 
to an improvement of the fabric O'f muslins but also to a reduction of 
the prices, as both on the one and the other will depend very much 
our future success in this article. 


13. And we direct that by the first conveyance after the receipt 
of the abovementioned samples, you transmit us your opinions thereon. 

14. You were informed in our letter of 12th July 1782, paragraph 
65, that we had permitted Captain Swiney Toone to return to his rank 
on your military establishment. He has since that time been detained 
m England on business of the Company but now returns to his rank and 
station on the Lascelles. 

15. Having reason to suspect from the lumbered state of the ship 
nmell that she has on board a quantity of illicit trade we direct that, 

3 .rrival at your Presidency, she be very strictly examined, and 
s ou It be discovered that the condition of the ship has been occasioned 
y sue t improper behaviour in Captain Carr you are to report the same 
o us, as we are determined in that case that Captain Carr shall experience 
our severest displeasure. ‘ \ 


11 
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iG. ■\Vc have, at difTcrcnt times in our letters of the 28th November 

1777, and 23rd December 1778, conveyed our orders to you respecting 
the appointment of Mr. John Wombwell to the offices of Paymaster 
General to tlie troops serving with the Vizier under British officers, or 
formed into a brigade, and Auditor General of the accounts of the 
commissaries to the Vizier's troops, and of all disbursements made in 
the Vizier’s army except the pay of the troops; and directed tJjai 
whatever change might have been, or should hereafter be, made in 
the denomination or arrangement of the said troops Mr. Wombwell 
was still to be continued. And in our letter of the 17th May 1780, 
we again mention [mentioned] Mr. Wombwell's appointment; and 
directed that upon his death, resignation or removal Mr. John Taylor 
do succeed him, and receive pay and allo\vnnces equal to those 
which ;v’ere enjoyed by Mr. Wombwell; and as in your late treaty 
with the Vizier, of the 191I1 September 1781, you have made a new 
arrangement respecting our troops employed in his service we hereby 
direct that the beforeinentioncd appointments of Paymaster General 
and Auditor to the said troops be continued to Mr. Wombwell; 
and in the event of his death, resignation or removal, or in case he 
should have left Bengal before the arrival of these orders, the said 
appointment be continued to bis former nominated successor Mr. John 
Taylor, 

17. And as our orders of the 28th November 1777, 23rd December 

1778, and i7ch May 1780, respecting these appointments, have been never 
carried into full effect it is our express and positive direction that you 
do immediately comply therewith, and that the said appointments do 
extend to all troops, under whatever denomination, serving without the 
Company’s Dewanny provinces, to the westward of the Caramnassa river, 
whether on the strength of the Company’s regular establishment or in 
the service of the Vizier, commanded by British officers, provided, 
however, that Mr. Wombwell and his successor, Mr. Taylor, be willing 
to accept the above appointments in preference to the stations or 
employments they may respectively possess upon the receipt of this 
letter. 

18. "We further direct that the Paymaster and Auditor General, 
as above appointed, do reside at Lucknow, visiting, as he may see 
occasion, for the adjustment of bis accounts, the different stations of 
troops paid by him, and that all monies issued from the Vizier to 
be advanced for the subsistence of any part of the troops, as above 
described, be issued in the first instance to the Paymaster General 
aforesaid, to be remitted by him to the said troops at their respective 
stations, 

19. We have appointed the following persons writers for your 
Presidency, in further part of the number agreed to be sent thither 
this season, viz.. Sir Charles William Blunt Baronet, Robt. Ord, Charles 
Law. Andrew Gardiner, Christopher Roberts. 
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safe, free and independent trade, such as was carried on by the late 
French East India Company, whether it be carried on by them as 
individuals or as a company. Little difficulty can occur in the 
execution of tin's article because the actual possession by France anterior 
to the present war will ascertain the limits of what is to be restored; 
and their present condition, the state in which such restoration is to 
be made, and the trade carried on by the French East India Company 
from the year tyGg will abundantly explain the nature of that free 
commerce which it is the object of the present article to secure to the 
subjects of France. And, if the French Governors or Commanders shall 
be desirous of establishing any regulations, from an apprehension ^of 
future interruptions to their commerce, it is our wish that you may 
settle such stipulations on this subject as will evince our sincere 
intention to secure to France the full effect of this article, and remove 
all occasions of dispute between tlie two countries. 

[3] You will observe tlie express stipulation that Chandernagore 
shall be surrounded by a ditch for the purpose of carrying off the waters. 
By this stipulation no intention is entertained on the part of France to 
erect a fortification or to introdtice a force which can give just cause of 
alarm to our Government, the intended establishment being entirely 
commercial; but the object of this engagement is to prevent disputes of 
the nature of those which have existed in Bengal; and for this purpose 
tve direct that you will, in the most amicable manner, take the proper 
measures, in concert with the French Commander or Chief at Chander- 
nagore, to ascertain the extent and form of the proposed ditch so as 
effectually to answer the purpose expressed in the treaty, without bearing 
that appearance of a fortification which may alarm the jealousy of out 
Government, and excite again those dissensions which have before 
prevailed 'between the two nations. 

[4] By the 14th article, Pondicherry and Karrical are to be restored 
to France. As far as this article stipulates a restitution (in their present 
condition) of what France possessed 'before the commencement of the war 
no difference can possibly arise. In addition to this simple restitution His 
Britannic Majesty has engaged to procure, to serve as a dependency round 
Pondicherry, the two districts of Villenour and Bahour, and as a 
dependency round Karrical, the four contiguous magatis. We therefore 
direct that you employ your good offices effectually to procure these 
cessions from Mahomed Aly, the Nabob of the Carnatic, and from the 
King of Tanjore; and as the safety of the territories of these princes must 
depend on the protection afforded by the English arms against their more 
powerful neighbours we doubt not but you will obtain their consent to 
give France possession of these additional dependencies at the same time 
when Pondicherry and Karrical shall be restored. Of what these cessions 
are to consist is perfectly understood between the two Courts; and to 
prevent disputes in India we inform you that Villenour and Bahour include 
eighty villages, and the four magans, contiguous to Karrical, eighty-one 
villages; the names and description of which, with the amount of the 
revenues, we have extracted from the Memorial of Nfonsieur Dupleix; 
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and these will likewise be found in ihc Madras Consultations of the gtlt 
of Tune 1760. But should there be any difficulty on this head the officers 
ot the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah ot Tanjorc can readily furnish you 
with the requisite particulars. The extent of tliesc cessions may be further 
ascertained by the actual possession ot France in 1754. I'oi the time at 
which this restitution is made we refer you to our orders respecting i 

16th article. 


[5] With respect to Mahe and the French factory at .Surat you aie 
to restore these, in their .present situation, as soon as you shall receive 
information from us that the definitive treaty shall have been ratified. 


[6] You will observe that by the first article, all hostilities, by sea 
and land, are to cease between Great Britain and I* ranee as soon as the 
preliminaries are ratified, and that orders are to be sent to the Commanders 
of both nations for that purpose. Immediately on the receipt of these 
orders you will take the proper measures to prevent all further hostilities 
between the two nations. 


[7] The 16th article is intended to extend this pacification to the 
allies of both parties; but as the accession of such allies must depend on 
their choice a term of four months is given, from the day on which the 
proposal shall be made to them, to make their final decision. We arc 
extremely desirous that the computation of this period shall commence as 
early as possible; you will therefore, without delay, communicate to the 
Indian allies of both parties the terms of these preliminaries, and demand 
their answer; which we apprehend may be best done in concert with the 
French Commander. We hope the Nabob of the Carnatic and the Rajah 
of Tanjore will accede to the present pacification, by Avhich ineasurc their 
respective territories will be immediately protected against any direct 
or indirect hostility from the French, either as principals or allies. Should 
Hyder Aly, and all other allies which France may have, likewise accede, 
and retire within their respective dominions, the object of a general 
pacification is at once obtained. 

[8] In the event of Hyder Aly, or any other ally of France, not 
acceding immediately the war against him or them continues, but France 
will ifnm^iately withdraw her troops and you will be at full liberty 
to act against him or them with your whole force. Notwithstanding the 
war shall be so carried on against Hyder Aly, or any other ally of France, 
e ore his or their accession to the proposed pacification, yet in the event 
that he or they shall at any time, within the stipulated period of four 
months, signify his or their accession, withdraw his or their forces from 
the territories of our allies and restore the places taken, you are then to 
cease a ^ hostilities. Should Hyder Aly not be disposed to accept the 
pacihcation offered some embarrassment may arise to the French Com- 
mander m effecting a separation. In that event .it is our order that 
)ou concert measures with the French Commander for securing the retreat 
o the French troops acting in conjunction with the troops of Hyder; 
and they are not only to be taken under the protection of our Commanders 
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LETTER DATED 6 MARCH 1783 


Governor General lo send copies of 'maps and plans, and np-lo-date 
lists of army officers. 


QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


we ’5“’ '1'*'^’ Paragraph 56, 

niapt plant ete!™ “ “P’“ following 

ona'^S^p’^ goiioial surveys taken since the year 1776, 

ycale of 5 British miles to an inch. 

province! of marches of detachments from the Bengal 

(Colonels Cnl^ countries, during the same period 

l^oionels Goddard’s and Upton’s excepted). 

Ma^r^! ^°loncl Pearse’s march from Bengal to Madras. 

Marches in the Guzerat country since 1776. 

^^gpour 'M^atherstone s remarks between Hussungabad and 

westward of Cuttack. 

Marches between Bengal and Surat. 

Plan nf Sing’s country in 1781. 

^ We. ha Calcutta, 

taking- of drano-pf^^^^j^-^^ transparent oil .paper to facilitate 

the 15th Tanua^ 1’ directed in paragraph 56 of our General Letter 
y last, to send us copies of all maps, plans and charts. 


3 - We 


^t^inplicd with onr^f express our displeasure at your not having 

direct tL.. orders. We therefore a ' “ ^ 


‘'“d direct that enr^pT^r therefore again repeat those orders 

possible, be 3, ot lists of military officers, to the latest period 

hslniient, and that rp with returns of the army on your estab- 

eoinniand or officer appointed on the staff or absent 

^Ppointinent, conima!?i^^ commandant at any fort or garrison, such 
0 his name in the r f station be particularly specified and annexed 
P^silively [directl m ^ transmitted as aforesaid. And we most 

such lists be transmitted by every ship. 


London, 

««■ March ,783 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Henry Fletcher/Nath. Smith/John 
Harrison/ John Manship/ John 
Smith/ Jacob Bosanquet/ John 
Hunter/Ben. Booth/ Jac. Wilkinson/ 
L. Darell/John Roberts/Jn. Town- 
son /Joseph Sparkes/Jas. Moffatt/ 
Step. Lushington/Heny. Savage, 
mpany s General Letter to Bengal, 
eceived 4th September 1783. 
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LETTER DATED ^27 MARCH 2783 

liamelVs ami Francis’s claims disallowed. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort AVilliam in JJcngal, 

1. Our last letter to you ivas dated the 6th instant, and forwarded 
by the ships Sulivan, lieshorough. General Ellinll, Glallon and Raymond 
via Bombay; a transcript ot which is now forwarded by the present 
conveyance. 

2. We observe by your proceedings of the agth June 1778. that 
the Board having agreed that Mr. BarwclP was etuitled to a house, for 
his residence, at the Company’s expence, he was permitted to provide 
himself with one leaving the Company at their pleasure to reimburse him 
the charge. And we likewise find that on Mr. Barwell’s departure for 
Europe you discharged his bill for rent from the beforementioned day. 
amounting to current rupees .15,000. 

3. As wc never assented to grant Mr. piarwell] the indulgence here 
specified, and as his allowances were settled by Act of Parliament, we 
hereby direct that his attorntes be forthwith called upon to refund the 
said sum of current rupees 45,000, the same having been paid to him 
without our authority. And wc cannot but express our astonishment 
that you should have made Mr. Barwell any allowance for house rent 
when by our instructions of the 28th March 1774. [paragraph] 31, wc 
directed that the several salaries to the Governor General and Council, 
as established by the Act of Parliament, were to be in lieu of all fees 
[of] office, perquisites, emoluments or advantages whatsoever. 

4. We have received an application from Mr. Barwell urging his 
claim of salary, as a member of the Government General of Bengal, [for] 
the month of March 1780. Mr. Barwell has informed us that he 
received his salary for the [whole] of the month of February, that upon 
his attornies’ application for his salary for the month of March 'the 
Paymaster said he had the Governor General’s orders not to pay any 
salary after the day that Mr. Barwell embarked on the Sivnllow. We 
do not find what day Mr. Barwell left Calcutta; but it appears that the 
last council he attended was on the 2gth February 1780, that the 
dispatches by the Stvallow were dated the 3rd of March and that the 
pilot quitted the vessel the pth of the same month. We therefore direct 
that as we know not the day of Mr. Barwell’s embarkation, he be paid his 

salary up to the [ ] March 1780. And you must observe it as [a 

standing] rule and order that the salary and subsistence money to any 
of our returning servants is to be paid them to the day of their quitting 
the Company’s service or embarkation, whichever shall first happen. 

5. Having agreed to make Mr. Barwell an allowance of £»ooo, in 
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pan of llic money he paid to ilic owner of tlie DnrI privateer, lor that 
ship’s keeping companv with and seeing the Sirnllou’ packet sale into 
pok we direct that this snm be deducted from the money which, by 
a preceding paragraph, is to be demanded of his attornies on account 
of the money which has been paid him for house tent. 

6. As we observe by your Consultations of the 2nd of November 
<1780. that Mr. Prancis was allowed his salary for the month of Dec.cmlici 
notwithstanding the ship on which he embarked for Imp opt; was (juiiitd 
bv the pilot on the 15th of that month, we direct that you demand from 
his attornies the amount of the salary which he received after tliat tlay. 
We cannot but express our disapprobation at your having paid Mr. 
Francis’s salary to the end of December, as we have been informed that 
on Mr. Harwell’s departure for Fairopc the Governor General ordered 
the Buxey not to pay any salary to his attornies after the day he went on 
[board] the StuaUoxu. This order respecting Mr. Rarwell [was] a I’cry 
proper one and ought to have been repeated in tlic ease of Mr. Francis. 


7. Before we quit this subject we cannot avoid remarking on the 
impropriety of suffering Mr. Francis to tlvaw for his salary g months in 
advance. Such a practice is extremely irregular, and must on no account 
be repeated in future. 


8. We direct that Mr. Richard Bccher junr., a writer in your 
establishment, succeed to the rank held by his younger brother Mr. John 
Becher who, in exchange, is to have the rank held by his lirothcr Richard 
Becher junr. on the list of covenanted servants at your Presidency. 


9. We have received a letter, with three papers enclosed, from the 
Right Honourable Sir George Yongc Baronet, Secretary at War, relative' 
to the 36th and. 52nd Rcgimenis of Foot embarked for the East 
Indip, copies of which we send you enclosed, and refer you to the [Act] of 
Parliament, and the orders we have already given on that subject in our 
letters to you of the 25th and 29th of January last for your guidance therein. 


10. We have appointed Messrs. Alexr. Wright, Charles Andrenv 
Bruce and Thomas Parr writers for your Presidency in further part of the 
numbers to be sent thither this season; their rank will be advised hereafter. 


We arc. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Henry Fletcher/ Nath. Smith/ 

Heny. Savage/ John Harrison/ Jac. 

Wilkinson/ George Tatem/ Ben. 

Booth/ Joseph Sparkes/W. Benslcy/ 

, , George Cuming/John Hunter/Jacob 

- ndon, Bosanquet / F. Baring / L. Darell / 

the 27th March 1783. R. Hall. -uaieu / 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

Received per Crocodile. 

No. 1. ^ 
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LETTER DATED ii APRIL 1783 

Election of Directors. 


Gentlemen, '■ 

[1] The dispatches for this season having been dosed, and it being 
iindcrslood tliat His Majesty’s ship Crocodile is under sailing orders for 
llic East Indies, I take the present occasion to conmumicatc to you the 
arrival of the Rodney brig at Limerick, the 31st of last month. 

[2] The annual election of six Directors for the year ensuing having 
been made on the 9th instant, in the room of the six gentlemen, who went 
out by rotation, the following were chosen Directors accordingly: Sir 
William James Baronet, John Michie Esqr., Thomas Parry Esqr., Samuel 
Smith juur. Esqr., Laurence SuUvan Esqr., William Mills Esqr. 

[3] And you arc further inforined, for your notice, that Sir Henry 
Fletcher Baronet has been appointed Chairman, and Nathaniel Smith 
Esqr., Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors, for the year ensuing. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble 
servant. 

East India House, P. Michell, 

London the 11th April 1783. Secretary. 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council 
at Fort William in Bengal. 

Received 22nd September 1783, per Crocodile. 

No. 4. 
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LETTER DATED lo SEPTEMBER 1783 

Leave regulaliom — reporls of Parliainenlaiy Committee on affairs of 
Bengal — payment on account of Lord Clive's jagir lo cease — reduction in 
number of King’s regiments to lessen military expenses. 

Q UR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Since writing our letter of the 27th of March last, by the 
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Crocodile frigate, we have received the following advices from your 
Presidency, viz., 

General Letters dated 9th May, 15111 July, yth December 1782, 
and 3rd February 1783. 

Secret Letters dated 9th and 2(itli May, 15111 July, 10th Aovem- 
ber, 4.th December 1782, and goth January 1783* 

Revenue Letters dated 27th November with a poslsciipt chited 
30th November 1782, and 6th February 1783. 

Law Letters dated 27th November 1782, and 6ih February 1783. 
Letters from the Governor General to the Secret Committee dated 
22nd May and 16th December 1782. 

Letters from Mr. Secretary Auriol dated 13th May, nth, iglh and 
i6tli December 1782. 

Letters from Mr. Secretary Webber dated 9th May, and nth 
December 1782. 

• Letter from Mr. Secretary Bruere dated 9th February 1783. 

Letters from the Board of Trade dated 8ih May, nth, 19th and 
27th June, four of the 28th November, and one of the 5th and 9th 
December 1782, and 7lh January 1783. 

2. You will receive in the packet a printed narrative of the loss of 
the ship Grosvetior prepared by Mr. Alexander Dalrymple, by our order, 
from the accounts given of that melancholy event by some of the 
survivors who have arrived in England; and likewise of another narrative 
of some of the seamen arrived in Denmark, received from His Majesty’s 
Consul at Elsineur. 


3. The names of the ships entertained in the Company’s service this 
season are as follow, viz.. 


Ships 

New ship 
New ship 
New ship 
New ship 
Egmont 
Berrington 
Earl of Mansfield 
Royal Charlotte 
Contractor 
Ponsborne 
Valentine 
Royal Admiral 
NeptU 7 ie 


Commanders Burthen 

Captain Nathaniel Dance ... 755 Tons 

Burnet Abercrombie 755 

William Hardcastle .., ... 755 „ 

George Blachford 755 „ 

Thomas Larkins 755 

John Johnston 755 „ 

William Fraser 758 

Josiah Pryce , ... ^58 

James Baldwin y^8 

William Hammett 758 „ 

John Lewis ... ... ... 

Joseph Huddart 903 „ 

Robert Scott y^8 


^33 per ton freight for India 
ana^inna; £2-10 per ton impress; lod. per ton per day demorage; £13 

passage of military; and in all other respects on the same 

appear by reference to their 

respective charter parties. 
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5. In your provivion of cargoes for any of our returning ships, you 
arc to have in view the lading as much surplus tonnage as possible oh 
board of ilicm; as we arc convinced, from their being all of a burthen of 
above 700 tons, tlicy have abundant capacity to bring a considerable 
(juaiilily. 

(). \Vc have fitted the D)inpany’s sliip Swallow, Captain Richard 
Iktidy, burthen 345 tons, for a voyage to India; and on her arrival she 
is to be added to our marine force on the Bombay establishment. The 
Swallow being an advice vessel, we have not laden any goods on her but 
have put on board one thousand ounces of foreign silver for the ship’s 
use, in case she slioidd be obliged to put into any foreign jtorls for refresh- 
nicnls or repairs during the voyage, for which sum the conmiandcr is to 
account on the ship’s arrival in India. 

7. IVc have thought proper to apjmim .Sir Henry Fletcher Baronet, 
our Chairman, and Nathaniel Smith Esqr., our Deputy Chairman, a Secret 
Committee with the powers mentioned in the 4th paragraph of our 
General Letter of the 30th April, and the tiih paragraph of our General 
Letter of the i8ih Jut\c 1782. 

8. We have likewise appointed our Ghairmati and Deputy Chairman, 
together witli Benjamin Booth, Charles Boddam, William Devaynes Esqrs.. 
Sir William James Baronet, John Michic, John Roberts and Laurence 
Sulivan Esqrs., to be the Committee of Secrecy for givitig the necessary 
directions respecting the safety of (Itc Company’s shipping. The orders 
therefore of any three of the said Coiimiiitcc Jiuisi be obeyed with the 
greatest punctuality. 

9. The Right Honorable the Secretary at War having transmitted 
us a complcat list of the officers of His Majesty’s forces serving in India, 
tvho have superior local rank there, we enclose a copy thereof for your 
infonnation. 

10. It being of very great importaticc to the Company that the corps 
of artillery at their respective Presidencies in India should be recruited 
with men fit for that particular service, we have taken such measures as 
appeared to us proper for procuring a number of the disbanded non- 
commissioned officers and private men of the Royal Artillery, not exceeding 
Goo, for the Company’s artillery in India, and His Majesty has been 
graciously pleased to permit such men, as may be entertained for this 
service, to remain in their respective corps until the ships shall be 
ready for their reception. A list of those embarked on board the Swallow 
is sent in the packet. 

11. We advised you in our letter dated the 121I1 May 1780 that we 
had permitted Mr. Stephen Matthews to proceed to the East Indies to 
practice as a surgeon, and to succeed as an assistant surgeon, at such place 
where his service was most wanted, after those who had been previously 
advised as such had been provided for; and Mr. Matthews having since 
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represented to us that he was abroad at the lime of his apponiiment, and 
unacquainted therewith until he lately arrived in England, we have granted 
him leave to proceed to Bengal on the Company’s sliip Swallow, at his 
own expence, with the rank assigned him in our hcforemeniioncd letter. 


12. And as Mr. Charles Herredes, the surgeon of the S'wallow, is 
a native of Bengal and not supposed to be so experienced as Mr. Matthews 
in the nature of disorders to which Europeans are subject, we liavc pul 
the party of artillery embarked on that ship under his care: and it is our 
order that he be paid the usual allowance of ten shillings per head, lor 
each man landed in India. 


13. Having come to an unanimous resolution respecting our civil 
and military servants abroad, who may return to Europe for the recovery 
of health, or for the purpose of settling their private all airs, we sTrictly 
enjoin your obedience to, and immediate publication of the saiil resolu- 
tion, which is as follows, viz.. 


Resolved unanimously that all servants of the Company, civil 
or military, employed in any of the settlements in India or China 
who shall, after the publication of this resolution, have leave to return 
to England shall lose all such promotion or rank as they would have 
become entitled to, had they remained in India or in China, and 
shall, if permitted by the Court of Directors to return thither,' have 
the same rank only as they held at their departure from thence, except 
in cases of ill health certified by the Governor (and in China by the 
Chief Supracargo) and upon the oaths of a committee of the three 
principal surgeons (if so many at the settlement) from whence they 
shall come, under the following form ; and in that case their leave of 
absence to be for one year only in Europe, except by express leave 
from the Court of Directors for a second year, taken by the ballot, on 
proof of their health not being established. 

14. The certificate to be in the handwriting of the principal surgeon, 
and attested upon oath by him and the two next in rank, before a magis- 
trate, viz.. 


We A, B and C, surgeons of , do hereby declare, on 

oath, that we are of opinion it is absolutely necessary that Mr. D 
should leave this country, and go to Europe for the recovery of his 
health, occasioned by wounds, bilious or any other disorder.” 

15. We have appointed the following persons writers for your Presi- 
dency m further part of the number agreed to be sent thither last season, 
\uz., Messrs. John Fombelle, Francis Smyth, Joseph Bourdieu, William 
lowers Smith, Francis Hawkins. Mr. Fombelle proceeded to his station 
on the Crocodile frigate. 

16. We have appointed Mr. Jeremy Sneyd a writer for your Presi- 
dency, m addition to the number agreed to be sent thither last season. 
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in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, also how the British posses- 
sions in the East Indies may be held and governed with the greatest 
security and advantage to Britain, and by what means the happiness of 
the native inhabitants may be best promoted, having made several reports 
10 that House, we send you a complete set of those reports for your 

information. 

25. By our letter of the 20th of November 17 ^ 7 ’ paragraphs 53 and 
54, and the deed thereby referred to, dated the 4th of November 1767, 
made between the Company and the late Lord Clive you will see that his 
right to the jaghire ceases on the 5th of May 17841 Y^ti me therefore not 
to continue the payment thereof beyond that period. 

26. In consequence of the enormous amount of your military 
expences, and the absolute necessity of making every reduction therein, 
and observing the deficiency of the several regiments now serving in 
India, we have made application to His Majesty’s ministers that such of 
the King’s regiments as shall consist of the fewest numbers may be 
draughted into other regiments in order to complete them, and that the 
officers of such reduced regiments may be directed to return to Europe, 
liy which means the Company will be eased of a very considerable expence 
on account of the said officers. 


27. We have no doubt that the necessary orders will be accordingly 
issued; and we understand that four of the regiments will be incorporated 
into the other six. We therefore direct that you make the necessary 
application to the Commander in Chief of His Majesty's forces in India 
for the accomplishment of the measure, and that the officers of the 
reduced regiments be afforded every necessary accommodation in their 
passage to Europe on board the first ships that may be dispatched 
from India. 


28. We have permitted Lieutenant Colonel Dalrymple, of the 1st 
Battalion of His Majesty’s 73rd Regiment of Foot now serving in India, 
to embark on the Sivallmv at his own expence. 


29. Upon examination of Captain Philip Sharp’s account ’ of dis- 
hmsements for the ship Prime (copy of which is enclosed for your infor- 
mation) it appeared that he had omitted to give the Company credit for 
C50 advanced him by Mr. George Huish, the Company’s Agent at 
Portsmouth, the 3rd of March last; also that he had omitted to give 
the (.ompany credit for £7.", for the passage of five writers, at the rate 
£*5 each, and that he had charged £21 for his expences while on 
shore at Portsmouth which cannot be allowed; and as we find that, 
agreeably to Captain .Sharp’s own account, there is (exclusive of the 
•diavemcntioned sums) a balance of £i8-G-() due from him to the Company 
•.VC have ordered those several sums, amounting to £i43-G G, to be carried 
to Ins titbit, ami direct that you demand the same of Captain Sharp 
if he should be at your Presidency on the receipt of this letter. 
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:?o. TIic lascars and black seamen now on board tlie Swallow, who 
came from Ilengal on that ship, have been advanced three months' wages 
by way of impress. Tlie remainder of wages due to those persons from 
the 13th April 1783, after deducting the expences tiie Company have 
been pm to for their maintenance in England, must be paid on their 
aiTival in India. 

gt. Mr. Hcrrcdcs. who returns as surgeon of that ship, at the wages 
of Rs. 100 per montli, has been paid from the said 13th April to the 8lh 
instant including two months for impress. 

32. \Vc have pm on board the Swallow Salvadore and Joachim, two 
black seamen, who came to England on the Fox brig, and answer the 
description of the slaves who ran from tlieir masters at Macao and for 
whom the snpracargos paid their full value; anti we direct that, on their 
arrival in India, they be forwarded to Canton in order to their being 
returned to their masters, that the snpracargos may be reimbursed the 
sums they have paid on their account. Their wages have been paid to 
the 8th instant, and they are to receive the remainder that may be due 
to them on their discharge from the ship in India. 

33. An account of the wages and impress, paid to the above persons, 
will be transmitted in the packet. 

34. You will receive In the packets by the F.nrydice and Swalloxv, 
complete lists of the cadets appointed for the infantry and artillery 
corps in Bengal, in the season 1782, with their order of rank. 

35. Since writing the 26th and 27th paragraphs we have received 
n letter from the Right Honorable Lord North, one of His Majesty’s 
principal Secretaries of State, acquainting us, that His Majesty has been 
pleased to consent that such of the non-commissioned officers and men 
of the four additional companies, and of the four youngest regiments 
serving in India, intended to be brought to Europe, as are willing to 
enter, as voluntary, into the other regiments that are to remain in India 
shall be permitted so to do, but that their stay or their return shall 
entirely depend upon themselves; and that the officers belonging to the 
said regiments shall forthwith be brought home in order that they may 
be reduced. His Lordship likewise informs us that' the necessary instruc- 
tions to the officer commanding the King’s forces in India, for fulfilling 
His Majesty’s gracious intentions with regard to those regiments, shall 
immediately be prepared and transmitted to us, that they may be for- 
warded by the Etirydice frigate now under dispatch for India. Copies 
of Lord North’s letter, and of the instructions mentioned therein, u’ill he 
enclosed in the packet, 

36. We have, since the receipt of the above letter from Lord North, 
made a further application to His Lordship for His Majesty’s permission 
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for the said men to have their option of entering into the Company’s 
service, which we are in great hopes will be complied with. 


London, 

the 10th September 1783. 


We are. 

Your affectionate friehds, 
Henry Fletcher / Nathl. Smith / 
Lau. Sulivan / Thos. Cheap / W. 
Devaynes / Thos. Parry / George 
Tatem / Samuel Smith junior / Jno. 
Townson / Joseph Sparkes / John 
Smith / Jacob Bosanquet / John 
Roberts / Jacob Wilkinson / Stephen 
Lushington/Chas. Boddam. 


Company s General Letter to Bengal, per Swalloiv packet. 
No. 1. Via Fort St. George. 

Received 12th March. Orders issued 22nd March. 


ENCLOSURE i 
{Vide paragraph 2) 


Hvne! son of Habberley ot Aberdeen, John 

Francico Bianra of "n Francisco Dallos of Genoa and 

John cLn, on a fovairfr’ T Grosvenor, Captain 

wrecked in said vessel die ,0^ a Trincomalee for England, ship- 

coasl, in the latitude of .e” Flambona, on the African 

"P dig in all of which ,n 'j' passengers, making 

''■'"Oh the caotain ‘S 3 got safe on shore, of 

Mrs. HosS thef chM Mr. Taylor, Mr. Lnd 

ho'igal. Colonel Tames a,!!f 1.'^ ? "'ife from 

"■oops Trom Mad{‘as Cama m’ Captain Adair of the Company’s 
and six EnvlUh th L , P ; Talbot late of the Worcesla- man of war 

e-sigr. Mom? 01’ :r“‘t’bLv'‘ s^ 

"■omen. And nmnnrr i servant, a Frenchman, and black 

Bcecheiioe,midshipmen,^Simon Griffith "Meibom and John 

quarier master Thomas Gentles: ’ • s mate, John Woodward 

P'-- [ ] (a baker,' Christd- 

on the place of shipivreck for th the open 

inhospitable that they^would Lt affor/ '"''ben finding the natives so 
'be ship being gone quite m n* any relief or assistance, and 

'bonce, the captain and []l th/fT from 

'I'Vape of cLd Hop , b m er “cZ^dT'™'" 

'■"'lenily attacked bv them til after .1 ' ‘ '5"^“'''’ and 

I’rovisions we had picked tm ^"'Ml stock of 

M us were forced to make tf^ bes i”"'"® ‘'''P'^rded, about 4., 


1 ? 
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where they met a very friendly reception. And on the 14th Januarv 
following, Wm. Habberley and Francesco Bianco and Thomas Lewis 
arrived at the same place, being about 300 English miles from the Cape. 
And Jeremiah Evans went back to Cromme river, by the Governor’s leave, 
to settle as farmer there. All fne rest, except ourselves, have been landed 
in England by Danish East Indiainen which are returned from the Cape. 
And two black women servants and seven lascars, who had escaped alive, 
were detained at Zevollcndam by the Governor's orders from the Cape, 
which are all the sufferers we could learn having escaped. Francisco 

Dallas [ ] did not rcinni from Swart-Coop, but from Zevollendam 

the 14th December ultimo, not having been strong enough to undertake 
the journey sooner. But in the meanwhile several parties of the Dutch, 
with horses and waggons, had been sent off towards assistance to the 
wreck, by order of the Governor at the Cape, who, we understood, 
encountered so many difficultys that they could not penetrate farther than 
within three days’ journey of the shipwreck, and only succeeded in finding 
twelve of the aforementioned people among the CafFres, whom they all 
conducted to the Cape, and treated with great humanity. From the rvreck 
to Swart-Coop, above 50 large and small rivers, and all salt, of which 
capital ones — 1st Ambasi [Zambezi], 2nd Morte river, 3rd Keisik Kamak, 
4ih Fish river, 5th Boots Man’s river, 6ih Sontag’s river; and only saiv 
detached huts in their travelling which was always along the beach, and 
their food herbs, dead whales, oisters and muscles and a few fresh fish, 
and dug holes in the sand for fresh water. The black women and the 
lascars, having been among the latest partys, said that they could not 
tell exactly what became of them, but that they had seen many 
corps [corpses] daily, and some of the captain’s cloaths on the Caffres, by 
which they apprehended he had been killed, or died of hunger, which 
they judged to have been the fate of all the rest. Five or six days after 
passing Keisik Kamak river, when Mr. Habberley and Messrs. Williams 
and Taylor were together, several black men, women and children came 
down upon them and threw Mr. Williams into the river and killed him 
with stones, seemingly exasperated at not finding any thing to plunder 
them of; and two days after Mr. Taylor died of his wounds and fatigues. 
All which aforementioned, to the best of our remembrance, we aver to 
be truth, as true as God shall help us and his holy Word, and in witness 
whereof have hereunto set our hands at Elsingoer [Elsineur] this 19th 
August 1783. 

Willra. Habberley/John Hynes/Francesco 

da Losco/Francesco Bianco (his mark). 
These are to certify, to whom it may concern, that the above depositions 
were made before me, in the usual manner given under my hand and 
seal of office at Elsingoer [Elsineur], date as above etc., 

N. Fenwick, 

* His Britannic Majesty’s Consul General 

in Denmark. 


^py 

Narrative of the loss of the Company's ship Grosvenor received from 
Mr Fenwick, Consul at Elsineur. 

No. 8. 
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LETTER DATED 24 SEPTEMBER 1783 

Haidar’s death~lhe surrender of Bedmir and Mangalore to the 
English— fnice of Bengal raw silk higher than that of imported Italian 
silk. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Since closing our letter of the loth instant, we have received via 
Bussora a letter from Mr. David Anderson at Mahajee Scindia’s camp, 
dated the 30th March 1783, enclosing your letter to ns of the loih of the 
same month. 

2. The ships, which we advised you in our above mentioned letter, 
we liad entertained in tlie Company's service this season are stationed as 
follows, viz.. 



Tons 



Po 7 ishorne 

758 

Captain William 

*) Fort St. George, 



Hammett 

C Bencoolen and 




) China 

Egmont 

755 

) 

Coast and China 

Contractor 

758 

> George Blachforri 

Foulis 

755 

) 


Royal Charlotte 

758 

Josiah Pryce 

St. Helena, Fort 



St. George and 




Bencoolen 

Valentine 

755 

John Lewis ' 


Berrington 

755 

John Johnston 


Hillsborough 
[ ] 

755 

William Hardcastle 

1 Coast anti Bay 

755 
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3. When the ship, Earl of Mansfield, shall have delivered her con- 
signments at your Presidency, we direct that you return her to Fort 
St. George in time to be dispatched from thence with a cargo for Europe, 
in all the month of October 1784 at farthest. 

,4. It gave us great concern to find that you were under the necessity 
of drawing bills of exchange upon the Court of Directors in the past 
season to an amount so far exceeding what we are allowed to accept by 
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Art of Parliament and so much beyond the Company's ability to discharge 
wkhourthe aid of Government; and we are prepanng the necessary 
accounts to be laid before His Majesty’s ministers. 

t;. But we must enjoin yon to turn your thoughts to some other 
mode of supplying the future exigencies of the Company 111 India, an 
direct that you do not draw upon us beyond the usual sum without h 
most urgent necessity. 


6. This necessity will now we hope be entirely done away as we 
were happy to find, by your letter of the 10th March last, that on the 
24th of February, preceding, the Maraitta treaty was finally interchanged. 

7. An event of so much importance joined to the peace with the 
European powers, the death of Hyder Ally and the surrender of Bednore 
and Mangalore to the English forces will, we trust, enable you, with 
safety to yourselves, to make such arrangements in every department of 
government for the reduction of expenses (the present amount of which 
is altogether insupportable) as will tend to retrieve our affairs and insure 
the future prosperity of the Company. 


8. Such observations upon the late treaty with the Marattas as we 
may think proper to make, either on the treaty itself or on your proceed- 
ings previous to its conclusion, will be transmitted to you by a future 
conveyance. 


9. We observe in the accounts of money borrowed at interest at 
your Presidency several sums have been paid into the treasury, for which 
bonds were granted dated many months and some even a year prior to the 
receipt of such sums; by this means the Company suffer considerable loss 
in paying interest to a great amount for a time in which they have had 
no use of the principal. 

10. This practice we highly disapprove, and we positively direct it 
be discontinued in future, and that no sums to be received into our 
treasury for bonds to be granted have any interest allowed on them before 
the actual receipt thereof. 

1 1. The principal merchants in the silk trade have complained to 
us ol false package in sundry bales of Mr. Dineley’s Radnagore, per ship 

alenUne; only one-eighth of which has been equal to that character, the 
mmain er being Guzarat E. which in value is near 50 per cent worse than 
ac nagorc. We direct that you make the strictest enquiry into this matter 
ant acquaint us with the result, it being of the highest import to our 
sa es to, -eep up to the character of the [silk], as in general it is bought 

il, f^jth of the Company will be 

olally lost should such a shamefull practice be continued. 

greatly surprized to observe that, notwithstanding the 
Cheapness of labor m Bengal, the price of raw silk produced in that country 
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exceeds llic cost of silk imported from Italy. And as ^vc deem it highly 
expedient to ascertain the causes which have occasioned such coinparativc 
diircrencc of price in an article which constitutes so considerable a part of 
our imports from Bengal, we direct that the subject be forthwith investi* 
gated with the greatest accuracy and precision and that you report to us 
the result of such investigation with all possible expedition. And in such 
report we direct that you state particularly the prices originally paid to 
the natives for the cocoons and who arc the first purchasers thereof. And 
we further direct that an exact and circumstantial account of all charges 
attending the winding of the silk be prepared and transmitted to us with 
your report beforementioned. 

13. We have received a letter from John Udney Esqr., His Majesty’s 
Consul at Leghorn, advising that Mr. D, Talamas had delivered to him a 
packet from you directed to Robert Gregor)’ Esqr., containing dispatches 
for the Company which he had forwarded to that gentleman; but as this 
is a deviation from the customary channel of communication we hereby 
forbid like being done in future and direct that all our packets and advices 
be addressed either to the Court of Directors or the Secret Committee and 
under cover to our Sccrctar). 

14. By the ship Surprize, which arrived at Limerick the J2ih instant, 
we received the following advices from your Presidency, viz., 

General Letters dated the 5th and jfith April 1783. 

Separate Letter dated the 5th April 1783. 

Secret Letters dated the 5th and 7th April 1783. 

Revenue Letter dated the 4th April 1783. 

Law Letter dated the 4th April 1783. 

Letter from the Governor General 20th March. 

Letters from the Board of Trade 1st and 4th April. 

15. We have permitted Mr. George Watson, to procf'od to your 
Presidency, to practise as a barrister in the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

\Ve are, 

Vour affectionate friends, 

Nathl.' Smith / Lau. Sulivan / 
Joseph Sparkes/Jno. Michie/Georgc 
Tatem / Thos. Parry / John Smith / 
Chas. Boddam/Samuel Smith junr./ 
W. Devaynes / Thos. Cheap / John 
London Roberts / W. Bensley / Jacob Bosan* 

the 24th September 1783. quet/R. Hall/Jno. Townsoii. 

Company's General Letter to Bengal per Swallow packet. 

Via Fort St. George. No. 24. 

Received 12th March. 

Read 12th March. 

Orders issued 22nd March. 
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LETTER DATED 24 SEPTEMBER 1783 

Treaty with France-mulual restoration of conquered territories— 
the French permitted to dig ditch round Chandernagore far drainage 
preliminary articles of peace with Holland. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal 

1. We wrote to you on the 6th of March last by the Crocodile frigate 
and overland by Major Geils. The orders and instructions in that letter, 
relative to the preliminary articles of peace between Great Britain and 
France, were in general so full and explicit that we have only to enclose 
you a copy thereof and to draw your particular attention thereto. 

2. We have the pleasure to acquaint you that on the 3rd instant the 
definitive treaties with France and Spain were signed at Versailles by the 
Duke of Manchester, His Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary, and the respective plenipotentiaries of the said Courts. 
And we now enclose you copies thereof, so far as relates to the East 
Indies, for your information and guidance. 

3. You will observe by the 19th article of the definitive treaty with 
France, “ that all the countries and territories which shall have been, or 
may be, conquered in any part of the world whatsoever, by the arms of 
His Britannic Majesty, as well as by those of His Most Christian Majesty, 
which are not comprehended in the present treaty, neither under the 
title of cessions or under the title of restitutions, shall be restored without 
difficulty, and without exacting a compensation.” 

4. This article is intended to provide for the restitution of conquests 

which may have been made by either party during the present war, and 
not expressly ceded in the other articles. 1 

5. As therefore the capture of Trincoraalay, by the French, was not 
known in Europe at the time of signing the preliminary articles, and as 
it comes precisely under the description in the beforementioned article, 
it must therefore be surrendered to you; and you must be cautious not 
to yield possession to France of any of the places stipulated by the treaty 
until matters shall be so arranged as that the restoration of Trincomalay 
niay take place at the same time you make the cessions to France. And we 
cannot too strongly recommend your attention to this injunction. 

6. \ou will observe the difference between the 16th article of the 
piehminarics and the 16th article of the definitive treaty. In the latter 
t le difficulty which occurred as to what might be deemed ancient posses- 
ions of allies is removed by an express adoption of the period of 1776 
as an explanator)' of the indefinite term ancient, and all other ambiguities 
aic removed by a reference to the orders already sent to India. 
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7. Thougli^ the itisiructions from the I'rcncli Court to their com- 
manders in India are not so explicit as those we sent, yet as our orders 
Averc communicated to the ministers of France and forwarded with their 
concurrence we consider this article in the definitive treaty as adopting 
those orders. You will therefore strictly attend to our former instructions 
of the Gth of March last, and consider these as conveying the intention of 
both the contracting parties. 

8. We must call your attention to what avc liavc already written, 
in consequence of the stipulation in the 13th article of the preliminaries, 
that the French shall have liberty to surround Chandernagore Avith a 
ditch for draining the Avaters. This matter has been now explained in a 
declaration signed by the Duke of Manchester and a counter declaration 
signed by the Comptc dc Vergennes, a copy of AVhich is enclosed. We 
therefore hope that no future disputes will arise upon this subject between 
the tAvo nations. 

9. A provision is made by the 21st article of the treaty, for reimburs- 
ing the sums Avhich shall have been advanced for the subsistence and 
maintenance of the prisoners of cither nation. To enable us therefore 
to make our demands on the Court of France for the maintenance of 
prisoners during the late Avar, in as clear and unquestionable a manner 
as possible, Ave direct that you transmit to us, by an early conveyance, 
the necessary receipts and attested accounts and other authentic titles 
relative to this head. And Ave Avish it may be done in so complete and 
satisfactory a manner as that there may be no occasion for us to apply 
to you for explanations or elucidations. The revival of a demand Avhich 
has been erroneously stated serves only to weaken the justice of it, and 
is too apt to be considered as making a dormant claim. The difficulty of 
procuring an adjustment of such accounts is in general insurmountable. 
For these reasons we enjoin you to be extremely careful in procuring the 
accounts and vouchers Ave have here ordered to be transmitted to us. 

10. You will observe by the 20th article that the mutual restorations 
of places taken and cessions to be made are to take place in six months 
after the ratification of the definitive treaty, or sooner if it can be done, 
Avhich ratification Avas mutually exchanged at Versailles on the 19th instant. 

11. You are now to consider the peace Avith France as complete and 
final and must proceed to carry the same into execution according to the 
terms thereof, and agreeably to the orders and instructions contained in 
this and our beforementioned letter of the 6th March last. 

12. We have the further satisfaction to acquaint you ihnr tlic preli- 
minary articles betAveen His Majesty and the States General were signed at 
Paris on the and instant, of which Ave enclose you a copy so far as they 
relate to the East Indies. 

13. By the 4th article you will observe that Negapatam and its 
dependencies arc to be ceded to the English. 
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M. The rjlh ariiclc of the preliminaries with Holland slipulale.s foi 
the restoration of Trincomalay and every other place taken from the 
Dutch in the course of the present war. 

15. By the 6th article the States General engage not to obstruct the 
navigation of British subjects in the Basicin seas. 

16. The gth article, by which it is agreed that the King of Great 
Britain shall cause Trincomalay to be evacuated, shews the absolute neces- 
sity of our pointed directions on this head in a preceding paragraph. 

17. But as by die gth article of the preliminaries with the Dutch the 
mutual restitutions to be made on both sides in the East Indies arc not to 
take place until six months after the ratiiicalion of the definitive treaty, 
Ave shall reserve such further orders as we may see occasion to give upon 
this subject until we shall advise you of the conclusion of the treaty, which 
we hope to be able to do in a very short time. 

18. We have made this letter cirailar but as our Presidency of Fort 
Marlborough ivere not acquainted with the directions in our letter of the 
6th March last, ivhich have a reference to the present instructions, ivc 
have enclosed them a copy thereof for their information. 

We arc, 

Your affectionate friends, 

Henry Fletcher/ Nath 1 . .Smith/l.,au. 
Sulivan/John Roberts/Thos. Cheap/ 
W. Devaynes/Thos. Parry /Samuel 
Smith junior/ Jno. Michie/ Jn. Town- 
son/ John Smith/ Jacob Bosanquet/ 
Jac. Wilkinson /Step. Lushington/ 
Chas. Boddam. 

Company’s Separate General Letter to Bengal. 

No, 1, 

Received from the Sxualloxv packet 12th March 1784. 

Read in Council 18th March 1784. 


London, 

the 24th September 1783. 
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LETTER DATED 20 NOVEMBER 1783 

Ratificafion of preliminary arlicles of peace with Holland. 


Gentlemen, 

T Directors have received a letter from the Right Hon’ble 

Dord North, one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, dated 
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the loth of October, ncquainiing them that ihc prciiniinary articles of 
peace between His Majesty and the States General of tlic United Provinces 
having been signed at Paris on the and day of September, the ratifications 
of which were exchanged by the plenipotentiaries of His Majesty and those 
of the said Stales on the agtli of the same month, and enclosing a printed 
copy of the said preliminary articles, also duplicates of His Majesty's 
orders to the commanders of the forces by sea and land in the East Indies, 
directing them to restore any places which may be in their possession 
agreeably to the terms of the said preliminaries, which orders arc trans- 
mitted in the ship Povsborne^s packet to Fort St. George, Copies whereof 
and of Lord North’s letter with the enclosures arc sent for your 
observance. 

I am very respectfully, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
East India House London, Thos. Morton, 

the 20th November 1783. Secretary. 

The Honourable tlic Governor General and Council at Fort William 
in Bengal. 


Letter from the Secretary. 
No. 25. 


ES’CLOWRE i 


Whitehall, loth October 1783. 


Gentlemen, 

The preliminary articles of peace between His Majesty and the Stales 
General of the United Provinces having been signed at Paris on the 2nd 
day of September, the ratifications of which were exchanged by the pleni- 
potentiaries of His Majesty and those of the said States on tlie 29th of 
the same month. His Majesty has commanded me to transmit to you the 
inclosed printed copy of the said preliminary articles, in order that you 
may dispatch the necessary instructions to your officers in the East Indies 
in conformity to the stipulations therein contained; and I further transmit 
to you herewith duplicates of His Majesty’s orders to the commanders of 
his forces by sea and land in those parts, directing them to restore any 
places which may be in their possession agreably to the terms of the said 
preliminary articles; which orders you will be pleased to fonvard to the 
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East Indies by the first ship that may proceed thither, f 

die same time, instruct your servants to co-operate with the Kings o c 

In carrying him execution the several stipulations therein contained. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
North. 

Directors o£ the East India Compani. 

^ ^Vetter from the Right Honourable Lord North to the Court of 
Directors. 


ENCLOSURE 2 


George R. 

Trusty arid ivcll beloved, wc greet you well. 

Whereas preliminaiy' articles of peace ivas [were] signed at Paris on 
the second day of September last by our plenipotentiary and those ol the 
States General of the United Provinces, the ratilications of which ivcrc 
exchanged on the 29th of the same month. And whereas it is stipulated 
by the fifth article of the said preliminary articles “ that the King of 
Great Britain shall restore to the said States General of the United 
Provinces, Trinquimale, as also all the other towns, forts, harbours and 
settlements, which, in the course of the present war, have been conquered 
in any part of the world whatsoever by the arms of His Britannick Majesty 
or by those of the English East India Company, and of iv’liich he might 
be in possession, the whole in the condition in which they shall be found”. 
And it being further stipulated by the ninth article of the said ju'eliminary 
articles, " that the King of Great Britain shall cause Trinquimale to be 
evacuated as well as all the towns, forts and territories which have been 
taken by his arms and of which he may be in possession excepting what 
is ceded to His Britannick Majesty by the said articles, at the same periods 
as the restitutions and evacuations shall be made between Great Britain 
and France, and that the States General shall restore at the same period 
the towns and territories which their arms may have taken from the 
English in the East Indies”. Our will and pleasure therefore is that you 
do,^ pursuant to the stipulations above recited, deliver or cause to be 
delivered to such commissary or commissaries as shall be named and 
authorized on the part of the said States General of the United Provinces 
to receive the same Trinquimale and such other towns, forts, harbours 
and settlements in the East Indies which arc by the said preliminary 
articles to be restored to the said States. And for so doing this shall be 
your warrant given at our Court at St. James’s the tenth day of October 
iti the twenty third year of our reign. 

By His Majesty’s command. 

North. 
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To oiir trusty and well beloved Sir Kdward Hughes, Kniglu of the 
Bath, and Sir Hyde Parker Baronet, Vice Admirals of the Blue, or in their 
absence to tlic OlTiccr Commanding in Chief any part of our fleet in the 
East Indies, or to the Commanding Officer in any islands or places which 
may have been taken possession of by our arms. 

AMf. The same sent verbatim to Sir Eyre Cootc K. B., etc., etc., etc. 

Order for restitution in the East Indies 

Cxjpy of His Majesty’s orders to the Commanding Officers by sea and 
land for the restitution of places in India. 

No. 28. 
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LETTER DATED 23 DECEMBER 1783 

Bengnl lo siipfily guupoxvdcr lo Madrax and Fort Marlborough — 
surgical imtrumeuts to he sent for repairs lo England — presewative against 
insects sent by ivay of trial. 


QVK Governor General and Council at Fort ^Vil]iam in Bengal. 


I. Our last letters to you were dated the 10th and 24th September, 
and were forwarded by the Company’s ship Sirallou', which sailed from 
Falmouth the 7th ultimo. Transcripts were also sent by His Majesty’s 
ship Eurydice. 


2. We have thought proper to continue for this season the prohibi- 
tion of sending any articles cither to our civil and military servants in 
India. 


3. As our Presidencies of Fort St. Gcoige and Fort Marlborough may 
be amply supplied with gunpowder of a very good quality from Bengal 
we have ordered our Presidents and Council to indent to you for the 
quantity they want, and direct that you comply therewith. 

4. The scaling wax made in Bengal being superior to that made in 
Europe we have declined complying with your indent for that article. 

5. We deem it unnecessary' to send masts or spars to any of our 
Presidencies as the President and Council of Fort Marlborough, in their 
letter dated the 19th March 1783, advised ns that masts of any size may be 
procured [at] the island of Sumatra. You are therefore to indent to that 
presidency for such as your occasions require. 
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6 As the consumption of medicines during peace must be considei- 
ablY less than in time of war we'have thought it necessary, after leavmg 
out those articles in your indent which we deemed improper to comply 
wkh, to direct that about two thirds of the remainder be sent, and we 
have reduced the principal instruments and utensils in the same propoi- 

tion. 

7, Having determined not to send pocket instruments to either of 
our Presidencies you will give directions to your surgeons not to indent 
for any in future. 

8. By our letter of the yth April 1773, you will observe that on 
account of the great expense of instruments we ordered the old and 
especially the cutting instruments to be returned for repair, to which 
order we enjoin strict obedience, and direct that you require the surgeons 
particularly to notice at 'the foot of their future indents for iiistruments 
such as are sent for that purpose, but should not any be returned the 
reason must be assigned in the indent. 

9. At the request of Mr. Henry Phillips, the inventor of a powder 
for the preservation of stores from insects, we have purchased one hundred- 
weight and send k to your Presidency on the ship Hillsborough by way 
of trial. We direct that it be used agreeably to the printed instructions 
accompanying the same and its utility reported to us by the first oppor- 
tunity. The price of the powder is £5-5 per hundredweight. 

10. Captain Trotter of the 73rd Regiment, also Lieutenant Mason 
and Ensigns Carden and Fergusson of the 36th Regiment, have our leave 
to proceed to India; the three latter are provided with a passage at the 
Company’s expence on the ship Ponsborne. 

11. We have permitted Major Thomas Adderley to return to his 
duty at your Presidency without prejudice to his rank. 

12. We have appointed Mr. Thomas Anburey a practitioner 
engineer for your Presidency with the rank of youngest ensign on his 
arrival. 

13- We have appointed the following persons cadets for the corps of 
artillery at your Presidency, on the list of last year, in the room and with 
the rank of others undermentioned who have declined proceeding, viz., 

James Dodington Sherwood in the room of Benjamin Johnson. 

Benjamin Ralph in the room of George Stracey Smyth. 

William Murray in the room of John Thompson. 

14- The following gentlemen are appointed our Council of Supra- 
caigo at Canton for managing the Gorapany’s affairs in China this season, 
\ u., .Messr^Willm. Henry Pigou„Abraliam Roebuck, Henry Browne, John 
nainson. George Cuming, Alexander Bruce, Charles Edward Pigou. Heniy' 
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28 JANUARY 1784 

.A We send on board the ships Hillsborough, Earl Mansfield and 
B.entn^ton 150 books, each containing a collection of maps and p ans foi 
the use of our servants in Bengal, and direct that they be charged at le 
prices mentioned in our letter of the 2nd February 1761. 

r,. As our Presidency of Fort Marlborough will stand in great need 
of supplies it is our positive injunction that you comply with their inilenis 
in the fullest manner to the utmost of your power. 


6 . Our late Chairman Sir Henry Fletcher Baronet having disquali- 
fied himself we have chosen Nathaniel Smith £sqr. our Chairman and 
William Devaynes Esqr. our Deputy Chairman for the lemaindei of the 
present year. 


7. We must not suffer the Governor General’s letter relative to our 
resolutions about Cheyte Sing to be passed over in silence, wearing as it 
does the appearance of animadversions on the conduct of his superiors, 
not to be justified in his situation. 


8. The Court of Directors have not only an undoubted right, but 
their duty calls upon them to condemn any measure that shall appear 
of a dangerous tendency. The conduct towards Cheyte Singh was in their 
eye liable to destroy that confidence so necessary to be preserved ^v'ith 
the country powers; the Court therefore hoped, by their marked dis- 
approbation, to prevent any steps of the like kind in future; after the 
resistance which the Rajah has made no countenance could be consistently 
shown him nor was any measure for his restoration ever proposed. But 
whilst the Governor General remains subject to the orders of the Court 
of Directors he is bound to yield to their decrees. Therefore as his letter 
addressing them with such unguarded warmth must carry with it the 
appearance of tending to resist those whom it is his duty to obey ^ve 
consider him, in that respect, to have been very blameable. However 
we turn aside from this disagreeable subject to express great approbation 
at the extraordinary exertions of our Governor General and Council to 
counteract the designs of our numerous enemies and to furnish such 
large assistance and supplies for the Carnatick in its wasted and desolate 
condition. It is to the abilities of our Commander in Chief, whose loss 
we severely lament, aided by your vigilance and support, we owe the 
preservation of that country, as the powerful iiruptions of Hyder and 
the hostile measures of France had disabled our Governor and Council 

of Fort St. George from defending the possessions of our ally, the Nabob 
of Arcot. ' - 

9- We could have wished the treaty of peace with the Marattas" had 
een less humiliating, but we are truly sensible of the difficulties and 
embarrassments you had to encounter, the jarring interests that prevailed, 
^ situation of the Carnatick and the burthensome expenses 

which combined to make it absolutely necessary to come to terms of 
accomodation with so powerful a body of enemies as the Maratta states 
compose. We have no doubt that every attention will be paid to preserve 
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the peace, and we shall enjoin the strictest care to be taken by the other 
Presidencies that on no pretence whatever they hazard the infringement 
of it. We trust that the peace in Europe, which has so well secured our 
rights, will restore the Carnatick in time to its former prosperity, and 
confine the successor of Hydcr within his own dominions. 

10. Under these circumstances we rely on your endeavours to lose 
no time iu cITecting every salutary reform and every reduction of expense 
possible. We depend on your care and attention to reduce the army in 
Bengal to that standard of troops and expense that amply provided for 
its defence for the space of ten or eleven years. Our civil expenses will 
admit, we apprehend, of considerable savings, and we trust the charges in 
collecting the revenues will allow of some retrenchments. 

11. Those exorbitant commissions and agencies which have been 
produced by the war must now be at an end, and we cannot avoid express- 
ing our disapproval of some of them which, we conceive, have been 
carried to an improvident, not to say an alarming, extent. 

12. We have had such large draughts upon us, from the enonnous 
expense of the war, that we must require you in the most serious manner 
to avoid the like in future, and to alford such means of assistance to 
Bombay, Madras and China as shall prevent our being loaded in those 
respects at least for some time to come. 

13. Bombay has contracted a very heavy debt; the incapacity of that 
settlement to discharge it, or even provide for the interest thereon without 
your assistance, makes it an object worthy your consideration, whether 
the transferring that debt to Bengal and engrafting it into your own 
bonded debt may not be more consistent with the general interest than 
leaving it at Bombay. This will depend very much upon the state of 
remittance or exchange between Bengal and the western side of India. 
In the interim we expect you [to] pay every attention in your power to 
prbvide for the regular payment of the interest which not only the credit 
of the Company but justice to those individuals who trusted us with their 
property when we stood in need of assistance requires at our hands. It 
is our intention to confine the establishment of Bombay to that force 
alone which shall be sufficient for the defence of the island, the harbour 
Salsette and the castle of Surat; all other factories or dependencies we 
mean to restrict to mere residencies, confining them within as small an 
expense as possible, sufficient only for the protection of our warehouses. 

14. We hope that you will use your influence, if necessary, to prevail 
on the Nabob of Arcot to reduce his expences all he can, consistent with 
his dignity, and to consider that, justice calls upon him, in the strongest 
tenns, to reimburse the Conipany a’ reasonable portion of those heavy 
charges incurred to save' him .and his country from destruction. 

15. Upon the whole we confide in and rely on .your experience, 
di-scernment and exbtions to retrieve, by every salutary • check and 
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16. A bill has lately been under the discussion of Parliaiueni, 1 )> 
which, had the same passed into a law. the consiituiion of the 0>mpany 
would have been totally changed, and they divested of all authority, btii 
we are happy to inforin you that though this bill passed the House ol 
Commons, yet the House of Lords thought proper to reject it. It is 
expected, however, that another bill relative to India will be biought 
forward after the recess, which we trust will be far less exceptionable 
than the former, and shall less affect the chartered rights of the Last 
India Company. 


17. Ill the 51st paragraph of our letter dated the 2nd February 
1781, we disapproved the encreased allowance of 2.7,00 rupees per month 
made to Sir John Day, our Advocate General, and ordereil that the same 
be discontinued from the receipt of that letter. 


18. We have taken into consideration your proceedings, also the 
letter Sir John Day addressed you on this subject, and your advices of 
the 29th December 1781 and 7ih December 1782; but for the reasons signi- 
fied in our abovementioned letter wc direct that yon retpiire Sir John 
Day to refund w'hatever he may have been paiil beyond the Company's 
original allowance of £3000 a year from the receipt of our said letter. 

19. In the 33rd paragraph of our letter of the ir^ih January last 
you were advised of our transmitting you in triplicate, in compliance 
with an Act of Parliament, authenticated copies of particulars and inven- 
tories of the estates and effects of Sir Thomas Ivumbold Baronet and 
Peter Perring Esqr. In obedience to another act, copy whereof is trans- 
mitted by the SiLrprize, we send, by that vessel, authenticated copies of 
particulars and inventories of the estates and effects of John Whitehill 
Esqr.; duplicate and triplicate whereof will be sent by the ships Hilb- 
borough and Earl Cornwallis, and we refer you to the directions given 
m the abovementioned letter by which you 'must be guided as in the 
former instance. 

20. The gentlemen whom we last season appointed writers for your 
residency are to rank in the following order viz., Charles Taylor, 
Uiristopher Roberts, John Cheap, Harry Verelst Darell, Thomas Godfrey 
Lushmgton, Samuel Davis, John Williams, Stewart Rose, John Ramsay, 
Ihomas Abraham, George Charles Meyer, Sir Charles William Blunt, 
Andrew Gardiner, Henry Foster, Neil Benjamin Edmonstone, Robert Ard, 
n Joseph Bourdieu, Francis Hawkins, Alfred Tufton, John 

l^^orabelle, George Dowdeswell, William Towers Smith, William Smith, 
Charles Andrew Bruce, Alexander Wright, Francis Smyth, Charles Law, 
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Thomas Parr, Richard Waring, Joseph Yorke Kinlock, Humphrey Asliley 
Sturt, I homas L. N. Sturt, Jeremy Sneyd, Edmision. 

21. Mr. John Mee, whom we appointed a writer for Bombay last 
year, is removed to your Presidency in the room of and with the rank 
assigned Robert AVilkinson, whose name appears on the list of 1781. 

22. \Ve have permitted Lieutenant Peter Combauld to return to our 
military service at your Presidency without prejudice to his rank. 

23. Lieutenant Colonel Diigald Campbell and Ensigns James ^Vhite 
and John McRae of the 2nd Baiialion of the 42nd Regiment will be 
provided ivith a passage to India, at the Company’s expense, on board 
the ship Lord C.amden. 


24. Mr. Diego Talamas who lately arrived overland with dispatches 
from your Presidency has been provided with a passage thither, at the 
Company’s e.xpense, on the ship Earl Cornwallis. 

23. John Udney Esqr., His Majesty’s Consul at Leghorn, having In 
consequence of the letter of cred.it you gave Mr. Talamas advanced him 
the sum of £300, and drawn upon us for ilie amount, we discharged the 
same and allowed Mr. Talamas two hundred and hfty guineas for his 
trouble; and we direct chat you settle his accounts on his arrival in 
Bengal. An account of the expenses paid for his maintenance in England 
is transmitted by the Earl Cornwallis. 

26. Messrs. George Hepburn, Andrew Mouatt, Frederick Augustus 
Prescote, John Forbes, John Clement Cozens, John Philip Gardiner, 
Stephen Harris, Thomas Wright, Alexander Rutherford Smith, Andrew 
^Vood, Robert Udney, Richard Woodniass and Thomas Brown have 
obtained our license to proceed to India as free mariners: and Mr. John 
Kidd has our leave to return thither in that capacity. 

27. We have also permitted Mr. John North who is now in India 
to remain there as a free mariner. 

28. We are sorry to inform you that the ship Warrerj, laden at Fort 
Marlborough for Europe, was lost on her entrance into the English 
Channel, and we transmit, for your Infonuation, copy of a narrative 
received from Captain Richard Parkes respecting that unhappy event. 

29. Mr. Nathaniel Brassey Hallied, having recovered his health, has 
our permission to return to Bengal without prejudice to his rank; and as 
wc are satisfied that this gentleman possesses extraordinary abilities ami 
is entitled for his past ser>’ices to some mark of our favour, we direct that 
he be appointed to the first seat in the Council of Revenue at Calcutta 
^Yhich shall become vacant after, his arrival; unless before such vacancy 
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happens it should be found necessary, for the benefit of the service, to 
employ his talents some other way. 

We are, 

Your affectionate friends. 


London, 

the 28th January 1784. 

■ Company’s General 
Received tV 
Orders issued 


Nathl. Smith / Wm. Devaynes / 
J. Smith/ John Roberts/ George 
Tatem/ Lionel Darell/ Thos. Parry/ 
John Hunter/ W. Bensley/Rd. Hall/ 
Thos. Cheap/Step. Lushington/ Jacob 
Bosanquet/ Joseph Sparkes. 

Letter, per M mis fie Id. 
e 16th August, 
the 2grd August, 


ENCLOSURE 
(Vide paragraph 28) 

[1] We left St. Helena the 5th day of October and had a 

very favourable passage until the 29th of November when we were in 
the latitude of 49° North and longitude 18“ 30m West. On the- 30th at 
night by the log it came on to blow and we were under the main sail 
and foresail all night. At 2 in the morning, Sunday, it became moderate 
and by 5 it was almost calm, but the sea ran high. At past 5 the ship 
gave a sudden and deep scend aft, and received so violent a shock that 
1 thought the whole stern frame had been knocked in. At the same time 
bowsprit and foremast went away, the former just without the gammon- 
ing and the foremast close to the upper deck. The foremast fell aft, all 
within board, and stove one of our boats and most of the beams of the 
upper deck. The fall of the fore topmast broke the main top sail yard 
aiul [main] yard, and soon after, by the roll of the ship, the main top- 
mast Went away and brought down with it the most of the top cross-trees 
and irussel-irees, and also broke the fore topmast. We did not perceive 
the ship made any more water than usual, pumping once in two or four 
boms. It took us three days to clear ourselves of the wreck. On Monday 
spoke the bly brig, from Newfoundland, George White master; he 
?'ta)cd by us all night and in the morning, Tuesday, the sea running 
too high to venture out his boat, took leave of us. This day' we got the 
‘loss jack yard for a main yard, and a fore topsail bent to it and reeft. 
•uso a mi/.en for a main stay sail, and under this sail we went 3 or 4 
kuou*,. \Vc aLo threw' over board all the guns abaft the main mast and 
•ibuut -.iCMr bags of the Hon’blc Company’s pepper to ease the ship by the 
‘‘irni. Spoke a I'rench snow from the West Indies. On Wednesday, 
nlc the people were at dinner, the wind shifted suddenly six points and 
•jrtoic uc could get the yard down the sail blew’ to pieces. 
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[а] This night Wednesday, Thursday by the log, made a main sail 
out of a new fore sail. We found the ship to make more water and in the 
morning had four feet above the kelson; the pumps going all day, 
by night we had reduced it to a feet 8 inches. This day we got one half 
of the main yard forward and secured for a bowsprit. At about 8 this 
night, hriday by the log, it came on to blow violently hard from the 
North and the ship, on ilie first of it, received several horrid shocks so 
as to make us fear she would instantly go to pieces; and I was of opinion, 
from the resistance that the ship made, that she ivas then water logged, 
although the report made to me but just before was only 3.8; in less tlian 
an hour we had six feet water above the kelson. All hands to the pumps 
the whole night and at daylight we found the ship had gained upon us 
very considerably. Two of our pumps out of four were choaked by 
the pepper. At about 8 on Friday morning we saw a sail and nearly 
at the .same time our rudder went away from the tellerhead. We had on 
first seeing the sail made the usual signal of distress, but our situation 
being now truly deplorable, our only remaining boat having been stove 
in the night, we continued firing guns until the ship came to our assist- 
ance when she proved to be the Duke of Richmond transport, Riclid. 
Davis commander, from New York with Hessian troops. We had now 
nine feet water above the kelson and it was the opinion of every one on 
board we had nothing left to save our lives but quitting our ships and 
taking refuge in the Richmond; by nine at niglit, with the Richmond’s 
boats, every soul was saved to the number of ng with some of our deaths; 
the pumps were kept going as long as there were hands to work them, 
and when the carpenter left tlie ship he reported to me eleven feet above 
the kelson, 

[3] ^ 8 ^^ on board the Richmond about g o’clock, and endeavoured 
to persuade the captain to stay by the wreck all night, but as she had 
now near 700 men on board and fearing it would come on to blow, 
thinking also he could be of no further use, he made the best of his 
way on. 

[4] The weather all this day proved very favorable, more so than it 
had done for some time past, and I was in hopes, after all our lives were 
saved, the same weather would have continued a little longer and we 
might have had a trip with the boats for the Company’s packets; but the 
weather threatening prevented it. We had the packets ready and would 
have saved them if possible but they were too large and heavy to throw 
into the boats and we saved but very little any other way, the people in 
the boats fearing to come near tlie sliip least she should go down and 
carry them with her. 

[5] We were this day in the latitude of 49° 20m and longitude, by 
account, 13° 00 West, Friday 5th December 1783. 

[б] We continued on board the Richmond until the 25th ivhen we 
cast anchor in the Downes; a small boat came off but the weather looking 
bad I agreed with the man to go ashore and bring off a boat for myself 
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and ofiiccrs, but it 
when she took us 
agreement. 


blo^ving hard he did not come oil until this morning 
on shore, for which 1 paid him live guineas by 


December ijGth 1783. 


R. I’aikes, commander. 


Copy of a letter from Captain Tarkes, late commander of the 
Warren, respecting the loss of that ship. 

No. 15. 
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LETTER DATED 16 MARCH 1784 

Goods sent out — Imnishment for aiding foreign cotn panics— -liritisii 
subjects to reside luithin ten miles of a settlement — orders relating lo 
appoinimenl of surgeons — Governor General lo submit particulars of 
the presents received by him. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We wrote to you under date the aSth January last by the ship 
Earl of Mansfield; duplicate and triplicate of our said letter will be for- 
warded by the Surprize packet, and the ship Earl Cornivallis. 

2. The consignments lo our several Presidencies in India and to 
China this season will principally consist of the following particulars, viz., 


For Bengal 

Cloth 700 bales, long ells 75 bales, broad long ells 40 bales, 
copper 8 10 tons, lead 50 tons, iron 50 tons, steel 20 tons, small arms 
3000 niusqucts; also 50 tons of lead and 50 tons of iron, shipped 
in the Surprize packet, in part of the consignments of next season. 

For Fort St. George 

Cloth 504 bales, long ells 25 bales and 5 bales of serges for 
cartridges, copper 180 tons, lead 50 tons, iron 50 tons, small arms 
Gooo musquets. 


For Bombay 

Cloth 661 bales, long ells 150 bales, broad long ells 20 bales, 
copper (including 50 tons for sheathing ships) 210 tons, lead 50 tons, 
iron 50 tons, steel 30 tons, small arms 5800 musquets. 
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For Fort Marlborougli 

Beef and pork 37 casks. Hour 6 ions, 10 tons of fine iron, 
small arms Go musquets. 


For China 

Cloth 2.^70 bales, long ells 25,000 pieces, camblets 920 pieces 

and lead 250 tons. 

3. The quantity of salt pclrc, to be exported from our several Pre- 
sidencies by the returning ships of this season, must be the same as 
directed by our letter of the iiih January 1781, as the Company continue 
the same agreement with the owners of shipping for that purpose. 

q. As difficulties frequently arise respecting the payment of insurance 
on ships lost, from the want of sufficient information whether they were 
lost on their outward voyage, we direct that you transmit to us the parti- 
culars of the loss of any of our ships consigned to your Presidency. 

5. We direct that you send us annually as correct an account as 
can be obtained of all foreign ships arriving from and sailing to Europe, 
with the particulars of their cargoes. 

6. The establishment of packets being a very great expense to the 
Company, we have detennined that the larger vessels should not be con- 
tinued thereon. And it not being our intention to continue the Mercxiiy 
and Antelope in our service as packets, unless they may be particularly 
wanted, we direct that in ease either or both those vessels should happen 
to be at your Presidency, upon the receipt hereof, you dispose of them 
upon our account, or add them to the Bombay Marine establishment if 
necessary, as may be deemed most for the Company’s advantage. 

7. Copies of several clauses in an Act passed in the 21st year of 
His present Majesty’s reign, prohibiting British subjects residing in India 
from assisting foreign companies etc., arc transmitted, that you may cause 
the same to be circulated as diffusively as possible; and we positively 
direct that all our servants, without distinction, transgressing against 
the said Act be forthwith dismissed the Company’s service; and from any 
persons under our protection offending in like manner such protection 
must be immediately withdrawn, and the offender sent to England by 
the first opportunity. 

8. We also forward copies of a clause in the said Act to oblige 
British subjects in India to reside witliin ten miles of some principal 
settlement and direct that the same be made as public as possible. 

9. Messrs. Charles White, William Roy, Afark Riley, Henry Lawric. 
Tohn Nankiveli, George Browne, Richard Iveson, Thomas Stocks and 
Charles Crawford have leave to proceed to the East Indies under free 
mariners’ indentures. 
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10. We disapprove the appointments made by you between the 
1st Tanuary 1783 and 10th March 1783 o£ twenty-four assistant surgeons, 
viz.,*^ Hug Mahon, Robert Anderson, John Lamb Morris James Grant, 
Wm. Hunter, John Shaw, Patrick Ivory, Thos. Watt, Walter Williams, 
Thos. Luke Stoke, John Burgh, Alexr. Monne, James Oriock. Geo. 
Davidson, James Campbell, Alexr. Russel, Wm. Cooper, Wm. Jones, Thos. 
Wilkins, Wm. Davidson, Thos. Clarke, Wm. Cooke, Thos. Powles, and 
positively direct that on receipt of this letter you revoke the said 
appointments. 


11. And in order to fill up the vacancies occasioned by the leinoval 
of the said 24 persons and to provide for other casualties we have resolved 
to permit 26 assistant surgeons, should so many offer, to proceed to India 
this season on the usual conditions. 


12. We permit the 24 assistant surgeons appointed by you to remain 
in India to practise in their profession and direct that they be 
reappointed to vacancies, as they may happen, after the said 26 assistant 
surgeons shall have been provided for. 

13. Mr. Thomas Morris, one of the said 24 assistant surgeons whom 
you ordered to proceed to England as surgeon of the Warren, has obtained 
our leave to return to your Presidency under the circumstances above- 
mentioned. 


14. We have further resolved that no more surgeons be allowed to 
proceed till it shall be known whether their services be wanted in India; 
and in order to ascertain this point we direct that you regularly transmit 
to us statements of the number of surgeons and surgeons’ assistants neces- 
sary for your establishment, describing the different departments where 
they are to be employed; and also that you forward annually (in duplicate 
at least) lists of surgeons and assistant surgeons belonging to your 
Presidency. 

15. And in case k should happen at any time that the establishment 
at one Presidency should be more than compleat while that at another 
is deficient it is our order that the deficiency at one settlement be supplied 
from the redundency of the other. We therefore direct you to advise 
our other Presidencies from time to time of the number upon your 

in order for their making the necessary arrangements 

16. We have permitted the following persons to proceed to India as 
part of the 26 assistant surgeons beforementioned, their rank will be 
advised by a future conveyance, viz., Messrs. Turnbull, Wm. Gardiner, 
John Castairs, Geo. Paton, Thos. Casement, Geo. Toshach, Edwd. Bright, 
John Corse, John Smith, Geo. Ranken, Gilbert Macleod, Charles Fyffe, 
Wm. Johnson— to remain until next season, James Smith, John Wood, 

James Meek, James Nasmyth, Michael Kearns, [ ] Me. Evoy— to remain 

unti next season, Charles Todd, Edward Turner, Richard Pye. 
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17. Mr. Adam Burl, an assistant surgeon, whom you appointed to 
attend Mr. l*alk on the Surlmze packet, lias obtained our leave to return 
to his station. 

18. Mr. Thomas Minchin has obtained our leave to proceed to 
India as an assistant surgeon with the rank assigned him in our letter 
of the i^th January 1783. 

19. Mr. John Henderson, surgeon of the Fox packet, has our license 
for remaining in India to practise in his profession, in case that vessel 
shall be added to our marine, and we direct that he be appointed an 
assistant surgeon immediately after Mr. William Spottiswoodc and last 
of the season 1782. 

20. Mr. Joseph Price, whom we appointed to succeed to the post 
of Marine Storekeeper upon the death or resignation of Mr. Page Kcble, 
as mentioned in our letter of the 25th January 1782, proceeds to your 
Presidency on the Surprize packet. 

21. "We have determined not to appoint any writers or cadets for 
either of our settlements this season. 

22. Mr. William Johnson has been ajijioinicd a writer for your 
Presidency on the list of last year in the room of and with the rank 
assigned Richard Waring deceased. 

23. The following writers, whom we aj)pojnted for your Presidency 
in the season 1780, have obtained our pennission to proceed to their duly 
this season without prejudice to their rank, viz., James Wintle, Robert 
Lindsay. 


24^ We have permitted the following persons, whom we last year 
appointed writers for your Presidency, to remain in England untill next 
season without prejudice to their rank, viz., Christopher Roberts, Plarry 
Verelst Darell, Charles Andrew Bruce, James Edmislon, William Tower 
Smith. 

25. Mr. William Nathan Wrightc Hewett has obtained our leave 
to return to his rank in our civil service at your Presidency. 

26. We have permitted the following military officers to return to 
your Presidency without prejudice to their respective rank, viz.. Lieutenant 
Colonel Gabriel Harper, Major John Fairfax, Captain Robert Raync. 

27. Mr. Thomas Broughton, who -we advised you in our letter of tiie 
23rd January 1783 had been appointed a practitioner engineer for your 
Presidency, has obtained our permission to proceed thither on one of 
the ships of this season without prejudice to his rank. 
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28- We confinu ihc appointment of William George Palmer whom 
you ^admitted a cadet on our establisliment at your Presidency at the 
bottom of the list of cadets of 1781* 

29. Mr. Robert Carruthers, whom we api)oinied a cadet for l-orl St. 
George, is removed to Bengal with the rank of youngest cadet of last 
season. 

30. The following persons have been appointed cadets for your 
Presidency on the lists of last year, in the room and with the rank of 
others uudcrmcnlioncd who have declined proceeding, viz., 


Par the infantry. 

Robbins ....vice Samuel Dicken Grinsell 

Joseph Bellas James Powell 

Osborne Wolf 


For the artillery 

Joseph Birdworth .vice George Manby 

Joseph Barnabas Sleath .Edward Speke 

31. The Christian name of Mr. Pollock, whom we last season 
appointed a cadet for your Presidency, is Hugh instead of John as 
mentioned in the list of cadets transmitted per Swallow and Eurydicc', 
he proceeded on the ship Berrington. 

32. We have permitted the Plon’blc Lockhart Gordon to proceed to 
your Presidency to practise as a barrister in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature. 

33. Mr. PIcnry Dogherty, who last season obtained the like permis- 
sion, has taken his passage on the ship Earl Cornwallis. 

34. Since closing our letter of the 28th ultimo we have advanced 
Mr. Diego Talamas the sum of two hundred guineas, for which he is to 
account with you on his arrival at your Presidency. 

35 * We transmit a list of goods to be provided at your Presidency 
or the ships taken into the Company’s service in the season 1783, to 
winch we require your strict obedience. 

36- We have permitted the Hon’blc Charles Stuart to proceed to his 
^uk m your civil service, but direct that he do not take his seat at the 
^ oard of Trade until a vacancy shall happen after his arrival, when he 
is to succeed thereto and take his rank agreeable to his standing. 

M 1 ^ favourable opinion of the merits and abilities of 

r. Joshua Williams, whom you have appointed assistant to Mr. William 
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Cutor, Collcclor oE ilic Cuiloms ;a Dacca, wc tlircct that Mr. Williams 
do succeed lo lliai ollicc upon ilic first vaaincy after your receipt of this 
letter. ^ 

38. We have appointed Mr. Ynyr Burges a tvriicr for your Presidency 
in the room of Mr. Stewart Rose deceased; Mr. Burges is to rank as 
youngest writer of last season next under Mr. James lidmiston. 

39- Since writing ilic 21st paragraph of this letter wc have, upon 
the recommendation of very high authority, ap])ointcd Mr. Pellegrin 
*1 reves a writer on your esiablishincnt; he proceeds overland at his own 
expense. 

.JO. Wc have taken into consideration the petition oC Messrs. Uthoff, 
hawccll, Crow and Broughlott, writers on tlic Bombay establishment, 
referred lo us in the 169th paragraph of your letter dated the 5th April 
1783* praying to be admitted on the list of writers at your Presidency after 
the Honourable Frederick Fitzroy. I'hc conduct of those gentlemen affords 
us pleasure, but as the removal of our servants from one Presidency to 
another is contrary to the practise of our service wc cannot comply with 
their request. 

.ji. It is therefore our order that Messrs. Ulholf, Fawcett, Crow and 
Broughton do proceed to Bombay by the first conveyance tlial shall offer 
after your receipt of this letter. 

42. We have also considered the memorial of Mr. Robert Samuel 
Perreau of the Fort Marlborough civil establishment, referred to us in the 
183rd paragraph of your said letter, praying to be removed to the Bengal 
establishment; but for the abovcnicntioiied reason wc have resolved not to 
comply therewith, and wc direct that Mr. Perreau do return to his duty 
at Fort Marlborougli fay the earliest opportunity. 

43. Major John McGowan lias obtained our permission to proceed 
overland at his own expense to his rank at your Presidency. 

44. Mr. William East, who was appointed a cadet for Bombay in the 
season 1780’ is removed to your Presidency on the list of last year in the 
room and with the rank of Isaac Rigge who has declined proceeding. 

45. We observe by the 8th paragraph of your General Letter of the 
30th April 1781 that you had, in conformity to our instructions, 
summoned the passengers of the ships Neptune and Bellmont and made 
inquiry of all of them respecting the sums paid by each of them for their 
passage and accommodation to India. 

46. By a list vvdiich you have enclosed to us we find it stated that 
Captain Gamage had received £80 for the passage of Mr. Creswell, a cadet, 
and fioo each for Mr. Toone and Mr. Turner who went out also as 
cadets and Captain Gamage has been charged with the penalties agreeable 
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to the resolution of Court. Ho however ttsseris lltttt he received tto tttore 
than £60 from Mr. Creswell. Although we have given entire credit and 
effect to the facts stated in the said list yet we should have been betiei 
satisfied in so doing had it anywliere appeared that you had examined 
the captain as well as the passengers, which we presume however was done 
as we do not think you would have taken ihe bare assertion of ihe latter 
as an absolute proof of the facts; we desire therefore in future that you 
will, in all cases, give the captain an opportunity of being heard, and 
that you will state in your letters the proceedings taken, and that you 
Avill inform iis whether Captain Gauiagc was examined as to the passage 
money received by him from the said cadets; lor if not we shall be inclined 
to refund to him the penalty on the money which he is charged with in 
respect to the passage of Mr. Creswell. 


47. We have considered the letters from the Governor General of 
the 20th Januaiy’, 22nd May and iGth December 1782, relative to presents, 
together with the account which accompanied the letter of the eend May. 
Although it is not our intention to express any doubt of the integrity of 
our Governor General, on the contrary, after having received the presents, 
we cannot avoid expressing our approbation of his conduct in bringing 
them to the credit of the Company, yet we must confess the statement of 
those transactions appears to us in many parts so unintelligible that we 
feel ourselves under the necessity of calling on the Governor General for 
an explanation agreeable to his promise, voluntarily made to us. We there- 
fore desire to be informed of the dilferent periods when each sum was 
received, and what were the Governor Generars motives for withholding 
the several receipts from the knowledge of the Council or of the Court 
of Directors, and what were his reasons for taking bonds for part of these 
sums and for paying other sums into the treasury as deposits on his own 
account. 


48. Mr. Thomas Morris, an assistant surgeon on your establishment, 
hav.ing represented to us that he came to England by your order as surgeon 
of the ship Warrerij and praying to be paid ^vagcs imtill his arrival in 
England; and^ it appearing by your agreement with Mr. Morris that he is 
entitled to his pay and batta untill his arrival in England, the amount 
cannot exactly ascertain but is supposed to be upwards of 
per annum; we therefore direct that you settle Mr. Morris’s account 
on his ainival at your Presidency, but we cannot avoid remarking the great 
• impropriety of appointing one of the assistant surgeons on your establish- 
*^0 England as surgeon of a freighted ship, and subject- 
, f Company to the expense of Mr. Morris’s pay 2L\\&~batta while he 
ea m that station on board the Warren. 

lisi iiave appointed John Dea a cadet for your Presidency on the 

the rank of Fitzmaurice Fitzaerald 

Who has declined proceeding. 


and correct lists of the cadets appointed for the infantrv 

ery corps in Bengal in the season 1782, with, their order of rank 
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51. Wc direct tiiat you icnd us by every ship an exact list of casual- 
ties 111 our army at your Presidency made up to the latest period possible, 
such inforniation beinu of great importance to individuals in this country.’ 

We arc. 

Your alfcetionate friends, 
Naihl. Smith/ W. Devayncs/ John 
Roberts/ L. Sulivan/W. JBcnsle}'/ 
John Hunter /Jno. Michie/ Joseph 
Sparkes/J. Smith/ Jacob Bosanquet/ 
Ihos. Parry/Gcorge Taicm/Lionel 
Darcll/R. Hail. 

Company’s Gcncml Letter to Bengal. 

No. a. 

Received per Surprize packet 28ih August 1784. 

Read in Council 3rd September. 


London, 

the 16th Match 1784. 
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LETTER DATED 16 MARCH 1784 

Bills proposing changes in the Company's adminislvalion lejecled — 
economy in civil and militaty establishments — no bills of exchange to be 
drawn upon the Company — Madras investment to be increased. 

O UR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


1. In the month of November last, a bill was brought into Parliament 
vesting the whole property and management of the East India Company 
in Commissioners therein named, which was immediately followed by a 
regulation bill grounded on the powers so to be established. 

2. The first bill having passed the House of Commons was rejected by 
the House of Lords and a change of administration immediately ensued. 

3. The present ministers held communication with the Company on 
the principles of another bill which, having been brought in with the 
Company’s concurrence after the Christmas- recess, was on the second 
reading rejected by the House of Commons. 

4. For your better inforniation we enclose printed copies of all the 
three bills, also of the state of the Company’s affairs as proved at the bar 
of the House of Lords, and of the resolutions of a General Court held 
the 10th January 1784 concerning the principles of the lost bill. 
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r. The House of Commons on the s^rcl ultimo made an order that 
this Court should state the mode and extent of parliamentary interference 
necessary for the relief of the Company's affairs which unavoidably led 
to a review of the whole of our resources and siiuaiion, the results of 
which we enclose in a printed copy of our report to the House of 
Commons. 

6. We think it proper thereon to observe to you tliat whilst we 
have deemed it prudent to confine the representation of our hopes from 
the resources in India within the most modest limits and far within wliat 
you must well know to be their just value, we do not the less rely 
on the exertion of your utmost endeavors not only to make them 
as productive as your own estimates warrant, but to continue and extend 
your retrenchment of expence and improvement of revenue to the utmost 
limit of prudence and justice, convinced as we arc that much remains of 
this sort still to be done which depends upon local and temporary circum- 
stances such as cannot be made the objects of our special direction btit 
which must rest where we with confidence and satisfaction rest .them, 
upon your zeal, integrity and ability. 

7. All that we can contribute to your success in these particulars i.s 
the express sanction of our authority, which we hereby commit to you, 
for the carrying into immediate effect all such regulations of our establish- 
ments, civil and military, as shall appear best calculated to reduce the 
expence thereof within limits which you can defend as reasonable and 
which, we are confident, will be found far within the sums \vhich, to 
obviate cavil, we have in our estimate assumed. It cannot escape your 
observation that jn the present situation of affairs it may and probably • 
will prove essential to the Company’s existence that the general result 
of our affairs should at least verify the representation to which we have 
thus pledged our opinion. 

8. We therefore here impose upon you our positive orders that, 
notwithstanding any former permission either direct or implied by the 
estimate now enclosed or otherwise, you do not. after the receipt hereof 
draw any bill of exchange upon us unless you shall be warranted by some 
case of necessity so apparent that you may think it safe to rest your 
justification upon it. 


9 - That such a necessity may from possible events exist cannot be 
enied, and you must from the nature of your situation be left the judges 
h'lT apprize you that to obtain our approbation of any more 

1 s being drawn upon us the necessity must be undeniable, and that 
leasons of convenience or expediency will not warrant the drawing them. 

4. drawing no bills yourselves the preventing their being 

lawn from our other settlements will require your assiduous attention, 
therefore direct that, upon a review of the situation of our 
a airs at the other Presidencies and in China, according to the latest 
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n(l\lccs you slisll hnvc received, snd of your own resources, you do, as 
soon as possible, determine what assistances you can give to each of them 
and apprize them what they have to expect. 

M. "We desire you will especially attend to the means of making 
such remittances to China as may, as far as possible, prevent any drafts 
from thence. We are tvell aware that there is some dilliculty here which 
must be obviated according to circumstances on the spot and by means 
which cannot be directed from hence, but ^ve trust that tvith the 
advantage of the trade in opium and other commodities of India to the 
Eastern Islands you will find it very practicable to accomplish this 
desirable purpose without any great or constant drain of specie from 
Bengal, which ought as far as possible in all cases to be avoided. 


13 . Our investments for Europe will demand your unremitting care, 
and as we hold it impossible but your funds for the provision thereof 
in Bengal must be ample it remains only to recommend, in the strongest 
manner, the exercise of economy in the purchases and the strictest 
attention to the quality. And here with pleasure we bestow our praise 
on what has of late been successfully done in both these instances, and 
entertain no doubt but that in a short time the quality of our merchandize 
imported will obtain for us a decided preference over the importations 
of any other country, a preference which the advantages we enjoy, within 
your Presidency at least, must surely place tvithin our reach. 

13. The state of your funds and our inability to pay bills of 
exchange obliged us to strike the important article of raw silk out of 
our Bengal investment, and we highly approve of your leaving that 
commodity for the present open to all our servants and others under 
our protection to make remittances in for their own account and for 
the benefit of this countiy-; but whenever, from an estimate of our funds, 
you shall perceive a prospect at the distance of two years of being enabled 
to restore the accustomed quantity of silk to our investment without 
drawing bills, lessening the quantity of piece goods, or other necessary 
applications of the territorial revenue, you will then give the necessary 
notice of two years to the parties at present engaged in this article, and 
repossess yourselves of the filatures and reassnme the exercise of our 
exclusive right in this article. 

14. It will be of great importance that the investments from Madras 
should be increased for they are much in demand in Europe, and your 
aid in the funds that may for some time be required for that purpose 
will be therefore an object of your attentive consideration. 

15. And upon the whole of the view we now give you of our 
affairs, we shall be glad to receive your opinions on every point you think 
important to be further discussed together with such materials as you 
think may tend to elucidate the same, and we desire that you will not 
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4. There is loo much reason to suspect that our commercial 
seiTaius have at tunes assisted the investments of foreign European 
nations; this appears to be brought home in the case of Mr. Paxton whose 
claim we have resolved to resist, and we do require you to make example 
of whoever of our servants shall be discovered to embark in any transac- 
tions of this kind in future, conformably to our orders contained in the 
7th paragraph of our General Letter of this date. . 

5. It is our most positive injunction that the quantities ordered in 
our investment of the following goods be not increasetl on any account. 


Alliballics 

... FSFA 

Carridarries of all sons 


Dorcas checked 

... FGFEDOO 

Doreas Cossajurali 

... FCDOO 

Dorcas Dacca 

... FDDOO 

Doreas Dacca 

... FSF Char 

Doreas Dacca 

... FFlo FDoo 40 Covids 

Doreas Dacca 

20 Covids 

Kissersoys 


Nainsocks 


Neckcloths 

!!! FNEC 

Nillaes 

... MNIL 

Romals Barnagore 

... NBRoni 

Ronials Soot 

... F Sut Rom 

Sannoes 

... M SANS 

Sannoes thick 

... SAN SF 

Sannoes thick 

... SANSSF 

Seer Suckers 

... SFFr S 

Seer Suckers 

... Seers SF 

Seer Suckers 

... Seers 0 

Seer Suckers 

... F Seer F 

Seer Suckers 

... M Seer S 

Taffaties plain ... 

... TAF 

Taffaties red 

... R TAF 

Taffaties 

... TAFU 


6. We transmit two letters from Mr. James Wiss, our Superintendent 
of raw silk, containing his observations on that article; to any intelligence 
therein contained that may lend to the improvement of that trade you 
will pay the proper attention. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 
Nalhl. Smith/W. Devaynes/John 
Roberts/L. Sulivan/W. Bensley/John 
Hunter/Jno. Michie/J. Smitli/Jacob 
London Bosanquet / Thos. Parry / George 

the iCth March 1784. Tatem/Lionel Darcll/Rd. Hall. 

Company’s .Separate Letter to Bengal. No. 4. Per Surprize packet. 

Received and read in Council ist September. 



LETTER DATED 23 APRIL 1784 

Board of Trade direcLed to advertise for sealed lenders for supply 
of investment— the Nawah of Arcot assured that his complaints against 
the 'Madras Government ivere receiving attention. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letters were dated die iGth ultimo, and will be irans- 
niitied with this letter by the ship Earl Cornwallis and the Surprize packet. 

2. Having reason to be dissatisfied with the present mode adopted 
by the Board of Trade for concluding the investment contracts, we 
direct that in future they advertize for sealed proposals, and that such 
proposals be delivered to the Governor General and Council, who aie 
hereby directed to accept of the lowest terms that may be olfered, provided 
they are accompanied with good security. The Governor General and 
Council are then to give the necessary information to the Board of Trade, 
with directions that they be particularly attentive that the contractors 
perform their engagement both as to the quantity and quality of the 
goods. 

3. We have permitted Mr. James Grant to return to our civil service 
at your Presidency, but on account of his long absence from his duty, 
we direct that he takes rank next under the youngest senior merchant, 
who became such in the season of 1783. 

4. Captain Robert Rayne, whom we permitted to return to his 
rank in our service at your Presidency, has obtained our leave to proceed 
overland, the Company being at no expense thereby. 

5. Jeremiah Martin Johnson has been appointed a cadet for your 
Presidency, with the rank of last upon the list of last season, in the room 
of Janies Me. Do>ugal deceased. 

6. Having advanced Mr. Thomas Morris the sum of £50, on 
account of the pay and allowances due to him during the time he acted 
as surgeon of the ship Warren, we direct that the said sum be deducted 
on your final liquidation of Mr, Morris’s accounts. 

7 - We have appointed John William a cadet for the artillery at 
your establishment, in the room and with the rank of Joseph Barnabas 
^icath, who has declined proceeding, and permitted him to remain in 
England till next season. 

Henry Beddingfield, whom we appointed last season a cadet 
tor your Presidency, has our permission to remain in England till next 
year without prejudice to his rank. 
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ENCLOSURE i 


{Vide [jamgralili 14) 

To His Highness the Nabob Wau Luu Jau Ununeer ul Hind Anidliat 
111 Mulk Seraiijec ul Dowla Aiiwcr ui tlctai Cawn Bchautlei Munsooi 
Jung Sepah Saulaur Subahdar of Arcot and the Carnaiick, 

[1] Wc have been honoured with the receipt of your Highness s 
letters of the 13th October and the 1st of November 1782, the 25th March, 
the 12th August, with a postscript of the iGth, the Oih September, wilh 
a postscript of the 7th September, and the 1st of October 1783. 

[2] It gave us the most heartfelt concern to lind that any cause 
of discontent had arisen between your Highness and our President and 
Council. The various matters in dispute are at this moment under our 
most serious consideration, and we shall, by an early conveyance, reply 
fully to the several points which your Highness has been pleased to submit 
to our decision. In the meantime we can, with truth, assure your 
Highness of our utmost attention to your interest, rights and dignity. 

« 

[3] In testimony whereof we have hereunto aliixed our Great Seal 
in the city of London this 23rd day of April in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-four. 


23rd April 1784. 


Copy. 

Company’s Letter to the Nabob of Arcot. 
No. 42. 
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LETTER DATED 15 JUNE 1784 

Shipping and invest i nails. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

[1] Inclosed we transmit you a triplicate of our letter of the i6th 

viarcti last, and of our printed report to the House of Commons therein 
leterred to, 

TT A dissolution of Parliamenit has since taken place and the new 
House ot Commons on the 26th ultimo issued an order, in obedience to 

n the 31st ultimo made a further report, of which you have also 

a punted copy inclosed. 
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[[\] You will ilicrcby perceive ihat we had received your advices by 
(he Narhudda, and will judge how much our nstonisiuiicnt must have been 
cxciicd at the conlcms of iliose of the yoth November, by the Worce^ier, 
which came to hand tlic 3d instant. 

[•l] The whole tenor of your letters, up to the dale of that dispatch, 
uniformly shews that your provision for the investment of the present 
season consisted of the following particulars; 




Rs. 

Amount of 

the cargoes of the Resolution, Worcester, 


Norfolk and Hinchinbrook 

61,05,8.^0 

Produce of 

the old investment 

37,50,000 

Do. 

Dutch invcsimeiu 

18,98,288 

Do. 

Subscription 1782 

1,00,00,000 

Do. 

Subscription of April 1783 

50,00,000 

Do. 

Subscription of May 1783 

15,00,000 

Do. 

Subscription of August ijS-j 

35,00,000 


Total Rupees 

3,17,54,128 


And the Hinchinbrook having been 
unloaded all the cargoes )Ou can have 
had to provide in the present season 
amount to 19^ cargoes as per margin, 
which at the high average of 15 
lacks per ship only amount to 
rupees 2,92,50,000. So that there re- 
mains an overplus of more tlian 25 
lacks to stand against disappointment 
in the deliveries, after lading every 
ship which you can have had to load, 
the Southampton excepted which we 
consider as not in a condition to come 
home this season. 


igi Cargoes 


Cargoes i Rodney 

Worcester 
Winterton 
Norfolk 
Resolution 
^ Busbridge 
1 Belmonl 
Banvell 
Atlas 
Ceres 

Earl Talbot 
Habeivell 
Lord Macartney 
Fox 

Vansiltarl 

Pigot 

Earl of Oxford 
Major 
Besborough 
Warren Hastings 


[5] Upon this ground we would not hesitate to form the opinion 
we did that you could not possibly have occasion to draw any more 
bills for the investments of the season 1783/4, instead of which you now 
inform us that, upon a representation from the Board of Trade of the 
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38th October, 7 more cargoes were still wanted, that you had on the 
Kth November established a new subscription o£ 50 lacks towards provid- 
ino- the same, to be drawn for upon us on the 1st of February 1785; 
and although the Nurbiulda was dispatched expressly with advices, and 
her commander did not leave Calcutta untill the 11th November, and 
though the Rodney was dispatched the November with a letter 

stating that you had written us so fully by the Nurbiulda that you had 
only occasion to inclose the Rodney's invoice, yet you did not, b^ eithei 
of these conveyances, think lit to inform us of this most impoiiant 
measure, nor do you, by the Worcester, slate the reasons given by the 
Board of Trade for the deficiency of cargoes, nor even that their repre- 
sentation contains any reason, but refer us, by a marginal relerence, to 
your consultations which, by another ship’s packet, appear to be on 
board the Winterton not yet arrived. 

[6] Justice to you requires that we should wait her arrival liefore 
we form any decisive judgement on this mysterious transaction, either 
as to its mode or substance, but the same principle towards the sub- 
scribers impells us not to lose a day in communicating to you our entire 
disapprobation of the transaction, as far as we yet understand it, and 
to observe that these bills appear clearly to be intended to be drawn 
in defiance of an act of Parliament and of our most positive orders, for 
which reasons we cannot suffer those who may take them to entertain 
any hope either that Parliament will permit us or we shall be disposed, 
on any terms, to accept bills drawn under such circumstances. 

[7] We therefore recommend to you to redeem the engagement, so 
as to make the amount payable out of our resources in India, on the 
best and most economical terms you can, persuaded that the holders of 
your engagement must easily be convinced that it will not be for their 
interest or convenience to insist on your literal compliance with it under 
these circumstances, and that by the time this letter can reach you our 
resources in India must be in so good a state as to leave no difficulty in 
your liquidating this demand within a very reasonable time. 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends. 


London, 

the 15111 June 1784. 


Nath. Smith /W. Devaynes/Lau. 
Sulivan/J. Manship/J. Smith /Jno. 
Michie/F. Baring/ George Tatem/ 
Hugh Inglis/W. Bensley/Paul Le 
Mesurier/John Motteux/Tho. Parry/ 
Richard Atkinson/Edm. Boehm/ 
Samuel Smith junior. 


Via Bussorah, received per Neptune. 
Read in Council 8th November 1784. 
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LETTER DATED i6 JUNE 1784 

Receipt of dispatches acknowledged. 


Gentlemen, 

[1] I have received the commands of the Court of Directors to 
acquaint you that, since the closing their letter of yesterday, your 
dispatches by the Whilerton have bccti received, and although the 
Court has not had time to take them into full consideration yet they 
aiford grounds to be dissatislied with the very extraordinary circumstances 
which have attended the investment for 1783/4, and which they mean 
immediately to investigate. 

[2] In the mean time they direct me to acquaint you that they 
confirm the contents of the accompanying letter dated yesterday. 

I am with the greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant. 
East India House, Tho. Morton, 

London the tGih June 1784. Secretary. 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council at Fort William 
in Bengal. 


Secretary’s Letter to Bengal. 

No. 4. 

Via Bussorah, received per Neptune. 
Read in Council 8lh November. 
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LETTER DATED 20 AUGUST 1784 

Act of Parliament for better regulation and management of the 
affairs of the Company. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We take the earliest opportunity o£ transmitting you a copy of 
an Act of Parliament, which has lately passed, entitled " An Act tor the 
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better Regulation and Management of the Affairs of the East India 
Company, and of the British Possessions in India, and foi establishing 
a Court of Judicature for the more speedy and ehectual Trial of Persons 
accused of Offences committed in the East Indies”; and direct that you 
take the most effectual measures to circulate the same throughout the 
districts under your authority. 

2. We shall shortly advise you of the several appointments and 
arrangements which are to be made in consequence of this Act. In the 
mean time you will continue to exert yourselves to the utmost of your 
power for the advantage of your employers. 

3. On the 3rd instant we received, by the way of Bussorah, a letter 
from Messrs. Staunton and Huddleston dated at Tellicherry the lyih 
March last, with the Treaty of Peace between the Company and the 
Nabob Tippoo Sultan Behauder concluded the 11th of that month. 

We are, 

Your affectionate friends. 

Signed by order of the Court of 
Directors of the United 
East India Company. 

East India House, Thos. Morton, 

London the 20th August 1784. Secretary. 

General Letter from the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

Dated 20th August 1784. 

Received 25th February 1785 per Lizard. 
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LETTER DATED 10 SEPTEMBER 1784 

Macartney appointed Governor oj Madras, and Boddam, Governor 
of Bombay. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 


ml•^^ u consequence of the late Act of Parliament, herewith trans- 

mitteu. we have appointed the Right Honorable Lord Macartney to be 
Governor of Fort St. George and Alexander Davidson and 
James Uamel Esquires to be Counsellors of the said settlement or 
resmency. And we have also appointed Mr. Sadlier to the Chiefship 
ot Masuhpatam m the room of Mr. Daniel. ^ 
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2. We have likewise appointed Rawson Hare Boddam Esqr. to be 
Governor, and Robert Sparks and Richard Church Esquires to l)e the 
ttvo Counsellors of our Presidency of Bombay; and we have thought it 
of importance to give you the earliest notice of such appointments that 
the purposes of the Act of Parliament may be carried into execution. 

We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

Nath. Smith/W. Devaynes/L. Suli- 
van / Geo. Johnston / J. Manship / 
Thos. Parry/F. Baring/Richard At' 
kinson/Edm. Boehm/Step. Lushing- 
ton } Hugh Inglis / John Hunter / 
Joseph Sparkcs/Paul Le Mesurier/ 
London, Jno. Michie/Samucl. Smith junior/ 

the loth September 178.J. Job*' Motteux. 

General Letter from the Court of Directors. 

Dated loth Scpiciubcr 178, j. 

Received a^tli February 1785 per Lizard. 
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LETTER DATED 9 DECEMBER 1784 

Members of the Committee of Secrecy-^copies of maps, charts and plans 
to be sent to England — persons appointed to reversionary stations in the 
Board of Trade to receive junior merchant's pay — the jurisdiction of 
Bengal and Madras Governments fixed by law — representations from Indian 
rulers to be sent through the subordinate Governments with whom the 
rulers may be connected — Governor General and members of the Supreme 
Council thanked by the Court for their services during the late war — David 
Anderson’s successful negotiations at the Maratha Court — Bombay’s finan- 
cial distress. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. We wrote to you overland under date the 15th June, 20th August 
and 10th September; transcripts of those letters are forwarded herewith. 

2. Since our letter of the 15th June last, we have received the follow- 
ing advices from your Presidency, viz.. 

General Letters dated the goth December 1783, 19th January, 

9th, 16th and 28th February 1784. 



Secret Letters tlaictl the ;psi I)eccml)er ir,ih January. 7th, 

iGth and sSlh February 178.1. 

Revenue Letters dated the itjili January and ()lli Fei)ruary 178.}. 

Letters from the Governor CJeneral dated the -’Sth Xovcinbci 
and iGlh December 1783. ist January and aist Febru.iry 178.1. 

Letters from the Board of I radc dated the '-’t)ih .uul ;'|t>tlt 
December 178^1. i7tli, aand and y.oili January, toth and i.'.|ih 
Febrtiary 178.1. 

3. We cannot by iltc present vUspaich reply to the whole of the 
above advices, but .shall take a very e.arly oj)poriuniiy of t^ivin^ our 
orders and directions, in such pans of them as may demand our atteniitm 
and are not adverted to in the pre.seiit dispatcli. 


to be 


Locko 

Tons 

Gaptain John Baird 

China 

General Coole 

Ibb 


St. Helena and 

Raymond 

Ibb 

Henry .SmetUey 

Cltina 

St. Helena and 

Asia 

tiV' 

Roliert Maw 

Bencoolen 
Bencoolen and 

Houghio?! ... 

755 

Captain James Munro 7 

China 

Madeira, Cloast and 

OsLerley 

7.58 

Samuel Rogers J 

C;hina 

Essex 

7.5S 

lohn Strover 7 

1 ,, 

• C.oast and Chin.a 

1 

Winter Ion ... 

755 

^ > 

Raymond Snow j 

Monlagn 

755 

Thomas Brcitcll 7 

• Madeira, Cloast and 

Dublin 

755 

William Smith 1 

i bay 

< 

Rodney 

755 

Henry Wakeman 

Deptford 

755 

James Elkingion 


Duttoii 

755 

James West 

■Coast atid Bay 

_ 

Francis 

755 

James Urmston 

King George 

755 

Jonathan Court 

Bombay and Benon 

755 

Honourable Willm. 

Madeira and 

Northumber- 


Elphinstone 

Bombay 


land ... 755 James Bombay 

clirea f “P =“ P« to China 

r f • ? £29 per ton freight to Bombay, 

are ‘ «*P«ts they 

apoear ht n vtf» " '"“T • ns will 

PP y reference to their respective charterparties. 
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6. In addition to the ships bcforeincntioned we have fitted out the 
Company s ship Brilatniia^ Captain Edward Gumming, burthen 770 tons, 
for a voyage to Coast and China. 

7« The quantity of saltpetre to be exported from our several 
Presidencies, by the returning sliips of this season, must be the same 
as directed by our letter of the iith of January 1781, the Company 
continuing the same agreement with the owners of shipping for that 
purpose. 


8. We have appointed Nathaniel Sjnitli Esqr. our Chairman, 
William Devaynes Esqr. our Deputy Chairman together with John 
Manship, John Michic, Laurence SuHvan and John Woodhouse Esqrs. 
to be the Committee of Secrecy for giving the necessary directions respect- 
ing the safety of the Company's shipping. The orders therefore of any 
three of the said Committee respecting the same must be obeyed with 
the greatest punctuality. 

g. In the Cih paragraph of our letter dated the 5ih of February 1777, 
we acquainted you with our resolution of cncreasing the allowance to be 
paid into the Company's treasuries in India by tlie commanders and 
officers of our freighted ships, on account of tlie produce of their licensed 
adventures, to £8000 for each ship; but it being indispensably necessary, 
in the present situation of the Company’s affairs, to limit as much as 
possible die amount of drafts to be drawn from their several Presidencies, 
we have determined to revoke the said resolution, and accordingly direct 
that in future the commanders and officers be restricted to the sum of 
£5000, to be paid in for certificates for each respective ship. And in 
granting such certificates you are to be governed by our orders of the 
igih December 1775 and the loih of September 1783. 

10. We have permitted Major Alexander Mackenzie to return to 
our military establishment at your Presidency. We have not thought 
proper to restore him to his full rank, but have granted him a commission 
to take rank as lieutenant colonel from the 12th of September, 1779, which 
will make him the eldest lieutenant colonel, agreeably to the list of officers 
received from your Presidency by the Nurbudda. He proceeded on the 
Danish ship Hussar. 

11. The President and Council at Fort St. George having advanced 
Dennis Weldon and John Smith, cadets for your Presidency, who were 
saved from the Duke of Athol when that ship was unfortunately blown 
up in Madras Road, 50 pagodas eacli, and ordered them a passage on 
the first Company’s ship which should sail for Bengal, in consideration 
of the peculiar hardships and sufferings of their situation we direct that 
Messrs. Weldon and Smith be excused the repayment of the sum so 
advanced to each of them, and should they have entered into obligations 
for that purpose that the same be immediately cancelled. 

12. The following persons have been appointed cadets for your 
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Presidency on the lists of the season ,o£ 178a, in the room and with 
the rank o£ others undermentioned, viz. 

For the infantry 

Benjamin vice Richard Mitford 

For the arlillery 

James Alexander vice John Williams 


ift. Mr. George Gordon, a cadet for your Presidency of the sea^n 
1782, is permitted to proceed to his appointment on board one of His 

Majesty’s ships. 


14. Mr. Hugh Mackay is permitted to return to India to settle his 
affairs. 


15. The following persons have our license to proceed to and 
remain in the East Indies under free mariners’ indentures, viz., Charles 
Carter, Thomas Crawley, John Spriggs, John Meares, James Buck. 

16. We have also permitted Lieutenant Richard Bruere, of Elis 
Majesty’s Navy, who is in India, to remain there two years as a free 
mariner on his entering into the usual covenants. 


17. We have received a petition from Donald Cuming at Fort St. 
George for permission to proceed to and remain in Bengal with some 
employ in the Company’s service; we have resolved not to comply there- 
with, and as Mr. Cuming has not our license to remain in India, we 
direct, in case he should be at your Presidency, that you cause him to 
return to England by the first opportunity. 


18. Mr. John Smart, miniature painter, and Messrs. Ozias Humphrey 
and Francis Wheatley, portrait painters, have our leave to proceed to 
India to practise in their respective professions. 

19. The intention of the orders contained in our letters to you, 
dated the 27th of May 1779 and the 15th of January 1783, respecting 
charts, plans etc., was that the Company should have in England copies 
of every thing relative to the geography or navigation of India that could 
be obtained or had been laid down from surveys made at the Company’s 
expence, that we might have all the information possible before us, and 
that those materials should be secured against any accident which might 
deprive the Company of information obtained at so much expence; the 
informations to be had from printed books did not come within our 
view, nor did we mean to puti a stop to the laudable pursuits after know- 
ledge of Captain Call or any other of our servants abroad, but no object 
of that or any kind must be admitted as an excuse for neglecting or 
postponing to send to us copies of all maps, charts, plans, surveys, routes, 
journals, or other nautical or geographical information not already pu'b- 

ished. The loss of the DiligenVs log book demonstrates the propriety 
of this order, could any testimony be wanting. To facilitate the opera- 
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tioii of making copies of the various maps etc., we purposely sent oil 
paper with which any person could have traced them; we want exact 
and not finely finished copies, and the surveyor had nothing incumbent 
on him but to sec that tlie copies were done with accuracy. We therefore 
again repeat our directions that copies of all maps, charts, plans, surveys, 
journals, routes or other nautical and geographical infonnation, not 
already published, be sent to us forthwith; and that you order a catalogue 
of all mss. of this nature, in possession of the surveyor or other officers, 
to be sent to us in triplicate by the earliest conveyances. 

20. By the above we do not mean any military plans which may 
be deemed improper to trust to precarious conveyances. 

21. On the goth of July our Secretary wrote to Mr. William Digges 
Latouchc, Resident at Bussora, acquainting him that the definitive treaty 
with the States General of ilic United Provinces was signed the 20th of 
May last, and that the ratifications thereof were exchanged on that day, 
and desiring him to communicate the same to the several Presidencies in 
India; we now transmit you copies of His Majesty’s proclamation of that 
event. 


22. In reply to your General Letter dated the 23rd of October 1783 
respecting the rank of several cadets who had arrived at your Presidency 
and produced certificates of their appointments, and of whom no notice 
had been taken in tlie lists of cadets which you had received, we transmit 
lists of the cadets ^vhich were appointed for y^ur Presidency in the 
seasons of 1779, 1780, 1781 and 1782, and direct that they do rank in 
our army agreably to the rank which is assigned to them respectively 
in the said lists. 

23. For’ your further information we transmit a copy of the list 
of cadets, referred to in your abovenicniioned letter, against whose names 
we have expressed the rank assigned to them respectively. 

24. We observe with great surprize by your General Letter dated the 
9th February last that you had thought proper to make it a standing rule 
that all servants oE the Company appointed to reversionary stations in 
the Board of Trade should be allowed to draw the salaries which they 
would be entitled to were they members of that Board until you should 
receive our commands upon the subject; we cannot avoid expressing our 
disapprobation of the resolution in question, by which we should be 
subjected to a considerable and indefinite expense, and we therefore direct 
that the standing rule beforementioned be annulled immediately upon 
receipt of this letter, and that persons appointed to reversionary stations 
in the Board of Trade be paid tlie salary and allowances of a junior 
merchant only. 

25. It is our further pleasure that all allowances granted to 
Mr. Bateman or any other person, in consequence of the rule established 
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bv YOU, as before stated, do forthwith cease and dcienmne upon die 
arrival of this our order at Fort William; and we cannot omit adverting 
to the impropriety, which occurs in this case, of gTounding a general 
order upon the particular instance of Mr. Bateman, brom a regard to tlic 
peculiar circumstances of distress attending his case we have not oidciet 
a reimbursement to be made of the sums he may have received in con- 
sequence of this order; if it had not been for this consideration we should 
certainly, in that and every other way, have expressed our highest dis- 
approbation of a proceeding so contrary to the general spirit of our orders, 
and so inconsistent with that economy essentially necessary for the very 
existence of our Government in India. 


26. We cannot but express our displeasure at the careless and 
incorrect manner in which your consultatious are written. In the pro- 
ceedings of the General Department for 1782 and 178^, there are many 
material omissions, blanks being left for papers on which you have passed 
resolutions. Had you adhered to our orders of the 2grd December 177^* 
that the consultations be fairly copied and examined before they are 
signed, the omissions of which we complain would have been avoided. 
We now repeat those orders, and direct that they be observed in 
future. 


27. We have not received any of your proceedings as a Board of 

Inspection of later date than the Gih of November 1780. We are at a 
loss for your reasons for withholding those proceedings, and as we labor 
under the utmost inconvenience in consequence thereof we cannot but 
express our displeasure thereat. And we hereby direct that your pro- 
ceedings in every department, to the latest period possible, be sent by 
each dispatch, and that complcat sets be forwarded so soon as possible 
after the conclusion of the year. , 

28. We are likewise obliged to coniplafn of not having received 
your Persian correspondence to a later period than the end of the year 
1781; such neglect must be avoided in future, and the said correspondence 
transmitted as directed in the preceding paragraph. 

29. As you have on several occasions neglected to send indexes with 
the broken sets of your consultations we hereby repeat our orders for 
sending a copious index with every such broken set of your proceedings, 
as well as a complete index to the annual set of your consultations. 

30; We were preparing to give our decision upon the point of 
authority between your Government and the Presidency of Fort St. George, 
respecting the orders issued by you for the purpose of annulling the 
assig-nment, but the late Act of Parliament having clearly defined your 
respective powers for the time to come we hold it unnecessary to come 
o Jtny etermination on questions which have no longer any existence, 
an our opinions on which could afford you no light for your future 

ponriiir'f ^ ^ 
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31. But wc find it our indispeiisiblc duty to express to you the 
must positive direction tluit in the exercise of the powers entrusted 
to you by that Act you avoid taking any stc]) which may tend to diminish 
tlie weight of our subordinate governments witli relation to the powers 
of India particularly connected with them. 

32. Wc can in no degree think it right tliat you should appoint 
agents to act for your Government independently of our other settlements 
at the Court of any of the princes so connected with them; or that you 
should receive agents from those powers separately addressed to you, still 
less should wc think such a measure justifiable if the same person should 
be allowed by you to act in both capacities, and more especially if he 
should be chosen from among the inferior servants of that Government 
whose dignity would thus be lessened. 

33. Whatever rcprcscntaiiuns from the native powers so connected 
with our subordinate settlements, whatever propositions for future 
arrangements, and above all whatever complaints against the conduct 
of our Governments in lltosc settlements are made to you, must be 
transmitted through those Governments alone; with them you are imme- 
diately to communicate on those subjects, and whatever steps you take 
in consequence you are to pay every attention to the honor and dignity 
of our servants placed by us in high situations. This is a line of conduct 
due to them, as well from the character which they derive from us as 
from the indispcnsible necessity of holding high in the eyes of the differ- 
ent powers of India the weight and authority of every branch of the 
British Government. 

34. In the 39th section of the bcforcmcmioncd Act of Parliament 
provision is made for redressing any grievances which may exist amongst 
the rajahs, zemindars', polygars, talookdars, and other native landholders 
within the British territories in India; and we think it proper, by this 
earliest opportunity, to inform you tliat those provisions will, as they 
merit, obtain our very early attention and we will then transmit to you 
at large our sentiments on that subject. 

35. And as we are required within 14 days after th? commencement 
of every session of Parliament to lay before the two houses of Parliament 
a perfect list of all offices, places and emoluments in the civil and military 
establishments of the Company in the East Indies, with the salaries or 
pay and emoluments belonging thereto, we direct that lists, conform- 
able to the above, be regularly transmitted to us from our several 
settlements. 

36. We have put on board the Fox 1000 ounces of foreign silver 
for the use of that vessel in case she should be obliged to put into any 
foreign ports for refreshments or repairs during the voyage, tor which 
Captain Corner is to account on hia arrival in India. 

37. Mr. Edward Maxwell. Counsellor at Law. who carried out the 
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intelli<^eiKe o£ the peace to India so opportunely, has our pernnssion to 
reS in India to practise in his profession; and by the Fo.y wc transmit 
covenants to be exLted by Mr. Mamvell, tvl.ich must be returned to 
US by the first opportunity. 

38. The General Court of Proprietors on the yth November 1783 
came to the following resolution, viz.. 


“ Resolved that it is the opinion of this Court, that Warren Plastings 
Esqr., Governor General of Bengal, and the other ^ Members of the 
Supreme Council have displayed uncommon zeal, ability, and exertion 
in the management of the affairs of the East India Company dining the 
late hostilities in India, particularly in finding resources for supporting 
the war in the Carnatic under so many pressing difficulties when that 
country was in danger of being lost, through the successful irruption of 
Hyder Ally Cawn, aided by the powerful assistance of the French, and 
also in concluding the late treaty of peace with the Marattas at a period 
so critical, and on terms so honorable and advantageous to the permanent 
interests of the Company.” 


” Resolved therefore that the thanks of this Court be given to Warren 
Hastings Esqr., Governor General, and the other Members of the Supreme 
Council, for the above specified great and distinguished services, and 
further that this Court doth request the said Warren Hastings Esqr., 
Governor General, not to resign the station he now holds, until the 
tranquility of our possessions in India shall be restored, and the arrange- 
ments necessary upon the re-establishment of peace shall have taken 
place.” 


39. It was the wish of the Court of Directors to have transmitted 
immediately to Bengal these grateful acknowledgements of their con- 
stituents to men who had served them so essentially, but the Directors 
were restrained by a letter from His Majesty’s Secretary of State on the 
ground that the affairs of the East India Company were to be laid before 
Parliament. As in consequence of the late Act of Parliament, this restric- 
tion is no longer in force we now think it our duty to transmit to you 
the above resolution by the first dispatch. 

40. We have appointed Lieutenant General Robert Sloper Com- 
mander in Chief of the Company’s forces in the East Indies. 

41- We have great satisfaction in commiunicating to you the follow- 
ing resolutions, which we came to on the 30th of October, viz., 

Trva- tranquility are now perfectly established throughout 

Court being sensible that this happy event has been 
principally owing to the very able and spirited exertions of our Gov- 
ernoi General, and of our Supreme Council.” 

“ Resolved unanimously that the thanks of this Court be conveyed 
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K) Warrcii^ llaslings listiuirc for Iiis finii, unu’caricd, and successful 
endeavors in procuring the laic peace with the several powers in India.” 

“ Resolved unanimously that the thanks of this Court be conveyed 
to the Suj)renie Council, for the assistance they have given in restorin'^ 
our affairs in India to the happy situation of tranquility.” 

“ Resolved unanimously that our Governor General and Council be 
directed to inform Mr. David Anderson that this Court cjitertain a proper 
sense of his masterly conduct in negotiating with the Maraita powers; 
and that they shall rank him among those who may have claim to their 
favor.” 

qa. Having received information that Mr. Tlionias Wilkinson, a 
factor of the Bombay eslablisliment, and Mr. Charles Boddani, a writer 
of the Bcjigal cstablishincnt, arc desirous of exchanging their respective 
ranks and situations with each other, we Itavc icmoved Mr. AVilkiiison 
to Bengal in the room and with the rank of Mr. Boddam, and it is our 
order iliat you aetjuaint Mr. Boddam therewith, sliould lie be at your 
Presidency, and direct him to proceed to the rank we have assigned him 
at Bombay. 

.jg. We transmit by the fox ])acker, the vessel whereon General 
Sloper embarks, copy of (lie commission we have granted liim as Com- 
mander in Cliicf of tlie Company’s forces in the East Indies and one 
of the Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

qq. We have permitted General Slopcr to take with him, on board 
the Fox packet, Captain Charles Merry and Ensign Granby Sloper as 
his aids de camp, also Edward Whitcwcll Esqr. as his secretary, and the 
Reverend 'William Goddard as his chaplain. A list of the General’s 
family proceeding with him is enclosed. 

45. We have received a letter from the Right Honorable Lord 
Sydney, one of His Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, a copy whereof 
is enclosed, acquainting us that Lieutenant General Sloper will be fur- 
nished with a letter of service from the King, which will give effect and 
operation to his commission of lieutenant general, and entitle him to 
exercise the command appertaining to that rank among His Majesty’s 
troops in the East Indies, so long only as he shall continue in the service 
of the Company, and that when he shall cease to be in that employment 
his right of commanding, or serving with His Majesty’s forces in the 
East Indies, shall likewise determine, and that upon such event, or in 
case of his death or absence from India, the particular command of the 
King’s forces devolves of course on the next senior officer thereof, ^vho 
may at the time be serving in India by His Majesty’s order. 

46. We are further informed, by the said letter, that Lieutenant 
General Sloper will also be invested with powers to assemble a court 
martial as soon as conveniently may be after his arrival within the 
Presidency of Fort St. George for the tryal of Major General Sir John 



177 


9 DECEMBER 1784 

Bumoyne upon the charges which have been exhibited against him, and 
that he will also be empowered to try any other officers against whom 
any charges may have been brought for crimes committed before his 

arrival in India. 


47. Lord Sydney’s letter likewise mentions that as the number of 
His Majesty’s troops by the return of the five battalions which are now 
supposed to be embarked, and on their passage to Europe, will be very 
considerably diminished it seems expedient that the King s three major 
generals, now serving in India, should be ordered to return home, and 
that upon that subject His Majesty’s commands will be taken before the 
departure of General Sloper. 

48. His Lordship’s letter concludes with hoping that these arrange- 
ments will tend, in some degxee, to put a stop to the consequences of the 
late dissentions upon the coast of Coromandel; and that as the King’s 
servants intend to resume the consideration of the military establishments 
in India without delay His Lordship has some reason to believe that 
before the next ship, after the packet, shall be ready to depart for our 
settlements such further regulations will be agreed upon as may prevent 
all future discontents; and that the respective ranks of the King’s and 
Company’s officers will be so settled that neither party may have reason 
to complain of irregular and unusual promotions. 

49. Having received a letter from the Select Committee at Bombay, 
dated the 27th June last, representing the magnitude of their bonded 
debt, and the distresses suffered by those concerned therein from the 
inability of that Presidency to discharge any part of either principal or 
interest thereon, and considering how much the credit of the Company 
and the ease of individuals may suffer from so distressed a situation, we 
do hereby direct, in the most positive manner, that you exert yourselves 
in remitting annually to that Presidency whatever can be spared towards 
the payment of the interest on their bonded debt. 


We are. 


London, 

the (jih December 1784. 


Your affectionate friends, 
Nathl. Smith/ W. Devaynes/L. Suli- 
van/John Manship/Jn. Woodhouse/ 
W. Bensley j Jno. Michie / George 
Tatem/Paul Le Mesurier/John Mot- 
teux/ Joseph Sparkes/Edmd. Boehm/ 
F. Baring / Hugh Inglis / Stephen 
Lushington/R. Hall/ John Hunter/ 
J. Smith/Thos. Parry. 

Copy 


Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 
No. 1. 


Received per Fox packet 13th June ’85. 
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l^caccful rclaliom must be mainlaitied with Indian powers — Browne, 
Resident at Delhi, censured — liquidalion of the Nawab of ArcoCs debt — 
assistance to General Slofier for removing abuses in the army. 


QUR Governor General amt Council ai I’ori William in Ucngal. 


1. We have r'’ccive<l a letter from onr Governor General dated 
Lucknow 30tli April 178,1, with a postscript dated 13th May. 

2. It is our intention to give the earliest consideration to the several 
important points wliicli form tlie subject of this letter, but as we are 
anxious not lo delay the sailing of the vessel which carries these dispatches 
we shall, in the present niotuciu, content ourselves tvith expressing to 
you our fixed and unalterable detennination to abide by the just and 
pacific system respecting the native princes of India which the late Act 
of Parliament has pointed out to us, aetjuainting you that any deviation 
from it, in the conduct of our servants, will not fail to incur our highest 
displeasure. 

3. \Vc find it necessary to require you to transmit lo us 
a distinct account of the proceedings of our Governor General at 
Lucknow, and also the whole 'correspondence between the Governor 
General and Major Brown* from the time of the first appointment of 
the latter to reside at the court of Delhi down to the latest period. 

4. We do not think proper, at present, to decide ultimately on the 
transactions relative to this appointment, but if it shall appear to us, 
on a view of the whole correspondence, that Major Browne has entered 
into any engagements with the court of Delhi without sufficient authority 
for that purpose it is our determination to dismiss him from our service 
for so manifest a -breach of his duty, and we direct you to notify this to 
him in order that he may furnish us with such materials as he shall 
judge necessary for his vindication. And we particularly guard you, in 
the meantime, against entering into any connection with that court which 
may eventually engage us to afford military assistance to the King Shah 
Allum. 

5. We cannot close this subject without expressing the great satis- 
faction we feel at the payment of so large a share of the Nabob’s debt, 
stated to be made without adding to the distresses of those provinces. 
and we trust that such wise and temperate regulations will be adopted 
by our Governor General as may ensure a proper and speedy liquida- 
tion of the whole with a due attention to the above important consi- 
deration. 
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0 . The Right Hoii’blc the Secretary at War has coinmuuicaied to 
us tine copy o£ a letter which, by His Majesty’s coininaiuls, he has wriiien 
to Lieutenant General Slopcr reconmieiicliug, to his particular atteniion, 
the means o£ preserving the health of His Majesty s forces, and the 
management of the general and regimental hospitals, direciing him to 
make every enquiry in his power into the causes of the sickness and 
consequent mortality, which for sometime past have prevailed among 
His Majesty’s troops in India, and to do his utmost to put an end to the 
abuses Avhich have arisen from an excessive use of s}>iriluous litpiors 
among the soldiery and the profits thereby resulting to the ollicers com- 
manding at certain stations. 

7. In order to second HisMajesty’s most gracious intentions herein, 
and as the subject appears o£ equal importance to the Company’s forces, 
we hereby direct that you give every aid and assistance to Lieutenatit 
General Sloper, and co-operate with him in his endeavours to- snpjn'ess 
the abuses that, there is too much reason to think, have jirevailed both 
in the King’s and Company’s service, as well in the fiehl and garrison 
as in the general and regimental hospitals, to the subversion of good 
discipline among the troops and, in too many instances, to the deslructioti 
of the health of the soldierv. 

8. For your further information herein we enclose you a copy of 
the beforementioned letter, and of that from the Secretary at War to 
our Lhairman and Deputy Chairman which accompanied it. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Nathl. Smith/ W. Devaynes/L. 
Sulivan/J. Manship/John Wood- 
house/ Jno. Michie/John Motteu.x/ 
George T atem / Ed m . Boehm / J oh n 
Hunter/Thos. Parry/W. Ben'sley/ 
Paul Le Mesurier/Hugh Inglis/F, 
Bai'ing/R. Hall /Step. Lushington. 

Copy 

General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 27. 


London, 

the loth December 1784. 

Company’s 
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Measurers to prevent forgeries of bills of exchange. 

Gcutlemen, 

to ^ received the commands of the Court of Directors 

acquaint you that in order to prevent as much as possible any 
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future forgeries of bills of exchange or certilicaies, by which the 
Conipaiiy have recently sulfercd, they liavc caused a new and parti- 
cular sort of paper to be iiiaiuifaclurcd for the sole purpose of drawing 
bills of exchange and ceriilicates, bearing the name of East India 
Company, as also James Whatman, maker, in water marks, each sheet 
being suflicient to contain six bills or certificates; of this paper a box 
containing a,ooo sets, direcietl to tlic Governor General only, is sent on 
tlic ship Monlngu under the special care of Captain Thomas Brettcll, 
the commander, who will himself see it safely delivered. 

[a] And the Court direct that the paper, bcforcnicniioncd, be 
delivered into the custody of the olficcr whom tlic Governor General and 
Council shall think most proper, to be by him issued for the purpose 
of drawing bills and certificates only, and that such person or persons 
to whom the same sliall be issued, for the bcforenientioncd purposes, 
shall account to the proper olliccr. who shall have the care of such paper, 
for tlic use of such quantity as he may receive, which quantity is only 
to be delivered from time to time In exact conformity to the number of 
bills and certificates to be drawn at any one period, and that if any of 
the said paper should be rendered useless by accident the same must be 
returned to the olficcr by whom it was issued, previous to any other being 
delivered in lieu thereof; and it is the Court’s positive order that no 
excuse be admiiicd for the loss of any of the paper beforeincntioned 
from any person who may have been in possession thereof. 

1 am very res))cctfully, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
East India House, Tlios. Morton, 

London the iilh January 1785. Secretary. 

The Hon’blc the Governor General and Council at 
Fort William in Bengal. 


39 

LETTER DATED 27 JANUARY 1785 

Measures, to protect stationery on ivay to India — Captain William 
Kirkpatrick’s new Hindi grammar—Dalling appointed Commander in 
Chief of Madras. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letters to you were dated the gth and loth of December 



JANUARY 1785 


18 1 


last, and transmitted in triplicate by the Fox packet, His Majesty's sloop 
CygneL and the ship Frauds. 

0. By the ship Earl of Oxford we received the jV)llo\\'in<*- advices Iroin 
your Presidency, viz., 

General Letter dated 15th March lyhj* 

Secret Letter dated the same day. 

Revenue Letter dated the nph March 17S.P 
Revenue Law Letter dated the same day. ^ 

Letter in the Foreign Deparimeni dated the itiih iXfarch 
Letter from the Board of d'rade dated tlie 15^1 March i 7 ^-l- 

3. We shall take an early opportunity of giving oiir orders and 
directions on such parts of those atlvices as may appear to tlemand oin 
attention. 


4. In addition to the ships mentioned in our letter of the pth 
ultimo we have entertained the undermentioned upon the same terms 


the others, and 

consigned 

Tons 

them to China 

direct, viz., 

Lnscelles 

• 758 

Captain 

Thomas Wakelield 

General Elliot 

755 

Do. 

Robert Drummond 

Atlas 

• 758 

Do. 

Allen Coojier 

Bariuell 

• 755 

Do. 

Robert Carr 

Busbridge 

•• 755 

Do. 

John Robert.son 


5. We have directed the commanders of the ships Flouglttou, 
Oslerley, Monlagii, Dublin and Duke of Montrose to call at Madeira 
to receive 400 pipes of wine for the u-se of our Presidencies of Bengal, 
Fort St. George and Bombay, 180 whereof are intended for your 
Presidency, the invoices and bills of lading of which you will receive 
from our correspondents at that island, and you must advise us of the 
quality and leakage thereof. 

6. We have also directed Messrs. Scott, Pringle 2 c Co. to furnish 
our supracargos at Canton with six pipes of Madeira wine. 

7 * The consignments to our several Presidencies in India and to 
China, this season, will principally consist of the following particulars, viz.. 

For Bengal 

Cloth 660 bales, long ells 50 bales, broad long ells 40 bales of 
10 pieces each, copper 400 tons including tons of copper hoops 
tor powder barrels, iron 30 tons, steel 10 tons. 


For Fort St. George 

Cloth 593 bales, long ells 10 bales, copper 230 tons. 
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For Bombay 

Qoili 594 bales, long ells go bales, broad long ells so bales of 
lo pieces each, copper 300 ions, also 50 tons for slieathing ships, lead 
50 tons, iron (lo tons, steel 15 tons, small arms (),5oo musquets. 

For the Bussora market 

Cloth 70 hales, long ells sg bales. 

For Fort Marlborough 

10 tons of line iron, small arms 250 musquets. 

For China 

Cloth 1078 bales, long ells 1757 bales, camblets 48 bales and lead 
goo tons. 

8. A clause is inserted in the chanerparties of our freighted ships 
of this season (page 4) respecting the lading of the ships in India and 
China, to which we require your particular attention in the distribution 
of cargos and assortments of goods for the several ships, that each ship 
may hav'e lier charterparcy tonnage laden on board or at least tendered 
to her, so that in case she is not able, or the commander shall refuse 
to receive it, the owners may not have any good ground to plead an 
e.xemption from payment of freight for the deficiency, on account of 
any failure on the part of the Company. 

9. Having made an alteration in the privilege allowed to the com- 
manders and officers of our ships in the article of piece goods, of which 
the commanders now going out are duly informed by a special clause 
in their instructions, we transmit copies of our resolution thereupon, 
and direct that you communicate the same to the commanders and 
officers of any of our ships in India who may not have been apprized 
thereof, in order that they may conform thereto. 

10. An application having been made to us by the Commissioners 
of the Navy to receive such of His Majesty s naval stores as may be 
remaining in India and are absolutely fit and proper for the Company’s 
service, and as it does not appear to us that there can be any objection 
to our complying therewith, we direct you to receive such stores, upon 
a fair valuation thereof being made by such officers as you shall think 
proper to appoint for that purpose, and those employed by the Com- 
mander in Chief of His Majesty's ships in India. 

11. The following persons have obtained our permission to proceed 
to India under free mariners indentures, viz., John Canning, William 
Douglas, George Saunders, Alexander Black, James Gray, William Tip- 
pino-? Henry Noble, George Allen, Samuel ^Veller, Thomas Warliam, 
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Walter Armstrong, John Guise, William Rogers, Francis Hicks. David 
Ross, James Morrison, William Manwanng, James Wyard Gooch, 
Nicholas Bodkin, Henry Lawrie and Charles Moodie. 

12. We have also permitted Mr. Lawrence Bowden, who brought 
home the Fortitude packet, to return to India in his former situation 

as a free mariner. 

13. It having been in contemplation, for some time past, to adopt 
some method for the better security of the Company’s stationary sent 
to India against wet and damp, we have ordered, by way of expeiiinent, 
one half of the stationary for the Presidencies of Bengal, Fort St, George 
and Bombay to be packed in thin deal cases covered with copper sheets 
of 1 lb to the foot square and so secured as to exclude all wet and damp, 
and these cases to be again enclosed in other cases of the usual thickness. 


14. Upon the delivery in India of those cases of stationary which 
are covered with copper, the stationary is to be immediately unpacked 
and the copper removed from the cases, and received into the import 
warehouses upon the company’s account, and sold, at a future time, 
with the other manufactured copper. 


15. In order to prevent, as much as possible, any future forgeries 
of bills of exchange or certificates, by which the Company have recently 
suffered, we have caused a new and particular sort of paper to be manu- 
factured for the purpose of drawing bills of exchange and certificates 
only, bearing the name of East India Company, as also James Whatman, 
maker, in water marks, each sheet being sufficient to contain six bills 
or certificates; of this paper we send on each of the ships Francis, Dublin, 
Rodney and Montagu, a box containing 2,000 sets, directed to the 
Governor General only under the special care of the commander, who will 
himself see It safely delivered, and we direct that the paper before- 
mentioned be delivered into the custody of the officer whom the Governor 
General and Council shall think most proper, to be by him issued for 
the purpose of drawing bills and certiheates only, and that such person 
or persons to whom the same shall be issued, for the beforementioned 
purposes, shall account to the proper officer, who shall have the care of 
such paper, for the use of such quantity as he may receive, which quantity 
shall only be delivered, from time to time, in exact conformity to the 
number of bills and certificates to be drawn at any one period; and 
should any of the said paper be rendered useless by accident the same 
s ta 1 be returned to the officer by whom it was issued previous to any 
ot er being delivered in lieu thereof, nor must any excuse be admitted 
or the loss of any of the paper beforementioned from any person who 
may have been in possession thereof. 

ifi- Having this season determined to permit necessaries to be sent 
to our servants and other persons in India we transmit a copy of our 
sai lesolution for their information and guidance. 
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17. The following gcmleincn are appointed our Council of Supra- 
rargos at Canton for managing the Company’s affairs in China this 
season, viz., Messrs. William Henry l*igou, Abraham Roebuck, Henry 
llrowne, John Harrison, George Cuming, Alexander Ilruce, Charles 
Edward 1 ‘igou, Henry Lane, David Lance, Tliomas Erecman, Thomas 
Ruyek. Van Microp, William FiizluigU, Richard Hall, .Samuel Peach 
and Hugh Parkin. 

18. We have permitted Messrs. i\fatihctv Dawson and John Fydell 
to return to their rank on otir civil establishment at your Presidency. 

19. ^^r. James Edmiston, whom we appointed a writer for your 
Presidency of the season of 1782, has onr permission to proceed to his 
limy, on the sliip Francis, without prejudice to his rank. 

20. The imdcrmcmioncd military officers have obtained our leave 
to return to their duty on our establishment at your Presidency witlioiit 
prejudice to their rank, viz.. Lieutenant Colonel Joseph \Villiam Crabb, 
Lieutenant Colonel Robert Stewart, Afajor James Law, Captain George 
Mence, Captain William Kirkpatrick, Captain Robert Kennan and 
Lieutenant Robert Aforris. 

21. Captain William Kirkpatrick having signified to us that he 
has prepared a new grammar of tlic Hindoo dialect which he means to 
publish in Bengal, and having represented that it is a work calculatwl 
for the benefit of our servants in India, we in conformity to his request 
recommend the same to your protection should it be found deserving 
of it, and direct that you promote its success by such countenance as 
you .shall judge due to its utility. 

23. We have permitted Captain Kirkpatrick to take Joseph Cooper 
junior, a printer, with him to Bengal for the purpose of completing 
the publication of the said grammar. 

23. We have permitted Mr. Daniel Campbell to return to his station 
of Surgeon General at your Presidency. 

24. The Reverend John Owen has our permission to proceed to 
Bengal; and we direct that he do succeed as youngest chaplain on your 
establishment, upon the first vacancy. 

25. ^Ve have permitted Mr. Ross Jennings to proceed to Bengal, 
and remain there three years, for the purpose of settling the affairs of 
Mr, John Bassett deceased. 

2fi. Mr. Thomas Lyons has obtained the like permission to settle 
his own affairs. 

27. We have permitted Thomas Daniel to proceed to Beng.al to 
follow his profession of an engraver, and to take his nephew with him 
as his assistant. 
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28 The friends of Mr. Schultz, a merchant m Bengal, having 
acquainted us that he is desirous of returning 10 huropc we ^ 

you permit him to take passage on board one of the C.ompany s ships. 

20. We have appointed Lieutenant General Sir John Dalling, 
Baronet, Commander in Chief of the Company s fmces on t le co.ist o 
Coromandel. He took passage on the Ihittinuia, which ship sailed Irom 
Portsmouth on the 29th of December last. A copy of his comiiiission 

is enclosed. 

30. Herewith you will also receive a copy of the commission 
appointing the Right PTonorable Lord Macartney to be 1 lesideni anil 
Governor and the Commander in Chief of the Company’s forces on the 
coast of Coromandel for the time being, together with Alexander Davidson 
and James Daniel Esqrs. to be the Council at Fort St. George, also a 
copy of the commission which we have granted to Lord Macartney as 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the garrison of Fort St. George 
and town of Madraspatnam. 


31. Having granted permission to Mr. Richard Tilghman to return 
to his station on our civil establishment at your Presidency on the cx]>ress 
condition of his proceeding on one of the ships of last sca.son, we have 
now, in consequence of his not having availed himself thereof, refused 
him permission to return to the Company's service. 


32. But as Mr. Tilghman formerly practised as a barrister in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature with our leave, and still remains enrolled 
as an advocate in that court, we have permitted him to proceed to Bengal, 
on the ship Francis, to resume his profc.ssion as a barrister. 

33. Captain Henry Harvey of your establishment and Captain 
Alexander Wynch of the Fort St. George establi.shment having requested 
our permission to exchange their respective ranks and situations wc have 
agreed that Captain Harvey be removed to the Fort St. George establish- 
ment udth a commission of the same date Avith that held by Captain 
Wynch at Fort St. George, and to rank next under Captain Cornelius 
Grant, and that Captain Wynch be removed to your establishment Avith 
a commission bearing similar date, and to rank next under Captain 
Archibald Hooke. Captain Wynch proceeds to his station on the 
Deptford. 


34- We have received information that Major John McGoAvan and 
r. e egrin Treves, X who last season proceeded overland to their stations 

at your Presidency, took two Avomen with them, and as they had not 
oui permission so to do Ave direct that you cause strict enquiry to be 
ma e respecting that transaction, and if our information shall appear 
to be Avell founded it is our order that you severely reprimand Major 
cGoAvan and Mr. Treves in our name for the same. 

35- We further direct that you cause the said women to return 
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to England by the first conveyance after receipt of this letter unless they 
produce certificates of their being married, and that the expense of their 
passage be defrayed by Major McGowan and Mr. Treves. 

36. The friends of Captain Culhbert Thornhill who has resided 
many years in India, and of whom we entertain a very favorable opinion, 
have applied to us to appoint him to succeed to the post of Master 
Attendant in Bengal on the death or coming away of Mr. Frederick 
Doveton, the present Master Attendant there, provided you shall be of 
opinion that Mr. Bowey, the person appointed by us to succeed to the 
Master Attendantship, from age and infirmities is rendered incapable of 
executing the duties of that office; and as we are well satisfied with 
Captain Thornhiirs character and merits we recommend him to you as 
a proper person for such an office when a vacancy shall happen, and 
shall be well pleased to find that you have taken the first opportunity 
of providing for him in a manner suitable to his abilities. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 
Nathl. Smiih/W. Devaynes/Jn. 
Woodhouse / J. Manship / George 
Taiem / E. Boehm / J. Smith / W. 

♦ Bensley/Thos. Parry/John Motteux/ 

London, Jas. Moffatt/Jno. Michie/R. Hall/ 

the syih January 1785. Joseph Sparkes. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 2. 


40 

LETTER DATED lo MARCH 1785 

Mnrnrtjiey a fj {Join led Governor General in succession lo Hastings. 
QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our Governor General having, in his letter dated the 20th 
March 1783. signified his earnest desire that we would nominate a 
successor to the Government of Bengal, we have appointed the Right 
Honourable George Lord Macartney to succeed lo the Government 
General of Bengal upon tlie death, removal or resignation of Warren 
Hastings Esqr. 

2. Our Governor General having, in his letter of the 20th March 
1783. signified his earnest desire that we would nominate a successor to 
the Government of Bengal, we have accordingly appointed Lord 
Macartney as successor to the Government General, and having taken 
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into consideration the long. faithCul and able services of Warren Hastings 
Esar we have unanimously resolved that he be_ permitted to lesig 
the Government of Bengal agreeably to his request contained in the 

above letter. 

9. We have not fixed any particular day for his quitting the Gov- 
crnnient but direct that he take the first convenient opportunity in the 
ensuino’ season, commencing in October next, to return to Europe, and 
as ive liave instructed Lord Macartney to hold himself in' readiness to 
proceed to Bengal immediately after the departure of Mr. Hastings, we 
order that the senior in the Supreme Council, on whom the Govern- 
ment is in the interim to devolve, shall lose no time in conveying to 
Lord Macartney the earliest information of that event. 

We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

Nathl. Smith / W. Devaynes / L. 
Sulivan/J. Smith/ Jno. Woodhouse/ 
Jno, Michie / John Manship / W. 
Bensley/Thos. Parry /George Tatem/ 
Jas. Moffatt/John Motteux/Hugh 
Inglis/ Joseph Sparkes/F. Baring/ 
R. Hall. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 1. 


London, 

the loth March 1785, 
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LETTER DATED ii APRIL 1785 

Edward Ruby \s case — The Institutes of Timur translated by Major 

Ihijiy Danes at C ranquebar to be helped as far as possible — Presidency of 

t'ort Mnrlborouirh reduced to a Residency under the Bengal Government 

-Bencoolen arrack for troops— pepper investment — David Brown and N. 

/ to superintend the education of orphans— commission allowed to 

testdent of Board of Prade on corals and diamonds payable by exporters 

- ndonel I ally’s canal— instructions regarduig silk investment— utility of 

loass rogic/zcc/.v m silk manufacture— contract with Prinsep for indiuo 

disapproved -orders regarding legacy left to Magdalen Hospital Iv 

■nuiiand-orders regarding apprehended suspension of Lord Macartney, 

/• T by Bengal Govonment — Lneknmu Residency 

Church proposed to be built in 
ui,u—dtrechons for supply of indigo. 

Ql R (.uveruor General and Council at Fori William in Bcnmil. 

1. .1 .ICC '1’ 'ra'' Idglumui. ;m<l being suiisncil ihiit ibe 

!■,. |,c.,l,b was ,be cle uf bis proceeding ,o bis 
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siaiioii last season, we have permitted him to return to the Company’s 
service wkli his rank on your establishment. 

2. We liavc taken up the following ships for tlic Company's service 
this season, in addition to and upon the same terms as the otliers men- 
tioned in our letters of the pth December 178,1 and 27th January last, 
and have consigned them to China direct, viz.. 


Hellmonl 

Tons 

• 75S 

Cnpi.aiii 

... Charles .Stewart 

Warren Hastings .. 

• 755 

Do. 

... Thomas Larkins 

Lord Mnairluey .. 

• 7.55 

Do. 

... James Hay 


3. Several captains of llis Majesty's ships who have served in India 
having applied to us requesting that we would give orders for the pay- 
ment of the arrears of the old allowances made to them by tlic Company 
from the time they had declined receiving them in India to the time 
of their sailing from thence, we hereby direct that the said arrears be 
paid to those captains who' may be in India or to the leg;al representa- 
tives of such as are deceased or have returned 10 this country, agreeably 
to the orders given on this subject in our Idler to you of the 25th 
January 1782, paragraphs \J2 ami 113. 

4. We have attentively perused the several papers, received from 
the Presidency of Fort St. George by the Tortoise store ship and by the 
hands of Mr. Staunton, relating to the peace with Tippoo Sultan. Our 
sentiments on that subject are contained in our letter of this day’s date 
to the President and Council of Fort St. George, and as a copy thereof 
forms a number in the present packet it is unnecessary, in this dispatch, 
to enter into a separate discussion of the subject. 

5. Having appointed Nathaniel Smith Esqr., Chairman of our 
Court, William Devaynes Esqr., our Deputy Chairman, and Laurence 
Sulivan Esqr., during the present direction, to be a Secret Committee, 
agreably to and for the purposes stated in the 15th and 16th clauses of 
the Act of the last session of Parliament, Cap. 25, entitled “An Act for 
the better regulation and management of the affairs of the East India 
Company and of the British possessions in India, and for establishing 
a Court of Judicature for the more speedy and effectual trial of persons 
accused of offences committed in the East Indies ", we hereby direct that 
all orders and instructions which you shall receive from our said Secret 
Committee be observed and obeyed with the same punctuality and 
exactness as though they had been sig^ned by thirteen or more members 
of the Court of Directors, agreably to the said Act, 

6. Mr. Edward Raby has requested our permission to return to 
Bengal ^vith his rank in the pilot service, and as it appears from his 
representation, which is supported in many instances by authentic 
documents, that he was admitted ixjto the marine service at your 
Presidency in September 1776, and in the year 1778 tvas made a mate, 
that being in that station belonging to the Tannah schooner, com- 
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inanckd by Captain Sherman, they captured two vessels one belonging 
10 the French, the other to Hyder Aly, and having received crarg o 
prizes he was proceeding, agreeable to his commander s orders to Madias 
when he was unfortunately made prisoner by the French fleet on the 
24th January 1781, off the reef of Trifon, that he was sent to Mauritius 
where he was detained near three years, that upon his aiiiyal on the 
Coast, in a cartel, he proceeded to Calcutta, and having applied to the 
Master Attendant to be re-admitted into the service was informed by 
him that he could not be received in any other station than that of a 
mate, notwithstanding his rank in the service would (as Mr. Raby 
represents) have been that of a master had it not been for the mis- 
fortune of his being taken prisoner as beforementioned, that in conse- 
cpicnce of this disappointment and having received his wages for the 
whole time he was prisoner he left Bengal in March 1784, and came 
home third mate of the Warren Hastings. We have permitted him to 
proceed to Bengal on one of the ships of this season, and direct that 
you cause an enquiry to be made into the several facts abovementioned, 
and if they shall appear to be well founded it is our order that he be 
restored to the service with the rank he would have been entitled to 
if he luid not been made a prisoner of war. 


7. On each of the sliips Rodney and Deptford we send you 12 copies 
of a translation of the Institutes of Timor by Major Davy for the use 
of our servants in Bengal. 


8. The Right I-Ion’ble the Marcpiis of Carmarthen, one of Flis 
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State, has lately transmitted to us a 
letter to his Lordship from the Danes’ Charge des Affaires, a copy of 
which is enclosed, complaining of an unfriendly disposition in your 
Government toivards the Government of Tranquebar, respecting their 
not being supplied with provisions. We have not discovered, from a peru- 
sal of your records, any reason for this complaint on the part of the Danes. 
In order, however, to preserve the good understanding ivhich subsists 
between the two nations we 'hereby direct that you render every assistance 
U) ihe Danish Government at Tranquebar that may not be inconsistent 
with your own more immediate wants and necessities and the wants and 
necessities of our other Presidencies. 


(). Having taken into our serious consideration the situation of 
he C.ompanys settlement at Fort Marlborough and it appearing that the 
U>n.i>iny have noi derived such advantages therefrom as inight been 
de mnim. enormous expence thereof 'we have 
it W, ^r ‘“i"''''' P'esidency to a Residenev in like manner 

il e u nn.w", h '" subordinaev 

■res a,c d 'ike manner as it was under the 

c nknes of 1-ort St. George when formerly a Residency. 

■!'V :"h instlm von “will ‘’V‘; ‘'btrlborough tiated 

.ind Cuimcil niMMi ih ■ that we have direcletl the Presidetu 

• pon the leceijn of our said letter, to obey all orders and 
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ijistniciions which they bliall receive from your Govcruiuciu, aud that 
fjoju ihai time ihcy are to consider themselves entirely under your 
luanagenicnl and control. 

11. We therefore direct that as soon as possible after receipt hereof 
\ou take elfeclual measures for carrying these our orders into execution 
and that, for the present, you render the establishment of that Presidency 
conformably to tvhat it was in 1757, and for your guidance herein we 
transmit accounts of the establishment at Fon Marlborough in that )car. 

12. It is our further order that you immediately take nicasiircs for 
ihe reduction of all the losses and charges of the Fort Marlborough 
establishment within £27,C5,{ per annum, which was the expcncc thereof 
in the year 1757, and we positively direct that the said amount be not 
exceeded on any account or pretence wliaisocvcr, and as we trust that 
the revenues and profits of that scttlcincni will not be diininislied by 
this reduction we exjicct that the Company will derive an advantage of 
about £3.1.000 annually therefrom. 

13. In consequence of our having reduced the Presidency at Fort 
Marlborough to a mere Residency we have, in tlie strongest terms, pro- 
hibited our servants there drawing bills oLcxcliangc upon the Company. 
However, whenever from unavoidable circumstances you shall be under 
the absolute necessity of passing any drafts upon us, ^vc direct that you 
allow them such a proportion of the amount thereof as shall be con- 
sistent ^vith their former indulgence in this respect. 

14. As -we conceive that great benefit may arise from encouraging 
the sale of arrack of the produce of Bencoolen at our other settlements 
and thereby render it unnecessary for us to send dollars for the purchase 
of pepper we direct that you afford every encouragement in your power 
to the sale of Bencoolen arrack at your Presidency by causing our troops 
to be supplied with that spirit instead of Batavia arrack, if you shall 
be of opinion that no inconvenience can arise therefrom. 

15. All your proceedings respecting tlie Company’s affairs at Fort 
Marlborough must be kept separate from your proceedings concerning 
your own Government and transmitted to us in duplicate. 

16. Herewith you will receive a packet directed to the President 
and Council at Fort Marlborough containing our orders for reducing 
that Government to a Residency, which must be forwarded thither by 
the earliest conveyance. 

17. Fully relying on your zeal and attachment to the Company’s 
interest we have no doubt of your carrying these orders into effect and 
we persuade ourselves that you will render the pepper investment as 
beneficial as possible. And should any of our servants, either civil or 
military, attempt to obstruct the execution of these orders wc authorize 
you to suspend them the Company’s service. 
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,9 T( is wilh nkasure we observe that the buyers in geiieial have 

Mghi;:co— *e cargos^w^ 

dnVance of 'attention in the Company’s sevvants to keep up Uie goods 
to the fabrick and assortment of those cargos will strongly evince llieii 
“ttachnient m the Company’s interest and if any -f-uon in ^ace cai 
be effected without debasing die quality of the goods it will leiidei the 

Company essential service. 

19. We have permitted Mr. Thomas Henchman to return to his 
rank in our civil service at your Piesidency. 


20. We have permitted Messrs. Harry Verelst Darell and Charles 
Andrew Bruce, whom we appointed writers for your Presidency in the 
season of 1782, to proceed to their duty on the ship Dullon without 
prejudice to their rank. 


21. We have also permitted Messrs. Christopher Roberts and William 
Towers Smith, who were appointed writers for your Presidency in the 
same season, to remain in England until next season without prejudice 
Lo their rank. 


22. We have permitted Mr. Philip Prothero to proceed to Bengal 
and remain there three years for the purpose of settling the affairs of 
his deceased brother. 


23. We have permitted Messrs. David Brown and N. Thomas with 
their wives to proceed to Bengal, at their own expence, to superintend 
the education of the orphans of the officers and soldiers on your estab- 
lishment in consequence of the plan that has been adopted for the main- 
tenance of the said orphans. 


24. The following persons have our permission to proceed to India 
under free mariners’ indenture; Richard Samuel Hassard (abroad), 
William Parsons, John Wilson, Thomas Stocks, James Phillips, James 
Hamilton, James Callender, Matthew Lewis, John Carse, Robert Fergusson, 
William Macintosh, John Molloy, John Pollard, John Rose, Andrew 
Waddell, John Chalmers, William Hunter. 


25. Having omitted to notice to you that on the 2nd of April 
we permitted Mr. Francis Kemp to remain in India under free mariners’ 
indentures tve now acquaint you therewith. 


P^mitted to proceed to India as assistant 
in nnv resolution which was communicated to you 

rv e Company’s 

ioUu Corlr t n n-T""''’"”’ Gardiner, George Ranken, 

Smith. Edward 

° ’ lacleod, John Castairs, Thomas Casement, James Arthur, 
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iLilwaril 'r timer, Charles l-ylfc, George Tosliech, James Nasymtli, Midiael 
Kearns, Cliarles Todd, William Johnsuti. 

27. We have considered your proceedings, on the reference ton- 
lainetl in the (J51I1 paragraph of your General Letter dated the 2grd 
October 1783, respecting a condiiional interest bond granted to Mr. IMiilip 
Milner Dacres, for the ainouiu of his commission upon coral and dia- 
monds during the lime he was President of the Board pf Trade; and 
although in the i3ih paragraph of our instructions dated the 29th March 
• 771 ' permitted the President of our Board of Trade to receive the 
tisual commission on coral and diamonds, in addition to his salary of 
jTyooo per annum, yet, it was not our intention that the amount thereof 
should be paid by the Com]>any but that it should be paid by the 
exporters. We therefore direct that a part of the amount of tlic bond be 
j>aid to Miv Dacres or his attornies, but that the same be cancelled imme- 
diately on receipt hereof. 

28. \Vc have received a memorial from Mrs. Anna Maria Tolly, 
widow of the late Lieutenant Colonel William Tolly, praying for an 
extension of the lease granted to her deceased husband of lands for the 
purpose of opening a navigation from Calcutta to the Basiern Provinces, 
and being well satisfied of the utility of the canal opened by Colonel 
Tolly in consequence of the above lease and the considerable cxpence 
that he has incurred in carrying it into execution we direct that you 
grant an extention of the lease to Mrs. Tolly for the term of 15 years 
after the expiration of the present lease under such regulations and res- 
trictions as arc specified in the accompanying paper drawn by the Com- 
pany's solicitor for that purpose. 

29. In our letter of the 27ih January last we acquainted you that 
in consequence of the request made by Captain Harvey and Captain 
Alexander Wyiich for permission to exchange their respective ranks and 
situations we had removed the former to the Fort St. George establish- 
ment and the latter to your establishment, but having from subsequent 
circumstances had reason to entertain doubts of Captain Harvey’s inten- 
tion to return to India to serve the Company and these doubts having 
been confirmed by Captain Harvey himself, whom we called before us and 
examined on this point, we have rescinded the said exchange. 

30. Since writing the foregoing paragraphs wc have received your 
dispatches by His Majesty’s ship Juno, and shall take an early opportunity 
of giving our orders and directions on such parts thereof as may appear 
to demand our attention. 

31. Having taken into most serious consideration the raw silk invest- 
ment and considering the great importance it is of as well to the manu- 
facturers of this country as to the Company that the annual purchases 
at Bengal should be uniform and well conducted we have caused a very 
strict examination to be made into the parcels imported by the Winlerlon, 
Norfolk, Atlas, Barwell, and Busbridge, and sold at our sale in the month 
of January last. 
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12 Messrs Tailock and Faucne, two very competent judges of that 
artic e and p ncipal purchasers at our sales, have careh.Uy eKanuned 
evm bale oE those parcels and we transn.it you herewith a copy ot the.t 
tetti- and remarks oS the subject. See nos. 4.2 and 43 tu the accompanying 

packet. 


0,3. Wc also send you hevewith catalogues 
prices filled up at which each bale was sold, w 
remarks made by the above named persons. 


of that sale, witii the 
hich will elucidate the 


34. We have to lament that the inspection abovemeiuioned should 
prove to us the very great inattention of our Board of frade to our strong 
and repeated orders respecting the quality and size of silk to be sent home. 

313. As it is our earnest wish to supply the diffeient inahufacturcis 
with^the sorts of silk most suitable to their consumption, and in such 
quantities as shall neither be a scanty provision or so much overstock 
the market as to be greatly detrimental to the Company, we direct that 
you do provide annually; 

Great lbs. Small lbs. 

120.000 or 180.000 of the old reeld silk. 

240.000 360.000 of the Novi or new reeld silk. 


360.000 540.000 

36. And that our Board of Trade may not again commit the same 
error of sending silk of improper quality and size we forward to you, by 
each of the ships Rodney^ Deptford and Dutton, a bundle containing 
30 small parcels, each of which consists of three different sizes of filatine 
[.s/c] raw silk marked A, B and C. These samples are to be sent to each 
filature employed for the Company’s investment, and we direct that 1/5 of 
the 360.000 small lbs. of filature silk abovementioned be wound off equal 
in quality and size (neither coarser nor finer) than the sample A, 2/5 of the 
said 360.000 small lbs. equal in size but not coarser than the sample B, 
and the remaining 2/5 equal in size to the letter C; if however this 
assortment should be reeled a little coarser it will not prejudice the sale 
provided the silk is wound off perfectly even, round and clean. 


37. Haying thus signified our orders respecting the quality, size 
and proportional quantity of silk to be shipped we expect our Board of 
liade will take particular care that the different persons employed in 
})iovidmg it for the Company do implicitly conform thereto. 


And to enable us the better to ascertain any deviation thcre- 
10m ne lave directed a sufficient number of samples to be kept here 
wi 111 which wc shall compare the silk our Board of trade may send home 

receipt of these advices, and if any should be found 
determined to return it back to Bengal and 

fni- b- ” Board of Trade responsible to us as well 

s cost as for all losses and charges that shall be' attendant thereupon. 

i6 
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39. It has been an object of much concern to us to find that not- 
withstanding the sums that have been sacrificed and so severely felt by 
the Company to the perfecting this branch of our investment, tlie silk pro- 
duced in Bengal, while [ivherc] labour is infinitely cheaper than in Italy, 
should leave a considerable loss whilst that from Italy gives a regular 
profit. We observe however with pleasure the reduction of price you have 
accomplished in your late purchases of silk and we doubt not a conti- 
nuance of your exertions to obtain still further reductions as nothing but 
a moderation therein can induce us to continue large imports of that 
article. The very great benefit that will result from an increase of con- 
sumption, considered as well with a view to the supplying our silk manu- 
facturers tvith this raiv material in abundance on reasonable terms as to 
the means of remittance from your Presidency without prejudicing the 
circulation of the country, induces us to extend our orders and to enjoin 
you, in the most positive manner, to be attentive both to the price and 
to the (juality of wliat our Board of Trade may purchase in obedience 
to the orders. 

.JO. We think it necessary to inform yon that Parliament in the last 
session laid an additional duty of es Qd on each great pound of 24 ounces 
of raw silk imported into this country which tvill in some degree operate 
to the prejudice of that article. The whole duty now payable thereon 
is 4s 4d, 80 [sic] per pound of 24 ounces. 

41. It is our earnest wish to resume our exclusive right in the trade 
of raw silk as soon as ever the state of our funds shall admit. To this end 
we wrote you, under date the 16 March last, that as soon as ever you 
sliould perceive a prospect of being enabled to restore the accustomed 
quantity of silk to our investment without drawing bills, lessening the 
quantity of piece goods or other necessary applications of the territorial 
revenue you were then to give the necessary notice of 2 years to the 
individuals engaged in that article and repossess yourselves of the filatures 
and reassume the exercise of our exclusive right in this article. 

42. These orders were given under the presumption that our 
former orders for giving up this branch to individuals had been cariied 
into execution; but as we find, by the receipt of your subsequent advices, 
that you had adopted a mean between relinquishing the trade wholly 
from the Company and giving it wholly to individuals, by resolving to 
invest 15 lacks in that article on the Company's account, and permitting 
a participation in individuals to the like amount, we presume the filatures 
are yet in the Company’s possession and that there will be no bar to 
carrying the above orders into instant effect. If however, upon the 
receipt of these advices, you should be under any existing engagements 
with individuals, which will prevent the full execution of these orders 
without violating the faith of such engagements, we leave you discretionary 
powers to execute them in such manner as shall, as far as possible, 
preserve the spirit of them without being injurious to individuals, and 
we here again repeat that you take the necessary measures, in the most 
speedy manner possible, to bring this branch of our investment back to its 
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former channel. We do not mean, by these orders, to establish m the 
Company a monopoly in the manufacture ^ of raw silk in the Bengal 
provhices, but- merely to resume in proper tune the Company s exclusive 
rio-ht of bringing it from thence to this kingdom, and to revoke the 
privilege formerly given, to our servants of sending that article to Europe 
on their own private account. 


43 We have taken into consideration the several paragraphs in the 
letters from the Board of Trade, under dates the 38th August and 28th 
November 1781, and 28th November 1782, together with the opinions 
of the Residents of our several silk factories referred to therein, on the 
utility of the brass cog wheels and crossing machines, used in the manu- 
facturing of raw silk. In our letter of the 12th July 1782, among othei 
remarks we stated that the brass cog wheels were not intended to perform 
different variations from the wooden ones as both of them were acting 
perfectly the same after the Piedmontese principle, which was the only 
one we could permit to be made use of, and that whether they were 
made of wood, brass or iron it mattered not provided they were kept in 
order. We have now to observe that upon an examination of the silk 
sold at the last sale it appears that keeping the wooden wheels in order 
has been greatly neglected, and that in working them the reeler from 
ignorance misplaces the wheels by putting the one of 25 teeth in contact 
with that of the 35 instead of the 22, whereby the variation so necessary 
to facilitate the winding the silk at the mill is prevented; these incon- 
veniencies we foresaw in the use of the wooden wheels, and it was so 
far we considered the brass cog wheels an improvement as by the machine 
being constructed wholly in one frame it put it out of the power of the 
natives to commit these mistakes. • 


4.4. There is likewise another error which the wood reels are liable 
to. The small wheels of 22 and 25 teeth are apt to turn round upon 
their axis, which must be prevented by making the axis square and the 
hole in the wheel square and firmly rivetted together. 

45. In regard to the durability of the brass cog wheels wc are 
persuaded if they are kept properly oiled and cleaned (neither of which 
we tear has been the case) they would last many years. The steel axis 
should be oiled every day or as often as wanted, and the wheels should 

be covered from dust and cleaned as often as experience might shew 
they require. ' ° 


in-irli to transmit you, by some future dispatch, a few reels 

•uid strength to the last, with the wheels of double thickness 

holes to receivo hardened steel instead of brass, with 

These imnvor to make the operation of oiling more easy, 

of in the^fnr conceive, will remedy the defects complained 

m cl riburn "P™ of *em, that 

c“™,mn or,b ” C*' “tal and that you 

e result oE such trial to us with all convenient expedition. 
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47. \Vc also dirccl iliat a few of ihc reels that arc worn out may 
be carefully packed and sent Itoinc to iis by some of the returning ships, 
noting how long they were in use in order that, by air inspection of 
theit: defects, it may be discovered whether any and what means may 
be adoj)tcd to remedy the same. 

.j8. In our list of investment, transmitted you under date the jGih 
Nfarch 178.J, wo sent you an account of several particulars relative to 
indigo, which we hope became an i)bject of your serious consideration. 
\Ve now transmit you a sitnilar account of what was sold in September 
sale 178,1, and shall take the lirst opportunity, that shall olfcr after it 
can be made up, of sending you the like account respecting what was 
sold the beginning of the month. ^Vc direct, that, you immediately on 
the receipt of this proceed to investigate minutely those accounts and 
report to vis to what cause it is owing that there is so material a difference 
between your weights and ours. A portion of our loss in this article 
arises from ilieso <li/Fercnccs which we fear has been owing to its being 
packed in a damp state. There seems also to have been great neglect 
in taring, as our account of fares exceed yours on the quantity mentioned 
ill that account no less than 7753 lbs. This in so valuable an article 
as indigo at a prime cost of 7s. per Ib. is a most serious object and on 
which we demand the most full and complete information you may be 
able to afford. 

49. In respect to indigo in general we are of opinion if proper 
care is taken in the purchases, in regard to its price and quality, it 
might become a beneficial article of our commerce. Hitherto it seems 
only to have engaged your attention in a view as a means of remittance; 
in this however it has failed considerably owing to the high prices at 
which it has been purchased. In your proceedings respecting the first 
contract you made with Mr. Princep hi lyyg for that article at rupees 
5-8 per seer it was expressly held forth “ that that price would hereafter 
lessen in proportion as the quantity demanded, and that saving of the 
expellees after the first outset and heavy charges of necessary implements 
and buildings are repaid by sales to the planter.” After the completion 
of so extensive a contract of 2000 maunds, in the first instance at rupees 5-8 
per seer, we expected to have reaped the benefit of any future purchases 
at an immediate reduced price, and it was to this we looked for reimburse- 
ment for our losses upon the first contract. It was not therefore without 
displeasure that we found you had in 1782 made a further contract for 
1600 maunds at a reduction in price of only 8 annas per seer. This, wc 
informed you in our last investment, was by no means such a reduction 
as we had a right to expect or such as would render it an article in which 
we could engage. We have nevertheless the mortification to experience 
that you have still made a further contract with Mr. Princep to the 
amount of 3 lacks at the same price. We observe you state this contract 
to have been given as a compensation or compromise to Mr. Princep 
for having given up a point in dispute between the Company and him 
respecting the building at Pultah. We do not mean here to enter into 
the^ merits of the dispute between Mr. Princep and the Company: that 
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Mr Princeo may have deserved well of the Company in giving up the 

point alluded to we can readily allow, that it was 

nf Trade to bestow upon him some mark of the P , 

can easily admit but that the gratification should have been in a lucrative 

and extensive contract we can by no means approve; such a 

does not partake of that mercantile fairness we wish should take place 

in all our commercial proceedings. Had the reward been 

should have had an opportunity of judging its proportion to Mi. P 

services. It is at present indefinite. What have been the Company s losses 

upon that contract the accompanying account of the sale price will shew, 

what have been Mr. Frincep’s gains it is impossible to judge. 


50. You will now by having every information respecting the sale 
of indigo fully before you be perfect masters of the subject. It is our 
wish to encourage an increase of this article to as great an extent as 
possible, whenever from its improved quality and reduced price you 
shall judge there is a fair and reasonable prospect of its yielding a 
suitable profit. 


51. Observing that there frequently happens in the same package 
indigo of very different qualitys, we have selected a number of samples 
of the quality most approved, to which you will not fail to pay the 
strictest attention. 


52. We direct that our Board of Trade do caution the several 
officers under their department to be more attentive, in future, in packing 
the goods in order that those of one description may not come invoiced 
under that of another, as such mistakes prove a very great inconvenience 
and expence to the Company by the goods being returned upon their 
hands. Repeated complaints have been made by the buyers that several 
articles of piece goods (blue cloth and chintz in particular) do not run 
ihe length and breadth at which they are invoiced. In all such cases the 
Company are called upon by the buyers either to refund the difference 
at the sale price between the invoice and the actual lengths and breadths 
or to receive back the goods, which is a great loss to the Company. As 
the cause of this complaint originates in the want of attention in the 
servants of the export warehouse, it is our order that the Board of Trade 
do express to those officers our great dissatisfaction with such repeated 
msiances of their negligence, assuring them that if after receiving notice 
hereof they shall be guilty of any misconduct of the like nature they 
w>U not fail to experience more severe marks of our displeasure. 


;) 3 - Several of the managing owners of our freight ships have latelv 
acklressed a memorial to us complaining of very great inconvenience 
•n rung to the Europe ships in consequence of a rule, ordinance and 
icgulauon made by you on the loth day of March 1783. “ for ascertaining 
c ixmg tie wages to be paid to the native seafaring men belono-ino- 
■iKo securing the same to the said men, a” 

from ih . Pioviding the ships and vessels navigating to and 

Smnem ♦ C I ”> ordered bv the 

i c .omt of judicature on the iGth June 1783 to be then pubrishetl. 
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5.1. \Vc have duly considered the cllcct of the said rule, ordinance 
and regulation, and are not able to gain sufficient information upon the 
subject to judge ^vhelhe^ some rcguiatioa may not be oroper for the 
country trade, but in respect to the Europe freighted shins these regula- 
tions appear to be productive of additional expense to tlie owners, trouble 
to the commanders and officers, a risk of delay to the ships, a danger 
of not being supplied with good seamen, and no probability of its being 
productive of any benefit. 

55. And His Majesty having on our representation been pleased 
to disallow the said rule, ordinance and regulation wc transmit )0u, by 
the ship Rodney, the warrant for disallowing the same and attested 
copys thereof by the ships Deptford and Dutton. 

5G. If experience has proved the utility of the said rule, ordinance 
and regulation iji any degree respecting the country trade a netv one may 
be made to extend to such trade only ami expressly exclude the Europe 
ships. 


57. Herewith you will receive a copy of the commission appointing 
Rawson Hart Boddatn Esqr. to be President and Governor and the 
Commander in Chief of the Company’s forces for the time being, together 
with Robert Sparks and Richard Church Esqrs. to be the Council at 
Bombay; also a cop) of the commission appointing Mr. Boddam to be 
Governor atid Commander in Chief of the castle, garrison and totvn of 
Bombay. 

58. ^Ve have permitted our supracargoes to provide such additional 
resources as their prudence shall suggest to be necessary to enable them 
to furnish cargos for the great number of ships we have consigned to 
China this season, and directed if in consequence of the said permission 
they shall find it expedient to draw upon your Presidency that they fail 
not to give you timely notice and full information thereof, in order that 
you may be ready to answer their demands as they arise. It is therefore 
our positive injunction that you comply with their requisitions to the 
utmost of your power. 

59. Having received an application from the Governors of the 
Magdalen Hospital requesting our interposition in order that the charity 
may recover the amount of a legacy left to them by the late Omichund 
in Bengal, we hereby direct that you receive the same into our treasury 
at interest, and that such principle and interest be paid, from time to 
time, to the person or oersons who shall be authorised by the Governors 
of the said charity to receive the same. 

60. We are sorry to observe the height to which disputes have 
arisen bet^veen our Governor Genera! and Council and the President 
and Select Committee at Fort St. George, in so much as to create a 
suspicion with some whether the former may not have proceeded to the 
suspension of Lord Macartney, in consequence of his Lordship and the 
Select Committee declining to comply with the orders of the Bengal 
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Governmem for opening a new negotiation with Tippoo Sultan to procure 
from him a declaration in the treaty respecting the Nabob of Arcot. 
We do not suppose such an event has taken place, but m or 
ao-ainst the possibility thereof, and to remove any doubts which may 
exist in the minds of any of our servants >vhether after such a suspension 
his Lordship ought to be allowed to resume the Government of Madrass 
or to be admitted to the office of Governor General of Bengal, we think 
it rio-ht hereby to declare it to be our express order that, should such 
an event have happened (of which our late advices from Fort St. George 
express some apprehension) in consequence, as before observed, of his 
Lordship’s declining to comply with the orders of the Bengal Government 
for opening a new negociation with Tippoo Sultan to procure from him 
a declaration in the treaty respecting the Nabob of Arcot, Lord Macartney 
be nevertheless allowed to resume the Government of Madras and 
be admitted to the office of Governor General of Bengal, in like mannei 
as if no such suspension had taken place. 


61. Herewith you will receive copy of a letter we have written to 
Lord Macartney to be delivered to his Lordship in the event of its 
meeting him on his voyage to Euroipe, should he have quitted the Gov- 
ernment of Madras, in order that he may immediately return to India 
and resume that Government until he shall receive notice of Mr. Hastings’s 
departure from Fort William; we also enclose you copy of a letter we 
have written to Fort St. George upon the same subject. 


62. John Hollond^ Esqr., whom we had aippointed to succeed Lord 
Macartney in the Government of Fort St. George, having requested our 
permission to resign that appointment on account of his ill state of 
health we have in consequence of Mr. Hollond’s resignation appointed 
Archibald Campbell Esqr. to succeed to the Government of Fort St. 
George upon the death, removal or resignation of Lord Macartney; he 
will take his passage early in the month of June next. 


63. The resolution you passed on the 31st December 1783 to with- 
draw the Residency from Lucknow, and to accept the offer made by the 
Vizier and his minister to give the -security of bankers of known credit 
and responsibility for the payment of the balance due to the Company 
and the current kists, has our approbation; but by this approbation it 
IS by no means our intention either on the one hand to condemn the 
condiict of our Residents or on the other to preclude ourselves from 
examining into the complaints exhibited against them by the Vizier 
nrrl approve likewise of the continuance of an 

Loom receiver at Lucknow, so long as any of the Company’s 

bT TnS the Vizier’s dominions, whose business must 

bttween ,be Sr adjusting and keeping the accounts 

for thosp Company, receiving the stipulated subsidy 

shal Tl fnV for appropriating the same in such 'manner as you 

snail think proper to direct. 


64. A bill of exchange, drawn by you, payable to Messrs. Wheler 
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Higginsoii and Company, dated ist December 1783, for rupees 2240 was 
in September last presented to us for acceptance, and although several 
ships have arrived from your Presidency that sailed from thence siitce 
the date of the bill ^vc have not received advice thereof, but being 
satisfied that it was regularly .drawn we have accepted the same, and 
direct that you be particularly careful to prevent the like omission in 
future. 

bj. We have attentively considered the proceedings referred to in 
the Gist paragraph of your Revenue Letter, dated the 28th October 1783, 
respecting the extension of the lerin of the lease of mines in Raingur 
granted by ilic Rajah of that district to Mr. Archibald Kier, 

G6. As you had received our letters of the 25th January and i2ih 
July 1782, which contained our sentiments respecting your grants to 
Mr. Princep and Mr. Killican, and the reasons on which our express 
orders for annulling the same were founded, we cannot avoid expressing 
our surpriie that you should confirm to Mr. Ricr the extension of the 
term of his lease, even with the reservation to us of the potver of annulling 
it. Wc, therefore, totally disapproving of all such grants under any cir- 
cumstances whatever, direct that you annul the extension of the term 
of the said lease, and it is our positive order that you discourage, to 
the utmost of your power, the working of mines wln'ch produce ores 
from which are extracted any of those metals which constitute a very 
valuable part of the manufactures of this country. 

67. We hereby direct that so soon as possible after the receipt 
hereof you report to us the situation and emplovment of the several 
persons under your Presidency 10 whom free mariners’ indentures have 
been granted. 

68. Having considered your advices respecting the church proposed 
to be built by public contribution in the town of Calcutta and being 
very desirous of encouraging so laudable a design we have resolved that 
the sum of £1200 be presented by the CiOmpany towards the provision 
of communion plate, an organ, a clock, bells, and velvet for the pulpit, 
desk and communion table for the said church. 

69. The Governors of the Foundling Hospital having requested 
our interposition in order that the charity may recover the amoimt of a 
legacy left to them by the late Omichund in Bengal, we direct that you 
receive the same into our treasury at interest and that such principal 
and interest be paid, from time to lime, to the person or persons who 
shall be authorized by the Governors of the said charity to receive ihc 
same. 

70. We have unanimously resolved to confirm Brigadier General 
Lawrence Nilsnn in his appointment of Commander in Chief of the 
Company’s forces under the Presidency of Bombay. A copy of his 
commission is enclosed. 
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71. The following persons whom we appointed^ cadets for your 
Presidency of the season of 178s proceed thither this season without 
prejudice to their rank, viz., 

For the infantry 

Benjamin Mee 
Jeremiah Martin Johnson 

For the artillery 

James Alexander 

7s. The samples of indigo, mentioned in the former part of this 
letter, you will receive in a box apart they are numbered from 1 to 10 +, 
and under No. 49 in the packet, you have our remarks and opinions 
on both the quality and prices which, we apprehend, they may continue 
to sell for at our sales. We are confident that with care in selecting the 
qualities which will suit this country it might as we before observed 
prove beneficial, as the article is generally esteemed and will be more 
so as it becomes more known, being of a strong good quality. At present 
there is a prejudice against it from its shape and appearance, which we 
conceive might be easily remedied by making it in squares of about 
nV to 2 inches like the sample No. 2, which will make it resemble and 
answer every purpose of that which is made by the French at St. Domingo, 
which is in high estimation. If in forming or drying the indigo the 
sand and dirt which adheres to the outside could be avoided, it would 
render it more pleasing to the eye and more saleable as frequent com- 
plaints have been made that the sand injures the mills in gxinding it. 


73. We have besides the large samples, which are numbered, selected 
a few particular stones of rich fine copper marked C and fine purple 
marked P, which are the qualities’ that will always please and fincl a 
ready and good sale. Low qualities, we desire, may be avoided as there 
is annually a great supply of Carolina indigo at low prices which will 
answer the same purposes, and which, from the low freight and small 
expence attending the importation, will always have an advantage over 
any of the like cpialities imported by us. 


74. Several officers of His Majesty’s regiments having applied to 
us for the usual allowance for passage money from India and' several 
emumanders of the Company’s ships having likewise applied to us for 
the ex pence of accommodating the King’s officers at their table in their 
passage for Kurope, we find, upon enquiry, that no regular sums have 
P‘t Oeen settled for the accommodation of King’s officers returning home. 
JUt t rat the sum of £80 each has been paid at Fort St. George as an 
a hnvance for passage nroney to officers o'f different rank, and the sum 

a't Uoiulnv captain aird £65 to an ensign and Hentenam 


in 


7.")- Having 
inline no lai<> 

O 


taken this matter into consideration we direct that 
er sums than the following be paid to the oificers of 
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His Majesty’s rcgiineius for the cxpcncc of their passage front India, viz., 
Lieutenant Colonel and Major ... ... £85 

Captain ... ... ... ... £80 

All other connnission and stalf ... ... £(>5 

whicli said rcsjicciive sums arc to be paid to the several officers, each 
according to his rattk before his departure from your settlement, and 
YOU must not fail from time to time to advise us of such payments. 

70. In additioti to the sltips already advised we have taken up the 
Earl Tiilhol, burthen 758 tons, Oiptain Robert Taylor, upon the same 
terms as tlie other, and consigned her to Coast and China. 

77. \Vc transmit a list of goods to be provided at your Presidency 
for the ships taken into the Company's ser\’icc in the season of 1784. 
to which we require your strict obedience. 

78. A mistake having arisen in the rank assigned to Mr. Charles 
Andrew Bruce, whom we appointed a writer for your Presidency in the 
season of 1782, wo direct that instead of his present rank of 25th he 
be placed 6th on the list of writers for that year, next below Mr. Thomas 
Godfrey Lushington. 

79. The Reverend Mr. Johnson, one of our chaplains at your 
Presidency, having requested his friends to provide a person to be sent 
to Bengal who is properly qualified to officiate as clerk to the church 
and schoolmaster of a charity school there, and as we have received a 
very favorable character of Mr. Robert Hollier we have permitted him 
to proceed thither accordingly. It is not however our intention that 
Mr. Hollier should be appointed to the employment of clerk to the 
church on his arrival if the person holding that appointment at that 
period shall have been found capable, but in such case Mr. Hollier do 
succeed thereto on the first vacancy. We have permitted Mr. Hollier 
to take his wife, and have provided them with a passage on the ship Dutton. 

80. In our letter of the 28th January 1784, we recommended it 
to you to consider whether the transferring the Bombay bond debt to 
your Presidency, and engrafting it upon your own bond debt, might not 
be more consistent with the general interest than leaving it at Bombay, 
and directed you, in the meantime, to afford that Presidency every assis- 
tance, in your power, to enable them to provide for the regular payment 
of the interest thereon. In our letter of the 9th December following 
we acquainted you with the distresses experienced by those who were 
concerned in that debt; and upon considering how much the credit of 
the Company and the case of individuals might suffer thereby we, in 
the most positive manner, directed you to exert yourselves in remitting 
annually to Bombay whatever could be spared towards the payment of 
the interest on the bond debt of that Presidency. 

81. In consequence of the pressing applications from such of the 
Bombay creditors as are now in England that we would adopt some 
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linal regulation for the relief of their distresses, we have taken this subject 
ao’ain into our most serious consideration, and are of opinion that these 
claimants are entitled to equal attention with the bond holders at our 
other Presidencies. 

82. But as we wish to avail ourselves of your opinion, in conse- 
quence of our letter of the 21st January 1784, as to the expediency 
of consolidating the Bombay debt with the debts at your Presidency, and 
how far the Company’s credit and interest in India might be affected 
thereby, before we decide on what lAeasures ought finally to be adopted 
towards the liquidation of the Bombay bond debt, we do positively direct 
you to furnish that Presidency with the means of providing for the 
regular payment of the interest thereon, at the same rate of interest 
and in the same proportion as you may make provision for the payment 
of the interest on the bond debt of your Presidency, without the smallest 
degree of partiality, and should the interest on your bond debt be reduced 
at any future period, the interest on the Bombay debt is to suffer an 
equal reduction. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

Nathl. Smith / W. Devaynes / L. 
Sulivan/John Motteux/W. Bensley/ 
Thos. Parry/F. Baring/John Man- 
ship/ Jno. Woodhouse/Jno. Michie/ 
George Tatem / J. Smith / Joseph 
Sparkes/Jas. Moffatt/Paul Le Mesu- 
rier/Hugh Inglis/E. Boehm/R. Hall/ 
Step. Lushington / John Hunter / 
W.- Mills. 

Company’s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 1. 


London, 

the 11th April 1785. 


ENCLOSURE 


(Vide paragraph 61) 

QUR President and Council at Fort St. George. 

ordeJ' o£ the East India Company do hereby 
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and settlements in India, and to give such otders as the case wiH admit 
for every practicable retrenchment and reduction in the 6amc. 

o A compliance with the directions of the statute to the full extent 
of the provisions of the above recited clause must require a very extensive 
and laborious investigation in order to determine upon permanent princi- 
ples the various establishments of the Company m their different settle- 
ments in India. We are now engaged in this investigation and shall, 
without intermission, continue in it till we arc thereby enabled to convey 
to you our final directions. But when we consider, the present distiessed 
situation of the Company’s affairs, the great load of debt by. which they 
are encumbered at home and abroad, and above all the laige sum of 
arrears due to the army, tve think it our duty to give such immediate 
orders as may' lead to a relief through the means of such ictienchments 
as obviously suggest themselves upon the first viciv of the subject. 


3. To this object solely we mean at present to confine ourselves 
upon the subject of establishments, and you are to consider our present 
directions by no means as conclusivCi either with regard to the extent 
of the reductions to be made or to the mode in which our establishments 
arc in future to be regulated, but as arrangements temporary in their 
nature and requiring therefore an immediate and implicit obedience. 


4. The revenues of Bengal demand our earliest attention. We shall 
not now enter into the merits or expediency of the plan adopted by 
you in the year 1781 for the administration of the revenues, but as in 
the present distressing situation of affairs at your Presidency the extent 
of the allowances for commission etc. cannot possibly be suffered, and 
it being absolutely necessary to commence an immediate saving in the 
material branch of our resources, we have come to the unanimous resolu- 
tion and do hereby positively direct that the charges of collection, the 
allowances to Zemindars, the expences for the courts of adawlut and 
the .stipends to the Nabob and his ministers shall not henceforth exceed 
the annual sum of 72 lacks of sicca rupees. 

5. In fixing this limitation of expence we have grounded our orders 
upon the cxpence of the different heads of charges as they stood in 
\ 77 t>/ 7 . agreeable to the revenue accounts of that year sent home bv 
the Duke of Portland. 


6 . 


Plolding you therefore bound to reduce the expences in 


the 


miicle.s above enumerated to a sum not exceeding 72 lacks of rupee 
c further direct you to the observance of the following rules in carryim 
rc rTr reduction into execution. We take it for granted, anc 

'enonnm ^ correspondence, that th, 

ilu- i ^ expenses of the Revenue Department, betweci 

■llhioL u: / r ^ '""P’ unreasonable 

•issvirance- rnnf ^ contingent nature. We presume, from the 
-ih \pril paragraph of your letter dated the 

‘‘ ' ^ Wti have already made a considerable progress it 
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reducing ilic excesses which have arisen in this branch, and we rely 
upon your zeal and firmness to persevere in a minute investigation of 
those expenses so that in future every article which is not of absolute 
necessity may be restrained. But if from the progress already made a 
sulliciciit fund shall not result to enable you to carry our positive order 
into execution, tve direct that the whole olliccs under the Revenue 
Department sliall undergo a proportional defalcation of so much per 
cent upon the whole aggregate sum of their salary and emoluments as 
may answer the purpose of that reduction we have ordered immediately 
to take place. We have only further to add upon this subject that if 
the proportional defalcation from the salaries and emolumcius of each 
oflicc shall be found necessary, agrcablc to the last general rule we have 
suggested, it shall not operate so as to create any reduction from the 
stipends or allowances to the Nabob or his ministers, or to the annual 
allowances to zemindars or other natives entitled to stipends in virtue 
of positive stipulations with your Government. 

7. ^Vc shall now give you our directions for some immediate 
rcircnchmcnt in the collection of the customs in Bengal as constituting 
the second branch of revenue. 

8. And here we remark with concern that the allou-ances for com- 
mission given to the members of the Board of Customs have exceeded 
all reasonable bouu<ls, and which alone have increased the charges 
incurred in collecting the customs to more than double their amount 
in former years. The estimated emoluments to the collectors of Moor- 
shedabad, Calcutta, Patna and Dacca wc also consider too high, especially 
as on the general plan of reform, necessary to be made, they tvill probably 
exceed the allowances to offices of greater trust and importance. 

9. We have therefore determined that the Board of Customs shall 
be abolished forthwith and the management of the customs committed 
to the charge of the Committee of Revenues but ■without any addition 
to their allowances on this account. 

10. The allowances to the collectors of Government customs must 
be reduced to what they were in 1776, and the fees on ratcanas at the 
present rate collected for the Company, but the whole expense of collect- 
ing the Government customs must be included in the 72 lacks appro- 
priated for the charges of the revenues. 

11. In respect to the Company’s Custom Master wc direct that 
instead of his present salary of current rupees 1900 per month he be 
allowed current rupees 1000 per month, and the allowances to his deputy 
must be reduced to current rupees 500 per month. 

12. We consider the profits arising from salt as the third branch 
of our revenue- By the account entered on your Revenue Consultations 
of January 1784, the proBts on the salt of 1781/2, made out to the end 
of April 1783, after deducting what belongs to the former years' account. 
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stated at sicca rupees 49,15,802, 10 per cent on which for commissioin 
to the Comptroller and agents will be sicca rupees 4,91-580 or upwards 
of £ sterling 60,000. 


10. We imagine the success of the plan has exceeded your expecta- 
tions when you settled this commission; we cannot however, in justice 
to our other servants, suffer the Comptroller and agents to draw such 
excessive emoluments as the division of so large a sum m the proportions 
fixed, added to the salaries given them besides this commission would 

yield them. 


14. We direct, therefore, that the salaries to the Comptiollei, 
Deputy Comptroller, agents and deputies be discontinued from the receipt 
of these our orders; and that, in lieu of the commission of 10 per cent 
now drawn, a commission of 5 per cent be taken in future on the nett 
profits of the salt, and that one quarter part thereof shall in the first 
instance be drawn by the Comptroller, out of which he shall pay his 
deputy and assistant, and the remainder of the 5 per cent shall be divided 
between the five agents by the same rules and proportions as the former 
allowance of lo per cent, each agent paying their respective assistants 
out of their proportion of the commission. 


15. Having thus gone through such regulations as appear necessary 
for immediately retrenching the expences of your Revenue Department 
we shall proceed to give you our orders respecting similar retrenchments 
in the General and Commercial Departments. 


16. We have come to a resolution that the allowances of the offices 
under the Civil Department shall instantly be confined to the amount 
in the year 1776; according to the list No. 15 accompanying you will 
perceive that, in general, the posts you have made since that year are 
there abolished. 


17. We have not thought it expedient, at present, to give any 
directions respecting the Residents at the respective courts of the Nizam 
and Madhajee Scindia. But with respect to the office of Resident at 
any other of the Eastern courts, notwithstanding we have thought proper 
foi the pmsent to abolish them, yet as you must be the most competent 
judges of the expediency thereof, we give you a latitude, upon any 
particular exigency of our affairs, to act herein as the necessity of the 
<asc may hereafter require, but at the same time we enjoin you to confine 
the charges thereof within the most oeconomical bounds. 


1 of the present mode of supplying the 

lospiia '^*ti medicines, and by the Surgeon General who ought rather 

concerned in those supplies, nor can we 
*;t< ‘'^^owance made him for that purpose being continued at 

iheivfrM-,' amount of sicca rupees 4300 per month; this must 

nursii fnr* m t:onsiderable reduction and a more eligible mode 
ai Calcuiia the expence of the hospital and medicine shop 
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19. \Vc rccojuuicnd it 10 your .serious and innnediate aiicnfioii ihc 
icduciion of every oilier article of cxpcncc comprized under the head 
of civil charges at the Presidency. 

ao. \Ve conceive dial such temporary appoinimcnis as you found 
necessary lo make in consequence of the war have been abolished already, 
bm should any of ihcm be still in cxisiancc the same must immediately, 
upon the receipt hereof, be annulled. 

ai. We observe that in 1775/6 the total civil charges of )our Gov- 
crnuient did not exceed 21.75.06.] current rupees, and that in 1776/7 
they did' not exceed i9,S.t,7g7 current rupees including the charges of 
the Supreme Court of Jiuiicature. We therefore direct you that in the 
present moment of urgency and immediately necessary reduction the 
charge of this department shall not exceed the amount of 20 lacks of 
current rupees conformable to the accompanying list, and when we form 
and transmit to um our linal arrangement of c.slablislnnenis for >our 
settlement, xvc trust it will be in our power to arrange tlic Civil DcpaiT- 
inenis within those bounds. 

an. The charges of your marine in 1776 appear not to have exceeded 
the sum of Us. 3.50,000, and although a great cxpencc has been incurred 
during the war in fitting out armed vessels we do not see the necessity 
of continuing a larger cstnblislimciu for that service now that peace is 
restored. We therefore direct that it be reduced to that amount in 
future. 

23. We trust that upon the return of peace you have already made 
every reduction in the military establishments consistent with the safety 
of our seulemcnt. If you have not you will do it without delay. We 
shall take an early opportunity of directing what we conceive to be an 
adequate military establishment in time of peace. At this distance we 
think it dangerous to form hasty and premature opinions. But although 
for this reason we avoid immediately to draw a precise line for your 
guide upon the whole of this important branch of your expenditure we 
do not hesitate w’ith regard to many of the employments in some degree 
connected with military detail, and therefore we positively direct that 
the several posts in the military department occupied by covenanted 
servants such as paymasters, commissaries etc. be immediately reduced, 
both as to their number and allowances, to what they were in 1775 or 
1776 according to the accompanying list; and as we mean to adhere to 
the military establishment of 1776 as much as circumstances ^vill admit 
it is our positive direction that no promotions of field or other officers 
be made in any of the corps until all such as are supernumeraiy arc 
provided for or until you receive other orders from us; and as wc have 
abolished the post of Commandant of the Garrison of Fort William, by 
which means, under the preceding regulation, Colonel Hampton juav 
claim from his rank to succeed to the command of a brigade as vacancies 
may happen, we leave it to your own discretion and judgement either 
to appoint him to such a command or to give him, in lieu thereof, colonel’s 
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pay and halt boWa without any command as you may think best for 
our service. • 


24 By the military accounts o£ 1777 / 8 ' « appears ^ 

of comingLt charges, boat charges, hospital charges and house rent 
amounted^ to current rupees 7,91,908 which sum we trust will not be 
exceeded in future; and even if possible a reduction made on this amou . 


The expence 'of the contracts for bullocks, elephants and. camels 
appears, by the same accounts, to have been cupent rupees 2,06,000 
within which sum we likewise hope it will be limited in future.- 


26. We observe also that the contingencies for writers, sircars etc. 
to the field officers are very exorbitant, and we point this out to your 
attention for the purpose of making every possible reduction therein. 

27. We have thought proper to direct that in future the senior 
colonel commanding a brigade shall be considered as the officer next in 
rank in Bengal to the Commander in Chief in India, and as such we 
consent to his receiving an addition to the usual allowance of sonant 
rupees 8000 per annum, it being our intention that after the departure 
of General Stibbert the second in command shall not be promoted to 
an higher rank than that of colonel. 


28. It must be left to General Stibbert’s option to take the above 
posts but in the present emergency we cannot admit of his drawing the 
large allowances he now enjoys. 


29. We doubt much the necessity for continuing the establishment 
of the Board of Ordnance, but upon this we mean not finally by this 
dispatch to decide; but we have made a reduction in the experice of 
that establishment as will appear by the list of military staff officers 
accompanying this letter. 


30. We direct that such officers as may be thrown out of imme- 
diate employ, in consequence of our orders on this subject being carried 
into execution, may be allowed the pay and half batta of their respective 
ranks in the service^ till vacancies happen, as it is not our intention, by 
any means, to deprive them of a decent subsistance. 

31. Respecting the Commercial Department all new appointments 

^ ^776. we have resolved, shall be abolished and the 

^ owances to the servants under that department reduced 
to ishat they were in 1776, and we rely on our Board of Trade for 

oTTvnen possible retrenchment in the other articles 

of expence under their direction. 


you 'hnmedtaSf ''•If'' letter 

ihc Civil wi^out delay make the above retrenchments in 

ihc Cud. Revenue and Commercial Departments and conform exactly 


17 



210 


LETTER FROM COURT 


to the enclosed lists of reductions. We have been in the present moment 
under the necessity of leaving the execution of many articles, even of 
retrenchments immediately expected, to your own exertions. We trust 
that on all such occasions you will consider our recommendations to be 
founded on well grounded expectauon of compliance with them, and shall 
judge of your fidelity in our service and your attention to the public 
welfare by the success of your exertions in rendering those recommenda- 
tions eifectual. 

33. As we have refrained from appointing and sending out writers 
to the several Presidencies since the year 1782, and as we are precluded 
from making any further appointments, by the 40th and 41st clause of 
the late Act of Parliament, until we have received from our several 
Presidencies a state of their establishments with compleat lists of all the 
offices and employments, both civil and military, in our pay or service in 
India, for the purpose of adopting every practicable retrenchment and 
reduction, we hope and trust that the additional superfluous expence, 
with other evils pointed out by you in your letter from the Revenue 
Department of the 5th May 1781 to have arisen from your establishment 
having been burthened with a greater number of servants appointed 
from hence than you could possibly employ, will gradually lessen and 
thereby facilitate the operation of that strict and rigid system of economy 
which we have most anxiously at heart. 

34. We are aware that in consequence of the directions we have 
given many of our servants will -undergo a very mortifying alteration 
in their circumstances but the situation of our affairs renders it absolutely 
necessary. Opening in our service will again gradually occur, and as 
it is our indispensible duty it shall be our invariable practice to make 
the distributions of situations as they fall with the strictest impartiality. 
And in the meantime we direct that if any senior merchant is in 
consequence of our orders deprived of any more lucrative situation he 
shall, till otherwise provided for, receive for his subsistance a sum not 
exceeding sicca rupees 4000 per annum. 

35. If any Junior merchant is in the same manner deprived of any 
more lucrative situation he shall, for his subsistance, receive a sum not 
exceeding sicca rupees 3500. 

36. If any factor is in the same manner reduced he shall receive, 
for subsistance, a sum not exceeding 3000 sicca rupees. 

37. And if any writer is reduced in consequence of the orders here- 
with transmitted he shall receive, for subsistance, a sum not exceeding 
2500 sicca rupees. 

38. All such temporary allowances are to be discontinued when any 
of the above description of servants are re-appointed to situations more 
lucrative than the amount of those allowances, 
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ag. We expect a ready and implicit acquiescence in all our servants, 
civil and military, to the reductions which you shall direct to take place 
in consequence of these our orders; and should any of them so far betray 
a spirit of dissatisfaction as to impede or embarrass your proceedings upon 
this subject, we direct that they be instantly dismissed the service and 
sent to Europe. 

40. To relieve us from our present exigencies no alternative, we 
think, can be devised nor can we therefore admit of any deviation from 
the positive and express injunctions herein laid down. 

41. By summing up the amount of savings arising out of the 
different retrenchments we have ordered to be immediately made, you 
will observe they form a very considerable sum, and we have the satis- 
faction to hope that the effect of it will be an immediate discharge of 
the arrears due to the army. To this object we desire the effect of 
every retrenchment to be in the first place directed, and we take this 
opportunity explicitly to declare it as a leading principle of our 
Government that the pay of the soldier ought never to be in arrear; 
while there is a rupee in your treasury he must be paid and every other 
article of expenditure must be postpdhed to that consideration. We . wish 
this principle to be understood among all our servants, civil and military. 
We trust the effects of its being so understood will be to introduce a 
spirit of public economy among our civil servants and among our military 
a spirit of active exertion in time of war, of sober deportment in time 
of peace and a strict attention to discipline in time both of peace and 
war. 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends. 



London, 

the 11th April 1785. 


Nathl. Smith / W. Devaynes / L. 
Sulivan/John Mdtteux/W. Bensley/ 
Thos. Parry / F. Baring / John 
Manship / Jno. Woodhouse / Jno. 
Michie / George Tatem / J. Smith / 
Joseph Sparkes/Jas. Moffatt/Paul Le 
Mesurier / Hugh Inglis./ E. Boehm / 
R. Hall/ John Hunter/W. Mills/ 
Geo. Johnstone/ Step. Lushington. 


Company’s Separate General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 2. 



(Vide paragraphs 14 and }2) 

The savings made by the Court’s orders in the Revenue Department are as follows: — 

Specific saving on salt by the abolition of the salaries to the Comptroller and agents ... sicca rupees 1,17,920 
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LETTER DATED 8 JULY 1785 

'Neglect to send latest books and accounts censured and strict com- 
pliance with orders enjoined— Committee of Accounts abolished— junior 
servants to be posted to different offices for training— Board of Trade^ to 
accept the Governor General in Council's decision on all disputed points 
— machines for improving silk manufacture. 

Sent per Surprize ^ Earl Talbot^ etc. 8th July i 7 § 5 - 
Our Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letters to you were dated the nth April last, and 
transmitted in duplicate by the ships Deptford and Dutton. 

2. Since the dispatch of these ships we have received overland and 
by the Surprize packet, which arrived at Limerick on the gth April, the 
following advices from your Presidency, viz., 


Overland 


( General Letters dated lath October and 13th November 

I .784. 

■i Letters from the Governor General dated 1st and 20th 
[ October 1784. 


Surprize 

packet 


( General Letters dated 1st April, 23rd August and 10th 
December 1784. 

Separate General Letter dated 10th December 1784. 
Secret Letters dated 20th August, 13th November and 
8th December 1784. 

\ Letters in the Foreign Department dated 13th November 
and 8th December 1784. 

Revenue Letters dated 31st March and 1st December 
1784. 

Letter from the Board of Trade dated 3rd December 

11784- 


3. We have also received two letters from our Governor General 
dated 22nd November^ and 6.th December 1784, and by the ship 
Southampton the following advices from your Presidency, viz., ^ 


General Letter dated 28th December 1784. 

Revenue Letter dated 24th December 1784. 

Letter from the Board of Trade dated 14th December 1784. 

4.^ We shall take an early opportunity of giving our orders • and 
directions on such parts of those advices as may appear to demand our 
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12. Mr. Thomas Morris who was an assistant surgeon on youi 

establishment and came to England as surgeon of the and had 

our leave to return to Bengal having represented that he cannot avail 
himself of that indulgence, and requested permission to resigii his station 
at your Presidency, we have accepted his resignation accordingly. 

13. Mr. Morris having also requested the payment in England of 
his allowances which, as he states, commenced on the ist J;nuiary 1783 

and ended on the 25111 December following, the day 
Bengal (Circular). landed in England, and at the rate of 

sonant rupees 2,8.13 or £355*7'^ amounts to the sum of 

£350-10-1, we have under the particular circumstances of his case complied 
therewith, and having deducted the sum of £50 formerly advanced him 
we have paid him the balance, being £300-10-1 . 


14. And as Mr. Morris has given .security to return the amount, 
payable in London, if it should appear that the same has been paid 
to his atiornies in Bengal, in consequence of our having in our letters 
of 16th March and 23rd April 178.1 referreil his accounts to be liquidated 
by you, we direct that you take the earliest opportunity of actiuainting 
us whether you have adjusted his claims or advanced any money 011 
account thereof. 


15. Having accidentally omitted to settle the rank of Mr. Erancis 
Philip.s, who was appointed a cadet for Bengal in 1781. and took passage 
on the ship Nassau, we now direct that he be placed on your establish- 
ment next below Mr. John Drummond, who was the 79t!i cadet on our 
list of that season. * 


16. Mr, Richard Chaloner Jack.son, who was appoiiiicd a cadet for 
Bengal in the season of 1782, and took passage on the Danish ship 
Hussar, having through accident been inserted in the list of rank by the 
name of John Chandler Jackson, we direct that you rectify the mistake 
in the list transmitted to your Presidency. 


17. We cannot avoid expressing our disappointment in not receiving 
your General or Revenue books to a later period than 1781/2, and we 

On books and ac- u disappointment the more as we are enjoined 

counts not sent home. Parliament to lay a complete state of the 

^^''^tiues and charges at the different Presidencies in 

possTbl^"^^^^^ Treasury to the latest period 


mq ^ith respect to the General books we observe that those of 
17^1/2 are balanced .and closed the 1st of October 1783, and as your 
^ ^ ispatches were dated in December 1784, we cannot but con- 

that 

yance. This omission after our repeated orders to have every book 
and account sent home to the latest period possible appears deserving 
f censure, foi notwithstanding the indisposition of your Accountant 
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accounts ordered in the ,pth section o£ the last Act of Parliament for the 
better regulation of the Company’s affairs, and tliat it be accompamet 
with every explanation and information that can be given on the subject, 
in order not only to guide our judgement in considering tiiereol but that 
we mav be enabled to lay before Farliament, at the opening of every 
session," the account required by the aforesaid Act made out with the 
greatest accuracy. 


27, This naturally leads us to acknowledge the receipt of the list 
of covenant servants on your establishment with their einploymcnis. 
salaries and allowances sent home by the Surprize, upon which some 
remarks appear necessary to be made for your future direciioiis. 


28. We think it might have been brought down to a later period 
than the 1st January 1784, particularly as additional allowances to a 
considerable amount had been made in February and March following, 
such are [as] the additions to the salarie.s, etc. of the judges of adaxulats, 
the appointments of a Judge and Collector to Sircar Rotas, etc. We find 
too that the name' and alloivance to Mr. J. Cheap, who signs the list as 
examiner in the Accountant’s Office, is entirely omitted though he was 
appointed to the office in September 1783 and his allowance settled in 
January following. Mr, Meyer’s name and office arc in like manner 
omitted though his signature appears at the end of the list. 


29. Another omission is that the names and offices of those persons 
who are not covenanted servants are entirelv left out. Such are the 
Superintendent of Police and the Deputy Salt Agents. 

30. You will therefore be very attentive to the directions given in 
the 26th paragraph for preparing the account ordered .by the Act of 

. Parliament, which must contain every office, place or 

employ in every department under your Presidency 
held by servants of whatever denomination whether paid by the Company 
or otherwise, with the salaries, pay and emoluments of every kind 
annexed thereto. 


31. We have perused your proceedings relative to the appointment 
of a Committee of Accounts to transact the business appertaining to your 

Committee of A - Department of Inspection. Even if the 

counts. present situation of the Company’s affairs did not 

absolutely and indispensably require that every 
j expences should immediately take place we 

should be far from being convinced of the necessity of the present' arrange- 
m^t. Peace being now re-established we conceive that you will have 
suUicient leisure to set apart at least one day in a week for assembling 

assistance of the Accountant General 
Commissary General in the Military, 
Who should in the intermediate days audit and examine the several 
accounts and thus come prepared to make their observations or obiec- 

all the purposes of the original institution 
m 1772 might be fully answered, and an effectual check and control in 
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receipts and disbursements, and that it would be productive of consL 
deraWe benefit to our service if they were, in like manner made up and 
transmitted to us at fixed and invariable quarterly penods, but at the 
same time still continuing the annual estimates which we now receive. 


95. And in order to render such papers more satisfactory to us they 
should always be followed, as soon as possible, by a comparison between 
the estimated and the actual receipts and disbursements, made up to the 
same periods and arranged under the same heads, together with such 
observations as may tend to show the causes of any material difference 
if such should exist between them. 


36. It is also our wish that estimates and accounts in the same form 
and as nearly as possible to the same periods should be in like manner 
transmitted from our other settlements both to us and to your Govern- 
ment, nothing in our opinion tending more to that economy and good 
order necessary to the future prosperity of the Company than that every 
part of its receipt and expenditure should be brought frequently, and in 
detail, under the vievv of those who are entrusted either at home or 
abroad with the administration of its affairs. We observe that this 
subject was submitted to your consideration by the Accountant General 
the 25th January 1782, but we have not been able to find on any of your 
proceedings the form which he then laid before you for that purpose. 


37. We therefore now direct that you lose no time in taking this 
subject again under consideration, and in forming with the assistance of 
the Accountant General a plan for the purpose to be transmitted by 
you to our other Governments, they being directed to conform to it, in 
order that our information of the state of our affairs throughout India 
mav be constant, uniform and resrular. 

38. We have attended to the alterations that have been introduced 
into your accounts of quick stock of 31st December 1783, 31st July and 
31st October 1784, by inserting the arrears of every kind in demand from 
your treasury or otherwise, and approve of the reasons urged in your 
.*Vccountant General’s letters of the 31st March and 6th December 1784 
relative thereto. We agree likewise with him in opinion that those 
statements should include every effective article of debt and credit to 
the period on which they are made up in the completest manner possible. 

^ 39 - With a view to this we therefore admit the propriety of insert- 
ing, as in the quick stock of 31st October, such balances of the land 
revenues as there may be probable reason to expect will be collected. 
iSut as you have included some balance outstanding of the years 1780/81 
and 1781/82 we are fearful, considering how unusual it has hitherto 
been to collect balances of above two year’s standing, that this is rather 
a doubtful credit in our favor. Of this however we allow you to be the 
most competent judges, but care must be always taken that no dubious 
aiiicles be introduced into these statements except in such a manner as 
to distinguish them from others that may more certainly be relied on. 
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40. On the other hand we observe that the same quick stock 
includes on the credit side a large sum for bills drawn from the other 
Presidencies, part of which are accepted but not due, and a greater part 
had not then been presented for acceptance. 

41. Conforming to our opinion, before expressed, that the state- 
ments of quick stock should contain every article of debt and credit to 
the period only to which they are made up, we cannot but consider this 
article as going beyond that period and consequently such as could not 
be fairly charged as a debt then owing by the Company. 

42. On the whole the- attention shewed by the Accountant General 
in framing these statements merits our warmest approbation and we trust 
he will continue the same exertions in this as in every other matter under 
his department. 

43. Before we dismiss this subject wc must enjoin you to use every 
exertion to recover the balances outstanding due to the Company 
inserted on your quick stock. We particularly refer, in this, to the loans 
to Major Tolley, the Commissioner of Police, and the balances due from 
the several paymasters etc. To this last article we draw your attention 
because of the heavy loss we are likely to sustain from the defalcations 
of the late paymasters to the garrisons and Second Brigade and approve 
of your resolution on the ayth June 1782 on the subject which we direct 
be constantly attended to. 

44. The loan to Jong Aichen, the Chinese, we observe is wrote off to 
your dead stock account and of course considered as irrecoverable. We 
expect that you be very cautious in future in making loans from your 
treasury on any account without proper security of repayment and shall 
hold you responsible for any loss we may suffer thereby. 

45. The large sum outstanding due from the aurungs, particularly 
at the Presidency, continuing on the several quick stocks since the year 
1781 without much diminution and amounting by that of 3151 October 
last to near 28 lacks of current rupees, also demands serious attention. 
And we trust our Board of Trade will use every possible exertion to see 
that the contractors fulfil their engagements and that we do not suffer 
any loss by these considerable advances. 

46. Your Accountant General having, in his letter of 13th January 
1784, had reason to complain of the want of official information relative 
to the disposal of the treasure sent to Madras in 1783/4, we approve of 
the mode proposed by him for preventing any such defect in future. 
And as it is of consequence to -us that the General books should be as 
free as possible from the errors, which want of official information of 
any kind to the Accountant General would occasion, we direct that you 
pu) particular attention to obviate the same. 

47. The several papers which you lately transmitted to us relative 
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10 the accounts of Mr. Bristow, late Resident at the court of the Nabob 

of Oudh, will be soon taken into consideration, and 
Mr. Bristow. sentiments and determination thereon will 

be transmitted to you by one of the early ships of the ensuing season. 


48. Several officers of the Madras establishment _ having been 
advanced pay upon their arrival at Bombay we think it^ necessary to 
direct that in future the allowances to our civil and military servants 
do not commence until their arrival at the Presidency under which they 
are to serve, except when they are detained at any of our other settle- 
ments in India by the orders of Government or by unavoidable necessity. 


49. The President and Council of Fort St. George have lately 
complained to us of the bad quality of provisions consigned to them 

from your settlement. They state that out of 1282 
casks 1022 were wholly unserviceable, that the rest 
prSois mtist be sold for whatever they could get for them, 

gal to Fort St. and that their storehouses would not have been, by 

any means, so much burthened with this unservice- 
able article had you attended to their repeated 
remonstrances against your continuing to send it. But that, notwith- 
standing every argument they could urge to the contrary, consignment 
upon consignment, both of salt provisions and of rum, have un- 
remittingly been made to them, the former of which, as they allege, have 
often been of a very bad quality, and 320 casks which arrived at Madras 
in May 1784 appeared to be so entirely decayed that after landing and 
examining some of the casks they thought it best to return it by the 
vessel it came in, at a trifling freight, in order that you might recover 

the amount of the cost from the contractors, as it was not actually worth 

the expense of boat hire to bring it on shore. 


a 


For St. George 
consultation iith 
September 1784. 


,0. We are sorry to observe, by your letter to Fort St. George of 
the 2nd August last, that from the particular 
declarations contained in the answer from the 
different agents for supplies you deem yourselves 
precluded from all hopes of recovering the property 
from any further procedure in this business. 

51. But we can by no means submit to so heavy a loss without a 
more particular enquiry' being made herein. -Either the agents for the 
supplies, the contractors or the owners of the vessels must have mate- 
rially failed in their respective duties. We do therefore direct that 
sou mnnediaiely enter upon as strict an examination as possible into the 
^ r' piesent complaint, and that you take the opinion of the 
Advocate General whether any and what legal methods might be pursued 

a Company has sustained herein. 'And if 
you shall hml 11 to have arisen from any misconduct in our own servants 
employed in this transaction, we direct that you adopt the most 
rigorous and elfeciual measures for bringing them to a severe and 
exemplary punishment. 
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, arising therefrom. Upon a reference to yonr plan, as recorded on yom 
proceedings of the 21st December, we are sensible that considered in a 
local point of view it embraces objects well worthy of attention, and that 
the furnishing the Mocha market with ah annual supply of Bengal goods 
will, by being attended with beneficial advantages to the manufacturers, 
have its consequent influence on the revenues. But as ultimately the 
Company will be considerable , losers upon the sales of the coffee in 
England, and as, from the present unfavourable state of the trade in 
Mocha coffee owing to the high rate of its first cost and the hea.vy rates 
thereon, the 'quantity we have already received from Bombay, viz., 2111 
bales together with what we may further expect by the Lord Camden 
is equal to the probable demand for a great number of years to corne, 
you will therefore desist from sending any more of our chartered ships 
to Mocha for the purpose of a provision of coffee or of taking any other 
measures whatsoever for providing of that article for Europe, until you 
shall receive our further directions thereon. But we do not mean to 
preclude you from carrying on any trade to Mocha or any other place 
in that neighbourhood, provided you have reasonable grounds of belief 
that it will prove advantageous to the Company, and that such trade is 
not carried on in the chartered ships of the Company. 

57. Though we think you were justified, under all circumstances, 
in sending home the Surprize yet we must embrace this opportunity of 
signifying to you that in time of peace we expect that you do not put 
us to such great expense unless the case is momentous and of great 
importance to the interests of the Company. 

58. Although the Surprize is freighted this voyage cheaper than 
when she was before sent to England yet we consider the expense as 
very great, especially as the Company are precluded from sending either 
pods or passengers without the consent of the owners; and the terms 
in general are so unfavorable to the Company that we cannot suppose 
any law officer belonging to them at your Presidency was consulted in 
drawing up the charter party, which is worded in a vague, loose and 
indefinite manner. 


59- We have determined to return the Surprize immediately to 
Bengal, and having conferred with Mr. David Mitchell, agent to the 
owner of that vessel, respecting the length of her passage from Bengal 
and the time of landing the packet in Great Britain in order to deter- 
mine precisely the amount of the freight to Europe, he produced a 

pilot, that he quitted the Surprize 
^ T u t6th December 1784, and an affidavit made by Mr. Charles 
arrived at Holyhead with the Surprize’ 5 packets on the 
nn midnight, and delivered them at the East India House 

on ttu. 17th of the same month about 2 o’clock in the afternoon. 

Havin^g no other proof of the time when the Surprize left the 
^1 of the day on which the packer was landed in Great Britain, 
besides the above certificate and affidavit, the authenticity of which we 
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have no reason to doubt, and the payment of the freight being by the 
charterparty to be made in Bengal, where it will be easy to ascertain the 
exact lime of her leaving the pilot, we have only to observe that should 
the date be found to correspond with the certificate produced by 
Mr. Mitchell the ship must be considered to have landed the packet in 
Great Britain witliin the period of four months (it having been received 
at the East India House on the 17th April) and consequently the amount 
of the freight from Bengal to Great Britain will, according to the terms 
of the charterparty, be twenty five thousand sicca rupees. 

61. Mr. James Lyons, at Limerick, having drawn a bill upon our 
Secretary for £85-i.t-8> being the amount of the expence of conveying 
from thence to London the Company’s packets by the Surprize, wc 
agreed to pay the same. But it being the established custom of the 
service to deliver the packets at the East India House free of charge to 
the Company, and expressly stipulated in the charterparty of that vessel 
that the packets should be delivered in Great Britain, wc directed our 
Secretar)’ to inform Captain Asquith that we expected be would repay 
the said sum of £85-i.p8 into our treasury. Captain Asquith signified 
that having no orders from Lieutenant Colonel Watson, the owner of 
the Surprize, to pay any cxpence attending the landing and delivery of 
the Company’s packet by that vessel he must refer the matter to be 
settled with that gentleman in Bengal, where the freight is made payable: 
we therefore direct that on the adjustment of the accounts of that 
vessel you deduct the abovementloned sum. 

6a. We informed you in our last per Deptford and Dutton that we 
should send you, by some future conveyance, a few brass wheels for raw . 
silk of superior strength to those formerly sent. You ^vill receive them 
by the same conveyance \vhich brings this letter, and so far as we are 
able to judge we conceive they will obviate every objection which lay 
against the former ones with respect to their durability, and may last as 
long as 20 years. The wheels are thicker, the axis much stronger and 
the bearings of them are 3 or 4 times as broad, besides which one of 
them is made of hardened brass and the other of hard cast iron and they 
have holes through them to admit clean oil. 

63. These reels are not to be screwed down horizontally upon the 
wood frame but must be fi.ved vertically with the wood pegs uppermost, 
which pegs must be taken out to put oil in them and then put in their 
places again to keep out dust and dirL 

64. The directions we gave in our former letter respecting them 
we desire may be pursued, and that after sufficient trial a fair and 
impartial report of their merits or defects may be made to us. 

65. As the utility of the crossing machines seems to be universally 
admitted we have given directions that a further quantity of 300 sets 
may be executed. You will receive them by some of the first ships of 
the approaching season and we desire that you acquaint us what may 
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hereafter be a sufficient annual supply for us to send out to keep up 
the number required in use. 

66. The article of raw silk forming so extensive a branch of. our 
imports from your settlement we cannot too often repeat nor too 
strongly enforce our positive, directions that our Board of Trade exert 
themselves, by every means in their power, to render it a beneficial 
article. This, we have before observed, can only be done by effecting 
both a reduction in its price and an improvement in its quality. We 
have already expressed our satisfaction in the reduction that has hitherto 
taken place, but we must at the same time inform you that the price 
is yet greatly too high to yield any profit. 

67. As soon as we receive the result of the inquiries on this subject, 
mentioned in the, 10 paragraph of the Board of Trade's letter of the 
3rd December last, we shall take the subject into further consideration 
and communicate our sentiments thereon. 


68. Herewith you will receive a commission appointing the Right 
Honourable Lord Macartney to be Governor General of the Presidency 
of Fort William in Bengal and the Commander in Chief of all the 
Company’s forces in the East Indies for the time being, together with 
John Macpherson and John Stables Esqrs. to be the Council at Fort 
William, also a commission appointing Lord Macartney to be Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the garrison of Fort William and town of 
Calcutta. 

We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 


London, 

the 8th July 1785. 


W. Devaynes / Nathl. Smith / L. 
Sulivan / John Manship / John 
Roberts / Jno. Michie / Thos. Fitz- 
hugh / George Cuming/E. Boehm/ 
Jno. Townson j Step. Lushington / 
John Motteux / Lionel Darell/Thos. 
Parry/Jas. Moffatt/Wm. Mills/Thos. 
Cheap, 


Endorsed 8th July 1785. 

company’s General Letter to Bengal, per Surprize and Earl Talbot. 
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LETTER DATED 15 SEPTEMBER 1785 

Permission to draw bills upon the Court on account of the Company’s 
Indian debts — of investment fixed sO as not to cause a large dram 
on Indian revenues — strict adherence to the Act of jySy prohibiting British 
subjects from helpiyig foreigners enjoined. 

Our Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

[1] AVe have taken into our serious consideration the large amount 
of debts owing by the Company to our servants and others in India, the 
alarming state of our credit there and the embarrassments in which our 
Goveniments arc involved in consequence thereof. After a most atten- 
tive review of ever)’ particular of our situation, both at home and in 
India, we liavc resolved to grant you permission to draw bills upon 
us on account of our Indian debts, at the rates and to the amount 
herein after spccilicd. Wc proceed therefore to give you our directions 
for carrying into effect this important operation. But previous to our 
entering on its detail we think it proper to remark to you, what cannot 
however escape your notice, Itow great a reliance wc have shewn by this 
measure on your zeal, integrity and firmness in the administration of 
the government entrusted to you: wc have adopted this plan from a 
decided opinion that our resources arc adequate to its support. But we 
are not ignorant that misconduct in our servants may produce a failure 
of those resources, the consequences of which might be in the highest 
degree detrimental to our interests, Wc doubt not that this considera- 
tion will operate as an additional motive to you for the strictest and 
most unremitting attention to every circumstance which may diminish 
our expences, extend our resources and promote the welfare and pros- 
perity of ,the province under our Government. Impressed as we are with 
the strongest conviction that by such a line of conduct alone we can 
hope to be relieved from the embarrassments under which we labor, and 
to answer the extensive demands to which we are liable, we call upon 
you to assist and co-operate with us in this great object. We have not 
been wanting to the ease and relief of our settlements in India but have 
even subjected ourselves to heavy burthens at home in order to establish 
their credit on a firm and lasting foundation. On your part we expect 
an equal attention to our interests and above all a rigid and impartial 
economy, assuring you of our determination to support you to the utmost 
in the discharge of a duty which wc know to be difficult and arduous. 

[2] In the discussion of the subject matter of this dispatch our 
attention was, in the first instance, directed to the amount of the demands 
which may be made upon us in India. The exact sum we found our- 
selves unable to ascertain with accuracy, particularly as a part of what 
appears on the statements, lately received, consists of arrears in accounts 
not finally adjusted, besides which we conceive there is just ground to 
expect that before the arrival of this letter some considerable part, parti- 
cularly of the military arrears, will have been discharged out of the 
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surplus 
vants in 


arisin- from our revenues after the reductions made by our ser 
India, and those directed by us in our letter of the i uh April last 


i«j We have therefore determined to authorize you to draw bills 
upon us on account of our debts in India to an amount not exceeding 
six hundred lacks (600,00,000) of current rupees, at the terms ^ >^he 
manner hereinafter directed; a preference to be given to the bondholders 
at our different Presidencies, and bills are, in the first instance, to be 
offered to them by public advertisement for the whole or any part of 
their debts which they may chuse to subscribe for this purpose. And 
a reasonable time is to be given (not less than six nor more than eight 
months from your receipt hereof) in order to allow the bondholders, at 
all the different Presidencies, to signify to you their acquiescence in the 
terms offered. And at the expiration of that period you are to draw 
bills upon us in favor of such bondholders as shall have so signified 
their acquiescence, taking care to receive from them proper acquittances 
for such parts of the bonded debt as they shall have subscribed. 


[4] After this operation shall have been completed it is our inten- 
tion that, you should be allowed to draw for the remainder of the six 
hundred lacks on account of so much of the other debts, due at our 
different Presidencies, as arise either from arrears of fixed salary to any 
of our civil or military servants, to which such servants may have a clear, 
and indisputable claim, riot depending on any further investigation to 
ascertain their amount, or from any other arrears which have been fully 
ascertained after proper investigation of the nature and extent of the 
debt and the accounts or circumstances on which it depends, taking care 
not to include therein any supposed balances on accounts still depend- 
ing or any sums which have not been completely liquidated before the 
receipt of these orders. 


[5] And as it is our intention that an equal benefit of this opera- 
tion should be allowed to our creditors at all our Presidencies you are 
to require our Governments there to transmit to you accounts of the 
amount of all ^ch debts as above stated, the creditors on which shall 
have acceded to this plan within a limited time after notice to be given 
to them by public advertisements for that purpose at each Presidency, 
taking care to include in such account no debts which do not fall under 
the description above stated. When such account shall have been 
received by you, you are to add its amount to that of the debts under 
similar circumstances in Bengal, the creditors on which shall in like 
manner have signified to you their acquiescence, and if the whole shall 
not exceed the difference between the 600,00,000 above stated and the 

subscribed for, you are then to grant to such 
^ /I to the whole amount of such debts on the terms herein- 
trecte . But if, on the contrary, the amount shall exceed such 
nf creditors bills to the whole amount 

^ at an equal percentage on the amount of their several 

of their ^deb^r'^^ receive acquittances from them for so much 
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[6] All these bills, both for the bonded and the other debts, are 
to be drawn at an exchange of one shilling and eight pence the Bengal 
current rupee; and at a proportionable rate of exchange for the pagoda 
and Bombay rupee, to be settled by our Governor General and Council. 
They are to be made payable 548 days after date, with an option to the 
Company to postpone the full payment thereof on paying interest upon 
them half yearly, at the rate of 5 per cent per annum from the date 
of their becoming due, and also on paying installments of not less than 
lo per cent on the principal in every year after the 1st March 1790, 
unless it shall suit our convenience to discharge them by earlier or 
larger payments; and for the purpose of rendering those bills more 
convenient to the holders they arc to be issued to each creditor in bills 
of five hundred pounds each, and one bill for the factional part if any 
such shall he owing to him, 

[7] The funds for these payments at home, and for those which 
are necessary to answer the demands which may be made upon us before 
the above period, inust arise from an increase of our investment for that 
purpose beyond the sum allotted in our reports to the House of 
Commons. From every consideration which we have been able to give 
to the subject and on an examination of all the materials in our 
possession which might tend to elucidate it, particularly of the observa- 
tion of our Accountant General at Bengal on our reports, we are fully 
convinced that if our revenues in India are properly administered there 
must arise a surplus, beyond our reduced establishments, amply sufficient 
for the purposes of this plan. On this head therefore we have only to 
represent our general injunctions, to which tve cannot too often recur, 
that you observe the utmost economy in every department, and that you 
pay a proper attention to the due collection of the revenues. 

' [8] With regard to the investing this surplus and our other funds 
in India in goods marketable in Europe, the amount of such investments 
is a consideration of no little difficulty. We have attended to it not 
only with a view to the necessary supply of our sales at home, but also 
in so far as it may affect the prosperity of our possessions in India. Wc 
conceive that there is danger lest by bringing to Europe too large an 
amount of the revenues of those countries in goods for which no return 
is made we should occasion a drain which our territories may be unable 
to support; especially after the pressure of those distresses under which 
they have so recently labored. On the other hand we observe that our 
Accountant General in his observations states and we think with reason 
the mischief which might arise from any considerable reduction of the 
sums which have been annually distributed among the manufacturers of 
the Company and from which they have derived the means of subsistence 
and the reward of labor and ingenuity. 

[9] We have therefore had recourse to the experience of former 
years. It appears that on an average of 5 years, ending in 1778, goods 
were invested from India for Europe to the amount of 120, and in the 
two last of those years to the amount of 130 lacks of current rupees, 
exclusive of what was sent to China, amounting to an average of the 
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same periods to £67,106 and £88.9X>8, exclusive of what was sent by our 
servants and what was remitted through foreign companies on the 
capital of our servants or brought home in specie, of either of whicli 
we are able to form no exact estimate, although many considerations 
induce us to believe that they would amount to a very large sum. Under 
all these circumstances when we consider the means of remittance which 
this plan offers to our servants for bringing home their fortunes, and 
the consequent reduction which must take place in the trade carried on 
by foreigners on their capitals, we think that we inair no danger of 
too large a drain on our Indian possessions by directing an investment 
for Europe from all India to the amount of one hundred and fifty lacks 
of current rupees for the ensuing season, and the same foi th.it which 
Avill follow it, unless orders to the contrary shall previously be received 
by you. The distribution of this to be as follows, vi/., 

From Bengal ... .•• 115 lacks of current rupees. 

From Madras ... ... -‘5 of current rupees, 

and from Bombay ... ... 10 lacks of current rupees. 


150 lacks of current rupees. 

[10] The funds to be provided by the usual amount of certificates, 
by the sale of exports and the remainder from the surplus of the terri- 
torial revenues; and this is to be exclusive of what you may be enabled 
to send to China, 


[11] We trust that when you reflect how much the welfare of the 
Company is committed on the success of this plan it is unnecessary for 
us to recommend the utmost caution in the purchase of the investments 
in order that they may be such, both in assortment and quality, as 
may realize to us the greatest profit on our sales, and for this purpose 
we enjoin a particular attention to the Abstract of Indent herewith 
transmitted, requiring that our Board of Trade shall state to you at 
large their reasons for any deviations from it. We have stated that no 
allowance is made in the above sum for exports to China, and the 
observations of your Accountant General seem to point out that you 
have little expectation of being able to apply any considerable amount 
to that purpose. You must however be sensible that the sale of Bengal 
produce or manufactures there ’ivould afford the greatest assistance to 
the Company in carrying on that valuable and important branch of their 

trade, and you are therefore directed to use every exertion for that 
purpose. • 


[12X We think it also proper to remark that a great profit arises 
to the Company from the sale of Coast goods. It has been suggested to 
o! f ^ tie amount of this article might be considerably encreased, and 
mat tunds tor the purpose might be provided by sending to Madras an 
annual supply of Bengal commodities marketable there. We have also 
reason to believe that from both the Coasts there might be procured/ in 
exchange for the manufactures of Bengal, goods adapted to the con- 
sumption of China, particularly sandal, pepper and cotton. 
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[13] To this subject we direct your particular attention as it would 
be an essential relief to our situation at home, could methods be found 
of supplying our China purchases from Bengal without draining that 
country of its circulating specie, which should on no consideration be 
admitted of. Every article also of internal trade by which the wealth 
of our provijices can be cncreascd so as to enable them to better to 
support the annual remittances 10 Europe must be encouraged and 
extended with the utmost care. 

[i.j] As the plan now adopted rests, in great measure, on a 
consideration of the amount which we think can annually be brought 
from India, either by the Company or its servants, consistently with a 
due attention to the prosperity of that country, you are as soon as 
possible to acquaint us with your proceedings in consequence of these 
orders, and you are to wait our further direction respecting the steps to 
be taken for the discharge of capital on such of our bonded debts as 
shall not be subscribed into tins plan, continuing nevertheless regularly 
to pay the interest thereon. 

[15] With respect to the remaining arrears you are to lose no 
time in adjusting the sevcnil accounts on which they may depend, 
paying particular attention to the nature and justice of the different 
claims, and using every proper mode of enquiry to prevent our being 
charged with any demands for which a just consideration has not been 
received. We have given similar directions to our other Presidencies 
and shall, after receiving the (inal account thereof, transmit to you our 
further orders on the subject. 

[16] As we conceive that this measure will preclude the necessity 
of drawing any bills upon us except for the execution thereof, we 
strictly prohibit your drawing bills on any other account except only 
the usual certificates to commanders of ships. And you are also to 
observe that as this plan has been calculated on a limited sum, you are 
to deduct from the above amount of 600,00,000 current rupees, which 
you are allowed by this letter to draw, the amount of any bills which 
may have been drawn by you or our other Governments in India, of 
which we are not now advised; for this purpose we have subjoined an 
account of the latest advices which we have received of bills drawn from 
any of our Presidencies. 

[17] Our bonded debt at Bencooien is to be included in this 
operation, and as that settlement is now become a subordinate to Bengal, 
the arrears there due are to be included in the accounts of Bengal arrears. 

[i8j As by the present arrangement we have made so equitable a 
provision for the remittance of the fortunes of our servants in India 
we think it is incumbent upon us to advert to the Act of Parliament of 
1783, whereby it is enacted “that it shall not be lawful for any servant 
of the East India Company, or any other British subject residing in 
India, to lend any sum of money to any foreign company, or to any 
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foreign European merchants, or to purchase any goods in India on the 
account of such foreign company or European merchants, nor to be 
concerned in lending any such sums or purchasing any such goods, oi 
furnishing such foreign company or European merchants with the credit 
of bills drawn upon the correspondents of any such servant or British 
subject, or any other person in Europe ” under the penalties inflicted by 
the said Act. 

[19] And therefore we direct you to attend to the provisions of the 
said Act in a more especial manner, and to see that they are carried 
into strict execution. Our servants would at no time be justified in 
departing from the regulations prescribed by Parliament, but would be 
less so now because they can have no pretence whatever to complain of 
any supposed hardship they might apprehend from a strict enforcement 
of the Act, as an easy and advantageous channel is opened, under the 
system we have here laid down, for the remittance of such fortune as 
may have been justly and honorably acquired. 


We are. 

Your alfectionate friends, 


London, 

the 15th September 1785. 


W. Devaynes / Nathl. Smitli / L. 
Sulivan / Thos. Fitzhugh / John 
Motteux/John Roberts/Thos. Cheap 
/ F. Baring / Paul Le Mesurier / 
Chas, Mills / Jas. Moffatt / Samuel 
Smith junior / Hugh Inglis / Jn. 
Townson / George Cuming / Jno. 
Michie/Thos. Parry/E. Boehm. 


Endorsed 15th September 1785. 
Company’s Separate General Letter to Bengal. 
Sent overland and per Earl Talbot. 

No. 1. 


45 


letter dated 21 SEPTEMBER 1785 

troohsTrtvIi^tt"”- Got/.rnor and Commander in Chief of Madras- 

to exceed thd number stipulated —Colon 
officers recalled from Oudh— relief for invalided Indie 

interpreter MaJL desertion—Foster appointed Marat 

Jon ?o t S Vazir-Resident Joh 

f om Hyderabad — Resident Anderson praised — Sindh 
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opposed to an English Resident at Poona — the Shahzada to remain under 
liritish protection — Travancore King to be assured of speedy liquidation 
of his dues — trade in saltpetre and redwood unprofitable. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal. 

1. Our last letter to you was dauul the 8th July and transmitted 
by the ship SurprizCy which sailed from the Downs the loth of the same 
month; duplicate whereof is fonvarded herewith. 

2. Wc have since received the following advices from your Presi- 
(lency, viz.. 

Secret Letter dated 31st January 1785. 

Letter in the Secret Department of Inspection dated the same 

day. 

Letter from Mr. Secretary Bruere dated 3rd January 1785. 

Letters from Mr. Secretary Hay dated 31st December 1784 and 

31st January 1785. 

Letters from the Board of Trade dated 14th and 24th December 

1784. 

3. We refer you to the accompanying Separate Letter for our orders 
and directions on your letter in the Secret Department of Inspection 
dated the 31st January 1785. 

4. Herewith you will receive a copy of the commission appointing 
Archibald Campbell Esqr. to be President and Governor, and the Com- 
mander in Chief of the. Company’s forces on the coast of Choromandel 
for the time being, together with Alexander Davidson and James Daniel 
Esqrs. to be the Council at Fort St. George; also a copy of the commission 
which we have granted to Archibald Campbell Esqr. as Governor and 
Commander in Chief of the garrison of Fort St. George and town of 
Madraspatnam. 

5. We highly disapprove of the conduct of the Governor and Council' 
of Bombay in receiving transfers in lieu of specie in payment for the 
certificates allowed the commanders and officers of the Company's ships, 
and therefore direct you to observe it as our positive order never to grant 
certificates to any persons on account of their privilege, unless they pay 
the full amount of such certificates into the Company’s treasury in specie 
at the time of granting the same. 

6. In your letter of the 17th January last you have submitted the 
following question to our determination, viz., “whether the Company 
or the Vizier shall be charged with the expense of the detachment com- 
manded by Sir John Cumming” and we have taken an early opportunity 
of communicating to you our directions herein. As your late Governor 
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General in virtue of the powers- with which he was invested, had agreed 
with the Vizier to strike out the charge of this detachment from his 
account from ist January 1785, we hereby direct that the said agreement 
be punctually adhered to. 


7. In the final arrangement of the military ^ peace establishrnent, 
which will accompany this dispatch, we have had in view the whole of 
the service which it will be necessary to provide for under your Presi- 
dency. Such part of that establishment as will be stationed in the Vizier s 
dominions will be paid by him according to the stipulations of t e 
subsisting agreements. But it is our positive order that no^ greater num- 
ber of troops be employed upon that service ‘unless at Plis Excellency s 
particular application and request, and that all the troops so employed 
be considered as part of our fixed establishment which is not upon any 
account to be enlarged. 


8. We cannot help expressing our regret that the opinion of your 
Board did not concur with that of the Governor General when the ques- 
tion concerning the recall of Colonel Cumming’s detachment was under 
your consideration, as the expense of it will, before the receipt of this 
letter, amount to nearly the sum of £300,000 and we agree with 
Mr. Hastings that the brigade;, which by treaty is to be constantly resident 
in those dominions, would be found fully adequate to their protection. 
We therefore direct that upon receipt of this letter not a moment be 
lost in ordering the recall of Sir John Cumming’s detachment so that the 
Company may be instantly relieved from the burden of that enormous 
expense. 


9. In your General Letter of the 15th March 1784 we were advised 
of your having given advanced rank, out of the regular succession, to 
several captains and lieutenants of infantry. With our orders before you 
of the 28th August 1782, in disapprobation of such promotions, we are 
extremely surprized that you should so easily have yielded to the recom- 
mendation of your Commander in Chief in making these appointments, 
and we do hereby repeat our directions that you do not on any pretence 
make similar appointments in future. We further direct that you 
strictly adhere to the terms of these appointments in not giving any addi- 
tional pay or allowances to the officers so promoted until by vacancies 
m the regular line of the service they shall become entitled thereto. 

10. We have perused with attention the several regulations you have 
established for the relief of such native officers and sepoys as have been 
invalided in the service, allotting them portions of waste lands, agreeably 
m their respective ranks, within the districts under the charge of the 
Collector of Boglepore. Upon the first view of the subject we are ready 
to pronounce the principles of that plan to be good, which has for its 
object the population and cultivation of no inconsiderable part of an 
extensive district and which, at the same time, provides for the future 
maintenance of such of the natives as may become invalided in our 
service, and do therefore approve of the same. But for our further inf or- 
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Illation wc direct that you transmit to us regular returns not only of 
the number of which this invalid corps may consist but also the exact 
amount of their pay, in which must be included the charges for cloathing, 
the allowance to the fougedarry prisoners who were to be employed in 
clearing the ground and marking out the streets, and, in short, every 
other expence that may be incidental to the establishment. We likewise 
direct that you transmit to us, from time to time, an account of the 
progress which may be made in the building of the towns and in the 
cultivation of the land. And here we must express our entire approba- 
tion of your conduct for the regard you have shewn to the ancient rights 
of the zemindars, in the case stated on your consultations, by continuing 
to them the allowance of s annas per bega agreeably to the decision of 
the canongocs, whom you consulted on the occasion. A similar line of 
proceeding must always guide your decisions in whatever has relation 
to the privileges of native landholders. 

11. We have hitherto as an indulgence to our military officers 
tolerated the appointment of their infant sons as minor cadets, but as 
wc have great reason to believe this indulgence lias been much abused, 
and wc are thereby put to great expense, we have come to a determina- 
tion to put a stop thereto and therefore not only direct that the pay 
and allowances of all those at present on your establishment be discon- 
tinued, from the receipt of tiiese orders, but e.xprcssly forbid any such 
appointment in future. Whenever you wisli to interest yourselves for 
the sons of deserving officers your recommendation of them to the Court 
will be properly attended to. 

12. In consequence of some late advices from 'Bombay relative to 
the conduct of several of the commanders and officers in encouraging the 
soldiers of that garrison to desert and to enter on board the ships, and 
in order to pm an end to a practice which is as detrimental to our 
interest as it is subversive of good government, we have enforced our 
former orders to the commanders in this respect in the most positive 
manner, and we hereby empower you to dismiss such of the captains and 
officers as shall, in future, be found to disobey them. We have likewise 
confirmed a regulation of the Bombay Government, that the ^commanders 
of ships shall on no account receive a single man on board at any of 
our Presidencies without first producing him at the town major’s office 
in order to ascertain ivliether he be really a soldier or not; and we 
hereby direct that you adopt a similar regulation. 

13. Since writing the foregoing paragraphs we have received the 
following advices from your Presidency, viz.. 

Per Valentine ... Letter from the Governor 
General dated loth Janu- 
ary 1785. 

Per Hillsborough ... I.etter from the Board of 
Trade dated 27th January 
1785. 
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Per Earl of Mansfield 


' General Letter dated 22nd 
February 1785. 

Additional General Letter 
dated 23rd February 1785. 

Secret Letter 

Letter in the Secret Depart- 
ment of Inspection. 

Letter in the Foreign De- 
partment. 

Revenue Letter .... 

Letter from the Board of 
Trade. 


1 


•‘Dated 22nd 
I February 1785 


14. And we shall take an early opportunity of giving our orders 
and directions on such parts thereof as may appear to demand our 


attention. 


15. In our letter to Fort St. George of the 11th April last, vve 
expressed our favourable opinion of Mr. George Forster^ on account of 
the knowledge he had acquired in the Oriental languages, particularly 
that of the Marattas. in order that he might be recommended to the 
notice of the Governor General and Council. And as we do not find 
that you have a Maratta interpreter on your establishment we direct 
that Mr. Forster be employed as an interpreter or, as occasion may 
arise, in negociations at any of the Maratta durbars, with such salary 
and allowances as may be adequate to the appointment. It is not our 
intention to give Mr. Forster any specific rank on the Bengal establish- 
ment or to remove him from his standidg on the establishment at Fort 
St. George; we merely wish to make him useful to the Company in such 
a station wherein he may have an opportunity of displaying those talents 
for which he seems so peculiarly distinguished. 


16. The irruption of the Seicks, of which you advise us, leads to 
no other conclusion but the propriety of keeping a watchful eye over 
the Western frontier of our own provinces and those of the Vizier, which 
is ihe conclusion you properly draw from it. 

17. In a preceding paragraph we have directed the immediate recall 
of the Futty Ghur detachment. But as by your last advices we find that 
in consequence of these hostilities from the Seiks in the province of 
Rohilcund the Vizier had applied for the assistance of a part of this 
detachment, and that it was probable he would make a further request 
for the whole, we hereby order that the detachment be continued so 
long as the Vizier shall deem such continuance necessar)' for his own 
security; in which case the expense thereof must be carried to his account 
agreably to the stipulations of the treaty of 1781. 

t soon as the Vizier shall cease to require the assistance 

ol all or any part of that detachment we direct our former orders to be 
c-irricd into execution, and even during the lime the Vizier may call 
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for their assistance we hereby order that tlic wliole expense of the staff, 
hatta and other contingencies be iinmediatciy abolished. 

ly. And while upoji iliis subject we tliink it proper to express our 
approbation of the principles contained in Mr. Maepherson's letter to 
the Vizier, bearing date the i8th February last; and we expect that the 
agreen»cnts made between the Vizier and Mr. Hastings will be invariably 
adhered to. 

30 . Upon* the same principle we Jiiusl express our opinion that if 
the continuance of Major Palmer with the Vizier is wished for by liini 
it would be improper at present to recall him, and far less would it be 
proper to send any person to reside with him wliose presence tvoiild be 
peculiarly adverse to his fcclings- 

31 . ^Ve observe what is stated relative lo the good opinion 
Mr. Maepherson entertains of Mr. Bristow and Mr. Cowper. Upon that 
subject we purposely refrain from giving any opinion whatever, for the 
whole transactions in Oude, for a considerable time past, will very soon 
receive our full consideration and it would be improper to anticipate 
any opinion at present. 

aa. In your letter of the aand February last we find it stated that 
the sum charged to the Vizier for the brigade at Cawnpore is short of 
the actual expense in the monthly sum of current rupees 35,76b-i2-4, 
and for the Futty Ghur detachment is current rupees 49,387-11*8, and 
for the regiment at Lucknow current rupees 984-3-io. It is not our 
intention to charge to tlie Vizier more or less than by the treaty he has 
stipulated to pay but we must at the same time direct that you make 
such arrangements in the corps serving in His Excellency’s dominions, 
without diminishing their actual force, as will reduce their expenses 
w’ithin the sum stipulated for them. 

33. As we consider the troops stationed in the territories of the 
Nabob of Oude as forming a strong barrier to our own provinces, and as 
in our Separate Letter of this date we have stated the established force 
which we think fully adequate to their defence, it is our meaning that 
those troops shall be considered as forming a part of such establishment. 

34. We have considered the letter from Mr. Johnson, our Resident 
at Hydrabad, on the subject of a proposition made by the Nizam for 
a surrender of the Carnatick to him. We perfectly approve of the 
immediate and decisive negative you gave to such a proposition, and 
^¥e are inclined to be of opinion that if you had, with equal decision, 
negatived the first suggestion of a surrender of our right to the Circars 
no such disgraceful overture would ever have been made to us by the 
Nizam. But you ought to have gone a step furtlier and recalled 
Mr. Johnson from a situation where his injudicious conduct has been so 
remarkably displayed. He was sent there to conciliate the Nizam but in 
place of doing so his conduct must have directly the opposite tendency 
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by raising expectations which it is impossible for us, either in 
ol consistently with national faith, to grat.fy, and the cl.sappomtmem 
will naturally lead to disgust. Mr. Johinson must therefore be immediately 
recalled from his present situation but in such a manner as not to give 
just cause of offence to the Nizam, and our Residents at every court 
must be instructed to watch over the views and wishes of those with 
whom they are stationed but by no means to give any encouragement 
to a deviation from the treaties under which we at present hold our 
possessions. 


25. If we listen to such remonstrances as those which the Nizam 
has brought forward there is no country in our possession ivhich we can 
expect quietly to hold for a moment. The fundamental principle which 
we must rest upon is the preservation of treaties inviolate, and while tv'e 
continue to act invariably upon that principle we shall be warranted 
to insist upon holding in our favor evei7 right to which we are entitled 
by treaty. 


26. We have attentively perused the three letters from Lieutenant 
Anderson, dated the 18th and 20th January and 1st February, addressed 
to the late Governor General. We greatly approve the ability and 
prudence which he exercises in the discharge of the duty of his station. 
His reasoning upon the situation and disposition of Scindia appears to 
be well founded, and every consideration suggested by him tends to 
confirm iis in the opinion we have decisively formed of refraining from 
all unnecessary interference in the contentions of the Indian powers, 
while they leave us and o^ur allies in the quiet possession of our territories. 
We must be careful observers of the movements of other powers, but never, 
without absolute necessity, take a part in their political contentions. 

27. We observe from Mr, Anderson’s letters that Scindia is extremely 
desirous that we should not have a Resident at the Court of Poonah. 
We are perfectly sensible of the importance of Scindia’s friendship, and 
place great confidence in Mr. Anderson’s prudence to preserve it, but it 
would be very impolitic in us not to have a Resident at Poonah when we 
have every reason to believe that other European powers will not be 
defective in treating the head of the Maratta Government with, that 
mark of respect, and this consideration ought to be urged with Scindia 
as a decisive reason why we must adopt the same policy. Besides this 
we can nes'er, consistently with our own dignity and importance in India, 
submit to be dictated to at what courts we shall or shall not be repre- 
sented by Residents of our own appointment, and acting under our own 
instructions. 


^ likewise observe in Mr. Anderson’s correspondence that 

Scmdia expresses a great anxiety for the return of the Shazada to his 
athers dominions, but is decisive against his returning beyond the 
trontiers of ours or the Vizier’s territories accompanied by any force to 
piotect him. You will manage that whole business with prudence and cir- 
cumspection, but we think it proper to apprize you that we have no wish, 
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in the present distracted state of the Mogul empire, that the young Prince 
should be induced to withdraw himself from under our protection. We 
can give no encouragement to any idea of engaging in warlike enierprizes 
for the purpose of re-establishing the ancient dignity of the Mogul empire, 
but although it should be attended with some small expence to render 
the Shazada’s residence comfortable within our or the Vizier's territories, 
we think that expense fully compensated by the advantages of the Shazada 
being safe and under our protection. 

ag. Our last dispatches from Bombay state the amount due to the 
King of Travancore for supplies of pepper at Rs. 3,40,238, and that 
from their hopes of discharging it being so distant they are precluded 
asking any further aid from him in this commodity. We therefore 
direct that you take immediate measures to enable the Bombay 
Government to assure the King of a speedy liquidation of this debt, 
either by instalments or at some fixed period, not very remote, that 
we may not be deprived of this article of our investment or be thought 
unmindful of the King’s attachment to the Company during the late war. 

30. The paragraphs wc have submitted on the subject of the 
Honorable Charles Stuart will point out to you the opinion wc entertain 
of the conduct of the members of the Board of Trade in resisting his pre- 
tensions to the first scat at that Board. The orders wc have sent out» 
and the subordination we have established of all the Boards to the autho- 
rity of the Supreme Government, will in future prevent all such hesitation 
in submitting to your authority. 

31. We transmit you, a number in this ship's packet, an account 
of the quantities of saltpetre sold for the last 20 years together with 
the quantities delivered the Board of Ordnance during the said period. 
On comparing this account with the quantities we have now on hand, 
and what we may further expect by the ships of tliis and the next year, 
we find that, upon the return of the ships to be sent out this season, 
after making a suitable deduction for what the sales may take off during 
that period there will still remain on hand a quantity equal to upwards 
of three years’ consumption. It is therefore our positive directions that 
after the receipt of these advices you do not, upon any account, lade 
upon any ship more saltpetre than the quantity expressed in the respect* 
live ships’ charterparties. 

32. The saltpetre has some years past come in bad condition but 
this year particularly so, the bags are absolutely perished with the dry 
rot so that the petre is in a manner in bulk. We direct that you 
pack the same in the strongest gunnies that can be procured and take 
every means possible to prevent the like complaint happening in future. 

33. We have put up a quantity of the refined petre to sale by way 
of giving it a trial, but not a single bag of it sold. As the charge of 
refining the same in this country is so very reasonable (it not exceeding 
2sh. per quarter) we are of opinion the refining the same in Bengal 
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will not be attended with any advantageous consequences. We therefore 
toLrthat you immediately revert to the old .node of send.ng home 

the petre in the gruff. 

94. Saltpetre has for many years been a losing article of our 
trade, and from the stock you will perceive we have on hand we have 
been under the necessity of lowering the price at our sales in older to 
brin«- it on a par with the foreign markets. That foreigners who can 
only'' be supplied with this article through the medium of ourselves 
should be able to undersell us therein is a matter that requires senou.s 
attention. We therefore direct that you transmit us a complete detail 
of information respecting the present state of the trade in this article, 
specifying particularly : 

the places at which it is manufactured, 


the medium quantity annually produced, 
the cost attending its manufacture, 

the manner in which your purchases are made, whether by 
contract or otherwise. 


the price at which it is purchased, with the several charges upon 
the same from its first cost to its delivery on ship board for Europe, 


the quantities annually allotted to each of the foreign nations 
with the terms and conditions on which they are supplied, 

the quantities sent to Bombay, Madras or any other of our 
settlements, 

the extent of the inland trade therein and in what mode the same 
is carried on with every other information you may be able to furnish, 

in order that, by a due investigation of the subject, we may, if 
possible, adopt some mode for rendering this article a profitable 
branch of our commerce, or at least to prevent our losing thereby as 
we have hitherto of late done. 


35. Redwood also falls under the same description as to its being 
unprofitable. The principle reason of its being introduced as an article 
of our investment was from its utility as dunnage in the lading of our 
ships, in consideration of which it was formerly stipulated with the 
owners to bring home 30 tons on each ship, which was the usual quantity 
laden, at half freight. We observe however that of late years notwithstand- 
ing the high freights at which our ships have been taken up, and that 
redwood now pays the same freight as other goods, you have increased 
the usual quantity of this article from 30 to 50 tons per ship. We are 
aware that you may have been led into this measure from the difficulties 
you have been under to find tonnage for our returning ships, but as we 
are m hopes this will not hereafter be the case we direct that you do 

not lade on any ship returning from Bengal more than the usual quantity 
of 30 tons. ^ ^ 

36- We herewith transmit for your information and guidance the 
sale books with observations and remarks on the raw silk sold in the 
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country suflice for such boundfcss pretensions, nor arc they compatible 
with yours and the national Interests, which may eventually suffer as 
certain a ruin from the eirccis of private competition and the claims of 
patronage as from the more dreaded calamities of war, or the other ordi- 
nary causes which lead to the decline of dominion.*’ 

7. In one word we enjoin you to allow no such embarrassing reflec- 
tion to occupy your thoughts in the consideration of your establishments; 
your sole rule is to be the exigency of the public service, and you are not 
to continue upon the establishment of any ojjc department any one 
office or any one salary not warranted by tl)c real exigency of the service. 

8. By the late Act of Parliament the legislature has established by 
positive declaration the justice of promoting our servants abroad by 
gradation. For the purpose of carrying into effect this principle, as 
literally as can be done consistently with the good of our service and a 
necessary attention to the peculiar merits and qualifications of our 
servants, we would recommend it to your particular consideration how 
far it may not be practicable to divide the offices, you may find it neces- 
sary to keep up, into different classes according to their value; and if such 
a division can be made it will naturally occur to you to distribute the 
offices of highest value amongst our servants of the oldest standing, observ- 
ing the application of the same principle to the other subordinate offices. 

9. We arc sensible that in the application of this principle, modifi- 
cations and exceptions must become necessary; one will obviously occur 
that there may be servants now in possession of more valuable offices 
than is consistent with their rank, according to the rules we have suggested 
for your future distribution; and it may likewise very probably occur 
in many instances that persons thus prematurely promoted may be pecu- 
liarly well adapted for the situations they enjoy, and that the removal 
of them to make way for others would be of prejudice to our service. 

10. In all such cases we are sensible it will be necessary for you to 
make exceptions, but we desire you to be particularly cautious not to 
extend this exception beyond its real intention, and above all not to 
keep up any unnecessary offices upon the plea of rewarding past services. 
We reprobate such a principle. Meritorious servants must look for re- 
ward as vacancies occur, and the exception we have warranted is confined 
to the case where the office is essential to be kept up and where you might 
be embarrassed by the arrangements we have ra.adc in deciding by whom 
it is to be held. 

11. There is another general principle which we direct you to 
observe in the formation of your different establishments. We shall in 
the course of this dispatch point out to you the general branches or 
departments under which we intend our business in future to be con- 
ducted, and it will of course be your duty to appropriate a competent 
establishment for conducting the business of these respective departments. 
In making this appropriation you will be particularly attentive to the 
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peculiar qualifications of the servants allotted to each for it is our mteiv 
Ln that they should remain, as much as possib e, alhxed to those p.uii- 
cular departments, and ris.e in them in regular gradation ivhere no 
particular demerit occurs to intciiupt it. 

12. We conceive this principle, being adopted and adhered to, will 
be attended with iinporiani advantages. ^ It will ensure our various 
departments of business being supplied with servants regularly trained 
in the business of the department to which they belong. It will be a 
great means of checking wanton and partial supercessions, neithei is it 
Justly liable to the objection of being a damp to the ardour and emula- 
tion of able and diligent servants, for there will still remain oliices 
enough within the patronage of the Supreme Government, and ^ not 
officially connected with any of the departments into which our business 
is divided, and we trust and direct that the Supreme Government do 
attend to extraordinary merit, in respect of abilities and diligence, in 
the disposal of the offices of this latter description. 


13. In making up your establishments to be reported home for our 
final revision we desire you to attend to the following circumstances. 
We observe there are employed monthly writers and other native servants 
in the various branches of our service and we have reason to believe that 
many articles of business can be performed by them equally well, and at 
infinitely less expence than by any European servants. If this has been 
the foundation of employing them in our service the employing them 
merits our approbation, but if they have been employed to do the busi- 
ness of writers and others in our service we cannot pass over a practice 
of that kind without marking it with our disapprobation, as subversive 
of all order and introductory to every species of idleness and dissipation 
in our settlements. We mean not, however, at present to take any 
retrospective view of this practice but we desire you to advert to it in 
the formation of your establishments, with a view to the economy so 
requisite in our affairs. 


14* You will recollect that you are now employed in forming a 
standard establishment for conducting the business of each office. We 
are perfectly aware that confidential situations in general ought to be 
filled up by European servants and accordingly a proper supply must 
a ways be kept up, but from what we have observed and learned upon 
good information we are confident that considerable saving of expense 
m our establishments may be effectuated by employing natives in copy- 
ing papers and in other subordinate occupations, and we direct you to 
atten to this circumstance in reporting to us your advice what we 
ought to adopt as our standard establishment. 

1 have deemed it expedient to leave with you the 

elai^ of retrenchments we consider it equally so to inform you of the 
ecision we have come to upon some important arrangements in the 
conduct of our business abroad. 


^0 
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16. Instead of the various subdivisions of departments, by which 
the business of our settlements is now conducted, it is our order that the 
whole detail should be carried on under the following branches:- 

1st The Board of Council 
and A Military Board 
3rd A Board of Revenue and 
4th A Board of Trade. 

17. The first of these boards is to be the same in its constitution 
as the Council, lately established by the Act of Parliament, for regulating 
the affairs of India, and with which, so constituted, the legislature has 
intrusted the Supreme Government of our respective settlements; in them 
is vested the general executive government together with a superintend- 
ing power over every other department, subject only in the exercise of their 
authority to such rules and limitations as the legislature has prescribed. 
The Superior Council will still continue to act in its double department 
of Public and Secret, and the duties respectively belonging to each seem 
to be accurately defined in the minute of the Governor General and 
Council of the 23rd of September 1783, to which we refer you; except 
in so far as in the definition of the business of the Public Department it 
mentions "matters which regard commerce and shipping”, our intention 
is that matters of that description are to belong to the Commercial 
Department. 

The Military Board 

18. We direct that this Board consist of 1st — the Commander in 
Chief, 2nd — the senior officer at the Presidency, 3rd — the senior officer 
of artillery, 4th — the Chief Engineer. 5th' — the Adjutant General, 6th — the 
Quarter Master General and yih- — the Commissary General. It is not our 
intention, by the institution of this Board, to erect any military autho- 
rity in your settlement in any degree independant of the superior civil 
executive government of the country, as vested in the Board of Council, 
but we are of opinion that much benefit will be derived from this insti- 
tution in the detail of such business as is immediately connected with 
the regularity, the economy and the effective strength of our army. 

19. It will be their business to examine into the state of the musters 
of the troops and to give their strictest attention that all the establish- 
ments are kept up to the full complement. 

20. It will be part of their duty to be regularly informed of the 
amount, both in quantity and quality, of provisions, ammunition and 
stores of every kind in our forts, granaries and garrisons. 

21. It must be their province to attend to the artillery, arms and 
implements of engineering, so that our settlements may be amply provided 
with every thing requisite for the complete equipment of an army on 
the shortest warning. 
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00. We only mention these particulars as an illustration to point 
out the nature o£ the duty to be performed by this Board, meaning that 
every article of military expenditure shall come under their revision and 
control; but we desire to have, it explicitly understood that no part ot 
the discipline of the army, nor the distribution of the troops, nor the 
application of the force is to fall under their authority, but all these 
particulars are to remain exclusively with the Supreme Government and 
the Commander in Chief respectively, neither do we mean that they are 
to have the power of issuing money or granting warrants foi the issuing 
of money on any account or pretence whatever. We^ mean^ them as a 
board of reference and report, for the purpose of inspection and to 
prevent abuses and deficiencies. 


23. Of reference from the Supreme Council upon all matters of 
military detail, so far as the expenditure of money is concerned, we 
therefore direct our Supreme Council to make use of the Military Board 
in this point of view, in order that the expenditure of the public money 
in contingent articles may be sanctioned by the opinion of the officers 
who constitute this Board; we do not mean that the Supreme Council 
are bound to refer such points for their consideration, or that they 
should be bound to act by their opinions when they have received them, 
but we do expect, that before any material issue of money is ordered 
on the head of military charges the Supreme Council will consider it 
as a useful check against extravagance, if material articles of military 
expenditure are previously considered and reported upon by officers whose 
situations and professions lead them to be particularly conversant in the 
knowledge of every article of military expence. 


24. Although to report upon references made to them by the 
Supreme Council will form a very essential part of the duty of this 
Military Board it is not to be their only duty. We consider it as an 
essential part of the business of the Board and we direct that they 
particularly attend to the various branches of military detail to which 
we have alluded, and that they regularly, from time to time, report to 
the Supreme Council the state and condition of the respective articles 
of service falling under their inspection. 

25. If there is any difference of opinion among them either in 
matters referred to them by the Superior Council or in points, the con- 
sideration of which has originated with themselves, such differences of 
opinion, with the grounds of them, are to be specially reported by them. 

26. We direct that without delay you form, in concert with the 
o cers w o are to constitute’ this Board, such fixed rules and regulations 

or the conduct of their business as may effectually ensure the means of 
tneir being furnished with such regular returns from inferior departments 
as may enable them to conduct their business with dispatch and regularity; 
they are to report their whole proceedings to you and you are to transmit 
them to us in separate dispatches under the head of Military Department. 
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ay. You will likewise determine what establishment may be requisite 
for the conduct of our business in their department, and you will, from 
our covenanted servants, allot a secretary and such other assistants as may 
be necessary, with allowances adequate to the duties and services to be 
performed by them; but in settling those allowances you will attend to 
the same spirit of economy which it is our intention to introduce into 
every other department. 

28. We trust the regulations you shall frame and the instructions 
you shall give to the different servants under you connected with 
military business will be sufficient to bring before the Military Board 
every material of information necessary for them to be possessed of, but 
if it [at] any time either additional instructions or occasional orders shall 
be requisite they are to apply for them to the Superior Council. 

29. After having thus laid before you such outlines of this business 
as may enable you to institute and regulate this Board, we think proper 
to conclude with a repitition of our explicit declaration that this Military 
Board is to possess no authority exclusive of and independent of the 
Supreme Civil Government, but are in all respects to act under you and 
through the medium of your authority. 

Board of Revenue 

30. Various plans have been devised and carried into execution 
within these fifteen years for the collection of the revenue. It is no part 
of our intention, at present, to enter Into a discussion of the merit or 
demerit of these various plans, but thus far we are clear that the fre* 
quent variations of system which have occurred have been attended 
with much inconvenience and great expense. It is therefore full time 
to adopt a settled plan; and for that purpose we direct that there be 
a Board of Revenue to reside at Calcutta, to consist of one of the junior 
members of Council, without any addition to his present salary, and four 
other of the most intelligent of the senior servants of the Company. 

31. To this Department is to belong (subject to the controul of the 
Superior Council) the whole administration, settlement, collection and 
receipt of every branch of our revenues together with the controul of the 
several officers concerned therein; but they are to have no power of 
issuing any money for any purposes whatever, except in consequence of 
orders or warrants from the Board of Council, in whom this authority is 
to be exclusively vested. 

32. We think it unnecessary to detail the particular regulations by 
which you are to arrange this Department; we think it sufficient to refer 
you to the institution of the present Committee of Revenue, upon the 
foundation and principle of which we mean this Board should be 
esiablished, and the general line of their duty to be the same. 

33. The experience you hsive had of the conduct of your business 
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o£ revenue in the hands o£ the Committee o£ Revenue will enable you 
to iudffe how £ar the original regulations o£ that mstitutton will admit 
o£ correction or improvement, and to that consideration your serious 
attention will be directed; and with respect to collectors and all other 
officers subordinate to the Board of Revenue you will, in concert with 
them, give a complete revision to the whole system of the establishment 
and will arrange it with due attention to the strictest economy and to 
the general rules which we have, prescribed for your conduct. 


34. We trust that long before this time you have made great and 
useful progress' in this business, and if in the arrangements you have 
already made, either from motives of lenity or from your having been 
over persuaded by the importunity or remonstrances of our servants, 
your measures have not coincided with the rules we now prescribe you 
will revise your own conduct in those respects., and conform yourselves 
to the orders we have given. 


35, We think it almost unnecessary to add, as in justice to you 
we must suppose, that immediately upon the receipt of our letter of the 
11th April last you will have, according to the terms thereof, reduced 
the whole of our revenue expenses within the sum of seventy two lacks 
of sicca rupees. The further orders and directions we now give are 
founded on a full conviction that by a steady adherence to the principles, 
we have directed you to observe a permanent establishment may be 
formed for the administration and collection of our revenues, consider- 
ably below the large sum of seventy two lacks of sicca rupees. 


36. As an essential part of the conduct of this Board of Revenue 
will be connected with a steady adherence to just and uniform principles 
in their transactions with the zemindars and other landholders in the 
provinces under our Government, we have bestowed much attention 
upon^that subject; to arrange a final system upon that head would 
certainly require other aids than that of general theory and would 
require the benefit of local knowledge, but being possessed, as we are, 
of much useful information by the able writings of oiir servants in 
India, who have discussed that subject, and having the still further 
advantage of the assistance of some of our most able and experienced 
servants who are now in England, we propose, in one of the early ships 
o ^ this season, to transmit to you our sentiments upon the general 

prmcip es which we conceive ought to operate in regulating the tenures 
of the landholders in India. 00. 


37 ' The proceedings of our Board of Revenue will of 
regularly reported to you, and by you transmitted to us in 
packet under the head of Revenue Department. 


course be 
a separate 


Board of Trade 

remaining department. The duties of it 
be the same as those of the present Board of Trade but very 
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different in their constitution, for in place of the inefficient principles 
upon which the present Board is formed we direct that a new Board 
be constituted, consisting of. .the remaining junior member of Council as 
President, without any additional allowance, and four other members 
selected from among the senior servants of the Company, to whom 
competent allowances adequate to the importance of their situation 
must be given, cither by established salaries, in lieu of all emoluments, 
or by allowances ultimately depending upon their success in the sale of 
our exports and the purchase of our investments. 

39. We do not positively direct you to adopt either the one or the 
other mode of provision for the members of the Board of Trade lest 
some objection, unforeseen by us, might occur; but we arc much inclined 
to be of opinion that as well with the members of the Board of Trade 
as with regard to every other servant in any respect concerned in the 
purchase of our investments, or the sale of export goods, a considerable 
part of their emolument should depend upon the success of our sales 
in Great Britain, as by such a regulation their own interest would be 
deeply concerned in procuring the best qualities of goods in the assort- 
ment of our investments. 

40. Wc direct that the Board of Trade, as now to be constituted, 
should be subject, like all other departments, to the superintendence and 
controul of the Superior Council. Many inconveniencies have arisen 
from the present Board of Trade having been formed and having acted 
upon other principles. 

41. It is not our intention that the Superior Council should 
wantonly, or without urgent cause, interfere in the measures which the 
Board of Trade may see cause to adopt for the conduct of our commer- 
cial concerns, but if they shall be of opinion that there is urgency 
sufficient to call for their interference we direct the Board of Trade 
implicitly to obey; if after respectful remonstrance to the Superior 
Council they should still think proper to adhere to their original opinion 
the responsibility will then rest upon them and we shall be the ulti- 
mate judges. 

42. The whole proceedings of the Board of Trade will, of course, 
be reported to the Superior Council and by them transmitted to us in 
a separate packet, under the head of Commercial Department. 

43. You will consult the Board of Trade, as newly constituted, 
upon the proper establishment of servants to be allotted for the conduct 
of our commercial concern, taking care that on no account the expenses 
of our Commercial Department exceed the limitation prescribed by our 
dispatches of the 11th April last. 

44. Indeed we must, in a most especial manner, inculcate to you 
the propriety of forming our commercial establishments upon the 
strictest commercial principles. The territorial revenues are a valuable 
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commercial resource if viewed in the light of an eKtended and beneficial 
enlargement of our capital. But they will ultimately be productive o 
the most baneful consequences, not only to our own commeicial interes 
but to the general prosperity of the empire, if by means of these collateral 
resources a system of waste and extravagance should prevail m the 
formation of our commercial establishments altogether incompatible with 
the genuine principles of mercantile economy. 


45. Upon this subject it only remains to add that notwithstanding 
the division of departments we have pointed out for the regular conduct 
of our business, if the Governor General should see cause to give his 
personal attendance at any of the boards he shall at all times be at 
liberty to do so, and when he does attend, shall preside at the board and 
have a casting voice in case of equality. 


46. As we take it for granted you will instantly carry into execution 
the arrangements for the conduct of our business, which we have now 
ordered, it only remains for us, upon this subject, to inform you that all 
our subsequent dispatches, on that supposition, will be addressed to you 
in your Public Department, Secret Department, Military Department, 
Revenue Department or Commercial Department. 


47. Dispatches under the two first addresses will, of course, remain 
with the Superior Council in one of its departments, Public or Secret, 
and orders will be given by them to the inferior boards, conformable to 
the dispatches they shall receive in their Military, Revenue and Com- 
mercial Departments. 

48. By this. means all correspondence will continue to pass through 
you; at the same time, by a subdivision of the detail of our business, the 
whole will be conducted with regularity, dispatch and economy. 

49. Dispatches from you are to come addressed to us under the 
same heads of Public, Secret, Military, Revenue and Commercial, and the 
business of this Court will be arranged by us in a manner correspond- 
ing thereto, except so far as concerns business of a secret nature, which, 
m terms of the Act of Parliament, must be conducted through the 
medium of the Secret Committee. 

We have long regretted an abuse which is now become so 
prevalent, and has gone to such an extent, that we must be peremptory 
m taking the most effectual measures to put an end to it— we allude 
to the practise of our servants having access to and transmitting home 
o t eir ^ivate correspondents such part of our records as they think 
proper. Our orders therefore are that no person but the members of the 
itterent boards shall have access to their records, except the Secretaries 

those entrusted by them, and that no private copies 
snail be gmn thereof except to the President of each board if he shall 
^ persons so entrusted we shall look for responsibility, 
an 1 copies of any of our papers, correspondence or records shall be 
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discovered in rhe possession of any persons not warranted by the Govern- 
ment, either at home or abroad, wc shall certainly take the most 
effectual measures in our power to discover by whose means the com- 
munication has been made and will dismiss from our service any person 
who shall be found guilty of disobeying these our orders. 

51. Anotlier practice, of a similar nature, likewise calls for our 
animadversion; many of our servants, possessing our most coniidential 
situations, are accustomed to indulge themselves, without reserve, in 
corresponding, by their private letters, upon the public affairs of the 
Company: this is attended with many inconveniences, is directly con- 
trary to our repeated orders, and wc desire you will take the most 
effectual means to prevent it; and if any of our servants presume to 
continue in a practice so contrary to our wishes and orders we shall 
certainly mark our disapprobation by the severest tokens of our dis- 
pleasure. 


52. It is incumbent upon us further to inform you that a practice 
has sometimes prevailed, of late, of our servants abroad sending home 
public letters to the care of persons resident in this country to be 
delivered by them or not as in their discretion they shall think proper. 
We prohibit any such practice in future, and direct that all letters to 
us from our servants abroad be addressed directly to the Court of 
Directors and sent by tlie usual conveyance. No other will be received 
by us. 

53. Your letter from the Secret Department of Inspection, dated 
31st January last, has been received, and we think it proper, without 
delay, to remark on several of the particulars it contains. 

54. The principles of reform laid down in the five first resolutions 
you passed, as contained in the 7th paragraph of your letter, have our 
entire concurrence, and it was upon similar grounds our directions for 
reduction were given in the Separate Letter of the nth April last. 

55. We are highly satisfied with the strict injunction, mentioned in 
the nth paragraph to have been given by you to the Committee of 
Revenue, for reducing, as far as possible, the expenses of the collectorships 
and other offices and establishments dependent on that Committee, and 
we trust that by the exertions of the Committee, in consequence of your 
beforementioned injunctions, every requisite retrenchment has been or 
will be made. We avoid entering into a discussion of any of the parti- 
cular reductions you mention your having made in the Revenue Depart- 
ment; but we desire you not to infer either approbation or disapproba- 
tion from our silence; for, having left the detail of the retrenchments, 
in the first instance, in your hands, we reserve ourselves till the whole 
is completed, and will not pledge ourselves upon a partial view of the 
subject to the continuance of any particular office, untill by a complete 
review of^the whole of your work we are enabled to judge how far our 
expectations are fulfilled, and our ordeK completely carried into execution. 
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r6. By the 21st paragraph oE your letter we observe you have 
resolved to abolish three of the adaxoliUs only, but we are of opinion 
more may yet be done on this head; the very large salaries given to 
the iudges of the adaiuluts call for serious attention, and we rely on you 
to mak? every further reduction in this branch of expenditure that inay 
be practicable; but we are the less anxious to be particular in that 
examination at present because we think the whole system merits revision. 
It is a question well worthy of consideration whether the adawluls 
should at all be distinct from the power of the collectors, and upon that 
subject we shall transmit to you our sentiment by some of the eaily ships 
of the season. 

Salt 


The commission allowed to the Comptroller and salt agents you 
appear to have reduced exactly in the proportion ordered by us in our 
Separate Letter of the nth of April, and we arc pleased to find you 
have abolished the deputy agents; but we must particularly direct a 
compliance with our further orders for abolishing the salaries to the 
Comptroller and agents, as we are of opinion the commission will be a 
sufficient recompense for their services. For this reason also we dis- 
approve of the resolution, contained in the 23rd paragraph of your 
beforementioned letter, “ of taking into consideration the claims of the 
original officers, employed from the commencement of this institution, and 
ordering a reward to their services in having been the means of increas- 
ing the fund”; for as the commission drawn by those officers increased 
of course with the fund, and appears to have been a very ample allow- 
ance, so we cannot admit of the least necessity existing for making them 
any further pecuniary compensation. 

58. In giving our negative to this resolution, because we think it 
an unnecessary expenditure, we desire to have it perfectly understood that 
we are fully sensible of the useful services of those concerned in the 
business of the Salt Department. 

59. When we consider the alarming decline of the salt revenue in 
the year 1780, and for which no remedy seemed for sometime to present 
Itself, we acknowledge ourselves indebted to the abilities and zeal of 
Mr. Hastings, for a plan suggested and compleated by him, which not only 
retrieved that branch of trade and revenue but produced an effective 
beneht to the Company beyond our most sanguine expectation. It is also 
with pleasure that we remark the industry and talents displayed by 

r. Henry Vansittart, the Comptroller, in carrying the plan into execu- 


60. Upon the subject of salt, as indeed upon every other article of 
revenue, we must take this opportunity of expressing our directions 
that the statements transmitted to us be made up at all times 
w perspecuity. In your letter of the 27th. of Novem- 

17S2, when the first year was closed, you say that the nett ” profit 
had exceeded twenty five lacks of rupees”, and to [sic] proceed’ to 
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inform us that " the probable real increase of revenue to the Company 
will be near thirty lacks of rupees"; which wc suppose is exclusive of 
the former produce of Government customs. Then in your letter of 4th 
of April 1783, paragraph 15, you state the profit, which you were well 
assured of realizing, at no less than rupees 57,25, 673-i5-o (fifty seven 
lacks twenty five thousand, six hundred and seventy three). Mr. Larkins, 
in his remarks on the accounts laid by us before the Honorable the House 
of Commons, estimates the produce of the year 1785 at rupees 45,00,000 
(forty five lacks), yet in your estimate of your receipts and disbursements 
for the year 1784/5, which required every possible degree of accuracy, 
you take it at no more than rupees 35,00,000 (thirty five lacks). From 
such different statements it is diflicuU to form any steady conclusion, and 
if wc were to rest on them only wc should be induced to dread a 
diminution of our salt revenue, but wc arc encouraged to the contrary 
expectation by the information of our servants lately arrived from India. 

61. We think it incumbent on -us to say, whilst we arc drawing into 
our own treasury the profits on salt, which used to be enjoyed by con* 
tractors and merchants, that it is not our wish in general to assume to 
ourselves any articles of the internal trade of our provinces which can 
be conducted by private merchants, paying a suitable duty to Govern* 
inent. But in regard to the salt when individuals could not be found to 
engage in it on any terms, which could with prudence be accepted, and 
there was danger that the manufacture would be lost to Bengal, the 
attempt was judicious. Now that it has been rendered successful by 
employing the Company's capital we think the Company may, with great 
justice, continue to possess the emolument. 

62. We would not therefore make any alteration in the mode of 
conducting this department farther than we have already ordered in our 
letter of the lUh April, with regard to the salaries and commission of the 
comptrollers and agents, which we here confirm. 

63. If experience has proved that the plan mentioned by you in 
your letters of 22nd December 1781, paragraph 19, and 28th October 
1783, paragraph 40, of putting the land revenue of the salt mehals under 
the care of the Comptroller of Salt has had salutary effects towards 
supporting this important resource, and at the same time in contributing 
to the satisfaction of the zemindars and molunghees, we authorize the 
same to be continued. 

64. We trust that you will take sufficient care that there do not 
accrue any outstanding balances either amongst the manufacturers or the 
purchasers of the Company’s salt, which, if not properly guarded against, 
might eventually cause a very serious defalcation from our apparent profits. 

65. We desire you will inform us whether any and what loss the 
customs of the port of Calcutta may have sustained from your prohibiting 
the importation of all foreign salt into Bengal, and what market you 
conceive there will now be for the salt formerly manufactured upon our 
own possessions on the coast of Coromandel. 
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66. You will also acquaint us, from time to time, what is the 
price of salt to the retail merchants and consumer in various towns 
or aurungs in Bengal and Bahar. We approve the measures you adopted 
for disposing of 3,40,480 maunds, as mentioned in your letter of Novem- 
ber 25th 1780, paragraph 28, and the medium price of 1,61 rupees 
per 100 maunds fixed for the salt of 1781/2 does not appear to us in 
any respect unreasonable. 

67. We recommend it to your consideration whether the export^ of 
salt might not be encouraged and encreased to those countries, lying 
to -the northward of Bahar, where rock salt brought from a great distance 
principally supplies the consumption. If the trade to that part of 
Hindostan could be promoted in the article of salt, even by allowing a 
considerable draw-back of the duty at the Patna Custom House, importani 
advantages must unavoidably result to the Company’s interest. 

68. We understand likewise that a very beneficial trade in this artich 
might be prosecuted within the kingdom of Assam for which returns 
might be made in gold dust and other articles. We wish as much as 
possible to' open this channel. If the export trade of salt from our owr 
provinces could be increased we conceive that it would not be difficuh 
in a flat sea coast of such extent as that which lies between Balasore anc 
Chittagong to increase the manufacture so as fully to keep pace with th( 
exportation. 


Customs 


69. The reductions you have made in the Customs, so far as the^ 
go, appear to us commendable but they fall short of our orders of th( 
11th of April last, respecting the retrenchments in this department, b’ 
which you will perceive that the Board of Customs was to be entire!’ 
abolished, the allowances to the collectors reduced to their amount ir 
1776, and the whole charge of collecting the Government customs to b< 
defrayed from the sum of 72 lacks of sicca rupees for the charges of th< 
Revenue Department. 

70. We therefore refer you to our former orders on this subjec 
and positively direct that they be adhered to without the least deviation 


Committee of Grain 

71. The establishment of the Committee of Grain we consider 
among the other temporary appointments which were to cease wh 
their objects were obtained, and we accordingly directed that evt 
such establishment made in consequence of the war or otherwise shot 
• be entirely reduced, but as you seem convinced that good consequem 
may result from a partial continuance of this committee we yield in ti 
reasoning on the subject, and acquiesce in your Reso 
tion thereon but we expect that the expense be regulated by t 
strictest economy. o « i 
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Poolbundy 

72. Respecting the charges of pooibundy^ ox repairing the embank 
ments of the rivers, which you mention, in the 30th paragraph of the 
same letter, to have particularly recommended to the committee’s 
revision we hope some reduction may be made in this article, but great 
care must be taken lest by an ill judged parsimony these embankments 
may be so much neglected as to endanger the cultivation of the lands, 
and if the zemindars are allowed to make the repairs themselves, as you 
propose and which may be highly proper, the committee must be very 
attentive that they punctually perform that duty. 

Civil Establishments 

73. We approve of the reduction you have ordered to take place 
in the article of Persian masters, but as you do not yet appear to have 
come to any final determination respecting tlic further retrenchments 
to be made in the civil establishments we can only, for the present, 
repeat and enforce our former orders on this head, that the whole of 
the civil charges shall not exceed the sum prescribed in our before- 
mentioned letter and the same with respect to the marine charges. 

Pensions 

74. We cannot approve of the pensions which, by the 40th para- 
graph of your letter, you have resolved to grant to the servants removed 
from or not in possession of offices. Such allowances could only have 
been made with the view of keeping our unemployed servants in India 
in a degree of affluence on many occasions greater than they would do 
even when employed. 

75. Our final determination is that a senior merchant whose 
fortune is not equal to £10,000, ten thousand pounds, shall receive from 
us as much with the interest of his own money as shall yield him an 
annuity of £400, four hundred pounds, per annum. A junior merchant 
whose fortune is not equal to £7,500, seven thousand five hundred pounds, 
shall receive from us what with the interest of his own money will yield 
him an annuity of £300, three hundred pounds, per annum. A factor 
or writer whose fortune is not equal to £6,000, six thousand pounds, 
shall receive from us as much as with the interest of his own fortune 
shall amount to an annuity of £200, two hundred pounds. 

76. We are sensible that these annuities will bear a small proportion 
to the incomes which many of our servants who will now be out of employ 
have formerly enjoyed, but the inconvenience of that circumstance is 
greatly removed by their not being obliged to reside in India till situations 
occur in which they can be employed. 

77. We therefore authorize you to signify to our servants out of 
employment that they have our permission with their first convenience to 
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return to Great Britain, where they shall enjoy the above annuities accord- 
ino- to their respective ranks, till the time that they are again put into 
employment: and let them always recollect it is not from a spirit of 
injuring them but from the necessity of our own affairs, and a desire to 
pay the debts and restore the credit of the Company, that we are obliged 
to have recourse to those measures. 

78. We now advert to the steps you have taken relative to our 
military establishments, as stated from the 41st to the 55th paragraphs 
inclusive pf your letter of the t)f January, to which we have had 
occasion to advert in other particulars. 

79. With regard to the measures you have taken, or may still take, 
for the reduction of those articles of military expense which you properly 
stile the extraordinaries of the army we leave that, as well as many other 
subjects of detail we have mentioned, to your completion before we can 
deliver our final opinion. We direct, however, that upon no account they 
exceed the limits we have prescribed in our letter of the 11th of April 
last; on the contrary we confidently trust that your exertions, acting in 
concert with the Military Board we have appointed for your aid, will 
tend to a very considerable reduction within that standard. 

80. In our letter of the 11th April we intimated to you our deter- 
mination to take an early opportunity of directing what we conceived to 
be an adequate military, establishment in time of peace. We have accord- 
ingly done so, and after collecting the best information we could find, as 
well upon general as local knowledge of the subject, we have prepared 
and herewith transmit our scheme of a military peace establishment, and 
we enjoin you to carry it precisely into execution. 

8 1. We conceive it to be of the utmost importance to the success of 
our military operations in India that the corps which compose the armies 
at Bengal, Madras and Bombay should be so formed as to enable them to 
take the field on the shortest notice and to act with effect whenever they 
shall happen to be united upon service; we have therefore resolved to 
arrange the whole military establishments according to one uniform 
system and to reduce the corps of every denomination, at each of the 
Presidencies, to the same strength in point of officers, non-commissioned 
officers and privates. 

82. It is therefore our express orders that the following plan shall 
e immediately adopted for the military establishments at Bengal, Madras 

and Bombay, and that no deviation from the proportions settled by this 

p an shall henceforth take place without our particular orders for that 
purpose. 


European T roops 

That one regiment of European cavalry shall consist of: — i. 
CO onel and captain, i lieutenant colonel and captain, 1 major and 
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captain, 3 captains, 6 lieutenants, 6 cornets, 6 quarter masters, 1 
chaplain, 1 adjutant, 1 surgeon, 2 mates, 24 Serjeants, 24 corporals, 
6 trumpeters, 6 liautbois, 324 private men; and that an allowance 
shall be made for six rough riders, exclusive of the pay attached to 
their station as corporals in the corps. 

That one company of European artillery shall consist of: — 1 
captain, 2 lieutenants, 2 lieutenant fireworkers, 4 serjeants, 4 corporals, 
8 gunners, 56 matrosses, 2 drums and fifers, and 2 ^ckalUes or 
watermen to be allowed for the use of the company. 

That 5 companies of the same strength shall constitute a batta- 
lion of artillery tvith the following proportion of field and staff 
officers: — i lieutenant colonel, 1 major, 1 adjutant, i quarter master, 
1 surgeon, 1 mate; and that an extra allowance be made for 1 ser* 
jeant major, 1 quarter master serjeant, 1 drill serjeant, 1 drill cor- 
poral, 1 drum major and t fife major exclusive of the pay attached 
to their respective ranks as serjeants, corporals, drums and fifes in 
the regiment. 

That the strength of one grenadier or one battalion company 
of European infantry shall consist of: — 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 3 
serjeants, 4 corporals. 2 drums and fifes. 68 privates, and 2 puckallies 
or watermen to be allowed for the use of the company. 

That two companies of grenadiers and six battalion companies 
of the same strength shall constitute 1 battalion of European 
infantry with the following proportion of field and staff officers: — 

1 colonel, 1 lieutenant colonel, 1 major. 1 chaplain, 1 adjutant, \ 
quarter master, 1 surgeon, 1 mate; and that an extra allowance be 
made for \ serjeant major, \ quarter master serjeant, 1 drill serjeant, 

1 drill corporal, 1 drum major and i fife major, exclusive of the pay 
attached to their respective ranks as serjeants. corporals, drums and 
fifes of the regiment. 


Native Troops 

That the strength of one troop of native cavalry shall consist 
of: — 1 subaltern, 1 serjeant (Europeans), i subadar, 3 jemaultdars 
(jamadars), 4 havildars, 4 naicks, 1 trumpeter, 1 farrier, 68 privates, 
and 1 puckallie or waterman to be allowed for the use of the troop. 

That six troops of the same strength shall constitute one regi- 
ment of cavalry with the follmving commandant and staff: — i captain 
commandant, 1 adjutant, 1 quarter master, 1 surgeon’s assistant 
(Europeans), 1 black doctor. 

The senior regiment of native cavalry to be commanded by a 
lieutenant colonel, the next in seniority by a major and the other 
regiments by captains commandant. And that an extra allowance be 
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made for i serjeant major, i quarter master serjeaiit, i drill havildar, 
1 drill naick, i head farrier, i head trumpeter and 6 linemen, exclu- 
sive of the pay attached to their respective ranks as serjeants, havil- 
dars, naicks, farriers, trumpeters and privates in the regiment. 

That the strength of one company of native infantry shall con- 
sist of:- — 1 subaltern, i serjeant (Europeans), i subadar, i jemautdar 
(jamadar), 4 havildars, 4 naicks, 1 drum, 1 fife, 68 privates, and i 
puckallie or waterman be allowed for the use of the company. 

That two companies of grenadiers, and six battalion companies 
of the same strength shall constitute one battalion of native infantry 
with the following commandant and staff officers : — 1 captain, 1 
adjutant, i surgeon’s assistant (Europeans), i black doctor; and that 
an extra allowance be made to 1 serjeant major, 1 quarter master 
serjeant, 1 drill havildar, i drill naick, 1 drum and fife major, exclu- 
sive of the pay attached to their respective ranks as serjeants, havil- 
dars, naicks, drums and fifes. 

That one company of lascars, for the service of the artillery, shall 
consist of: — 1 sarang, s 1st tindalls, s 2nd tindalls, 56 privates, and 
1 puckallie or waterman to be allowed for the use of the company. 

It is our express orders that all establishments respecting native 
artillery, or golandauze, shall cease and that the officers and men of 
those corps shall be incorporated into the seapoy battalions, 
or into the lascars attached to the artillery. It is likewise our express 
orders that none of the natives from the interior country of Hindos- 
tan shall henceforth be taught the exercise of artillery, and that 
none shall be enlisted for the corps of artillery lascars but such as 
are actually seamen or boatmen, settled within the limits of the 
different Presidencies. 

Peace Establishment for Bengal 

3 battalions European artillery 

6 battalions of European infantry 

2 troops of native cavalry 

36 battalions of native infantry 

30 companies of lascars 

And a corps of engineers consisting of: 

1 lieutenant colonel 
1 major 
4 captains 
8 lieutenants 
8 ensigns 

The battalions of native infantry are to be formed into 6 
brigades, each brigade to consist of 6 battalions of sepoys, with i 
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The battalions of native infantry arc to be formed into two 
brigades, each brigade to consist of 6 battalions of sepoys with i 
lieutenant colonel and i major attached as the necessary field officers 
for conducting the military duties and discipline of the brigade. 

When the battalions of European and native infantry arc com- 
manded to take the field for service they arc to be equipped with 
two field pieces eacli; 2 tindals and 28 lascars arc also to be attached 
for working the artillery, and i European non-commissioned officer 
and 8 privates for pointing the guns and taking care of the ammuni- 
tion and stores. 

Whenever a brigade is ordered to be detached on service the 
grenadiers of the battalions composing the brigade are to be formed 
into two battalions for covering the flanks of the brigade, and to have 
two battalion guns attached to each, with a proper proportion of 
European artillery and artillery lascars. On this principle, exclusive 
of the field train, iG field pieces, i company of European artillery 
and 4 companies of lascars will complete the brigade for immediate 
service. 


STAFF 
General Stuff 


Brigade Staff 


Garrison Staff 


Hospital StaS 


C I deputy adjutant general as major 
( 1 deputy quarter master general as major 

f 2 lieutenant colonels attached to the 
1 bri^de 

.( 2 majors attached to the brigade 
I I brigade major as captain 
[ I brigade quarter master as lieutenant 

f 1 fort major 
( I fort adjutant 

f 3 surgeons 
\ 14 assistants 


83. Whenever it becomes necessary to increase the army at any of 
the Presidencies, beyond what is settled for the peace establishment, no 
alteration must take place in the proportion of officers etc., settled for 
the different corps of the Presidency. On such occasions complete com- 
panies are to be added to the artillery and artillery lascars, complete 
regiments to the cavalry, and complete battalions to the European and 
native infantry. Draughts are to be made from the old corps as a founda- 
tion for the additional levies in proportion to the extent of these levies; 
and the old corps will make good their respective deficiencies in conse- 
quence of these draughts by recruits; so that the same proportion for one 
company of artillery and artillery lascars, and of one regiment of cavalry 
and one battalion of European or native infantry, shall invariably remain 
the same, in the old and the new corps. 
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84. Upon, this subject it will be observed that the military estab- 
lishment we have directed for the other settlements make no provision 
for an establishment at Fort Marlborough. In our letter of the nth 
April last we intimated to you our determination of reducing the Presi- 
dency of Bencoolen to a Residency in like manner as it was from the 
year 1754 to 1759,. and to place it under your Government. We further 
direct that whatever military establishment may be necessary to be 
stationed there shall be a detachment from your army, and in all respects 
form a part of it. 


85. Every circumstance indicates the propriety of this arrangement, 
and our attention has been in a peculiar manner called to it by an appli- 
cation of the loth August 1784, made to us by our officers on the Ben- 
coolen establishment, the grounds of which appear to be perfectly 
warranted, and it does not occur to us that any such radical remedy can 
be applied to their complaints as by the arrangement we have now 
suggested. We transmit to you a copy of their representation. 

86. We have been advised that one company of artillery, two 
companies of European infantry and four companies of native infantry 
would be a proper establishment to be stationed at Fort Marlborough, 
and if you are of opinion that the army we have directed to be kept up 
under your establishment will not admit of so large a detachment from 
it, consistently with the safety of our provinces, we authorize you to make 
an addition to the Bengal establishment, as above directed, to the extent 
of. what may be necessary for the Fort Marlborough detachment. 

87. In reducing your array to the establishment now prescribed by 
us we are aware that there must be a considerable number of super- 
numerary officers of different ranks. We lament the loss of the service 
of so many able and gallant officers and shall take the earliest opportunity 
which offers of restoring them to it. In the mean time we direct that 
all European officers who may fall under the reduction be allowed the 
half pay of their respective ranks and be permitted to, return home to 
their native country, where they shall enjoy that allowance until the 
opportunities offer of restoring them to full pay on the establishment. 

88. With regard to native officers we think it improper to permit 
them to be disbanded from our service upon such terms as may leave them 
any temptation to betake themselves to any other service; possessed as 
they aie of military skill and discipline acquired in our army, we think 
a temporary expense, though considerable, well bestowed to prevent such 
therefore direct you to retain them upon full pay and to 
mke the earliest opportunity of restoring them to their former situations, 
l erhaps some of these, native officers may wish to be provided for by an 
allotment of waste lands at Boglepore, upon the same terras as the in- 
valided officers, if so, we think it would be a very unexceptionable mode 
of providing for them and we suggest it for your consideration. 
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Military Hospitals 

89. Conceiving the care of our sick or wounded soldiers to be an 
object dictated as well by sound policy as by humanity wc have bestowed 
particular attention in examining that subject; and the investigation has 
pointed out to us the propriety of transmitting to you precise regulations 
for the conduct of our liospitals. These regulations have in view to 
remove every chance of the troops suffering from a want of proper attend- 
ance, comfortable accommodations, good medicines, diet, hospital neces- 
saries etc., and to establish such a controul over the several departments 
of the hospital as will limit the annual expenses to what arc merely 
necessary and ascertain the charges with accuracy. They have likewise 
in contemplation to abolish the absurd practice of allowing surgeons to 
benefit in proportion to the number of sick under their care, or to derive 
any advantage in consequence of the remaining a length of time in the 
hospitals which, under such a system, must be too often the case to the 
prejudice of the service and to the great disgrace of humanity. But at 
the same time that these regulations arc particularly directed against any 
degree of abuse they hang out encouragement to men of abilities and 
character to prosecute the medical line in India by establishing reason- 
able prospects to individuals and a regular progression of rank from the 
highest to the lowest stations in the Company’s service. 

90. These regulations arc contained in two papers which accompany 
.this. One, entitled “ Regulations respecting Military Hospitals in India ”, 
the other, entitled ” Forms and Regulations for the Apothecary in charge 
of the Medicine Stores at the different Presidencies in India.” 

91. Our military establishments even upon the scale to which they 
are reduced, joined to the proper supply of our hospitals, will require a 
very considerable number of surgeons and assistants. But from the latest 
returns we have seen, we take it for granted you have at your settlement 
a sufficient number for all the purposes we have directed, and likewise as 
many more as may afford a supply to our other settlements, if any shall 
be required by any of them. We observe that you have appointed a great 
number of assistant surgeons at Bengal since the year 1781, without our 
permission. This is a practice which we prohibit in future. 

92. As in the present state of our affairs we cannot admit of any 
unnecessary expense we have come to a resolution and direct that no 
more surgeons or assistant surgeons than those necessary for our several 
hospitals and establishments shall draw pay or allowances from the Com- 
pany. The supernumeraries must depend on their private practice until 
vacancies fall, as it was not our intention in permitting surgeons of any 
description to proceed to India to practice in their profession that they 
should immediately on their arrival receive pay unless appointed to some 
station in consequence of vacancies. 

’ 93. From this restriction however it is our intention to exempt 

such as have been in actual service with the troops or in detachments 
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during the war, and we consent to their drawing their pay and half baiia 
while unemployed. 

94. When in our letter of the idth March 1784, we disapproved of 
the appointments you had recently made of assistant surgeons, and 
nominated others in their room, we were led to imagine that your estab- 
lishments were really so many deficient; _ as therefore the persons, so 
nominated by us, do not stand precisely in the same piedicament with 
those whom we merely permitted to proceed to Itidia to piactice in the 
way of their profession, and to succeed only upon actual vacancies, .ind 
may conceive themselves entitled to some comjiensaiion in conse- 
quence of the above orders, we direct that you giant them a model ate 
allowance until they shall succeed to vacancies upon the 1 educed 
establishment. 


95. We have already, in our letter of the 10th of December 178.1, 
directed you to give every assistance to Lieutenant General .Sloper in his 
endeavors to suppress the excessive use of spirituous liquors among the 
soldiery and the profits which, there is too much reason to believe, have 
resulted from it to the commanding officers at different stations. 

96. We think that the situation of the cantonments affords you 
considerable assistance in the accomplishment of this point, which would 
be attended with little difficulty if proper stipulations were made with the 
contractor for the supply of this article respecting the quantity to be 
delivered by him, and if all other persons were prohibited from sending 
any spirituous liquors within the cantonments. 


97. We are well aware that no regulation of this son can be carried 
into effect while the commanding officer, who should exercise the controul 
in this respect, is permitted to derive a pecuniary advantage from promot- 
ing the consumption, and at the same time debasing the quality of this 
destructive article. We are inclined however to hope that this practice 
has by no means been general, and we direct that in future proper 
measures be taken for enforcing, with the utmost rigour, that part of the 
eighth section of the articles of war by which such profits are expressly 
forbidden. ' 


98. It is impossible for us to enter further into the detail of this 
subject, which must be left to your zeal and local knowledge, but we 
think it necessary again to direct your early attention to it as a point 

which we feel to be of the highest importance, both to the health and 
discipline of our army. 

99. It has been suggested to us that alterations might be made in 
the present mode of cloathing the European soldiers, which would con- 
duce much to their convenience and health without being productive of 
any increased expense to the Company. We direct you therefore to take- 
this subject under your consideration, and having obtained such informa- 
tion as shall be necessary to transmit us your sentiments thereon. 
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100. Another great object of military arrangement wliich remains 
to be finally settled is the prevention of those jealousies and disputes 
which have arisen between His Majesty’s troops serving in India and our 
servants both in ilie civil and military lines. Tliis mailer is now under 
our serious consideration. It is a subject of much delicacy in the 
dilFerent points which are involved in it, but we entertain ilie strongest 
liopes of being able to bring it to such a conclusion as itiay he satisfactur)' 
to all who arc concerned in it and hcneficial to the national interests. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

W. Devaynes / Nathl. Smith / L. 
.SiiHvan/J. Manship/Jn. Townson/ 
John Roberts / Tho. Cheap / Thos. 
I*arr)- / Thos. Fitzhugh / Chas. Mills/ 
London, Jas. Moffat/George Cuining/Faul Le 

the 2isi September 1785. Mesurier/Hugh Inglis/F. Baring. 

Companv’s Separate General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 3. 


•17 

LETTER DATED 22 DECEMBER 1785 

The commanders of Company's ships required lo sign a bond — con- 
tract for Madeira wine — sword presented to Colonel (Cathcart for distin- 
guished gallantry at Cuddalore. 

QUR Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, 


1. We wrote to you overland on the t5th September last, and by 
the ship Earl Talbot, via Fort St. George, under date the sist of the same 
month. 


2. We have since received the following advice.s from your Presi- 
dency viz., 

General Letters dated 26th February and 1st March 1785. 

Secret Letter dated 2nd March 1785. 

Letter in the Secret Department of Inspection dated the same day. 
Letters from the Board of Trade dated 18th, 22nd and 25th 
February 1785. 

General Letters dated 23rd March and 28th April 1785. 

Abstract of the Secret Letter dated. 25th March, and 
Secret Letters dated 29th April and 16th May 1785. 
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Letters in the Secret Department of Inspection dated ^jr^th March and 
29th April 1785. , 

Revenue Letter dated yip'd Marcli 17^5* 

3. And we shall take an early opportunity of giving our orders and 
directions on such parts thereof as may appear to demand our attention. 


Public Dcjjarhncnt 

.ji. We were verv much surpri/ed to hear from our l^resideiit and 
Council at Bombay that, notwithstanding our repeated ortlers, the most 
exorbitant sums have been constantly tiemandetl by the commanders ol 
our freighted ships for the passage of persons to India. In order therefore 
to put a stop to such unwarrantable exactions we have caused a new 
bond to be prepared, which will l)e e.xecuted by all the commanders pre- 
vious to their departure from England (copies are enclosed for your infor- 
mation), and we strictly enjoin you to make a particular enquiry whether 
any sums have been paid, other than allowed by the said bond for the 
passage and accommodation of persons at the commander’s table, stating 
the matter fully to us and taking depositions if necessary, that, upon the 
return of the ships to Europe, we may take proper notice of such comman- 
ders as may not pay implicit obedience to our regulations or answer the 
penalty of the bond which they have entered into with the Company. 


5. Being satisfied with the abilities of Mr. John Hetison, who was 
formerly a pilot in our service at your Presidency, we have permitted him 
to return to Bengal, and direct that upon his arrival he be appointed 
the youngest pilot in our marine service on your establishment. 

6. The following persons have obtained our license to proceed to 
India as free mariners, viz., Thomas Wightman, Robert Hewitt, James 
Bremer, Stephen Newton, William Kcir, Reuben Johnson, Joseph 6rd. 

7. Mr. Alexander Williamson, an assistant surgeon on your estab- 
lishment, who came to England with your permission as surgeon of the. 
ship Southampton has our leave to return to his station. 

8. We have permitted Messrs. John Thomas Atkinson and John 
Richardson to proceed to Bengal to practise as barristers in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. 

f • j letter of the 27th January last, we advised you that the 

tnends of Mr. Schultz had signified to us that he was desirous of return- 
mg troni Bengal, and at their request we directed that he be accommo- 
dated with a passage to Europe on board one of the Company’s ships, 
but It since appearing that Mr. Schultz’s desire was to proceed to Bengal 
to settle his affairs, and he having requested our permission for that pur- 
pose, we have granted him leave accordingly. 

10. Mr, John Smith has our leave to proceed to Bengal and remain 
there three years to settle his affairs. 
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11. i\fr. George Carler am! Nfrs. Diana Hill, portrait painters, have 
our leave to proceed to India to practise in tlicir iirofession. 

12. In our letter of the iiih April last, we acquainted you that we 
had permitted Mr. David Brown and his wife to proceed to Bengal to 
superintend the education of the orphans of the ollicers and soldiers on 
your establishment, and having advanced Mr. Brown £1515 for the passage 
of himself and his ivife we transmit the Ixmd given by him atid Major 
Archibald Mitchell for the rcpa)nicnt of that sum into our treasury 
within sixty days after his arrival in Bengal, in order that the amount 
may be recovered agreeable to the tenor thereof, Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
proceeded on a Danish ship. 

13. Our Council of Supracargos at Canton for managing the Com- 
pany’s concerns in China this season consists of the following gentlemen, 
viz., Mr. William Henry Pigou, Abraham Roebuck, Henry Browne, John 
Harrison, George Cuming, Alexander -Bnicc, Charles Edward Pigou, Henry 
Lane, David Lance, Thomas Freeman, Thomas Kuyck Van Mierop, 
^Villiam Fitzhugli, Richard Hall, .Samuel Peach, Hugh Parkin. 

Department 

14. We have permitted the following military officers to return to 
their rank on our establishment at your Presidency, viz., Lieutenant Colonel 
Robert Stewart, Captain John Hilliard, [and] Lieutenant Robert Kennan. 

15. On the iqih November 1784. wc came to the following unani- 
mous resolution, viz., "That this Court do request of Colonel Cathcart that 
he will accept from the East India Company a sword of the value of one 
hundred guineas in testimony of his gallant and distinguished behaviour 
in storming the French redoubt near Cuddnlore on the 13th June 1783." 

16. Colonel Cathcart having sailed for India before a sword we had 
ordered to be made in consequence of the above resolution could be 
presented to him we have sent it to Fort St. George under the care of 
Captain Pierce of the ship Halsewell, and having given directions to the 
President and Council of that settlement to forward it to you in case 
Colonel Cathcart should be in Bengal, in order that you may present the 
same to him in our name. 

17. By the accounts lately received from Fort St. George we observe 
that the full allowance for passage money had been paid to Lieutenant 
.Scott of His Majesty’s 98th Regiment for whose passage Captain Price of 
the Ceres had been paid by us. In consequence of our ignorance of 
this circumstance the expense of Lieutenant Scott’s passage has been twice 
defrayed by the Company. Therefore in order to prevent the like in future 
we strictly enjoin you not to grant any order to the commanders of the 
Company’s ships to carry any King’s officer to Europe to be paid by us 
for their passage until every enquiry has been made whether any sums have 
been paid them at any of our settlements on that account. 
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18. We shall send 1500 recruiis for ilie service of your Presidency 

by the ships of this season. ^ ^ 

Commercial Depart men t 

19. The names of the ships taken up for India and China for the 
ensuing- season are as follows, viz., 


Ships 

Siilixmn 

CiOieral Goddard 
Fort William 

Foulis 

Valentine 

London 

Ponsborne ... 

Contractor 

Middlesex 

Euro pa 

Worcester ... 

V ansi t tart ... 

Earl of Mansfield 
York 

Neptune 

Stormont 

Bridgewater 

Pitt 

Lord North 
Southampton 
Earl Cornxuallis 
Pi got 

Royal Charlotte 
Royal Bishop 
Kent 

Walpole 

Manship 

Phoenix 

Halsewell 

Ganges 

Berrington 

Hillsborough 

William Pitt 

Earl of Oxford 


Tons 

700 

7.5.5 

70.5 

7oo 

7oo 

7 oS 

758 

758 

755 

755 

755 

758 

758 
758 

758 
723 
755 
755 
758 
758 

755 
758 
758 
720 

755 

758 
755 

755 
758 
758 
755' 
755 
755 
758 


Coniinanders 
Captain Robert 


Thomas Foxall 
George Simson 

George lilachford 
Thomas Wall 
John Eastabrooke 
James Thomas 
William Mackintosh 
John Rogers 
Augustus Joseph 

Applegath 
Captain John Hall 
Richard Lewin 

junior j 

Brodie Hepworth 
William Huddar 


ert >1 

Pouncey | Madeira Coas 


St 

and Chin; 


Coast and 


China 


George Scott 
George Curtis 
William Parker 
George Cowper 
John Bartlett 
William Hall 
Thomas Hodgson 
Geo. Ballantyne 
Josiah Pryce 
William Mears 
Captain Richard 

Hardinge 
Henry Churchill 
Charles Gregorie 
James Rattray 
Richard Pierce 
James Williamson 
Thomas Ley 
William Hardcastle 
Charles Mitchell 
John White junior 


Bencoolen and 
China 
St. Helena and 
China 




fchi 


ina 


St. Helena and 
Bencoolen 
7 Madeira, Coast 
5 and Bay 


I 

I" Coast and. Bay 


1 

j 
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20. All the above ships arc taken iip at £26 per ton freight to China 
direct; at £z’j per ton to St. Helena and China, Bcncoolen and China, 
and Coast and China: at £28 per ton to Uoinbay: and at £29 per ton to 
Coast and Bay. In all other respects they are entertained on the same 
terms as the ships of last season as will appear by reference to their 
respective charterparties. 


21. The consignments to our several seiilemenis in India and China, 
this season, will principally consist of the following particulars, viz.. 

For Bengal 

Cloth 338 bales, long cHs 50 bales, broad long ells 40 bales, tabbi- 
nets 2 boxes, lead 50 tons, iron 50 tons, copper 350 tons. 

For Fort St. George 

Cloth 452 bales, long ells to bales, labbinets 2 boxes, lead 50 tons, 
iron r,o tons, copper 200 tons. 

For Bombay 

Cloth 50S hales, long ells 90 bales, broad long ells 20 bales, tabbinets 
2 boxes, lead 50 tons, iron 50 tons, steel 30 tons, copper 270 tons. 

For the Bussora market 

Cloth 77 bales, long ells 150 bales. 

For Fort Marlborough 

English beef 40 hogsheads, 29 tierces of Irish pork, flour to tons, iron 
10 tons, and 200 musquets. 

For China 


Cloth 150a bales, long ells 3000 bales, camblets 17 bales, tabbinets 2 
boxes, lead 2040 tons. 


22. ^Ve have contracted with Mr. John Kingston on behalf of Messrs. 
Ahmuty and Company, for 180 pipes of the best Madeira wine, (ordered 
very near two years ago for the Bengal market) at £27 per pipe clear on 
board, the pipes to be of the best Hamburgh slaves and to contain 115 
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gallons eacli, also with Messrs. Paul Anisinck and Son, on behali! of Messis, 
Allen and Company, For 328 pipes of the best Madeira wine at £26 per 
pipe, of the same materials and gauge for our difl’erent settlements in 
India and China. 

23. The persons with whom we have made these contracts have 
entered into an agreement that if on the arrival of the wine in India the 
quality should not appear as described, or has usually been sent on the 
Company’s account, the wine shall be sold by auction for account of the 
contractor, who is to receive the profits that may arise thereon and tvho 
on the other hand must make good the loss. We therefore direct that 
on the arrival of the wine at your Presidency you do cause a strict e.vami- 
nation to be znade of its quality, and in case it should prove inferior to 
what you have usually received our orders are that you cause it to be 
sold in the manner, above directed and that you do not fail to ti'ansniir 
us a particular account of your proceedings. 

24. A copy of the contiact will be sent when it has been executed 
by the parties. 

25. Of the 500 pipes of Modeii’a wine to be sent to India, this 
season, 250 pipes ai'e for the service of your Presidency, and will be con- 
signed to you by the undermentioned houses on the following ships, viz.. 

By Messrs, Allen and Company 71 pipes on the Manship and 125 
pipes on the Walpole, and by Messrs. Ahmuty and Company 54 pipes 
on the Manship, And Messrs. Ahmuty and Company will also put 
2 pipes on each of the ships Sulivan, General Goddard and Fort 
William for our supracargos at Canton. 

We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 

W. Devaynes / Nathl. Smith / Jn. 
Townsen / Jacob Bosanquet / Chas. 
Mills / Samuel Smith junior / Hugh 
Ingiis / Jas. Moffat / E. Boehm / 
George Cuming / Thos. Parry / Jno. 
Michie / Paul Le Mesurier / John 
Roberts/Thos. Cheap. 

Company s General Letter to Bengal. 

No. 1. 

No. 9. 


London, 

the 22nd December, 1785. 
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Company, for the use of Poplar Plospital, treble the sum so taken beyond 
the suras before-mentioned, and for securing the same was to give bond to 
the said Company. And whereas by another resolution ^ of the said 
Court of Directors of the said United Company, made the nineteenth day 
of October, 1785, it was resolved that the commanders of ships, in the 
said United Company’s service, [should] be restrained from demanding of 
persons accommodated at their tables, in the [passage] from India, other 
suras than what they arc allowed to take by orders of Court of the first 
December, 1775, and the 17th December, 1778. Now the condition 
of the above-written obligation is such tiiat if the above-bounden 

do or shall, by any ways or means whatsoever, directly 
or indirectly, either in England or in India, demand from any general 
officer, gentleman of council, colonel, lieutenant colonel, senior merchant, 
junior merchant, major, factor and captain; or demand or take from any 
writer, lieutenant, ensign or cadet, any greater sum or sums of money, 
or other gratuity or satisfaction, for the passage and accommodation of 
such respective persons in their or his voyage out to or back from India, 
on board of the said ship, than the respective sums hereinafter mentioned, 
that is to say for every general officer, the sum of two hundred pounds; 
for every gentleman of council, or a colonel, the sum of one hundred 
and fifty pounds; for every lieutenant-colonel, the sum of one hundred 
and twenty pounds; for every senior merchant, junior merchant, 
or major or captain, the sum of one hundred pounds; for every writer, 
lieutenant and ensign, the sum of eighty pounds; and for every cadet enter- 
tained at the commander’s table, by the commander’s consent or the com- 
pany’s orders, the slim of sixty pounds, and, if in such case the above- 
bounden , his heirs, executors or administrators do and shall 

pay to the United Company or their treasurer, upon demand, to be applied 
by the said Company for the use of Poplar Hospital, treble the sum so 
taken beyond the respective sums hereinbefore mentioned; then the 
above-written obligation shall be void and of none effect, but otherwise 
shall be and remain in full force and virtue. 

Sealed and delivered (being first duly stamped) 
in the presence of — 


Captain to the East-India Company 


Bond to pay forfeit to Poplar Hospital for taking 
more than allowed by the Company for the passage 
of persons to or from India. 


Fort William. 


We have the honor to be 
Honourable Sirs 

Your most faithful, haimble servants. 
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LETTER DATED 9 FEBRUARY 1782 

Movement of ships— French privateers— concessions to commanders 
of ships — military stores sent to the Carnatic — Dutch prisoners at Chinsuui 
to be transported to Europe — storage and disposal of the oulnance and 
investment taken from the Dutch — prize money in lespecl of Rohilla 
campaign — unjust treatment of Captain Ogilvie. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 


To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Adairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. Since the dispatch of our last letter to you by the Swalloiv, under 
date the 29th of December 1781, we have laden the Grosvenor with rice 
for Fort St. George when[ce] she will receive a cargo for England. The 
ships Dartmouth and Resolution have also arrived here from that place 
and the former is now returned with a cargo agreeable to the enclosed 
invoice, amounting to current rupees 15,12,800. 


2. It was our intention that the Resolution should proceed in 
company with the Dartmouth to join the homeward bound fleet at Fort 
^ St. George that they might all sail together from that 

place, but as the season is advanced and the Resolution 
requires some repairs before she can be ready for so long a voyage we 
did not think proper to detain the Dartmouth any longer on her account. 


^ 3. Having received information that some French privateers were 
cruizing in the Bay, we thought it necessary, both for the security of 
14th January Company's property and the protection of the 

rice trade to Madrass, to dispatch the Dartmouth in 
company with the Yarmouth (a ship belonging to the Company which 
we had armed for the convoy of the opium ship to China) and such 
other vessels as we were sending with stores to Madrass. 


4. The Yarmouth is thence to proceed to join the Betsey at Rhio, 
at which place we have accounts of her safe arrival, and to afford her 
assistance in transporting the goods which will be received in barter for 
the opium, as well as to give her protection during the remainder of 
her voyage to Canton. 


5. We have just received accounts from Canton of the arrival of 
the Duke of Portland, Contractor, Ponsborne, Royal Charlotte and 
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Rodney packet on the ^olh of September last, and that tlic supercargoes 
were preparing goods for the cargoes of iC ships \vhich they expected 
to dispatcli in tlic course of this season, but we apprehend that they 
will be disappointed of titis number by the late arrival on the Coast 
and detention of 6 of the China ships which sailed from England in 
Commodore Johnstone’s fleet*, and as we have many more goods in the 
warehouse here than it will be possible to procure tonnage for in the 
course of this year we shall probably find it necessary to alter the destina- 
tion of some of these ships and return them direct to Europe from hence 
instead of sending them to China. 

6. At the particular solicitation of Captain Poynting who commands 
the Resolution we have agreed to extend the same favor to him and 

his officers rvhicli had been granted to other captains 
a8i January. year's shipping in the article of certificates, 

and have accordingly authorized double die amount of the usual privilege 
to be received from him; his pretensions from the particular scr\’iccs ren- 
dered by his ship since her first arrival in India recommend him strongly 
for that indulgence. 

7. Having altered the destination of the iVnncy which vessel has 
now been coppered and rendered fit for a Europe packet we propose to 
dispatch her immediately to England with the complete narrative of the 
Governor General’s proceedings, which we expected to send by our last 
but it did not come down in time. 

8. We have in consequence allowed Captain Hiffernan, the com- 
mander of this vessel, to pay into the treasury the usual sum allowed to the 

captains of packets for certificates redeemable in 
a4ih January. England in order to defray his cxpences while there, 
and have advanced him 4000 sicca rupees for the charges of the vessel 
on the way home, of which be will give you an account. 

g. Captain William McIntosh who was appointed to the command 
of the Lively packet at Fort St. George on the rcsigna- 
241 lauuary. Captain Forrest has likewise been allowed the 

usual privilege of certificates for money paid into the treasury here. 


10. We have just received advice from Madrass of the arrival of 
the Swallow packet which sailed from hence at the beginning of last 
month. By her we consigned to the President and 
2n January. Council at Fort St. George 1 lack of rupees in specie, 

and by the present dispatch we make a further remittance to them in 
specie of six lacs divided equally on the Dartmouth, Yarmouth and 
Resolution. 


11. We have also laden on board the Yarmouth and other vessels 
bound to Madrass a quantity of military stores for the 
2nd January. army in the Carnatic, and shall not relax 

in our endeavors to afford every possible assistance to that Presidency 
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during the continuance of the distresses which have been brought upon 
them by the destructive contest with Hyder Ally. 

13. Understanding by accounts from Ganjam that a French priva- 
teer had burnt and destroyed a large number of country craft, laden 
with grain for the settlement of Fort St. George, in the Bay of Coringa 

we thought it advisable to authorize a gentleman then 
14th January. point of sailing with some vessels laden with 

rice, on the Company’s account, to agree to any moderate terms of 
ransom that the enemy might demand in case of his falling into their 
hands, stipulating at the same time against the chance of recapture in his 
way to Madrass; and we allowed him upon obtaining sufficient vouchers 
of the fact to draw upon us for the amount, 

13. We had the satisfaction to hear soon after .that the privateer 
quitted her station upon a rumour of the approach of the Chaser frigate 
which arrived at Coringa shortly after her departure, and it is with 
pleasure we receive a report from Madras dated [ • • • ] January of the 
safe arrival of all the grain vessels laden by the Company which were 
expected to that time. 

14. Having ordered the usual supply of stores for the island of 
St. Helena to be laden on board the Dartmouth, Captain Thomson made 
objections to agents against receiving any more than the quantity stipu- 
lated by charterparty, which allows us to ship only five tons without 
an acknowledgement entitling his owners to full freight for any excess. 
As it is of great consequence to furnish the island of St. Helena with 
the necessaries they require, and as your orders for the quantity of stores 
to be laden on each ship are particular and positive, we shall comply 
with them in every instance as far as we can and leave it to you to 
settle the difference with the owners; but as it has frequently happened 
that the stores sent to the ships have been actually returned for want of 
room and the Company put to the risk and expence of sloop-hire for 
conveying them down the river as well as to a loss upon their resale 
at Calcutta, and as the island of St. Helena may suffer both disappoint- 
ment and inconvenience from the want of them, we recommend it to 
you to make such alteration in the charterparties as may admit a suffi- 
cient tonage for these articles in future. 

15. Agreeably to the orders contained in a letter which we received 
from your Secret Committee on the breaking out of the war with Holland 
we directed all the Dutch prisoners at Chinsura to hold themselves in 
readme^ to be sent to Europe by the ships of this season, in consequence 
of which we received remonstrances from many of them, but particularly 
fiom M. Ross, the late Director or Governor, in which he urged the 
necessity of his proceeding by the way of Ceylon, but we did not think 

u* his request in this point and therefore insisted on 

his obedience to our former injunctions. With respect to the others, 
although we judged it necessary to establish the rule for them all to 
go by diiect conveyances to Europe, we agreed to consider the 
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Colonel Watson for this ship and to the captain and ofiiccrs a consideiation 

of 8000 sicca rupees in lieu of privilege for the voyage. 
5ih February. particular instructions which we have given res- 

pecting this vessel and the Betsey will be seen on the fore of the 
consultations. 

21. In consequence of your last order respecting the late Vizier’s 

donation to the and Brigade in lieu of prize money 
2nd January. Rohilla campaign we have written to the Resi- 

dent at Oude for a particular state of that demand, and wait for his reply. 

22. Captain William Ogilvie, who was dismissed the Company’s 
service by sentence of a general court martial while under General Sir Eyre 

Coote in the Carnatic, has applied to us [to be] restored 
24th January. rank, but as we had received no information 

respecting him from the General by whom the sentence of the court had 
been conlirraed^ nor any power to redress him in the situation he was in, 
we allowed him to follow the alternative of returning to England to by 
[lay] his petition before your Hon’ble Court, but we think it incumbent 
upon ns to remark, for your information, that by the proceedings of the 
court which he laid before us he appears to have been rather .harshly 
treated, as the original charge was not for any heinus [heinous] offence 
and the crime in itself, if fully proved, too trivial in our opinion to 
deserve so service [severe] a punishment. 

23. At the particular recommendation of 'the Commander in Chief 
we agreed to promote Major John McPherson- to the rank of lieutenant 
colonel previous to his resignation of the Company’s service on the pen- 
sion. His pretensions after a period of a a years’ service in the King's and 
Company’s troops in this country without having once been to Europe 
and his meritorious conduct as an officer gave him a good title to this 
indulgence. 


24. We have also complied with the recommendation of the Com- 
mander in Chief in promoting Captains James Satt [Scott] and Thomas 
Bradl[e]y to the rank of major, that they might, in consequence, resign 
14th January. • service and enjoy the pension allowed to invalid 

officers of that rank, but as we conceived that the 
precedent, however allowable in particular cases where the extraordinary 
services of the officers added to the particular circumstances of their situa- 
tion from long standing in the army, and the possession of property which, 

support, might preclude them from making 
the affidavit required, were strong arguments for their promotion, yet we 
thought It necessary to put a stop to these recommendatiofis, and accord- 
ingly desired the Commander in Chief to refrain from them in future. 

25. We have since had before us the cases of Captain Richard 
28th Januaiy. Sturgeon, an old invalid officer, who by his standing 
, j , , in the army would have attained the rank of major 

had he not been superceded on account of his being in that corps, and of 
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Presidency of Fort St. George with cattle, but as their pressing distresses, 
for the relief of which we had entered into this engagement, were 
removed by the distance of -the conveying part [?] of Hyder Aliy’s troops 
from Madrass, and the President and Council informed or [us] that the) 
had no present occasion for these articles, we proposed to Mr. Touchet 
to cancel the contract which he had entered into. This he has consented 
to do on condition that we will load the vessels which he had prepared 
for the transportation of cattle [with] grain, so that they may sail before 
the 25th of this month. We have therefore ordered such as may be read)' 
by that time to be laden accordingly and dispatched. 


4. Major Thomas Bradl[e]y, having obtained the necessary certificates 
to entitle him to the military pension, and taken the oath of gratification, 
[qualification], proceeds to England a passenger in the Nancy. 

5. Captain Robert Rayne has also resigned the service and taken 
18th February. his passage on the Nancy. 

6. We have sent a number of Dutch prisoners of the lower class 

on board the Dartmouth and the Nancy, to be transported to England; 
lists of their names will [ ] 


7. By the copy of a minute and letter to Major Popham, which 
make a number in the packet, you will observe that we have taken into 
our consideration the references made to us by the Governor General 

on the subject of the Company’s right to the booty 
found in the garrison of Bejygnr, which was imme- 
diately seized and divided by the troops concerned in the reduction of 
the place. We refer you to those papers for our determination on this 
point. 


lytli December. 


8. We have received a letter from Mr. Larkins, our Accomptant 
General, soliciting to be replaced in his former rank on the list of Com- 
pany s servants, next below Mr. Thomas Calvert and immediately above 
Ml. John Taylor, as the gentlemen on the list of that season by rising 
to the rank of senior merchants will supercede Mr. Larkins, who by your 
express appointment was fixed to remain the youngest senior merchant on 
this establishment. 


9. This appointment when granted to Mr. Larkins was intended 
to gi\e him precedence on the list of Company’s servants, but as it can 
no longei be attended with that effect it would be an injury and degrada- 
tion to him to continue it as his assistants in time would rise to a rank 
aho\e him. Mr. Larkins’ merits entitle him to every indulgence which 
can be shewn him; we therefore venture, with confidence, to recommend 
lm> lettei with our minutes upon it, which make a number in the packet, 
to voui personal [notice] and his cause to your favourable consideration. 
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LETTER DATED lo APRIL 1782’ 

Banking houses of Gopal Das at Benares and the principal cities of 
the Deccan — grain sent lo relieve Madras — Sir Rdward Hughes fleet to 
move to a southern station — fresh agreement until Prinsep regarding 
minting copper coins — appointment of a fixed commandant for the fort 
William garrison — General Stihberfs petition againsi his supersession — 
new policy regarding grant of additional ranks. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Hon’ble United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


Hon’ble Sirs, » 

1. We have the honor to forward a duplicate of our last address 
to you by the Nancy, dated 14th February. 


2, Having been disappointed in our expectation of the return of 
the Chapman from Fort St. George in time to receive a cargo for Europe 

this season, we resolved to alter the destination of the 
28th tebruary, Valentine, which was then here, and to dispatch her to 
England in company with the Resolution. Captain Lewis, with great 
readiness, vmdertook the voyage proposed for him. 


3. The Valentine being now laden for England, according to our 
orders, will convey to you a cargo amounting, as per inclosed invoice, 
to current rupees 15,49,600. 


4. The Resolution not having been repaired by the 23rd ultimo, the 
time limited by charterparty for her dispatch, and the Board of Trade 
informing us that it was probable she could not be ready early enough 
‘'rth March accomplish the voyage this season, we judged it 

■’ ’ necessary, in order to preclude any protest from Captain 

Poynting, to declare her dismissed from the Company ’,s service, until 
she should be reported to us fit to receive on board the ladings desimed 
for her. ® ® 


5. The Queen has been again laden with rice for the use of the Presi- 
dency of Fort St. George, whence she will proceed on her former voyag'e 
to China. ^ ° 


6. The Southampton was likewise ordered to be laden with grair 
for Fort St. George, but as it was judged necessary to send her intc 
dock to repair the damage which she had sustained in the voyage oui 
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by running foul of the Essex before she could return to Europe, we 
«tl F b lar agreed to dispatch her to llombay, and took that 

* opjjortunity of conveying a quantity of saltpetre, 

required by that Presidency, which could not otherwise be transported 
there but at an exorbitant freight. 

7. The Fortitude had been laden with rice for Fort St. George 
at the same time with the Queen, and was ready to sail in compatiy with 
her, but the violence of the weather discovered a leak 


r,llj April, 
sary to unload her. 


before she qtdtted the river, trhich trill make it neces- 


8. The .irtij-e frigate, on which we had laden 6 lacks of rupees 

in specie, for the use of tlte Presidency of Fort 

St. George, was obliged, through stress of weather, to 

put back, having sprung a leak which made it dangerous for Iter to proceed. 

9. Out of 13 lacks of rupees designed for that Presidency, whereof 

wc infonned you that wc had dispatched 6 lacks by the Dartmouth 

Indiaman, and Varmoulh and Resolution country ships, in February 
last, we arc only informed of the receipt of 2 lacks by the Resolution, 
which ship is since returned here and has been offered to convey a 
further supply. The Dartmouth and Yarmouth were not arrived there 
so late as the 32nd ^^arch. 


10. Although the Presidency and Council at Fort St. George continue 
to draw upon us fur considerable siiins as the only means of discharging 
many of the demands upon them, and those who have demands are 
consequently under the necessity of receiving bills, yet regular bills 
of exchange for any amount are not procurable from the merchants 
and bankers here which could serve as a remittance to that Government, 
and the Bay being at this time infested by the ships of the enemy’s 
fleet, whose operations on the Coast you will learn from our Secret 
Letter, it is become very hazardous to send specie. We have therefore 
by the assistance of the house of Gopaul Doss*, a very considerable 
shroff, who, exclusive of his principal establishment at Benares, has agents 
fixed for the transaction of the remittance business at most of the capital 
cities in Deccan, endeavored to settle a plan of remittance by bills 
through the channels of Nzuugpore and Hydrabad to Mussulipatam and 
even to Fort St. George, and have hopes that in the 
■ course of two months it may be so far effected as to 

yield a constant and ample supply to that settlement. 


11. We have likewise taken means for procuring large stores of 
grain for the relief of the I^esidency of Fort St. George by directing 
the different collectors of the grain districts, which have 
’ fortunately produced very abundant crops this season, 

to make purchases on the Company’s account and to send down these 
supplies, at the cheapest rates, to Calcutta. 
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12. To the President and Council at Fort St. George we have 
written desiring them to engage all the tonnage they can procure to 

transport it, and as a number of transports belongmg 
5th April. Commodore Alms’ squadroiv’ are already arrived in 

India, and many more may be expected in the course of this season, we have 
no doubt of being able to throw into the garrison of Fort St. George 
as large supplies of provisions as will be required for the support of 
that place and the army, provided, as we have every reason to suppose 
from the result of the late naval engagement, that our fleet is able to 
cope with that of the enemy or at least to divert it from destroying the 
grain vessels. 

13. We have received letters from Fort St. George informing us 
that Vice Admiral Sir Edward Hughes* was to sail, with the whole 

fleet under his command, to a southern station on the 
1st April. twenty-fourth ultimo, and that the Grosvenor would 

be dispatched for England to sail under his convoy out of the Bay, but 
that the Rockford had been found too leaky to proceed with the cargo 
which we had laden upon her, and was therefore discharged from the 
service that she might go round to Bombay to be repaired. 

14. The Chapman was arrived at Fort St. George from Negapatnam 

the twenty-second ultimo, and her prize, the Due de 
' Toscanne, hospital .ship to the French fleet, is safely 

brought into this river. 


15. In consequence of the representation of Captain Lewis, that 
he should not be able to secure his property on board the Valentine 
th March insurance in England on account of her sudden 

.dispatch for that place, and in compliance with his 
request therefore that we could increase the privilege which he was allowed 
to pay in money here for certificates repayable in England we agreed to 
receive from him and his officers double the stipulated amount, for which 
certificates will be accordingly granted to him. 


16. Captains Douglas, Gregory, Poynting, Walker and Lennox 
had other pleas for urging a similar request, but not less forcible that 
I8th March. [than] the foregoing; they complained of the heavy 

25 th Maich. charge of interest to which they would be subject upon 

the loans they had taken up in England, by their ex- 
, traordmary detention in India,, and prayed to be aflowed certificates which 
they might remit home to discharge those loans. The utility of the services 
w ich they had rendered and the force of their pretensions to this indul- 
gence, added to our pressing demand for money to supply the Presidency 
o 1 ladrass, induced us to extend the privilege likewise to these ships, and 
to grant them and their officers leave to pay double the usual amount 
° ^^®^sury for certificates to be discharged by the Company in 


ty. The ships Southampton and Resolution having lost their surgeons 
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wc ordered assistnnt surgeons, belonging lo tins establishment, to do duty 
iKli March. OH board llicin for the remainder of their voyages, 

a;, Hi March. ^ Mr. A. Williamson is appointed to the Southampton 
and Mr. G, M. Kenderdine to the Resolution. 

18. At the rctpicsi of Captain ^tackc^'^^e, of the ylclivc frigate, %ve 
have supplied that ship with too barrels of gunpowder, for which his 

25th l-cbru.iry. rt-'ceipt is enclosed. We have also supplied the 
,jdi .M.irch. l^alentine with i.jo round and 50 double headed shots 

for 12 pounders, in consequence of an application for 
that purpose from Captain Lewis. 

19. Twenty of the vessels belonging to Mr. Touchet, which wc 
mentioned in our last, were laden with rice by the twenty-fifth February, 

mil Mardi agreeably to our orders, and had dropped down the 

river as far as Fulta; but the southerly monsoon 
having set in with uncommon violence this [season], and remarkably early, 
wc did not think it safe to let ihem proceed and have, in consequence, 
ordered them to he unladen and laid by till the return of the mild season. 

20. By the copy of our .Secret Letter overland, dated 8th April, 
which makes a nuinher in this packet, you will observe a particular 
slate of the iuvostmciu ]>rovided for this season, and now lying in 
the warehouse of the Board of Trade for want of tonnage lo convey it 
to England; you will also see llic abstract of a plan we have adopted 
for supplying an investment for the ensuing year, a copy of which, for 
your fuller information, we enclose. By untoward accidents we have 
been deprived of the services of several ships ivhich we expected to 
return to you in the course of this season. The Neptune sprung a leak 
and was obliged to proceed to Bombay for repairs, the Hinchinbrooke 
never arrived, the Rockford has been under the necessity of depositing 
her cargo at Madrass, the Chapman is still detained at that place and 
the Resolution unable to proceed from hence; we hope nevertheless in 
the course of next season, reckoning upon the aid of all these ships, 
except the Hmchinbrooke, and those which may be expected from 
Europe, to dispatch to you forthwith cargoes before the end of April 
1783. 


21. You have been informed of the agreement which had been 
entered into with Mr, John Prinsep for coining and establishing a 
copper currency throughout these provinces. The coin was received 
accordingly at the treasury from his mint and issued in all payments made 
from thence in the proportion of one per cent; but difficulties occurring 
in circulating it by this mode, we gave orders not to 
18th February. receive any more from the mint than could be actually 
passed without coercion or constraint. Mr. Prinsep having worked up 
a large quantity complained us of the hardship of being obliged to 
maintain his establishment of a mint, which had been formed at a 
considerable expence, and of being left with a gireat property in copper 
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coin which remained dead upon his hands without any return, and 

offered, at the same time, to effect the circulation or it 
1st April. himself, upon commission of it should be left entirely 

to him; as the plan which he proposed to 'US was the most likely to succeed 
and as the attainment of the revenue expected from this object depended 
entirely on its being carried into effect we agreed to his proposal, and 
have allowed him an increase in his commission, ecpral to 8 rupees per 
maund, so that the Company are now to pay Mr. Prinsep sixty-eight 
rupees for every maund of copper currency which he shall ciiculate at 
eighty rupees, under the present checks and regulations established over 
the mint, he accounting quarterly to Government for the difference 
between these two rates. 


22. In consequence of an application from some of the persons 
who had taken up annuities here upon their lives and were about to 
depart for England soliciting that a clause might be added to the annuity 
bonds making them payable in England, in order to obviate the necessity 
of leaving agents in this country to receive and transmit to England the 

bills of exchange on the Company which by the tenor 
18th February. bonds they were entitled to, we promised to 

relieve them from this expence by making it a rule that the bills of ex- 
change, in favour of such annuitants as were gone to Europe, should 
regularly be delivered in triplicate at the Secretary’s office here, and trans- 
mitted numbers in the packets of different ships to the India Plouse, where 
you will be pleased to order them to be delivered out accepted to the 
parties themselves or to such agents as they may appoint to demand 
them, upon any proof which you may deem sufficient of the existence 
of the principals at the period of granting such bills. We did not 
think proper to agree to the request of the annuitants to make it a 
condition that the sums should become payable to them directly in 
England, both because we thought we could not bind the Company by 
such . an engagement and because it would have anticipated the payment 
of their claims by the length of time which the bills have necessarily 
to run before they become due. 


23. Mr. Charles Donaldson, attorney for the heirs of the late 

Mr. John Stuart, at their desire, has renewed his request to us to be 

4th March. allowed the arrears of Mr. Stuart’s salary as Secretary 

and Judge Advocate General, from the period of his 
removal from those offices in Bengal till his demise under the assurances 
that It was yo*ur intention to have made him that allowance. As we had 
no authority from you for complying with such a claim we thought it 
necessary to reject it, leaving the attorney at liberty to refer it back to 
his constituents or to pursue such other means as they might have 

advised for prosecuting it with success. 

-.4. In consequence of a minute from the Governor General, stating 
the irregularities and inconveniences which he experienced in* conducting 
the details of the garrison for want of [a] fixt officer under him, 
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whose duty it said [would] be to attend to the order and cleanliness of 
3-ih February place, and to the due execution of such points as 

■ properly fell tinder that station, we agreed to appoint 
a fixt comniandam of the garrison, and this place has accordingly been 
given to Colonel Hampton. 

25. We beg leave to offer to your favorable and uitciuivc perusal a 
letter addressed to us on ilic iwcnty-tliird February, by Brigadier General 
281I1 February Stibbcrl* as Connnandcr in Chief of the forces on 

this establishment, representing the hardship which he, 
as oldest Brigadier General in the Company's service, was exposed to 
from a superccssion by all the officers of that rank in His Majesty’s service 
who, when lie was appointed a genera! ofliccr, were only colonels and 
lieutenant colonels, and particularly instancing the eases of General 
Stewart at Madrass, his junior ofliccr in the Company's service, and Lord 
McLeod who was again junior 10 the latter in the King's service. 

2G. We could not hut be sensible of the justice of this complaint, 
and being desirous of testifying our approbation of the distinguished zeal 
an<l attention which General Stibbcri has ever shewn 
a n cjniary. executing the important duties of his station as 

Commander in Clucf of the forces under your superior Government, we 
resolved to grant him such redress as was in our power, and accordingly 
promoted him to the rank of major general of your forces without any 
increase of allowances. 


27. We beg leave to recommend it to you to confirm this commission. 
The General has solicited that we would further request your interces- 
sion to obtain from His Majesty a grant of the same local rank in his 
service in India; we cannot recommend, but think it sufficient to express 
the General’s wishes in this respect, and to leave them to your pleasure to 
be complied with; at the same time we beg leave, with all deference, 
to submit to you the propriety of distinguishing the officers of your Supreme 
Government in India by such rank or precedence that they may suffer 
no degradation when upon service with the officers of your inferior 
Governments. We think the superiority of this Government intitles them 
to a preference, particularly when it is considered that we have not only 
contributed most essentially to the wants of the other Presidencies in 
supplies of every kind but have furnished large detachments of troops 
to their assistance, who, as well as the officers commanding them, are 
put to additional charges and inconvenience by being on a foreign 
service. 

28. Colonel John Touingham, having been obliged by his ill state 
o£ health to resign the Honorable Company's service and to proceed to 
Europe for his recovery, takes passage for himself and family by this ship 
the Valentine. 

29. Lieutenant Colonel John Maepherson also takes passage by this 



10 APRIL 1785 


305 


ship, and is possessed of the necessary certificates for obtaining the 
pension. 

30. Major Robert Stewart has likewise been under the necessity of 
resigning the Honorable Company’s service on account of his health, 
in ordei° to repair to Europe for a change of climate. As he had taken 
his passage on this ship and was apprehensive when it should be known 
in England that Lieutenant Colonel John McPherson, his Junior officer, 
was promoted above him it might cast a slur upon his reputation in 
the opinion of those to whom the cause should not be explained, he 
prayed to be allowed to retire with the same rank lundcr the customaiy 
reservations from [the service]. 


31. We agreed to gratify Major Stewart, and accordingly promoted 
him with the above reservations. We were also obliged to extend this 

favor to Major Crabb, an officer of distinguished merit, 
18th March. senior to Major Stewart and a principal instru- 

ment of the successes obtained in the treasury of Benares lunder the 
command of Major Aplin. He had previously desired and obtained our 
leave to resign the Company’s service for the benefit of his health, and 
was to be a passenger in the same .ship. 


33. Although these promotions neither entitle the officers to whom 
they have been granted increase of pay or command, since their service 
and promotion only takes place on the resignation, they will, most pro- 
bably, be intitled to both, by regular succession, long before they can return 
from Europe, and although it gives them no advantage whatsoever but 
the mere nominal rank which is conferred, we have thought it expedient 
. to put a stop to it here by a resolution not to confer 

^ ^ ' additional rank in future on any person out of the 

regular course of rotation, except in favor of such officers as have been 
disabled, by wo'unds or particular services, from the. performance of 
further duty in India, and being near the head of the list have no other 
motive for continuing in the country but to rise to a superior rank, which 
may enable them to retire upon the pension. We think that the indul- 
gence of immediate promotion to such officers is fully warranted, because 
the fund is not only able to afford it but it opens a door for merit to be 
rewarded by means which may enable the parties to avail themselves of 
a benefit, which they must otherwise forego from the state of their cir- 
cumstances, and which would only remain to be enjoyed by those who 
come after them, at a period less productive of those occasions which 
could call forth the merits of your officers [and] entitle them to such a 
recompence. 


33. In this class is Lieutenant James Moore who, from the unhealthi- 
ness of the situation of 3 udjygur during the campaign at that place, 
18th March. acquired a most dangerous illness, and has been 

. , reduced, at an early period of life to quit the country 

wi bout any present prospect of being able to return to his duty. We have 
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ihcrcforc grained him promoiion to the rank of captain, tliat he may claim 
the benefit of llic fund. 


3.]. Major Watkin ThclwaU of artillery lias obtained our permission 
iSih February lo/csign the Company’s service and embark on board 
lliis ship for England; he proceeds for tile purpose of 
adjusting some private affairs which require his presence. 


35. Majors James Salt and James Lewis likewise proceed by this 
25ih March. ship, and lake with them certificates for the pension, 

isi April. 


36. Mr. John Fydell, one of your covenanted servant on this 

establishment, has obtained our leave to resign on 
** ‘ ’ account of his ill state of health and to return to 

England by the yaUntme. 

37. The service being in great want of assistant surgeons we have 
appointed the following persons to act in that capacity since the first of 

January last, vii., Hugh Mahon, Robert Anderson, John Lamb, [ ] 

Morris, James Grant, William Hunter, John Shaw, Patrick Ivory. 

38. Since writing the foregoing part of tliis letter the ship Resolution 
has liad her rudder properly hung and is reported to us to be in a fit 
state to receive on board the remainder of her cargo; we have therefore 
received her again into the Company’s service, and desired the Board of 
Trade to complete her lading as soon as possible tliat she may yet be 
dispatched to you this season. 


The state of our treasury is as follows: 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 

Bills receivable 

General Treasury 

Sicca rupees 17,13,840 11 

' Khalsah 

Sicca rupees 4,04,388 10 

Mint 

General Treasury 
Khalsah ... 


•7'^9>397 2 

2,99,699 6 5 

10.19, o[9]7 1 7 


19,88.055 3 2 
4.69,090 13 o 

24,57,146 o 2 

2.76.751 8 7 

2,76,751 8 7 


Unsorted treasure valued at 10 
per cent better than current rupees 

Current rupees 37,52,994 10 4 

• In this sum is cncludcd the amount of 6,00.000 of rupees packed up for Madrass. 
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LETTER DATED y MAY 1782 ' 

Subscril}(ioiis mi.'tt'.d lo jnov'ulc invest mtnil—jicnally for secret trade in 
cloth — niemiires lo relieve the distress of the Dutch at Chinsura—Bijai^arh 
to be a centre for recruitin^r .sepoys — Colonel Morgan to he the com- 
manding officer of the detachment on the Midnhar coast — Governor 
General seeks permission to increase his staff — seniority of the sons of 
Becher. 


PU.BLIC DEPARTMlCN'l' 

Hon’blc Sirs, 

1. The ship Valentine, by which our last IcLlcr was addressed to 
you under date the loth ultimo, sailed from the Barrabulla after the loss 
of two anchors and cables on the ^9th and left her pilot on the ist of May. 



31)8 


IXrrER 'lO COURT 


2. Having lent Captain Lewis six brass 12 pounders for the protec- 

2,,„, fion of tl»c Valentine we enclose a copy of liis receipt, 

in which he promises to be accountable to you for these 

guns on his arrival in England. 

3. The Southampton, which was at the Harrabulla at tlic same time 
with the Valentine, attempted also to sail for Bombay, but her leak 
increased so much from the violence of the weather that she was obliged 
to return to Kcdjcrce. 

.p The Fortitude, which had before put back frojn a similar cause, 
was unloaded at Kcdjcrce to tliscovcr the leak, which appeared to have 
been occasioned by the graze of a gunshot received in the action at St. 
lago, which had obliquely struck one of the planks on the inside of die 
hold. This accident being repaired she is now receiving her cargo on 
board again for Madrass. 


5. We now dispatch to you the Resolution, Captain Thomas i’oynt- 
ing, with a cargo, agreeable to the enclosed invoice, amoimting to current 
rupees 15,01,100. 

6. We have the pleasure to inform you of the arrival of the convoy 

of the Sultan and Magnanime at Fort St. George on the 3rd March, 
together with the Hinchinbrookc which had joined them at [ ]. 

7. The Northumberland, Captain Rees, which was one of this convoy, 
having been detached from the fleet to the southward of Fort St. 
George, came direct to Bengal and arrived here on the 16th ultimo. By 
her we have received your commands of the 31st May 1781. 

8. In compliance with a pressing application from the President 
and Council at Fort Marlborough we have agreed- to dispatch the 

Northumberland immediately to that place with stores 
agih Ajjril. ^ grain, of which they are much in need, and to 

afford them tonnage for transporting a part of the Company's pepper to 
England, as they inform us that they had collected 1600 tons on the 27th 
of last January, and that the quantity would accumulate daily. 

g. The Rochford, which was unladen at Madrass to be employed on 
other service, and prevented on her return from reshipping her cargo 
by reason of a leak, has been sent back to Bengal, and is lately arrived 
at Kedjeree; her cargo will be conveyed to you from Madrass by the 
Chapman. 

10. By the Resolution, Captain Mercer, we have dispatched to 
Fort St. George the specie amounting to six lacks of 
15th Apnl. current rupees, which had been landed from the Active 

frigate, and after the repair of this vessel we propose to send a further 
supply of six. lacks by her. 
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n. The Dartmouth, Yarmouth, Indus and Intelligence, ^vhich we 
dispatched to Madrass early in February, and from ilie length of their 
passage were under some apprehension about [them], arrived safe at 
that place on the 2gth of March, aiul landed the treasure and stoies 
intended for the use of the army. 

12. By a letter which the Governor General has received from 
Captain Sutton, Commander of the Duke of Portland, dated at Malacca 
the 8th of March, it appears that this ship in company with the Royal 
Charlotte, Ponsborne and Co)itrartor were so lar on their homeward 
voyage from China. 

13. With our last dispatches we hastily transmitted to you a copy 
of a plan which we had just resolved to adopt for the provision of an 
investment for the ensuing year by subscription. Upon more mature 

consideration of the plan we found that the ultimate 
irAh April. exchange of 2s. 2d. per current rupee, to which we had 

limitted the property of the subscribers, was insufficient, after deducting 
the necessary charge of insurance, to yield them a reasonable remittance 
and that people, from this cause and the long credit which was requisite, 
would probably be deterred from subscribing. We therefore thought it 
necessary, before we published the plan, to increase the limitted exchange 
to 2.y. 6d. per current rupee. 

14. We further thought that it might afford an eligible method of 
supplying the public treasuries at Madrass and Bombay, without the 

trouble and expence of .remittance, if a particular 
' number of shares were reserved for the use of subscri- 

bers at those places; we therefore agreed to reserve 200 for the former and 
100 for the latter. Some printed copies of the plan, as it now stands, are 
enclosed numbers in the packet. 

15. We have further to inform you that Messrs. Palk and Becher, 

a.fSth April members of your Board of Trade, have been 

balotted to act with, Mr. Dacres, the President, as 
Commissioners for the provision of the subscription investment. 

16. You will observe by the proceedings of the Board of Trade 
from the 17th to the 26th ultimo, an extract of which is entered in our 

29th April. records, that upon occasion of the balot which was 

referred to them, some of their members thought 
proper to enter into a very free, and as we conceive, unwarrantable dis- 
cussion of the subject; the remarks which we have thought it necessary to 
make upon these minutes will go enclosed a number in the packet, and we 
eg leave to recommend the whole to your particular attention, hoping 
that m support of our dignity and authority you will take such notice 
or them as they may appear to deserve. 

17. At the desire of the Board of Trade we thought it necessarv 
to enact a penalty against the clandestine purchase of cloths from the 
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^v■cavcrs, luaiuifacUircd by iiieaiis of the Cuinpany’s advances, a practice of 
22ml April. having been detected and reported to them. 

^ * ^Ve have therefore ordered the parties offending in 

future to be delivered over to the Civil Magistrate, and upon proof of 
ilic fact the cloths so purchased arc to be confiscated. 

18. Upon a representation from Sir Robert Chajnbers*, Super- 
iiucndant of the courts of justice at Chinsura, that many of the Dutch 
inhabitants since the surrender of the place being deprived of their 
former means of subsistance were reduced to the greatest indigence, and 
several of the more respectable families brought to such distress as to 
be obliged privale[ly] to sell off tlicir furniture and ornaments to main- 
tain themselves, we thought it just that the revenues of the town, which 
.. 'vcrc not considerable, should, contribute to the sup- 

* < P^‘ • pyri of its inhabitants; we therefore resolved *to 

appropriate them accordingly under the direction aaid discretion of Sir 
Robert Chambers ns trustee for the poor Dutch inhabitants, with instruc- 
tions to relieve more privately the wants of those families who jiiight be 
degraded by the receipt of public charity. 

ig. In consequence of a representation from the Resident at 
Benares that the duty of 5 per cent, which had been fixed as the amount 
of the customs to be collected by Raja Mahipnarain, 
15111 April. heavy upon spices, raw silk and other valuable 

articles of considerable traffic, which would consequently be conveyed 
through other channels to the ultimate place of their destination, we 
agreed to reduce the duty on such goods to 2^ per cent, which will be 
more equitable and nearer the rates levied upon these commodities by 
the former Raja. 

20. We have resolved to keep possession of the fort of Beedjy Ghur, 
which was taken from the late Raja of Benares and to garrison it with 
the Company’s troops. As we judge also from its situa- 
22nd April. ^ proper place for a nursery of 

sepoy recruits to be raised and distributed to the regiments we have 
adopted a plan for that purpose recommended to us by the Commander 
in Chief, 

31. We have agreed to give up the other forts of Angoory and 
Luttuffpore, which are of little consequence or 
22nd April. strength, to the Zemindars on their signing a receipt 

and obligation to return them to Government if ever they shall be 
demanded from them. 


22. A plan has also been suggested to us by the Commander in 
Chief for enlisting a body of 500 sepoys in the province of Orissa for 
the professed purpose of serving ^vhereon their pre- 
22nd April. sence shall be required to the southward of Bengal, 

as the sepoys on this establishment, being in general natives of the upper 
countries, are extremely averse to that duty. We have agreed to this plan 
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as an experiment, and iO it shall be found to answer it may hereafter 
be enlarged. 

33. At the earnest solicitation of Major Anthony Polier-, who 
resigned the Company’s service in the year 1775 to proceed to Lucknow 
for the purpose of recovering a considerable debt due to him from the 

Vizier, we have agreed to admit him again into the 
ifjth April. army and have appointed him a lieutenant colonel of 

infantry by brevet; but he is not stationed to serve in any particular corps 
until your pleasure respecting his future situation shall be made known 
to us. 

24. The cessation of hostilities with the Marattas affording, as we 
conceived, a fit occasion for attending more effectually to the economical 
control of the expences of the detachment of troops from this Presi- 
dency serving under Brigadier General Goddard on the Malabar coast, 
and being persuaded that the immediate personal attendance of the 
commanding officer with a corps on such remote service was absolutely 
necessary to carry our intentions into execution and to conduct the 
detail of military duty, we took that opportunity of appointing Colonel 

Charles Morgan, whom we had previously nominated 
15th April. succeed Colonel Parker as second in command, to 

the chief command of the said detachment under the general authority of 
General Goddard, whom we directed to deliver over the immediate 
command accordingly to him. Notwithstanding the prohibitory orders 
which we found it necessary to send to General Goddard from drawing 
on us, we have empowered Colonel Morgan to grant bills at the exchange 
of 100 sicca rupees per 100 By.''’' rupee.s, which is the rate wc now pay for 
them here, to discharge the arrears due to the detachment in case the 
resolution of the Select Committee at Bombay to withhold that part of 
the Surat revenues which had been appropriated to this service, of which 
we before advised you, should have actually taken effect. 

25. In our consultation noted in the margin you will observe a 
minute delivered by the Governor General and agreed to by us desiring, 
' 8th April- reasons therein set forth, to be allowed of his 

own authority to augment the members of his staff, in 
order to afford such military patronage and marks of distinction in 
particular cases as he might think proper, without submitting to the 
humiliation of applying for such favors to the Commander in Chief. 


26. We have received a letter from Mr. Becher, copy of which for 
youi infoimation goes a number in this packet, and we beg leave to recom- 

2 nd May. 7°^^^ favorable attention. It states that Mr. 

, , . Becher, while a Director of the East India Company, 

had given his nomination of a writer for Bengal in favor of his eldest 
pn,. Richard Becher junior, and his nomination of a cadet for this place 
m favor of Robert Becher his second son. Being anxious about the rank 
they were to hold on the lists for the season he applied particularly on 
that subject to the Chairman, alledgirtg that he understood it was customary 
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to give the precedence to the sons or near relations of gentlemen in the 
direction, and in reply was assured that it was unnecessary to give him- 
self any further trouble as it was a thing of course; however, by the lists 
now sent out it appears that the son tvho was appointed a writer stands 
the 17th from the top and the cadet as low as the 54th. Exclusive of 
any right which Mr. Bechcr might have possessed, and on whicli lie 
appears to have gruundetl his application in favor of his sons for seniority 
of rank, he seems to have it so tntich at heart that in consideration of 
his character and of his long and approved services to the Company, 
both in India and in England, we hope you will allow us to intercede 
on his behalf, and earnestly to ciiircnt that )ou will grant his request. 
The state of our treasuries this day is as follows: 


State of the treasuries — 8ih May 1782. 


Ready money 

General Treasurs ... ... ® i 

Khalsah ... ••• i.t0,.r>84 i o 

9 4 


Hills receivable 

General Treasury 

Siren rupees 7,.l5.3i8 13 o 8.04,569 13 a 

Khalsah 2,8».4i7 u lo 3*^^'-H-l 9 ^ 

11.91,014 6 2 


Mint . 

General Treasury ... ... 4*75»325 4 

Khalsah ' ... ... 94*649 ‘O 6 

5*69.974 15 5 


Unsorted Treasure 

. Khalsah from Rungpore 

Narranies 32.570 

Raujnagore 30,001 


Rs. 62,571 Vakied at 10 per 
cent better than 
current rupees 68,828 1 6 


Current rupees 25,44,879 o 5 
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The amount of appropriated sums as follows: 

Balance account deposits ... 18,03,820 10 5 

Do. Accountant General to the 

Mayor’s Court ... 1,20, lOi 13 9 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 

which the interest has 
ceased by public adver- 
tisement ... ... 45^17 ° ^ 

Do. on account of the Church 

Wardens bearing a run- 
ning interest by order 

of the Court of Direct or.^ 57,0or> o 0 

20,26,705 8 10 

The amount of the new loans as follows: 

New bonded debt ... ... 1,50,29,951 1 0 

Four per cent remit- 
tance loan 1780 19,26,900 

Do. do. 1781 18.57,600 

Do. do. 1782 2,99,700 

— : 40,84,200 o o 

Annuities ... ... 1,06,730 o o 

1,92,20,881 1 6 

In this sum is included 
in ingots to amount of 
current rupees 3,37,742 9 1 
in rupees of sorts 
sent to Mint 68,087 4 8 

Current rupees 4,05,829 13 9 

Fort William, j^We have the honor to he etc.] 

the 9th May 1782. 
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LETTER DATED 15 JULY 1782 

Provision for investment by private subscription — madrasah set up at 
Calcutta—controversy betioeen the Mint Master of Calcutta and the Assay 
Master of Madras — Colonel Kelly recommended for the post of Geographer 
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lo the Comlumy-^dislmle regarding the disirihution of lUjaigarh booty— 
inevitoriowi .yendees of Colonel Owen. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 


Moii’blc Sirs, 


i. We had addrcs-icd )ou last, froMi this Department, in a letter 
dated the yth May. which was written to go by the Resolution, Captain 
Poyming, blit tliat sliip, after (putting the river, was found to be in such 
a leaky condition that she could not proceed, and having put back has 
since been unloaded and discharged from the Company’s service, until she 
shall have undergone a thorough repair and be rendered capable of 
undertaking the voyage witli greater certainty. 

a. I he ships Ilmchinbrookc, Lord Mulgruve, Deptford and Tartar 
Coiisultaiioii ‘‘fc safely arrived here since our last and we have 

v7Jl» Ntay. received by them several packets for this Presidency, 

which contained only copies of your former advices. 


3. The Trial and Fox packets are likewise arrived, by the former of 
wiiich we have received your commands of tlic SQtli August 17S1, and 
isl January 1782. 


4. It appearing that a Prize Master had been placed on board the 
Hinchinbrooke by order of Commodore Johnstone, 
whose consent it was necessary 10 obtain for the dis- 
posal of the cargo, we have mutually agreed that the 
whole should be delivered according to its original consignment, and all 
the private property released on security being given 
Owners or a deposit made in the Company’s 
treasury to the value of one eighth part of the amount, 
rated at an advance of 50 per cent upon the prime cost in England, to 
answer the claim of salvage made on behalf of the recaptors, if it shall be 
given in their favor by a legal decision in England. 


5. The ship Qiteen, which was sent with a cargo of grain to Fort 
St, George in March last, has been dispatched from thence to Fort Marl- 
borough and China being laden with military stores and ordnance for 
the former place to prevent any further ill consequences from an unfor- 
tunate loss they had met with from lightning, which struck one of their 
powder magazines and blew up a large part of the arsenal, etc. 

6. We are sorry to inform you that the Fortitude, which was dis- 
patched from hence upon a destination to Fort St. George with the Queen, 
but was obliged to return and could not sail again till some days after 
her, has been taken by La Fine, a French frigate of 36 guns, about the 
latitude of Madrass. The Yarmouth, a Company's armed ship, has alsff 
been capt'ured by the same frigate on her way from Madrass to Negapatam, 
laden with stores and provisions for that garrisqn. 
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7 By our letter of the 8th of April last overland, and those addressed 
CO you soon afterwards to go by the Resolution, you were advised of the 

original plan which we had_ agreed to adopt foi the 
Consultation provision of an investment for this season by subs- 

April. cription to be limited to eighty . lacks of current 

rupees. Copies of the plan itself were forwarded to you by each dispatch. 

8. Being afterwards advised that the above mode was liable to strong 
and weighty objections affecting both the property of the individuals who 

should engage in it and the Charter of the Company, 
Consultation 10th subscriptions having been offered upon it, we 

thought it necessary to adopt another plan, more 
certain in its effect, which accordingly makes a number in the packet. 

9. The substance of this plan is that the subscribers shall advance 
their money at stated periods for the provision of a well chosen investment, 
and be entitled to bills of exchange upon you for the same on the 31st 
December next, at 2 shillings per current rupee, 3/8ths payable at 365 
days after sight and 5/8ths, with interest on the whole, up to the 31st 
December 1783 at 730 days sight. 


10. Having submitted a copy of this plan to the Board of Trade 
before it was published, we offered to avail ourselves of the services of 

the whole Board for carrying it into execution, but 
i6?h”a*nd^’>oth^Ma*' ourselves ultimately accountable for adopt- 

ing it, and in some measure answerable for its success, 
we thought it necessary to reserve the controuling and superintending 
power over the provision of the goods in our own hands and accordingly 
called on the Board of Trade to know if they would accept of the trust 
to be held under our authority. 


n. We have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Board of Trade 
chearfully came into our proposal, and having received from us a list of 

cotton piece goods containing such a selection of the 
Gih^and'?7ai^^rine. manufactures as we thought were most likely to turn 

out profitably in England, publications were imme- 
diately issued for the receipt of proposals to contract for these articles, 
deliverable free of all charge at the Company’s warehouse in Calcutta by 
a certain time. Contracts have accordingly been concluded at a very 
reduced rate upon- the prices of the former provision, and the quantities 
being left indefinite for want of time to fix them before the season set in, 
we mean to regulate them entirely by the list of goods (specifying by a 
particular mark those articles which sell for a profit in England) which 
we have received from you by the Trial packet. 

12. Our plan having been adopted and partly carried into effect 
hefoie the arrival of your orders by the Trial, it was impossible for us, 
without creating some confusion, to follow the tude you had therein 
prescribed to us for opening the trade in raw silk to individuals, and 
.dlowing them to transport it to England by the Company’s ships, but 



l.in*rER TO COURT 


we li;ive tlonq. what is more iliun equivalent to it; wc have efFcctcd siicli a 
considerable reduction In the former price of this commodity that we trust 
our next consignments will be found Mdlicicnily clieap and well provided 
to remove every objection which you had conceived to ilie itnporiation 
of it on the Company’s uccoiint. 

!■}. Ihe original loan taken up for ilie service of this invcsimcni was 
8o lacks of current rupees, of which 50 lacks have been allotted to the 
provision of cotton piece goods and lacks to provision of raw silk and 
silk piece goods. The article of saltpetre tve have determined to continue 
the manufacture of at I*atna on the Company's account inilependani of 
the subscription invesimem, and to transport as much of it as possible to 
Kngland by all the ships which shall be dispatched, in order to yield a 
separate resource for your own immediate occasions. 

i.j. After making this arrangement it appeared that sotnc articles of 
the investment and the cliargcs of shipping tlic whole after its delivery in 
Calcutta had not been provided for, and several tenders of saltpetre were 
also made to us by persons who, in consequence of ilic prohibition svhich 
agreeably to your orders wc had laid on the exportation of that article, 
were deprived of all other means of disposing of it; as we considered the 
Company bound, in some measure, to prevent the ruin or distress of tlie 
dealers in saltpetre, who. when the sudden embargo was published, had 
large quantities on hand, wc authorized the Board of Trade to purchase 
the lenders which were made at a moderate price, and for these different 
purposes we agreed to augment the loan for the investment to one crore 
of rupees. The subscribers to the additional 20 lacks will not be entitled 
to receive their bills until the 31SI January next. 

15. Wishing to unite our endeavours heartil) with the Board of Trade 
in the choice and provision of an investment which, from the strictest 
attention to the quality and the greatest possible abatement of the prices, 
was likely to aiisiver the end, we designed of discharging all the drafts 
which it would be necessary to make upon it, and yield a considerable 
profit beyond that amount, besides furnishing freight for your ships and 
a supply of goods to the English market. We thought it might be con- 
ducive to this grand object, and at the same time prove an assurance of 
your confidence, to require from the President and members of the Board 
of Trade a written declaration signed upon honor, which they have accord- 
ingly given, that they will neither derive nor receive any advantage or 
emolument whatsoever from the provision of this investment or from any 
engagements or transactions respecting it, except their allowed commission, 
nor knowingly suffer any persons under their authority to take any undue 
advantage. 

16. In order to secure to the Board of Trade a fair and honorable 
reward for their faithful and undeviating services in the execution of 

this branch of duty, you will find that we have 
Consultation 10th stipulated, as far as it was in our power to do, by- 
the last article of the publication that the President 
and members, resident in Calcutta during the provision of this invest- 
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ment, should with your approbation be allowed a commission of 5 per 
cent oh the produce of the sales in England, after the manner in which 
you gratify your supercargoes at Canton, to be divided in the propoitions 
of their respective salaries. This is a consideration which we have no 
doubt the superiority of the present investment, owing to the united and 
strenuous exertions of this Government and the Board of Trade, will easily 
afford to yield them. On this principle, and in full confidence of obtain- 
ing your acquiescence in a promise which appeared to ns so equitable a 
recompence for the steady and devoted attention of your senior servants, 
bound under such an obligation to the interests of the Company, we 
have been induced to hold out the expectation of it to them, and now 
earnestly request that you will approve of our intention and allow the 
commission to them accordingly, paying the amount of it to their respec- 
tive agents in England in the proportions above mentioned. 


17. Although the several contracts for goods have been referred to 
and confirmed ultimately by us we meant only to reserve to ourselves a 
general superintending and controiiling power in the provision of this 
investment, to be used when it might tend to promote the public interests, 
and to avoid every interference in the detail which might only obstruct 
them and which is moreover the peculiar province of your Board of Trade. 

18. We are happy to find that by adopting the present plan we 
have anticipated your wishes and so nearly hit upon the measures pres- 
cribed to us by your commands of the 29th August 1781, which we have 
since received, that we venture to assure ourselves of receiving your hearty 
and entire approbation, 

19. We have only further to add on this subject that the plan, in 
its present form, was no sooner published than the amount of the 
subscription immediately filled, and names w^ere added to a much greater 
extent to whom we thought it necessary to promise a preference in any 
future loan of this kind. The first upon the list were accordingly admitted 
to make up the additional sum of 20 lacks when we resolved to encrease 
the loan to 1 crorc of rupees as above mentioned. 

20. The Madrassa'^ or College for the promotion of oriental learning, 
which was established by our resolution of the 18th April 1781, having 

Consultation ^rd a proper and regular footing, and 

June. buildings for that purpose completed, we have 

. assigned the revenues of certain villages in the 

neighbourhood amounting to rupees 1200 per month to its support and 

ave no doubt that it will be found fully to answer the end of its 
institution. 

-i. We have formerly represented to you the particulars of a 
ConsuUations 29th ^filference subsisting between our Mint Master and the 
Assay Master at Fort St. George, in their reports upon 
Fr^-ifl^ - value and produce of gold bullion remitted to that 

s enc), and at the instance of Mr. Pa.xton, our Mint Master, 
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wc beg leave 10 forward to you samples of that gold, in order to have it 
assayed at the 'rower for your satisfaction in deciding the controversy 
between these oilicers. If you think proper wc beg leave to refer to their 
correspondence concerned on our consultations as noted in the margin. 

22. Licntenaiu Colonel Kelly, of the Madras establishment, has 
lately made us a tender of a most valuable collection of charts and surveys 

^ Carnatic, formed and procured by him during 

taiKiii a,ii Course of service in that country. Wc have 

individually examined them. From the apparent 
accuracy with which they arc dratvn and the utility of the plan on which 
they arc constructed, being calculated both for present use and the 
easiest reception of future impruvcnictits until the provinces in Decan 
and Carnatic shall have been completely surveyed, iliey appear to us a 
most important and 'uscfid acquisition, csj)ccially as they comprize the 
scene of our present military operations in the Carnatic, and in this 
light wc understand they have already proved a serviceable guide to 
General Sir Eyre Cootc in regulating the motions of his army. We have 
therefore agreed to accept of them, as an acknowledgement of the sense 
wc entertained of the \vork: and to alforil some compensation to Colonel 
Kelly for the great cxpcncc which lie must have been at in compiling 
them wc resolved to make liim a gratuity and to recommend him to 
you for the appointment of Geographer to the Company in the Carnatic. 
In the lucaiitintc wc have requested that he will continue to furnish us 
with such furihec ndiliiious to the geography of the countries which he 
has laid down as lie may be able to obtain without prejudice or hin- 
drance to his military duty as an officer, from his own observations and 
enquiries, for which we have promised to allosv him a due recompense. 

23. Captain John Bunclc, late commander of the Warren cartel ship 
which was seized and detained by the French Government at Mauritius, 

has presented to us an account of the charges which 
ConsuUaiion 23rd incurred d-uring his imprisonment on that island 

for the sobsistance of himself, his officers and crew and • 
for arrears of wages due to them respectively until their discharge from 
confinement. As the account upon the whole, considering as- we must 
do that the ship was unwarrantably made a prize of and the hardships 
and losses of the parties severely felt by them, appeared very reasonable, 
we agreed to allow it, upon condition that Captain Buncle signed a 
paper of indemnification binding himself to refund the amount if at 
any time hereafter it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Court 
of Directors or of this Government that any act was committed by him 
which, according to the rules and custom of war, could warrant the 
Government of Mauritius in making the seizure which they did and in 
confining himself and his officers as prisoners of war, which Captain 
Buncle has accordingly complied with. , 

24. Having submitted our proceedings respecting the booty found 
in Beedjy Gur upon the surrender of that fortress to the Company, 
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together with the several answers from the officers concerned in the dis- 
tribution of the said booty, to the Advocate General 
Consultations 23rd opinion upon the proper measures to be pursued 

May, 3rd June. for determining and establishing, by legal authority, 
the Company’s right to this property, we thought it necessary to insti- 
tute a suit at law against Major Arthur Balfour, the first of those 
officers who had signed the letter to the Board declining to submit their 
title to our decision; and the Attorney has given him notice to enter 
appearance which he has accordingly done. But in order to settle a 
more equitable division of the whole of the booty, in case it should be 
adjudged in favor of the captors, than the distribution made of it by 
themselves in a committee which they held upon the spot, we have 

appointed another committee consisting of all the field 
Consultation 23rd officers at the Presidency, ivho are no wise concerned 
in the issue, to decide upon the claims of those officers 
who were excluded from sharing bv the former committee and have 
appealed to the Board for redress. 

25. The proceedings of this committee have been closed and 
delivered in but we suspend our consideration of them, as well as of 
the general subject, until the cause, which is now in the course of trial, 
shall be determined. 


May 


26. Mr, Thomas Martin, whom you have been pleased to appoint 
to succeed to the office of Judge Advocate General, being arrived and 

having tendered his services to the Board in that line 
Consultation 27111 thought it necessary to consider your intentions 

respecting him. No provision having been made for 
his subsistance until the vacancy happened, and as this might be a long 
interval, we appointed him Deputy Judge Advocate General, with the 
same pay and batta as are drawn by the principal in that office, and 
placed him immediately under his orders that he might inspect the 
proceedings and qualify himself to succeed by a previous knowledge and 
practice of the duties depending on the customs and habits of this 
service. 


27. At the particular recommendation of the Commander in Chief 
in favor of Captain William Fowler, who has entirely lost the use of 

Consultation i.th limbs from the effect of the climate to which he 

.May. ^ exposed, we have agreed to promote him to the 

rank of major, with which he will retire on the 
pension. In this instance we could not avoid granting the indulgence 
solicited to an object so truly deserving of compassion, but in order to 
pie\ent any applications of a similar nature from being made to us in 
utnre, we have thought it necessary to forbid them positively in general 
or ers and declare our intention not to grant any promotions of this 
■inc but on the most singular occasions of merit or sufferings. 

[-.S] The services rendered by Lieutenant Colonel Owen- in the manv 
expec iiions which he has commanded under the orders of General Sir 
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Eyre Coolc in ihc Carnatic arc m> nieritorious that we doubt nol the 
General has taken occasion to iiicniiun them in his correspondence witli 
you. We cannot however pass them by unnoticed and the sense we enter- 
tain of his abilities and zeal as an olHccr is so great that we beg leave 
to point him out to you as deserving any favor or confidence which 
you may be pleased to bestow on him. 

[ay] We feel oui'icUes the more hound to bear tltis testimony in 
favor of Lieutenant Colonel Owen because we had promoted Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Morgan, his immediate junior, to the local and brevet rank 
of colonel on liis succeeding to the station of Colonel Parker, the second 
in command of our dctaclimcnt under General Goddard at Bombay. 
This rank we granted on the same principle as Colonel Parker had 
held it before, without any intention, or eventual probability as we 
conceived, of injuring Lieutenant Colonel Owen whose line of duty 
could not. in the common course of things, bring hint 
Consultations 251I1 sjimc immediate service with Colonel 

tebruary. mh March. , ... ... 

.Morgan: but as this circumstance was mentioned to 

us by the Commander in Chief we rxplainctl it, as we hope, to his 
satisfaction and think it necessary also to notice it to you. 

port William, We arc etc. 

the 15th July 1782. 


6 

LETTER DATED 7 DECEMBER 1782 

The loss of the Dartmouth — ill treatment of passengers of the 
Northumberland — letters of marque granted to the Warren — Captain 
McClary and Joint O’Donnel accused of murder of certain Malays — 
Lieutenant Alexander Murray given the chief cotnmand of the troops at 
Fort Marlborough — the new Hooghty channel — measures to avert famine 
at Madras — re-establishment of the Dacca mint — a public market for 
Calcutta — regulation against unlicensed liquor shops — Impey's letter to 
Secret Committee replying to the charges made against him by Francis — 
General Goddard’s protest against the appointment of Colonel Morgan — 
rules for the re-instalemenl of army officers returning from leave — the 
Dutch Director Ross on parole sent to Europe — Sir Robert Chambers, 
Judge of the Supreme Court, resigjts his post of Superintendent of the 
Chinsnra Court. 


PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

1. In addition to our Public’ Letter o£ the 15th of July, written to 
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go by the Lively but only now dispatched to you, we shall continue our 
advices to the present date. 

2. We have received your letters by the 7 rial packet dated 29th 
August 1781 and 1st of January 1782, and by the Worcester dated the 
25th and 29th of January. Mr. Stables, who was a passenger on board 
this ship, arrived here and took his [scatj in Council on the 11th ultimo. 

3. The several ships now [dispatched] to you with cargoes are the 
Rockford, Deptford, Lord Mulgrave and Tartar, and the amounts of 
their invoices are: 


Rockford 
Deptford 
Lord Mulgrave 
T artar 


Current Rupees 
. 15,09,800 

. 16,19,900 

, 16,05,420 

. 14,09,000 


4. Captain Fiott made a request that we would dispatch the Tartar 
singly on account of her remarkable good sailing, but we thought there 
would be greater security against the enemy’s frigates and privateers in 
despatching the four ships together, with orders to keep company; and 
having also your directions to this effect, we did not comply with 
Captain Fiott’s request. 

5. The ships which remain to be laden for Europe are the 
Resolution, Hinchinbrooke, Worcester and Norfolk. 

6. The Resolution is in the hands of the carpenters to undergo a 
thorough repair previous to her being again laden, and an adjustment 
having taken place between the commander of the Hinchinbrooke and 
the Prize Master, who was put on board by Commodore Johnstone, we 
shall be enabled to send back these ships to you before this season is 
far advanced. 


7- Several commanders of the ships, now here, have represented to 
us the loss of their surgeons and applied for others to supply their places. 
All that we could do for their relief was to make an offer that we would 
grant leave of absence to any surgeon or assistant surgeons belonging to 
this establishment whom they could [persuade] to go with them to Europe, 
and to recommend such persons to you for permission to return with 
t leir ranks, but could not allow them to continue in the receipt of their 
pay here during their absence; we therefore informed the captains that 
‘^very expence would necessarily fall upon the owners of the ships. 

8. We have' heard with the 'utmost concern of the total loss of the 
sup DaiLnwiUh and her 'cargoe upon the island of Carnicobar on 


24 
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the 2.jlh of June last. She suited in company with the Chapman 
from Fort Si. George in ilic beginning of that niontl), and in order to 
avoid tlic enemy’s ships, wliicli were supposed to be cruizing off Ceylon, 
lliey steered an easterly course which brought them into that situation. 
We hope the Chapman will arrive with you before this, in which case 
you will already have been made acquainted witli the particulars of this 
loss; otherwise we must beg to refer you to Captain 
October Thompson’s letter entered in the consultation noted 

in llte margin. [....] of the passengers and crew 
were saved from the wreck and some of them continued tlicir voyage 
in the Chapmati. 

g. We have the pleasure to inform you tliat the Chesterfield, which 
was sent here from Madras, has been returned thither with rice, the 
Major is just arrived from thence and the sliips Ganges, Calcutta, ■ Alfred, 
Warren Hastings, Kent, Ann R: Emelut, and Dutton [left] for [from?] tins 
place the and ultimo. The Royal Henry was dispatched about the same 
time for Bo[mbay]. 


10. The passengers who came froju Enghmd in the Northumberland 
preferred a complaint to us against Captain Rees, ch[arging] him with 
want of attention to their diet [and] conveniences, and ^vith other misbe* 
haviour during their voyage. After a particular 
Consultation enquiry into these allegaliotis the former part of 

them appeared to be so well established that we 
thought it necessary to pass a severe censure upon Captain Rees’s 
Consiiliation 27th conduct, the terms of which will be seen on our records 
July. referred to in the margin. 


11. In consequence of the urgent request of the President and 
Council of Fort Marlborough for a ship to remove part of their pepper, 
we have sent thither the Northumberland laden with rice and stores; 
and she is to proceed afterwards with a cargo of pepper to Canton, 
which is intended as a rcnjittancc to the supercargoes in lieu of the 
opium laden on the Betsey for the service of the China investment, 
which was taken by a French privateer at Rhio as we before informed 
you. 


12. For the purpose of yielding the President and Council at Fort 
Marlborough further tonnage to transport the great quantity of pepper 
which they have collected at that place, we agreed to freight the Warren, 
a large ship taken from the Dutch by Sir E. Hughes at Trincomaloy 
and tendered to us by the purchasers for this service, 
Consultation 24 ih [and] loaded her from hence with rice and other 
articles for which that Presidency had indented, and 
recommended it to them to furnish her with a cargo of pepper for 
England. We enclose a copy of the charter of this ship; [copy] of the 
originals has been sent by her to Fort Marlborough. 



7 DECEMBER 1782 


323 


13. We have granted letters of marque to the Warren containing 
the same restrictions respecting any violence which might be offered to 
the Chinese and Malay subjects etc., as you had introduced into the 

agreement concluded with the owners of the Prince 
igth August. William when she was licensed to cruize in the eastern 

seas. Complaints had been made to us of the abuse of those powers 
which we formerly granted to privateers fitted out at this port to act 
offensively against the enemy. We therefore resolved to cease issuing such 
commissions in future, and only deviated on the above occasion because 

the ship was chartered for the Company. Two of the 
12th July. instances of complaint Ave allude to were made against 

Captain McClary of the [Dodalay] and Mr. John O’Donnel of the Death 
or Glory for the murder of several Malays said to have perished in the 
sea. The allegations did not appear to be well founded against the 
former, but conceiving that there was sufficient cause for the trial of 
Mr. O’Donnel Ave sent him to Fort St. George for Avant of proper 
admiralty jurisdiction here; he was accordingly tried and acquitted. 

14. You will please to observe that the exposed state of Fort 
Marlborough and our anxiety to extricate, as speedily as possible, so 
considerable a part of your property from thence induced us to adopt this 
measure, regarding the legality of which we had the sanction of your 
Advocate General’s opinion; besides that Ave Avished to encrease, as much 
as possible, the tonnage for carrying home your investment from hence. 


15. A 

Consultation 

September. 


complaint of another nature Avas preferred to us against 
Captain McClary, but as this appeared to be a civil 
30th which Ave could not interfere Ave referred the 

party aggrieved to seek his redress at common laAv. 


16. Mr. Botham a member of the Council at Fort Marlborough, Avho 
was lately here, being authorized by that Presidency represented to us the 
distress which they suffered from the death of Major Hutchins, their late 
Commander in Chief, for want of a proper person to succeed him, the 
person on Avhom this station devolved by seniority being totally unfit for 
such a trust. Mr. Botham therefore solicited an officer to be appointed 
from this establishment. He also applied to us to send an experienced 
officer to command the artillery at Fort Marlborough. We referred his 
letter to the Commander in Chief, at.Avhose recommendation Ave promoted 
Lieutenant Alexander Murray, an old King’s officer, to the rank of captain 
on this establishment, and ordered him to proceed to Fort Marlborough to 
take upon him the chief command of the troops, under that Presidency, 
with the local rank of major. We also appointed Mr. John McDonald, 
Avho Avas recommended to us as a good draftsman and a capable engineer, 
to be an ensign in that corps at Fort Marlborough. He sailed Avith Major 
Muuay in the Northumberland. Neither the Commander in Chief nor the 
Commandant of Artillery have as yet recommended any officer Avho is 
willing to proceed thither to take the command of the artillery corps. 

1/. About live years ago we reported to yo-u the pains Ave had taken 
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to establish the navigation of a new channel into this river, between the 
islanil of Saugor and the cast side of the Longsand, which had been dis- 
covered and surveyed; tve laid down buoys accordingly but the pilots, 
unwilling to give up the knowledge they possessed of the former channel, 
raised such an opposition to our endeavours that tJjcy could not be then 
made to adopt it by fair means, and while the old channel by Ingelec and 
Kedgeree ^vas practicable w’c did not cluisc to use any degree of compulsion, 

18. The old channel however has been daily choaking up ever since 
and is now become almost impassable; we therefore ordered Mr. Ritchie*, 
our Marine Surveyor, to make a further examination of the new channel 
which, though ilic season of the year was unfavorable to the attempt, he 
sufficiently effected to shew its advantage over the former and to make 
us resolve on establishing the use of it in future; two leading buoys were 
immediately laid, those formerly fixed liaving been removed, and we have 
the pleasure to inform you that soiite of the largest ships trading to Bengal 
have already been carried out ihroiigli this channel by the direction of 
these buoys only, without any danger or difficulty. 

19. We think it so much to the credit of those wlio were the first 
promoters of lliis navigation, whcdicr by the service or example, that we 
shall mention your [their] names for your infonnation. Captain McClary, 
Commander of the ship Doddaly, was the first who made the trial of this 
passage when the survey had been but recently made, and only two buoys 
laid in all the long track. Mr. Green, Master in your pilot service who 
had assisted Mr. Ritchie in the survey, encouraged the attempt under these 
disadvantages, and hiniself conducted it. He has been rewarded by the 
Governor General, and the other pilots begin 10 be sensible of their former 
error. 


20. The superiority of the new channel, exclusive of its immediate 
security for the passage of large ships, affords this further advantage that 
your Indiamen may hence forward be brought up to the neighbourhood 
of Culpee and completely laden there without the risk or inconve'nience 
of lying in the open sea at the Burrabulla, which is a situation so unfavor- 
able that it affords no shelter whatever from the violent winds which 
blow during all the months of March and April and May, when sloops 
can seldom approach near enough to deliver their cargoes on board, and 
vessels of all sizes run a continual risk of being driven from their anchors. 

21. To the damages which your ships and the vessels laden with the 
goods have invariably sustained in the abovementioned season you will 

have known the few have received the complete ladings, until the [ ] 

with the pilots require to enable them to take charge of them from that 
station, and frequently until months repeatedly recurred [sic], and it has 
been a constant practice for private ships of burthen to put to sea with 
deficient cargoes because of the dangers and delays attending the comple- 
tion of them at Burrabulla. 

22. We send you, by this packet, a copy of the draft of the channel 



7 DECEM15ER I78i 


3-T; 


taken by Mr. Ritchie, and particularly explained by his report upon the 
subject to which we refer. We also beg leave to refer to the journal of 
the Master Attendant, who has been down the river since the lair season 
set in accompanied by the pilots who could be spared liom the cut lent 
service to ascertain and make a complete sounding of pas.sage and to lay- 
down the remainder of the buoys; an accurate survey of it is now foiining 
by engineer officers appointed for that purpose, Mr. Ritchie hiiving liccu 
sent to the Admiral as advised in our Secret Letter. 


23. You will be informed by the President anti Council at fort 
St. George of the violent and dismal elfects of a most severe gale of wind 
which happened there on the 15^!^ t)f October. His Majesty's fleet, which 
was in the roads, put to sea on the first appearance of the gale and 
escaped from any heavy damage, except the huperb which lost all her 
masts; almost all the trading vessels which attempted to ride out the storm 
were either sunk or driven on shore and only a small part of their cargoes 
saved; the loss of grain in the roads, upon this unfortunate occasion, was 
estimated at upwards of 30,000 bags. 

24. The President and Select Committee of Fort St, George, after 
this event, finding the prospect of famine- which threatened the settle- 
ment so immediate and alarming, thought it necessary to seize upon all 
the grain which should be imported for the public stores, paying the 
proprietors a very advanced price for the same by bills upon us. As the 
above measure promised no immediate encrease of importation at Madras, 
though it entailed a heavy additional cxpcnce on this Government, and 
in the end might fail of the desired effect by the detrimental restraint to 
individuals which it laid upon the disposal of their grain, we recom- 
mended it as our opinion that a free and open trade would be more 
likely to secure to the settlement of Fort St, George the relief they wished 
to obtain than any restraint whatsoever. And to prevent unnecessary 
competition here in procuring tonnage, which the exorbitant price fixed 
for rice at Madras was likely to create, a great enhancement of freight 
having been the immediate consequence of it, we forbid the Agent to take 
up any vessels, beyond his present engagements, on the Company’s account, 
and resolved not to send any further supplies of rice to Fort St. George 
by public agency but on the Company’s ships, leaving the trade entirely 
free to individuals. And in order to encourage them to pursue it with 
an unremitted spirit after the regulation made at Fort St. George should 
cease, we promised to give a fixed price of 120 Ps. per garce, payable by 
bills, for all the good cargo rice which should be delivered into store at 
that place, as a certain and last resort to the owners, leaving them at liberty 
to dispose of it on better terms, by private sale, if they had an opportunity, 

25. Long previous to this we had called before us the captains of 
all the Indiamen which are now dispatched to you, and proposed to load 

Consultation S7th immediately for Madras, in 

September. Hopes they might be able to return early enough to 

save the season for Europe, but finding them averse 
to this measure, on account of the hazard of saving the season and the 
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ccrliiin strain o[ ihcir iliips by beating against the monsoon, we desisted 
from our intention. I he Chesterfield was an exception to this rule. 
Captain lioswell informed us that he was destined to Bombay and China 
not to Bengal; we therefore ordered liiin to perforin a trip to Madras with 
rice for the relief of that garrison, and shall afterwards send him to 
Bombay. 


aG. NoiwiihslaiuUng the liberal contributions of charity which 
have been subscribed at this place and the established monthly allowance 
collected at Madras for the support of the poor native inliabitams of diat 
settlement wc arc informed that our united endeavors 
hitherto proved inadequate to their subsistance, 
as iiundreds arc daily expiring througli want. Consi- 
dering the present extreme scarcity of grain at Madras and the increased 
distresses of the people, which have been described to us in a most affect- 
ing manner, wc have opened a charitable subscription at every station of 
the army and at each subordinate settlement. Wc liavc also taken upon 
us, in order to promote so laudable and humane a purpose, to subscribe 
in the Company's name 50,000 rupees. By these 
ConsuUaUon 7U1 combined means we hope to save the lives of many 
poor wretches who must otherwise perisli m tiie most 
miserable. manner from the famine. 


37. Having received Information, which we depended on as authcii' 
tic, that the Alfred and another ship, laden with grain at this port, had 
delivered their cargoes at Tranquebar, which were 
CoiisuUaGoii 27111 immediately bought up for the use of the French 
troops at Cuddalorc, then reduced to the utmost dis- 
tress, we thought it necessary, in order to prevent our enemies from being 
agam svtpplied through the same channel, to publish a prohibition against 
the exportation of grain from Calcutta to any foreign settlement whatever. 

The Danish Government at Tranquebar, receiving 
Consuliation 23rd intelligence of this order, have thought proper to 
■ remonstrate against it as founded on a report which 

was totally groundless, and to represent the exigency of their situation as 
very critical and alarming, since they depended solely on this country for 
support. In reply to their letter we have informed them that the prohibi- 
tion was meant to extend only to the shipping of our own port, which 
we had a right to command and should certainly employ in the relief of 
our own establishments on the Coast preferably to all others, but we 
remarked to them that there were at that time vessels of their own nation 
lying in this river more than sufficient to supply the wants of their settle- 
ment for a long time to come. On this ground we also thought it our 
duty to refuse Mr. Bie, the Danish Chief at Fredericksnagore, when he 
applied to us for permission to freight and load English vessels %vith grain 
for Tranquebar. 

28. In consequence of the orders enacted by the late Act of Parlia- 
ment, that all supplies to His Majesty’s ships in India should be fvirnishea 
bv the Company, we thought it necessary, as the cold season ^vhich is 
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, . r • the articles used by the fleet was set 

the only time or prepann„^^^^ 

Consultation sSih Yeoiulations for h^^ office as might be settled by you 
October. ;^oard 111 England. VVe accordingly 

appointed Mr. Stephen Sulivan to th'^^ chaige. 


A part of the last loan of ,P l^^ks, borrowed for the investment 

^ f-rv rMirrnnc/a n minnl'lrv Or 
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of this year being unappropriated rfe agreed to purchase a q“n.u y o 
Lucknow cloths which were tenderfd “f *e English market 

as the rates appeared reasonable. '“^hed both to introduce a neir 

manufacture into -the investment ap^ production of a 

country, the interests of which are sd immediately connected with those 
of the Company, The present occas'O" ‘^e more favorable to our 
design because we understood that ilm assortment of the goods would 
bear a greater proportion of the coarsP^' 


30. A proposal having been to us at the same time by 

Mr. Lennox to furnish an additional quantity of indigo, fit for trans- 
portation to Europe, we authorized th^ Boaid of Trade to contract with 
him for yoo maunds for this season und^’'^ certain conditions. 

31. The Board of Trade, in consefl^*^^^^ death of Mi. Becher, 

one of their members, being in douEj^ whether his vacancy should be 
filled up immediately by the next sen^®^ servant upon the spot or 

kept open for the of one of those gentlemen 

Con-sultation agtb whom vou had *^0 succeed to seats at that 

November. Board, ^desired om opinion on this question. As 

it appeared to us by your original orders for the establishment of the 
Board of Trade, which you must havf always had in view in granting 
any eventual appointment to it, that eV^ry vacancy ought to be filled up 
immediately by the senior servants present we gave this decision upon 
the point referred to us, and Mr. John S-umner has in consequence been 
appointed. 


32. Mr. Cottrell has signified his', ^^sire to resign his seat in the 
Board of Trade and to proceed to EurOP^* which, according to a letter 
we have just received from them, he wf^^ allowed to do, 

33. Having thought it expedient, af 7°^ will observe by our Revenue 
Consultations, to re-establish the mint ; Dacca, we gave the superin- 
tendance of it to Mr. Becher who had P^^n appointed Commercial Chief 
at that station, and the coinage of ooll'^ mohurs and sicca rupees took 
place accordingly under his direction. "Bhe samples which he sent down 
were favorably reported upon by the AssaV Master, but to our great concern 
his death prevented his carrying our dest§^ complete execution. 

34- Mr. Tirretta some time ago laii^ before us the plan of a public 
market which he proposed to erect in the!'^°''^^ Calcutta. We submitted 
it to the Committee of Revenue for theF opinions, if the grant applied 
for would be attended with any prejudicf revenue or if the design 
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certain strain of their ships by beating against the monsoon, we desisted 
from our intention. The CheUerfidld was an exception to this rule. 
Captain Boswell informed us that he was destined to Bombay and China 
not to Bengal; we therefore ordered him to perform a trip to Madras with 
rice for the relief of that garrison, and shall afterwards send him to 
Bombay. 

26. Notwithstanding the liberal contributions of charity which 
have been subscribed at this place and the established monthly allowance 
collected at Madras for the support of die poor native inhabitants of that 
settlement we are informed that our united endeavors 
hitherto proved inadequate to their subsistance, 
as hundreds are daily expiring through want. Consi- 
dering the present extreme scarcity of grain at Madras and the increased 
distresses of the people, which have been described to us in a most affect- 
ing manner, we have opened a charitable subscription at every station of 
the army and at each subordinate settlement. We have also taken upon 
us, in order to promote so laudable and humane a purpose, to subscribe 
in the Company's name 50,000 rupees. By these 
combined means we hope to save the lives of many 
poor wretches who must otherwise perish in the most 
miserable manner from the famine. 


27. Having received information, which we depended on as authen- 
tic, that the Alfred and another ship, laden with grain at this port, had 
delivered their cargoes at Tranquebar, which were 
Con&ulmion a^ih immediately bought up for the use of the French 
^ ' troops at Cuddalore, then reduced to the utmost dis- 

tress, we thought it necessary, in order to prevent our enemies from being 
again supplied through the same channel, to publish a prohibition against 
the exportation of grain from Calcutta to any foreign settlement whatever. 

The Danish Government at Tranquebar, receiving 
intelligence of this order, have thought proper to 
remonstrate against it as founded on a report which 
was totally groundless, and to represent the exigency of their situation as 
very critical and alarming, since they depended solely on this country for 
support. In reply to their letter we have informed them that the prohibi- 
tion was meant to extend only to the shipping of our own port, whicli 
Ave had a right to command and should certainly employ in the relief of 
our own establishments on the Coast preferably to all others, but Ave 
remarked to them that there Avere at that time vessels of their own nation 
lying in this river more thari sufficient to supply the wants of their settle- 
ment for a long time to come. On this ground Ave also thought it our 
duty to refuse Mr. Bie, the Danish Chief at Fredericksnagore, Avhen he 
applied to us for permission to freight and load English vessels Avith grain 
for Tranquebar. 

28. In consequence of the orders enacted by the late Act of Parlia- 
ment, that all supplies to His Majesty’s ships in India should be furnished 
bv the Company, Ave thought it necessary, as the cold season Avhich is 
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time for preparing many of the articles used by the fleet was set 
in, to appoint an agent for this service, under such 
ition sSth regiulations for his office as might be settled by you 
with the Navy Board in England. We accordingly 
:d Mr, Stephen Sulivan to this charge. 

A part of the last loan of so lacks, borrowed for the investment 
/ear, being unappropriated we agreed to purchase a quantity of 
/ cloths which were tendered to us for the English market 
ates appeared reasonable. We wished both to introduce a new 
ture into the investment and to promote the production of a 
the interests of which are so immediately connected with those 
company. The present occasion was the more favorable to our 
)ecause we understood that the assortment of the goods would 
yeater proportion of the coarser sort. 

A proposal having been made to us at the same time by 

mox to furnish an additional quantity of indigo, fit for trans- 
n to Europe, we authorized the Board of Trade to contract with 
700 maunds for this season under certain conditions. 

The Board of Trade, in consequence of the death of Mr. Becher, 
their members, being in doubt whether his vacancy should be 
3 immediately by the next senior civil servant upon the spot or 
kept open for the arrival of one of those gentlemen 

ation 25th you had appointed to succeed to seats at that 

Board, desired our opinion on this question. As 

ired to us by your original orders for the establishment of the 
>f Trade, which you must have always had in view in gxanting 
ntual appointment to it, that every vacancy ought to be filled up 
ately by the senior servants present we gave this decision upon 
It referred to us, and Mr. John Sumner has in consequence been 
ed. 

Mr. Cottrell has signified his desire to resign his seat in the 
af Trade and to proceed to Europe, which, according to a letter 
2 just received from them, he will be allowed to do. 

Having thought it expedient, as you will observe by our Revenue 
;ations, to re-establish the mint at Dacca, we gave the superin- 
:e of it to Mr. Becher who had been appointed Commercial Chief 
station, and the coinage of gold mohiirs and sicca rupees took 
ccordingly under his direction. The samples which he sent down 
vorably reported upon by the Assay Master, but to our great concern 
th prevented his carrying our design into complete execution. 

Mr. Tirretta some time ago laid before us the plan of a public 
which he proposed to erect in the town of Calcutta. We subrhitted 
le Committee of Revenue for their opinions, if the grant applied 
aid be attended ^vith any prejudice to the revenue or if the design 
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appeared to them in any wise objectionable. Upon the recommendation 
of the Committee we have agreed to allo^v' Mr. Tirrelta 
Consultation sGili to establish a pubic market place with proper build- 
September. upon it for stalls, and the Committee is directed 

to conclude the necessary agreements with him accordingly. 

35. We have been under the necessity of proposing a regulation to 
be passed into a bye law for the restriction of shops allowed to retail 

spirituous liquors’ to the inhabitants of this town. 
Consultation sGth Arrack shops had become so numerous and licentious 
■ that they were grown into a perfect nuisance. Some 

were established even within the precincts of the hospital, and the 
enticement held out, in all pans of the town and its precincts, to licen- 
tiousness and intoxication in the soldiers of the garrison had proved so 
ruinous to the constitutions of the few Europeans who composed this 
corps that we thought it high time to put a stop to such a destructive 
evil by placing the shops under proper control and regulation. The 
heads for a bye law will be seen in our proceedings noted in the margin. 

36. You will receive by this packet a letter addressed to you by the 
Chief Justice, Sir Elijah Impey, which he has thought it necessary lo^ write 
in consequence of one which he understands your Secret Committee 
received from Mr. Francis, under dale the 3rd of April 1779. The Chief 
Justice in sending this address lo you, with the several affidavits which 

accompany it, through our channel left it open for 
our perusal and requested that a copy of the affidavits 
might be entered in our proceedings, which has been 
In his letter to us he has also touched another subject 
arising from his acceptance of the office of Judge of 
the Sudder Dewanne Adawlut. This we have taken up 
more at large in our letter from the Revenue Department. 

37. When we thought it necessary, in obedience to your orders, 
to stop the extra allowance granted to Sir John Day, your Advocate 

General, which you disapproved of, he relied so much 
Gei^ral Letter upon your more favorable consideration of his case, 
when It should come before you, as stated in his 
letters and referred to you by us, that he solicited to have the allowance 
continued to him in the interim; we offered to comply with his request 
provided he would sign an obligation to refund the amount which he 
might receive in case of your confirming your former 
“‘■ders. Not chusiiig at that time to sign to such a 
‘ ‘ condition the allowance continued to be withheld 

from him, but having since signified his acquiescence in our proposal 
and executed an instrument by which he binds himself to repay the 
amount that may be issued to him on account of this extra allowance 
if you further disapprove of it, and in consequence of your orders for 
that purpose a demand shall be made on him for tlie same within the 
period of two years from the date of the present disp.itch, we took 
off the suspension of it and ordered tlie arrears likewise to be paid to 


Consultation igih 
August. 

accordingly done. 

Consultation 4th 
November. 
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him. VVe therefore wuit your ultimate dcci.sion on thi.s point, anti request 
that you will be pleased to transmit us your orders in time to produce 
their due effect. 

38. You will find by our proceedings in the Department of Inspec- 
tion that we had been necessitated to make considerable letienchmcnt 
in the charges contained in the accounts of General Goddard. We had 
also reason to disapprove of the great premium which he paid to the 
shroffs for passing his bills on this Government as it defeated our endea- 
vors to make remittances to the Malabar coast from hence at a model iite 
rate of exchange. We therefore forbade him positively to grant any 
further drafts on us, and desired he would depend upon our endeavors 
only for his supplies. He acknowledged the receipt of our orders in a 
letter dated ist of May last, and promised to adhere to them. From 
that period we have made considerable remittances by bills to Bombay but 
General Goddard, notwithstanding his promise, has continued to draw 
upon us at the same unfavorable rate of exchange to which he had for- 
merly yielded. We thought it equitable therefore to debit his account for 
the difference between this rate and the exchange at which bills were pro- 
curable here, not chusing to throw a di.scrcdit upon his station or our 
own transaction by refusing to accept his drafts. 

39. We had transmitted particular directions to General Goddard 
from the Inspection Department for curtailing the enormous charges of 
his detachment, and we are inclined to believe that if his attention 
could have been confined to that particular object he would have been 
able to effect considerable savings to the Company, but the superior 
command to which he had been appointed by you so far removed him 
from the immediate charge of the Bengal Detachment and from our 
separate and sole authority and controul that we found it incompatible 
with our views of oeconomy, after the service for which he had been 
specially appointed to the command of our detachment had terminated 
by a peace with the Marattas, to continue him in it. We had it likewise 
in contemplation to recall the detachment to Bengal as soon as circum- 
stances would admit of it, the Presidency of Bombay having entertained 
a force fully adequate to their own necessities independantly of this corps, 
which being on a different establishment was of course more expensive 
than home raised troops; and we consider it also material to efface the 
prejudices of the native troops to foreign service by allowing the men 
who composed this detachment and had been long absent from their 
countiy and connections to return and enjoy the benefits we proposed 
for them. 

40. For the above several reasons we appointed Colonel Charles 
Morgan, the officer who had succeeded Colonel Parker in the rank of 
second in command of the detachment, to relieve General Goddard in 
the chief command of it. We were actuated in this measure purely by a 
regard for the public interests. We could place a stronger reliance in 
the endeavors of an officer in the immediate command of the detach- 
ment w'ho was entirely subordinate to our own authority and responsible 
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in a higher degree for the due accomplishment of our Avishes, because 
his constant residence with the troops and the uninterrupted attention 
which he could give to the duties of his station enabled him to watch the 
progress of his orders and to guide them in their issue. Colonel Morgan’s 
first offer of his services to join the detachment at Bombay, in consequence 
of which he was appointed thither, is entered in Consultation 7th Sep- 
tember 1781; and on his late promotion he pledged himself to us, in the 
strongest manner, to effect every possible reduction of expence which 
could be made. In the event of the return of these troops it could never 
be expected that General Goddard should quit his superior station of 
Commander in Chief at Bombay to accompany them, 

41. We are thus particular on this subject because Genera! Goddard 
seems to conceive it a great hardship that he should be deprived of the 
command of the detachment in favor of another, and has written us a 
strong remonstrance against the appointment of Colonel Morgan. We 
trust however that, on a candid review of our motives and proceedings, 
^ve shall not be taxed with injustice to General Goddard, with inatten- 
tion to your special appointment of that officer nor tv'ith partiality towards 
his successor Colonel Morgan, because we are conscious that neither of 
these principles had the least inflvtcnce upon our conduct. 

42. The particular savings of expence as far as we are yet able 
to ascertain them trill appear on the proceedings of the Board of Inspec- 
tion. We have received a letter from Colonel Morgan informing us that 
he had ordered 700 of the carriage bullocks to be sold and should dispose 
of manv of the camels as soon as he could do it wjth advantage. 

43. We have received a letter from General Goddard containing 
applications from Lieutenant Colonel Anneslie Baillie of the artillery, 

and Captain D. Watherston of the infantry for per- 
mission to resign ilie Company’s service and proceed 
to England, the latter for the benefit of his health, 
of the weak state of which he produce[d] a certificate, and the former 
though he allcdged ill health as a secondary cause seems to have been 
principally urged to his resignation by Colonel Morgan's appointment. 

44. Mr. Petrie who had taken his passage for Europe in the 

Dartmouth quitted that ship at Fort St. George where 
unexpectedly detained a long time and re- 
turned here: on his arrival he petitioned to be 
readmitted into the service with his former rank which we accordingly 
agreed to, 

45. Mr. John Storinonth, a surgeon in your service, ^vho was a 
passenger on board the Dartmouth proceeding to England for his health, 
after the loss of the ship returned to this place. On his petition we 
have readmitted him to his rank, and in consideration of his misfortune 
have granted him the arrears of pay which would have been due to 
him lud he remained in Bengal. 
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46. Mr. G. M. Kenderdiiie, who was ordered to proceed as surgeon 
of the Resolution to Europe since the return of that 
Consuliaiion ^oih ship, has desired to he excused from this duty and 
September. admitted to his former station in tl\e service, which 

we have also complied with. 


47. The Warreti being in want of a surgeon we admitted 
Mr. Thomas Morris, assistant surgeon, to proceed in charge of tlntt 

office, and in consequence of tlie urgency of the ctise 
sGth September. allowed him to draw his pay and hnllu upon this 

establishment until his arrival in Great Jiritain, from whicli time the 
owners of the ship are to be at such further charge its he may be iniiiled 
to demand. 


48. Many of the officers tvhom you_ have lately restored to the 
service after spending several years in England have returned to this 
country and immediately laid claim to the first vacant commands which 
their rank gave them a title to, in preference to those oflicers who though 
junior on the list of the army had, by a continued series of service in 
India, risen to be next in succession to such commands before the return 
of the senior officers, and from a longer period of actual duty possessed 
better pretentions to them. We fiave therefore thought it necessary to 
establish it as a rule that every officer returning from England though 
he retain his original rank shall forfeit his title of preference to vacant 
commands, unless his period of actual service in India, deducting that 
of his absence from the date of his resignation till his return, but 
allowing o years’ grace for such as have been at home for their health, 
shall be equal to that of the officers next in regular succession to those 
commands. 


49. Lieutenant Edward Dawson, who commands the Cadet Corps, 
having been represented to us by the Commander in Chief as peculiarly 
fit for that arduous and invidious station, arid recommended to us to be 
allowed the brevet rank of captain so essential to adding weight to his 
authority and command, we accordingly promoted him but confined his 
rank to the corps which he commanded, and forbade his being employed 
on any service where he would take precedence or command of those 
subalterns who were by right his seniors on the establishment. 

50. This officer has since been involved in a dispute with Captain 
Foster, an officer lately deceased, which from the circumstances attending 
the progress and issue of it we are sorry to say was, in some measure, 
disgraceful to both parties. Captain Dawson was tried by a general 
courtmartial and sentenced to be cashiered. On a perusal of the pro- 

Consultation 4th of the court, which for that reason we 

December. recommend to your attention, though we could not 

acquit, him we conceived the judgement hard and 
unmerited, and therefore withheld our approbation of it. 

51. The Commander in Chief having applied for leave of resigna- 
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lion for Ensign Holdcroft, who was under the necessity of soliciting 
this indulgence to avoid the disgrace of being tried 
ConsuUaiion ir,ih cashiered by a general courtinartial, we accord- 

ingly granted it, but wc think it necessary to be 
particularly pointed in notifying this circumstance to you lest Mr. Hold- 
croft should at any future period, when the memoTy of his offence may 
have been obliterated from all but his own mind, petition to be again 
restored to the service, as having only resigned it upon some casual plea 
which no longer existed, instances having happened of officers quitting 
the service from a similar cause and watching an opportunity shortly 
after to return to it, when by being appointed to a different corps they 
have evaded the trial and disgrace which they had been afraid to meet. 

52. Tile attornies of Mr. liarwell applied to us for payment of the 
bills of exchange which had been drawn on you from hence in his favor 
(£30,000), they being returned protested; they also 
Consultation 2.{th demanded the interest due upon the amount from 
the date of the bills until others should be granted. 
We ordered new bills to be made out in conformity to your orders 
and were under the necessity of complying with their requisition for 
interest. 

Consultation iriii 53 ' A similar application with similar effect has 
November. been made to us by the attorney of Mr. Francis. 

54. A particular request having been made of us to grant bills 

of exchange upon you for a small property which 
October'***'^" your Court, had remaining in this 

country we could not refuse our acquiescence and bills 
R'ill accordingly be given to his agent for the same. 

55. Mr. Donaldson, agent for the widow of the late Mr. John Stewart, 
has represented to us the distressful situation of that lady from being 

unable to draw home the property of her deceased 
*'’*** husband which remains in this country. It appears 
that she petitioned your Court for permission to remit 
£1500 every season througli the Company’s cash until the whole should 
be realized in England. Tin's you granted lier for one year, but your 
order to us has not been repealed. Wc have nevertheless agreed to 
indulge her with bills for this season. All these bills will be drawn, 
according to your directions, by the latter ships of the season. 

56. Some of the commanders of your ships have applied to us to 
extend the usual privilege of certilicatcs to which they are entitled for 
money paid into our treasury, but we thought it proper to refuse our 
complyance on account of the heavy drafts which would necessarily be 
made ou \ou in payment of ihe loan for the invesiincnt. 


57. Captain Jonathan Conn, commanding tlie Fox packet, from his 
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lonff services and statiori in your service, being under diiEerent[jic] circum- 
stances, we have granted him certificates for the amount of the ordinary 
privilege possessed by the commanders of your Indiamen, which he was 
particularly desirous of obtaining for the purpose of remitting money to 
complete the shares of his ship. We have also allowed him to pay in the 
amount due on his certificates for his former voyage in the Prince of 
Wales. 

58. Mr. G. G. Townsend, late 2nd officer of the Fox packet, having, 
as he informs us, been robbed of the certificates which were granted him 
for the amount of his privilege we agreed to give him others on condition 
of his indemnifying the Company against the appearance of the former, 
which he declares were not endorsed by him, 

59. Messrs. Uhtoff, Fawcett, Broughton and Crow, writers on the 
Bombay establishment, having been brought by the Chesterfield to this 

place and no immediate opportunity offering for them 
obtain a passage to Bombay we have employed 
them in the Secretary’s office, and granted them an 
allowance of 300 rupees per month each to defray their necessary 
expences. 

60. The following officers have resigned the Company’s service in 
order to return to England by the ships of this season, 
viz.. Lieutenant Colonel Jacob Camac; Major William 
Jones; Major Moses Crawford; Captain James Smith 
for the adjustment of his private affairs; Lieutenant 
P. Combauld to receive the pension, being invalided. 

61. Having nearly collected in the Dutch investment we thought it 
proper to dissolve the establishments made for that purpose at Patna, 
Dacca and Calcapore and to allow only one person to remain at each 
until the whole should be collected and sent down. We hope soon to be 
able to ship it off with a particular account for your information, and 
shall then further reduce the establishment of the commissaries. 

62. We have granted permission to Mr. Ross, late Director at Chin- 
surah, to take his passage for Europe, by a neutral ship, on his parole of 
honor. 


Consultation 14th 
October. 

Consultation 7th 
October. 


63. We have thought it necessary to send Monsieur Dupare, a 
Flench prisoner of war, on board the iVlulgrave to be conveyed to Eng- 
land. He has been some time under restraint here on suspicion of having 
instigated the lascars to mutiny on board the ResolutioJi, Captain Poynt- 
mg, in which ship he arrived here from Madras, and because his papers, 
which were searched, contained many things improper for a prisoner of 
war to take notes of or to relatej and that they were intended for circula- 
tion is strongly presumed from the number of copies which he had taken 
wiih his own hand. 
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64. Wc have ordered the Dutch prisoners of- war, who remained in 
confinement here, to be distributed on the ships now under dispatch, and 
lists of them will be forwarded to you by each ship on which they 
embark. 


65. The Commissioners at Chinsura have staled to us a claim of 
considerable amount which in justice was due from Mr. Rader Maker, 
late Chief of the Dutch factory at Patna, on account of advances charged 
in his accounts for the opium alloted to that Company and consequently 
received by him from the Dutch funds but not actually paid. We have 
ordered the amount to be demanded from him, and in our next we mean 
to give you a more particular account of this affair. 

66. Sir Robert Chambers, who had been appointed to the siiperin- 
tendance of the court of justice established for the conveniency of the 
conquered settlements at Chinsurah, has thought proper to resign this 
station, conceiving that his holding it might be deemed incompatible with 
his duty as a judge of the Supreme Court, We have requested that he 
will continue in the functions of it for a short lime until we shall be 
able to form such arrangements as may prevent any inconvenience from 
his giving it up. 

67. The dispatches from the Board of Trade being this instant sent 
in we observe with surprize, by the 20th paragraph of their letter to you, 
dated the 28th ultimo, that they give you a caution which implies a 
possible failure in the investment now under provision, and if suffered to 
pass without further notice might alarm you unnecessarily for the amount 
which will be realized of the investment or the debasement of its goods, 
from the tardiness of our advances. We nevertheless venture to assure 
you that no detriment shall be sustained on this account. We believe 
that several of your members well know, from local observation, that the 
usual advances for the provision of the investment have never been made 
with any strict regularity, and that the manufactures have not been 
debased from this cause. The fact is that many of the payments which 
we had to receive from the subscribers were made by transfers of demands 
which they had upon our treasury, and of course the money never came 
into our hands, but the Board of Trade have had orders in their posses- 
sion upon the treasury for the amount of the advances due to them, and 
these have been liquidated as fast as our means would admit of it, which 
upon the whole you will find has not, by any means, been comparatively 
tardy. Particular accounts of the advances made to the Board of Trade 
in the course of this season and of the last make numbers in the packet 
for your observation. 

68. By the account for the present season it appears that the Board 
of Trade have received from us, in a period of less than 4 months, the 
sum of current rupees 51,68,384, which is not very far short of the pro- 
portions which arc due to them, and greatly exceeds any payments made 
to them in a much longer space of time last season. The rigid steps 
which we found it necessary to adopt to render this investment a profitable 
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concern to the Company after payment of the drafts which will be 
made upon it, might induce the Board of Trade to expect the strictest 
punctuality on our side in issuing the advances for it, and we fancy has 
given rise to their remarks though the failure was inconsiderable and 
unavoidable. 


69. In our letter per Oslerly dated goth November 177^^ took the 
liberty of mentioning to you that the Accomptant General to the Revenue 
Department had thought it incumbent upon him to point out to us the 
merits of Mr, Thomas Ivory, 'who had long been employed under him, 
and we mentioned Mr. Ivory us being a person worthy to be received into 
your service. It is now near ten years that he served in that office, during 
which time he has conducted himself with the greatest assiduity and has 
shewn the most unwearied attention to business. We cannot help again 
recommending Mr. Ivory to your notice and we hope that you will do 
him the honor to appoint him a writer on this establishment; it will be 
a reward he has been long ambitious to acquire for his past services, and 
will add to your list of servants one who, we are convinced, will do credit 
to our I'ecomraendation.^ 


Board of Ordnance 

Paragraphs to be inserted in' tlic General Letter to tlic 
Honourable the Court of Directors 

78, We have the honour to transmit herewith the ledger of the 

Ordnance Department for 1780/1, and a general return 
of the ordnance and military stores which remained 
in the several magazines and that were attached to the 
corps composing the army on this establishment the goth April 1781, 

with an account of short deliveries of militai7 stores 
^ imported by the ships Hinchinbrooke, Blandford, 

Mulgrave, Deptford and Tartar. 

79. We also transmit an indent for certain articles required by the 

g -Agent for the manufacture of gun powder for the 

Nfo. 9! of works under his direction, with instructions 

which he has drawn out for the gentleman superin- 
tending the Canon Company’s works for casting [the] six iron sylinders 
included in his application. We request you will be pleased to order 
the supply of these articles by the first opportunity; we are induced to 
make this request earnestly on account of the necessity there is of afford- 
ing the Agent every assistance in our power to enable him to answer 
the heavy calls upon him for poivder for our own consumption and store, 
and for supplying Fort St. George and His Majesty’s fleet. 


Fort William, 

7th December 1782. 


We are etc. 
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ENCLOSURE i 
(Vide paragraph ^6) 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

[i] I have the honour of inclosing you a copy of a letter which I 
understand was ^vritten to your Select Committee by Philip Francis Esqr,, 
late a Counsellor of this Presidency. If I am irregular in my corres- 
pondence I hope you will attribute it to my anxiety to refute,, in the 
most open manner, insinuations contained therein, which are levelled 
at my reputation by innuendoes which cannot and which I do not tvish to 
be misunderstood. This I am confident you will think fully done to 
your complete conviction by the two affidavits which I have annexed 
thereto. 

[z] To the truth of those affidavits, as far as they relate to me, and 
that everything is set forth therein wltlch can in any wise concern me 
I am ready to add my own oath. 

[3] I have requested your Governor General and Council to record 
the whole on their proceedings, and have taken the liberty of addressing 
the Court of Directors, at large, rather than jour Select Committee to 
which Mr. Francis lias addressed his letter, that I may have as full a 
reparation for the injury, which has been done me, as the nature of the 
case will admit, by bringing to a more public attention not only my 
own vindication but both the spirit and mode with which the gentleman 
has practised the conveying secret informations, much more calculated to 
defame than to accuse, to instill suspicion than to establish guilt. 

[4] That the reparation cannot be adequate to the injury I have 
received, I have to lament. The writer of that letter knew as well as I do 
the force of first impressions, the weakness of defences made at a distant 
period and the improbability of their being read candidly, or even coming 
to the hands of ail who have imbibed prejudices. 

1 have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Calcutta, Your most obedient humble servant, 

8th August 1782. (Signed) E. impey. 


ENCLOSURE 2 

To the Flonourablc Governor General and the Gentlemen of the 
Council. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

[tj I hereby take the liberty of enclosing to you a copy of a letter 




Elijah Impey 
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which has lately come to my hands, the original of which I understand 
was written by Philip Francis Esqr., late a member of your Honourable 
Board, to the Select Committee of the Court of Directors, with the intent 
of fixing on me the imputation of what I esteem the meanest species of 
corruption; when you have perused it you will not be surprized at my 
anxiety to refute the insinuations contained in it, which is fully done 
by the affidavits which I have caused to be annexed to it. To those 
affidavits, as far as they relate. to me, I am ready and willing to add my 
own confirmation on oath. 


[2] It being necessary to communicate the copy of Mr. Francis’s letter 
to Messrs. Fraser and Bayne for the purpose of procuring their affidavits 
in answer to such parts of the letter as concerned me, they have desired 
to add to their affidavits such matters as they have thought necessary to 
clear away imputations which they think cast on them by the same letter, 
and to deny some facts positively asserted therein. 


[3] I have likewise written a letter, in which these are inclosed, to 
the Court of Directors, which I send to you unsealed. The purpose of 
this part of my address to you is to request that you will, after having 
read the whole, replace the several inclosures, seal it and permit it to be 
transmitted to the Court of Directors by your next dispatch for Europe, 
and if it be not irregular that copies of the whole may be entered on 
your proceedings. 

i 

[4] I have learnt from report, but not from any letters which I 
have received from England, that the same gentleman has accused me 
before a committee of the House of Commons of having committed an 
offence against the Act of the 13th of His present Majesty, by having 
accepted as a compromise with the Governor General from your Honour- 
atJle Board the office of judge of the Suddur Dewanny Adawlut with a 
large salary annexed thereto. The acceptance of the salary and not of 
the office I suppose to be charged as the crime. 


[5] The Governor General and Council are individually subjected 
to the same restrictions, with regard to emoluments, in the same clauses 
in the Act and by the same words as the judges. Yet two of the Counsellors 
(one within a year after the Act past and before he proceeded to Bengal) 
have been appointed openly by the East India Company Commanders 
m Chief of the forces in India with considerable salaries, and have received 
and enjoyed their salaries. I could not imagine after an office with a 
salary had been thus accepted by gentlemen under the same restrictions 
as I am, with the knowledge of the King’s ministers, of the Parliament 
and of the whole nation, and after they were suffered to receive the 
emoluments of their offices without molestation, that the acceptance of 
an office of great trust and real business, though with a salary, could be 
deemed illegal in me. For I cannot conceive, if the Statute prohibits a 
Counsellor from accepting an office with emoluments, that the appoint- 
ment having been made publickly and notoriously could alter the essence 
of the fact itself and except it out of the law; though as this past not 
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[10] How far publick utility weighed with me when I took charge 
of the office may be difficult of positive proof, as the chief evidence of 
it must rest in my own breast, I will not therefore offer my own aver- 
ments and assurances on that subject, as I cannot expect them to meet 
with the general credit which I am conscious they deserve. I shall 
likewise, for similar reasons, decline to say anything myself of the utility 
of the office choosing to leave it to the attestations of others less biassed, 
and to the known effects of the appointment; for whether my having 
regulated the office and discharged the duties of it have or have not been 
attended with labor to myself and good to the country your Honourable 
Board have now full experience to determine; and to your candor I 
refer it for an impartial representation at home. 

[11] If by compromise with the Governor General is meant any 
agreement, express or implied, of any kind whatsoever that I should at 
all relax in any matter which had or was likely to be contested between 
the Governor General or Council and the Supreme Court, which is the 
only sense I can put on the word, I do most positively and solemnly deny 
the charge, and beg leave to refer to the recollection of the Governor 
General whether I did not in the course of conversations, when he talked 
of the expedience of the office being placed in my hands, explain to him 
that it was not to be expected that ray holding the office should in the 
least vary my conduct with regard to the differences of opinion enter- 
tained by the Governor General and Council and the Court, and whether 
he did not declare that no such thing was expected; and expressed some 
dissatisfaction that I had thought it necessary to use a caution of that 
nature. And to the judges I appeal whether, in every case wherein such 
differences of opinion were involved, I have not since the appointment 
persisted in the same uniform language and conduct which I held before 
the appointment. I had indeed both before and after the appointment, 
as soon as the subjects of the differences had been referred to England, 
as far as I could consistent with what I thought the duties of my office 
of Chief Justice, to the utmost of my power endeavoured to prevent all 
questions which might either revive the old or furnish new matter of 
contention between the Governor General and Council and the Court 
from coming to a public decision, that everything might remain in 
quiet and with as little ferment as possible till a remedy from home 
should be applied to the evil. But as this was the rule of my conduct 
as well before as since the appointment this I can hardly think is intended 
to be referred to by the pretended compromise. 

[12] It would ill become me, after the trust and confidence with 
which you have honored me, on account of any obloquy or personal attack 
which it may have submitted me to, by abandoning the office before you 
have taken order about it to replunge the administration of justice into 
that confusion from which, I flatter myself, I have in some small degree 
been the means of rescuing it. I have therefore to this time carried on 
the civil business of the office, 'which I think I might lawfully do, as the 
new Act of Parliament which confirms the Court authorizes it to be 
held by the Governor General and Council, or some committee thereof 
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or appointed thereby. But as it is now, by that Act, erected into a Court 
of Record, and an appeal is given from it to His Majesty and it is made 
a Court of Criminal Jurisdiction for the purpose of hearing, trying, 
determining and punishing offences coiuinitted in the collection of the 
revenues, I must submit to your Honourable Board whether it is not 
become necessary to take into consideration by whom and in what manner 
that justice, which is now of a criminal as well as civil nature, should be 
administered, and this leads me to remind you more particularly that 
the rules and regulations, already formed by you, relate only to civil 
suits, and that there are none which will apply to the new criminal 
jurisdiction now given to the Court. 

[13] I have before mentioned that I have hitherto carried on the 
business of the court in the usual manner, but as some time has now 
elapsed since the arrival of the new Act of Parliament I thought it my 
duty to inform you of what relates to myself, as it is connected as well 
with your public acts as my own, and to remind you of the necessity of 
making provisions with regard to the court. 

[14] I shall for the same reasons, which have prevailed on me to the 
present time, still continue to go on with the civil department of the 
court, but must decline hearing, trying and determining on any complaints 
of a criminal nature, should any such be preferred to the court, both 
because there are no rules laid down for proceedings in such cases and 
because I do not know it was your intention that 1 should, the holding 
such jurisdiction being totally different, in its nature and consequences, 
from that which you have commissioned me to execute. 

[15] I must request that the consideration of these matters may be 
brought before your Honourable Board on as early a day as your pro- 
ceedings will, with convenience, admit. 

I have the honor to be, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Calcutta, Your very obedient humble servant, 

8th August 1782. E. Impey. 

I have been obliged to [delay] the sending in this letter as Mr. Bayne 
desired to consult his papers, at Baugnan, before he swore to bis affidavit. 

ENCLOSURE } 

Select Committee of the Honourable the Court of Directors of the 
East India Company. 


Calcutta 3rd April 1779 

Gentlemen, 

[i] In reviewing the proceedings of the Governor General and 
Council in their Revenue Department there is one subject which, I con- 
ceive, deserves the particular attention of the Court of Directors. I take 
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this method of recommending it through you to their immediate consi- 
deration, for reasons which undoubtedly will recur to you as soon as you 
are possessed of the particular circumstances that belong to it. 

[o] On the loth of October 1777 a majority of the Board thought 
fit to give a contract for keeping the pools at Moorshedabad in repair 
for two years to a Mr. Wattel for the sum of 1,64,800 sicca rupees. Of 
this person I can give yoii no other information than that he is not in the 
Company’s service, his connections and situations in this country are 
equally unknown to me, but I feel no hesitation in assuring you that the 
contract is too profitable to be given to him for his sole benefit. 

[3] On the 13th of February 1778 the majority thought fit to give 
a contract for repairing the pools of the district of Burdwaii to a Mr. 

Revenue Consulta- Fraser for two years for the sum of 1,80,000 sicca 
lion 13th February rupees. Whereas in the settlement of that district, 
1778- formed by Sir John Clavering, Colonel Monson and 

myself for the years 1776 and 1777, the Rajah’s officers had engaged, and 
were bound to perform the same service for the sum of 35,000 sicca 
rupees per annum. Mr. Fraser is an under officer in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, where I understand he is well provided for. 
You are to consider and judge of the views and principles which have 
guided the Governor General and Council in the allotment of such a busi- 
ness, on terms of such immoderate profit, to a person so circumstanced as 
you will find Mr. Fraser to be. If you think fit to enquire into his situa- 
tions and connections, by referring to the consultations, you will find that 
I have gone as far in opposing the measure as the delicate and personal 
nature of the question, and perhaps my own safety, would admit of. Let 
me only assure you that it concerns the Company’s service in a very high 
degree. 


[4] Some late resolutions, still more extraordinary and questionable 
than even those taken in the first instance, have brought these contracts 
again into view. On the 39th of December and 3nd of February last, 
it was determined to give Mr. Wattel and Mr. Fraser a grant of a con- 
tinuation of their present contracts respectively for three years each, to 
commence from the expiration of such contracts, that is, to commence at 
a time, ’ivhen by law the present Government will have ceased to exist. 
I am informed that grants so circumstanced are in themselves illegal and 
void, and as such Mr.- Wheler and I have opposed them. The whole 

sum payable to Mr. Fraser, out of the Company’s trea- 
sury, is sicca rupees 4,30,000, which, reckoning the 
current rupee at two shillings, is equal to £48,730. 
Besides this you will observe that in the second grant 
Mr. Fraser is authorized to execute certain additional works which pro- 
perly belong to his contract, and to deliver in extra bills for the same 
upon honour. What such extra charge may amount to or whether his 
whole real expence will not be covered by this supplemental condition can 
only be matter of conjecture. The objection to the new clause, on the 
face of It, is that it leaves the Company open to an unlimited charge. 


Revenue Consulta- 
tions i6th, igtb 
February 1779. 
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The whole disbursement on account of Mr. Wattel’s contract will be sicca 
rupees 4,12,000; £47,792. 

[5] It is for the Company to consider whether they will allow their 
servants to bind them in this manner for any term of years ad libitum, 
and to give away their property with such unbounded profusion. It is 
not possible, I think, that the purposes to be answered by so manifest a 
sacrifice of the Company’s interest to that of individuals can be mistaken. 
In the case of Mr. Fraser the object meant to be provided for is sufficiently 
apparent, and very well understood in this place. The continuation of 
Mr. Wattel’s contract, I have reason to believe, is for the use of Dr, Burn 
and Sir John D’Oyly. 

[6] If any material change shall take place in this Council, on the 
expiration of our present appointment, I should conceive that the new 
administration would think it their duty to take into immediate consi- 
deration whether the validity of the preceding grant ought not to be 
litigated. But I confess that, for my own part, 1 should enter into such 
a litigation with great doubt and discouragement, and without a hope of 
success in any degree adequate to my private opinion of the wrong which 
the Company suffer. 

[7] The Court of Directors will weigh and determine tvhether it be 
not incumbent upon [them] to support their Government here by the best 
opinions taken in England, and by precise instructions and positive orders 
founded thereupon. Let me only observe that no time ought to be lose* 
in sending out such orders and instructions as they may think the case 
requires, and that it is not likely that individuals here, however upright 
and irreproachable in their own conduct, will act- steadily and resolutely 
on such invidious ground if they are not heartily supported by the 
direct authority and most decided approbation of their employers. 

[8] The grants given to Captain Maegowan will be brought before 

the Company by their Board of Commerce. I shall 
8th therefore content myself with referring you* to the 

14th December 1778, Several consultation in which those grants are 
22nd ^^arch 1779. recorded, and with assuring you that they deserve 
your attention not less than the contracts which are immediately the 
subject of this letter. 


I have the honor to be, 
with the greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most 
humble servant, 
(Signed) P. Francis. 



7 DECEMBER 1783 343 

ENCLOSURE 4 

The affidavit of Archibald Fraser Esq., sworn before the 
Honourable Mr. Justice Flyde on the sixteenth day of August 
one thousand seven hundred and eightytwo. 

Archibald Fraser of Calcutta gentleman maketh oath and says that 
some time in the end of the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
six when John Mills, gentleman, was appointed to the office of Superin- 
tendent of the Police of the town of Calcutta vacant by the death of 
Alexander Macraby Esq., brother-in-law, as this deponent has heard and 
believes, of Philip Francis Esqr., late a Counsellor of this settlement, it 
being rumored that the said John Mills would not long reside in Bengal, 
he this deponent by the mediation of Sir Elijah Impey applied to the 
Governor General for his interest to succeed to the office when it should 
become vacant, and was informed by the said Sir Elijah that the Governor 
had promised his interest when the vacancy should happen, and desired 
that this deponent would, in the mean time, employ himself in such 
manner as would instruct him to execute the duties of the office; that the 
said John Mills having in consequence, as this deponent has heard and 
believes, of complaints preferred against him for offences in his office by 
the judges of the Supreme Court been obliged- to vacate his office, the 
said Sir Elijah told this deponent that he wishes this deponent would 
not urge the Governor General to keep his promise with regard to the 
succession to the said office, he. Sir Elijah, then declaring that he was 
apprehensive that if he, this deponent, succeeded to the vacancy it might 
cause a suspicion that he. Sir Elijah, had joined in preferring such com- 
plaints against the said John Mills not from principles of justice, but for 
the purpose of serving the interest of this deponent as this deponent is a 
son of the brother of the mother of the said Sir Elijah, and then lived in 
his family, and that Sir Elijah further informed this deponent that he 
had expressed the same sentiments to the Governor General, and that the 
Governor General had promised to serve this deponent in some other 
way. And this deponent further says that Charles Stafford Playdell Esqr. 
was appointed to the office in the room of the said John Mills. And 
this deponent verily believes if Sir Elijah Impey had not for these reasons, 
desired this deponent to waive the promises so made by the Governor 
General he, this deponent, should have succeeded to the said office. And 
this deponent further says that some time in the latter end of the year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy seven, or the beginning of the year 
one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight this deponent was informed 
that he had been appointed to the office of the Coroner of this town, but 
that he, this deponent, disliking the nature of the attendance in such 
office, and not being sufficiently instructed in4aw with the duties of the 
same, did beg leave to decline the acceptance of such office. That soon 
after, but on what particular day this deponent at this distance of time 
cannot say, George Bogle Esqr., now deceased, came to this deponent 
who was then alone in his bed chamber, and advised this deponent to 
make proposals to the Governor General and Council for a contract to 
keep the Government pools of the Burdwaiun District in repair for the 
space of two years, and the said George Bogle then acquainted this 
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deponent that by the neglect of the said pools for the two preceding years 
an adequate sum (as the said George Bogle said) not having been allowed 
they were in a very ruinous condition, and that he, the said George Bogle, 
suggested to this deponent in what terms it would be proper to make 
proposals for the said contract, and did at the same time recommend that 
John Baynes, gentleman whom he the said George Bogle recommended as 
a person well skilled in such business, to be agent to this deponent for the 
carrying the said contract into execution. That he this deponent did on 
the next day, and before he acceded to the said proposition, acquaint Sir 
Elijah Impey with what had past between the said George Bogle and this 
deponent, and asked the advice of the said Sir Elijah, who answered this 
deponent to this effect that he knew nothing of the nature of the business 
or what were proper proposals to make, but that if he this deponent 
thought he could derive profit therefrom he. Sir Elijah, could have no 
objection to this deponent's engaging therein. That in consequence of 
the advice of the said George Bogle and assent of the said Sir Elijah he, 
this deponent, did make proposals to the Governor General and Council- 
in the terms suggested by the said George Bogle without any variation 
whatsoever, and that in some short time after he was informed that his 
proposals had been accepted. And this deponent further says that he 
verily believes the said proposition was made to this deponent without 
the privity or knowledge of Sir Elijah Impey, and that the said Sir Elijah 
was totally ignorant of anything relative thereto, until he, this deponent, 
informed him thereof as is before related. And this deponent further 
says that he verily believes the said Sir Elijah did not at any time apply 
to or solicit the Governor General or any other person whatsoever on 
that subject before the said proposals were accepted by the Governor 
General and Council. And this deponent further says that, on or about 
the month of December one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight, 
the said John Bayne represented to this deponent that every [very] great 
inundations had happened by which a greater cxpence was incurred by this 
deponent than was expected at the time of his entering into the contract, 
and that it would be highly beneficial to the country to prevent such 
inundations in future, which could not be checked by the pools which 
this deponent was, by his contract, bound to repair, that certain works 
should be erected, which said works were called, by the said John Bayne, 
(iobuuds, and which did not belong to the said contract, as by the said 
contract, bearing date on or about the sixteenth day of April one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy eight, and by a renewed contract, bearing date 
the sixteenth day of February one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
nine, reference being thereunto had, will fully appear, for the erecting 
of which said new works he this deponent was to receive no consideration 
whatsoever by the contract-, and recommended this deponent to apply to 
the Governor General and Council to contract for erecting the same on a 
calculation, then made by the said John Bayne, of the amount of the 
expcnce likely to be incurred in the erecting thereof, and this deponent 
further says that the said John Bayne did propose to this deponent to 
[lay] out ihc whole of the sum to be allowed for the said works on the 
said works. And this deponent further says that the said John Bayne 
calculated the cxpence which would be incurred by erecting the said new 
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works, and' this deponent did make proposals to the Governor General 
and Council to perform the said works according to such calculation, but 
■the said Governor General and Council did not agree to allow to this 
deponent any specific sum for the expences of the said work, but did 
authorize this deponent to erect the said new works, and engaged to pay 
to this deponent such sums in advance, so that no advances should on one 
occasion exceed five thousand sicca rupees, as should be necessary for the 
same, he this deponent accounting for such advances if required not upon 
honor, as is mentioned in the said letter said to be written by the said 
Philip Francis Esqr., but upon oath as by the said renewed contract will 
fully appear. And this deponent further says that he verily believes the 
whole sums advanced for the said new works, and more than such sums, 
have been really and bona fide expended on the said new works as the 
said John Bayne, who has acted during the terms of the said contract as 
sole agent for this deponent, has frequently declared to him, this deponent, 
that the whole of such advances and more has been so expended. And 
this deponent further says that no profit, benefit or emolument whatsoever, 
to the best of the knowledge and belief of this deponent, by any means 
whatsoever, been derived from the erecting the said do bunds to this 
deponent, nor any expence saved to this deponent by the said, save and 
except as is expressed in the affidavit of the said John Bayne. And this 
deponent further says that he has to the best of his knowledge fulfilled 
his contracts faithfully in every particular, he having continually required 
his said sole agent to spare no expence whatsoever in keeping the pools, 
for the reparation of which he this deponent has contracted, in the best 
condition possible, and the said John Bayne has from time to time assured 
this deponent he has so done, and has at different times brought in bills 
and vouchers for the same to a very high amount, the whole of which 
accounts, respecting both the old pools and the new works, this deponent 
is ready and willing to subject to the inspection of the Governor General 
and Council, and to verify the same on oath, as far as is within the know- 
ledge of this deponent. And this deponent further says that no part 
whatsoever of the sum advanced for the said new works have been applied 
to the use of this deponent. And this deponent further says that he did 
request the said Sir Elijah Impey to apply to the Governor General for 
his interest to procure the first contract to be renewed, and he, the said 
Sir Elijah, did promise this deponent that he would so do, and this 
deponent believes that the said Sir Elijah did apply to the Governor 
General on that behalf. And this deponent further saith that he has 
seen a paper which he has been told is a copy of a letter which he has 
been informed was written by Philip Francis Esqr., herein before men- 
tioned, by which this deponent understands the said Philip Francis meant 
to convey insinuations prejudicial to the said Sir Elijah Impey, wherefore 
this deponent has thus disclosed upon oath all and every part that the 
said Sir Elijah has acted with regard to the said contracts, as far as it 
has come to the knowledge of this deponent, which he verily believes has 
proceeded solely from the friendship and afffection] which the said Sir 
Elijah has from his earliest childhood ever and uniformly entertained for 
this deponent, and more particularly as the said Sir Elijah Impey, when 
he was about to leave England and proceed to Bengal, requested this 
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deponent, then a chief mate in the service of the East India Company, 

to relinquish [his] pursuits in that liiie'and trust to the [ ] of the said 

Sir Elijah to provide for this [deponent] in India, which this deponent 
did accordingly. And this deponent further says tliat the said Sir Elijah 
has been very solicitous, as this deponent believes, to promote the interest 
of this deponent, that as the education of this deponent liad not been 
such as qualified him for the higher and more lucrative offices in the 
Supreme Court (as the said Sir Elijah has often declared to this deponent) 
the said Sir Elijah procured him, this deponent, to be appointed Sealer 
of the said Court soon after its first institution, to whicli office a yearly 
salary of Arcot rupees two thousand and no more is annexed, anti that 
this deponent held no other office whatsoever in the Supreme Court until 
the month of December in the year one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy six, when he was appointed examiner in the said Court, to wliich 
office a yearly salary of Arcot rupees six thousand and no more is annexed, 
and that he hath not at any lime held any other office in the said Court 
except the offices abovemeniioned. And this deponent further says that 
the profits of the said two offices, including fees and salaries after the 
necessary deductions for clerks and contingencies, would not if this depo- 
nent did not lodge and board gratis in the family of the said Sir Elijah 
be more than would be necessary to maintain him, this deponent, in 
decency and tviih common necessaries. And this deponent further saiih 
that the said Sir Elijah Impey has not, nor has any other person on his 
behalf or in trust for him, received directly or indirectly any profit, 
reward or einolumeiic whatsoever for or on account of the said contracts 
or contract or of any offices or office, appointments or appointment, profits 
or profit had [r/c] made or held by this deponent, and that the said Sir 
Elijali Impey has not received any promise, insinuation or hint from which 
the .said Sir Elijah Impey can derive any expectation whatsoever that he 
or any otic for him shall in future be benefited by the same. 

.Sworn at Calcutta. 

TIic sixteenth day of August 1782 

before me. (Signed) A. Fraser. 

(Signed) j. Hyde. 


ENCLOSURE 5 

The affidavit of John Bayne gentleman made before the 
Honourafjle Mr. justice Hyde on the sixteenth day of August 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty ttvo. 

John Bayne of Baugnan, in the district of Burdwan, gentleman, maketh 
oath and says that he has acted as sole agent to Archibald Fraser, gentle- 
man. for the carrying into execution a certain contract entered into with 
the Governor General and Council of this Presidency by the said Archi- 
bald Fr.aser, dated on or about the sixteenth of April in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy eight, for repairing the Government 
pools of the district of Burdwan, as also a renewed contract entered 
into by the same p.irtics bearing date the sixteenth day of February 
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one thousand seven hundred and seventy nine, as well for the same pur- 
poses as for erecting certain new works, and that he has so acted from 
th? commencement of the said contracts to the present hour, that this 
deponent did, on or about the month of February one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy eight, proceed to the province of Burdwan for the 
purposes of surveying and repairing the said pools which he found in a 
ruinous condition, and very [verily] believes, from the appearance they 
made, that very small sums had been expended in repairing the same 
for the two preceding years, and this deponent hath hereunto annexed 
an office copy of a report, dated the first day of February one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy eight, by John iCinloch Escjr., Superintendent 
of Poolbundy Repairs, which appears of the said copy [^ic] to have been 
made in consequence of an order of the Chief and Council of Burdwan. 
And this deponent says that during the time the first year’s, repairs of the 
pools were carrying on as well as after the same had accordingly to the 
best of this deponent’s judgement and abilities been completely finished 
the said pools sustained considerable damage occasioned by various causes, 
particularly by the extraordinary rains of the season and by the 
rapid torrents from the mountains, both of which last mentioned 
causes were by the ryots and others resident on the spot represented 
to this deponent to have been more severe than diuring the four 
preceding years, which representation this deponent believes to have - 
been true. And this deponent further says that from the observations 
he had made on the inundations and from the probable bad consequences 
to cultivation, which he judged likely to ensue from the change of the 
course of particular parts of the rivers that were then nearly approaching 
the pools which were the object of the first contract, he, this deponent, 
did then and now does believe that certain additional works called 
dobunds were necessary for the security of the cultivation of the country, 
and did therefore on or about the month of December one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy eight, advise the said Archibald Fraser to 
apply to the Governor General and Council to contract for the erection 
of the said dobunds. And this deponent did make a calculation, to the 
best of this deponent’s judgement, of the expences necessary for' erecting 
the same and did communicate the same to the said Archibald Fraser. 
And this deponent further says that the erecting such new works formed 
no part of the works to be performed under the first contract as by the 
said two contracts will appear. And this deponent further says that he 
did not include, in such calculation, any pecuniary reward for labour 
and trouble in superintending the erection of the same either to the said 
Archibald Fraser or to him, this deponent, but that the whole of the 
money which should be allowed for the same should be expended on the 
said new works. And this deponent further says that greater, damages 
had been done to the pools by inundations after he, this deponent, had 
first lepah'ed the same than the said Ai'chibald Fraser had reason to 
expect, wherefore and because the said Archibald Fraser or his agents 
would be at great additional trouble in erecting such new works he, this 
deponent, did then and now thinks it was reasonable that the said first 
contract should be continued to the said Archibald Fraser for the space 
of ihiee years beyond the first term of two years, and did therefore 
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advise the said Archibald Fraser to apply to the Governor General and 
Council for the rene^val of the first mentioned, contract for the term of 
three years as aforesaid, and this deponent further says that, as agent for 
the said Archibald Fraser, he has from time to time, according to the 
best of his skill, kept the said pools in good repair, and has not, ^vhere 
he has thought the same necessary, spared any expence for the due 
reparation of the same, and has actually expended yearly and every year 
large sums of money in repairing the same as by the accounts of the 
disbursements of this deponent will fully appear. And this deponent 
further says that he hath received the whole of the money which was 
paid for the erection of the said new works, ' and that not one rupee 
thereof had passed through the hands of the said Archibald Fraser, and 
that the whole of the same, do.wn to this day, does not exceed the sum 
of forty thousand sicca rupees, and that he, this deponent, not only 
expended the whole of the same in the erecting of the said new works 
but has disbursed a sum exceeding five thousand sicca rupees. And 
this deponent further says the said sum, last mentioned, still remains 
due in arrear to this deponent, though by the terms of the renewed con- 
tract the said Archibald Fraser was entitled to receive the same in advance. 
And this deponent further saith that he will not take upon him, upon 
oath, to say that the erecting the said dobuuds have not eventually saved 
some expence in the reparation of the old pools, but on his oath says 
that so far from the whole real expcnce to be incurred for the reparation 
of the old pools being covered by the renewed contract he had since 
erecting the same laid out large sums of money in the repairs of the said 
old pools, and that the whole saving of expences in repairing the said 
old pools during the whole period of the contract cannot amount to a larger 
sum than four thousand sicca rupees, though this deponent verily believes 
that such savings have not amounted to the last mentioned sum. And 
this deponent further says that he hath not accounted for the profits of 
the said contract with any other person but the said Archibald Fraser, 
and that the said deponent never did nor does believe that Sir Elijah 
Impey or any other person, for or in trust for him, or on his account, 
directly or indirectly is benefited by the profits of the same. And this 
deponent further saith that the accounts and books of the said new w’orks 
have been, by him, kept separate and distinct from the accounts and 
books of the money he disbursed for the annual repairs of the pools, 
the object of the first contract, and that the said accounts and books 
contain a true and just account of all monies received and disbursed 
for and on account of the said new works, and that it will appear from 
the said books and accounts that no part of the forty thousand sicca 
rupees received by him, this deponent, nor of the sum which he now 
stands in advance has been applied for any other purpose whatever than 
that of erecting the said new works. That the said books have been 
made up by this deponent from the commencement of the said new works 
down to the end of the Bengal year one thousand one hundred and eighty 
eight, which he, this deponent, is ready and willing to lay before the 
Governor General and Council on oath if required, and will if so required 
so soon as the business of the present year one thousand one hundred 
and eighty nine is finished, with the utmost expedition make up the 
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accounts thereof, and in like manner if required lay the same on 
before the .Governor General and Council. 


oath 


Sworn at Calcutta, 

The sixteenth dav of August 1782 

before me. ‘ (Signed) John Bayne. 

(Signed) J. Hyde. 


['■] 


To Alexr. Higginson Esqr., 

Chief and Provincial C'.ouncil of Revenue, 

Burdwan. 

Gentlemen, 

[1] In obedience to your orders of lyth November last, I proceeded 
to make a circuit of the bunds of this province, and being; now returned 
I beg leave to address you on the subject of my enquiry. Your instruc- 
tions particularly pointed out to me to visit and inspect tlie, bunds in 
general, and especially those which had suffered during the last rainy 
season, to form an estimate of the e.xpence which might be required for 
the ensuing repairs, and to ascertain the amount which has been disbursed 
during the last season; these duties I have endeavoured to fulfil as far as 
the time and circumstances would admit and shall now take the liberty 
to offer to you my observations upon the several points of your instruc- 
tions, When I left Burdwan I proceeded to those ptirguntuihs which are 
situated upon the Damooder, viz., Havilliah, Beligur, Boorsoot and Billiah. 
The bimds of those purgunnahs I inspected throughout, and found they 
had been so totally neglected for the two last seasons that they were 
nearly on a level with the lands, and at those places where the current 
of the river particularly set there were many and large breaches, by which 
considerable tracts of the adjoining lands had been totally inundated, 
and appeared waste and uncultivated. The purgiuDiahs of Billiah being 
of a very low situation have suffered more considerably than some others, 
and, except the large bunds of Boilah and Ampdah, there is not the 
appearance of any others for a tract of ten coss, in which space the ryolts 
themselves had used the only endeavours for the preservation of the 
lands, which being very inadequate to the work they suffered very much 
from the casualties of the season. The above large bunds extend also 
to nearly ten coss each and are (from breaches formed by the force of 
the river) a very small protection to the lands, in so much that the 
purgiinnah may now be deemed totally defenceless. These four purgun- 
nahs, from the course of the Damooder being winding and forming itself 
into strong eddies, are particularly to be attended to in the repairs. 

[2] I next proceeded to Mundulgaut and those purgunnahs which 
are situated upon the Roopnarain, Selai and Cossai rivers. The bunds 
of Mundulgaut being the largest and greatest extent of any in the pro- 
vince, and the repair of it being so materially and immediately necessary 
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for the preiiervation of the crops I was particularly attentive to its condi- 
tion. The large bund extends about nine coss upon these different rivers 
and is the chief protection from their inundations; within this capital 
bund there are many lesser ones against the nullahs and small water 
courses which branch from these rivers; in both the breaches arc 
numerous but particularly in the large one, by which many extensive 
and valuable tracts of land have been totally ruined and their crops 
destroyed during the last rains. The ryotls, as the only means of preserv- 
ing their property, exerted themselves very much in filling up the breaches 
as they were made, but their labour was so insufficient that at present the 
condition of the bund is very little improved by them. The state which 
I have thus exhibited of the principal and most extensive bunds I can 
apply in a proportionable degree to the whole, they being universally in 
such decay that the most speedy and substantial repair becomes absolutely 
necessary for the preservation of the revenue of a large and the most 
valuable part of the province. The great expence which will now be 
incurred in this work must be attributed solely to neglect and inattention 
of the Rajah’s officers for the two last years, because on that account the 
work now to be done becomes double to what it possibly could have been, 
had the annual repairs been properly and regularly applied. Although 
the estimate of repairs, which accompanies this address, amounts to the 
sum of sicca rupees i,i9,405-i3-o yet I conceive it not to be more than is 
absolutely necessary to put the bunds once in a solid and substantial 
condition; this being once effected the arrnual expence of poolbundy 
will be greatly decreased and the province perfectly defended from such 
inundations which have brought ruin on such numbers of the inhabitants 
and have proved of such detriment to the public revenue. The estimate 
which I have formed was collected in the course of my circuit from the 
munduls and conoys (or head labourers) of the several villages; they have 
been constantly employed in the business of the repairs and have a very 
competent and sufficient knowledge of the work. The particular estimates 
as formed by them are too voluminous to be now translated, but for the 
information of the Board I enclose a translation of the estimate for the 
purgunnah Chuttuah which is similar to all the others and formed upon 
the same principles. In endeavouring to comply with your instructions, 
for obtaining a knowledge of the cxpcnce incurred in the repairs of last 
season, I called upon the several durogahs who had been employed in 
that business, but found that they had all quitted the districts upon my 
going out and had carried with them every paper and person that could 
have given me any information. The general intelligence I got from the 
inhabitants was that the durogahs were carried at that time to Burdwan by 
the Rajah's officers for the purpose of explaining their accounts, and it 
appears to me to have been with a view of frustrating every attempt of 
mine to acquire the knowledge I was instructed to do. The information 
I was able to obtain from the ryotts and some gonms^a/is (who had been 
employed by the durogahs) together with my own observation proves that 
a very triffiing part of the sum was applied to the repairs and that the 
greatest part has been embezzled. I beg leave to lay before you a transla- 
tion of some petitions presented to me by the ryolts in the purgunnah 
Boorsut, and it was confirmed to me such methods were used in every 
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IniTgMunhj the ciixutnsiaiiccs of wliich they arc ready lo prove if you 
shall think pr<jpcr to call upon them. 

[;5j I also beg leave to actjuaini you that notwithstanding I was 
(iuiiished with f)Unvann(tlis to the Idnndni.s f»f the districts to attemi me. 
and render me every assistance in my progress yet it was with some difli- 
{tiltv I cotdd get tliem to attend, and a few of those who did it was 
•iviih leluctanre on their part that they afforded me assistance. 

[jj I beg leave to observe to you gentlemen that there is time sulli- 
<5(01 he!(ne the etiMiing rains to put the pools in proper repair, and who 
ever is intrusted with the work cannot pletui want of time ;is an excuse 
for any neglect. 


Ibirdwau, 

tst February 1778, 

A true copy. 

(Signed) \V. Fatgnh.aison, 
.\tiing Secretary. 

A true (opy. 

(Signed) \V, Webber, 

Sci 1 ei.u y. 

RcMniie Dep.mment, 


I am, 

(ientlemen. 

With rcs{ject, 

Your most obedient seivani. 
(Signed) John Kinlock, 
Superintendent Poollnuuh Repairs. 
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Rs. as. p. 

Ranihattee ... x ... ... ... i6i o o 

Turruff Guttaul ... ... ... ... 4,200 o o 


Total sicca rupees ... i>i9,.lo5 13 o 


(Signed) John Kinlock, 
Supcrinicndcnt. Poolbiindy Repairs. 


7 

LETTER DATED 3 FEBRUARY 1783 

French fleet in the Bay — Captain Fiott’s case — Mr. Ritchie to make 
a surucy o/ the eastern channel of the Hooghly — Colonel Pearse’s safe 
conveyance of the treasure to Madras — horses sent to Madras for 
Sir John Burgoyne’s regiment — General Stuarl*s claim to a permanent 
seat in the Select Committee at Fort St. George — friendly relations with 
Tibet to be renetced. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 


Burdwan, 

ist February 1778. 

A true copy. 

(Signed) W. Farguharson, 
Acting Secretary. 

A true copy. 

(Signed) W. \Vebber, 
Secretary, 

Revenue Department. 


T O the Honourable liie Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honour- 
able United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies. 


3rd February 1783. 


Honourable Sirs, 

j. Having resolved to return the Fox packet to you we now transmit 
our proceedings by her from the last year, agreeable to the list of packet. 

2. We had the honor to address you by the Lively on the 7th 
December, a duplicate .and triplicate of our letter were forwarded by the 
Rochford and Tarter which sailed in company with the Deptford and 
Lord Mulgrave, and left their pilots on the xGth of December. 

3. The ship Resolution (which having been repaired was taken into 
the service on the i6th December) and the Hinchinbrooke, Worcester and 
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Norfolk are now loaded and would have been dispatched to you about 
this time had not the late appearance of the French fleet off Ganjam and 
the uncertainty of their present situation deterred us from sending them 
out until we receive further intelligence of the enemy’s motions or designs. 

4. Letters which we have received from Ganjam mention with pretty 
strong evidence, though not from undoubted authority, that the Bland- 
forcl. Captain Pigou, in her way to this place had fallen into the hand 
of the enemy. 


5. The Hawke, Captain Scott, was chased by a 50 gun ship and a 
frigate into these roads. To avoid them as she drew little water, she 
passed over the sand heads and entered the Subtermooky river, where 
the enemy not being able to follow have left her. We enclose a copy 
of Captain Scott’s letter containing the particulars of this transaction.. 


6. We have the satisfaction to acquaint you that the following ships 
arc safely arrived here from Madras and now in the river, viz.. 


Major 

Kent 

Ganges 

Warren Hastings 

Dutton 

Chesterfield 

Calcutta 

Nottingham 

A If red 

Ann and Amelia 

Latham 



Transports 


7. Captain Poynting who commands the Resolution having, as he 
a‘5rcl December. informed US, being obliged to throw four of his guns 

overboard in the gale of wind which obliged him to 
put back in May 178^?, we have furnished him with four other guns, 12 
pounders from our stores, an account of which will be transmitted to 
you from the Ordnance Department. 

8. Agreeable to your order and the terms of charterparty we have 

directed the Marine Paymaster to advance £ 200 per 
month for each of your chartered ships to the com- 
mander who had applied for that assistance. 

9. Captain Cook has applied to us for payment of his bill for neces- 

I-Ith lanuary varies supplied to your recruits on board the Worcester 

At Rio de Janero, amounting to rupees 450. Although 
the claim was small and we were satisfied with the propriety of it we 
coidd not discharge it consistently with your directions for referring such 
.ipplicaiions to you; we therefore desired him to present his bill to you 
on his arrival in England. 

UK We likewise beg leave to refer to your determination a petition 
»Hh laimarv. which we have received from Captain Cook to be 

e.xcused from paying the Hon’ble Company’s duties 
upon the [....] imported by him, which in consequence of yotir parti- 
cular intention of indulgence to the commanders of your ships and the 
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little room left for other articles of greater bulk after accommodating on 
board the Worcester the troops with their baggage and military stores, 
he invested on his own account and has been obliged to dispose of to a 
great and an unexpected disadvantage. 

11. A singular and very impudent prosecution had been commenced 
in the Supreme Court against Captain Fiott, previous to his departure, 
by Robert Moreen, late steward of his ship the Tarter, who had deserted 
his employment, for payment of the value of his chest which remained 
on board. Captain Fiott having been arrested on this demand and 
compelled to give bail entreated us to clear his bail and relieve him 
from the suit, that he might not be detained in India. 
We privately desired him jo find out the man whom 
we intended to have taken up and sent on board of ship as the properest 
way of punishing his presumption and of stopping the prosecution, but 
Captain Fiott failing in his searches and having since left the settlement 
we ordered the Company’s Attorney to release his bail and defend 
the suit. 


12. The sudden departure of the Admiral from Madras prevented 
his receiving our letter at that place, or benefitting by the services of 
Mr. Ritchie your Marine Surveyor who was the bearer of it in bringing 

the fleet to this place; and Mr. Ritchie being returned 
1 1 January. ordered him to make a complete and accurate 

survey of the eastern channel of the river, instead of that which was to 
have been made by the engineers, [and] shall hereafter transmit you a 
copy of it. 

13. We have found it necessary, both from the instance of demerit 
and for the sake of example, to dismiss Mr. Dean, a pilot in the Com- 
pany’s service, and to declare him incapable of further employment, for 

refusing to take charge of a ship at a moderate draft of 
14‘h January. water to conduct her out of the river through the new 

channel without being lightened, although he has been upon the survey 
with the Master Attendent and was or ought to have been sufficiently 
acquainted with it to perform this service at an equal draft of water with 
others; the vessel was aftenvards piloted out by his junior and without 
decreasing her draft of water. 


14. In compliance with the wish of tlie President and Council at 
Fort Marlborough to be furnished with a proper, vessel 
31st ccem er. dispatches, we have ordered the Trial 

packet to be delivered over [to] them for that purpose. 


15. Besides the articles indented for and supplied to the Presidency 
of Fort Marlborough wc have issued to Mr. Marsdon, a member of their 
„ , , Council, who is now here, (for the currency of that 

place) 50,000 current rupees m a silver com, of which 
he furnished the sample, and jo,ooo current rupees in copper coin. 
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16. We have the pleasure to inform you that Colonel Pearse, who 
returned by land to his duty with the army in the Cainatic in August 
last, having olfered to convey 20,000 gold mohurs, with his baggage, for 
the sOrvice of the Presidency of Fort St. George, this sum was accordingly 
delivered to his charge. The necessity for keeping secret a trust, which 
in every mile of the way might be exposed to plunder if it were known, 
made us withhold the entry of it upon our records and prevented out- 
taking any earlier notice of it to you. We wrote however a secret and 
confidential letter to import [report] it to the Right Honourable the Presi- 
dent at Fort St. George, and before the arrival of Colonel Pearse we were 
astonished to sec the transaction mentioned as a circumstance of notoriety 
in a letter from General Stuart to the Commander in Cliief. We have 
nevertheless the satisfaction to add that Colonel Pearse arrived and deli- 
vered his charge safely into the Companies [Company’s] 
Consuliation 23rd treasury at Madras, aetjuiring in our opinion some 
December. degree of credit, both from the proposal itself 

which was made at a time when the season would not admit of a safe 
and speedy conveyance by sea and from his successful execution of it. 

17. Having desired the Commander in Chief to select as many of the 
horses of the first and second regiment of cavalry, now incorporated into 
one regiment and arrived from Mongheer, as may be fit for service and 
necessary to be sent to Madrass for the purpose of tnounting Sir John 
Burgoyne’s corps of light dragoons, and having met with insuperable 

••nd Tanuar- difficulties in our endeavours to send tlieni by sea, we 

2n )anuai>, directed them to be marclicd over latid, under 

the charge of an officer who is ordered to proceed without delay. 


18. We have ordered 400 la.scars to be draughted from the artillery 
^ . corps to complete the strength of the companies serv- 

ing in the Carnatic, and shall send them thither by 
the earliest conveyances. 


19. We have received a reference from M-ajor General Stuartb 
appealing to our judgement, for a decision of his right to possess a seat 
on all occasions at the Select Committee at Fort St. George in virtue of 
his succession to the chief command of the forces on that establishment 
upon the resignation of General Sir H. Munro. The President and Select 
Committee, in compliance with the request of General Stuart, had trans- 
mitted to us a copy of their proceedings on this subject but without any 
reference on their part, and as the question itself related to internal 
arrangement in which we had no right to interfere we thought it proper 

to decline giving any direct opinion upon it, and a resolution was minuted 
accordingly. 


20. The Commander in Chief having afterwards expressed a wish, 
for his own satisfaction and guidance as he was resolved to return thither, 
i.ijth January. made acquainted with our sentiments, we entered 

^ into a full examination of General Stuart’s pretentions, 
aiid gave our opinion at large, of which Sir Eyre Coote has been furnished 
with a copy, and we note it in the margin for your information. 
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21. Mr. John Holland our late minister at Hydrabad has applied 
to us for a passage on the Hinchinbrooke, the decline of his health com- 
pelling him to return to England; although we have had frequent occa- 
sions to mention our sense of the services of this gentleman we deem it 
more particularly incumbent upon us, in this close of them, to offer our 
last testimony of the ability and integrity which he has displayed in the 
course of his late residence. We ascribe it to him that our conciliatory 
conduct with the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn has been productive of the 
effects of drawing him from every powerful confederacy of which he was 
the chief, and of which he had been the author, and of converting his 
sentiments from a determined enmity to a disposition of friendship, which 
we are persuaded might be improved into a firm and permanent connec- 
tion if our endeavours to this effect were equally seconded by the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George. 

22. And here we may be permitted to express our regret at their 
want of the advantages which you had provided for the counsels of the 
Select Committee of that Presidency by your appointment of Mr. Holland 
to be a member of it. 

23. Could its measures have been regulated by a temper, under- 
standing and experience equal to his, we might have been spared from 
the painful necessity to which we have been so frequently reduced of 
interposing our authority and our advice, which has been interpreted as 
authority in the affairs which especially belong to them but which in their 
effects might prove of consequence to your general and most essential 
interests. 


24. The Governor General conceiving it might be of public utility 
at this time to renew and confirm the intercourse which had been estab- 
lished between the Government and the Lama of 

gth January. Thibet* proposed the deputation of Lieutenant Samuel 

Turner, a person whom he recommended as well qualified to cultivate a 
good understanding with the Lama, and possibly to open a communication 
and intercourse with the northern provinces as far as China. We have 
accordingly appointed Lieutenant Turner to proceed on this deputation. 

25. In consequence of the recommendation of the provincial Com- 
mander in Chief we have thought it expedient to abolish the Cadet 

Company, and to desire that he would distribute the 
cadets who were arrived to the different brigades 
where they might have friends to assist them and lessen the weight of their 
cxpences in the first out set, which would prevent those shifts and mean- 
nesses which the habits of distress and example are too apt to inculcate. 


and January. 


26. Mr. Stephen Sullivan having resigned the office of Judge 
Advocate General Mr. Thomas Martin has, in conformity to your orders, 
8th Tanua succeeded him. He has likewise received a warrant 

1 January. from the Commander in Chief to act in this capacity 

here, which authority was necessary because the Act for punishing mutiny 
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and desertion ordains, “that when and so long as any of His Majesty s 
forces shall be employed to act in defence of any of the Company’s settle- 
ments or to assist against their enemies in the East India, the power of 
appointing courts martial or authorizing such appointments shall be in 
the Commander in Chief of sucli of His Majesty s foices, foi the time 
being, over such of the said Company’s onicers and soldieis as shall belong 
to the principal settlement where or from whence such forces shall be 
employed.” 

27. We enclose and beg leave to recommentl to your attentive consi- 
deration copy of a letter which we have received from the Accountant 

General Mr. Larkins, stating the dilliculty which he 
aoth Januai7. experiences in keeping up the business of his oilice, 
and the impossibility for himself and Ids deputy or for any two persons 
without the assistance of other European clerks, well versed in accounts, 
to produce such statements of your alfairs as you ought to receive from 
the Presidency, and proposing it to you to appoint two capable and well 
qualified persons to fdl the second and third stations in the office, with 
suitable salaries to confine their views entirely to it. 

28. It is a ciroumstance of public notoriety that the assiduous and 
unremitted attention which Mr. Larkins has paid to the laborious duties 
of this office, which within these few years have greatly encreased from 
the general improved and comprehensive mode established by him of 
arranging and keeping the accounts of this Presidency, has destroyed his 
health; and this must necessarily restrain him in future from devoting so 
much of his time to the same occupations as it could not be done without 
danger of his life. 

29. For these and other reasons, which are fully set forth in his 
letter, we consider the object of great importance, and as \ye approve of 
his proposition we are induced to send a copy of his letter, separate from 
our proceedings, and particularly to solicit your attention to the requests 
contained in the 12th and 14th paragraphs, and the circumstances adverted 
to in the 15th and 16th paragraphs as the only effectual means of en- 
abling him to render his office of real utility to the Company, 

30. In the mean time we have authorized the Accountant General 
to engage the assistance of an able European accountant, at such a salary 
and upon such terms as shall be necessary for that purpose, and resolved 
that the junior covenanted servants who shall be employed in the 
Accountant s office shall be allowed the same salaries as are paid to those 
in the Secretary’s office; 

31. The augmentation of the. military establishment for the supply 
of the detachments sent from hence to Fort St. George and Bombay, and 
the necessity of filling up the several vacancies which have happened 
frorn casualties in the line of surgeons obliged us from time to time to 
receive into the service several persons who after having been recommended 
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by the Surgeon General were, upon further examination, found to be well 
qualified for the duty of assistant surgeons, but to 
January. prevent their taking rank of those whom you might 
send out from England, we have established tlic same rule respecting 
them which is now in force with regard to the rank of cadets, that is tliat 
the appointments made by you shall hence fortvard take [•••.] of all 
appointments in the country in the same year. 

32. In this place we think it proper to add that unless tlie urgency 
of the service shall be such as to render it absolutely necessary and insure 
to us, beyond a doubt, your future approbation of it \\’e have determined 
not to make any more appointments of cadets. 

33. The following of your covenanted servants have resigned in 
order to return to Europe for the purposes mentioned in their letters, 
which are noted in the margin: 


9th December. Mr. MathCvY Dawson. 

Do. Mr. George Livius*. 

Do, Also Mr. William Campbell late a surgeon in your service. 


34. The following officers in your military service on this establish- 
ment have likewise resigned and embarked for England. 


Cih January. Major Thontas Addcrly 
Do. Captain Richard Long 


1 

1 


) 


I'or tlie recovery of their 
health, the necessity of whidi 
appears in the certificates 
noted in the margin. 


gth December, Captain Tlmmas Burges. 

2^Td December. Major James Law, 


35. Major Law is under the necessity of repairing to England, at 
this time, to adjust some family affairs which require his presence, and 
^vishing to return to the service as soon as possible he has solicited our 
interposition with you to prevent any loss of rank. We think it necessary 
therefore to give our testimony in his favor by declaring our good opinion 
of him as an active deserving officer, and on this ground we beg leave to 
second his application for permission to return ^vith his rank if he returns 
within a reasonable time. 


36. An application having been made to us for the discliarge of 
George Burnet, a recruit lately arrived from England, ^vho had a few 
Tanu years ago been an officer of artillery upon the estab- 

•’ ■ iishnient and dismissed by the sentence of a court 

martial for drunkeness, we released him from his contract as a soldier, 
jtidging it highly improper to retain him in the army under such cir* 
cujustauces. But we think it necessary to mention the fact for your infor- 
mation, and to guard you in future against tlie impositions of disqualified 
persons who may attempt to avail themselves of fraudulent means to 
obtain from you. the bounty given to recruits and consequently a free 
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passage to India j added to these considerations the man is paralitic and 
in every respect unfit for military duty. 

37. The President and Council of Fort St. George having transmitted 
to us a comparative calculation, which they had formed, of the supplies 
of rice received from the Agent here, with the rates of a contract entered 
into by them with Captain Mercer we thought it just to submit the same 
to the Agent for his remarks upon it. Having received a letter from him 
upon this subject we shall transmit a copy of it to the President and 
Council of Fort St. George, and we beg leave to send a copy for your 
observation, which makes a number in the packet. 

38. Lieutenant Robert Morris being, as appears by the Surgeon 
General’s certificate, in that state of health which makes a voyage to 
Europe absolutely necessary for his recovery we have permitted him to 
resign and take his passage on the Fox. If he should a.pply to you to be 
reinstated with his rank, in any reasonable time, we beg leave to recom- 
mend a compliance with his request. 

39. Having received a memorial from Mr. John Stormonth a 

surgeon in your service we transmit a copy of it num- 
Consultation 3rd jjj packet, and request that you will be pleased 

to signify to us your determination on his case in 
consequence of our former references to you under date the 4th May 1777. 

Fort William, 

3rd February 1783. We have the honor to be etc. 


8 

• LETTER DATED 5 APRIL 1783 

Treaty with the Marathas ratified — survey of the eastern channel of 
the Flooghiy completed—English ships chased by the French fleet in the 
Bay measures to check desertions of sailors from ships — complaint of the 
Government of Macao against Captain McClary— Chief of Rhio’s conni- 
vance with the Dutch in the capture of the Betsy — provision of a suitable 
maintenance for Raghunath Rao — Mr, Bolts’ case — arrangements for the 
piofei accommodation of the Kmofs regiments — emergeiicy appointment 
of cadets in India discontinued— estates of Captain Summers .and Lord 
Clive contract xuith Prinsep for copper coinage cancelled — frauds of 
Paymasters dispute regarding purchase of Prinsep’s buildings at Falta 
to be settled by arbitration — brevet commissions for officers loith distin- 
guished seivices — regulations for the proper treatment of Indian seivants 
and sailors taken abroad — Sulivan’s appointment as Resident at Walajah’s 
court annulled—advantages of the Culcutta-Chunar road— Sir Eyre Coote’s 
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You will observe that in the original disposition of the ships we 
had allotted the Dutton to be immediately laden Tor 
Consultation Europe but on a representation from Captain West, 

il^th February, condition to perform a direct 

voyage, at this season, without repairs which could not be executed m 
time, we agreed to alter it for Madras and China. 


5. Captain Cook and the other captains of Indiamen, now heie, 
have presented to us [a] claim for slops, wine and other articles supplied for 
the use of the King’s troops, and of your recruits on board of ship and at 
Rhio de Janiero, but we have referred them severally to you for the allow- 
ance of their demands. 


6. The deficient deliveries of your consignments to us by the 
Nottingham and .-lim Amelia remain to be settled in. England, the com- 
manders of those ships having desired to refer the accounts to be demanded 
from the owners; we therefore enclose these numbers in the packei. 


7th March, 


7. A complaint having been preferred to the President and Council 
at Fort St, George by Major Varennius, of the Flan- 
Consultation noverian Regiment, against Captain Popham of the 

141 r January. ^ Amelia for his treatment of the officers 

and men of that regiment in the passage out, a copy of which was trans- 
mitted to us for our investigation of it, we called upon Ca2:>tain Popham to 

answer to the charges it contained; his reply was long 
delayed and at length contained little more than 
general denials of the facts asserted, but was conceived in a style which 
rather marked the character given of him by the Major than tended to 
his own justification. We have forwarded a copy of it to Fort St. George, 
whither Captain Popham is going, and have thought it proper to resolve 
that until he shall have cleared himself of these accusations we will not 
employ him in any manner in the Company’s service, a precaution which 
we have also recommended to the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

8. The survey of the eastern channel into the entrance of this river 
having been completed and the buoys laid down we take this opportunity 
ir,th March. forwarding a copy of it to you with Mr. Ritchie’s 

letter of explanation. We intend to clear the jungle 
lom Cocks Island, as soon as may be, for the conveniency of the 
supping, and have ordered Mr. Ritchie to prepare a form of instructions 

to the pilots for the navigation of this channel, a copy of which is like- 
wise enclosed. 


t] % beginning of February last the San Carlos man of war and 

le asfuigs a large country ship were chased over the sand heads, and 
ran into shallow water at the entrance of the Sunderbunds. The enemy’s 

English [?] Hannibal and the Bellone. After quitting 
. ^ they pursued the San Carlos to a place near the mouth of 

e urringotta river where Captain Murray who commanded her, find- 
ing iimse £ unable to cope with a force so much superior to him, was 





LETTER TO COURT 


determined to run his ship on shore rather than suffer her to be taken 
by the enemy, and having thrown overboard a great quantity of his pro- 
visions and guns he anchored in 13 feet water. The French ships not 
being able to follow him into such shallow water kept cruizing about 
for a few days and then left him. He afterwards made his passage good 
to Vizagapatam from whence he came here, and is lately sailed in com- 
pany ^vith Sir Eyre Coote who is on board the Resolution. 


10. We have replaced the guns and stores lost by the Sa 7 i Carlos, and 
considering the great want of seamen in the fleet, a proper supply of 
whom sent in time to meet and man the different ships miglit possibly 
decide the fate of India, we have exerted ourselves by means of a press 
and by requiring an equal contribution from the Indiamen of Sir Richard 
Bickerton’s fleet*, who had not before furnished any men to the Admiral 
to supply his wants; and notwithstanding we have most effectually assisted 
the San Carlos we have met witli many obstacles in our endeavours and 
various have been the complaints from the commanders of your ships, 
but it has ever been usual for ships of war to press of their own accord 
from other vessels, and indeed the opposition from the commanders in the 
present instance may have encouraged the officers of the San Carlos to 
press men immediately on board their ships without the assistance or 
authority of Government, which has tended to distress them, for it has 
caused a general desertion. 


Some complaints have also been tnade to us by the captains of 
the Indiamen against individuals for enticing away 
their seamen and particularly against Colonel Watson 
whom we thought it necessary to call upon to reply to 
the charge, which he accordingly did in a letter which stands recorded 
as per margin. 


Consultation 
a^th Match. 


13. The great and continual desertions from the ships and the diffi- 
culty of recovering the men, after they had once escaped, are reasons 
which have induced us to use a more effectual method of apprehending 
them than any before adopted. We have therefore ordered the Committee 
of Revenue to cause all Europeans residing without licence or authority 
, , and contrary to law in any of the districts within 

ine provinces to be taken up and delivered over to 
the Superintendent of the Police in Calcutta. 


13. A complaint was long since preferred to us from Canton, of 
which you have been already advised, against Captain Maclary for the 
seizure of two ships, being Portuguese property, near the Streights of 
Banca. We could not take any steps in this matter till lately for want 
of proper persons and witnesses to prosecute the claim, but the owners 
, of the ships having come from Macao we conceived it 

27lh Februaiy, r r , • i- 

proper ana necessary to grant them the assistance of 
the Company's law officers in the prosecution of their rights. One of 
them has obtained a decree of the Court for sicca rupees 1,10,000, being 
the value of his ship, and has now commenced an action for damages in 
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the value o£ her cargo and the loss of her voyage The owners of the 
other ship -the St. Anlhonio have agreed to the settlement of then danns 

by arbitration. 

14 In replv to a representation whicli we ivuve received from the 
' Government of Macao upon these subjects, we have 
24th Febiuai-y. informed them of the ready disposition which we 
possessed to grant all the support and assistance in our power to the com- 
plaint when they had provided the necessary evidence for carrying on a 

prosecution; but if they thouglit it proper to prefer 
10th March. ^ criminal indictment against Captain Maclary we must 

refer them to the Court of Adrnirality at Fort Sr. George, for want of 
competent adrnirality jurisdiction here. In any injury which they might 
conceive the Portuguese flag has sustainetl and for which they demanded 
redress we were obliged to refer them to a higher autlvority in Fuiope. 

15. Captain Thornhill who proceeded from hence into the Streigliis 
of Malacca to assist in completing the sale of the opium, which has been 
laden on the Betsey, and to superintend the remittance of its produce to 

China, being notv returned, has delivered us a letter 
3rd March. addressed to him by Captain Geddes, who commanded 

the Betsey, giving a full account of her capture in the river of Rhio, 
which appears to have been contrived and executed by the connivance 
of the Chief of that place, who had been bribed by the enemy for liis 
forbearance while their ships entered the river and were allowed to take 
possession of her. 


16. A calamity like this cannot fail in its first impression of sug- 
gesting a strong suspicion of misconduct from the relation of Captain 
Geddes, which we have every reason to believe to be strictly true. We 
must, in justice, acquit both him and Captain Thornhill of blame for this 
unfortunate event, although it may leave stronger imputations on the 
oiiginal undertaking from which had it succeeded we should have derived 
much credit. It has failed from causes which can produce no impeach- 
ment of our discretion in the ground on which it was constructed, and 
in effect we had no other resource; upon this subject we shall speak more 
at large hereafter. 


17- The certificates which were granted by us upon the cargo havino- 

granted fresh certificates to 
remvn!.T f ^uch as preferred receiving bills on you at China to the 
hiU JnnT certificates will entitle them to 

of ForfMnHL which we had desired the Presidency 

from us consign to Canton, or upon the first fund received 

trom us which shall be realized to that amount. 

the sum Jf ^^P^f in Geddes paid into the treasury at Canton 

sold previous account of the opium which he had 

som, pievious to the capture of the 
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ig. Having read and attentively considered your several commands 
by the Worcester and Greyhound, in repeated meetings which we have 
held for that express purpose, we shall here proceed to inform you, in a 
regular and succinct manner, of the orders and resolutions which we have 
passed upon each paragraph by way of reply to it. 

Genernl Letter jter Worcester dated 2ylh Jaminry 

20. We have given directions to the Marine Paymaster to advance 

£ 200 per month to each of the commanders of your 
aragrap i 5. chartered ships, and to adhere punctually to your 

orders respecting the accounts of the same. 

21. We have caused an extract from the charterparties of the trans- 
ports taken up by you respecting the restriction of sale to foreigners 

and natives of India to be published and shall enforce 
aragrap s 7-9. observance of it as far as depends on our vigilance 

and endeavours. We received the charterparties of these ships from the 
Presidency of Fort St. George, and having ordered the accounts to be 

adjusted by the Marine Paymaster he was directed to 
' pay the balance of freight due to them at the rate of 

2j. id. per current rupee. 

22. We have before informed you that Captain Buncle late com- 
mander of the Warren cartel ship which was detained at Mauritius has 

claimed the amount of wages due to him, the officers 
Paragraph 11. together with other charges incurred during 

the period of their confinement there, and that we had advanced the 
amount to him subject to your approbation. If any demand should be 
preferred to us on behalf of Mr. Campbell the 3rd officer, a copy of whose 
petition you enclose to us, we shall refer him to Captain Buncle, from 
whom he will receive his proportion of the payment. 

23. The Board of Ordnance have been specially desired to pay 
attention ty the regular delivery of certificates, in triplicate, for all 

military stores landed at this Presidency, and the Board 
Paragraph 13. Trade have received similar instructions for all 

copper so landed, which certificates will, as heretofore, be enclosed to you 
iu the packets of the respective ships. 

24. We have in a great measure anticipated your commands respect- 

^ ^ ing the supply of the Presidency of Fort Marlborough, 

aragrap 1 . ^ particular statement of the assistance which they have 

received from us since April last makes a number in the packet. 

25. You will observe by the 6th article of the treaty concluded with 
the Marrattas that a suitable provision Is made for the future subsistence 

of Rogonaut Row, and such, as we conceive, he will 

aragrap I 22. cause to be dissatisfied with, as he had once 

before resigned himself of his otvn accord to the protection of Madajee 
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Sindia on whose good faith we have tl.c greatest reliance. And letters 
have been written by Madajee Sindia to Rogonaut Row offering him pro- 
teXrand soliciting his acceptance of it, and from Mr. Anderson recom- 

mending it to him. 

06 With respect to the conduct wliich wc observed towaids 
Mr. William Bolts wc were cautiously governed throughout by your 

orders concerning him, and have rcgulaily lepoited 
Paragraph 25. particulars of it to you in our General Letter of the 

14th January 1780, paragraph 38 i^ca. After having been forbid any 
intercourse with Mr. Bolts, and having issued the prohibition of trade 
with' him generally to all the dependants of this Government by public 
advertisement, it was not in our power to admit of any goods imported 
in. his name to be passed through the custom house. 


27. It is within the memory of some of the members that a letter 
of representation was presented from Mr. Bolts on the subject of some 
redwood belonging to him being detained by the custom house oflicers, 
but we did not think ourselves at liberty to receive it. 


28. The other points of representation seem to be directed to the 
conduct of the Admiral at Fort St. George, which we presume he will 
explain to His Majesty’s ministers. 


29. These appointments and orders have been duly attended to as 
Paragraphs 30-52. yoR will see by our proceedings upon them, but 

3rd March. , Mr. Samuel Grindall is deprived of the power of 

accepting your nomination by death. 


30. The Commander in Chief of the forces in India having read the 

Paragra h . proposed to you by Major Burghall for main- 

' P taming a corps of miners and for appointing an Inspec- 

tor and Director General of your fortifications, has minuted his disapproba- 
tion of it and declared it in his opinion unnecessary'. 

31. Two companies of His Majesty's 102nd Regiment, under the 
command of Captain Honeyborne, are the only part of His Majesty’s forces 

Paragraph 56. y^^^ brought to this place. They 

_ arrived on the Norfolk which did not touch at Fort 
•n n immediately caused proper barracks to be allotted them 

n me tort, and we beg leave to assure you of our constant attention to 

at thkTr^^d Majesty’s forces who may be stationed 
esidency. We have ordered advances to be made to Captain 

Paragraph 57. Honeyborne for the pay of his detachment, according 

receints will hp ^ i allowed to the Company’s troops: his 

St Georevp for the same upon account and transmitted to Fort 

or^e to be adjusted with the Paymaster of his regiment. 

311. You have Been already informed by our late letters of the rule 
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Paragraph 58, 
General Letter. 


which, upon the same principle \o» have adopted, we thought it necessary 
to lay down with respect to the appointment or 
succession of officers to commands, tvho had been absent 
any time in England and should return with their rank 
to this country. We have published your present orders to the army, 
and the officers arc consequently acquainted with your determination 
concerning the restoration of such as may quit the scrv'icc to return to 
England upon any other plea tlian that of absolute necessity for the 
preservation of life. ■ 


33. . With respect to the appointment of cadets in this country we 
beg leave to repeat that it was a measure of necessity, adopted to supply 
the great want of officers which exists upon this 
aragrap i 59. establishment when the strength of the army was un- 
avoidably increased to supply the place of the detachment on foreign 
service, and when, independant of the casualties of the war, there was a 
deficiency in the original complement of officers requisite for the service 
of the army. The Governor General thinks it proper to add in his own 
name that while President of the late Council he never did agree to the 
appointment of any cadets but constantly rejected every application which 
was made to him for that purpose, except in one single instance of a 
volunteer, recommended by Sir Robert Barker when he commanded the 
army, who was appointed after two years of actual service; and that of 
those who have been appointed since the Regulating Act of 1773, only 
one was of his own actual recommendation (a Mr. Gardiner who lost his 
life at the seige of Lohar* and whose gallant behaviour upon that 
occasion did ample credit to the recommendation of him); all the rest 
who appear as proposed in the Governor General’s name were only 
nominated by him, at tlic instance of other persons, as being the regular 
channel for introducing such appointments for the determination of the 
Board. But we have now the honor to assure '^ou of our positive and 
unalterable resolution to adhere litterally to your injunctions in desisting 
from the appointment of any more cadets in India, depending on you 
for the regular supply of a sufficient number from England to fill up the 
vacancies which may happen in the army. 


34. We have taken the most effectual means in our power for caiTy- 

ing into execution your orders for laying a prohibition 
Paiasrapli 66. jjjg exportation of saltpetre, and you have been 

apprized of our proceedings in this respect. We shall complete your 
General Letter information by adding that the Danes have been 

encra cr. restricted in their exports to the quantity which they 

had collected at Fredricksnagore for that purpose, amounting to about 
27.000 inaunds, and that by particular indulgence we allowed the supra- 
cargoes of two Portuguese ships to receive on board a small quantity for 
ballast, one of them having previously purchased it ^vilh that intent and 
the other paying an advanced price for the quantity which he required 
at the Compay’s warehouse. 

35. This sudden embargo necessarily Uircw a weighty and unsaleable 
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load upon the owners of saltpetre, who had provided it for exporta- 
tion or sale on the faith of a free Irade for it from the upper provinces, 
and we found.it necessary to relieve them from this loss by agreeing 
to purchase what they already possessed, at a moderate valuation, tor 
which payment has been made in Company’s interest notes. 


36 Having, agreably to the instructions contained in these para- 
graphs, called upon Mr. Hastings for the payment of interest at 8 per cent 

per annum upon the sum of 27,143 I't'pccs drawn 
Paragraphs 69 to treasury by him in February 1775 on 

’72 • account of Captain Summers’ estate for the period 

which the said sum remained in his hands, and upon Mr, Du Caiell the 
acting attorney of Lord Clive’s executors to pay back the sum of 
rupees received by Mr. Francis and him^from the treasury on the same 
account in January 1780, with interest also at the above rate; we find 
by a minute from Mr. Hastings that the sum drawn by him as attorney 
for the executors at that time was- immediately credited to the estate of 
Lord Clive and interest allowed in account to the estate for the balance 
which occasionally remained in his hands, whenever that balance was 
considerable enough to make it an object. The estate therefore ought, if 
any interest is due to the Company, to be liable for it, as he never reaped 
any advantage from the possession of the sum in question. He drew it 
from the treasury in payment of the Company’s bond for the benefit of 
the estate and without any knowledge of the assignment of that bond to 
the Company, which consequently ought to have been demanded fronp 
him, or payment of it refused when tendered for payment. 


37. Mr. Du Carell has informed us in reply to our requisition, and 
we find his information just, that in consequence of instructions from 
the executors of the late Lord Clive in England dated 20th May 1780, 
and received here in 1781, Messrs. Wheler and J. Fowke, the acting attor- 
neys then in Calcutta, did on the 5th of April 1781 give up an interest 
bond of the Honourable Company for the sum of rupees 29,196-12-, which 
was accordingly cancelled. This appears therefore to have been an antici- 
pation of your orders so far as they relate to the claim on the actual 
attornies. 


33- But if a further claim should still be made for the interest 
demanded from Mr. Hastings it may with propriety be urged, and the 
attornies will probably urge, the large sums which have almost constantly- 
remained m deposit at the treasury on account of Lord Clive’s estate, 
greatly over balancing the principal sum on which the interest is noiv 


P transmitted a copy of these paragraphs to your Boan 

liade that they may use their endeavours to prevent any person 

Paragraphs 7s to authority from granting assistance to th 

78- oreign companies or to individuals of foreign nation 

the Act nF the article of trade contrary to the 29th section o 

Parliament of the 21st year of His Present Majesty’s reign. W 
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have also published your prohibition against it, and shall add our efforts 
to enforce a proper obedience from all ranks of the Company’s servants 
and from every person dependent on this Government. 


40. We have notified to Mr. Prinsep your pleasure concerning the 
resumption of the grant made to him for working of copper mines in the 
district of Rotas, also for the abolition of his contract 
ardgrap s ,9- 3. Copper coinage, and required the surrender of 

the deeds from him. 


Paragraph 84. 


41. Will be replied to from the Revenue Depart- 
ment. 


42. The gentlemen wlio came out [as] volunteers and went upon 
service under Colonel Pearsc to the coast of Coromandle were, in con- 
sequence of the recommendations which we received of 

Paragrap 85. them, allowed to rise in the army, and have obtained 
commissions in it assigning them a rank which it is now out of our power 
to deprive them of. 

43. We have caused the best horses belonging 10 the two regiments 
of cavalry on this establishment, which had been incorporated into one 

regiment and brought down to the Presidency for that 
Paragraphs 87-8. purpose, to be selected and m.irched over land 
to Fort St. George, for the purpose of mounting Sir John Burgoyne’s 
corps of light dragoons; and they left Midnapore in their way thither 
about a month ago, 

44. We have furnished the Military Paymaster General and Com- 

missary General with copies of yo.ur orders concerning 
Paragraphs 89-107. p^y King’s troops, and specially enjoined 

their attention to the rules therein laid down for their guidance. 


45. We have notified to the provincial Commander in Chief and 

Para ra h 108 Acting Adjutant General your orders respecting the 

r grap 10 . dispatch of general lists of the officers and returns of 

the troops on this establishment to you by every possible opportunity; 
and we may venture to assure you of a regular compliance with it. 

46. We shall pay due attention to your resolutions, conveyed to us 
in these paragraphs, concerning the allowances to be made to the officers 

of His Majesty’s navy who may arrive at this place; 
Paragraph 109-13. accordingly furnished the Civil Paymaster 

with a copy for his guidance. 


47. We have written to you fully on the subject of these paragraphs, 
and we have the pleasure to add that by a letter from 
Paragraphs 114-6. Mr. Paxton, the agent of Mr. Carmichael late Pay- 
master of the garrisons, in reply to one written to 
him by our order, he gave us a prospect of receiving a considerable part 
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o£ ihe balance clue fioni Mr. Cainiiduel lo iho Company; aiul has since 
made a tender of a quantity of broad clolii imported by a Danisii ship 
upon that account at an advance of 75 cent upon the English invoice, 
which we have agreed to accept, i he amount of the invoice is 


48. It may not be improper however to observe in this place that 
the large balances which were collected ami hatl been alUiwcil to accumu- 
late in the hands of the paymasters procectled not so mucli from a want 
of attention to your orders of the aqih March i77'l P*t* ^ tif Govern- 

ment as to the false estimates of these paymasters who avoided giving 
proper credit for the full balance remaining in their hands, but by stating 
every demand which could possibly occur, whether actually made or not, 
and retaining their balances to answer those demands, when they occurred, 
continued delivering estimates which could not be summarily investigated 
and checked, had they been suspected, by reason of the general backward- 
ness of the paymasters to send in regular monthly accounts notwith- 
standing the most peremptory and repeated orders, issued by us, for the 
punctual close and transmission of them to the Paymaster General. And 
we may add the peculiar situation of the Government at that lime and 
the unavoidable reserve subsisting between the members of it, which 
could not fail to weaken the subordination due from its olficers, was in 
some measure a cause of this evasion of the orders. By these the deHnt|Ucnt 
paymasters contrived to receive the amount of their monthly estimates 
from the different treasuries, to which they applied for casli, without 
any difficulty or doubt of their correctness till the fraud was 
discovered. 


49. You will be informed from our Department of Inspection what 
we have already done respecting the contracts here alluded to. We have 

required a general list of all contracts now in force 
i^^«agraphs 117 to before its with the periods at which they 

will respectively expire, as a necessary ground to our 
further proceedings. 

50. As you have forborne to give your final sentiments with respect 
to our transactions with the Berar Army, commanded by Chimnajec 

Parao^raphs to your final orders respecting 

130. “ ^ them, in the fullest conviction that on a complete 

and candid revisal of our measures we shall obtain 
your applause, both for the zeal which dictated them’ and for their happy 


5t- You have already been informed that the grant to Captain 
iJ-aegowan for opening the navigation of the Cossimbuzar River was 
Paragraphs 131 to annulled and a compensation for his expences was 

. awarded to him in consequence. The navigation by 

to K from impost and no toll of any kind will be allowed 

to be collected on boats going through it. . 


27 
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In compliance with this order we have likewise abolished all fees 
collected at the custom house upon the goods com- 
larafiraph i.n. nnsinw the Company's investment, and forbid the 


posing the Company's investment. 

Collector to levy any duties whatsoever upon the articles of the Company’s 
trade. 


53. We beg leave to inform you, except in instances where the con- 
trary has been specially ordered or permitted, that we have made it an 

invariable rule to defer granting ye bills of exchange, 
ParaRraph 13B. which we were authorized by your licence to draw 
upon you until the period appointed for the dispatch of the last fleet 
of the season. But the proprietors when once they obtain possession of 
their bills are at liberty to forward them by foreign vessels or such other 
opportunities as may offer, and these will often be more expeditious than 
the Company’s ships which sail in company and are frequently detained 
for convoy. We conceive this is a consequence which could not otherwise 
be guarded against, but by a clause precluding tlie bills from acceptance 
until the arrival of the ships on which they were drawn or a specific 
time limited for it in the event of the ships being taken or lost; upon 
this subject we shall consult your law officers. 

54. Wc think it proper to inform you that the ship Nottingham has 

not been sold in Bengal but dispatched, on account 
Paragraph 13G. owners, with a cargo of grain to Madras. 

55. We should certainly have published your intentions for opening 
the trade in raw silk to England had we not, previous to the receipt of 

your orders, engaged for a large quantity on account 
Paragraphs 139 to Company’s investment, which is provided 

at a considerable reduction of the former price. A 
further obstacle likewise occurs to prevent us, for the present, from 
carrying your plan into execution, which is a deficiency of tonnage, 
having at this time a greater quantity of goods remaining to be shipped 
for England than we can expect to lade this season for want of vessels to 
receive it. 


56. It will be necessary to refer you to the proceedings of the Board 
of Trade and to their advices for information of all our respective pro- 
Paragraphs 148 to ceedings concerning the obligation on the Company 
'^I7ih February. purchase from Mr. Prinsep the buildings erected 

ajih March. at PuUa for a chintz manufactory, and the means of 

recovering the amount of the loan made to him by the Board to Trade. 


57. Having formed a Hst of goods to be provided by means of the 
loan raised by a subscription investment, and entered into contracts for 
the same which included the article of chintz, for the present year, before 
the receipt of your orders, and advances having been made to the con- 
tractor accordingly we must of course receive the produce of them before 
we can put a stop to the provision of printed goods. But we shall then 
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be released from our engagement and left at liberty to follow your d ^ - 
dons on this point, which indeed do not forbid the exportation of tiiem 
till after the year 1783. and are therefore by no means incompatible with 

what has been done. 


n8. With respect to the building at Pulta for a chintz inanulactory 
we were of opinion that the terms of the original contract made with 
Mr Prinsep for 10 years dated in February 1773, and which expired on 
the 15th ultimo, did not actually bind the Company to take the buildings 
at all events, but only reserved to them an option of taking them on pay- 
ing a certain stipulated price, ivhich right was intended to be vested in 
the Company to prevent the contractor from taking the advantage of his 
possessing the manufactory to exact his own terms^ for the renewal of his 
contract. We accordingly declined taking the buildings, and referred it 
to the Board of .Trade to pursue measures for realizing the amount of 
their loan to Mr. Prinsep by other means than the proposed acceptance 
of these buildings. 


59. The Boar,d of Trade have since submitted to us the opinion 
of the Company’s Standing Counsel upon this clause of the contract, where- 
in he declares that, in his judgement, the condition 
24th March. -j. obligatory on the Company to purchase the 

buildings from Mr. Prinsep at the expiration of the term of his contract; 
and Mr. Prinsep has claimed the right, which is reserved to either party 
in case any differences should arise, of referring the case to arbitration. 
We have therefore authorized and desired the Board of Trade to appoint 
proper persons to arbitrate the matter on the part of the Company, and 
as we differ totally from the Company’s Counsel in opinion of the 

design and obligation of the clause contained in the 
contract respecting the purchase of the buildings, we 
have explained our sense of it to thie Board of Trade for the information 
of the arbitrators. 


24th March. 


6b. We shall pay due obedience to the orders contained in this para- 
graph, but humbly submit to you our wish that you would be pleased to ■ 
Paragraph 152. allow us, in very particular cases, the latitude of 
granting brevet commissions to officers appointed to 
very important and remote commands and distinguished by very eminent 
services. It is the only reward which we can bestow on uncommon merit 
or authority, which we can give in cases in which your seiwice shall most 
essentially demand it; we will promise that the most effectual care shall 
e a en ^ at this license shall in no instance operate to the supercession 
your ot er officers on the same establishment, an effect which we have 
already most completely guarded against in a clause expressly inserted in 
their commissions for that purpose. 


I- e have delivered the list of investment, referred to in this 
Paragraph 153. paragraph, to the Board of Trade, and due attention 

shall in he paid to it in the next provision if no alteration 

neantmie be made by your more recent orders. 
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The Prince Williatn, having been laden at Fort St. George with 
stores for the garrison at Negapatam, was run ashore 
near that place to prevent her falling into the posses- 
sion of the French fleet. 


62. 

Paragraph 154. 


Paragraph 1.55. 


We shall strictly adhere to your orders respecting the allowances 
to be granted to any future provincial Commander 


in Chief, and wc beg leave to inform you that those 


enjoyed by General Stibbert have not been altered or affected by any 
increase of rank which we have given him. 


Paragraph 156. 

Paragraph 157. 


64. Will be replied to from the Revenue Depart- 
ment. 

65. Replied to in the 2Cth paragraph of this 
letter. 

General Letter joth April jySs. 


66. We are concerned to have incurred the reproof which is con- 
tained in this paragraph for what should be attributed entirely to accident 
and not to neglect. The Neptune, which was under 
aragrap 2. sailing orders with the Belmont, was to have carried 

our original dispatches and proceedings, but being disabled from going 
the packets were transferred from her to the Rockford which was shortly 
afterwards dispatched. This ship was detained at Madras, and her cargo 
taken out there by order of the President and Council. The packets 
were therefore again removed and put on board the Admiral Hughes, in 
which they must have undergone the fate mentioned in the 7th paragraph 
of your letter, to which we now reply. 


67. As it was impossible to foresee the event which happened to 
this packet and which deprived you of the early receipt of the advices we 
had prepared for you, we hope we shall be held fully 
aragrap 3. acquitted on this score from any imputed inattention 

in not writing to you. With respect to the dispatches from the Governor 
General to Major Scott it naturally occurs that they were more fortunate 
in their safe arrival than ours. And we entreat that upon any future 
instance of this kind you will give us the credit of having complied with 
your orders if any accidents should happen, they no doubt sometimes 
will happen, to prevent your hearing from us, as it is our positive deter- 
mination to comply regularly and fully with your orders in this respect. 


68. Will be answered from the Revenue Depart- 

Paragiapl. 6. 


General Zeller iSth June jySa. 

6g. We have ordered copies of all the papers lost in our packet 
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by the Admiral Hughes to be prepared, and they shall be transmitted you 

as soon as ready; but from their bulk it will require a 
Paragraph 3. considerable time to make transcripts of them, not- 

withstanding the additional number of clerks who will' be employed for 
that purpose. 

70. As we already transmit copies of our proceedings to you in tripli- 
cate, and the additional duty of supplying the place of any which may 
be lost as well as of preparing the particular copies of our advices to you 
for the use of His Majesty’s ministers cannot be peiformed but at a veiy 
considerable expence to the Company, the salaries of clerks being much 
higher in this country than in Europe, and as so much increase of their 
duty amidst the hurry of a dispatch tends to throw the business of the 
public offices into confusion, we humbly submit to you the propriety and 
advantage of having such copies prepared in England. 


71. Soon after the receipt of your letter we appointed Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan to the office of Agent for the purpose of supplying Elis Majesty’s 

ships with stores and provisions under the Act of 
Paragraph 3. Parliament and according to such regulations as you 

might establish for the conduct of this business with the Commissioners of 
the Navy in England. We wrote to Admiral Sir Edward Hughes inform- 
ing him of what we had done, and being ready, as far as lay in our power 

to carry the provision of the Act into execution, we 
requested that he would give us as early notice as 
possible of any articles which he might require from this Presidency. 


6th March. 


75. Understanding by the Admiral’s letters to the Government at 
Fort St. George that the fleet on its return there would be distressed for 
biscuit we ordered 12,000 bags to be immediately shipped from hence. 
We have delivered a copy of your orders to the Agent, with injunctions to 
adjust his accounts regularly in the manner you have prescribed for that 
purpose, and to furnish quadruplicate copies to be transmitted to you by 
different opportunities. 


Paragraph 6. shall pay strict obedience to your several 

orders respecting the powers of your Secret Committee. 

General Letter 12th July lySz. 


hnvf^^Lf Brilliant was unfortunately wrecked at Joanna, as we 

ore advised you. Captain Mears embarked from that place on 
Paragraph 6. substitute cutter in which he arrived at Bombay, 

tlnf Pr«p- 1 Nassau, Captain Gore, has been dispatched by 

of people who were saved from the wreck 

01 me Bulhant and remained at Joanna. 


7 a- From the accumulated quantity of saltpetre which the increase 
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of the Company’s proportion of ihc maijufaclure at Patna, since the shares 
of the Dutch and FrencJi have been rvithheld from 
ragrapi 7. those nations, and tlte purchases made in cojiscquence 

of the embargo as before advised, have brought into the public warehouses, 
and from a certainty of tlic great demand for it in Europe we wished to 
have increased that article of consignment to you, and we believe the 
plan which we have adopted will enable us to do it in some degree 
without deviating from the letter of )our orders, as the refinement of it, 
whicli is to lake place for litis end, will comprize a larger quantity of 
actual petre in the same bulk of tonnage as before. 


76. In consequence of this and the .15th paragraph of the same letter 
we \\Toic 10 the Chief and Council of the Danish settlement at Fredricks- 

I’ara ra h 8 iiagorc informing them of the humane regulations 

which \ou had been pleased to establish respecting 
the natives of this country, whether domestic servants or lascars, who 
might be carried to England. Wc recommended the same rule to the 
Danes and requested that they would not allow any native servants belong- 
ing to English passengers to be received on board the ships of their 
nation, until the passengers should have produced certificates from us 
that proper indemnification bonds had been granted to prevent their 
servants from being left destitute in England or thrown upon the charge 
of the Company. 

77. The Chief and Council at Frcdricksnagore liavc readily promised 
a compliance witli this request and assured us that by a particular edict 
of the King of Denmark all owners of ships and others ^vho shall carry 
lascars or any denomination of natives from India arc bound to maintain 
them in Europe and to provide for their return to this country. 


78. We have caused this order to be made public, and shall take 
care that no precious stones or other private consignments of any kind 
shall be registered by the Company's packet vessels, un- 
arasrap 1 fl, owners previously consent to the condition of 

receiving them at the first port in Great Britain or Ireland at which the 
vessel may arrive and remain, which condition we shall order to be 
expressed in the bills of lading; but we have never suffered any bullion 
to be registered since the prohibition of it. 


79. We have neither received copies of your resolutions nor of the 
Act of Parliament here alluded to in your packet by the Greyhound. We 

have nevertheless transmitted to the Board of Trade 
I aranraphs lo-i. extracts of your several orders respecting the sus- 
pension of the chintz manufacture, as already mentioned in a former 
part of this letter, and wc promise you the strictest attenion to them in 
the next year’s investment. 

80. ^Ve have furnislied the Board of Trade with copies of these 

paragraphs for the information of the persons umler 
rarafiraphs uG. tiieij- authority conccriictl in the manageniem of the 
silk filatures. 
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a, These have been carried into execution in the Revenue Depan- 

81. These have^^^^ ^,11 

Paragraphs 17-8. answered from thence. 

82. We have caused your sentiments upon the conduct of Mr. George 

Bright to be made known to all the covenanted servants 
Paragraph 20. Company’s upon this establishment. 

83. We shall not fail to pay attention to your directions in favor 
of Mr. Simon Ewart, and have the pleasure to acquaint you that the ai- 

rangements which are aboiUt to take place, in conse- 
Paragraphs 21-2. quence of your further commands in this, will enable us 
to do it very shortly. We have notified your recommendation of Mr. A. E. 
Young to the Board of Trade. 

84. The appointments which you have been 
pleased to make will of course take effect on the 
arrival of the parties. 


Paragraphs 23 to 


.^f)- 


85. 


We have already had the honour to inform you that Sir Robert 
Chambers had resigned the office of President of the 
Paragraph 36. Judicature established for the French and Dutch settle- 
ments at Chinsura. His letter, which will best explain to you his motives 

for accepting, exercising and afterwards relinquishing 
this trust, is entered on our separate proceedings, and 
makes a number in the packet. We shall observe your 
prohibition in future regarding the allotment of offices to the judges of 
the Supreme Court. 


Consultation 
I'jih November 


86. In consequence of the 26th paragraph of your instructions of 
the 29th March i 774 > which you now quote, we ordered our Secret and 
Paragraph 37 Political Letters, and our Revenue Letters to be trans- 
mitted to you in duplicate by each dispatch, concerning 
these departments in general to contain all the points which it might be 
necessary for you to impart to His Majesty’s ministers; but as you have 
been pleased to make the rule more general we shall not fail in future 
to comply with it, and though a multiplicity of copies must retard our 
I ispatches we shall endeavour to lessen the time and inconvenience of 
u as much as possible. We have also notified your order in this respect 
to the Board of Trade. ^ 


87. The difficulty of raising money upon credit for the public service 
e( us necessarily to adopt various plans for that purpose. The Erst 
P.it.igiaph 38, loan received upon common interest notes at 8 

annum was certainly the most simple, 
ihe ,.n to be more beneficial to the Company at 

who oih'^vr that they tended to accommodate particular individuals 
I nice 5 have subscribed to them. The 4 per cent remit- 

ilnu five V »«inediate supply repayable in a term of no less 
)e.ns, with an interest of only half the rate of the common loan. 
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and in fact was not to be an additional burtJicn upon your treasury in 
England, while you pennittcd as usual any drafts to be made upon it 
from hence, for it >vas particularly expressed and aluays intended that 
the drafts on this account should form a part of them. The scheme of 
annuities met with no success, as you will have seen from the list trans- 
mitted to you of the few subscribers to it, nevertheless we have ordered 
your determination to redeem this loan to be signified immediately to 
the annuitants or their agents, but as the cerins of it c.’cprcss that it should 
be redeemable before the ist of January 1783 and not afterwards, it will 
be in their power to decline our offer if they think proper. 

„ , 88. We beg leave to refer you to a former part 

Paragraph ot “f ^ur letter for a reply to this paragraph, a copy of 
General Letter i8ih which wc have also delivered to the Agent for supply- 
ing the fleet for his guidance. 


89. Mr. Murray’s bond was not received back by tlie Greyhound 


Parajp-aph 40. 


packet; when it arrives wc shall lake such steps as 
may be necessary to recover the amount. 


90. \Ve have duly complied with your commands, contained in these 
paragraphs, for abolishing the post of Agent for 
aragiapw 41 o 44. 5^pp|yjJ^g stores to the other Presidencies. We had 
previously forbid his engaging any more tonnage for continuing his 
supplies, and confined the duties of his olHce to the 
loading of the Company's chartered ships and i\fr. 
Toucliet’s vessels, tvhich had been long contracted to 
the Company in liquidation of his debt to them. 


gi. The great exertions which were necessary for saving the settle- 
ment of Madras from impending (amine and the great benefit which the 
Company derived from possessing a quantity of grain at that place, w'here 
it constantly bore a price considerably above the charge of sending it 
thither, whether such benefit arose from (he sale of the surplus remaining 
after the wants of the anny and garrison had been satisfied, or from 
avoiding the necessity of purchasing grain at the market price to supply 
them, were strong arguments with us for fixing the commission of the 
Agent at a rate apparently so high. And the inconvenience which he 
sustained, besides the heavy charge of interest during the exhausted state 
of the public treasury, from being obliged to negotiate with individuals to 
deposit with them our orders upon the treasurj- in his favor to take 
up money upon those and upon his oivn credit, for the performance 
of ihe public service, while the most dreadful consequences might hai'e 
been apprehended from a failure in our supplies to Aladras, merited also 
some consideration, especially as upon the whole the invoice prices fell 
far short of that which the Government of Fort St. George imposed upon 
ConsuUaiions 22nd individuals when they compelled tliem to sell their 
October 1781, «jst grain to the Company, although this was of course less 
January 1782. ijjey ^ould have sold It for in the market. \Vhcn 

we had experienced the extent to w'bich the supply w.is requisite and the 
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sum to which the Agent’s commission would amount, notwithstanding the 

deductions for interest and other charges to which it 
05th March 1783.. subject as stated in his letter, we thought it proper 

as long ago as March 1782 to make a considerable reduction in the com- 
mission, which accordingly took place from the 31st of Decern )ei 
preceding. 


92. Having transmitted a copy of your remarks and orders to Mi. 
Auriol, [he] has addressed a letter to us which contains a particular detail 
of the agency; and as the arguments set forth in it are highly deserving 
of your attention we beg leave to refer you to a copy of it, which makes 
a number in this packet. 

m 

93. But although we refer you to Mr. Auriol’s letter for the cir- 
cumstantial detail of this transaction we think it proper to bring the 
conclusion of it more pointedly before your notice, that you may see, on 
the clearest demonstration, how much we have consulted your interest 
and the wants of your Presidency of Fort St. George in an arrangement 
which you have so severely condemned, as the gross and ungenerous 
misrepresentations of those from whom we merited a better return, both 
for this and every other exertion we have made to save them from that 
destruction which would inevitably have attended them but from our 
timely and effectual succours. 


94.^ Your sentiments on the subjects of the agency were no sooner 
imparted to Mr. Auriol than he made us an offer of his experience and 
services to continue the supplies for the current year without any com- 
mission or compensation whatever for his trouble, wishing to remove the 
impression, which was implied by your letter, that his advantages had 
excluded [exceeded] the value of his services. We have nevertheless, in 
obedience to your orders, published an advertisement for the receipt of 
proposals for performing this branch of the public service by contract, and 
upon the day appointed we shall proceed to consider such as may have 
been tendered. 


95- As a preliminary to it we have required from the Accountant 
General a complete average account of the rate of all the supplies of rice 
.^nt by the Agent to Madras on vessels of every kind excepting the 
Company’s chartered ships, which were exempt from the charge of freight, 

and Mr. Touchet’s vessels which were also exempt from the Ao-ent’s 
commission. “ 


gfi. For our proceedings on this point we beg leave to refer to the 
I’avagraph 45. former part of this letter, paragxaph 76. 

97- We have duly signified your orders regarding His Majesty’s 
I’aragvaplvs 40.50. to the proper officers. For a more particular 

reply to these paragraphs Ave beg leave to refer you 
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to ocir letter from the Secret Ocpartmcnt, contenting ourselves in this 
,, . place UTih informing; you that we have accordinglv 

nnnnlled the apporntiiicnt of Mr. Jl. J. Snlivan as 
Resident at the Court of the Nabob Walla Jah. 


Paragraphs 55-4. 


98. Will be explained from the Revenue Depart- 


gg. We have already informed you, and beg leave to repeat that 
the plan of supplying the treasury at Canton by the produce of the 
Company’s opium was not a matter of choice but 
I aragraphs 55-6. necessity. We had the produce of the manufacture 
for ttvo years lying on hand unsaleable on account of the dangerous 
navigation for ships of no force in the Streiglits of Malacca which were 
infested by the enemy’s cruizers. Neither of the modes which we adopt 
under these circumstances would have been agreed to as a public measure, 
could individuals have been inclined to engage in the opium trade. We 
therefore beg you to view the transaction in this light. Part of the opium 
sent on the Betsey to Rhio was sold at 350 dollars per chest, and the 
whole would have sold tvell, but by a treacherous connivance of the Chief 
of Rhio with the Dutch the former suffered the neutrality of his port to 
he violated, and the vessel was attacked and captured, under the cover 
of his gun, with the remainder of her cargo which tvas on board and which 
the Chief would not suffer to be landed, but on application for permission 
promised his protection to the vessel, the more effectually to lull the 
apprehension of the commander and to cover his designs. 

too. With respect to the consignment sent by the Nonsuch to the 
supercargoes at Canton wc had very good information, before we dis- 
patched it, that the nominal prohibition of opium at China was no 
impediment to the constant and open importation and sale. of it at that 
place; and the supercargoes never state this as an objection against it, 
although they after the receipt and sale of the opium by the Nonsuch 
used such arguments as occurred to them to enforce their request that we 
u’ould not repeat the consignment if we could possibly supply them by 
any, other means. As you declare it to be unbecoming tve shall under- 
stand this as a prohibition and most strictly conform to it. 

101. We Itavc given the necessary orders at the treasury for the 
discharge of the bonds due to the estate of the late 
araprap I r,,. Captain Edward Roadi, or for transfering the amount 
in exchange for bills upon you in favour of the executor ^Villiam Hensley 
Esquire. 


102. We beg leave to assure you that we shall strictly adhere to this 
restriction in point of drafts to be made on your treasury, excepting only 
those drafts which in virtue of your authority and by 
Paragraph 58. obligation of former engagements we are under 

the necessity of granting in favor of the subscribers to the investment 
loan, and the bondholders of the 4 per cent remittance loan, three fifilis 
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or three annual proportions of which remain yet to be paid off unless 
we shall find it necessary to continue the same mode of providing an 
investment for the ensuing season. 

103 In order to carry your intention in this order fully into execu- 
tion we have required a return from each department in the service of 

all the Europeans not being covenanted servants of 
Paragraph 59. Company who are employed under them respec- 

tively. Many of their returns have already been sent in and we shall 
take an early occasion to proceed upon them to the accomplishment of 
your commands. 

104. We have omitted the appointment of Mr. James Lucy Dighton 
conformably to your orders, and shall observe the 
Paragraph 60. restriction which you have thought proper to lay us 

under in this paragraph. 

105. Will be replied to from the Revenue 

Paragraph 6i. Department. 

106. Will be replied to from the Secret Depart- 

Paragraphs 62-4. ment. 

107. These several appointments will accordingly 

Paragraphs 65-9. effects 


108. You have already been informed of our resolution not to grant 
any further brevet commissions to officers going home on the pension; 

the particular instances in which we had yielded to 
extraordinary circumstances, strongly recommended to 
us for this purpose, have been laid before you, and in reply to this para- 
graph of your letter we beg leave to repeat our above resolution which 
is so conformable to it. 


Paragraph 70. 


109. We confined our indulgence of dpuble the usual amount of 
certificates to the commanders of your ships to those of one season, which 

Paragraphs 71-9 number and granted under peculiar 

' circumstances as represented to you at the time; we 
have refused every application which has been made to us since then for 

privilege and shall continue to decline granting any similar 
additions in future. 


no. We have ordered the Company’s Attorney to furnish us with 
a particu ar state of all the suits which have been ordered to be com- 
Paragraphs 74-r,. fenced, and of those in which the Company is any 
■’ way engaged, which we expect from him in time to 
be transmitted to you a number in this packet. 


in. We beg leave to acquaint you that we have never granted 
certiUcates for the pension to any surgeons or assistant surgeons attached 
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lo ihc civil cstablishincnl under this Presidency, nor do we recollect to 
g have ever received any applications for them. The 
larasiapjs 77- , has appeared lo us and been generally understood 

to be a military fund, and instituted solely for the benefit of persons 
belonging to the army, among whom indeed we have considered conduc- 
tors of artillery tvhich is tlic only doubtful class whose certificates have 
received our confirmation of them. 


General Letter 2Sih August iyS2. 

11a. Will be replied to from the Secret Depart- 

I'arasraphs uiOiU.' 


113. In obedience to the orders contained in this paragraph Mr. 
Francis Fowke has been appointed to the station of Resident at Benares 

and Mr. William Markham recalled from thence. 

Paragraphs 4-5. ^oT our proceedings upon this occasion wc beg leave 
\l^rfh!'*!onrMarVh. consultations noted in the margin. 

When the appointineui had been made the Governor 
General moved that Mr, Fowke should be invested with all liie powers 
and authorities of his predecessor, tvhich tvere judged 
34111 essential to the proper execution of his trust, and tve 
have furnished him with letters and instructions 
accordingly, to which wc beg leave to refer. 

114. The agency for boats, lately held by Mr. Francis Fowke, has 
been abolished, and that ser\'ice shall be executed by contract in confer* 
mity to your commands. 

115. The appointment of Mr. Bristow to Lucknow had taken place 

on the special recommendation of the Governor Gene- 
jragrapj . sometime previous to the receipt of your letter, as 

we had the honor to inform you in ours of the 7th December 1782. 


iifi. Wc have published in General Orders the purport of your 
directions, contained in these paragraphs, for the reduction of the 
^ 1 s - i- establishment of field officers to its former complement, 

aragupis , i;,, fixed the first of Uiis month for the retrenchment 

whicli is to lake place from the pay and allo^vances of the supernumerary 
majors and captains. 


117. Wc have likewise communicated Uiesc paragraphs to General 
Stibbert, from uiiom u'c have received a letter, copy of which ^s’e enclose, 
promising a further reply which he hopes will be satisfactory to you. 
In the meantime he requests your attention lo his letters of the 24th 
December 1780 and i5lh April 1781, which you will find entered on our 
consultations in your possession. 


118. For our own part we beg leave to assure you that no persons 
could possess a higher respect for tlie opinion and experience of the 
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Commander in Chief of *e forces in India than the 

nosed the Board at that time. But the regulations which we adoi^Ltd 
without his participation in them were founded upon the same piinctp c 
which had operated on his mind when he formed the prior ariangement 
of the army, and were intended as an improvement upon it, dictatec y 
the experience he had of its effect; and the necessity of immediately 
replacing on the most economical footing the large detachment which ha 
been sent to his assistance would not admit of our waiting to consult him 
upon it. For the future it is our intention to adhere literally to the 
restriction which you have been pleased to prescribe to us. 


iig. We beg leave to acquaint you that the promotion of Lieutenant 
Colonel Blair to the brevet rank of colonel was made with a special 
reservation in favor of the rights of Lieutenant Colonel Tottingham who 
was not intended to be superseded by it when he rose to that rank. This 
officer is since gone to England, and Colonel Blair derives no additional 
pay or emolument from his advancement. 


120. Major Peter Grant has long since embarked for England but 
we have thought it proper to publish to the army 
Paragraph 16. sense which you entertain of his unworthy 

conduct. 


121 . 


It is our duty, and we shall do all that lies in our power, to 
Paragraph 17 enforce the due observance of the order, contained in 

”■ this paragraph, for sending home any officers who may 
be cashiered by the sentence of a general court martial. 


122. We have communicated the paragraph to 
the Commander in Chief, the application having been 
made at his instance. “ 


Paragraph 18. 


123. A civil suit having been instituted against Major Balfour, the 
senior of those officers who refused to submit their property in the 
Paragraph ig. Beedjygurr prize money to the consideration of the 
. Board, with intention to establish the Company’s rioht 
to consequently by that precedent 

whose evidenVr'’ witnesses having been examined in this cause 

to us under necessary at a general court martial, it appears 

we verrmneh*!" "ccumstances that it would be improper and 

prosecutir ,, “ commence a criminal 

L riXt to ^ ^ commanding officer who has not denied to submit 

has tela '■'C Board. Indeed the Commander in Chief 

Popham while th" ” general court martial to be held upon Major 
iupnam While the above suit is depending. ' 


Paragraphs 20- 


1 r "Bhe notice contained in these paragraphs 

ot military appointments shall be duly attended to. 
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125. Our moiive for authorizing the construction of a road from 
Calcutta to Chunar was the great utility of it compared to the smallness 

of the cxpcncc to be incurred for such an extensive 
Rma® 'uT'acmrS. undertuking, and the prospect there was that the 

amount would be saved to the Company in a short 
course of time in the marcii of the troops and carriage of stores by such 
a ready and easy communication. Our not having mentioned it to you 
in our advices Avas certainly an onn'ssion, but in such a variety of diffusive 
matter as composes the bulk, of our records and the subjects of our pro* 
ceedings we must claim your indulgence if by any accident or inadver- 
tency the mention of every particular event or circumstance should 
escape us. 

126. We have intimated the purport of your orders concerning the 
reward of Captain Rankin for this service to him, and as the most difficult 
part of the road is completed we have desired him to finish the remainder 
of it in the manner he intended, when the restriction which you have 
been pleased to lay for the expence of its repairs shall be punctually 
attended to. We beg leave to inform you that the whole amount hitherto 
advanced for this service is sicca rupees j,09.568'i5'6- 

127. We cannot quit this subject without remarking how hard it is 
that we should receive your censure for an act for whi^ we did think 
ourselves entitled to your approbation, as the following summary view of 
it will demonstrate, if you will allow us credit for the facts on which it 
is constructed. The distance of Chunar from Calcutta by the present 
road is Goo miles; it will be reduced to 398 exactly by that now making. 
This passes in its course over the most impracticable parts of the western 
quarter of Bengal, through woods, rocks and hills hitherto impassable, 
the whole expence on the estimate if the commission be included will 
be sicca rupees 2,88,875. 

12S. Captain Rankin has assured us that the real expence will fall 
short of that amount, but admitting ii to be equal to the estimate, the 
expence per mile, which we have a right to apply to the actual distance 
by the present road, is only sicca rupees 503 per mile, and calculated on 
the new road is 725 sicca rupees per mile. We believe that we may 
venture to refer it to your comparison of the expence which would attend 
a similar work in any part of Europe in the conviction that it would be 
done no where so cheap. 

129. Allow us, in all submission, to add that we think ovirsclvcs 
entitled to some indulgence even if the expence of this work were, as 
you have stated it, unreasonable, since our exertions have produced for 
every rupee of expcnce, which you have condemned on this principle, an 
excess of many hundreds by new and extraordinary' resources. The credit 
of your means is preserved in the public opinion by undertakings of such 
magnitude and notoriety, and they are at least seasonable in the means 
which they aiford of facilitating and quickening your military operations 
at a time so peculiarly requiring dispatch. 
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1,0. We have dven proper oKlers u> ihc Cdiimussioncr,-, of arno.iis 
[or a compliance wiiii this paragraph, and they \\ill 
Paragraph 28. iiccordinglv cause .every package of private trade on 

board your ships to be marked and registered by the o^yners. We have 
^ placed Mr. Ewart on the list ot servants in the lank 

Paragraph 30. thought proper lo assign him, and beg leave 

to refer you to a fomier part ot this letter for our intention Nviih respect 
to this genlemaii'. 

igi. We shall pay strict atieniioii to the obscr- 
'Paragraph 31. vance" of this prohibition of privilege to the captains 

of packets in future. 

132. This paragraph is replied to in a former 
Paragraph 32. letter by . our observation upon your 

preceding orders respecting bills of exchange. 


133. We have signified to Mr. Larkins your favorable .sentiments 
and determination respecting him. We are .son7 to 
Paragraph 33. inform you that Mr. Larkins from a total want of 
health has been obliged to resolve on making a sea voyage to llombay 
for his recovery. 


134. We are sorry that it should have escaped you to refer to our 

letter of the 15th of March 1774, paragrapii (je. accompanying which 

„ . you will find that we transmitted to you the report 

Paragraph 34. T acmv n 1 1 • 

of our Military Paymaster General upon the clann 

of the executors of the late Captain Spellman, wliich contained all the 

particulars that he could learn concerning it. As the memorial from 

them, to which you now refer us, was not received by the Greyhound 

packet we shall wait the arrival of the fleet by which we expect it will 

come, arid submit it to our present Paymaster General who, from the 

lights which it may afford him, will po.ssibly be able to inform us of 

further particulars concerning those transactions and enable us to decide 

on the justice of the . demand. 


135- We have notified this order to the Paymaster General, to 
Paragraph 39. prevent him paying any bills drawn on account of 
Major Fairfax, and beg leave to assure you of our 
observance of it on all future occasion. 

136. We likewise propose to pay every possible attention to this 
rule concerning the establishment of packets. The present packet must 
Paragraphs 40-3. exception to it, as the Surprize is a' vessel not 

belonging to the Company but taken up for the 
P pose of carrying dispatches which we deemed of consequence sufficient 
o warrant our engaging her on the terms, proposed to convey to you the 
ear lest possible intelligence of the important events to which they relate. 

137 - A copy of the charterparty of the Surprize is sent a number 
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in the packet; you will find the aiiiouiic at which she is lett for this 
voyage to the Company is 10,000 rupees per month until her return, 4 
months of which are to be paid in advance, and the period for ivhich she 
remains in England or Ireland is at your option to be paid there, and 
for the accommodation of the ownei'; we accordingly recommended it; 
there was no other vessel fit for the purpose in the river or within the 
command of this Government, necessity obliged us to accede to Colonel 
Watson’s terms. She will cost the Company much less than the packet 
dispatdicd by Lord Clive in 176C. 

138. The expence of the freight forming only one gross sum may 
appear exorbitant, but we request you to compare its aggregate amount 
at the expiration of the voyage with the expence tvhich has attended any 
other vessel of the same burthen which, at any period of time, has been 
dispatched to England with your expresses, and we believe you will find 
it by far the most moderate. 

igg. The StvaHoiy and Naucy arc the only two remaining vessels 
belonging to the Bengal Marine, unless a small vessel equipped for 
Captain Thomas Forrest (whom you had appointed to this establishment) 
and lately returned from the eastward can be considered so. A return 
of the conlplement of each, with a list of the officers attached to the 
Bengal Marine, shall be transmitted to you by this packet. 

140. Having now, as we hope, replied fully and explicitly to your 
several last letters we shall resume the subject of our own transactions in 
the common course of business. 

141. We have informed you, from the Secret Department, of the 
departure of Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote on the Resolution for 
Madras, to resume the command of the army in the Carnatic. 

142. When we no longer entertained any hopes of the arrival of the 
Medea frigate on ivhich Sir Eyre Coote had intended to embark for 
Madras, and his proceeding thither was of the utmost importance to the 
service we resolved to freight the Nonsuch, belonging to Colonel Watson, 
which was returned from China, for the purpose of conveying him and of 
transporting a supply of treasure for the army. After we had settled the 
terms and the vessel was under preparation the Resolution, a s^vift sailing 
coppered ship, arrived from Madras and Captain Mercer who was the 
owner made an offer of her to accommodate the General and a part of 

his suite, for the consideration only of freight at six 
March rupees per bag upon 4,000 bags of rice, which part of 

her cargo he agreed to leave out in order to keep the 
ship in a sailing trim. As the General preferred this ship, on account 
of her superior accommodations for his family which he meant to take 
with him, we agreed to engage her. 

143. His Majesty’s ship San Carlos arrived here about this time, and 
furnished the means of affording additional protection to the General's 
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person and to the treasure by sailing in company with Imn, a point 
which we deemed of no small consequence when we knew tliat at least 
two of the enemy’s ships of force were cruizing olf Madras to intercept liim. 

144. As the San Carlos was more fit, in every respect, to perform the 
service for which the Nonsuch ivas still under engagement, by acting as a 
safeguard to the General, accommodating part of the odicers of his suite 
and°transporting a proportion of the treasure. Colonel Watson who assured 
us that he had no other view in letting the Nonsuch than the performance 
of this service desired leave to withdraw her from it in order to dispatch 
her, agreeably to her original destination, to C.hina, to uhich we iiccoitl* 
ingly agreed. 

145. We have taken the opportunity of .Sir ICyre Coote’s return to 
Madras to send w'ith him 100 Eviropean artillery men and iioo artillery 
lascars, to compleatc that branch of the detachment from this place. 

146. Sir Eyre Coote thought it proper, before his departure, to recom- 
mend to us in strong terms and through us 10 your notice and favor 

Mr. Thomas Graham who has served him in the 
15th March. Station of Persian Interpreter during all the late cam- 

paigns in the Carnatic, and is still attendant on him in his return thither. 
We are induced, as w'cll from a persuasion of Mr. Graham’s merit and 
abilities as from our respect to the Commander in Chief, to secontl his 
recommendation of him. 

147. At the particular solicitation of the Commander in Chief we 
have yielded our acquiescence to an honorary tiistinction w'hich he wished 

’oth March confer upon Captains James Moore and Patrick Play, 

the twm senior oflicers of the rank with the detach- 
ment in the Carnatic, by granting them the temporary brevet rank of 
majors while the service continued, without any increase of pay or 
advantages and tvithout prejudice to the rank of their seniors upon this 
establishment. 


148. This is a deviation from your orders which we could not refuse 
to an officer who merited so much from us and more from your Plonourable 
Court than you can conceive, not possessing as we do the knowledge of 
the very infirm state of health under which his zeal has prompted him 
to return to a service of such difficulty and fatigue as may prove fatal 
to him independantly of the ordinary hazards of war but to which his 
spirit will, afford him the resources of activity; and we are morally certain 
that an honourable close of the war depends solely on his conduct and 
reputation. We repeat the promise made in the 60th paragraph of this 
etter that for the future we will not, in a single instance, deviate from 
your orders, and we trust that with this explanation we shall have your 
pardon for the preceding instances in which we have departed from them. 

, ^49- The Commander in Chief having thought it necessary to appoint 
leutenant Colonel Cathcart to be Quartermaster General and Major 
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Grattan to be Adjutant General of His Majesty’s forces in India, and to 
request that these officers might be allowed the same establishments as were 
drawn for the corresponding stations in the Company's service, wherever 
they might be, we shall accordingly comply as far as the case may regard 
this Presidency. 

150. In consequence of a representation made to the Commander in 
Chief by Captain Hearsey, whom he had left in the controul of the Bullock 
Department for the carriage of grain for the array in the Carnatic, stating 
that he experienced insuperable difficulties in his Department from the 
interference of a person appointed by the Government of Fort St. George 
to keep the grain accounts and to collect the money for grain delivered 
out, which he begged the Commander in Chief’s interference to relieve 
him from, least the Department should fall again into its former confusion 
the Commander in Chief thought it necessary to request that we would 
recommend the plan which he had established for this duty to the Govern- 
ment at Fort St, George, especially as it had succeeded beyond his expecta- 
tion and Captain Hearsey had shewn great care and attention to reduce 
it to regularity. 

151. We mentioned these circumstances to the Government at Fort 
St, George, and depending on their readiness to leave every point of detail, 

which might tend to facilitate the march or supply of 
a^t\ e maty. army, to the sole arrangement of the Commander 

in Chief, whose experience enabled him, and whose credit required him 
to adopt the most eligible and effectual means for that purpose, we 
intimated our wish that they ’ivould revoke any appointment which they 
had made contrary to his plan and of which he disapproved. 

152. A list of the officers in the King’s service ordered home upon 
duty for the recruiting service, in consequence of His Majesty’s command 
signified to the Commander in Chief, having been laid before us by him 
we transmitted a copy of it to the President and Council at Fort St. George 
where most of the officers had been stationed, and requested that they 
might be accommodated with passages by the Company’s ships. The 
President and Council at Fort St. George in reply to our letter quoted 
an order which they had received from you under date 25th January 1782, 
and which, they thought, put it out of their power to grant passages to 
these officers at the Company's expence. Upon the perusal of the order 
we found that it applyed only to four officers who had gone home of their 
own accord and for their own occasions, but whose passages had been paid 
for by the Government at Madras, which appearing to be a very different 
case from that of officers sent to Europe upon duty, and by orders from 
authority we explained our opinion of it and repeated our request to the 
Government at Fort St. George. Those officers who being in this situa- 
tion have been ordered passages by us upon your ships will be seen by 
die respective lists of passengers on each; we have left the amount to be 
paid to the captains on their arrival in England. 


153. The President and members of the Board of Trade have been 
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oblio-ed bv the loss of their factory house and ^varehouses at Luckypore, 

which have been carried away by the river, to propose the of a 

new factory at a vdlage in that part, called Patta 
04th March. some distance from the riverside. We have 

ordered a little quantity of ground to what they originally possessed 
in the former factory, to be allotted to them at this place in exchange foi 
what remains of the old spot, and approved of their removing the factoit 
to this situation, but recommended, in the present state of the public 
ftnances, that they should be satisfied with building a bungalo (or thatched 
buildinc) for the habitation of their Chief, and [a] warehouse for the 
lodgment of their goods instead of a house and warehouses which they 
had estimated at 50,000 rupees. 


154. On the same day the Board of Trade complained to us of the 
detriment which the investment at the Luckypore aiirung, in particular, 
sustained from the number of private factories wliich had been established 
by European agents, who promoted a competition for goods, outbid the 
Company’s prices and had caused considerable debasements of the manu- 
factures. We ordered the Committee of Revenue immediately to require 
the evacuation of four of these factories, which they mentioned by name, 
and to require all the Europeans not being in the Company’s service 
possessing the special licence of the Court of Directors or of this 
Government for their residence in the districts to retire from them, 
according to the clause enacted in the late Act of Parliament for 
such cases. 


155- Proposals were made to us sometime ago by a Mr. Lennox, as 
you have been already informed, for furnishing a cpiantity of indigo for 
the Company s investment, which upon an idea that the encouragement 
of this manufacture since the trade of America has been lost to the mother 

20tli February counti'y might be of gi'eat national advantage we 
_ recommended to the consideration of the Board of 
Tiade. Then opinion was by no means unfavourable to it, and it appears 
by the reports of considerable brokers in London upon the quality of 
Mr Pl'insep’s indigo sent home, and the improvements which it was so 
easily capable of, that it might be made a traffick of very profitable concern. 
We are restricted in your list of investment from sending home any 
more of this article, and indeed had not this restriction arrived our accept- 
ance o t e tender of Lucknow cloths compleated the appropriation of 
e a ance of the investment loan, and left us no option to increase the 
quantit) o m igo, a preference for which, in case of any such increase, 
we iind by the proceedings of the Board of Trade, lately referred to us, 
4ai March. to Mr. Prinsep by the promises which his 

I . V. V. 1 exertions in the cultivation and improvement of thaf 

lanc ad exacted from them as the managers and protectors of the 

tuompanys commerce. 


."y^^ .^^-^thercial Resident at Rungpore in consequence of a 
(Lsapporntment wh.ch he met with in securing all the October bund pj 
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silk from the tardiness of his advances proposed to the Board of Trade 
to complcat his contract by the delivery of an increased 
27th February. proportion of the white silk, which they approved and 
recommended to ns, and we have assented to. 


157. Information has been lately received from the Resident at 
Malda that a body of Sinassies had assembled and were pillaging the 
country in that neighbourhood. The districts in the 
15th March. neighbourhood of Silburris have been almost annually 

subjected to the casual depredations or Mujenoo 
Shau and his followers, who are only to be checked or dispersed by a 
proper military force. One complete regiment has therefore been ordered 
upon this service from the nearest military station. 


158. The free merchants^ and mariners of this town and port having 
proposed to us sundry regulations which they thought it necessary to 
recommend for the care and certainty of manning the ships with fit 
seamen and lascars, in which the greatest difficulties and distress had 
sometimes, but particularly of late, been experienced, we caused them to 
be drawn up in the form of a bye law, which the Company’s Attorney has 
been instructed to register and publish with the appro- 
bation of the Supreme Court as the law directs. For 
the particulars of this bye law, we beg leave to refer you 
to the plan which is entered on our consultation noted in the margin. 


Consultation 
3rd March. 


159. By the compromise made with Hartwell Smith for the value of 
the small arms, bought by him at the Company’s sale and lost with the 
boat which contained them while under stoppage at the custom house, 

we have been obliged to pay him the sum of sicca 
6 ih March. ^ t_ 

rupees 11,371-10-9; which by the vouchers and evi- 
dence produced it appeared he had a just claim to. 

160. A plan has been proposed and generally agreed to by the 
officers of the army, under whose authority and approbation it comes 
recommended to us by a committee of them, for establishing a main- 
tenance and future provision for the orphans of officers who may die in 
the Company’s service by the means of a fund to be raised by stoppages 
from the pay of every officer and surgeon from the rank of major down- 
wards. In compliance with his request ive have ordered the Paymaster 
General to cause the above stoppages to be made from the pay of every 
officer of that description who shall voluntarily consent to it, to receive 
the accounts of money collected by the subordinate paymasters, and to 
account himself with the managers of the fund for the amount quarterly. 

For the rest we refer you to the plan itself and to the 
arguments which have been adduced in favour of it, 
as they stand recorded in our proceedings. A printed 
copy of the former makes a number in the packet. 


161. The respect which we bear to so valuable a part of your service 
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induced us to refer this subject to your consKleruiioii. but nitliout olle - 
ino- any opinion upon it, ^vhicll we hope you will iliink unncccss.iv .s 
your judgement upon it will not require the aid of any local kiiou ledge. 

162. The fort of Buxar from its natural and improved state being 
a place of some strength, and proper from its situation to furnish the 
necessary detachments for enforcing the collections and preserving the 
peace of the contiguous parts of the frontier of Bahar and the Zeniindaiy 
of Raja Mahipnarain, we have made some additions to the command at 

that station from the cantonments at Dinapore, and 
3rd. Maicli. ordered a small depot of provisions to be constantly 

kept up in the garrison. 


163. Major Thomas Nichol, who was restored by you to the Com- 
pany’s service, has addressed us on the subject of his rank, which in con- 
sequence of the general amnesty you were pleased to 
3rd March. conduct of the oflicers concerned in the 

resignation of 1766, of whom he was one, he thought should be etiual to 
his progress in the regular rise of the .service from his original place in 
it before that event. As the rank which he now possesses is held by 
virtue of your authority we have referred him for any furilier claim 
which he may have to your decision. 


164. We likewise take the liberty to request your detcniiinaiion 
upon the memorial of Mr. John Stormoiith, a Surgeon in your service, 
which was formerly referred to you in our General Letter noted in tlie 
margin, but to which we have hitherto received no reply. Mr. Stornionth 
has lately renewed his petition, and we have the honor to transmit you 
a copy of his letter. 


165. Mr. Hare the late Sherilf having received our orders to repair 
the harronbarry or house of correction in Calcutta at the same time 
15th November. when we authorized him to correct a proper prison 
wall round the new jail reported to us the decayed 
state of the buildings and wall which required such a thorough repair 

that he estimated its expence at 25>ooo rupees. At the same time he 

proposed the erection of a new harronbarry in the stile of the new 
jail and adjoining to it, by which a nuisance would be removed from the 
centre of the town and a more durable accommodation established in 
its room. As he offered to complete this building for the amount required 
to repair the old one, and to receive this sum in Company’s interest notes, 

ground of the old jail and the old harronbarry 
^ f ^ven up to him, which upon a valuation made by the Com- 

mi ee ot Revenue was reported at 150 rupees per cotta, to be worth 

17th February. rupees si,6oo, and this proposal appearing to the 

trir-UTi ,1 ^ Governor General to be an eligible one we were 

to a^ee to it. But understanding Mr. Hare had conceived an 

no-anK!! ^ to Europe, which appeared to us a material obstacle 

‘ oamst entering into a contract with him, he prevailed on Mr. Prinsep 
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too late to be returned it contained an appoiniinent to bort St. 

Pie therefore intreated to obtain the alteration ivhich he Avished. Hi.s 

letter was laid before us by the Governor General 
20th March. recommendation of it; tve have accordingly 

admitted him at the foot of your list for the season (1781) subject to your 
approbation, and we request you will confirm this appointment. 

171: Mr. Thomas Lithan late a Surgeon on this esiablishnient has 
obtained our permission to resign tlie service in order 
10th February. j-gt^rn to England. 


172. Mr. Francis Baugh late a covenanted servant here has likewise 
obtained our permission to resign the service and to proceed to England 

in the Worcester for the benelit of his health. Fie 
20th March. hitherto proved himself an industrious servant, 

and we recommend him for his reappointment whenever the state of his 
health shall admit of it. 


173. Captain Lieutenant Benjamin Doxat of artillery has likewise 
been, obliged by ill health to resign the service 
13th March. order to take his passage for England on board 

the Resolution. 


174. Captain Stuart Cumine having been invalided likewise takes 

"oth March passage on the Resolution, and is possessed of 

• the proper certificates to entitle him to the benefit 

of the Military Fund. 


175. Mr. John Shaw an Assistant Surgeon on this establishment has 
been allowed to embark as Surgeon on board the Resolution, and to 
return without prejudice to his rank, but not to draw any pay or allow- 
ances during his absence. 


176. The Worcester being also in want of a surgeon we have per- 
mitted Mr. Thomas Skarrow to proceed as Surgeon of this ship on the 
same conditions. 

177- Mr. William Perrie, whom you have appointed a junior 
merchant upon this establishment, has presented a letter to us containing a 
representation of the circumstances which attended his nomination, and 
a\ mg pounded expectations on his original claim for saving the Com- 
pany s books from a fire at Patna, when a great reward was offered for 
mat purpose, m which he seems to have suffered disappointment, we 
eg eave to enclose a copy of his letter for your information. 

Mr. Robert Palk, the second member of your Board of Trade, 
nas lately suffered such severe attacks of illness as to make it dangerous 
f ^ remain long in this place. He has therefore determined to 
ar tor England on the Surprize, and we have granted him leave 
to proceed accordingly. 
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179. As the very precarious state of Mr. Palk’s hcaltli indispensably 
required a medical attendance, and there was no svirgcon in the comple- 
ment of the Surprize, an appointinciit which Colonel Watson positively 
refused to make at his own expence, wc w’erc induced from the con- 
sideration of Mr. Palk’s long services to the Company to appoint an 
assistant surgeon from your establishment here to attend him on the 
voyage, with orders to return within a reasonable time to his duty. 
Mr. Adam Burt has been accordingly sent on this duty. 

180. Major John MacGowan has presented a certilicate of his bad 
state of health, and obtained our permission to resign the Company’s 
service and take his passage on board the Surprize in order to proceed to 
England for his recovery. He has produced to us the most honourable 
testimony from Sir Eyre Coote of his good conduct and services in the 
late campaign with the General in the Carnatic. 

181. Lieutenant Nicholas Danford has also been permitted to resign 
the Company’s service that he may return to England. 

182. In consequence of a representation, which we have received, 
that the three copies of a set of bills of exchange which we had granted 
on the 2nd of May 1781, in consequence of your orders, in favor of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Batchelor had by accident been lost we have granted 
4lh, 5th and 6th copies of the same set; and as the loss appears to have 
been entirely from mischance and not from any neglect in the parties, 
we have agreed to the payment of interest for the diJTerence of time, 
upon receiving an indemnification against the presentatioi^ of the original 
bills. 


183. We have just received a memorial from Mr. Robert Samuel 
Perreau, a factor in your service at Fort Marlborough, representing that 
the continued ill health w'hich he suffered during his residence there and 
which would probably be fatal obliges him to quit that climate entirely; 
and having been employed, since bis arrival here, in the public offices 
under the Secretary and Military Paymaster General, to whom he appeals 
for testimonies of his assiduity, he intreats your indulgence to be removed 
to this establishment with any rank which you may be pleased to assign 
him. We enclose a copy of his memorial, and beg leave to refer it to 
your notice. 


Board of hispecliou 

184. Since we last had the honor to address you by the Lively 
packet, we have proceeded minutely to examine the public offices, regulate 
their expences and fix establishments for each, and it gives us pleasure to 
observe that in the execution of this undertaking we have not found that 
field for reduction which we at first supposed. And though we have not 
yet gone completely through the different offices at the Presidency, nor 
finally finished them that have already been before us, yet it is our inten- 
tion to preserve in this necessary' work and to go a second time over each 
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establishment; and, in general, we beg you may conlide in the anxious 
endeavours of this Government for reducing every unnecessary branch of 
expence, which we lind is not so much to be elfected by leitenchment 
from the present establishments in the civil department, as by adopting a 
regular plan for the payment of all fixed and contingent charges. And 
for this purpose we have directed, in order to enforce a rigid attention 
to the general system of economy and to guard against contingencies of 
every kind, that all authorized charges be drawn in the form and order 
prescribed by us in the establishments as they are published, from which 
no deviations Avhatever Avill be allowed to take place. And that we may 
effectually prevent it we have positively ordered that all contingent charges 
shall be, in like manner, drawn separately and not admitted without a 
previous application for them to this Board accompanied by the reasons 
assigned for incurring the expence, except such as in their nature will 
not admit of the delay of reference, or are required by very urgent neces- 
sity, of which we will judge and admit or reject them as we are satisfied 
Avith the reasons alleged in support of them, or otherwise. And Ave have 
thought proper, the better to enable us to carry this Avork Avhich Ave have 
so much at heart into execution, to annex the examination of the esta- 
blished and contingent charges to the office of Accomptant General, under 
the direction of the Board of Inspection, and Avho, from his long experi- 
ence and intimate knoAvledge Avith every branch of accounts in this service, 
is we think the best calculated for considering this business. 

185. We have informed him that all accounts of established charges 
in the General Department shall be audited and passed by him and that 
the heads of the offices at the Presidency Avho have occasion for supplies of 
cash from the treasury are to make their monthly application for the same 
to him, in the manner that they did formerly to the Comptroller of Offices, 
and he is to examine their estimates, and report upon them officially to 
the Board of Inspection, Avho Avill furnish them with orders upon the 
treasury for the sums respectively allowed to be advanced. And in order 
to preclude the Accomptant General from receiving personal solicitations 
from the officers of Government, relative to the audit of their accounts, 
we have agreed that he shall be sworn to the faithful execution of the trust 
reposed in him, and we flatter ourselves, by enforcing a strict attention to 
these regulations, Ave shall produce very considerable savings to the Com- 
pany after we have completed our examination of the establishments, for 
Avhich a few offices now only remain to be examined, when [sic] a more 
Sformation^^^ necessary statements shall be transmitted for your 

186. The state of our treasuries this day is as follows; 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


18,393 1 9 

19^734 7 11 


38,117 9 8 [5ic] 



394 


LETTER TO COURT 


Bills receivable 

General Treasury sicca rupees 

Khalsah skea rupees ... 7,480 13 0 

7,480 13 (J 


Mint 

General Treasury ... ... 18,426 15 o 

Khalsah ... ... 

18,426 15 0 


Unsorted treasure 

Valued at 10 per cent 
better than Current rupees 


Current rupees 64,025 6 2 


[Fort William, [We have the honor to be etc.] 

the 5th April 1783.] 


ENCLOSURE 
{Vide paragraph 59) 

Advertisement forbidding British subjects from trading or lending 
money to foreigners. 

Fort William 3rd March 1783. 

Ordered the following advertisement be published. 

Whereas it is enacted by the 291I1 section of the Act of the 21st of 
His Present Majesty, for establishing uiv agreement between the public 
and the Company. That the Company’s servants, and other British sub- 
jects resident in India, arc prohibited from lending money to foreign 
companys, or foreign European merchants, and from purchasing goods on 
their accounts, and from being concerned in such transactions and from 
giving credit by bills of exchange on persons in Europe.” 

Notice is hereby given that lire Honourable the Court of Directors 
arc determined to prosecute any persons who shall offend against this law, 
besides inflicting such punishment upon them as may be within their own 
power. 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council having received 
directions from the Court of Directors to give public notice thereof, “And 
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if they shall discover any persons in the CoinptUiy s service being con- 
cerned in such transactions, forthwith to suspend them iind if such dis- 
covery shall fall on licensed traders to declare their licences void, to 
withdrarv the Company’s protection from them, and to require them to 
return to Eiigiand", do hereby publish the same for the information of 
all whonr it may concern and for the like purpose the following extract 
from the commands of the Court of Directors, dated the 5th of January 
1782 is added. 

“Paragraph 77. This is a business of so much importance to the 
Company that we must direct you will use your utmost exertions therein. 
It is hot probable that transactions of this kind will be avowed and carried 
on in an open manner wherefore it may be right to encourage those who 
have knowledge thereof to give information. To this end we direct that 
you will cause it to be made known that every person who shall discover 
any offender or offenders against this Act, so that he or they may be pro- 
secuted thereon, will merit our favour and future protection and may be 
assured of promotion in our service.’’ 


9 

LETTER DATED 5 APRIL 1783 

case admiralty, jurisdiction in Bengal— Captain McClary’s 


PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 
Separate Letter 

^ “rw, Court o£ Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 

United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

the stut^nf pf this separate address is to draw your attention to 

^vhich ^ve haxt jurisdiction in this settlement, the defects of 

us of the mnsi P experienced, having had complaints brought before 

or those of 

P Court could afford the proper redress. ' 

tor Chim ‘’obl:aii' 5 ed'’( oommanding the ship Dodalay bound 

, btamed fiom this Government in January 1780 a letter 
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of licence to cruize against the ships belonging- to the kingdoms of 
France or Spain. On the aotli of May 1781 Captain Maclary being 
himself at Macao sent out his ship to seize a sloop bound from that port 
to Manilla, on the supposition of her being Spanish property. It appears 
that he acquainted the Governor of Macao with his intention to bring 
her back to that harbour that she might undergo his examination. Captain 
Maclary was nevertheless taken up by the Portuguese Government, and, 
after suffering a rigorous conhuemenv, was compelled to give an order to 
his officer for the release of the sloop. The order was produced to the 
officer on board the Dodalay, who immediately bore down towards the 
sloop for the purpose of carrying it into effect, but before it could be 
accomplished a violent gale of wind came on and the sloop was lost. 
Captain Maclary was therefore retained in prison ‘ at Macao until the 
Government had exacted from him the value of 70,000 dollars, at which 
the sloop and her cargo were estimated, and then released. 

3. Captain Maclary sailed from Canton in the Dodalay on the 
16th of December 1781, and tueeting with two Portuguese ships bound 
to Batavia in the straights of Banca, named the Saint Atitonio Novo and 
the Santa Maria Mayor he captured them both and brought them into 
this river, but landed the commanders and officers at some of the ports to 
the eastward. 

4. Several Portuguese supercargoes and captains of ships who 
happened to be at Calcutta at the time of Captain Maclary's arrival 
joined in a formal representation against him, and as neither of the 
captains or the officers of the captured ships were arrived the memorialists 
solicited an “interference to prevent any interruption to that free trade 
and harmony which subsisted between the English and Portuguese.” 

5. On the receipt of this memorial wliich was presented by the supra- 
cargoes to the Governor General, he assured them of every legal assistance 
and support which this Government could give to put the charge against 
Captain Maclary into a regular cause of trial and to obtain redress for 
the injury complained of; but informed them that the nature of our laws 
were such as to render it absolutely necessary that the allegations should 
be delivered on oath and formal evidence of the facts exhibited before 
any prosecution could be carried on with success. We likewise repeated 
this answer with an offer of the assistance of the Company’s law officers 
if any one of the petitioners would undertake to prosecute the claims and 
to collect the witnesses necessary for tliat purpose, but this they all 
declined. 

6. In the month of February last we received* letters from the Gov- 
ernment of Macao complaining of the piracies committed by Captain 
Maclary and desiring retribution for them. The captains or owners of 
the captured ships likewise arrived here by the same opportunity and 
addressed us for our assistance in the recovery of their property. We 
consequently ordered the Company’s law officers to grant them every 
information and aid in their power for commencing prosecutions and to 
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can-Y on the suits on their account. Messrs. De Barros and De Roza who 
had come here to sue for their property in the Saint Antomo and her 
car^o at the time of her capture, preferred submitting their claims to 
Lbitration. Messrs. Francisco Xavier De Castro, Agostino Antonio Spada 
&ca. having produced their evidence to tiie Company s Attorney a suit 
was accordingly instituted by him. 


7. Their ship had been sold to Messrs. Petrie Keble and Pasley by 
Captain Maclary for 1,10,000 sicca rupees, against whom they brought an 
action of trover and recovered that sum in damages. They have since 
brought an action against Captain Maclary for special damages. The causes 
were, by order of the Governor General and Council, carried on by the 
Company’s Attorney. Justice was speedily done them in their first action 
in the Supreme Court. They arrived in Calcutta in Februaiy last, and 
obtained judgment on the fifteenth day of March; the other action was 
commenced later and will be tried in the next term. 


8. Though they may procure civil reparation for their private losses 
they cannot here obtain (that which was one of their main purposes of 
coming from so great a distance as Macao’s) public justice. 

9. In July last a complaint having been made to the Governor 
General and Council that several piracies and murders had been com- 
mitted by Captain John Maclary and Mr. John O’Donnell in the Streights 
of Malaca, the Council was convened, and the Chief Justice desired to 
assist us in examining into them. Being of opinion that the charge was 
not made out against Captain Maclary we discharged him. But we 
thought that Mr. O’Donnel ought to be put on his trial. This gave occa- 
sion to enquire into the powers vested either in the Governor General 
and Council or the Supreme Court relative to crimes committed on the 
high seas, and it being the opinion both of us and of the Chief Justice 
that there was no power in either to try him the witnesses were bound 
over to appear, and the prisoner was sent to Madrass to be tried at' an 
admiralty court to be there held, where it was understood there was 
an existing admiralty commission. The event was that the principal 
witness did not appear and the prisoner was acquitted. 


10. After stating these facts it is needless to observe how much both 
justice and the credit of your first settlement in India are interested that 
powers should be placed in some part of this Government capable of 
giving effectual redress in crimes of this nature. 


11. By referring prosecutors to another settlement they suffer much 
vexation, justice is certainly impeded and most probably defeated, 
trangers can with difficulty conceive that their not obtaining justice in 
e principal seat of the English empire in India is caused by a defect of 
power, they can hardly believe that the inferior settlement has that juris- 
iction which the principal has not; they must naturally attribute it to 
want of inclination to do justice to foreigners against the subjects of this 
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Government. A more illiberal and inhuman opprobrium cannot be 
incurred by any nation or any Government. 

12. These, we have no doubt, would be suflicient reasons to induce 
you to make the proper applications £or necessary charters or commissions 
to punish these crimes, though there had been no precedent for it, but 
in fact before the alterations in this Government made by the Act past 
in the 13th o! His Majesty’s reign there were full and ample powers 
for trying such causes, and it is we conceive by omission or mistake 
they were not continued in the present Government or that a competent 
jurisdiction in the Supreme Court was not established in its stead. 

13. To evince this it will be proper to state what that tribunal was, 
how it has been vacated and from what causes the admiralty jurisdiction 
in the Supreme Court has proved ineffective. 

14. A commission (on the petition of the East India Company) 
bearing date the 12th of November, 31st of George 2nd, was granted by 
“His Late Majesty to his admirals etc., and also to John Stackhouse, Hugh 
Barker, Thomas Gradyl, Humphry Cole, John Bowket, Edward Corbert, 
Francis Russel and Richard Eyre and the President and Council of Fort 
^Villiam for the time being, the President to be of the quorum, for hearing 
etc., in any place on sea or at land at Fort William all piracies, felonies 
and robberies committed etc., on the sea, within any haven, river, creek or 
place where the admirals etc., have power within the East Indies or the 
countries and parts of Asia and Africa, and in the islands, ports, havens, 
cities, creeks, towns and places of Asia, Africa and America or any of 
them beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan within 
the limits of trade granted to the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East Indies". This commission is understood to 
be abrogated by the new constitution given by the 13th of His Present 
Majesty to this Government. 

15. We have stated the local extent of this commission that it may 
be compared with that of the Supreme Court which by the charter which 
erects it establishes it to be “a Court of Admiralty for the Provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa and all other territories and islands adjacent 
thereunto and which now are or ought to be dependant thereupon”, 
and after authorizing it to take cognizance of all causes civil and mari- 
time etc., between merchants, owners and proprietors of ships and vessels 
employed or used ^Yithin the jurisdiction aforesaid or between others 
contracted “in. upon or by the sea or publick rivers or ports, creeks, 
harbours and places overflows by the ebbing and flooring of the sea etc.”, 
it proceeds to give a criminal jurisdiction to try by jury all treasons and 
murders perpetrated, committed on the high seas within the limits and 
jurisdiction aforesaid, with this additional restriction: provided always 
that “the several powers and authorities hereby to proceed in maritime 
causes and according to the laws of the admiralty shall extend and be 
construed to extend only to the subjects of us, our heirs or successors who 
shall reside in the kingdom or provinces of Bengal, Bqhar or Orissa or 
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some of them, and to persons who shall when the cause of suit or com- 
plaint shall have arisen have been employed by or shall then have been 
directly or indirectly in the service of the said United Company or o 

any of our subjects.” 


16. The former commission was ample as to criminal matters, the 
jurisdiction extended through the Company’s limits of trade and over 
all persons whomsoever. The restriction on the powers of the Supreme 
Court in maritime causes both civil and criminal being as to locality 
“in and for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa and all other terri- 
tories and islands adjacent thereunto and which now are or ought to be 
dependent thereupon, and in, upon or by the sea or public rivers or ports, 
creeks, harbours and places overflown by the ebbing and flowing of the 
sea etc., and as to persons only to the subjects of us, our heirs or successois 
who shall reside in the kingdoms or provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orissa 
or some of them and to persons who shall when the cause of suit or com- 
plaint shall have arisen, have been employed by or shall then have been 
directly or indirectly in the service of the said United Company, or any 
of our subjects”, its powers are so much abridged that there are rarely 
any cases to which they can be applied. 


17. After having recommended the procuring of powers regarding 
matters to which remedies have been formerly applied we are led to submit 
it to your consideration whether it may not be proper that the admiralty 
jurisdiction here should be further amplified, we mean with regard to 
condemnation of lawful prizes made in time of war. No court in India 
is at present competent to that purpose, and the great risk, inconvenience 
and loss which must accrue to captors by being put to the necessity of 
conveying their prizes taken in these seas to Great Britain before they 
can obtain a lawful property in them is obvious; but cases which have 
happened since the commencement of the present wars with France 
and Spain have brought this matter more directly to our attention. The 
one relative to a Spanish ship taken by the Na^icy, one of the Company’s 
armed vessels commanded by Captain HefEernan. In 1778 he carried 
her into Madras where Admiral Sir Edward Hughes then lay with His 
Majesty’s fleet who claimed and seized the prize; the Admiral applied 
to the Presidency of Madrass for the purposes of having her condemned. 
That Presidency declining to act for want of legal powers Sir Edward 
wrote to the Chief Justice here for the same purpose, who informed him 
that no such power was vested in the Supreme Court. The other was 
the case of the Hinchinbrooke taken at St. lago by a French man of 
war and retaken by the Jupiter man of war. She was suffered to proceed 
on her voyage to India but agents were put on board her by Commodore 
Johnstone, part of whose fleet the Jupiter was, for the purpose of prosecut- 
ing the Hinchinbrooke to condemnation. But on a regular application 
to the Supreme Court here by petition for that purpose the judges were 
unanimously of opinion that they had no powers to grant the prayer of it. 

•18. This matter was afterwards compromised. We need not point 
out to you what would have been the detriment to your interests if the 
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Commodore had either not permitted the Hinchiiibroohe lo proceed on 
her voyage, or after her arrival here had not consented to the compromise. 

ig. In this latter case the extension of the jurisdiction of any 
admiralty court here to the limits of the Company's trade would not be 
sufficient, for the capture and recapture were on the other side [of] the 
Cape of Good Hope, which makes us take the liberty to suggest the 
propriety of applying for an act of Parliament that the ships belonging 
to the East India Company who shall be retaken on an outward voyage 
to India shall on giving proper securities be allowed by the recaptors to 
proceed to the places of their destination, and that authority be given 
to a court of admiralty in India to proceed to the condemnation of such 
ships wheresoever taken or retaken. 

Fort William, We have the honour to be etc. 

5th April 1783. 
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Free trade in rnio silk — the loss of the Eagle. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

[1] The detention of the Surprize packet, by violent contrary winds 
which have prevailed for some days past, affords us an opportunity of 
writing further to you by this convej'ance. 

[2] We have the pleasure to enclose a copy of our proceedings in 
Consultation of yesterday, concerning the provision of an investment for 
the ensuing year, to which we beg leave to refer you for a state of the 
goods remaining in the export warehouse at the end of last month, 
and of those expected to be received from the auruugs by the end of 
February 1784. 

[3] You will also find by our proceedings that we have resolved to 
lay open the trade in raw silk, conformably to your orders, and to allow 
individuals to adventure their property in this article to England on your 
chartered ships, which shall be dispatched from hence after, those of the 
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last September fleet, which left England in company with the Greyhound 
packet and are daily expected to arrive in India, shall have sailed, in such 
proportions on each ship as shall be hereafter detei mined. Ey fixing 
this period we have allowed sufficient time for shipping off all the Com- 
pany’s silk and other articles of the present year's investment, and for 
enabling individuals to prepare such tjuantities as they niiiy be inclined 
to manufacture and transport on their own accounts, 

[4] For the provision of the Company’s investment, entirely excluding 
the article of raw silk, we have agreed to receive a loan of fifty lacks of 
current rupees for bills to be drawn upon you payable at 365 days after 
sight with an option to extend the period of payment one, two or three 
years longer as you shall find convenient, allowing an interest of 5 per cent 
per annum after the expiration of -the original term until the bills shall 
be discharged. To avoid the trouble and delay of calculating the interest 
upon each sum which we may receive in part of this loan before the bills 
are granted, as was practised on the former occasion when we drue [drew] 
at 25 . per current rupee, we have now fixed the exchange at 2.v. id. 

[5] We are much concerned to inform you that the Worcester, 
which was at anchor with the other outward bound ships off Cock’s Island, 
parted her cable in a late storm and ran foul of the Resolution, by which 
both ships were considerably damaged. The Worcester is returned to 
Culpee and Captain Cook having represented her as unfit to proceed 
Immediately upon her destination, in conformity to the sailing orders 
which had been issued, we have discharged her from the Company’s 
service. Captain Pointing is gone down to examine the state of his ship, 
the Resolution, and we have no doubt but she also will be obliged to 
wait till the beginning of the next fair season. 

[6] The stormy weather of late has been so uncommonly violent that 
all the shipping in the river suffered by it considerably, and we are sorry 
to acquaint you that the Eagle, one of the vessels of your Bombay Marine, 
which was lying opposite to this town when the first severe gale came on 
foundered at her moorings and was totally lost. An officer and several 
persons on board at the time unfortunately perished. 

We have the honour to be. 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants, 
Warren Hastings /Edwd. Wheler/ 
John Maepherson/John Stables. 

Received per Surprize 20th September 1783. 


Fort William, 
the i6th April 1783. 
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LETTER DATED 23 OCTOBER 1783 

French ships in the Bay of Bengal — fixation of pensions for pilots — 
Captain Forrest to survey the Andamans — Court’s orders regarding removal 
of non-covenanted servants from Company’s service carried out with 
some exceptions — office of the Superintendent of Police, Calcutta, con- 
tinued — ships captured by the Spanish fleet — difficulty of keeping records 
without the help of monthly writers — licences of passe 7 igers on Company’s 
ships to be exammed — complaints against General Stuart — Captain Call 
preparing an Atlas of India — silk to form an item of investment again — 
reasons why requisite advance was not made to the Board of Trade — 
Portuguese and Danes permitted to export saltpetre to Europe — Bengal 
Council’s plan for supplying remittances to the Deccan through the 
banking houses of Gopal Das opposed at first by the Councils of Fort 
St. George and Massulipatam — explanation for withholding from Madras 
Council remittance of ten lakhs of rupees — protest against Admiral Hughes 
for refusing supplies provided by the Board’s Agent — Mr. Tirretta to erect 
a public market at Calcutta — Nawab Muhammad Riza Khan’s pension 
increased— apprehensions of famine in North India — representation from 
the Company’s officers for equality in rank with the Kin^s officers — 
allotment of ground for orphanage building — publication of Gladwin’s 
translation of the Ain-i-Akbari — Bengal Government’s efforts 'to ensure 
equal distribution of grain to provinces affected by famine. 

• PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 


T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

. Honourable Sirs, 

1. We have not had an opportunity of addressing you since the 
dispatch of the Surprize packet in April last; by that conveyance we wrote 
to you under dates the 5th, 7th and 16th of April, duplicates of which 
letters are enclosed. 

2. The necessity for your receiving constant and regular advices of 
the transactions of your Governments in India made us view this interval 
with regret; we could have no reliance on the conveyance by your char- 
tered ships, so many of which, even after sailing out of the river, had 
been obliged to put back or had been by the situation of the French 
cruizers in the Bay prevented from sailing altogether, and in either case 
had disappointed us of sending the communications intended for you. 
Besides, the present is not the proper season for dispatching them with 
valuable cargoes, being contrary to Aarterparty. We therefore agreed not 
long ago to take up the Britannia, a swift-sailing coppered snow, for the 
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purpose of transmitting our proceedings to you. This vessel was a French 

prize and consequently not prohibited, if any prohi- 
Consultation 4th bitory law to this effect does exist, from carrying mei- 
August. chandize into England on the Company’s account; and 

being offered to us on freight for the transportation of 450 tons of fine 
goods we thought this the most eligible method of engaging her, as 
the early arrival of such a cargo might have afforded you a seasonable 
supply and would have yielded some return for the charges of the vessel. 
The Board of Trade were desired to prepare a cargo for her accordingly, 
but they remonstrated to us against lading any part of your investment on 
the Britannia, as so many of your chartered ships were expected to arrive 
in the course of the season. We therefore annulled our agreement and 
ordered a vessel, belonging to the pilot service, to be coppered and pre- 
pared for carrying dispatches instead of the Britannia. 


3. This will accordingly be conveyed to you by the Nurbudda, which 
we have placed under the command of Captain Rattray, late of the Duke 
of Athol The unfortunate fate of the Duke of Athol, Fairford and Duke 
of Kingston, which have all been destroyed at different times by fire, we 
presume you will have heard the particulars of from the Presidencies of 
Fort St. George and Bombay, where or near to which the accidents 
happened. 


4. We have thought it advisable to detain all the Company’s 
chartered ships here, except the Resolution, till the period fixed by charter- 
party for their leaving this river, that is the 10th November next, when 
we hope to dispatch to you the Worcester, Rodney, Busbridge and 
Winterton, and shortly after the Ceres, Talbot, Belmont, Lord Macartney, 
Vansittart, Barwell, Fox, Atlas, Pigot and Oxford, which have lately 
arrived fi'om Madrass, the Board of Trade having, as they inform us, 
goods now in their warehouse and expected in the course of the season 
sufficient for the cargoes of 11 ships, exclusive of the Dutch prize goods 
which alone form more than a common cargo and are valued at current 
rupees 18,98,288-6-3. 


5. The President and Council at Fort St. George have desired that 
Consultation 29th the Busbridge may receive only half a cargo from this 
eptember. place, and be sent to them to complete her lading, 

which we shall accordingly attend to. 

, , Woicester, Resolution, Norfolk and Hinchinbrooke were 

laden and ready to sail for England in February last, as our letters of that 
Qate will have informed you, but from the great risk of sending them out 
n r French fleet being dispersed over the Bay to intercept 

nf eh • ’ cruizers being actually stationed at the mouth 

e river we resolved to detain those ships, loaded as they were, till 

their departure. And Captain Cooke pro- 
^ ^ ^ umal form, against our detention of him beyond the charter- 

nwl During this interval a great desertion of the seamen took 

P om these ships, and when their dispatches and sailing orders were 

* 
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delivered, on the 26th of March, they were not in a condition to depart, 
The southerly monsoon about that time setting in with violence the) 
broke from their anchors, and at diiferent times they all received damage, 
which rendered them incapable of proceeding immediately to Europe, 
and obliged us to discharge them from the service. The Worcester and 
Resolution were repaired without taking out their cargoes, but the Norfolk 
and Hinchmbrooke have been unladen and brought up to town. The 
latter is so much injured, by having been hauled on shore, that it is 
impossible for her at present to make the voyage to England. Captain 
Maxwell has determined to carry her to Bombay in hopes of repairing 
her at that place, and perhaps Captain Bonham may be obliged to pursue 
the same measure with the Norfolk. Their cargoes have been received 
into store by the Board of Trade, and will be laden on other ships. 


7. Captain Poynting, late commander of the Resolution, died about 
a month ago and is succeeded in command by his 
Consultaiion 1st chief officer Mr. Tolme, who has been sworn into that 
trust; and having undertaken to carry the ship out 
at this season we have thought it preferable to attempt her dispatch 
immediately, and not to detain her any longer in the river, with a cargo on 
board which is liable to damage and lies at considerable risk. 


8, Mr. John Moffat declaring himself brother to the husband and 
most considerable owner of the Resolution applied 
command of the ship on Captain Poynt- 
^ ing’s death, and to strengthen his claim urged that he 

had been long an officer in your service, and that Mr. Tolme, the 1st 

officer, had not belonged originally to the ship, but had been appointed 
by Captain Poynting in this country. Previous however to the receipt 
of this letter we had appointed Captain Tolme, whom we found the next 
for succession, to the command, and indeed we should not have thought 
it right to set him aside, in favour of any one, without a proof of demerit 
or incapacity. 

g. We have been under the necessity of supplying the ships which 
are here with several anchors and cables from your 
Consulutipni i^th stores. The captains’ receipts for them will be for- 

August. ' ^ ‘ warded in the dispatch from the Naval Store- 

keeper’s Office, enclosed in this packet. The articles 
sent out by you were charged with the usual premium and those which 
had been received in payment from Mr. Lacam or purchased in this 
country were delivered at prime cost. 


10. Lady Coote, who is now at Fort St. George, having engaged a 
passage to England on board the Belmont we have resolved, in com- 
pliance with her private request, to lade that ship and to return her to 
Madras, early in December to accommodate her 
ladyship, thinking this the least compliment we could 
" pay to the wishes and desire of a person in everyway 

50 much entitled to our respect and attention. 
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11. The China ships, which were sent here this season by the 
dent and Council at Fort St. George to receive and carry supplies 
to that Piresidency, were all dispatched as soon as they could be 
and in time, as it was hoped, to deliver their cargoes and pursue 
voyages to China. But the Kciitj Lathciiii and C}i 6 st 6 i field were o 
by stress of weather or leaks, to return; and we immediately wr 

the President and Council at Fort St. George d 
Consultation 23rd them to send other ships to supply their plact 
ihe supercargoes at Canton might suffer n 
appointment from their non-arrival. We understand that the G 
Coote, Montague and Francis have been dispatched accordingly. 
Kent and Latham afterwards attempted again and sailed for Madn 
the Chesterfield being too leaky to proceed was brought up to tow 
unloaded. We in consequence discharged her from the servici 
Captain Boswell having lately reported her to be fit to proceed to B 
according to her original destination, we have ordered her to be 
with rice for the garrison at Mangalore, and with the remainder 
stores which are to be conveyed to the Presidency of Bombay. 

12. Mr. James Dewar, late Purser of the Dartmouth Indiaman 
was lost on the island of Car Nicobar, having brought us. the intell 
of that unhappy event with a letter from the captain and one 
passengers expressive of the great activi.ty and successful exertions 
he had shewn in saving the lives and providing for the relief 
people on board even at the risk of his own person, and the total i 
of his own property which was consequently lost, we were indu 
grant him an allowance of 200 rupees per month for his subsi 
during the time he might be necessitated to reside here, and 1000 
for the payment of his passage to England. The conduct of Mr. 
in this affair appears to have been so exemplary and meritorious tl 
think it a justice due to recommend him to your notice. 

13. Captain Maxwell, commander of the Hinchinhrooke, app 
Consultation 1st ns some time since for a remission of the Con 

duties on his private trade, urging the plea 
having been granted to other ships of the same season which ha( 
more fortunate in making their passages to India, but your orde 

ibiting such indulgence were before us and prevented our coir 
with his request. 

14. An account of the Company’s property on board the H 
roo e, at the period of her recapture by Commodore Johnston’ 

Consultation 22nd been prepared by the proper officers ai 

September. ' before US we have ordered a conditional Con 

bond to be drawn out for i/8th part of it, or ' 
ruj^es 3 o> 05 ^' 10 ' 6 , being the amount of salvage claimed by the rec 
t ears date from the 17th June 1782, and is payable on the an 
a^ ormal and legal decree of the Court of Admiralty establishin 
right to It, otherwise of no effect. 
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15. Captain Poynter, who came out from jEngland last year in 
command of the Trial packet, having claimed from 
i5ih ay. behalf of himself and officers a gratuity which, 

by an original letter from your Secretary produced to us, it appeared you 
had promised to them on. their safe arrival in India, and understanding 
that in similar circumstances the supercargoes at China had granted to 
Captain Court of the Fox double the amount which had been advanced 
by you before the vessel left England, we took their example for our 
guidance, and allowed the same to Captain Poynter and to his officers. 


16. With our last letters we forwarded to you a particular plan of 
the survey of the new channel at the entrance of the river Houghly, 
accompanied by Mr. Ritchie’s remarks and directions for the navigation 

of it. We have since had this subject more at large 
before us and the Governor General, in a long ininute 
grounded on Mr. Ritchie’s information and his own experience of the 
various obstacles and difficulties which have attended the establishment 
of that navigation, has proposed a separate branch of the Marine Depart* 
menc for that exclusive purpose to be divided from the pilot service 
and placed under the direction of this marine officer. The subject is 
at present under consideration and we shall duly advise you of any plan 
which may be adopted in consequence. 

17. We took into our immediate consideration an improvement 

which was proposed in regulating the charges of pilot- 
I'^fh'^Tur ships coming into or going out of this river, 

and we resolved accordingly to annul the ancient 
custom of calculating the rates upon the burthen of the ships, with a 
limitation of them to a particular she. In lieu of which we directed 
that for the future the rates should be established according to a table 
published for that purpose, and calculated upon the draft of water, 
increasing in the amount according to the proportionate increase of depth, 
which appeared more equitable than the former mode, both for the 
merchant and the pilot. An excess is admitted on foreign ships to pro- 
vide a fund for the widows and orphans of pilots. 


18. Having, from time to time, been under the necessity of grant- 
ing pensions to the pilots of this river, who from length of services or 
any sufficient causes were superannuated or otherwise disabled from further 

service, and no regular establishments having been 
fixed for this purpose, we have settled the amount of 
such pensions to be 75 rupees per month, a/grds of their ordinary pay. 

19. A proposal was made to us by Captain Thomas Forrest to under* 

aSih April ^ survey of the Andaman Islands soon after his 

return from his former expedition. As we had no 
present employment for him at this place we agreed to accept of his 
services in that line and engaged a small vessel, 
* * ‘ which he had purchased for the purpose. He left 

the river in May last. 
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20. We have received the following letters from you by the ships 
of the March fleet. ^ 


General Letter dated 

26th September 

1782. 

Do. 

15th January 

1873. 

Separate do. 

15th do. 

do. 

General Letter dated 

23rd do. 

do. 

Do. 

14th February 

do. 

Do. 

28tli do. 

do. 

Do. 

1st March 

do. 

Do. 

6 th do. 

do. 

From your Secretary 

25th January 

do. 

Do. 

8th February 

do. 

Do. 

15 th do. 

do. 


We have also received your dispatches by the Crocodile frigate, dated 
27th March and ist April. 

21. We beg leave to follow the same method of replying to these 
several letters which we adopted in our last, and shall therefore inform 
you of our proceedings and orders succinctly upon each paragraph. 


General Letter 26th September 1J82 

as. We transmitted a copy of this paragraph to the Commissioners 
p , , of Customs to be enforced by them, and wrote to the 

‘ p 3. Admiral requesting that he would not allow any of 
His Majesty’s ships to come to this port in such a situation as might be 
likely to involve our officers in disputes with the commanders of them, 
by the necessity of carrying your orders into execution. 

23. We have notified this order to the Board of Trade for our own 

proceedings in the execution of your former com- 
aragraph 4. mands, of which this is a repetition. We beg leave 

to refer you to our consultations noted in the margin, but to save you 
Revenue Consulta- the trouble of turning to them we shall briefly 
tion sgth May. recapitulate what has been done in this place. 

! 

24. As the persons whom you have ordered to be deprived of their 
appointments could not be removed until successors should be nominated 
to take charge of their offices and receive from them an account for their 
trusts, we immediately ordered lists to be formed, and laid before us, of 
all the persons not being covenanted servants of the Company who 
held appointments of any kind under this Presidency, and upon the receipt 

of the lists we resolved to remove Messrs. Day, Steele, 
ijgth May. Cobham, Chartres, Donaldson, Robertson, Wilkinson, 

Walker, Collie and Johnson from the offices of Paymasters and Deputy 
Paymasters to different corps of the army; and we appointed covenanted 
servants to succeed to such of their stations as by a new arrangement of 
this Department we thought it indispensably necessary to confirm. 
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25. Under the Salt Department we removed Messrs. Wood, Arch- 
.. , . dekin, Sealy and Worledge who had been Salt Agents, 

2gih May, and Reve- ^^d appointed covenanted servants in their room, 
nue Consultation in But in arranging this Department, as your prohibiioiy 
orders against the employment of any person out of 
the Company’s covenanted service admitted of no exceptions, we thought 
it our duty to insert on our proceedings, and you will be infonued from 
the Revenue Department, of our reasons for continuing the Deputy Salt 
Agents, though none of them were covenanted servants. Practical and 
habitual knowledge are so necessary in some situations to qualify persons 
on whom a particular trust depends for the execution of it that in the 
salt branch, and particularly before the principals had acquired any 
experience in it a removal of the deputies would have thrown the whole 
into confusion and produced a diminution of its revenue, which has already 
improved to an amount exceeding the net yearly produce of 50 lacks of 
rupees. Moreover the nature of the employment of Deputy Salt Agent 
and of some other offices under this Presidency appears to us to be 
such as it would be incompatibly with the general duties of a Company’s 
servant to accept, and would deprive them of the opportunities, which 
they ought to have, of qualifying themselves by progressive experience 
for more extensive employments in the revenue and other branches of the 
service. 

26. The appointments in the Ordnance Department of Commis- 
saries and Deputy Commissaries have been all annulled, and a rule estab- 
lished that such appointments in future shall only be held by the officers 
of artillery. The present conductors of artillery are nevertheless allowed 
to remain in their stations for the reason assigned in the conclusion of 
the preceding paragraph. 

27. Among other appointments that of Mr. Crommelin our Resident 
at Goa came under consideration, but as you had been apprized of it 
so long ago that we expected your next advices would contain your special 
orders for annulling it if you disapproved of our having given it to this 
gentleman, and as from Mr. Cromnielin's respectable character, from the 
station he has held, and his long services to the Company in India, we 
entertained a reasonable hope that you would so far swerve from the rule 
as to confirm him in a place for which he is peculiarly well qualified, we 
resolved to wait, some time at least, for your further orders upon this 
subject, and not to take any immediate measures for his sudden removal. 

28. Neither did we think it within the scope of your intention to 
remove those professional men whom it was necessary 
^^Coinuhation 29th [q employ and whose places could not possibly be sup- 
plied by any of your covenanted servants; we parti- 
cularly mean the Company’s Attorney and other law officers admitted to 
practice in the Supreme Court and retained by the Company. 


29. It also appeared consistent with your intention in the permission 
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given to «5)octor Rowland Jackson to practice his profession in Bengal, 

which was notified to us in your letter of the 4th 
Consultation 29th that he should receive some appointment 

^ . for his attendance on the Company’s servants, which 

he originally did. As you were advised of this that he should continue 
to draw the salary assigned him in recompence for the same, and for the 
duties assigned him of attending the prisoners in the public jail we there- 
fore passed over his appointment without alteration. 

30. We removed Mr. John Ham from the office of Deputy Post- 
master at Patna, and left the duty to be performed by one of the Com- 
pany’s servants at that station. All the other appoint- 

Consultaiion 29th ments of Deputy Postmaster \vere held by Company’s 
servants excepting that at Culpee which, being neither 
an object nor situation for any Company’s servant to be placed in, we 
were under the necessity of allowing it to continue as it was. 

31. The offices of Surveyor of the town of Calcutta, of Clerk to the 
Commissioners of the Police and of Scavenger being held under special 

appointments made by a Bye-Law and independent 
^Consultation 29th q£ Company’s service, and their salaries being 

issued from the produce of the assignments on the 
town we did not think they came within the sense of your order or that 
we could be warranted by it in removing them. 

32. The office of Superintendent of the Police of the town of Cal- 
cutta, being held by Mr. Thomas Motte, would also have come under 
the same difficulty had not the Bye-Law which constituted it received His 
Majesty’s royal disallowance. In this state the subject of that appoint- 
ment came under our consideration, it appeared necessary to publish the 
disallowance without further delay, but at the same time it was equally 
so to substitute some other plan of police for preserving the peace and 
good order of the town, which, as soon as the only check upon them were 
removed, would be exposed to the disturbance of every disorderly person 
who might be encouraged by the hopes of impunity to be riotous. We 
therefore directed the Advocate General to prepare a new rule, ordinance 
and regulation to be passed into a law with the approbation of the 
Supreme Court, and cautioned him to endeavor to divest it, as much as 
the nature and customs of this town would admit of it, from those legal 
objections which he might suppose had subsisted against the confirmation 
of the former. The disallowance was nevertheless published without 
further delay through the channel of the Company’s Attorney, who moved 
the Court for that purpose. 

33. Such a length of time- having been suffered to elapse since the 
date and ever since the receipt of the disallowance before it was published 
we tnmk It both becoming and necessary to account for this delay. 

34. In your letter dated 5th July 1780, which arrived here by the 
Lively on the 27th April 1781, you advised us “that the Bye-Law had 
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received His Majesty's royal disallowance, that the warrant for disallowing 
the same was transmitted on the ship Royal George and attested copies 
thereof on the ships Hillsborough and Mount Steivart, and you promised 
by an early opportunity to state your particular objections to the said 
Bye-Law for our future guidance on that subject.” 

35. The above-named ships composed a part of the convoy which 
^vas captured by the Spanish fleet' in tlie month of August 1780. This 
prevented the arrival of His Majesty’s warrant or the attested copies of 
it by either of the conveyances on which they were sent and for a long 
time afterwards; a duplicate of the warrant was transmitted by the 
Chapman which arrived here on the 13th September 1781. 

36. No period was limited by Charter for the publication of His 
Majesty’s disallowance of any Bye-Law, formed under the Act; we kno^v 
not the objections against that which had been disapproved, and our ex- 
pectation of instructions from you to guide us in framing another to 
supply its place which otherwise might be annulled on the same grounds 
induced us to wait for the information you had promised. We apprehend 
that the multiplicity of other affairs and the common hurry of the busi- 
ness before you prevented your recollection of it, and when we were 
persuaded of this we no longer hesitated to publish it without your 
instructions. 

37. The plan and draft of a new bye-law having been prepared by 
the Advocate General in consequence of our orders, it was passed in 
Council and transmitted immediately to the Company’s Attorney to be 
registered according to law, with the approbation of the Supreme Court, 
.'ind published in the usual manner. 

* 38. We have called for returns of all the covenanted servants and 

monthly writers employed in our different offices, with the allowances 
drawn by each, and shall proceed immediately to take into consideration 
your order respecting the dismission of the latter. At the same time we 
must declare our opinion of the impossibility of keeping up all the volu- 
minous records and accounts in the different offices of this Government, 
the immense labor of which you can in some degree judge of by the bulk 
of our dispatches from hence, without their assistance and liy the means 
and endeavors of your covenanted servants only, were they even more 
numerous than they are and assiduously attentive to their duty. It will 
appear also by turning to the list of Company's servants that only very 
few of those who from their standing in the service could be employed 
in the public offices as assistants, and are arrived in Bengal, are without 
occupation; for this purpose we transmit you a complete list of the Com- 
pany’s servants with their several stations and employments corrected up 
to this time. We beg leave however to remark that similar lists were 
usually forwarded to you every year by the first ship and by the ship 
which carried the annual books and dispatches of this Government. 
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39. We beg leave to inform you that the ship Veteran has not, to 
Paragraph 10. our knowledge, been disposed of at this Presidency, 


Separate General Letter i^th January 

40. The orders contained in the seven first paragraphs of this letter 
are fully replied to in the foregoing information and remarks relative to 
the appointments lately held by non-covenanted servants, and we beg 
leave further to add our full and sincere intention to carry into effect and 
adhere to the rules which you have prescribed, throughout this letter, for 
our observance, as far as it shall be practicable to conform to them. 


General Letter 15th January 

41. The plan for a subscription investment, here alluded to, was 
first formed on the 10th April 1785, but failed in the execution. Copy 

of it with other documents referred to in the small 
Paragraph 2 . letter of the 8th April accompanied it in larger packets 
overland, but were lost between Bussora and Aleppo, 

42. These paragraphs have been sent to the Board of Trade with 
Paragraphs % to 7. whom it will rest to pay attention to them. 


43. We have delivered a copy of this paragraph to the Board of 
Ordnance,' who are particularly enjoined to see the 
certificates regularly sent in for the packet upon the 
dispatch of every ship. 


Paragraph 8. 


44. With a view to carry this order into effect we have directed the 
Agent employed in unloading your ships to obtain lists of all passengers 
p on board of each when they arrive, and to examine 

^ whether they are severally furnished with your licence, 

which he is to report to us with a list of their names; and they will be 
entered on our proceedings. 


45. We have published a copy of this paragraph with a caution to 
those whom it may affect that they do not unwarily enter into connec- 

Paragraph u tions which may make them liable to suffer in their 
fortunes from the execution of the order for sending 
them tp England, as we are determined to enforce it in every instance 
which shall come to our knowledge. 

46. Not being conscious that any prisoners of war have embarked 
at this place on the Company’s ships for China we apprehend that this 

Paragraph 155 paragraph rather alludes to the other Presidencies than 
to Bengal, but the war being now over and all the 
French prisoners sent to Fort St. George, at the request of that Presidency, 
to be delivered up to the Marquis de Bussy or released, none will remain 
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here but the Dutch prisoners, and we only wait for the proper occasion 
and means to dispose of them also. 

47. On the perusal of this paragraph we called for the index to our 
consultations for the last year, which was immediately produced. We 

referred to it particularly and must confess it appeared 
Paragraph 14. formed upon a regular plan. 

We had not time to examine it minutely and therefore cannot speak with 
precision of its accuracy, but we understand from a representation which 
was made to us by our Secretary soon after the departure of the Surprize 
packet, that it was impossible to send home indexes 
with the current proceedings by that and by the 
former dispatch without withholding the drafts of the 
consultations from the assistants who were copying them, which would 
have retarded the dispatches, and as the Board were anxious to send them 
away he was obliged to write a short letter of explanation and apology to 
your Secretary, which we hope would be duly considered. We have a 
reliance on the care and attention of the Sub Secretary, whose province it 
is to form the indexes, that with the knowledge of your wishes he will do 
it to your satisfaction. 

48. Mr. Ellis is arrived here and has been admitted to the station 
Paragraph j6. yoti have been pleased to assign him. 

49. This paragraph we have transmitted to the Board of Trade for 
their observance. As long ago as the 26th August 1782 we desired the 

Board of Trade to cause the goods of each contractor 
awRrap i 7 « l^g packed separately under the immediate inspec- 

tion of himself, or any one of his agents whom he might appoint to attend 
at the warehouse for that purpose, and in the bale note to insert his 
name with that of the fabrick. We have now further desired them to 
mention the price of the goods that you might be able to judge of the 
manufactures and relative qualities of each, and we have also desired them 
to make this specification in the invoices. 


Paragraphs 18 to 24. 


50. These paragraphs shall be duly attended to. 


51. It was formerly the custom of the service to embody cadets on 
their first arrival in a select piquet where they remained till they could 
Paragraphs ss to removed from it in the regular progress of prorao- 

a6. tion, but this was attended with inconveniences. A 

number of young men just arrived and of different dispositions collected 
together from the scantiness of their pay and the distresses consequently 
brought on by the natural extravagancies of youth, frequently fell into 
bad habits and examples which affected their future prospects in the array. 
To obviate the evils which had been experienced the corps was abolished 
and the cadets attached to the different European regiments, where it was 
thought the assistance of their friends would enable them to live with 
greater facility and comfort; but wc have nevertheless found it always 
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necessary and advisable to make them officers as early as possible, being 
the only means of relieving them from want and the concomitant shifts 
which attend it. 


52. By the reduced establishment of officers there are now about 100 
supernumerary ensigns serving under this Presidency; it is with great 

concern therefore we observe the intention you express 
General Stibberts’ of sending 125 cadets to Bengal this season. We hope 

ratification of the peace, which took place 
soon after the date of your letter, would induce you 
to abridge the number of these appointments, but at all events we request 
that you will desist from sending out any more cadets until the comple- 
ment of officers shall be considerably reduced. In the present state of 
it, it is burthensome to the service and distressing to the parties themselves 
who are too often deceived in finding it so. 


53, It may strike your observation that some appointments of cadets 
have been made by us since the date of our last letter, wherein we faith- 
fully promised to desist from making any. We think it therefore necessary 
to explain the nature and cause of these appointments not doubting your 
confirmation of them. The only one created immediately by ourselves 
was Mr. Parry whose peculiar talents and qualifications for an engineer 
officer induced us to attend to the recommendations in his favor and to 
admit him to be an ensign in that corps. With regard to the rest it had 
been usual for the commanding officers of our detachments ' at Bombay 
and Fort St. George when those corps were in want of subalterns and 
could not readily be supplied from Bengal to* admit volunteers, who 
from their connections might be properly introduced to them, and 
subsequently to recommend them, when their services were approved, for 
our appointment of them as cadets. 


54. Mr. Tilfer had been nominated, in this manner, by Colonel 
Pearse, whom we . promised to confirm him if his recommendation should 

be seconded by Sir Eyre Coote, then on his way back 
to the Coast. After Sir Eyre’s death we received a 
further application from Colonel Pearse and thought it incumbent on 
us to confirm Mr. Tilfer, but at the same time repeated and published 

our determination to make no more cadets on any 
account whatever; and we actually rejected two persons 
who had been received as volunteers by Colonel Morgan into his detach- 
ment, and one who had been admitted by General Stuart into Colonel 
Pearse’s detachment. 


55. Indeed this was an improper interference of General Stuart who 
certainly could have no right to appoint a volunteer in the Bengal 
30th Tune Detachment, and it brings forward another, instance 

which we were obliged to complain of to the Govern- 
ment under which he acts, as he had appointed staff officers and taken 
21st July the payment of this corps out of the hands of the 

proper Paymaster, by directing money for their dis- 
bursements to be issued immediately from the Paymaster of the Madrass 
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forces, by which the accounts of our dctachuicnts must liave been thrown 
into confusion. 

56. Our letter of the 5th of April last enclosed an account of the 
supplies which to that time had been sent by us to your Presidency of 
Fort Marlborough. We have had no opportunity 
Paragraph 28. since of completing their indent but shall attend to 
it when the season becomes favorable. 


57. The instance of disobedience in Captain Haldane, here alluded 
to, does not fall under our cognizance. He proceeded to Bombay where 
p he had the misfortune to lose his ship, the Fairjord, 

aragrap s 30 o Cargill who was a passenger with him 

has not made her appearance in Bengal. 


58. On the arrival of every ship the passengers who come out in 

that ship are summoned before us to give an account 
aragrap 32. treatment which they have received from the 

captains, and axe asked what they have respectively paid for their passages. 
Their answers stand recorded in our proceedings, and will be regularly 
pointed out to you. 

59. We transmitted a copy of this paragraph to the Company's 
Attorney with directions to noti^ the contents to the Supreme Court, to 

whom also we sent your packet supposed to contain 
Paragraph 33. Parliament respecting the estates and 

property of Sir Thomas ‘Rumbold and Mr. Perring. You will find in our 
proceedings a copy of the court’s order for registering it. 


Paragraphs 34 to 60. These paragraphs have been referred to the 

37 Sf Paragraphs 41 Revenue Department, whence a reply will be trans- 
milled to you. 

61. We have already had the honor in former advices to acquaint 
you with our resolution to grant no additional rank to officers quitting 
India upon the plea of their departure for England, whatever may be 
the pretensions to our favor from former services or present standing in 
the army. 

62. ' We have published these paragraphs and taken such measures 
as were necessary to procure copies of all surveys and journals which 

Paragraphs 56 to might be of usc for correcting and improving the 
58. navigation of these seas. We shall not fail to transmit 

to you such lights as ^ve may be able, from time to time, to obtain in 
consequence. A copy of Captain Ritchie's journal containing his obser- 
vations on the Bay of Bengal, together with a letter in reply to our requi- 
sition for it and copy of a further letter from him make numbers in the 
packet. In the latter he treats on the nature of the coast to the southward 
of Point Palmiras, and express[es] his decided opinion that the phree 
called the Schedam Rock has no existence. 
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63. As Mr. Barwell’s attornies have not thought proper to recom- 
mence any suit against the Company for the rent of his garden house, and 

as they withdrew the former for want of sufficient 
Paragraph 59. grounds on which to establish it, we conceive that any 
application to them on the part of the Company might open a fresh 
source of litigation; therefore we have thought it prudent to require the 
Advocate General’s opinion on this subject before we take any direct steps 
in pursuance of your orders. 


64. We have transmitted these paragraphs to the Board of Trade, 
and shall inform you, in the sequel of this letter, of 
Paragraphs 60-1. proceedings for supplying you with an investment 

for this season. 

General Letter 2^rd January iy8^ 


65. In reply to your letter of the 23rd January we can only give 
you one general assurance, that proper attention shall be paid to every 
part of its contents. 


General Letters from your Secretary dated 2^tli January 
and 15th February 1^83 


66. Upon the arrival of these letters we immediately caused the 
King’s Proclamation, of a cessation of arms, to be read and published with 
every requisite formality, and circulated copies of it to every station of 
the army and to every subordinate settlement under our jurisdiction, also 
to our Residents at foreign courts. 

General Letter i^lh February iy8} 

67. We beg leave to refer you to our letter from the Searet Depart- 
ment for a reply to yours noted in the margin [above]. 

General Letter 28th February iy8^ 

, 68. In addition to what we have said above respecting the proclama- 
tion of the peace, and in order to complete our reply to this letter, we 
have the honor to acquaint you that, in obedience to your orders, we 
shall give it in instructions to all the captains of your ships, which we 
shall henceforth dispatch "for England to make the best of their way to 
St. Helena, and after staying there a reasonable time to refresh their 
people, to proceed directly to the river Thames.” 


General Letter jst March iy8j 

69. We have before remarked that complete lists of the Company’s 
servants with their several employments annexed have, usually been 
Paragraph 2 forwarded to you by two different ships in each season, 

but we apprehend the accident to the Admiral 
Hughes’s packet and other casualties must have prevented the regular 
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receipt of them. We shall now alter tlie form, as you desire, by enumerat- 
ing all salaries and allowances enjoyed by each person, but it will be 
impossible to prepare a list so arranged and to complete it, now the service 
is so much increased, in time for the present dispatch. 

Paiagiaphs 12 to 70 - We have sent a copy of these paragraphs 

13. with the boxes of musHn, which came in the packets, 

to the Board of Trade for their information and observance. 


71. We ordered the Commissioners of Customs to send a proper 
person on board of the Barwell, immediately on her 
Paragrapii 15. arrival, with instructions to transmit them a regular 
account of all the packages which should be taken out of the ship, that 
they might be landed and examined at the custom house. 


Paragraph 16. 


72. In consequence of your orders in favor of Mr. Wombwell we 
immediately resolved to appoint him Paymaster General to all the troops 
commanded by British officers beyond the river 
Carramnassa, in which station he will apply to the 
Resident at Lucknow for all advance of cash tvhich may be necessary for 
the disbursements of his office, and issue the same through the subordinate 
paymasters to the officers and men who are entitled to receive it. 

General Letter 6th March ijS} 

73. “We received this letter sometime [after] the foregoing and 
immediately transmitted a copy of your orders respecting the charts and 

geographical information, which you require, to 
'aragiap s 1 to 2. Call, our Surveyor General, with particular 

injunctions to prepare them for you as soon as possible, and to send them 
to us that they might be fonvarded by the earliest dispatch. 

74. We have received his reply acquainting us that he has in hand 
an atlas of India which will be divided into 20 sheets and afterwards 
collected into one general chart on a reduced scale, and that it is in a 
sufficient state of forwardness to convey much new and useful information, 
but being still unfinished, and no copy of it made, it is not in a state to 
be sent to England. In order to save the time of conveying it thither 
and to present this work to you as soon as possible Captain Call has 
requested leave to embark for England that he may complete it on board 
of ship, which with close attention he is in hopes of doing in the course 

of the passage. A further motive for this step is the 
th?s present indifferent state of his health, which renders 

a change of air advisable and may impede that close 
application in this climate which 15 necessary to finish his undertaking. 


75. We could not agree to continue Captain Gall's pay and allowances 
to him after his departure, but as his service would have been equally 
employed for the Company's advantage we agreed to recommend him to 
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you to grant them in case he should resolve to go to Europe, 

The amount to salary per month Sicca rupees ... ... 651 

House rent ... ... ... ... ... 400 

He in consequence desired an advance of 8 months’ pay to defray his 
expences, under a promise of refunding the amount if you should not 
approve of iq but we did not think proper to grant the request; and it 
remains in doubt whether he will pursue his intentions of going to England 
or not. 


76. We have signified your orders regarding the forms of military 
returns and papers which you require from that Department to the proper 
officerSj who we expect will prepare them in such a manner for the future 
as to furnish you with all the information you can desire. Lieutenant 
Colonel Kyd, our Military Secretary and Fort Major, for whose official 
exactness we can, from a long experience of his regularity and attention, 
bear testimony, has thought it necessary to address a letter to us in reply 

to the communication of your orders; and we take 
Se^trmber*^^°” the liberty to forward a copy of it in this packet. 

You will see annexed to it a list of all the military 
returns prepared and sent home from his Department since the 30th Sep- 
tember 1777; and a general list of the army with casualties up to the 
1st August will be found in this packet. 

General Letter z'jth March lyS^ 

„ . 77. We have sent copies of these paragraphs to 

X sraffrspiis ^ vto ft. ^ ^ ^ o 

Consultation sgth^ the Civil Paymaster with orders to call on Mr. Bar- 

Septeraber. well’s attornies and to adjust the account with them 

accordingly. 


78. We have likewise sent him a copy of this paragraph and directed 
him to make the demand contained in it upon the 
attornies of Mr. Francis. 


Paragraph 6, 


Paragraph 8. 


79. We have made the correction pointed out 
in this paragraph in the rank of Messrs. Becher. 


80. In our dispatches by the Surprize we had the honor to transmit 

to you a copy of the plan which we had adopted for raising a fund of 

.. . fifty lacks of current rupees by bills of exchange, to 

15th April. , . y j r 

be drawn on you • at the end of this year, at the 

exchange of 2^. id. per current rupee, and payable 365 days after sight 

with a right of option reserved in you to extend the period one, two of 

three years longer on allowing an interest of 5 per cent per annum till 

they should be paid. 

81. This sum was accordingly received and invested in cotton piece 
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goods under the sole direction o£ the Board of Trade, to whom we 
thought proper to leave the uncontrolled management of its appropriation 
in detail. 


82. On a representation from the Board of Trade in favor of the 

provision of a silk investment, in consequence of the 
aoth May. present improved quality of the manufacture and the 

reduced price of its deliyery, we thought the subject 
so essential to your commercial interests that we requested the attend- 
ance of Mr. Dacres, the President of that Board, to assist us with his 
sentiments and experience in deciding the question before us. At length, 
after the most mature deliberation we saw manifold 
^ advantages in allowing a moderate provision of silk 

to be made for the Company. The public filatures would be kept in 
use; all competition among individuals for a preference in obtaining 
them or a suspicion of partiality in bestowing them would be prevented, 
and a certainty established of continuing so valuable a branch of manu- 
facture which under the precarious and distant expectations of an open 
and exclusive trade to individuals might have been neglected by them 
and perhaps have been allowed entirely to drop. 

83. For this and other considerations, tending to the advantage of 
the revenues and the fabrick, we ventured to agree to a deviation from 
the express letter of your commands in admitting a limited investment of 
silk, which we accordingly fixed at fifteen lacks of current rupees, being 
half the amount of last year’s provision. 

84. A further loan was accepted for this service upon the same 
terms as the foregoing; and the bills which we arc to grant for it will be 
dated the 31st of January next. 

85. This sum having been allotted by the Board of Trade to the 
filatures belonging to the Company, under the superintendence of the 
covenanted servants, a petition was presented to that Board, and referred to 
our consideration from Messrs. Croftes, Killican and Close, who had here- 
tofore held contracts for the delivery of silk to the Company by which 
they had been led into considerable expence for erecting private filatures, 
praying that they also might be allowed to contract for a part of the 
present year’s provision. As it was not too late to alter the appropriation 
of the sum allotted for silk, and the amount of the contracts desired by the 
petitioners to keep their filatures at work was not considerable, we agreed 
to allow them to provide half the quantity which they had delivered in 
the last year, [and] admitted of an increase to the silk investment for this 
purpose of current rupees 1,62,400. 

86. Should this business become a subject of your future delibera- 

Consultations igih, solicit your attention to our correspondence 

joih. sGth ^^ay, 30th with the Board of Trade, and therefore note in the 
June. i7ih July. margin the dates of the proceedings in which it is 
recorded. Probably you will find them materially necessary for conveying 
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to you an accurate and complete idea of our respective sentiments upon a 
matter of so much importance to the trade of this country. 

87. In consequence of the publication of your licence for the trade 
of individuals in raw silk to England we have already received one noti- 
fication of a design to make use of it to the extent of two tons. We shall 
give every encouragement in our power to its becoming general, and have 
therefore declared that the property of individuals in silk shall be equally 
exempt from duty on exportation as the Company’s investment. We hope 
that the experiment will be found to answer the motives which suggested 
it, the Company’s future trade in this article we are persuaded will feel 
the good effects of it. 

88. An application having been made to us by Mr. Briganti, one of 
your superintendents of raw silk, desiring to have a piece of ground for 

the purpose of cultivating mulberry plantations and 
Consultation a8th erecting filatures for the manufacture of silk on private 
account, with intention to transfer it through your 
indulgence to England, we have ordered the Committee of Revenue to 
assist him in obtaining the ground which he requires, and to make him a 
grant of it for a certain time and under special reservations. 

8g. Before we quit the subject of raw silk we think it necessary to 
call to your remembrance the case of Mr. Peter Speake, your Resident at 
Jungypore, who, when we considered the proposal of the contractors for 
last year, was unwilling to contract for the fabricks of that filature on 
the terms sicca rupees 8-12 per seer, which were, allowed to other con- 
tractors, but offered and engaged to manufacture silk of the best kind, 
with all possible attention to economy, and to deliver in faithful accounts 
of his expences, trusting to us for such commission as we might after- 
wards deem adequate to his labors and success. On a report from the 

Board of Trade that he had sent down the produce of 
filature, which was of an excellent quality, and 
that it was charged at a rate somewhat inferior to the 
sum offered him, we desired them to make up the difference of that price, 
to be considered as part of any compensation that you might be willing 
to give to him, and we beg leave to recommend his silk to your inspection 
for such further reward as you may think him deserving of, after a com- 
parison of it with the generality of the silk of other contractors, which 
you will receive from hence at the same time. 

90. After hearing of the ratification of the preliminaries of peace 
with the belligerent powers in Europe and America and considering 
the number of your ships already in India, that which might further 
be expected and the disappointments you must already have suffered 
m the dispatch and non-arrival of consignments from hence for two 
years past, which circumstance could not fail to increase the demand 
for Bengal goods, we consulted the Board of Trade on the expediency of 
augmenting the sum for the proposed investment of this year, and upon 
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their concurring with us in this measure, we resolved to open a subscrip- 
tion for a further loan of thirty-five lacks of current rupees, in order to 
complete the sum of the investment to one crore. The above sum has ac- 
cordingly been subscribed on the terms of our publication, and the drafts 
which are to be made upon you for it will be granted the 31st December 
1784, at the same exchange and distance of payment as the present. 

91. This new loan will supply a fund for the silk contracts above- 
mentioned, and excepting this and 3,48,000 current rupees which, at 
the recommendation of the Board of Trade, we allowed to be invested 
in indigo, in order to effect a compromise between them and Mr. Prinsep 
for his claim found on a mortgage deed that the Company should receive 
the implements and stock of the Pulta factory in liquidation of his bond 
for two lacks of rupees, the remainder of the sum will be appropriated 
to the provision of those articles which in your list of investment you 
have enjoined an increase of as being the most profitable in the sale. 

92. We have desired the Board of Trade to relate to you the parti- 

culars of their proceedings regarding the adjustment 
Aug^uir ^ accounts between the Company and Mr. Prinsep 

in the article of his chintz contract, which also involves 
the present contract entered into with him for indigo. 

93. You will observe that the necessities of our own calls for the 
payment of the army and the detachments of it at Surat and Fort St. 
George, besides the heavy drafts made upon us from the latter Presidency, 
all of which came with accumulated weight and urgency at a season of 
the year when the collections were least productive, obliged us to appro- 
priate the sums which were paid into the treasury on account of the 
above loans to the discharge of these several calls; and indeed a very 
small part of the loan was received in cash but almost all by transfers of 
bills due, or orders oiv the treasury unpaid, which were in the possession 
of the parties who had subscribed to the loan. 

94. In either case we were prevented from making the requisite 
advance to the Board of Trade, which they ought to have received at the 
regular periods when the money became due from .the subscribers. To 
avoid the obvious consequence of this evil we punctually granted orders 
on the treasury in favor of the Board of Trade for these several sums 
and empowered their President to issue to the contractors, according as 
their demands should fall due, his notes of assignment on the orders of 
treasury, to be paid off in course with an interest of 8 per cent per 
annum for the interval which might elapse between the period of their 
dates and that of payment. 

95. An application was lately made to us by Mr. Dacres to be paid 

the amount of commission due to him upon coral and 
M^"*'**^***°” diamonds since his arrival at the station of President 

of the Board of Trade, as by the 13th paragraph 
of your instructions to this Government dated 29th March 1774 it is 
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declared to have been your intention and order that the same should be 
given to the person holding that office. An account of the diamonds 
which had been registered as dispatched for England was at the same 
time laid before us. After a proper authentication of this account we 
agreed to grant Mr. Dacres a conditional interest bond for the amount 
of his commission upon it, calculated at the rate of 3 per cent, but subject 
to your final approbation. The bond has been accordingly issued under 
a medium date, that is to say antedated so far as to make it bear a 
proportion to the length of time which the claim lay dormant, and it 
contains a clause by which it is left at your option to annul the whole 
or any part of the bond, provided you shall signify your orders for that 
purpose to us within 18 months after the arrival of this notification of it 
in England. This was a reservation which we thought it necessary to 
make, notwithstanding our opinion of the propriety of the claim, because 
it was the first instance in which it had been preferred to us. 

96. In consequence of a correspondence which we have had with the 
Board of Trade upon the subject of the stores occasionally required from 
their import warehouse for the use of the public services, as they demanded 
an increase of the prices at which they had hitherto invariably delivered 
them to the agents and contractors, we directed the public offices which 
had occasion for stores from England to prepare indents for what they 
might annually require to be sent out to them and in the meantime 
desired the Board of Trade to continue furnishing them as usual, in 
order to prevent the additional expence and inconvenience of altering 
the terms of our agreement with the contractors, or unnecessarily increas- 
ing the commissions of the agents by obliging them to purchase in the 
market. The indents which we have received make numbers in the pre- 
sent packet, and we request that you will order the articles to be provided 
and consigned separately to the several offices which have indented for 
them. 


14th August. 


97. We have received applications from Mr. Bie, the Danish Governor 
of Fredericksnagore, and from the supercargoes of 
several Portuguese ships, now in this river, for liberty 
to export saltpetre on their ships to Europe, urging that the restoration 
of peace now obviates the only objection which had caused an embargo 
to be laid on it. Not having received any orders from you for taking off 
the embargo and being unwilling to do it while so large a quantity of the 
Company’s saltpetre remained upon hand we thought the opportunity a 
good one to dispose of a part of this stock, and therefore' offered to deliver 

as much of it to the Danes and Portuguese, with liberty 
to export it, as they should require for balasting their 
ships at the price which the Company had paid for it, 
and an increase of 10 per cent for wastage and warehouse room. 

98. , In consequence of the general indent for grain, which we have 
received this year from the President and Council at 
Apdl!^” tation 14th and of our publications for proposals 

to supply them at the lowest prices, we have entered 


Consultation 18th 
August. 
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into the following contracts for this purpose, to be fulfilled in the course 
of the approaching fair season, viz.. 


Consultation 14* With Mr. John Fergusson for rice 8,40.000 bags 
April. at sicca rupees 6-13 per bag. 

jyjy With Mr. J. Beatson for 50,000 bags at sicca rupees 

6-13 per bag. 

With the Honourable Robert Lindsay 45,000 bags at 
sicca rupees 6-12 per bag. 


With Mr. W. Wodsworth for Balasore rice 15,000 bags 
at sicca rupees 6 per bag. 


With Mr. W. Bruere for 5,000 bags of wheat, 5,000 bags 
of grain, 2,500 bags of pease, 1,000 bags of colloy [sic] 
isih May. to be delivered at Madras before the monsoon in 

October, at 9-4 per bag. 

With Mr. J. L. Auriol for the like articles at the same 
price. 


99. Mr. R. W. Wood, who had been prevented from compleating his 
contract for the dispatch of rice to Madras in February last, on account 

of the French ships then in the Bay, was, at his parti* 
cular desire, released from his obligation after we had 
^ * ' accepted the first of the above proposals. This was 

also a saving to the Company as the rate stipulated with him was 7 sicca 
rupees per bag for rice laden and dispatched from this river at the Com- 
pany’s risk. 

100. As Mr. Wood obtained his contract not in consequence of pub- 
lic proposals but by means of a private ofter which we deemed reasonable 
and accepted, we must remark that his desire of being released from it 
affords a strong proof that such contracts have not been granted to serve 
individuals but entered into solely with a view to the advantages of the 
public. 


101. We have advised you of the endeavours we used and the success 
we met with in establishing through the channel of Gopaul Doss, the 
principal shroff of Benares, houses at Massulipatam and Fort St. George, 
also intermediate agencies at Cuttack, Naugpore, Aurangabad and Hydera- 
bad, for the purpose of securing a remittance at all times for the service 
of the army in the Carnatic; and the shroff agreed to make them com- 
petent to the negotiation of 5 lacks of rupees per month if .required. 

102. As his agents have experienced so many obstructions in their 
business from the dilatoriness of the mint at Massulipatam, and the refusal 
of the Council there to receive the payments tendered at the current and 
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circulating rates of exchange, and as objections were made both by the 
President and Council at Fort St. George and by their subordinate servants 
at Massulipatam to the plan which had with so much difficulty and at a 
considerable expence to the parties been carried into execution, we desired 
the shroff to relinquish his booties or houses and to withdraw his agents. 
But in justification of the measure and of our subsequent proceedings it is 
proper we shall now explain to you the cause which suggested it, and the 
utility which has been experienced from it. 

103. The necessity which existed for a constant and ample remit- 
tance of funds from this place to support the pressing and indispensible 
calls of the Government of Fort St. George is a circumstance of public 
notoriety, and strenuously urged in all the letters from that Government. 
The seasons from March to August and from September to December are 
so unfavourable to the dispatch of vessels that the passage is always tedious 
and hazardous between those months, consequently the risk of conveying 
treasure by sea was proportionally great and the object was often not to 
be accomplished. 


104. To provide for a certain and safe remittance during those inter- 
vals we thought of establishing a channel by bills of exchange, similar 
to that which had long prevailed in our intercourse with Bombay and 
Surat, but it was never intended to make use of this channel except in 
those periods when the communication was not open or safe by sea. 

105. The increased danger in the Bay, proceeding from the great 
number of the enemy’s ships which were scattered over it, and at one 
time the total suspension of the trade of this port from the terror of 
their cruizers stationed at the mouth of the river, made it impracticable to 
dispatch treasure by sea but with an equal chance of throwing these 
supplies into the hands of the enemy, which were intended and absolutely 
requisite for our own occasions. 


106, In this situation of affairs we have made the following remit- 
tances by bills to Fort St. George and Massulipatam: 


To Fort St. George 
In 1782 
In 1783 


sicca rupees 60,339 
do. do. 3,30,100 


To Massulipatam 
In 1783 
In 1783 


3,80,439 


i5.45>500 

3,09,100 

18,54,600 


Sicca rupees 33,35,039 


107. In the commencement of this business the shroff was obliged to 
use t e simple and only expedient of sending bullion by land to answer 
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his drafts when they became due, which could not be transported with* 
out great risk and expence, he necessarily therefore required a suitable 
rate of exchange to indemnify him for these deductions, and ten per cent 
was allowed but we then expected that the first difficulties w'ould by 
degrees be surmounted and the actual charges in time rendered more 
certain and easy; for these reasons the agreement was made only for 
six months certain, it was not intended to obtain any present profit to 
the Company but to lead to the establishment of a future and lasting 
benefit, any computation made on the original exchange ivas therefore 
unfair yet the Chief and Council at Massulipatam in their remarks upon 
the measure make this the criterion for judging of the disadvantages of 
it, however, even at this rate it is more profitable than the remittance of 
bullion, viz., 


Freight on bullion to Madras at 3 per cent ... ... 3 

War insurance ... ... ... ... 8 

Charges of recoinage ... ... ... ... 2 

>3 

Premium of exchange on bills ... ... ... 10 

Difference per cent 3 


108. The Chief and Council at Massulipatam complained to us of 
the tardy payments which had been made on account 
ConsuUation 1st qJ shroffs bills, of the unreasonable monopoly 
■ which the shroff's agent desired to take in the article 

of coinage in consequence of the privilege granted him of a preference 
in their mint, and of unreasonable advantages also claimed by him in 
the exchange of every species of currency which he tendered in payment 
of his bills. When we called upon the principal Agent to answer these 
complaints he totally removed the prejudice conveyed 
A^nsiiUation sSih them. He confessed that he had laid claim to the 
exclusive services of the mint because the utmost efforts 
of that office were inadequate to the coinage of his own bullion, and until 
that operation was performed the Chief and Council refused to receive it 
in payment of his bills, which consequently made them the authors of any 
delay originating from that ca.use; and that it was evidently the intention of 
the shroff to be more than punctual in his payments is evinced by his hav- 
ing solicited an interest account to be opened, in whidi he might be credit- 
ed for interest on ante payment and debited for interest or [on] post pay- 
ments. To obviate this complaint however he desired that his bullion might 
be received at its intrinsic value, to be proved by an assay of the mint with 
the deduction of a reasonable allowance for the charge of recoinage, and 
that he might be allowed credit immediately for the amount, by which 
mode his concern in the speedy coinage of it would be removed and they 
might perform that operation at their own convenience, and admit others 
to a participation of the labors of the mint if they thought proper. With 
respect to any advantage in the exchange he said he desired nothing more 
than an equitable rate for the gold, which he had delivered in payment. 
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to be regulated by the luediimi rate of its actual currency, either at the 
time of payment or during le months preceding it, but would not agree 
that it should not [s/c] be taken at an arbitrary and nominal valuation 
under the denomination of its being the Company’s exchange. 


109. We transmitted a copy of this representation to the Chief and 
Council at Massulipatarn with a retpiesi that they would adjust the 

accounts of the shroff in any manner which might be 
^ ConsuUaijoti aSih ^ equitable, and if, from the experience they had of the 
April. ** ' * undertaking, they judged it more advantageous to 

drop than to prt)sccute it we desired to know their 
real sentiments that we might order the shrolf to wiilulraw his agents and 
consider what indemnification he might have ;i right to expect for the 
charges we had obliged him to inctn*. In their reply they referred ns 
to their former letters, and as we understood that the accounts of the 
shroff remained still unadjusted, and no part t)f his drafts eitlier cancelled 
or delivered up to him, we thought it in v.iin to j)ersevere in supporting 
a plan which met with so much opposition from the very ([uarter which 
alone benefiied by its establishment: we thereftne resolved to withdraw it. 


110. Scarcelv 

4 

August iSih. 


had we passed this resolution before wc received a 
letter from the Chief and Council at Ma.ssulipatam 
informing us they had determined (“that no impedi- 


ment should be thrown in the wav of the continuance of these remittances 


which are so much wanted at Madra.s, and that the 
Consultation 15th soucars should not complain even though the Com- 

^^L.cVicr^7th August must suffer a loss by their wished for mode of 

adjustment’’) to comply with the retpiisition of the 
gomasta, and accordingly directed the gg.ooo Madras l)agodas paid in by 
them to be regulated at the current price of rupees at the time of pay- 
ment, agreable to his wishes. And the President and Select Committee 


at Madras inform us, nearly about the same time, that 
Secret Consuliaiion “the remittances by bill, which they understood we 
'^LctfeT'^^Td^-lugust meant should equal 5 lacks of rupees per month, have 

not equalled from the first remittance to that time 15^ 
lacks of rupees, which would be little more than one lack of rupees per 
month.” 


111. Since wc have received these letters we have consulted the Chief 
Agent here to know whether he is willing to allow his coolees to remain 
notwithstanding our orders for withdrawing them, and being informed 
that he has no objection if the views of this Government can be promoted 
by it, we shall direct him to continue them some time longer. Neverthe- 
less we cannot take upon us to say whether it will yet answer — this must 
depend on a variety of circumstances and essentially upon the endeavours 
of each Presidency to encourage it. If upon every trivial occasion the 
agents are vexatiously used and thwarted they must naturally be dis- 
inclined to give their endeavours for the promotion of the plan and it 
must fail of success. We speak not so much of those strict claims which 
the Company’s servants might perhaps be warranted in making upon the 
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shroffs as of those personal attentions and marks of kindness which arc 
especially necessary in the beginning to induce the persons on whom the 
execution of any considerable undertaking depends to labor chearfully 
in the execution of it. 

113 . The Governor General begs leave to declare that he has warmly 
interested himself in planning and setting it on foot, by sending for the 
Chief Agent in Calcutta and giving up many hours of his time in discus- 
sing with him the relative connection and the intercourse of places and 
their geographical situation. 

113. If you will be pleased to consult the map you will perceive 
that a line of banking houses through such an extent of country could not 
be established without time and difficulty, and that merchants with timid 
minds would never hazard the attempt. Indeed the Governor General 
is convinced that nothing less than his own sollicitude about it and the 
reliance of the shroff on the united support of the Company’s Govern- 
ments could have prevailed with him to enter into it. 

114. You will probably receive a letter containing very severe 
reproaches against us from the President and Council at Fort St. George 
for having been the means of withholding from their power and use 
remittances in specie to the amount of ten lacks of rupees, which we 
dispatched by the Resolution and San Carlos under consignment to the 
late Sir Eyre Coote. We shall therefore state the circumstances of this 
transaction. 

115. While the late General Sir Eyre Coote was in command of the 
army upon the Coast, and removed to a distance from Fort St. George, 
we thought it might conduce to a speedy recomage of the specie sent 
thither to alter the consignment of it, which till that time had been made 
directly to him for the service of the army, and trusting in the Govern- 
ment of Fort St, George to appropriate it exclusively to the same use we 
resolved to consign it in future to them. 

116. In the monili of July 1782, some time previous to Sir Eyre 
Coote’s return to Bengal, the army being then greatly in arrears and 
unable to march to effect the relief of Vellour without an immediate 
supply of money, which it was out of the power of the Government to 
advance or procure, Sir Eyre Coote, on his own personal security, borrowed 
the sum of one lack of pagodas from the Admiral for the purpose, and 

with it effected the service required. He advised us 
Secret Consultation immediately of this loan and of the obligations which 
he had entered into that it should be discharged out 
of the first remittance from Bengal. 

117. We shortly after dispatched a supply of 6 lacks of rupees in 
treasure by the Active, and in order to enable the General to repay the 
amount of his bond we gave him an express power for that purpose, 
desiring the President and Council to hold the remittance exclusively at 
his command. 
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n8. It happened that the very indifferent state of the General's 
health obliged him to quit Madras before the arrival of the above treasure 
or of our letters which advised him of it. He nevertheless gave the 
Admiral a confirmation of the assurances he had made to him; and our 
letter to Sir Eyre Coote was in course received by his secretary after his 
departure from Madras, and communicated to Lord Macartney as author- 
ity for him to order the repayment of the Admiral’s loan. His Lordship 
however did not receive it as authority, because our letter to that Govern- 
ment did not express an order for it in terms, and this remittance was 
otherwise appropriated. 

119. No donbt Sir Eyre Coote, whose feelings were by his indisposi- 
tion and former differences with the Government at Madras rendered 
uncommonly acute and iiTitable, was hurt by this stain cast upon his 
credit, but as the. Admiral, knowing the cause of it, had written to him, 
in consequence that he was not immediately in want of payment, and 
proceeded afterwards with the fleet to Bombay, we thought it would be 
early enough to provide for this claim upon the General’s return to 
resume the command of the army in the Carnatic, which at our solicitation 
he agreed to do as soon as the state of his health would permit him. But 
to avoid a future disappointment he desired to possess the only means of 
commanding the certain liquidation of his bond to the Admiral by having 
the treasure consigned to him as before, we therefore resolved immediately 
to consign these supplies to Sir Eyre Coote. 


120. We must confess that we were aware of the precarious state of 
health in which the General embarked on this service, but we could not 
without wounding his feelings have proposed any alternative for the 
delivery of the treasure in the event of his death, especially as we ourselves 
had been solely instrumental in pressing him to such a resolution. 


151. The event of his death unfortunately happened. The treasure 
was in consequence lodged in charge of Colonel Owen, a gentleman of 
his family; and the Admiral made an early claim for the reimbursement 
of his loan. Colonel Owen offered to deliver up the treasure to the Presi- 
dent and Council at Fort St. George burthened with the condition of the 

bond, but they did not chuse to receive it on those 
terms; the money therefore remained with Colonel 
Owen who wrote by an express dispatch to us for our 
orders concerning the disposal of it. We instantly ordered him to deliver 
it up to the Government of Fort St. George, and directed them to discharge 
the AdrairaPs demand. 


Secret Committee 
7 th May. 


155. In the meantime the San Carlos arrived at Madrass with the 
second consignment which, in like manner with the 
7th^^ay, firsts ^^s delivered into the charge of Colonel Owen. 

Public Consulta- His correspondence with the Government of Fort 
tions 26th May, 3rd St. George concerning it will be seen both in their 

records and ours, but the issue was that they acquiesc- 
ed in his desire to pay off the General’s bond, which was accordingly done 
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and the residue delivered up to the Company’s treasury at Madras. 


123. Admiral Six Edward Hughes having thought proper to reject 
every supply which we have tendered to him for the use of the fleet 
under his command we deem it necessary to inform you fully of our 
proceedings on this subject. 

124. In consequence of the 18th, 22nd, 23rd and 24th clauses of the 
Act of the Parliament of the 21st year of the present reign, entitled “An 

Act for Establishing an agreement with the United 
Consultation a8th Company” etc., whereby it is enacted that “from and 
CIO er 17 2. until peace shall be 

restored with France, Spain and Holland the said United Company shall 
provide and supply all the victualling to be delivered in the East Indies 
necessary for His Majesty’s ships and vessels etc., and also for all the sick 
and hurt seamen belonging to such ships” etc. 

125. We on the 28th October 1782 appointed Mr. Stephen Sulivan 
to the post of Agent for furnishing all such supplies as could be procured 
in these provinces, under whatever rules, orders and regulations might 
be framed by the persons authorized thereunto in the 24th clause of the 
said Act, and directed him to comply with all requisitions from the 
Admiral for stores of any kind procurable here. Of this we gave imme- 
diate information to the Admiral who was then gone with the whole fleet 
to Bombay. 

126. Although we had no instructions from you, at this time, for 
our conduct, but proceeded only on the grounds prescribed by the Act of 

Parliament, we afterwards received your commands of 
Consultations 18th the i8th June and 12th July 1782, directing us to 
February, GUi March, comply fully with the said Act. Upon which we again 
wrote to the Admiral advising him of the purport of 
your orders, and repeating our intentions of fulfilling the provision of 
the Act, for which purpose we desired him “to favor us with timely notice 
of any articles he should want from this place, that we might be able to 
furnish them at the instant he had oa:asion for them”. And observing 
by a letter which he had witten from Bombay to the President and Coun- 
cil at Fort St. George that he desired their assistance for enabling the 
correspondents of the Victualling Agent to take as large a quantity of 
biscuit as possible, w’e ordered 12,000 bags, provided by Mr. Sulivan, to 
be sent immediately to Fort St. George for the use of the fleet. 

127. On the 10th of April the Admiral acknowledged the receipt of 
our first letter, [and] informed us that “the Presidency of Bombay on his 

requisition to them for fulfilling the terms of the Act 
declared their inability to perform it and declined the 
task,” and that he intended to make a similar appli- 
cation to the Presidency of Madras, of which he enclosed a copy, seeming 
to expect his supplies entirely through their means if furnished at the 
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Company’s exj)cncc, ami ihai uc should consign any ihai. wc should 
provide to that Presidency 10 he delivered by them. On which occasion 
lie used the following words, “ihe oidy application I could or can make, 
with any propriety to my rank of station, to Mr. Sulivan is to desire he 
will send all the naval stores he can possibly procure at ( Calcutta to the 
President and Council at Matlras, because I know more of these stores 
will be wanted than that Presidency can possibly furnish. With respect 
to the provisions, if that Presidency undertakes the victualling of His 
Majesty’s squadron, they will need and no doubt ask your assistance." His 
letter then proceeds to explain the duties of the Agent Vicinaller and Naval 
Storekeeper, and declare that those oliices were annnlleil by the -Vet; in 
consequence of which the Ca)mpany's agents ought to stand in their place. 

128. In answer to this letter we transmitted to the Admiral a list 

Consultation tsi prepared by our Agent of such articles of stores as 

May. were procurable here, and remarketl that we should 

have been better pleased had he resolved to make his application directly 
to us for them, instead of desiring us to furnish them through the channel 
of Fort St. George. 

129. A few days afterwards we received a further letter from the 
Admiral, in consequence of ours of the Gth of March, wherein he men- 
tions that before the receipt of it, not chnsing to trust 

Secret Consultation ilic existance of more than 10,000 men and 30 of His 
Letter '■’nth Anr’i i'^btjcsty's ships and vcsscls to the prccarious supplies 
of Mr. Sulivan, he had ordered the former Agent 
Victualler to provide and keep in readiness four months’ provisions of all 
species against the end of June, and (i months’ more against the end of 
September. And he recommended it to us to appoint proper officers at 
the several ports where he might go, to undertake and begin the victual- 
ling, storing etc., of the squadron by the ist January next, or sooner if 
possible, when he would direct the remains of His Majes.ty’s provisions 
and stores to be delivered over to them. 

130. It is worthy of remark in this place that the orders given by 
the Admiral to his own Agent Victualler for providing a supply of lo 
months’ provisions were antecedent to his letter of the 29th April, and 
that on the 10th of the same month, being only 19 clays before, he ex- 
pressed to us his disposition to give his best assistance towards carrying 
the Act into execution. It appears also that after the offer we had made 
to furnish him with supplies to any extent which he might require, he 
is not warranted in stiling our supplies ‘‘precarious.’' 

131. After this we thought it necessary to be more explicit in declai'- 
ing our constructions of the' Act and our intentions to fulfill the spirit of 

it accordingly, therefore we replied to the Admiral 
recapitulating the steps we had taken, and declaring 
that his last letter left us entirely at a loss how to 
proceed in this business.. It contained a virtual rejection of the biscuit 
we had promised to send him and required an arrangement which was at 
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the same lime difficult, distant, expensive, uncertain, and ^ve thought no 
wise necessary. We therefore observed that “it would not be possible to 
make an indefinite provision for so remote a period, and we must there- 
fore request that he would be pleased to send us specific indents for such 
articles as he might require, mentioning the time when they would be 
wanted and the places where they should be delivered.” We further 
added “that in our idea, the duty of our Agent would be discharged upon 
delivery of such stores to the person whom he might appoint for the 
receipt and distribution of them.” 


132. We must confess we were astonished to find in the Admiral's 
reply to this letter a charge insinuated against us of “an attempt to ruin 
the companies of the several ships by holding up to 
3oih June, him, as the Commander in Chief of His Majesty’s 

2 th'^7ul squadron, partial supplies of bread and other articles”. 

This contained a reflection of so criminal a nature 
that, however destitute of foundation in fact, and repugnant to the eager- 
ness with which we had seized the few occasions presented to us of aiding 
the operations of the fleet, we could not avoid expressing our sense of 
it to him in such terras as we thought the occasion required, and at the 
same time retorting it upon the Agent whom, as above- 
i8ih*^^Au mentioned he informed us, he had ordered to lay in 

® a full supply of four months’ provisions from the end 

of June, and of 6 months’ more from the end of September, as the 
present letter gave sufficient ground for it, by declaring that 10,000 
brave men, who had fought with him for their country, were actually 
starved. And we must further observe to you that the biscuit and 
rum, which we had ordered to be sent to Madras for the use of the 
fleet, were regularly tendered to the Admiral on their arrival at that 
place by the President and Council, but refused by him without 
examining their quality, which on their original pro- 
Consuliation 15th vision had been reported to us good. And without 
Madras reason but because (as we presume) they 

23rd August. were partial supplies, yet declaring that His Majesty’s 

squadron must not be left to chance he wrote in these 
words “that the attempt to victual so great a number of His Majesty’s 
ships and vessels, by our resident Agent at Calcutta, was too ridiculous to 
be attended to.” At the same time it is worthy of remark that his own 
resident Agent at Calcutta is the person who to this time furnished the 
greatest part of the provisions required to victual this numerous squadron, 
and it is proper also to mention that the rum, above-mentioned, was the 
same that this Agent had declined to receive from us for want of authority 
from the Admiral, as will be staled in the sequel of this letter. 

133. A complaint was made to us by Sir Edward Hughes against 
our Agent for having addressed a letter to him threatening him with a 
prosecution for declining to receive the provisions 
stores requisite for the supply of the fleet 
through his agency, but taking means to furnish them 
by a different channel independant of the Company and of their repre* 
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sentatives. The Agent had written the letter, complained of by the 
Admiral, without the knowledge of the Board; he informed us that he 
had received a letter from Sir Edward Hughes in return to his own 
referring him to his public advices to us, for an answer of which he 
therefore desired to be allowed a copy. We authorized a copy to be 
delivered to him accordingly and he in justification of the letter com- 
plained of sent in copies of opinions of counsel Avhom 
Consultation 14th consulted upon the exclusive right of furnish- 

' ing the articles required by the fleet from these 

provinces under the Act of Parliament, and upon the justice of any claim 
which he might make on the Admiral, as involved in it, for refusing to 
employ him. One of these opinions was taken after the receipt of the 
Admiral’s complaint, but both are clearly in favor of the Agent’s right and 
the first had stimulated him to dictate the letter in question. 

134. On a subject of so much importance as the supply of His 
Majesty’s ships in India with stores and provisions we have thought it 
necessary to give you a particular detail of our proceedings, but for your 
fuller information, if that should be necessary, we must request that you 
will be pleased to give your attention to the references which we have 
made in the margin to our proceedings as they occurred. 

135. The Agent whom we had appointed for this service, and whose 
allowances and advantages we left to be determined by the rule which 

might be prescribed by those to whom the Act refers 
4th and 7th August. arrangement of this business, being thus 

destitute of employment, and having given up the office of Judge Advocate 
General for the sake of this appointment, petitioned us for some compen- 
sation for his disappointment equivalent to what he had relinquished, 
which he stated at 2,000 rupees per month. To prevent his suffering by 
an exchange which was intended to be beneficial to him, we have agreed 
to make him this allowance from the date of his appointment until some 
certain regulation be fixed for its reward, he having entered into an 
obligation to refund this allowance, if disapproved of by your Honorable 
Court. 


136. The Admiral has at different times written to us for supplies 
of gunpowder, and a short time before his last engagement with Monsieur 
June 23rd. Suffrein he applied for 2,000 barrels; which quantity, 

as His Majesty’s transports sent here by the Admiral 
were unable to convey any part of it, we have dispatched to Fort St. 
j. - George by the Britannia snow, as well for the service 

eptem er. land forces there as for the exigencies of the 

fleet. 


i 37 ' ft is proper to mention that the Admiral having recommended 
Mr. R. Nowland, whom he sent here as Agent for providing articles for 
the^ use of the fleet at this place previous to our appointment of Mr. 
Sulivan, the Governor General gave him early personal assurances on 
which he might rely for the support and assistance of our Government 
in every instance which could tend to facilitate the execution of his 
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trust, tie still continued to act after Mr. Sulivan’s appointment, and 
having represented to us that the delays wln’ch he had suflered not receiv- 
ing the amount o£ bills drawn in his favor from Madras, though long due, 
prevented him from purchasing the necessary supplies for the fleet; not- 
withstanding his situation was common with that of others who had bills 
. on us to a very considerable amount from the same 

^ ' place, we ordered an immediate advance to be made 

to him out of our first receipts, and a preference to be given, in future, 
to his bills that so essential a branch of the public service might not 
suffer by a delay of payment from us. 


138. To the Agent we made a tender of the ruin originally pur- 
chased for the fleet before it was sent to Madras, and of the residue of 
the salt provisions which had been delivered by Mr. Touchet, in conse- 
quence of the contract with him, and which had not been dispatched to 
. Madras because that Government desired we would 

desist from sending them any more; but both were 
refused by the Agent under the plea of want of instructions and authority 
from the Admiral, and we had no alternative for the disposal of the latter 
but to sell them. 


139. ^Ve have received through the channel of the President and 
Council of Fort St. George three commissions from the Court of Admiralty 

■ in England addressed to the Mayor and Aldermen of 
May i2Ui. town of Calcutta, empowering them to examine 

and send home evidence for the condemnation of prizes captured from 
the enemy by sea. We sent these documents immediately to the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. As the war is at an end it is in a manner rendered 
unnecessary to remark that had it continued they could not have been 
of any essential use here, because the Mayor’s Court in Calcutta has had 
no existance since the year 1774. 

140. Having, at the solicitation of the merchants and commanders 
of ships of this port, established a Bye-Law for forming a registry office of 
lascars and native seamen, and for regulating that branch of the police, 
we enclosed a copy of it by this packet according to Act of Parliament. 


141. In consequence of the opinion of our Committee of Revenue 
we have agreed to allow Mr. Tirretta to erect a public market place on 
ground which he had purchased, consisting of 
three different divisions for the sale of the different 
necessaries of life, that is to say meat, fish and greens. He is to pay to 
Government, on a lease of the same, for 5 years the usual rent of the 
bxizars lately established there, being 500 rupees per annum for each 
division. 


142. We had the honor to inform you, by the Surprize, of the 
notification given to Mr.' Prinsep of your orders, and requiring his 
surrender of the grant which he possessed of copper 
mines in Rotas and of the copper mint. For his reply 
we beg leave to refer you to our records. It appears 
that the terra during which the Company retained the right of annulling 


t4lli April. 
7ih July. 
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his grant was elapsed, and that the deed was consequently irrevocable; 
he was nevertheless willing to submit his situation to the consideration 
and justice of the Board, but begged to be allowed to coin the balance 
of his copper on hand, and to be granted orders to the Chiefs of Patna 
and Bogglipore to receive his coin, lying in balance at those places, for 

the Company’s account. We complied wiUi this last 
July 7th. request but forbid his stamping any more coin, and 

ordered him to deliver up his dyes to the Sub Treasurer. And to prevent 
his suffering a loss by any copper which he might have remaining un- 
coined we allowed him to return it as he received it into the Company’s 
stores. 

143. We have received a letter from Colonel Watson containing 

final proposals for the completion of his docks, and 
i-lth August. estimating his claims upon the Company for compen- 

sation of his losses at the sum of £2,00,000 sterling. We have yet made 
no reply to this letter but beg leave to point it out for your information. 

144. On the 17th of April last we received an account of the death 

of the Nabob Rohuldeen Plussein Cawn at Purnea, 
17th Apnl. consequently the pension enjoyed by him of 60,000 

rupees per annum reverted to the Company. 

145. From the circumscribed and distressed condition of the Nabob 
Mahomed Reza Cawn*s finances, which were insufficient to support the 
state which he had been accustomed to live in, and to maintain the 
numerous train of dependants subsisting at his expence, we- took into 
consideration a motion made for adding this sum to his stipend, or settling 
it, in equal proportions, upon his two sons. And having referred to your 
several orders, regarding Mahomed Reza Cawn, we thought it consistant 
with the intention you had expressed in his favor to grant this addition 
to his income, especially as it would only raise it to the sum of 3 lacks of 
rupees per annum, at which it originally stood on his restoration to 

the office of Naib Suba. We therefore resolved to 
28th April. allow it to him or his sons to be paid to them in 

equal proportions at his own choice. 


146. By the letters which we have received from Lucknow we find 
great apprehensions prevail of an approaching famine in the Nabob's 
districts.^ A scarcity of grain has already been severely felt in all the 
western countries towards Delhi, and from the uncommon draught of the 
season to the northward of Calcutta the crops upon the ground have been 
scorched and nearly destroyed. This evil has been less felt as it reached 
to the southward where the grain is chiefly produced, and the season of 
the periodical rains not being entirely over we have yet hopes that a fall 
of water may come in time to prevent the total loss of the present harvest. 

29th September guard against the effects of scarcity as much as 

^ possible in the other countries we have taken off all 

duties upon the exportation of grain to those parts. 

31 ; 
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147. Previous to the receipt of the proclamation of peace with France 
we had granted passports to two French officers to proceed to the coast of 

Corramandel upon their paroles, and a proposal was 
21st July. suggested of transporting all the French prisoners 

to Fort St. George, agreeable to the desire of Colonel Savornier, the chief 
officer here, who promised to become security for the neutrality of the 
men. Very few days after we received authentic accounts of the peace, 
accompanied by a request from, the President and Council at Fort St. 
George that the prisoners might be sent thither forthwith to be exchanged 
or delivered up to the Commander in Chief of the French forces. We 
consequently annulled the above passports in order to 
nth August. place all the French officers upon the same footing, 

and invited proposals to transport them with the men to Madras. Having 
fixed the rates with the owners of such ships as would receive them at the 
lowest terms offered, we have already sent away 
15th September. several and the remainder are now' embarking on a 
large ship for Madras. 

148. Having kept our proceedings separate upon all business which 
respected the Dutch we shall also address you a separate letter upon that 
subject by this opportunity, as we have matters of some importance to 
treat upon*. 

149. Having ordered the several annuities granied upon the plan 

published for raising that fund which you disapproved 
Th of. to be redeemed on the igih March last, the pro- 

prietors will receive payment accordingly upon certi- 
ficates being produced that they were living on that day. And we have 
drawn on you in favor of those who are in England for the income due 
up to that time and payable on the like condition. 

150. You will likewise find that we have drawn bills of exchange 

upon you, in conformity to our resolution of the 15th 
November 1782, in favor of the widow of the late 
Mr. John Stuart, formerly Secretary to this Govern- 
ment, for the sum of current rupees 23,933-8-0 which w’e have been 
1st May 1783 induced to grant from the motives assigned in our 
proceedings, and we hope you will be pleased to 

honor them. 


151. The executors of the late Mr. Charles Pipon, who had held 
the office of Deputy Paymaster to the 2nd Brigade, having consented to 
P^y the principal of his debt to the Company, beiner 

Au^st!" current rupees [. .], and finding by the 

opinion of the Advocate General, whom we consulted, 
that any claim for interest upon an open account was not likely to be 
successfully prosecuted we agreed to accept the same in full liquidation 
of his balance. 


152. You will see upon our consultations a correspondence which 
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has passed with the acting executor of Mr. Robert Burgh, late Paymaster 

of the and Brigade, respecting the various claims of 
Consultations 17111 the Company upon his estate. Such of these as were 
2^st’ Alienist admitted by the executor, amounting to current 

® rupees 1,01,986-6-6, the Military Paymaster General 

has positively required payment of immediately. The rest are submitted 
to arbitration, in which Mr. William Bushby has been appointed arbitrator 
on the part of the Company and Mr. David Killican on behalf of the 
estate. 


153. In our last letter having promised to send you a report of the 
state of the new road from Benares we have the honor to enclose a copy 

of Captain Rankin’s account of it. On the receipt of 
May which we called upon Major James Crawford, who 

had repeatedly marched upon it a considerable dis- 
tance with his regiment and guns, for his unbiassed opinion of its condi- 
Consuhaiion 30th tioii and probable utility. We transmit you a copy 
of his reply to which we intreat your attention. 

154. Having ordered a relief of the army to take place in the present 
cold season, we mean that the Brigade from Caivnpore shall march down 
to the Presidency by this road, when ive shall be able to ascertain more 
generally the sense which the officers may entertain of it, and establish 
on a more solid foundation the experience of its advantages. 


Consultation s^th 
May. 


155. Before we received any information of the peace we had sold off 
the horses belonging to the regiments of cavalry, which 
had been broken by the draft of 300 of the best horses 
for mounting Sir John Burgoyne’s corps of light 
dragoons at Madras, and we formed the Moguls belonging to them, who 
were willing to enter the service as infantry, into a separate company. 
We had likewise reduced the staff of Colonel Pearse’s detachment and 
entrusted to Colonel Charles Morgan the charge of making every possible 

retrenchment of the weighty disbursements of the 
detachment, which he has done with the desired suc- 
cess. We have further transmitted him the sentiments 
of the Commander in Chief on the subject for his guid- 
ance and directed him, when he shall set out on his 
return to this Presidency, to leave his heavy artillery 
at Surat and to discharge the sepoys enlisted on that side of India -uffiosc 
natural residence is there. 


Colonel Morgan’s 
letter. 

21st August. 

12th May. 


156. In consequence of the proclamation of peace we thought it 
proper to consult the Commander in Chief, without loss of time on the 
, j most eligible means of making further reductions in 

■ ^ the heavy military expences of this Presidency, and 

upon General Stibbert’s opinion and recommendation we ordered the 
regiments of sepoys throughout the provinces to be reduced from 1060 to 
780 rank and file each, we forbid the promotion of native officers, put an 
entire stop to the recruiting service for the native corps and dissolved the 
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establishment which was maintained at Bejygur for that purpose. Yet 
as we thought Bejygur too important a post to be abandoned, because it 
could so easily be defended, we ordered that it should be garrisoned 
by a small detachment from Chunar. 

157. We at the same time and in conformity to the General’s opinion 

^ , . gave such orders as we thought necessary for the general 

^ reduction of the staff of the array. A particular list 

of which will be found in our consultation noted in the margin. 

158. We have also made a reduction of the corps of militia sepoys 
See Revenue Con- which had been entertained for the service of the 

suUations. collections. 

159. The Commander in Chief has proposed to us an alteration in 


23rd September. 


the establishment of the army by striking off from 


the strength of the present brigades the detachments 
under Colonel Sir John Cummings’ in the Vizier’s dominions and under 
Colonel Blair at Chunar, and forming them into separate brigades for the 
express services on which they are now employed. Many and important 
arrangements appear to us to be necessary for decreasing our military 
disbursements upon the return of the Bombay and Carnatic detachments, 
but in the meantime and while we expect the arrival of a Commander in 
Chief of all the forces in India to succeed to our late General Sir Eyre 
Coote, whose concurrence may be essential to make such arrangement 
permanent, we do not think proper to determine upon a subject of this 
magnitude. 

160. A general relief of the army nevertheless appeared to be 

immediately necessary, as the state of the war and 
23rd September. other circumstances had prevented the regular accom- 
plishment of it for these two years past, we therefore ordered this part 
of the General’s proposal to be carried into effect without delay. 

161. We have received several memorials and remonstrances from 

the officers who stand affected by the execution of 
24ih July. orders for reducing those who were super- 

numerary upon the reformed establishment to the pay of the next inferior 
rank, all which, as we think it probable they will be quoted to you, we 
beg leave to point out for your information by marginal references, 
remarking only that the first letters from the supernumerary majors had 
allusion to emoluments, which, as we did not rightly comprehend, we 
desired they would more particularly state or express to us before we 
, - . . could consider their claims upon them. The letter 

from the captains contained a forced construction of 
your orders and an indecent application founded upon it for the removal 
of the senior majors from the command of the regiments of sepoys, because 
you had directed the former establishment to be reverted to, and observed 
upon the alteration of it that you saw no reason why such commands 
should not have been given to captains. We thought their letter merited 
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an answer in terms of the above opinion which was accordingly issued 
to them. 

165. We have received repeated representations from the officers 
of infantry complaining of supercessions by the pro- 
5th motion of younger officers than themselves in the 

artillery or engineer corps to commissions above them 
in the army, and vice versa from the officers of those corps occasionally 
complaining of supercessions from infantry officers. But as the rise in 
each is entirely distinct and independent of the others and must be 
governed by accident, since vacancies in each ought to be immediately 
filled up as they occur, we did not conceive it in any instance a hardship, 
excepting one which affected Captain George Deare of the artillery, who 
was upon the same service in the Carnatic with and senior to Captains 
Moore and Hay to whom, at the most pressing instance of General Sir 
Eyre Coote as he was returning to the Coast, we had granted the local 
and brevet rank of major. As we informed you in our last letter, we 
therefore conferred this distinction likewise upon Captain Deare but 
in the same manner without increase of pay. Captain Hay has relin- 
quished the benefit of his local rank by returning to this establishment. 

163. We have before us a more serious and more general remon- 
strance, and as it is liable to affect your officers upon 
every service which may now be carried on in India 
we cannot too earnestly recommend the subject of it to 
your attention, in the hope that your endeavors may be exerted with 
success to obtain for them that justice which they solicit, through your 
means, from the Crown. As the arguments which the Company’s officers 
adduce in support of their pretensions are drawn up with great force 
although guarded with delicacy we cannot bring their situation more 
completely before you than by referring to their letter and to a letter from 
Major Popham, an old King’s officer, as illustrating the case in point; 
and both these papers make numbers in the packet. 


164. Upon the same grounds an application was made to us by 

Colonel Pearse, the commanding officer of our detach- 
19th May’. ment serving in the Carnatic, soliciting to be honored 

with the brevet rank of brigadier, as a precedent for 
which the instance of General Goddard was quoted, with the additional 
arguments arising out of the late rapid promotion of several of the King’s 
officers serving in the Carnatic. We did not however think it proper to 
comply with the wishes of Colonel Pearse in a matter of this tendency. 

165. A special remonstrance has been presented: to us from the field 

11th August. officers on this establishment against the admission of 

Colonel Arthur Owen with rank into the army on the 
presumption that solicitations would be made by him to obtain it, and 
desiring our interposition with you to prevent the effect of his application 
in Eqgland. As we think the subject of this memorial deserves to be 
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recommended to your attention we beg leave to send a copy of it a number 
in the packet, and to refer you to it. 

166. 


We have received from Major General Sir John Burgoyne* two 
letters of appeal from the acts of the President 
*'th lul”^ Council at Fort St. George, but have thought it 

necessary to decline our interference in either, or in 
any differences of that kind, excusing ourselves to him from the want of 
power to lake cognizance of any point concerning only the internal 
measures and detail of the other Presidencies. 


167. We have received a petition from the officers who were 

nth Aueust appointed cadets by you in the year 1769/70, request- 

ing our determination upon their right to be placed 

above the country cadets of the same year, of whom they enclosed us a 
list, alledging that you had not passed any decision on the reference of 
their case which was made to you from this Government so long ago as 
the year 1776. We informed them that the matter having been specially 
referred to you the power of redress lay now solely in your hands, but 
we promised to call your attention to the subject of it, we therefore 
request that you will be pleased to signify your orders in consequence 
of the paragraphs of our General Letter. 

168. We find that several cadets lately come out have produced 
certificates of their appointments by you, but are not taken notice of in 
the lists of cadets which you have sent. We were at a loss therefore what 
rank to assign them, and directed, for the present, that they should stand 
in the order of their arrival immediately below the lists of cadets appointed 
in the same season in which their certificates are dated. We request that 
you will be pleased cither to confirm this order or to inform us what 
rank you had intended to grant them in your original appointment. 
Their names will be seen in a list which makes a number in the packet. 

i6g. Mr, Bridges Kearney is appointed in your letter of the i2ih 
July 1782, paragraph 66th, to take the place of Mr. Thomas Boucbier 
in the list of cadets of the preceding season, but no such name appears 
in that list. We request therefore that you will be pleased to fix the 
proper rank of Mr. Kearney, for which purpose it may be necessary to 
observe that he has held a captain’s commission in His Majesty’s service 
which, by the rule invariably followed, ought to give him precedence over 
all the cadets of the year of his appointment, except any who may have 
been older King’s officers than himself. He supposes himself to be a 
cadet of 1780, and designed for the place of Mr. Thomas Slaughter who 
is not arrived. 


170. Mr. A. Mitchell, appointed by you a cadet on the Madras 

. . , establishment, and Mr. H. Hamilton, appointed at the 

luitj June. . - . , ,, 

same time on this establishment, having mutually 
desired to change places and the President and Council at Fort St. George 
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having recominended it to our compliance we have accordingly agreed 
to it. 

171. We observe in the list of cadets for last season the name of 
'•th \u us James Murray twice repeated, and two gentlemen of 

' ' ^ ■ that name are arrived but as no distinction is made, 

by which we can tell whom it was your intention to place the first upon 
the list, we request that you will determine this point in your next advices. 
One holds a certificate of his appointment dated igth December 1781; 
he says he was recommended by Mr. Moffat and came out in the Royal 
Henry. He is now attached to the 1st European Regiment. The other 
holds a certificate dated 2nd January 1782, came out in the Calcutta and 
is now in the 3rd European Regiment. We have ordered the names and 
abode of their parents to be ascertained and entered in the Town Major’s 
office for reference when you shall have determined which is to take the 
precedence. 


172. We have fixed it as a rule that no officer shall be promoted 

from the rank of ensign without serving in that capa- 

7ih Augusc o years, and then to succeed to lieutenants 

ist September. J .,11, a t. • r • • 

when vacancies shall happen. As the rise for junior 

officers will be less rapid than it has been and those of the rank of ensign 

are constantly attached to the European regiments they may, by this 

rule, be well qualified in their profession and fit for appointments in the 

sepoy battalions when they become lieutenants. 

173. In the late promotions of officers, which we have made in 

-grd June service, we have been guided by the spirit of your 

orders in confining the number to the establishment. 
But in regard to field officers it appeared requisite that such especially 
should be efiEective; we must therefore have been under the necessity of 
passing by those who held staff appointments if we had not promoted 
them, which would have been unjust, or of depriving them of those 
appointments for which experience had eminently qualified them, which 
would have been detrimental to the service if we had promoted them and 
no others; we therefore proceeded to appoint them and those next in 

seniority, who could be considered as effective in order 
-3 June. complete the establishment. Our proceedings on 

this subject are noted in the margin. 


174. Having appointed Messrs. Robertson and Scarden to be brevet- 
lieutenant fire-workers in the corps of artillery and 
Rice Watkins, late Serjeant Major of the Governor 
General’s troops of body-guard, to be a brevet ensign 
of infantry we beg leave to refer you to pur proceedings for the reasons 
14th August which gave cause to these appointments, and to 

acquaint you that we have here closed the list by 
abolishing the rule for creating such appointments which, as far as 
regarded the latter instance, had been provided by Sir Eyre Coote’s military 
regulations. 


10th April. 

1st September. 
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175. Mr. James Wemyss, an old King's officer and adjutant who was 
formerly in the Company’s service under General Wedderburn, having 

been disappointed in his application to your Court to 
1st September. restored and induced to come out without i.t, has 

strongly solicited us to give him some military employment here. VVe 
have told him in reply that his request was contrary to your express orders, 
and we could not therefore comply with it. 

176. Mr. Feltham lias made application to us intreating to be 
restored to his former rank in the Company’s military service. It seems 

that he had delivered in a similar petition to you 
s whilst he was in England, but that he was driven to 

the necessity of quitting the kingdom for want of 
resources for his subsistance before it could be brought to a decision. 
As we did not conceive ourselves authorized to comply with his request 
we have promised the recommendation of it to your attention, and there- 
fore send a copy enclosed in this packet. 


177. 


1st September. 


We have permitted Captain John Wemyss, of the artillery, to 
resign the Company's service and return to England 


upon the pension, he having produced the necessary 


certificates to entitle him to that bounty and taken the oath of quali- 
fication. 


178. Lieutenant Fireworker Wm. Brickell has resigned the service 
from a different motive. His conduct was complained 
of by his commanding officer and, we understand, was 
the cause of his application to resign; we therefore mention it to you that 
he may not be suffered to return. 


179. The Military Paymaster General having frequently had claims 
upon officers who resigned the Company’s service to proceed to Europe 
which after their resignation he found it difficult to recover, and being 
sometimes ignorant of their intention to leave the country until after it 
was carried into execution, we at his suggestion have resolved that no 
officer in future shall obtain leave to resign without producing a certificate 
from his Paymaster that he has no claims to make upon him. 

180. The managers of tlie fund for the support and education of 
the orphan children of officers, who belong to this establishment, having 

undertaken the superintendance and maintenance of 
the orphans of soldiers, deceased in your service, upon 
an allowance of 3 rupees per month for each orphan, which [51c] we have 
agreed to grant them. These children used formerly to be subsisted by 
the Company, enrolled as soldiers or drummers, and latterly by the 
private charity of the officers. 

181. We have also, at the request of the managers, ordered a piece 
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of ground to be allotted to them for erecting a proper place for the 

reception and care of all the children who will be 
30th June. under their charge. And we have further agreed to 

make them an advance upon the stoppages, which the officers are to con- 
tribute for the support of the establishment, to enable them to undertake 
the buildings immediately. 


183. The lease of the range of buildings in which the junior cove- 
nanted servants of the Company upon this establishment are allowed to 

reside having expired at the end of May, and a con- 
and June. tinuation of it being offered to us, we have renewed 

it for five years longer lupon the same terms as before. 


183. Finding it every day more and more necessary from the accu- 
mulation of the voluminous records of this Government and the difficulty 
of collecting, by reference to them, an instant knowledge of the standing 
rules and orders effecting each particular case or question before us; and 
considering the necessity of employing an active and laborioius person for 
compiling and arranging them, in the first instance, for such a number 

of years back, we resolved to confer that appointment 
sand May. upon Mr. John Petrie. At the same time considering 

the long services to the Company of Mr. Fowke who had held an appoint- 
ment similar to it, since revoked, and his claim to a subsistance, we 
resolved to continue him the salary of 1,500 rupees per month, which he 
had formerly drawn, until an opportunity should occur granting him 
some other more regular provision. 


184. The Governor General having recommended to us Mr. George 
Nesbit Thompson for our appointment of him to be his private or official 

secretary, and having requested that we would relieve 
him from the necessity of employing the gratuitous 
labours of the gentlemen of his own family upon all occasions of executive 
business dependant on his station by fixing an adequate salary for the 
office of his secretary, we desired that he would make choice of his own 
secretary, and left it to him to grant him such allowance as he rnight 
deem equal to the trust. 


185. The Governor General having, long previous to this date, 
received the benefit of Mr. Thompson’s services in confidential employ- 
. ments as well before his journey to Benares as during 

the course of the troubles at that place, in which he 
was an equal sharer of the danger and fatigue, as since his return to the 
Presidency, and deeming him well qualified to fill with credit a station in 
the Company’s service has proposed to us, and we heartily and unani- 
mously join with him in recommending to you, Mr. George Nesbit 
Thompson to be appointed a writer on the establishment, entreating that 
you will be pleased to admit him upon the first list which shall be formed 
after the arrival of this letter. 
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186. It is proper to inform you that Mr. Thompson possesses your 
licence for residing here, being the person mentioned in your letters of 
1778 as permitted to come out to practice in the Supreme Court of 
Judicature. 

187. A proposal having been made to us by Mr. Francis Gladwin for 
the publication of a complete translation, from the Persian language, of 
a book well known by the name of tlie AyeeJi Akbery, and this being a 
work which may prove of the utmost utility to the Company as it contains 

the original institutes of the Sultan Akber the founder 
2nd June. empire, we resolved, as well on this account as 

for the promotion of the knowledge of Indian literature, to subscribe in 
the Company’s name for 150 sets of 3 quarto volumes each, at 40 rupees 
per volume. Soon afterwards Mr. Gladwin finding that obj'ections were 
entertained against the payment of so large an amount 
i2th June. present situation out of the treasury declined 

to receive the subscription, and consented to leave the matter in reference 
to you. Impressed with the same favorable opinion of the undertaking 
in which we originally viewed it we beg leave to recommend it to your 
consideration, either to make or authorize the subscription we intended 
on the Company’s account. 


188, The following of the covenanted servants of the Company upon 
this establishment have deceased since the date of our last advices, viz., 
Mr, Samuel Touchet, Joseph Lloyd Harris, James Chollec, James le Gros. 

189. Mr. John Sampson also departed this life about the 1st instant, 

and has been succeeded, in his office of Master Atten- 
i ciober. dant, by Mr. Frederick Doveion the next person of 

your appointment for that station. 


190, Mr. Auriol, our present Secretary, having signified to us his 
intention of resigning his office we have been induced from the very 
laborious and accumulated duties whicli have fallen upon it, in the super- 
intendance and management of the proceedings and business of both the 
Secret and Public Departments of this Government, to divide so weighty 
a charge. We have therefore resolved, when his resignation shall take 
place, to separate the departments and create distinct establishments for 

, . each, the particulars of which will appear by our 

minutes referred to in the margin. You will also find 
that we have resolved to divide the Public and Secret records and to 
hold our meetings in each department in different houses. Mr. William 
Bruere has been appointed to succeed as Secretary to the Public Depart- 
ment and Mr. Edward Hay as Secretary to the Secret Department. 

191. We cannot lose the services of Mr. Auriol, who has so long, so 
diligently and so faithfully performed the laborious duties of Secretary 
to this Government, without expressing our concern at his departure from 
this country. On this subject we shall do ourselves the honor of addres- 
sing you more fully in our next dispatches. 
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192. Since writing the foregoing part of this letter we have received 
a memorial signed by the field officers and captains on the establishment 
and addressed to you, in which they entreat the favor of your intercession 
and application, by petition to the King or to the Parliament, to obtain 
for your officers an equality in rank with His Majesty’s officers bearing the 
same commission in any service upon which they might act together. We 
have already treated on this subject in the 163rd paragraph of this letter 
and now beg leave to conclude it with recommending this petition to 
your serio-us attention, countenance and support. 

193- We are. sorry to inform you that such an uncommon drought 
has prevailed for some time past as to threaten many parts of the upper 
countries with a total failure of the December harvest, and has raged with 
so much greater severity in its progress to Lahore that multitudes of the 
inhabitants of the districts beyond the Jumna are already flocking to 
Lucknow for the means of subsistance, and as that country has likewise 
sufEered its proportion of this calamity, though in a less degree, it is not 
unlikely that the people we mention will be induced to come down to 
Bahar. We have ordered encouragement to be given to them for that 
purpose, both from the humanity of saving them from the inevitable 
destruction of a famine and the lawful desire, in such case, .of increasing 
the subjects of the Companies [Company’s] dominions. 

.194. The effects of the drought have been felt in some measure even 
in Bengal. And the general alarm caused by such grounds for appre- 
hending a scarcity of grain has caused the same immediate evil which 
would attend the actual existance of it, by the refusal of those who 
possess grain to sell it on any marketable terms. 

195. We are persuaded from the superabundance of the crops of last 
season, from those which have already been gathered as plentifully as 
usual in the month of August and from those remaining to be gathered 
in the eastern parts of Bengal, which are properly the rice districts, there 
will be ah ample quantity, with moderate care, to prevent the dreadful 
effects of a famine and to answer every reasonable demand for it. But to 
remove the continuance of an artificial scarcity and to promote the equal 
distribution of grain to those provinces which may stand the most in want 
of it we have thought it necessary immediately to take off the duties of 
every. kind and to allow of a free communication of trade, from place to 
place, in this article without the necessity of taking out or producing 
rowannas, and we have denounced the severest punishments against any 
chokeydars or others who should attempt to obstruct it. 

196. We have laid an embargo on the exportation of any rice by sea 
beyond the cargoes actually begun to be laden and the extent of the 
contracts entered into for the supply of the Presidency of Fort St. George, 
and which with the assistance they will receive from the Northern Sircars 
and southern districts will be fully to answer their necessities. 

197. For the purpose of enforcing our orders and making such sub- 
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sidiary regulations as may appear advisable to promote and secure the 
general good we have appointed four Commissioners to superintend the 
price, distribution and sale of rice throughout all the provinces depen- 
dant on this Government, and in order to guard against any temptation 
which might be offered to benefit themselves from such a power and 
equally against the importation of it we have bound them under the most 
sacred oath to derive no advantages directly or indirectly from their 
trusts, nor to suffer each other or any person under them to derive any 
beyond the amount of their established salaries; which for that reason 
we have fixed at 1,500 rupees per month to each Commissioner, 500 rupees 
to the first member for an office rent and 1,000 rupees salary to their 
secretary. 

198. Captain Alexander Wynch, of the Madras establishment, being 
desirous of returning to Europe by the Nurbudda and having solicited to 
be entrusted with the charge of our dispatches, which he is willing to take 
upon him without any expence to the Company, we have agreed to place 
them under his care, and he will have the honor of delivering this letter 
to you. 


Board of Ordnance 

199. Conformable to your desire conveyed to us by the Governor 
General and Council directing that you be furnished with duplicates of 
all letters, consultations, accounts, and other papers, transmitted from 
hence by the ship Neptune in May 1781, and by the Rockford in Septem- 
ber of that year, whose packets were forwarded from Madras in the 
Admiral Hughes’s packet, that was unfortunately captured by the enemy 
near the Western Islands, we have the honor of furnishing you with copies 
of such of those papers as you have not acknowledged to have received, viz.. 

Copy of our proceedings from the 1st September 1780 to the ist 
April 1781 with index. 

General Ledger Ordnance Department for 1779/80. 

General Return of Ordnance and Stores remaining at this Presi- 
dency and its subordinates the goth April 1780. 

Indent of articles wanted for the Powder Works dated 27th 
November 1780. 

Indent of military stores for the garrison of Fort William dated 
the 28th March 1781. 

200. You will also please to receive duplicate certificates of stores 
imported per ships Hinchinbrooke, Blandford, Lord Mulgrave, Deptford, 
Tarter, Major, Norfolk, Earl of Chesterfield, Worcester, Hawke, Dutton 
and Warren Hastings, with duplicate accounts of short deliveries of mili- 
tary stores shipped on the Major, Norfolk, Nottingham and Worcester. 
Also certificates of stores imported by the ships Kent, General Coote and 
Montag;u, with an account [of] short deliveries per said ships. 

201. We have the honor to transmit copy of our proceedings from 
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the 1st November 1781 to the 1st July 1783, with indexes. Also copy 
General Ledger Ordnance Department for 1781/2 and a General Return 
of the Ordnance and Military Stores which remained in the several 
magazines, and that were attached to the corps composing the army on 
this establishment, the goth April 1782, with an indent for military stores 
required for the garrison of Fort William dated 17th October 1783. 

202. The state of our treasuries this day is as follows: 

Ready money 

General Treasury ... 

Khalsah 

Bills receivable 

General Treasury 
Sicca rupees 50,000 o o 
Khalsah do. 2,28,923 6 3 


Mint 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


Unsorted treasure 

Khalsah from Burdwan ... 4^505 5 o 

Filly Mahls ... ... 17,840 o o 

22.345 5 o 

Valued at 10 per cent better than current rupees 24,579 ^3 ® 


Current rupees 5,28,946 o 5 
7,75,821 6 10 

1,20,161 13 9 


45,117 o 8 
1,65,92,878 15 o 
33.67,360 o o 
45,920 o o 

2,09,47,259 4 3 

We have the honor to be, 
Honourable Sirs, 

Fort William, Your most faithful humble servants, 

the 23rd October 1783. 


Balance account deposits 

Do. Accomptant General to the 
Mayor’s Court 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has 
ceased by public adver- 
tisement 

New bonded debt at 8 per cent 
11 per cent remittance loan 
Annuities 


24,766 4 1 

10.537 4 2 


58,000 o o 
2,65,550 11 3 


1,45.511 15 5 


35.303 8 3 


3.23.550 11 3 


1.45.511 15 5 
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LETTER DATED 24 NOVEMBER 1783 

Despatch of ships 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 


T O ihc Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the HonourabSc 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

[r] Our dispatches per \'erbudda were so full, and arc so recent, that 
by the Rodney, now under sailing orders, we shall only forward the dupli- 
cate of our letter of the 23rd ultimo, from this Department. 

[2] The IVinterton and Worcester will be dispatched in a few days, 
by the former we shall transmit you our broken set of proceeding of this 
month. 

[3] The amount of the Rodney's invoice is current rupees 16,50^00. 

We have the honor to be. 

Fort William, Honourable Sirs, 

the 24th November 1783. Your most faithful humble servants. 

>3 

LETTER DATED 29 NOVEMBER 1783 

Plan to check foreigti competition in the provision of Company's 
iiwestmeni and in its sale in Europe — measures to check desertion of 
petty officers from ships — Madras complains of the bad quality and insuffi- 
cient quantity of stores sent to it — general embargo on the exportation of 
rice — establishment of granaries at Patna — reports of a good winter harvest 
in East Bengal — merits of Doctor Daniel Campbell — .Sir Elijah Impey 
leaves for England with his family. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 


T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. .We now dispatch the IVinterton, Captain Snow, which ship will 
sail in company with the Worcester; by the former we transmit you, from 
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this Department, our broken set of proceedings from the dispatch of the 
Nerbudda to this period. 

3. The Board of Trade, in a iettcr dated the 38th ultimo which is 
recorded in the consultation noted in the margin, represented to us that 

there would be seven cargoes wanting to compleat the 
NOTember^^'”" lading of all your chartered ships now here; and 

to prevent the detention of that quantity of tonnage 
for a season in the country at a very heavy expcnce, suggested a plan of 
making purchases of cotton and silk piece goods and such weighable 
articles (e.xcept saltpetre) as may be judged proper for the Europe market, 
by draft of the treasury in favor of the seller bearing an interest of 8 
per cent and payable in twelve montiis, either in ready money or by 
bills of exchange upon you. 

3. Although we very much approved the general proposition con- 
tained in their letter we were of opinion that it merited a more extensive 

consideration and application than they have given it, 
therefore did not agree to the mode proposed of 
paying for the goods by drafts on you, as in our 
judgement it would be the means of establishing a partial remittance, 
which would rest alone in the hands of those persons \t'ho possessed goods 
fit for the Europe market. We, however, authorized them to make the 
purchases recommended, and accordingly issued an order on the treasury 
in their favor for fifty lacks of current rupees. 


4. To enable the treasury to answer this demand, and that the plan 
may be as general and as extensive in its effects as possible, we resolved 

to keep the treasury open till the 1st February, to 
which time all persons have liberty to pay in such 
sums as they may think proper, at the usual exchange 
of 3 shillings and one penny per current rupees. 


Consultation 5th 
November. 


5. The bills to be granted on the first of February 1785, and made 
payable 365 days after sight with an option reserved to you to extend the 
term of payment to one, two or three years longer, allowing an interest 
of five per cent per annum upon the period of such extention. 


6. Another powerful inducement for adopting this plan was our 
knowledge of fourteen foreign ships being at this time in the river, and 
, more daily expected, all of which, we understood, were 

to take in cargoes for the Europe market. The 
interruption that so considerable a demand for goods would create in 
the provision of the Company’s investment, if allowed to take effect, is 
obvious, but independant of this we apprehend that individuals, notwith- 
standing the promulgation of the Act of Parliament, would clandestinely 
furnish money for bills [on] Europe as foreigners rather than suffer their 
ships to sail from this port empty, would no doubt be induced to offer 
the most favorable terms to those who had money to remit. 
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7. By opening our treasury for the receipt of money we arc in hopes 
that we shall effect two objects of very great importance to the Company’s 

interest, 1st, that of dispatching the greatest part of 
5t « N’ovcjHbcr. chartered ships, now here, wliich must otherwise 

lye at a very heavy cxpcncc, and secondly, prevent a very large sum 
of money from going into the hands of foreigners, and lliereby prevent 
them from vicing with us in the provision of our investment and of 
becoming competitors to you in the sale of it in Europe, as well as dis- 
courage them from all future attempts of this kind. 

8. Having received several tenders of saltpetre from individuals we 
'refered tliem to tlic Board of Trade for their opinion on the expediency 

of purchasing it on account, the Company; to their 
Consultation a-iili reply recorded in the Consultation of the 2.1th instant 
we beg leave to refer you and have for the reasons 
therein seiforth resolved to take off the embargo on it, but, as this in its 
consequences, may have a prejudicial effect to the Company’s interest in 
their exclusive right to manufacture this article in the provinces of Bengal 
and Bahar, we have, proclaimed that if any one shall be detected in manu- 
facturing it, but for the Company, the whole shall be confiscated. 

g. Captain Snow having applied to the Board of Trade for fifty 
tons of surplus tonnage they desired our opinion as 
propriety of granting his request, and having 
ovem er. considered the number of ships which are here we 

informed them that we did not think they ought to put on board his 
ship any surplus tonnage. 

10. All the commanders of your ships have applied for the sum of 
20o£slg. stipulated by charterparty to be paid monthly, but the 

state of the treasury not admitting this sum to be 
N^mb« issued we were obliged to refer them to you for the 
payment of that, which hitherto had been paid in 
Europe, unless they chose to receive treasury drafts which iverc transferable; 
most of them we believe will prefer the latter. 

11. "We have the pleasure to inform you that the Resolution quitted 
her pilot on the 20th October, the Nerbudda on the 
18th November and the Warren Hastings, Nassau and 
Southampton imported here the 29th, 31st October 

and gth November. 


5lh and 10th 
November. 


12. The President and Council of Bombay having requested to be 
supplied with 10,000 bags of saltpetre this season, and Captain Gore 
having offered to convey it on the Nassau, we complied 
with his solicitation as the freight saved by putting 
on board his ship the charterparty tonnage will in a 
great degree compensate for the demurrage which that ship will receive 
for the voyage. Another reason for this is the fear we have that all your 
ships, now in the river, cannot be loaded before the time limitted by 
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cluirlerparty, notwithstanding every exertion and every aid in our power 
will be afforded to the Board of Trade to enable them to effect it. 




The Busbridge, Captain Tod, having received on board half a 
cargo was dispatched on the 17th November to fill up 
Nwembei^^'^" ttt Fort St. George, and on the same day we dispatched 

the Earl oj Chesterfield, Captain Boswell, with her 
charterparty tonnage of rice and stores to be landed at Mangalore in his 
way to Bombay, agreeably to the original destination of that ship. 


i.|.. Captain Boswell having represented to us that his late Chief 
Officer, Mr. Thomas Lee, had run from the Chesterfield we have ordered 

him to return to England by the earliest opportunity, 
shall compel him to quit this settlement if he 
does not comply with this order. We cannot however 
help observing that the frequent desertion of the sworn and petty officers 
of your ships demands an immediate remedy, and must recommend you 
to make examples of such as have quitted their ships before they have 
performed their respective voyages, by not suffering them to enter again 
into your service, or by exacting the penalties from their securities for 
breach of their engagements. 


15. Captain Gore having represented that the conduct of his second 
officer, Mr. George Bye, had compelled him to 
suspend him from doing duty we have ordered a court 
of enquiry, consisting of five commanders, to investi- 
gate his complaint. 


Consultation 

November. 


16. On the loth November we received a letter from Captain 
Lennox representing that the Southampton was in a 
Nwembe?^*”" condition, and requesting our permission to bring 

his ship to town to be hove down and repaired; we 
therefore, as the Southampton was not in a state to receive the Company’s 
cargo on board, dismissed her from your service on that day. 


i7- , In the consultation noted in the margin are several letters from 
the President and Council of Fort St, George complaining, among other 

loUi November tilings, of the bad quality of the supplies sent them, 

■ of the deficiencies in those supplies and of their losses 

in the recoinage of bullion which they received by the St. Carlos and 
Resolution, which we had taken every precaution in our power to prevent. 


18. The reply to the charge of the bad quality of the stores sent is 
recorded in our Proceedings of the 24th November, and to it we beg 
leave to call your particular attention, being fully satisfied on such proofs, 
as we believe will be equally convincing to you, that the late Agent of 
Supplies did every thing in his power to furnish the best stores and at the 
most reasonable rates. In regard to the bullion we have not yet received 
the reply of our Mint Master on this subject, but shall transmit it to you 
oy an early opportunity. 
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ig, Wc shall not coniincnl on the return which we have re 
for our endeavours and unremitted exertions to relieve the dislres 
the settlement of Fort St. George in this place, as ^ve have been ver 
in our letter from the Political Department, and therefore refer y 
that letter. 

20. In our address of the 23rd ultimo, wc advised you of the 
sures we had adopted in consequence of a scarcity of grain, caused 1 
uncommon drought which had prevailed in the upper provinces for 
time past, and of the appointment of a committee for the purpe 
superintending the sale, distribution and price of grain. 

21. This committee, consisting of Messrs. Thomas Graham, G 
Gumming, George Templer and Thomas Law, assembled on the 

ultimo, and after obtaining the fullest inform; 
Consultation 5th short a period would admit, respectinc: the A 

November. , l ° 

harvest and the state of the December crops rep 

the same to us. They also reported the tonnage secured for the ex] 
tion of grain, which appears by their letter to be upwards of c 
hundred thousand maunds. 

22. As the exportation of so large a quantity of rice would de 
us of the means of subsisting near nine hundred thousand men foi 

space of three months, which may be estimated a 
Consultation 5th probable duration of the scarcity should a fa 
actually exist, of which there were more threate 
appearances than ever from the apprehended failure of the Decei 
crop, we resolved to make the embargo on the exportation of rice b' 
general and total, accordingly published it to the whole settlement 
revoked our resolution admitting a free exportation beyond the provi 

23. At this time the Hastings (Captain Jameson), Busbridge 
Earl of Chesterfield lay loaded and ready for sea. Each of these 5 
had on board rice which the commanders represented could noi 
relanded without occasioning great detention in their departure, as 
as great loss to themselves. The Hastings had on board twelve thou; 
bags which Captain Jameson was carrying down to Fort St. Georg 
virtue of his contract, the Busbridge five thousand bags, and the Che 
field nearly that quantity, a great part of which belongs to the Com] 
and was put on board long ago to be landed for the garrison of ft 
galore. 

24. After taking the particular situation of these ships into ct 
deration, for all of them were actually loaded previous to the emba 
we resolved that they should be exempt from it on condition that Cap 
Jameson bound himself to deliver, upon oath, every bag that went in 
ship at his contract rate to the Resident and Council of Fort St. Geo 
Captain Tod engaged, in like manner, to deliver all his at the ma: 
price and Captain Boswell has also pledged himself to land for 
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Company every bag he may have in his ship at Mangalore or Bombay, 
charging them the market price for such as is his property. 


25. However desirous we arc, at all tin)cs, to avert the distresses of 
the inhabitants of the Carnatic wc were compelled to make the embargo 
general. Had we permitted even the contractors to export their contract 
quantity, foreigners and the merchants of the settlement would have had 
reason to complain, but a still more powerful motive with us was the 
distressed situation to which the inhabitants of our own provinces would 
be reduced, were wc to permit so large a quantity as one million one 
hundred thousand maunds to be exported; the Committee of Grain were 
of opinion that this could not be done without a hazard of exposing to 
the last extremity of want the lives of so many persons as could be 
subsisted by it. 


26. At the recommendation of the Committee of Grain we have 
X, , authorized them to establish granaries at Patna and 

^tn IVovciiiDcr* • * rt i ^ % 

in other parts of the country, and have desired them 
to make the necessary arrangements in consequence. 


27. We are happy at having it in our power thus early to acquaint 
you that by advices recently received the reports respecting the December 
crop are very favorable from many parts of Bengal but particularly from 
the eastward of the Ganges. The north division of the province of Bahar 
is likely to produce a sufficiency of grain for the consumption of its own 
inhabitants. We hope therefore that, by the timely interposition of our 
authority, we have in a great degree prevented the fatal effects of scarcity. 
Indeed the first effects of the above have totally subsided, and the markets 
are everywhere plentifully supplied at rates which the people can easily 
afford, and this was brought to pass instantaneously on the first regula- 
tions which were issued for that purpose. 


28. By the embargo the contractors as well as all the rice merchants 
must be very great sufferers, and the former are without doubt entitled 
to an indemnification from us. We therefore recommended to the Com- 
mittee of Grain to devise some equitable mode of relief and to report 
the same to us for our correction, of which we shall advise you by a 
future opportunity when the whole is finally adjusted. 


29. Having, in obedience to your commands, called upon the 
attornies to Mr. Barwell to deliver up the lease of his house we have the 
pleasure to acquaint that they immediately complied with our requisition. 

30. We are sorry to inform you of the death of Major Benjamin 
Wroe and of Mr. Alexander Duncanson one of your civil servants. 


31. Since the close of the dispatches per Nerbudda Major E. Baillie, 
j ^ , Captains A. Park and George Mence have resigned 

ovem er. your military service; and we beg leave to refer you 
to the consultations noted in the margin for the opinion the Commander 
in Chief has of the merits of these officers. : „ ; 
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32. We have appointed the following gentlemen Assistant Surgeons 
upon this establisliracnt, vii., William Fontance, George Bingham and 
Alurdock Fergusson, they having previously to their appointment under- 
gone the usual examination and the Surgeon General having reported 
them duly qualified. 

33. Doctor Daniel Campbell your Surgeon General, having on 
account of his affairs in Europe and of his bad state of health, solicited 
our permission to resign the service and to proceed to Europe we have 
granted his request, and he accordingly takes his passage on the Worcester. 

34. Two petitions have been just delivered to us bearing the signa- 
ture of most of the inhabitants of this community and of the surgeons 
in and near Calcutta in testimony of the great merits of Doctor Campbell, 
and requesting us to convey to you their united wishes that he may be 
permitted to return to the service and to the station which he holds in 
it. We also, the members of your administration, who have all indivi- 
dually benifited by his professional skill nor less by the bene- 
volence which marks his attendance on all ranks of people in this settle- 
ment, beg leave to unite our request to the same effect. We forward 
copies of these petitions numbers in the packet for your more particular 
information. 

55. Messrs. Ducarell Holland, and Baugh having requested our 
permission to resign the Honourable Company’s service we have complied 
with their request. The former has taken his passage on the Winterton 
and the latter on the Worcester. 

36. Sir Elijah Impey has also desired lo have an order for himself 
and family to be accommodated wUh a passage on the Worcester, which 
has been accordingly issued. 

37. In our address of the 23rd ultimo, we apprized you of the appli- 
cation which had been made to us by Mr. Auriol, our Secretary, to be 
permitted to resign the service and to return to England. He has now 
applied for and obtained our leave to take passage on this ship. The 
necessity which has impelled him to this resolution is described in his 
letter addressed to us on the loth of September, and we chearfully yield 
our testimony both to the truth of his representation and to the long, 
assiduous and able services which he has continued to render us, earnestly 
recommending him to your countenance and favor. 

38. In consequence of the orders contained in your letter of the 9 th 
of February 1781 regarding the sale of a number of Major Rennell’s 
Bengal Atlases which you sent to us by the ships of that season, we 
beg leave to inform you that they have all been disposed of accordingly 
and the produce of the sales, amounting to current rupees 9,590-14-0, 
deposited in your treasury. 
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39. The state of the treasury is this day as follows: 


Ready money 

General Treasury ... ... 38,835 3 7 

Khalsah ... ... ii ^949 9 8 


Bills receivable 

General Treasury 

Sicca rupees 50,000 o o 58,000 o o 

Khalsah ... do. 1,04,193 8 9 1,20,863 5 9 


Mint 

General Treasury ... 

Khalsah 

Unsorted treasure 

Khalsah from Bissenpore 1,000 

Valued at 10 per cent better than current rupees 


47,784 12 3 


1,78,863 5 9 
1,45,511 15 5 


1,100 o o 


Balance account deposits 

Do. Accomptant Genl. to the 
Mayor’s Court ... 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has ceased 
by public advertisement 
New bonded debt at 8 per cent 
11 per cent remittance loan 
Annuities 


Fort William, 

29th November 1783. 


Current rupees 3,73,260 1 5 

6,66,529 5 2 
1,20,161 13 9 


45,117 o 8 
1,65,92,878 15 o 
33,67,310 o o 
45,920 o o 

2,08,37,967 2 7 

We are etc. 


14 

LETTER DATED 30 DECEMBER 1783 

Governor General’s testimonials for Middleton and Markham, former 
Residents at Oudh and Benares— appreciation of Colonel Owen’s services. 

GENERAL DEPARTMENT 

TT O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

!• We now dispatch the Banoell, Atlas, Norfolk and Belmont with 
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of whom we also entertain a very favorable opinion; we consider them 
able officers deserving your attention. 

10. We transmit, separate numbers in this packet, copy of a letter 
from the Commander in Chief and an address to him from your officers 
on this establishment, soliciting his recommendation of the petitions 
forwarded numbers in the packet per Nerbudda, and to which we repeat 
our request for your particular attention and S'lipport, 


11. Colonel Owen has obtained our permission to proceed to Eng- 
land on the Bellmontj and as we cannot pass over the merits of this officer 
unnoticed we beg leave to call your attention to the high sense Sir Eyre 
Coote has so repeatedly expressed in his letters to us of the importance 
of Colonel Owen’s very active services to the Company during the late 
arduous campaign in the Carnatic, and we beg leave to recommend him 
to your favor. 


Board of Ordnance 


IS. We have the honor to transmit you herewkh duplicate indent 
for military stores required for the garrison of Fort William, dated 17th 
October 1783. 

13. The state of the treasury is this day as follows: 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


Bills receivable 

General Treasury 
Sicca rupees 1,53,302 o o 

Khalsah 

Sicca rupees 46,426 8 5 

Mint 

General Treasury ... 

Khalsah 


47,205 11 11 
32,904 6 3 

— 80,110 2 2 


1.43^830 5 2 
53,854 12 3 

^ ^ 1,96,885 1 5 


1,45,511 15 5 


i.45>5i» 15 5 


"■••sure 

^haJsa/, 

«»pce. ” 


o?7; <o ,i,- 

'Wn'cj, ,.°^'? *'onded j . ••• 

''"'■uides "‘ .!'‘'"’'“^"cc^," 


""•'•ent r.,pe„ 
d,pe« : 
='■“■?••/« ,0 


""'""■"‘'''■"'X-nd.e. 

,h/, 

‘^°n vv.-ii.-. 


‘^■599.178 ,° ® 
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Toti, ^^NeRat “ 
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[«] We now dispatch the Ceres, Talbot, and Halsxuell with cargoes, 
as per accompanying invoices and bills of lading, amounting to viz., 

Per Ceres 
Talbot 
Halsiuell 


Current rupees 40 » 77.350 


13,04,400 

14,15,700 


By these ships we have the lionor to transmit you the copy of our pro- 
ceedings from the 1st January to 31st December 1780 annual sett, and 
from the 1st January to «5th June 1781 broken sett, lost in the Sir Edward 
Hughes packet; and in a few days, by the Lord Macartney, we shall send 
you the broken set of our consultations in this Department, from the 
dispatch of the Atlas to the 1st of January. 

[3] Lieutenant Colonel Tolly, of artillery, and Major Gardner, of 
the engineer corps, having obtained our permission to resign the Honour- 
able Company’s service they now proceed to England on the Ceres and 
Talbot. 

[4] Mr, Dacres, President of the Board of Trade, having resigned that 
office has been succeeded by Mr. Barton. The former proceeds to Europe 
on board the Halsiuell. 

[5] And Mr. Grueber has been appointed to the vacancy, in that 
Board, occasioned by the promotion of Mr. Barton, according to your 
commands of the 31st May 1781, paragraph 34. 

The state of the treasury: 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


Bills receivable 

General Treasury 
Sicca rupees 
Khalsah do. 


68,259 1 

23,887 8 2 

— 95.147 3 3 


73.305 5 85,030 5 2 

69,425 13 80,533 15 o 

— 1,65.564. 4 5 


Mint 


1.45.511 15 5 


General Treasury 
Khalsah 


1,45.511 15 5 
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seven thousand three hundred and fifty, C.Rs. 40,77,350; and we are 
happy to inform you that these ships got safe out and quitted their pilots 
on the 3rd instant. 

2. The Lord Macartney (now ready to receive her dispatches) has 
on board a cargo as per invoice, amounting to (C.Rs. 11,07,790) eleven 
lacs seven thousand seven hundred and ninety. 

3. By this ship we have the honor to transmit you our broken set of 
proceedings in this Department for December. 


4. In the consultation noted in the margin a protest from Captain 
Wakeman of the Rod^iey is recorded for deficient tonnage; and in the 

same consultation you will observe a letter from our 
4t December. Agent for dispatching the Honourable Company’s 
ships, stating that the stores for the island of St. Helena “were not on 
board the Rodney when he arrived with her, nor would the ship’s draught 
of water admit of their being taken in at Kedgeree”. We are therefore of 
opinion that Captain Wakeman should be answerable for all losses that 
may arise to the Company from his refusal to receive on board the Rodney 
her charterparty tonnage. 


5. Taking into consideration the number of ships, now here, wait- 
ing for cargoes, the little prospect there is of tonnage being provided for 
all of them, and the great expence to which the Company would be put 
on account of demurrage if the whole were not dispatched this season, 
we resolved to send the Vansittart, being the last on the list, to Bencoolen; 
the President and Council there- having written very pressingly for many 
stores, which will be forwarded to them by this conveyance. The saving 
of freight thereon will in. some measure compensate for the loss the Com- 
pany would otherwise sustain, on account of demurrage, by the detention 
of the Vansittart one year in India. 


6. The same motive which induced us to dispatch the Vansittart to 
Bencoolen compelled us to order only two thirds of a cargo to be put on 
board the Pigoty that this ship might fill up at Madrass understanding 
that the President and Council there had more tonnage than the Bus- 
bridge could take in; and Captain Morgan will accordingly sail in a few 
days. 

7. The Southampton having been repaired and reported fit to receive 

the Honourable Company’s investment this ship was again taken into the 
service on the [ ] 

8. The following ships still remain in the river to be dispatched 
to Europe direct, viz.. Fox, nearly laden, Warren Hastings, Earl of 
Oxford, Southampton, Major and Besborough. 

9- They will be dispatched in the order in which they stand, and 
we are yet hopeful that the Board of Trade will be able to load both the 
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Intelligence schooner to Batavia, with letters to the General and Council 
containing our earnest request that they would afford us the supply 
required and that they would appoint such agents, for this purpose, as 
they should deem necessary, to whom a commission of 5 per cent should 
be allowed in addition to the prescribed rates, which we left to their 
decision, proposing that immediate payment should be made either to 
such agents as should be deputed to receive possession of the Dutch East 
India Company’s factories in Bengal, or by our sending silver or opium 
to Batavia at their option. 

15. We acquainted the Presidency of Fort St. George with our 
anxiety oh their account, in consequence of the necessity we had been 
under of withholding their expected supplies, and of the application we 
had made to the Government of Batavia, and we directed Captain Murray 
to return with all possible expedition to Fort St. George with their answer 
that should it prove a favorable one no time might be lost in dispatch- 
ing such ships as could be got. ready for that purpose, to convey the grain 
to Fort St. George. . 


16. You have already been informed of the measures we had thought 
it necessary, to adopt in order to avert as much as possible the effects of 
the famine, with which we were threatened, and of our appointment of 
a Committee of Grain, with very extensive powers, for this purpose. And 
we are happy to inform you that these exertions have had so good an 
effect that, although the scarcity has not been entirely removed, the alarm 
of the natives has in a great measure subsided, and we have every reason 
to expect that in a short time plenty will be again established throughout 
the provinces. 


17* We referred the adjustment of the contractors’ accounts to the 
Committee of Grain, that they might determine the compensation equit- 
ably due to each. They accordingly transmitted to us accounts current 

between the Honourable Company and the principal 
contractors, as recorded in the consultation noted in 
the margin, to which we beg leave to refer for your 
more particular information on this subject. 


Consultation 1st 
December. 


18. From these accounts and from the estimates of private merchants 
the Committee calculated the average rate of shipping and re-landing grain 
at this port, in order to determine the compensation which justice required 
should be made to such individuals as had actually shipped grain, but 
were prevented from exporting it by the embargo. 

19. This calculation was made with the most minute exactness, and 
the average expence computed at 50 rupees per 100 bags, or 8 annas for 
each bag. We agreed therefore to make this allowance to such indi- 
viduals as had laden their grain and were obliged to re-land it, the truth 
of which was verified by each of them on oath. The sum paid on this 
account, and a list of such persons as received the indemnification, is 
recorded in our proceedings last quoted, to which we again request leave 
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the proposed plan; and the appointment of Mr. Burrow to be master of 
the school has accordingly taken place. His allowances \yere fixed at five 
hundred sicca laipees per mensem. We cannot however close this para- 
graph without requesting your attention to the Chief Engineer’s letter on 
the subject which we consider particularly deserving your notice. 

27. Ensign William Mercer has represented to us that in 1780 he 
received your permission to proceed to India, was taken prisoner by the 
combined fleets and sent back to England, that in 1781 he received your 
orders to embark on the Mulgrave but was detained eight months in 
England in consequence of a proposal for raising a company for service 
in India, and that his name is omitted in your general list. We request 
therefore to be informed at what time this gentleman received from you 
his appointment of cadet, in order that his rank in the service may be 
ascertained. 

28. The state of the treasuries this day is as follows: 

Ready money 

General Treasury 

Khalsah 


Bills receivable 

General Treasury 
Sicca rupees 50,000 o o 
Khalsah 

Sicca rupees 2,37,009 5 2 


Mint 

145.511 15 5 

Khalsah 

••• ••• ••• 

145.511 15 5 

Unsorted treasure 
Khalsah 

From Burdwan 7,631 o lo 

Valued at 10 per cent better than current rupees .., 8,097 2 2 

Current rupees ... 5,58,819 4 o 

Balance accounts deposits ... 8,69,616 2 5 

iJo. Accomptant General to the 

Mayor’s Court ... ... i,,o,i6i 13 9 


58,000 o o 

^.74.930 7 3 

3.32.930 7 3 


34,619 8 10 
37,660 2 4 

72.279 11 2 
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LEnER TO COURT 


Balance of the old bonded debt on 
‘which the interest has 
ceased by public adver- 
tisement 

New bonded debt at 8 per cent 
4 per cent remittance loan 
Annuities 


45,117 o 8 
1,66,67,656 5 8 
33»67'36o o o 
45,920 o o 

2,11,15,831 6 6 


Fort William, 
gih February 1784, 


We have the honor to be 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 
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LETTER DATED i6 FEBRUARY 1784 

Friendly relations to he established with the King of Acheen — Fay- 
master General appointed for troops sewing beyond the Karamnasa — 
retrenchment to be made in the Bombay Detachment on its return to 
Bengal. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the United 

Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. The last letter we addressed you from this Department was per 
Lord Macartney, under date the glh instant; by the Fox we have now the 
honor of transmitting you our annual set of proceedings for last year, 
and the broken set from the ist to the 22nd ultimo. 

2. The amount of the Fox’s invoice is current rupees 13,71,985-0-0. 

3. We arc sorry to inform you that we have received a letter from 
Captain Tolme, dated Columbo Roads lolh December, acquainting us 

that the Resolution, under his command, had on the 
* lanuary November suffered severely by a violent gale of 
. - * wind, in which she lost some of her masts, and was 

otherwise so much disabled as to be lowed to Columbo by one of the 
French frigates of a squadron he fell in with off Point de Gale, under the 
command of Monsieur Du Pigny, who had offered to. send the Bellona 
to tow the ship to Bombay, which offer Captain Tolme had accepted, and 
intended to sail on the 14th of December in order to dock and repair the 
Resolution, which we hope he will effect early enough to proceed to 
England this season. 
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4. In our letter of the sgrd October, per Nerbudda, we informed 
you that in consequence of the publication of your licence to individuals 
to send home raw silk in the Company’s chartered ships in 1784/5, we 

had received a notification of a design to make use 
5th January. extent of two tons, since that period 

several applications have been made to us, as recorded in the consultation 
noted in the margin, and we have been induced from the representations 
of the Board of Trade, and the want of investment to complete the lad- 
ing of all the ships here, to grant this licence for the present season. 


5. In consequence of the instructions from your Secret Committee 
under date the 8th of December 1781, a letter to the King of Acheen 
accompanyed with suitable presents were on the snd September 1782, (as 

you have been informed from the Secret Department) 
igt January. prepared and entrusted to Mr. Botham, one of the 
members of the Council of Bencoollen. The report of this gentleman 
explains the result of his endeavors, which is recorded in the consultation 
noted in margin. 


6. In the same consultation you will observe a minute delivered in 
by the Governor General on this subject, and a motion from him for 

Mr. Joseph Yorke Kinlock to be appointed our Com- 
mercial Resident at Acheen, which we agreed to; and 
that gentleman will shortly proceed to his station. The motives which 
induced us to make this appointment are so fully stated in the Governor 
General’s minute, above quoted, that we beg leave to refer you to it. 


19th January. 


7. Conformably to your commands contained in the 17th paragraph 
of your letter of the 1st March 1783, we have appointed Mr. John 
Womb well Paymaster General to all the troops serving beyond the Caram- 
nassa, with the single exception of the garrison of Chunar. The embarass- 
ments which would attend an alteration in the mode of paying this 
garrison induced us to continue it under the present regular payment by 
the Paymaster to all the garrisons. 

8. The accounts of a very considerable part of the army being, by 
this alteration, removed to a distant station, and in consequence their 
transmission to the Presidency (to go through the regular forms of official 
investigation) necessarily delayed, an evil seemed likely to arise from it, 
by which the Company have, in former instances, very severely suffered; 
that of large balances remaining against the Paymasters for sums re- 
trenched from their disbursements, which a delay in auditing their 
accounts frequently puts it out of their power to recover by the inter- 
mediate death or removal of officers. The loss must consequently either 
fall unjustly upon them or be ultimately borne, as has been recently the 
case, by the Company. 

9. To obviate this inconvenience as well as to render your order 
complete in its effect, and consistant with the general principles and 
usages of your service, we resolved that an office, corresponding to tha,t 
of the Paymaster General to the troops serving beyond the Caramnassa, 


33. 
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should be constiiulcd for the purpose of auditing; on the spot the accounts 
of that part of the army. 'The disbursements by this means undergoing 
a regular and immediate audit, the retrenchments (which would be com- 
municated without any delay to the several paymasters) would be recover- 
ed without difficulty, and leave them no pretence for retaining a balance 
in their hands, which it has been our most positive injunction to the 
Paymaster General not to suffer them to hold on any account whatsoever. 

10. We deemed it a respectful submission to your commands, sig- 
nified in the ind paragraph of your letter of tlic 17th May 1780, to 
appoint Mr. John Scawen to the charge of tliis office, and we have accord- 
ingly directed him to remain in charge of it imiil the office of Commissary 
General shall be vacant. And he shall be entitled to hold it by regul.ar 
succession, according to the terms of your orders. 


11. For the duties which we have annexed to the offices above- 
mentioned, and the instructions we have thought it 
necessary to give to the gentlemen appointed to them, 
we beg leave to refer you to the consultation noted 
where every particular, relative to this subject, is 


Comultaiion f>th 
Januaiy, 


in the margin, 
recorded. 


IS. The near approach of the Bombay Detachment, under Colonel 
Charles Morgan, to its destination within the line of our own provinces 
induced us to request the assistance of the Commander in Chief in forming 
such reductions in the military establishment as, it might be judged 
adviseable, should take place on the arrival of these troops. General 
Stibbert accordingly attended us, and recommended 
gt January. regiments should be immediately disbanded, 

which we agreed to. And for a particular account of this reduction we 
beg leave to refer you to our proceedings. 

13. Your Military Paymaster General having frequently represented 
to us that the retrenchments made from the military accounts prior to 
the year 1780 could not be recovered, and that by standing against the 
different Paymasters they exhibited to the Company balances due, from 

which they had nothing to expect, and as we had 
already been obliged in the cases of Messrs. Pipon 
and Burgh to write off these retrenchments, we resolved 
to make the rule general, and accordingly ordered all retrenchments from 
the Paymasters' accounts, previous to the period we have before mentioned, 
to be wrote off to profit and loss in the books of his office. 

14. We have received a letter from Mr. A. Williams, Surgeon Major 
of the 1st Brigade, representing the disappointment he had suffered in 
his expectations of succeeding to the office of Surgeon General by the 
return of Mr. Ellis to his station in your service. 

15. This gentleman has been twenty years a Surgeon Major, and as 
his prospect of succession to the office of Surgeon General is still further 
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removed by our expectations and hopes that Mr. Daniel Campbell will 
obtain your permission to return to his rank and station in a short time, 
and Mr William’s request being strengthened by the opinion and recom- 
mendation both, of the Commander in Chief and the late Surgeon General, 
we resolved to grant him the rank and allowances of a lieutenant colonel, 
a reward to which his long and faithful services justly entitle him. 

16. The Administrator to the effects of the Reverend Mr. Stanley, late 
Chaplain to the Third Brigade, has represented to us the insolvency of 
the estate, and solicits that Mr. Stanley’s widow, who is left with two or 
three children, may be admitted to enjoy the benefit of the pension. We 
transmit a copy of his letter, a number in the packet, for your decision 
respecting the claim preferred on behalf of Mr. Stanley. 

17. The following officers have obtained our permission to resign 
the service and proceed to Europe for the purposes mentioned in their 
different letters, viz,. Major Roberts Davy, Captains Harvey, Hawkesly 
Hall. Robert Stewart, Geo. Birrel and Ensign Williams. 

18. The opinion entertained by the Commander in Chief of the 

services and merit of the several officers is mentioned 
an?22nd^Januar? letters to us, recorded in the consultations 

noted in the margin, to which we beg leave to 

refer vou. 


19. The state of the treasury this day is as follows: 

Ready money 

General Treasury ... ... 30,855 3 6 

Khalsah ... ... 35,671 3 o 

56,536 5 6 


Bills receivable 

General Treasury 

Sicca rupees ... 50,000 o o 

Khalsah do. ... 3,19,050 13 9 

Mint 

General Treasury ... 

Khalsah 

• • • • • • 

Unsorted treasure 
Khalsah 

From Burdwan 

Valued at 10 per cent better than 


58,000 o o 
3,70,098 14 9 

— 4,38,098 14 9 


145.51 1 15 5 

• • • 

— 1.45.511 15 5 


8,361 10 o 

current rupees ... 9.197 3 3 


Current rupees 39.334 5 id 
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LCTfER TO COURT 


Balance account deposits 
Do. Accomptant General lo the 
Mayor's Court ... 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has ceased 
by publick advertisement ... 
New bonded debt at 8 per cent 
XI per cent remittance loan 
Annuities 


*.89.9>9 13 3 
1.20,161 13 9 


45.117 o 8 
1,66,09,656 5 8 
33,67,360 o o 
45,920 o o 

2,11,38,135 1 4 


Fort WUliam, We have the honor to be 

the 16th February 1784. Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 


18 

LETTER DATED 28 FEBRUARY 1784 

Board of Trade versus Prinsep — soncO'on of one crore of rupees for 
the Investment of 1784!^ — Francis and Barwell to return the sums overpaid 
to them — return of the Bengal troops from the Carnatic. 

GENERAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 

United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. Our address to you from this Department, under date the i6lh 
instant, was per Fox, which ship sailed from Kedgeree on the 22nd, and 
we have no doubt but that Captain Blackburn has before this time quitted 
his pilot. Duplicate of that letter with a continuation of our proceedings 
and index for the month of January are now forwarded by the Warren 
Hastings, together with the papers and books, as particularly specified in 
the list of packet. 

2. Captain Popham, who came out in the command of the Ann and 

Amelia transport, has made a demand of Arcot rupees 
•> six thousand one hundred and twenty eight (6128) for 

■' dieting one hundred and eighty five Hanoverians from 

Bombay to Madras, which we have referred to you, not deeming ourselves 
authorized to discharge it. 

3. In the 58th and 59th paragraphs of our letter per Surprise we 
informed you that in consequence of Mr. Prinsep having claimed the 
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rio-ht which, in the agreement with him respecting the chintz manufactory, 
is°reserved to either party of referring to arbitration the decision on any 
case of difference that might arise, we had authorized and desired the 
Board of Trade to appoint proper persons on the part of the Company 
to determine on the design and obligation of the clause contained in the 
contract respecting the purchase of these buildings. 

4. Arbitrators having been, in consequence, chosen respectively by 
the Board of Trade and Mr. Prinsep, they have awarded that the obliga- 
tion to receive the buildings etc., at Pultah is binding 
Consultation 26th upon the Company; and fixed the sum to be paid to 
January. Prinsep as the value of them at (Arcot rupees 

2,14,047) two hundred and fourteen thousand and forty seven Arcot rupees, 
with interest from the 15th of February 1783. 


26th January. 


The Board of Trade having already written to you an account 
of this transaction we beg leave to refer to their 


the subject fully stated. 


letters and to our consultations where you will find 


6. We have advised you from time to time of the ships, according to 
the following list, having received cargoes on board; and the amount of 
their invoices is particularly specified opposite to the name of each, viz., 


Resolution 

Rodney 

Busbridge 

Worcester 

W interton 

Norfolk 

Atlas 

Barwell ... 

Belmont ... 

Halswell 

Ceres 

Talbot 

Lord Macartney ... 

Pigot 

Fox 

• • • • • • 

Warren Hastings 

and the Earl of Oxford cargoe will 


16,34,740 

16.56.500 
54,000 

15.45.700 

... ... 14,16,200 

... ... 13,54,000 

14.07.500 
14,43,900 

14.08.700 
13,57,250 
13,03,400 

14.15.700 
11,07,790 

4.18.600 
13,71,985 

12.69.600 

be more than ... 12,00,000 


Total 2,13,65,565 


Board of Trade have shipped and dispatched, in the 
course ot a few months, goods the prime cost of which amounts to current 
rupees (2,13,65,565), twenty one millions three hundred and sixty five 
mousand five hundred and sixty five, which rated at 25. id. per current 
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has been tor some years on the western side of India; and that this reduc- 
tion may be completed we have repeatedly, and in the most urgent manner, 
requested the Government of Fort St. George to return to these provinces 
the Bengal troops serving in the Carnatic. 

15. We have remitted to Fort St. George bills of exchange to the 
amount of 3,20,000 sicca rupees, which we hope is a sullicient sum to pay 
■up so much of the arrears due to the ollicers and men of the detachment 
as will enable them to quit that Presidency, and we shall send an addi- 
tional supply for their relief to Masulipatam. 

16. The state of the treasuries this day is as follows: 

Ready money 


General Treasury ... 

Khalsah 

Bills receivable 

General Treasury 
Sicca rupees 50,000 o o 
Khalsah 

Sicca rupees 2,10,085 14 9 

Mint 

General Treasury ... 

Khalsah 


Balance account deposits 

Do. Accomptant General to the 
Mayor’s Court 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has 
ceased by publick adver- 
tisement 

New bonded debt at 8 per cent 
4 per cent remittance loan 
Annuities 


Fort William, 

the 28th February 1784. 


31492 15 11 
26,151 14 10 

57,644 14 9 


58,000 o o 
-43>699 10 9 

— 3»od699 10 9 


145^511 15 5 
* » • 

145411 15 5 


Current rupees 5,04,856 8 ii 

845.171 13 3 
1,20,161 13 9 


45,117 o 8 
1.65,49,056 5 8 
33.67.360 o o 
45.920 00 

T- 2,09,72,787 1 4 


We have the honour to be 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most faithful humble servants. 
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7. We were therefore much concerned at receiving a letter from the 
Government of Fort’ St. George, representing that their encreasing 

distresses for want of grain made them apprehensive 
s ^ c'eor consequences if left without assis- 

13th Suary! ^ tance from hence, that they were without expectations 
Consultation 20th of . being enabled to provide for the settlement and 

February. army, and the expected supplies from Batavia were 

of a nature too distant and precarious to give them hopes of effectual 
relief. 


8. This alarming prospect induced Lord Macartney and his Council, 
notwithstanding the embargo, to enter into a contract with Captain 

Letter from Fort Jameson to supply them with two cargoes from Bengal. 
St, George, dated And they earnestly entreated us not only to gxant an 
13th and 17th Feb- exemption from the prohibition to the extent of this 

Consultation 20th contract (60,000 maunds) in favour of Captain 
February. Jameson, but to permit the exportation of as large a 

supply as we could possibly spare during the continuance of the season. 

9. We referred these representations to the Committee of Grain, and 
Consultation 20th required their opinion how far we could afford relief 

February. to the Presidency of Fort St. George, consistently with 

the safety of these provinces. 

10. From the statements which they had received of the quantity of 

grain in the several districts of Bengal the Committee 
February*^^*^*”" were clearly of opinion that the embargo could not, 

at this period, be taken off without the greatest danger, 
but that a partial exportation for the relief of Madras might be permitted 
without material prejudice to the welfare of the country, if the provision 
of it were confined to particular districts and the quantity not exceeding 
1,00,000 maunds. 


11. We in consequence immediately advised the Governor and 
Council of Fort St. George of our resolution to supply them with 50,000 
Consultation 27th bags, the quantity pointed out by the Committee of 
February. Grain. And deeming this a favourable opportunity of 

making some compensation to the merchants who had suffered by the 
embargo and who had preferred claims upon our Government on that 
account, we directed that the quantity to be exported should be divided 
amongst them according to the respective losses they had sustained, obliging 
those who accepted this indulgence to deliver the grain at the price stipu- 
lated to be paid Captain Jameson, which had been represented to us as 
very reasonable by the Government of Madrass, and we admitted him to 
his proportion as a claimant for one cargoe, according to the terms 
of this contract. 


13. The infirm state of health under which Mr, Larkins, your 
Accountant General, still labors, occasioned by his unremitted attention 
to the duties of a most laborious office, and the consequent necessity of 
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i5 MARCti 1784 


19. Ill our lelLcr, per NerUiidda, of ilic ^9111 September 1783 (paras. 
51 and 52), we stated tlie reasons which induced us particularly to request 
that you would not send out any more cadets for this establishment. 

20. The number of supernumerary ollicers occasioned by tlie late 
reduction, which will be materially encreased when the Be[ngalJ Detach- 
ment serving in the Carnatic returns to these provinces, renders the 
appointment of any additional ollicers totally unnecessary for two years to 
come; and tlie expence of our military establishment makes this an object 
deserving your most serious attention. 


21. We must therefore in the strongest terms repeat our request 
that no more cadets may be sent out till the number of ollicers shall be 
considerably reduced. Indeed our establishment is now so burthened, in 
this respect, that we had it very lately in contemplation to grant leave of 
absence to such of your ollicers as wished to return to Europe for two 
or three years upon their pay (without bcilta) for the sole purpose of 
lessening the unsupportable expence of so great a number of super- 
numerary, and consequently useless, ollicers. 

22. We beg leave to request your particular attention to the case 
of Major Henry [Wray] who was dismissed from your military service by 
the sentence of a court martial held at Futty Ghur on the 8th July 1783. 


23. The proceedings at this trial appearing to us irregular we referred 
Consultations, [case] of Major Wray to the judges of the Supreme 

s3rd February and [Court], and in consequence of their opinion, which 

22nd December. you find recorded in our consultations, we restored 

him to his rank and command in the service. 


24. Having in consequence [. . .] reference which we found it neces- 

sary to [make] to the Advocate General in the case of Mr. Donelly, request- 
ed his opinion on the [ ] question “[. . .] we may legally seize and send 

home all such persons as shall be [dismissed] the service by the authority 
of Government [or by the] sentence of a court martial”, ^ve think it 

proper to request your attention to his reply, and that 
having submitted it to the Company’s law officers 

in England we may be favored with your sentiments 
and instructions there for our guidance in future. 

25. The Commander in Chief having recommended a promotion in 

gih February artillery corps to fill the vacancies occasioned by 

death and resignation we agreed to his recommenda- 
tion, and made the promotion accordingly. 

26. General Stibbert has also in' consequence of the earnest solicita- 

gth February several of the senior captains and subalterns 

of infantry recommended that fifteen of the former 
and twenty one of the latter shall be indulged with advanced rank but 
without any increase of pay or allowances. 
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for [the recovery] of his health, and from our opinion of his merits we are 
induced to add our recommendation to that of the Commander in Chief 
in his favor, 

33. The motive assigned by Lieutenant Gall for proceeding to 

England is that of soliciting you to fix his rank in the army, his name 
having been omitted in the list of [ ] 1781. 

34. The state of treasuries this day is as follows: 


Ready money 

General Treasury ... 

Khalsah 

Bills receivable 

General Treasury 

Sicca rupees 50,000 o o 
Khalsah do, 66,891 ii 9 


26,6 [ J 

[ ] [ 1 

58. [ ] 

77 C ] [ ] 


Unsorted treasure 

Khalsah 
From Burdwan 

Rupees 1,828 6 a 

Valued at 10 per cent better than current rupees 2811 [ ] 


Balance account deposits 
Do. Accomptant General to the 
Mayor’s Court 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has 
ceased by publick adver- 
tisement 

New bonded debt at 8 per cent 
4 per cent remittance loan 


Current rupees 277 [ ] 

78.577 7 8 

1,20,161 13 9 


[?]45,n7 o 8 
,65,49,056 5 8 
16,96,680 o o 

— [ ] 


Fort William, 
the 15th March 1784. 


We have the honor to be 
Honourable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servants. 
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LETTER DATED 23 AUGUST 1784 

Loss of the Major due to fire— the 17S5I6 Investment— improvement 
in the grain situation at Madras — complaint of Fort St. George against 
Bengal Government for not supplying them money unjiistifid — mutiny of 
the cavalry in the Carnatic — scarcity of grain in Bombay and Tellicherry — 
steps taken to increase the supply of specie to Fort Marlborough 
— measures to make up for the loss sustained by the Government on 
account of paying compensation to sufferers of the embargo — King of 
Rhio’s proposal that an English factory be established in his land accepted 
— br. Rowland Jackson’s zutdoiu applies for pension from Lord Clive’s 
Fund. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. We avail ourselves of an opportunity afforded by a Danish ship, 
the Copenhagen, of conveying to you from this Department a short 
account of such transactions as have happened since our last dispatches 
of the 15th March, of which we enclosed you a triplicate. 

a. The Earl of Oxford quitted her pilot on the a4th March, and 
by a letter from Captain White, dated 16th, April, we learn he was on 
that day in latitude 7°-46' N., all well. 

3. Since closing the dispatches per Oxford we have had the honor 
to receive your commands of the: 

10th and a4th September per Siualloxv on the 12th March 
Duplicate 24th September per Eurydice on the 29th March 
23rd December per Berrington on the 4th July 
Duplicate December per Valentine on the 26th July 
Triplicate December per Flillsborough on the 9th August, and that 
of the 28th January per Mansfield on the 16th August. 

4. A particular reply to these advices will be forwarded by the first 
of the Company’s ships, to be dispatched the ensuing season, which rve 
suppose will arrive in Europe nearly as soon as the Copenhagen; under 
this idea we avoid writing you so fully at present as we should other- 
wise do. 

5. We are concerned to inform you of the total loss by fire of the 
onourable Company’s ship Major whilst laying off Culpee. By a letter 
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only in obedience to any commands we might receive from you, it is 
therefore only necessary to advise you by this conveyance that not having 
received any instructions from you on this subject no alteration has taken 
place in these resolutions. 

13. The supracargoes at Canton have represented to us that they 
had engaged cargoes for a considerable number of ships, and pointed out 
the ill consequences of detaining or diverting the destination of those 
intended for that voyage, which they attribute to our concluding they 
would be unable to provide cargoes without assistance from us, at the 
same time urging the necessity for our affording them every supply which 
the exigencies of the Company’s affairs would admit. 

14. In reply we informed them that the reason for the detention of 
the China ships proceeded from their arriving on the Coast so late as to 
make the passage to China impracticable that season, in consequence of 
which they had been employed in conveying stores and provisions to the 
several Presidencies, but that the whole now remaining in India would 
(we understood) be dispatched for Canton in the course of the season; 
We have already mentioned our letters to Fort St. George and Bombay 
on this subject. 

15. The distress of this Government from our exertions to support 
so long and expensive a war deprived us of the means of furnishing a 
supply of treasure this season to Canton, but we have given your supra- 
cargoes assurances that we would gladly afford all the aid in our power 
for the provision of the next year’s investment, and we requested them to 
endeavour to point out some mode for effecting this end, less destructive 

, to the currency of Bengal than that of exporting specie and less objec- 
tionable to them than the methods we were obliged to adopt in 1782. 


16. 'We are happy that the quantity of grain thrown into Madrass, 
in consequence of the reestablishment of peace, made the failure of the 
intended very large supplies (which the scarcity in Bengal obliged us to 
deprive them of) so little felt that the price even in a time of the greatest 
plenty is seldom so low as it has been since our last dispatches to you, 
and as the precautions we have taken and the favorable prospects from 
approaching crops have removed the apprehensions of famine in 
Bengal, though we do not yet think it prudent to take off the embargo, 
we have hopes of being able to afford a supply during the next season, 
which with those expected from other quarters will be fully adequate to 
the consumption of that Presidency. 


17 - The want of cash (which this quarter has felt to a most dis- 
tiessing degree) obliged the • Government of Madras to draw upon us to 
an enormous amount, their. bills from the 1st of April last year to the 
present time exceeding on an average 4,58,637-0-3 rupees per month, and 
appearing to encrease rather than diminish. 

We have pointed out the ill effects of thus imposing so constant 
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that .they did not think any considerable exports could yet be afforded 
from these provinces with due regard to the future welfaie of the country, 
and the preservation of the lives of the inhabitants. 

24. They were however of opinion that 30,000 bags might be spared 
from the Company’s stores without much danger. We accordingly resolved 
to dispatcli that quantity without loss of time, and directed them to 
advertize for proposals for its immediate transportation either to Bombay 
or Tellicherry. In consequence of which they engaged vessels to convey 
this supply at the rate of sicca rupees 6 and 6-6 per bag. As the season 
of the year made it requisite that the ships who undertook this passage 
should be strong and well found we directed the Master Attendant to 
examine each of them, previous to their being engaged for this service. 

25. The great plenty and low price of grain at Madrass at this period 
held out a prospect of being able to supply a considerable quantity from 
that place as the merchants who had collected, as we understood, a large 
quantity of rice from the Sircars would gladly change its destination to 
the relief of Bombay or Tellicherry. 

26. We therefore advertized for proposals for the delivery of 50,000 
bags at either of these places before the tst of October to be paid for by 
bills of exchange on this Government, and accepted all the offers which 
could be depended upon, in consequence, to the amount of 36,000 bags, 
at the rates of io|- and n rupees per bag. 

27. We have likewise accepted all the bills drawn upon us by that 
Presidency, and omitted no opportunity of conveying supplies to them 
from our treasury. 

28. You have been already informed of the steps we had taken, 
previous to our last dispatches to you, for supplying the Presidency 'of 
Fort Marlborough in obedience to your repeated commands. Their 
indents with a few triffling variations, which necessity obliged us to 
make, had been fully complied with except in the article of ophium 
of which we had not any on hand and of specie which the state of our 
treasury did not admit of our supplying. And bills from them have been 
accepted to the amount of current rupees 2,04,542-5-8 since the commence- 
ment of the last year. 

29. The difficulties which the Presidency of Fort Marlborough found 
themselves under for a supply of specie from here obliged them to make 
repeated and earnest applications to us on this subject. And Lieutenant 

Consultation and Murray, whose health and the situation of his 

June. private affairs rendered his making a voyage to Bengal 

. necessary, was charged with a further representation 

o their distress and of the necessity of some steps beino; immediately taken 
for their relief. r o 7 

30- Fully sensible of the urgency of their demands we did not hesi- 
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endeavours will be exerted in employing every resource in our power for 
the relief of all the other Presidencies, the burthen of which falls almost 
entirely upon us, and that in the application of them we shall pay the 
strictest attention to your orders and to the general interests of the 
Company. 

38. During the course of the last is months we have supplied the 
several Presidencies by payments of their drafts and bills, specie and goods, 
dispatched from hence, to the following amount: 

To Fort St. George ... ... 61,34,323 13 3 

Bombay ... ... ••• 8,15,040 7 3 

Fort Marlborough ... ... ... 3 7 

39. These heavy and incessant drains on an exhausted treasury, 
added to advances to the Board of Trade and to the expences of our 
army and other establishments, have driven us to the necessity of a measure 
it was our wish, as much as possible, to avoid, that of drawing upon yc^u. 
Our treasury which was opened on the 20th of February closed, according 
to our resolutions, on the 30th of April, and we were obliged to open it 
again on the 7th of June and continue to let it remain so to the 31st 
of July. 

40. The amount received during those periods for bills, which are 
to be granted in February next upon you, is current rupees 63,96,457. 


41. The immense and valuable cargoes which were dispatched to 
you in the course of the last season, and for which you must have an 
extensive and favorable sale from the general establishment of peace in 
Europe after so long a war, will we hope render your acceptance of these 
bills easy, especially as they contain an optional clause for your postponing 
payment for three years. At all events we thought it more for your lasting 
interest and the general good of your service to incur those drafts than by 
a misplaced regard to the letter of your orders to permit the other Presi- 
dencies to sink amidst their wants and distresses, which must have been 
the consequence of our not keeping the treasury open, and had not this 
money been received by us it would have been remitted to Europe through 
foreign channels to the great prejudice of your sales. 


4^- When the state of the country obliged us to lay the embargo on 
the exportation of grain several merchants who had prepared tonnage for 
conveying large quantities of this article to Fort St. George represented 
to us the loss they sustained, and appealed to our justice for relief. 


43. As public necessity alone was the cause of the prohibition it 
became an important object of our attention to prevent individuals suffer- 
ing more than a proportionable share of the general calamity. 

44- You have been already informed of the compensation we made 
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King of Rliio to appropriate a part of his clominioris to the Couipany for 
an English settlement. 

53. The acceptance of this offer may be productive of considerable 
advantages by forming a secure mart for the disposid of the ophium 
produced in Bengal, and perhaps by opening sources of commerce with 
the natives hitherto unknown, as well as allording refreshment and assis- 
tance to our ships trading to the eastward or on their passage to China, 
and will be attended with a very inconsiderable expence. 

53. We therefore deputed Captain Forrest with a letter and small 
present to the King of Rhio, and instructed him to take possession of the 

ground which the king might allot for the purpose 
Consultation 15th English factory, and upon obtaining a grant of 

‘ it to the Company to erect the British flag, and endea- 

vour to gain the conhdence' of the natives, and open a free intercourse of 
trade not only with the inhabitants of Rhio but of all the neighbouring 
islands. A powerfull inducement for adopting this measure was to prevent 
foreigners from establishing themselves there. 

54. We further directed him to continue his survey of that Coast and 
the islands near it, and to ascertain the produce of the country, and what 
goods produced in any of the Company’s factories might be advantageously 
bartered for it. 

55. Captain Forrest accordingly sailed for Rhio in the Esther brig, 
taking with him, by our orders, a small investment of ophium, piece goods 
and such articles as were likely to find a good market, and we instructed 
him to demand the amount of the ophium lost in the port of Rhio on 
board the Betsy in 1782. 

56. The remarks made by this gentleman during his last voyage and 
a map of the islands surveyed by him will be transmitted to you on one 
of the ships of the ensuing season, and will evince Captain Forrest’s zeal 
and diligence in the prosecution of the discoveries in which he has been 
employed. 

57- The contract with Mr. Vailderheyden for keeping in repair the 
cantonments at Berhampore and Dinapore expiring in October next, we, 
agreeably to your orders, published an advertizement for a renewal of it 
to the lowest proposer. “ 

58. Various offers were in consequence made, the terras of which 

Consultation and f ^^^h other very materially, the highest 

June. being more than double the amount of the Imvest, an 

evident proof that most of them were formed without 
any calculation whatever. 
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- The terms which appeared to us most eligible were those pro- 
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66. We are sorry to inform you that the following persons have been 
dismissed from your military service by the sentences 
of courts martial; 

Captain Leonard Jaques. 

Lieutenant J. Earls. 

Ensign J. H. Palmer, Assistant Surgeon Powels. 

67. In consequence of the departure of Doctor Burn, Senior Chaplain 
at Presidency, and the Reverend Wm. Johnson succeeding, we removed 
the Reverend T. Blanchard, by his own desire, from the chaplaincy to the 
garrison to that station at the Presidency. And the Reverend J. Pemberton 
having accompanied the detachment of our troops from Bombay, and 
expressing his wish to remain in Bengal we appointed him Chaplain to 
the garrison of Fort William in the room of Mr. Blanchard, till your 
pleasure should be known. 

68. The high opinion we entertain of this gentleman induces us to 
recommend him to your favor and to request your confirmation of his 
appointment. 

69. Major Balfour having embarked for Europe we directed the 
Company’s Attorney to demand from his attornies the amount decreed by 
the Supreme Court against him in the suit concerning the Bidge Ghur 
prize money. 

70. In reply to this demand Major Balfour’s Attorney acquainted us 
that he had instructions to apply for leave to appeal the cause to His 
Majesty in Council and offered to deposit bonds of the Honourable 
Company to remain as security for payment of the decree should it be 
confirmed on the appeal, which we have accordingly accepted. 

The state of the treasuries this day is as follows: 

Ready money 

General Treasury ... ... 49,910 10 o 

Khalsah ... ... ... ^3,780 3 4 

— 73*690 13 4 

Bills receivable 

General Treasury 

Sicca rupees 5,35,000 o o 5,75,600 o o 

Khalsah 

Sicca rupees 1,79,888 11 6 5,59,550 14 3 

5,05,150 14 3 

Current rupees 5,75,841 11 7 

Balance account deposits ... 9*37*994 o 7 

Uo. Accomptant General to the 

Mayors Court ... 1,50,161 13 9 . 


Consultations, 
31st May. 

14th July. 

31st May. 
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4. Had our conduct been as reprehensible as it appeared to your 
Honourable Court your censure would have been too lenient for such 
an instance of inattention, and we must express our regret that you 
did not rather suspect the accuracy of your oflicers who furnished you with 
such statements than impute to us (knowing with what reluctance we had 
invariably yielded to the demands of the Board of Trade for enlarged 
advances of money) a connivance with that Board to levy so heavy a 
contribution on the Company on grounds of so gross an imposition. 

5. The error we apprehend has arisen generally from a confusion 
of the supplies of one season with those of another, and the consequent 
e.xpectation that the advances made in 1783/4 were to be productive of 
cargoes for the same season. We are conlinned in this opinion by observ- 
ing that you yourselves have not deemed it practicable to lade on the 
ships, dispatched in any particular year of our accounts, goods provided 
by advances made in the same year. For in your report to the Flouse 
of Commons dated 14th February 1784 you have considered the advances 
to be made by us in the year 1787/8 as the last of any from which you 
expect goods to be received in your warehouses by 1st March 1790, know- 
ing that the goods to be provided with the advances made by us in 1787/8 
will not be received at the Presidency until after 10th March 1788, the 
latest period allowed of by charterparty for the dispatch of ships from 
Bengal, and consequently must therefore be laden on ships to be dis- 
patched between aoth November 1788 and 10th March 1789, which will 
probably arrive in England between the month of June and November 
1789, and the produce of the goods laden on them realized between the 

^ 1st of November 1789 and the 1st of March 1790, the latest period to 
which your estimates reach. 

6. The supplies which form the aggregate amount of the supposed 
advances of 1783/4 are stated by you as follows: 

Amount of the cargoes of the Re.solation, Worcester, 

Norfolk and Hinchinbrooke 
Produce of the investment 
Do. Dutch investment 
Do. subscription of 1782 

do. of April 1783 

do. of May 1783 .., ... 

do. of August 1783 


In all 3,17,54,128 

Of these sums only the first four ought to have been stated as the advances 
° ^7^3/4 and amount but to 2,17,54,128 rupees, and even of these the 
ast ought not to have been stated at its full amount against the cargoes 
to be produced by it, since it will be found, on a comparative examina- 
advances of cash and receipts of goods for many years past, 
t at the latter have fallen short on an average rate of near 17 per cent. 


61,05,840 

37,50,000 

18,98,288 

1,00,00,000 

50.00. 000 

15.00. 000 

35.00. 000 
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must and would have drawn from you the same degree of approbation 
of the latter. 

Fourthly, the drafts which we have made upon you, even with this 
addition, are carefully guarded against the possibility of distressing you 
for the payment, both by the optional terms of it and by a provision 
of an investment greatly exceeding even in the prime cost the amount 
of the bills. 


Fifthly, you have recommended the redemption of the loan on the 
supposition of our having been enabled by a state of general peace to 
effect it by the diminution of our expences, not knowing what it was 
impossible to foresee, that a part of them have continued unaltered by 
means of the detention of Colonel Pearse’s detachment, and that an 
enormous addition has been made to them by the drafts of the Presidency 
of Fort St. George, amounting with a remittance in specie of 5 lacks to 
the sum of rupees 66,61,683-6-7 between the 1st January and 55th Octo- 
ber 1784. 


Sixthly, the first means of retriving the affairs of the Company 
must be derived from the discharge of the heavy debt, of this their 
first and only productive establishment, and from the restoration of 
its credit, which would be totally destroyed by so large a sum thrown 
upon it for immediate payment, a sum not much less than seventy lacks 
of rupees for which we have not funds, even though all the current 
disbursements were to be suspended to give it a preference. 

Seventhly, as the faith of Government would require such a preference 
to be given it would of course suspend the payments of all the treasury 
orders now due to a time so indefinite as almost to preclude the possessors 
of them, many of whom are contractors for the investment, from the use 
of the credit of these orders to fulfill their engagements. We apprehend 
that it would, in that event, invalidate the contracts, and both impede the 
course of the investment and enhance the price of it by the conditions 
which would be exacted for the indemnification of the contractors. 


Eightly, in the commands of your Honourable Court of the 16th 
March last, and in your report to the House of Commons, which was 
enclosed in it, the following appropriation of the resources of Bengal 
appear to have been made to the yearly supply of the other Presidencies 
and the trade of China, viz.. 


To Bencoollen £50,000 estimated at rupees 5,00,000 

Bombay £2,26,000 estimated at rupees 22,60,000 

China £2,50,000 estimated at rupees 25,00,000 

Madras to supply the investment 

which we estimated at rupees 25,00,000 


Total rupees 77,60,000 

To this we must add the discharge of the enormous bond debt of the 
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merit of their loans to the hazard of being, at length, reduced to submit 
to a repayment ordered at a remote period and rendered even then 
indefinite by the distress which this additional load of debt will throw 
upon our treasury. 

12. We apprehend many will be inclined to suspect that if the 
practice is once introduced of invalidating the pecuniary acts of this 
Government it will lead to the next step of confounding their claims with 
those of the common bond creditors. The only expedient which occurred 
for obviating this consequence is to reduce the provision of the investment 
from the sum originally allotted for it to a sum proportional to the 
payment which this act will exact from the treasury, and approaching 
nearer to the proportional amount of the sum stated in your report to the 
House of Commons for the investment of the year 1784/5. 

13. Your commands contained in the 2nd paragraph of your letter 
of the 23rd April respecting the investment contracts were communicated 
to the Board of Trade immediately on their receipt, and having been 
furnished, though imperfectly, with an account of the engagements with the 
present agents and contractors for the investment we thought it necessary 
to come to li final decision on the subject which has long engaged our 
attention and employed us in a variety of discussion with the Board of 
Trade upon the question of carrying litterally into execution your orders 
to advertize for proposals for the contracts to be executed for the 
investment of this season. "Resolved unanimously that the Board of 
Trade be permitted to confirm the engagements which they have made 
with their present agents and contractors for the provision of the invest- 
ment for this year, with the resenmtion of the amount of each provision 
until they shall be furnished with our final resolution upon that subject, 
which must be determined by their reply to our letter of the 27th Sep- 
tember requiring their estimate of the list of investment ordered by the 
Court of Directors.” 

14. We beg leave to refer you to the minute of this Board on the 
subject, which is transmitted a number in the packet, and will fully 
explain the reasons of this deviation from your orders, and we trust 
ensure us your approbation of the measure. 

15. The correspondence which has passed between the Board of 
Trade and us on this subject is too voluminous to be sent by this con- 
veyance but shall be forwarded by the first ship. Therein you will observe 
that we repeatedly exacted of the Board of Trade to carry your com- 
mands literally into execution, nor did we desist till we were satisfied 
that the measure was impracticable for this season, and could not be 
enforced without real prejudice to your interests. 

16. We shall be truely happy if the measures which ^ve have adopted 
m consequence of your commands of the 15th June shall meet with your 
approbation, and on an attentive consideration of the subject we are 
persuaded you will find that we have pursued the safest course to- render 
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been induced by the low and advantageous terms upon which the Surprize 
has been again tendered to us, as ivill appear from the accompanying 
charterparty of her affreightment, to take up that vessel once more, and 
particularly for the purposes of advising you of the death of Mr. Wheeler 
and to convey a copy of our reply to your commands of the 15th June 
received via Bussorah. 


2. From the Secret Department you will be informed of the state 
of affairs in a political view. The Revenue Letter will advise you of the 
situation of these provinces respecting the revenues, and the Board of 
Trade will acquaint you with their transactions since the departure of 
the Earl of Oxford. It is therefore only left to us, in this letter, to notify 
to you such occurrences as have passed in the General Department. 

3. We proceed by acknowledging the receipt of your letters which 
have arrived here since our last dispatch, viz., three of the 

16th March, received here 28th August 

23rd April do do do 

15th June and one from your Secretary of the 

16th June received on the 4th November. 


4. The Earl of Oxford the last ship dispatched by [for] carrying you 
our letter of the 15th March, of which we enclose quadruplicate together 
with duplicate of our letter of the 1st April by Colonel Morgan, and dup- 
licate of one under date 23rd August by the Copenhagen, Danish India- 
man. We also enclosed you the sixth copy of our letter sent overland 
under date 13th ultimo in reply to your commands of the 15th June. 

5. On the receipt of this letter you will feel the embarrassment to 
which the orders contained in it subjected us, and we trust the reasons 

assigned for our conduct, in consequence, will have 
and^gth^November^^ weight. The letter itself and our proceedings on 

this subject are so circumstantial that we beg leave to 
refer you to them for a full elucidation of our conduct, and we trust it 
will prove satisfactory. 

6. On the 27th September we called upon the Board of Trade to 
furnish us with an estimate of the amount of the investment ordered by 
you in the list transmitted by the Surprize, and received the account 
required in a letter dated the 15th ultimo, recorded on the 22nd of the 
same month. 

7 - We immediately took into consideration your late orders on the 
subject of the investment, your expectations relative to the amount of it, 
as reported to the Honourable House of Commons, together with the 
means in our power to fulfill those expectations, and have come to the 
following resolutions, viz.. 


35 
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rescind our resolutions of the snd September, since the necessity of them 
had been principally done away by the report which, on the 31st May 
1784, you delivered to the Honourable House of Commons. 

12. You will however find that on the 11th September 1784, at the 
recommendation of the Accountant General [we] called upon the Board of 
Trade to explain the cause of a considerable disappointment which we 
apprehended you would experience in not having goods consigned to you 
from the produce of the funds that had been assigned by us to the invest- 
ment of the years 1782/3 and 1783/4 to such an amount as was expected 
by the 3rd number of the appendix to your first report. We anxiously 
wished to have transmitted this information by the earliest dispatch but 
as the letter from the Board of Trade, dated 2nd November, did not com- 
pletely afford it (though the same was intended as a reply to our letter of 
11th September) but led to further remarks from the Accountant General 
we repeated our requisition for a speedy explanation of all the circum- 
stances suggested by him, 


13. We considered it highly and immediately incumbent upon us 
to point out how far it was probable that the amount of goods exported 
by the Board of Trade, on the ships dispatched in 1783/4, together with 
the goods which they expect to be able to export, provided by the sup- 
plies granted previous to the 1st March 1784, would fall short of the sum 
at which these were computed by your Honourable Court, in conformity 
to the estimate prepared by us with the assistance of the late President 
of the Board of Trade, who attended at our meeting in this Department 
on 15th April 1783. The complete proceedings of that day were trans- 
mitted for their information, and consequently must exonerate us from 
the charge of having misled your Honourable Court. Not till the arrival 
of your report of the 14th February 1784 could be imagine that any 
deficiency would exist, since neither the probable cause nor the real 
existence of any deficiency were ever suggested to us by the late President 
or by the Board of Trade collectively; we have therefore thought .it 
advisable to transmit a copy of the correspondence which has passed 
between us and the Board of Trade upon this subject to convince you 
that we have taken every necessary measure to be able to account in the 
fullest manner for the occasion of a disappointment which you are likely 
to experience to so considerable an amount. 


14. And that you may be enabled to form the most complete idea 
of the probable extent of this disappointment the following is an estimate 
of it, framed from the statements exhibited in the letter from the Board of 
Trade of gth July 1784, viz.. 

Amount of the cargoes laden in the ships 
Resolution, Hinchinbwoke, Worcester 
and Norfolk ... 61,05,840 o o 

Amount of the goods expected to be received 

at the Presidency by the 1st February 1784 ... 1,56,48,288 o 0 
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17. The amount of the orders 
which we have granted to the Board 
of Trade on account of the invest- 
ment of 1783/4 is 

Deduct the amount of this year’s 
investment realized by them, and 
exported on the ships dispatched 
in 1783/4 as stated by their 
letter of the gth July 1784 

Amount which the Board of Trade 
in their letter ^nd November in 
reply to a letter from us of 11th 
September recorded upon our 
proceedings in this Department 
state as the article balance of 
goods in the warehouse on goth 
April 1784 

The amount which they had then 
realized on the account of the 
investment of 1783/4 was 
Deduct the amount of which they 
had exported 

Remains the amount which must on 
the goth April 1784 have been 
in their warehouse on account of 
the investment of former years ... 


1,08,46,000 o o 


4,68,074 3 g 

1,03,77,925 13 9 



31,15,986 15 10 


20,43,907 2 3 

4,68,074 2 3 
i5>75.833 o » 

1540A53 15 10 

1,19,18,079 13 7 


18. The above is certainly the amount which, from the most recent 
information we have received from the Board of Trade, we might expect 
to be realized in time to be laden upon ships dispatched from hence 
before loth March 1785. This would complete the cargoes of 8 ships 
and an half. In justice however to the Board of Trade we must suppose 
that the difficulties which their contractors have met with in realizing 
their drafts upon our treasury beyond what they might have expected 
when they entered into engagements with the Board of Trade, from the 
competition which a constant succession of fresh demands upon our 
treasury for the discharge of Madrass bills, to a very considerable amount 
has occasioned their inability to complete their deliveries in the usual 
time, a conclusion which we cannot but draw from the amount which 
was unpaid on the 31st October 1784 from the General Treasury, on the 
orders which we had granted them on account of the investment of 
^783/4, which was current rupees 18,18,209-5-5, of which sum current 
rupees 9,31,542-2-3 had been drawn for by them in favor of their 
contractors, the owners thereof were consequently still subject to that 
competition to which we have before adverted. 
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35. We have also been compelled peremptorily to require the Presi- 
dency of Fort St. George to desist from drawing on us without our pre- 
vious permission, the continuance of their drafts having been very 
prejudicial to our credit, and in a great degree the means of keeping 
the orders oh our treasury at a very high discount equal, we understand, 
to 15 per cent. 

26. On the. 5th July we received a letter from the Right Flonourable 
the President and- Council of Fort St. George advising us of their having- 
embarked 120 men of the 73rd Regiment on the BerringLon to be pro- 
vided with conveyances to Europe from hence. Since that period they 
have continued sending King’s officers and men belonging to the regiments 
on the Coast by every Indiaman or other vessels sailing from thence for 
Bengal without giving us the least previous intimation of such intention, 
although the Pigot^ one of your chartered ships with nearly half a cargo 
on board, sailed from hence in February last and has been under their 
orders since that time. It is needless to point out to you the great saving 
which would have accrued to the Honourable Company had that vessel 
been dispatched to Europe immediately with as many officers and troops 
as could be accommodated on board instead of delaying her a whole 
season. 

27. The embarassments and difficulties to which we have been 
subjected by the sudden arrival of so many King’s officers and troops, the 
increase of expence incurred in the transportation of them from place to 
place, the inconvenience to which our troops as well as those of His 
Majesty have been put for want of accommodation in consequence of so 
great a number being sent, \vill strike you with the same force as we have 
had the mortification to feel it, and your censure will doubtless fall upon 
the authors of a measure so unwise, so unprecedented, and at the same 
time so cruel after the sufferings these officers and men had experienced 
during the hardships and fatigues of the war. 

«8. It may and no doubt will be urged that there was not tonnage 
at Madras to convey the King’s troops to England; we admit it but all 
the chartered ships from hence might have been directed to touch there, 
for the express purposes of receiving them on board, and this we conceive 
would have been the easiest and less expensive mode. 

29. The state of the arrears to these officers and men, the exigencies 
of the recruiting service and the indispensible necessity of procuring funds, 
not only for all these unexpected disbursements but for the usual advance 
of 6 months’ pay and allowance to each rank, has been severely felt by 
our treasury. Indeed we were obliged to stop the issues of cash to every 
department under this Government until these demands were provided for. 

30. We have been involved in great perplexity from the evident 
misconstruction put upon the letter and spirit of His Majesty’s commands 

Consultations Major General Campbell respecting recruiting from 

Sc sgth October. Majesty’s regiments, signified to you under date 

the loth September 1783 and communicated to us by 
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sent to the Commander in Chief to be curried into immediate execution, 
but the mode we adopted, though founded on principles of liberality 
never before practised in Indostan, not meeting with his approbation, on 
the impulse of the moment he addressed us a letter couched in terms 
which we deemed disrespectful and unbecoming. Representation thereof 
having been made to him signifying that we would yield to his arguments, 
in the first instance, by altering our minutes to the form entered in Con- 
sultation 8th September he desired to withdraw that letter and substitute 

another, to which we consented, but still finding [it] 
ScpKmb“‘'T 9* contrary to our [interest] an[cl] [in] opposition to 
October. our sentiments we resolved to enter all the papers on 

List of packet num-, this subject upon our records, and beg your parucular 
bers. attention to them as noted in the margin. 


36. We do not wish to pass any censure on General Stibbert as we 
are confident that he has been actuated by his zeal for the public service, 
but we are sorry that this contention has been the cause of so much delay 
in our intentions which, from a reconsideration of the subject compara- 
tively with the mode recommended by him, were not finally adjusted and 
passed till the 27th September, and their effect did not commence till the 
1st of last month, a delay which we would not have permitted any objec- 
tion started by the Commander in Chief to have occasioned had the state 
of the treasury enabled us to have carried this reduction into execution 
earlier by making the necessary disbursements to the reformed troops. 


37. Having found it necessary during the late war to invest the 
commanding officers of detachments on distant service with powers to 
carry into execution the sentences of courts martial we were happy to 
avail ourselves of the fortunate return of peace to revoke this authority, 
which, we are concerned to observe, has not always been conducted, in 
our opinion, according to strict principles of form and justice. We now 
allude to the trial of Captain Farmer. 


38. On the demise of Major Bruce the late Adjutant General your 
Commander in Chief thought proper to invest Captain Peter Murray with 
the charge of that office, and repeatedly urged us to confirm the appoint- 
ment. We have long been convinced of the necessity of such an office, 
as is evident from the various applications we have made to you to autho- 
rize it, but we could not be prevailed upon, since the receipt of your last 
ordeis forbidding it, to confirm or acknowledge Captain Murray even as 
acting Adjutant General till your further pleasure should be known, ■ 
until the repeated and importunate representations from the Commander 
in Chief affirming that the appointment of an officer to conduct this duty 
Consultation indispensible, and the absolute necessity of the 

June, establishment annexed to that office; we therefore 

agreed to permit Captain Murray to execute the duties 
and draw the establishment of the office subject to your pleasure as 
recorded in our consultations. 
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45. Captain Gowith, who resigned your service on account of his 
ill health and was proceeding to Europe some years ago upon the pension, 
was detained a prisoner all the war at the Cape, and upon his enlarge- 
ment returned to Bengal. We have in consideration of the hardships he 
has suffered and the distress he has been in restored him to his former 
rank in the invalid corps, and allowed him his arrears. 

46. In our consultations noted in the margin you will observe the 
honourable marks of distinction which we were induced to confer on the 

sepoys of the Bombay Detachment on their return to 
Consultation [ ] India. The faithfull and approved services 

of these troops merited every mark of favour and encouragement that we 
could devise consistent with a due attention to your interests. In addi- 
tion therefore to the rewards before given we were happy in adopting a 
recommendation of Mr. Thomas Law, your Collector of Gaya, to exempt 
such as were Hindoos from the duties which are generally collected 
at that place, and particularly so when this invaluable benefit is to be 
allowed without any deduction in the collections; the Aumil having very 
liberally promised to accede to an indulgence so well applied. 

47. The Board of Ordnance having represented to us that slings and 
bayonet scabbards can be made at a much cheaper rate in this country 
than is charged in your invoices of those articles, which we have received, 
we request that all further supplies of them may be discontinued. 

48. In your letter of the 25th January 1782 you informed us that 
lists of the names and rank of cadets should be conveyed to us by the 
latter ships, and that certificates in the meantime would be granted by 
your Secretaty; we have received the lists, but from the number of blanks 
remaining in them we are unable to fix the rank of any cadets since the 
year 1780, as several gentlemen have produced certificates of appointments 
whose names do not appear in the lists. Not knowing whether any of 
these were intended to fill up the blanks or whether they have been 
appointed in consequence of vacancies occasioned by death or resignation 
in Europe we request you will cause complete lists to be forwarded to 
us from the year 1780. 


49. On the arrival of your chartered ships of this season we sum- 
nioned the passengers before us, conformably to your orders, to give an 

Cdnsultation .oth “““““ of treatment during the voyage, and beg 

July. ^ to refer you to our consultations for their replys. 

We cannot in justice to the commanders of the Valen- 
tine, Hillsborough and Mansfield pass unnoticed the favorable representa- 
tion of their conduct by every passenger on board their ships, which con- 
vinced us that, the best and most satisfactory treatment had been received 
y all. We therefore ordered our thanks to be conimunicated to Captains 
ewis, Hardcastle and Frazer, and promised to notify the same to you. 

50. Major Adderley who came out on the Berrington having been 
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in the navigation of this river and in the laws and customs observed in 
it. His private character is universally esteemed^ and such is our opinion 
of his integrity, his naval and commercial knowledge that when we have 
required information upon subjects of that kind we have frequently 
sought and received it from him. He is known to many gentlemen in 
England and to some, we believe, of your Honourable Court. To their 
report of him we could trust for the evidence of his merits, and of the 
propriety of our conduct in recommending them to your attention. 

55. The extensive and complicated detail of public business which 
in the various departments of this Government occupies every portion of 
our time and attention has produced an effect which we have long indivi- 
dually felt with great regret, but which all our endeavours to remedy 
have unavoidably proved ineffectual. 

56. The business in the Department of Inspection, which is of the 
utmost importance both to the Company and to individuals, had insen- 
sibly fallen so much behind that some measure for bringing it into a 
regular train, and preventing the effect in future, became absolutely 
necessary. 

57. The minute process of investigation and the tediousness of 
application, which a decision on intricate claims in disputed accounts 
requires, we had experimentally found incompatible with that allotment 
of our time of collective attendance to which the pressing and separately 

more important objects of Government obliged us to adhere. 

• 

58. We felt it therefore our indispensible duty to form an arrange- 
ment which, reserving to our own consideration and decision such subjects 
as were the proper objects of our immediate care, would relieve us from 
a load of detail which it was out of our power to go through without an 
irregularity and often precipitancy which counteracted in its effect the 
purposes of the institution. 


59. We therefore resolved to appoint a committee of your senior 
servants for the purpose of examining the accounts in the Department of 
Inspection, and investigating all claims which could not be brought 

25th March. under regular , official coqtroul by the established 

' officers of Government, reporting to us the result of 

their enquiries for our final decision on the subject of them. This 
arrangement took place accordingly on the ^5th March. 

60. We particularly refer you to our proceedings noted in the margin 

Consultations fullest explanation of this subject, and the 

^ June, reasons for adopting this measure, which are adduced 
8th Si^ioth^ several minutes of the members of our 

ber, 25th Mardt?™' ®o^rd. As a difference of opinion prevailed relative 

the institution we enclose, numbers in the packet, 
several minutes delivered in upon this subject. 
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to lis of the 16th March declaring your intention to- oppose his application 
for the restitution of monies paid by him into the Dutch treasury at Chin- 
surah previous to the capture of that place. His reply having convinced 
us that the transaction was concluded prior to any knowledge of the 
prohibition of loans to foreigners and the motives which led to it originat- 
ing in principles of humanity we beg leave to call your particular attention 
to the circumstancesi and accordingly] transmit his letter a separate 
number in the packet. 


1st 


67. In obedience to your commands we directed our Civil Paymaster 
to call upon Sir John Day to refund the extra allow- 
ances which had been granted to him subject to your 
approbation, but in consideration of the hardships he 
has complained of we have complied with his earnest request in allowing 
him to repay the amount at the expiration of twelve months. 


Consultation 

September. 


68. Haying in obedience to your orders of the ist March 1783. 
paragraph 3rd, directed our Secretary and Accountant General to compile 
a complete list of your civil servants, with a correct account of the salaries 
and allowances to the latest period, we have now’ the pleasure to transmit 
you a copy thereof. At the same time that we call your attention to our 
correspondence on this subject with the Board of Trade we must remark 
that the advantages of the Board of Trade and your servants in the Com- 
mercial Department depend on contracts and agencies. 


69. On receipt of your orders of 25th January 1782 we immediately 
called upon Mr. Prinsep to surrender his grant of the mines at Rotas and 
Monghyr and priviledge for coining of copper, and directed him to 
deliver up the dyes and every implement of coinage in his possession. But 
the time within which a reservation had been made in the deed of your 
repeal of this grant having expired by a lapse of twelve days (though 
we conceived the period of three years which had been allowed for the 
receipt of your orders on this head full sufficient to provide against acci- 
dental delays) Mr. Prinsep required a confirmation of the grant, in 
consequence, to its full extent of twenty seven years; but in submission 
to your commands he declared his readiness to pay implicit obedience to 
them on. being indemnified for losses and expences he alleged having 
unavoidably incurred in working the mines and bringing the coinage 
to perfection. We cannot in this place deny him the justice to admit that 
IS mint has greatly exceeded our expectations, and has no doubt been of 
service since the scarcity of bullion, has been so great as to occasion the most 
arming impediments in the general and necessary' currency of this coun- 
)• VVe had established a practice of issuing one per cent in copper 
inoney, which is now observed in all payments, and we have reason to 
regulations and restrictions to which this work ivas subject 
upr rendered it, in the course of time, an establishment of great 

ed^ ^*-7 n^d advantage to the Company, and w'ould doubtless have obtain- 
the 1 ^'^^r cowries in exchange for the necessaries of life among 

accr classes of people, not to speak of the benefits that would have 
to the British nation when taken in a political view by the 
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the oldest inhabitants of this town, uhosc lespcclablc character, long 
residence and knowledge of the language and customs of the natives 
rendered him a {jroper person to (ill it with credit, and selected Mr. John 
Miller for the trust. 

75. Tlic same inducements operated with us to make clioice of 
Mr. Robert McFarlane of ecpial good character and capacity to execute 
the duties of Clerk of the Market, which employ we thought it advisable 
to separate wholly from the odice of police, as it was formerly in order 
to obviate the numerous impositions and other inconveniencies to which 
the inhabitants at large were daily becoming more subject from the 
inability of one person alone to superintend aiul controul the extensive 
dealings and transactions of this increasing settlement. 

76. Some arrangements for this ollice were adoptetl immediately on 

Mr. McFarlane's taking charge, and shortly afterwards 
Coiisuliaiions :i6ih proposed to us additional regulations which, having 
July and 23rd August, met with our unanimous approbation, your law officers 

were accordingly directed to prepare them in the form 
of a bye law, for the early and complete confirmation of the Supreme 
Court. 


77. The subscribers to the remittance loan of 35 lacks of rupees 
having applied to be put on the same footing as those to the loan advertized 
for in October 1781^ we gave our a,s.sent to this indulgence, and the bills 
will be granted for the principal and interest which will be due thereupon 
accordingly. 

78. We are much concerned that you should have of late had reason 
to complain of the Indexes to our Consultations. We have given parti- 
cular directions for that point of official duty to be strictly attended to 
by our Sub Secretary who is charged , with the compilation of it, and we 
hope you will find the Index at present sent home from this Department 
executed to your satisfaction, and sufficiently full and clear upon every 
reference you may have occasion to make to our consultations. 

79- We have the most sensible pleasure in advising you that the 
present appearance of a plentiful harvest has induced us to take off the 
embargo on the exportation of grain under certain restrictions which will 
appear in our consultations, as we think no caution too great when the 
lives of millions are concerned in the present case. 

80. The state of the treasury this day is as follows: 

Ready money 

General Treasury ... ... 65,918 76 

Khalsah ... ... SQjOyS 1 11 

— 1.04,996 9 5 
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to the Honourable House of Coramons of the 14th February and 3151 
May 1784, although these were originally intended merely for our private 
inspection yet as we think they contain infonnation of the utmost impor- 
tance, and clearly exhibit the event is likely to verify your expectations of 
the Honourable Company’s debts in India being discharged in a very 
little time, after that period by which you had at first expected that they 
would be discharged, we have therefore directed them to be transmitted 
to you a separate number in the Surprize’s packet, and beg leave to re- 
commend them to your serious attention. 


Fort William, We have the honor to be, 

the 10th December 1784. Honourable Sirs, etc. 


25 


LETTER DATED 28 DECEMBER 1784 

D is pack of ships 
GENERAL DEPARTMENT 


T* O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sins, 

[i] Our dispatches by the Surprize, of which we have the honor to 
enclose you duplicates per Southampton, are so full and so recent that 
we shall defer sending you any of our proceedings in this Department till 
the departure of the Valentine, which will take place on the fifth of next 
month. At that time we shall transmit you our broken set of proceedings 
from the sailing of the Surprize to the end of the year. 

[:i] We have the pleasure to inform you that the Vansittarl and 
i^eshorough will sail in a day or two after the Southampton. 

I he state of the treasuries this day is as follows, viz., 
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our Separate Letter by the Surprize and the Accountant General’s observa- 
tions accompanying. 

[5] The amount of the cargo laden on board the Southampton is 
current rupees 13,56,235, that of the Besborough is current rupees 14,82,000. 
The Vansittart will take her departure in a day or two, and shortly after- 
wards we shall again have the pleasure of addressing you by the Valentine. 

[3] The state of the treasuries this day is the same as we particularly 
notified in our letter per Southampton. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be etc. 

29th December 1784. 


27 

LETTER DATED lo JANUARY 1785 


Ships dispatched. 

GENERAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading ,to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 


1. On the 29th ultimo we wrote you by the Southampton and 
Besborough and have now the honor of dispatching the Vansittart. The 
invoice of this ship amounts to current rupees 13,77,100-0-0. 


The state of the treasuries this day 
Ready money 

General Treasury ... ... 

Khalsah 


is as follows: 


76,829 6 8 
57*837 7 5 


Bills receivable 


1,34,666 14 1 


I 13,41,100 o o 
6 3.74*883 14 o 


17.15.783 14 o 


General Treasury 
Sicca rupees 11,56.12011 
Khalsah 3,23,003 5 


18.50.450 13 1 
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13,77,100-0-0, that of the Valentine to current rupees 13,15.300-0-0. The 
Besborough and Southampton quitted their pilots on the 7th instant. 


3. In the consultations noted in the margin you will observe the 
further correspondence which has passed between us 
Consultations 22nd Board of Trade on the subject of the invest- 

aisrDeceSe?” ment of 1784/5, to which we beg leave to refer you. 

It. contains little more than an acquiescence on the 
part of that Board to the small scalei to which your commands and the 
exhausted state of our resources compelled us to confine our advances; we 
have however the satisfaction to inform you that drafts upon the treasury 
for the sum allotted have been issued. 


4. In consequence of the very urgent representations of the Board 
of Trade we have also issued drafts on the treasury for which bills on 

the Bahar province will be granted for three lacs of 
sicca rupees, being the sum allowed for the provision 
of saltpetre for 1784/5. This is not however on any 
account to be admitted as an increase or alteration in 
1784/5 but to be considered as a separate store and 


Consultations 29th 
November and 2 1st 
December. 

the investment of 


disposed of as may hereafter be determined. 


5. The Board of Trade have received from Mr. John Pendred Scott 
a tender of Owde cloths to the extent of three lacs of rupees beyond his 
existing engagements, and recommended our acceptance of it for the 
purpose of compleating the cargoes of all your ships. We cannot but 
admit the force of their reasoning on this subject but your restrictive 
orders and the state of our treasury compelled us to reject it. • 


6. Understanding that the President and Council at Bombay had 
made an unsuccessful attempt last year to execute your commands to 
provide a cargo of coffee in consequence of the low state of the Company’s 
credit at Mocha, and having more ships here than we can dispatch with 
cargoes to Europe we desired the Board of Trade to provide a small 
investment fit for the Mocha market, and have resolved to send the Lord 
Cambden to that place with it. 


7. It is our intention to repeat this measure annually until we are 
favored with your sentiments on the advantages of it, and we trust on a 

Consultation “i Perusal of the plan at large, recorded on our proceed- 
December. " meet with your entire approbation. Our 

♦ motives for adopting it were the employment of one 

of your chartered ships, the relief of the Presidency of Bombay by throw- 
ing into their possession a valuable cargo provided by our means, a desire 
to recover the Company’s lost credit at Mocha and lastly a compliance 
as far as lies in our power with your commands. 


8.^ Many individuals having signified their wish to be allowed the 
same indulgence which was granted last year, conformably to your orders, 
or permitting raw silk to be shipped on board your homeward bound 
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14, The commanders of the SoiUhampton, Besborough, Mansfield 
and Vansittart have represented the inadequacy of the allowance fixed, 
according to that granted for Lord Macleod’s regiment, for the table and 
accommodation of the King’s officers embarked on board their respective 
ships, on account of the high price of all kinds of provisions, particularly 
such as are necessary to be provided for a Europe voyage, compared with 
the prices in England, and on these grounds solicited the same allowance 
as we have found it necessary to grant to such officers as might be inclined 
to procure their own conv'eyances. We did not think ourselves authorized 
to comply with their request, but deeming their case worthy of considera- 
tion, as we cannot but acquiesce in the justice of their representation, we 
promised to recommend them to your favourable notice from a persuasion 
that you would not suffer the commanders of your ships to incur any 
loss on this account. 

15. Mr. John Hill has applied to us for permission to resign the 

Honourable Company’s service, which we have granted; 

gentleman has been accommodated with a passage 
to Europe on board the Besborough. 

16. Mr. Templer, finding it necessary to proceed to Europe for the 

adjustment of his private affairs, has obtained our 
permission to resign the service and take his passage 
on a Danish ship. Had not Mr. Templer himself 
solicited us to bear such testimony of his conduct as we might think him 
deserving of, in compliance with your orders, we should deem it an 
injustice to him not to acquaint you that he has regularly observed the 
most scrupulous attention to his duty on all occasions where his services 
have been called forth, and has ever acquired himself with propriety, 
diligence and integrity. 

17. Mr. John Perring, who held the office of Judge of the Adawlut 

at Mehysee, has requested our permission to resign 
December^'”" station and your service that he may go home 

for the recovery of his health. We are fully per- 
suaded this step is absolutely necessary, although he has not sent in the 
certificate which you require upon the affidavit of .3 senior surgeons of 
the Pr-esidency; but as we apprehend this omission is owing to his having- 
been absent from Calcutta and being consequently deprived of their 
advice and assistance has been unable to procure this voucher in testimony 
of his pretentions to return to your service with his rank, we think him 
no less entitled to your notice if ever he shall desire it, and therefore beg 
leave to recommend him as a steady and faithful servant who has always 
conducted himself to our entire satisfaction. 

18. Mr. John Lloyd has also, from a laborious and unremitting atten- 

Consultation 16th most unpleasant and disagreeable 

December. ^ employments in your service, been under the necessity 

of resigning with an intention of proceeding to Europe 
or the recovery of his health. The great application of this gentleman, 
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ledge, charged with orders which so far as the execution lies within his 
breast he must obey, but of which we cannot admit the authority, and 
entrusted with the support of pretensions, with the eyes of his whole 
corps watching his conduct with a jealous attention and ready to impute 
to him the charge of abandoning their common rights were he either to 
neglect or but feebly to assert them. Thus much we have thought it 
necessary to say from the respect which we bear to his character, both 
as a gentleman and as an officer who has distinguished himself in the 
support of your service and interest. 


^3. It is the claim only which has been asserted by him that we wish 
to bring forward to your notice, and must earnestly request that you will 
afiEord us the fullest instructions on the several resolutions we have passed 
respecting it. To Colonel Gordon we are indebted for having furnished 
us with this occasion of refering these questions to your consideration. 
They have long proved a source of great embarrassment to us, though we 
have avoided to trouble you concerning them at a time when a multipli- 
city of affairs of more immediate urgency seemed to claim your whole 
attention, and the inconvenience which we suffered from the want of 
sufficiently defined or ascertained authority did not press with much weight 
on ourselves. 

JJ4. We beg leave to call your particular attention to our resolutions 
respecting the King’s officers and men sent here by 
DeMmber^^^°” Presidency of Fort St. George to be accommodated 

with passages to England. Having frequently repre- 
sented the embarrassments and inconveniencies to which this measure 
has subjected us you will not be surprized at every exertion in our power 
to send them to England as soon as possible, and we trust the measures 
we have adopted, which appear at large in our Consultation of the syth 
December, will meet with your entire approbation. 


25. Colonel Gordon submitted through the Governor General a pro- 
posal for incorporating the King’s soldiers into one 
December?*^^°” body, or of uniting them in service with those of the 

Company in any other mode than that of enlisting 
them according to the permission granted by His Majesty. We referred 
this proposal to the Commander in Chief and for the reasons contained 
Consultation 27th iu his letter informed Colonel Gordon that we did 
Ueceraber. not approve of it. 


26. Since that period a letter has been received by* Colonel Gordon 
from Major General Campbell, authorizing him to order the officers to 
pant discharges to such of the men as are willing to enlist, which we 
Impc with the measures we have adopted for the recruiting service will 
be the means of our retaining in Bengal many valuable men, indeed our 
artillery and infantry European regiments are much in need of being 
lecruiied owing to the few men that have been sent out this year. 



5^4 


o ‘vave In ^ ^ 

■'“'cmtc r""”" '3Ui lile 'o a ;ei( 

-. ,. .,„ "-' *> ”» 2s,i: f"5 o';»* A s*s- 

^.■C".. SSi r« ,-. ,.; ■ ■‘'>- »"r 


jr<j 


' ««jaa 



17 JANUARY 1785 


525 


Consultations 
3rd January 
12th January 


Do. 


Captain Green 
Captain McGregor 
Captain Wedderburn 


Consultations 
2gth November 
21st December 
Do. 

[ ] 

12th January 

21st December 
15th December 


On account of private affairs 

... Major Dickson 
Major Lumsdain 
... Captain Hilliard 
... Ensign Leslie 
Captain Bruce 
... Mr. Urquhart, Surgeon 

Mr. Robert Johnson, Surgeon 


31. The particular merits of these officers, too numerous to be ex- 
patiated upon separately in a General Letter, are mentioned at large in the 
address from our Commander in Chief notifying their requests to resign; 
they are recorded in our consultations noted in the margin opposite their 
names, and perfectly correspond with our sentiments. 


32. The cases of Colonels Muir, Popham and Elliott require our more 
particular notice. The Governor General's minute respecting the former 
gentleman being expressed in such forcible terms which entirely correspond 
with our sentiments of Colonel Muir upon subsequent observation of his 
general conduct, we beg leave to refer you to it at large as we shall enter 
it in this letter, and to recommend him in the warmest terms to the 
particular notice and attention of your Honourable Court. 


"The Governor General desires to record his testimony of the sense 
which he entertains of the services of Colonel Muir by declaring that he 
has known him upwards of thirty years and has always regarded him as 
one of the most active officers of the service, that Colonel Muir was the 
efficient instrument of the treaty of peace formed with Mahdojee Sindia, 
which was the basis of that which was afterwards concluded with the 
whole Maratta State. That in the negotiation of the treaty he literally 
and steadily conformed to his instructions, and manifested in the course 
^ becoming equality of temper which no doubt contributed to the 
facility and promptness with which he accomplished it, and that when the 
Governor General judged it proper to commit a charge of the general treaty 
to Mr. David Anderson, Colonel Muir’s command requiring his removal 
to a distance incompatible with the due exercise of such a trust, he received 
Mr. Anderson with kindness, supported him with his influence while he 
remained, and afforded him all the light which he had acquired by his own 
Kcent experience for promoting the depending negotiation. This the 
overnor General mentions as a proof of zeal, integrity and disinterested- 
ness which he has not commonly met with even in characters of high 
estimation, and felt its obligation the stronger from his recollection of a 
very different spirit shewn by General Goddard at the same period of time 
sn^ on the same occasion. Colonel Muir may be in possession of a letter 
written by the Governor General under the recent impression of these 
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affect the pretentions of other officers in the array we took this opportunity 
of. agreeing to it, but Major Popham being in a different predicament, 
and as we did not conceive that a bare promotion of him to the brevet 
rank of lieutenant colonel was a sufficient recompence for the extraordinary 
services which he had rendered, we published our intention, and accord- 
ingly beg leave to recommend to you in the strongest terms the particular 
pretension of Major William Popham, and to point out to your notice 
his great merit as an officer, requesting that you will be pleased to do him 
the honor to submit these circumstances to the gracious attention of His 
Majesty in whose service he has long borne a commission, and to 
solicit such mark of favor from the Throne as it may be thought fit to 
confer upon him.” 

35. We are happy to assure you that the conduct of Colonel Popham 
has continued to deserve that high approbation which we have now more 
immediately recalled to your recollection, and we trust that merit so 
conspicuous as his has been will meet with every attention and favor 
from you. 

36. Colonel Elliott has served in your army for twenty two years, and 
during the whole of that long period has distinguished himself as an able, 
active and good officer. His conduct in the Carnatic, where he com- 
manded for some time the whole artillery attached to the Grand Army, 
procured the entire approbation and well-earned applause of your late 
Commander in Chief Sir Eyre Coote; we cannot therefore but feel our- 
selves particularly interested in requesting every favorable indulgence 
that you can bestow upon him, and none, we believe, can be more grate- 
ful than a restoration to his rank in your service when the case of his 
relinquishing it is removed. His absence we cannot but consider as a 
loss to this establishment. 


37. The liberality both in the mode and expression of Captain 
Bruce’s application to resign your service has afforded us an opportunity 
of recommending to your particular consideration a revision of the 
orders upon this subject, not only in his favor who avows openly his pur- 
pose but justifies it upon the plea of past services and upon the precedent 
of such indulgence being common in every other military service, but also 
for the restriction to be generally withdrawn and for some encourage- 
ment to be held out inviting officers to a temporary retirement from the 
service until such time as the establishment shall be reduced to its proper 
compliment. 


38. This latter mode we are not earnest in recommending as a 
necessary alleviation of the necessities of Government as well as a point 
o retrenchment and as inducements to obtain your compliance to the 
oriner. Though we acknowledge that some provision is most requisite 
\ lightly alledged and too easily attested by surgeons 

o the ill health of officers requiring leave to proceed to Europe for a 
ime, we are much concerned to observe that the obligation at present 
imposed has operated in a manner to defeat the real purpose of it from 
e natural apprehension which every man of principle will feel for his 
aracter, and consequent disinclinations which he will shew to take 
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Valentine, we had the honor to transmit you the broken set of proceedings 
from this Department, since the close of the packet by the Surprize to the 
end of the year. 

2. We have now the pleasure to dispatch the Hillsborough with a 
cargo amounting, as per invoice, to current rupees 14,06,275-0-0. 

3. The office of Resident at the Durbar and Collector of Govern- 

ment Customs at Moorshedabad having become vacant, 
resignation of Sir John D’Oylyb we appointed, 
in conformity to your commands under date 31st May 
1781, Robert Percival Pott to that station. 

4. As Sir John D’Oyly’s merits are particularly deserving your atten- 
tion we beg leave to introduce him to your notice. I-Ie possesses a mild- 
ness of disposition and an equality of temper which must ever command 
the esteem of all who know him. In respect to his public character we 
have every reason to be satisfied with him, both as an able and faithful 
servant of the Company, and as such recommend him to your favor should 
he after the adjustment of his affairs in Europe apply to be restored to 
your service. 


5. Messrs. David Anderson*, John Shore“ and Nathniel Brassey 
Halhed‘ have requested our permission to resign the 
service and proceed to Europe on account of bad 
health, as will appear by their separate addresses 
entered in the consultation noted in the margin. 


Consultation 24th 
January. 


6. Mr. Shore and Mr. Anderson having long served in the revenue 
•line we shall from that Department, in conformity to your orders of the 
33rd January 1783, state in the most impartial manner the particular 
merits of these gentlemen. 


7* Mr. Nathaniel Brassey Halhed has been here so short a time that 
we must refer you to the favourable opinion you expressed of him upon 
his return to India last year, which entirely corresponds with ours. We 
cannot however pass over this subject without expressing our regret that 
this Government should at once lose, three as able men, in their respective 
mes, as have of any time been employed in your or indeed any public 


8 . 


The state of' the treasuries this day is as follows : 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


49,246 1 1 

83435 6 2 

1,32,681 7 3 
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2. The Hinchinbrooke having been completely repaired at Bombay 
has, after a survey of the Master Attendant and two of your commanders, 
been again taken into the service. 

3. We dispatched in the course of 1783/4 seventeen ships with 
cargoes amounting, in all, to current rupees two crore thirteen lacks ninety 
seven thousand, nine hundred and fifteen (current rupees ii.i3'97>9^5). ‘'^*^^1 
we hope from the early period in which they sailed that the tvhole will 
have long, ere this, reached England in safety. 

4. This season the Board of Trade have loaded the following ships 
with cargoes amounting to the different sums aflixed to each, viz.. 


Sonlbamplon 

Bes borough 

Vansittart 

Valentine 

Hillsborough 

Berrington 


13,56,225 

14.82.000 
13,77,100 
i3*i5'30« 
i4>o6,275 

12.95.000 


The Lord Mansfield will soon be 
loaded with a cargo amounting 
to about 

And the saltpetre etc., to be 
shipped on the Cornwallis, 
Glatton and Hinchinbrooke 
is estimated at 

To which must be added the 
Cambden’s investment for 
Mocha to provide a cargo of 
coffee for Europe 

The investment sent home last 
year is 

Making in all since the conclu- 
sion of the peace 


13,00,000 


3.00,000 


2,00,000 

1,00,31,900 


2,i3.97»9i5 


3,14,29,815 


Three crore fourteen lacks twenty nine thousand, eight hundred and 
fifteen or (£32,73/939'5-o) three millions two hundred seventy three 
thousand, nine hundred and thirty nine pounds sterling, rating the 
current rupee at (2.y. id.), two shillings and one penny. 

5 - The Southampton, in company with the Besborough, quitted her 

^ on the 7th January, the Vansittart on the 16th do., the Valentine on 

t e 24th do., and the Hillsborough, we suppose, will be clear out by the 
1st proximo. a rr 


d Having received information from Fort St. George that the Presi- 
en and Council of Bencoolen had on hand 1,000 tons of pepper without 
linage to convey it to Europe or to Chin^ we itnmediately directed 
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referring to your pleasure to ratify or revoke this indulgence, and for 
that purpose proposed that a conditional clause should be inserted in 
the bills to that effect, which has accordingly been done. The register 
of these bills is sent by this conveyance, and we have no doubt but that 
you will duly honor them. 

13. For your fuller information we beg leave to refer you to the 
Governor General’s letters, copies of which we transmit you numbers 
in the packet. 

14. Major William Sands and Captain Jonathan Scott have requested 
our permission to resign the Honourable Company’s service and proceed 
to England on the Berrington on account of their health. We refer 
you to the sentiments expressed by the Commander in Chief respecting 
the merits of these ofl&cers, and as we have a very favourable opinion 
of them we recommend that they be restored to their rank in the service 
as soon as they shall have effected the re-establishment of their health. 

15. On the 17th instant the Governor General gave in a minute, 
which we transmit a number in the packet, requesting for the reasons 
set forth in that minute that we would confer the rank of lieutenant 
colonel on Major Swiney Tooneh previous to his departure from this 
country. 

16. Knowing as we do the general good character of Major Toone, 
the favourable opinion you have of him and the faithful services he has 
rendered the Company, both in England and in India, we were happy 
at the opportunity which the Governor General has thus afforded us 
of testifying our sense of Major Toone’s conduct, and have accordingly 
promoted him to the rank of lieutenant colonel, but this is not in any 
shape to entitle him to supercede his seniors on this establishment, either 
prior to his departure for Europe or after his return to Bengal, but is 
granted to him in compliance to the Governor General, and as an 
honorary mark of our approbation of his services. 

17. Lieutenant Colonel Toone has since resigned the service and 
proceeds to England on the Berrington. 

18. We are to inform you of the death of Mr. Vanrixtel one of the 
members of the Board of Trade, and that in consequence thereof the 
Honourable Charles Stuart has been called to a seat at that Board. 

19. Mr, Stuart, having applied for a copy of the proceedings regard- 
ing his appointment, found that the Board of Trade had allotted him a 
seat under Mr. Barton, the then President, although his junior in your 
service, and conceiving this to be very injurious to him as well as a 

eyiation from the regulations of the Board of Trade, founded upon a 
misconstruction of your orders, appealed to us as the proper power in 

IS country to explain and enforce them. 
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The Piesident is therefore not constituted the executive officer 
of the Board, and the construction of the Company's foundamental 
instructions prove that it was not their intention he should be such. 

2?nd “That the Presidentship of the Board of Trade is distinct 
in its nature from the station of individual members.” 

The nature of the Board of Trade is only to be understood 
or inferred from the instructions of the Company by which it was 
originally constituted, and in these there is no distinction as has 
been already shewn, but were there such a distinction, and were 
it even an executive office, as has been asserted by the Board of 
Trade, neither of these qualities could deprive Mr. Stuart of his right 
to succeed to the office of President, if he really possesses that right 
from the orders of the Court of Directors. 

3rd “That the tenure of it is by express appointment.” 

We do not understand what is meant by these expressions, for 
no appointment of that kind can be denominated special or express 
unless made by the Court of Directors themselves, who have not yet, 
to our knowledge, made any such special and express appointment, 
but in the cases of Samuel Middleton Esqr., the first President 
whom they nominally appointed to that office, and William Aldersey 
Esqr., whose designation to the station is ordered by the order which 
directs that the senior member in rank shall succeed in case of the 
death, resignation or removal of Mr. Middleton. Mr. Barton is in 
office merely as the senior member and not otherwise. 

Having thus examined the grounds assigned by the Board of Trade 
for the rejection of Mr. Stuart we proceed to the examination of the 
Company’s orders, on which he grounds his claim, and those and no other 
authority can be decisive of it. By these orders he is expressly appointed 
to the first vacancy which shall happen after his arrival, and to take his 
rank agreeably to his standing. Mr. Stuart stands in rank above Mr. 
Barton according to the express terms of his restoration to the service, 
which are that he is permitted to proceed to his rank in the service, 
he must therefore take rank over Mr. Barton and conformably to the 
only precedent to which the orders of the Court of Directors can apply 
in this case, namely the order which regulates the succession in case of 
death, resignation or removal of the first President, Mr. Samuel Middleton, 
that the senior member shall succeed. Mr. Stuart being the senior 
member of the Board of Trade must succeed to the office of President 
of the Board of Trade, whether considered as vacated by his appointment 
to take his rank and standing in that Board or by the resignation of 
Mr. Dacres, the late President, whose place was temporarily filled by 
fr. Barton, the senior member then present. 

To conclude as Mr. Stuart’s claim to the office of President of the 
oard of Trade is founded on the orders of the Court of Directors, 
which cannot be invalidated by any resolution of the members of the 
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LETTER DATED 5 FEBRUARY 1785 


A copy of Hastings" minute and the Supreme Council’s letter sent in 
the Danish ship Hussar. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT 


T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. We have the honor, by the Hussar a Danish Ship, to transmit you 
duplicate of our letter per Berrington, and a copy of Mr. Hastings’s 
minute previous to his departure; triplicate of these dispatches are also 
forwarded via Bussorah. 


3. In a few days we shall dispatch the Lord Mansfield and on the 
fifteenth the Cornwallis, the last ship of the season. 

The state of the treasuries this day is as follows: 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


Bills receivable 

General Treasury 
Sicca rupees 15,30,534 7 10 

Khalsah do. 1,63,448 4 6 


Mint 

Khalsah ... 

Unsorted treasure 
Khalsah 

from Burdwan ii,757 3 6 

Beerbhom 30,000 o o 


49,187 10 6 
33,845 10 3 


83>033 4 8 


17^75430 o o 
1,89,600 o 1 

19,65,030 4 8 

[sic] 

30,857 13 3 20,857 13 3 


31.757 3 6 

Valued at 10 per cent better than current rupees 34,932 15 o 


Current rupees 31,03,843 15 11 
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the Berrington, that the Honourable Warren Hastings Esqr, had announc- 
ed to us his determination to return to Europe in that ship. On the ist 
of this month he read a minute of Council by which he on that day for- 
mally delivered over the keys of Fort William and' of your Treasury to 
John Macpherson Esqrh, the senior member of Council, next in succession 
to the office of Governor General. In the same minute, of which we have 
already transmitted you copies in triplicate, Mr. Hastings “reserved to 
himself a right to resume his office of Governor General in the event of 
any accident befalling the ship in her passage to the open sea, or any 
other contingency compelling his return.” 

5. ,Our reply in answer to the expressions of esteem and good will 
addressed to us personally in Mr. Hastings’s minute is recorded in the 
consultation of the first February. 

(5. It does not become us to pass an opinion on the merits of a servant 
who has served you so long, and in so exalted and difficult a situation as 
Mr. Hastings has done. His measures have been frequently canvassed by 
your Honourable Court and by the highest tribunals of our country. As 
members of your administration we have not always concurred in opinion 
with him, we are not at the same time the less disposed to render the 
most liberal justice to the real merit of his services, especially those which 
have met the approbation of the Honourable Company. 

7. We shall therefore say no more on the present occasion than that 
we trust that in the true spirit of candid justice in which we wish our own 
conduct to be considered by our employers so we request your Honourable 
Court to estimate the services of your late Governor General. 

8. Few men possess the talents, the vigour of mind, or command of 
temper which are necessary to conduct successfully for a period of years 
the first charge of your Government in these distant and extensive pro- 
vinces. Where errors have been committed the consideration ought to be 
perhaps whether they might not, in the common course of affairs, have 
been greater or more fatal, and where services have been rendered the 
difficulties under which they were executed ought to decide their merits. 

9- On the 8th of this month Mr. Hastings dispatched to us, from 
sea, his final resignation etc., which we received on the 12th, and on that 
day Mr. Macpherson’s conaplete accession to the office of Governor 
General was announced, according to the established ceremony, by pro- 
clamation in Fort William and at the different stations of the army, 
according to the provisions of the 13th and 21st Acts of Parliament of the 
present reign. 

10. Mr. Hastings laid before us on the 1st instant his accounts of 
leceipts and disbursements for the last thirteen months on account of 
urhar charges, amounting to current rupees 12,19,227-9-3. We transmit 
copies of these accounts for your inspection, and beg leave to refer you 
o the letter, which accompanied them, recorded in our proceedings. 
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18. Messrs. Henry Richardson, John Hannay, George Edward Lind 
and Robert Orme Smith have requested our permission to resign your 
service, which we have accordingly granted. 

19. Mr. Hannay has ever conducted himself to the satisfaction of 
this Government and has served in different stations with ability, honor 
and strict attention to his duty, we therefore recommend him to your^ 
favor. We likewise recommend Mr. Lind to your favorable attention, 
and we trust you will permit them to return to their stations on this 
establishment when the urgency of their private affairs shall admit of 
their applications to that effect. 

20. Mr. Smith has long labored under a very bad state of health, and 
his circumstances being very circumscribed as proved to us by' his attesta- 
tion upon oath, we have admitted him to the benefit of the pension which, 
according to our resolutions in the Secret Department of Inspection, we 
judged advisable to allott to servants of his standing who should be 
necessitated to return to Europe. 

21. We complied with Mr. Henry Richardson’s request to return to 
England for his health, under the regulations published from the Secret 
Department of Inspection. His appointment was reduced in the general 
plan of economy which the situation of your affairs rendered unavoidable. 
His knowledge .of the Persian language and experience in the revenues of 
the country, from an unremitting attention of fifteen years in the regular 
gradation in the service, entitle him to our recommendations in his favor, 
and our solicitation to you to permit him to return without loss of rank 
when the situation of his health and private affairs will admit of it. 

22. The Cornwallis will receive on board all the King’s officers that 
have not either procured passages for themselves, been accommodated in 
the Company’s ships, or such as remain for the adjustment of accounts 
with the other Presidencies. A return of the whole is enclosed a number 
in the packet, also a particular account of payments made to all His 
Majesty’s troops in Bengal. 

23. Our consultations, to which we beg leave to refer you, will 
shew the difficulties to which we have been put by a number of His 
Majesty’s officers and men being sent here with long, intricate and un- 
adjusted claims upon the Company — claims indeed impossible for us to 
settle as they were not incurred under our authority. We were therefore 
obliged to resolve that they should be refered for adjustment to the settle- 
ment under which they originated, and recommended that two agents 
should be deputed by the King’s officers to each Presidency for this 
purpose, informing them that in case of the inability of the President and 
Council to discharge the balances, that may be proved due, they will be 
authorized to draw bills on this Government for the same, which shall 
have a preference in payment. 

54. We have permitted the following officers of this establishment 
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31. We are now happy to acquaint you that this measure took 
place on the 1st instant, and that the five regiments which composed 
it are on their march to such stations as your Commander in Chief has 
judged proper to allott them. 

32. Our proceedings noted in the margin will inform you of the 
favorable sentiments which we entertain of their merits and eminent 

services, and of the rewards which we have thought 
«8th proper to grant to the two grand detachments of your 

Bengal troops, whose conduct has so highly distin- 
guished them during the late war. We are impressed with the strongest 
expectations that these rewards will have the happiest effect among the 
native troops in general, both in fixing their attachments to your service 
in any part of India and in exciting them hereafter to undergo the 
most arduous fatigues and difficulties with patience, activity and spirit. 

33. At the solicitation of Lieutenant Colonel White and Ensign 
John Jenkins Bird we have received two memorials addressed to your 
Honorable Court, and forward them numbers in the packet by this 
dispatch. 


34. Mr. Clement Francis and Mr. Alexander Walker, Surgeons on 
this establishment, having requested our permission to resign your service 
and to return to Europe on account of their private affairs we granted 
it to them accordingly. The former embarked in the Berrington, the 
latter in the Hillsborough. 

35. Mr. Robert Church, an Assistant Surgeon on this establishment, 
has obtained our permission to proceed to Europe under the licence 
of the late regulations, except in the articles of pay which we did not 
think proper to allow him, as he was appointed here after the gentlemen 
whom you have rejected on account of our nomination. He proceeds 
on the Mansfield, in which ship he has engaged to render his professional 
services on the passage. 

36. Mr. Francis Balladen Thomas, Surgeon Major to the 2nd 
Brigade, having been tried by a court martial upon sundry charges, 
exhibited against him by Mr. John Bristow®, was discharged from your 
service by the sentence of the court which the majority of the Board 
approved on the 26th ultimo; and he has been required to proceed to 
England this season in obedience to your standing orders, 

37- As we are under the necessity of making very considerable 
puichases of stationary at a very great advance on the Europe cost, 
owing to your not supplying us with a quantity adequate to the annual 
consumption of this encreased establishment, and as that which we receive 
IS generally of a very inferior quality we could wish the persons to 
w oin you entrust the provision of this article of our supplies might 
A a carefully to examine the quality of the stationary sent us. 

tt that you may be apprized of the necessity of furnishing us with the 
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last by the resignation of Mr. Doveton, and Mr, Bowey, the person whom 
you had nominated to succeed thereto, having signified his desire to 
continue in the office of deputy, as his bad state of health prevented 
him from executing the duties of principal, we have thought proper to 
appoint Mr. Cudbert Thornhill, whom we strongly recommended to you, 
by the Valentine, for this trust. And we hope that he will be honored 
with your confirmation in the same. 

44. In our letter by the Surprize, paragraph 71, you were advised of 
our having referred to arbitration Mr. Prinsep’s claims to an indemni- 
fication for losses sustained in working the mines of Rotas and Monghyr, 
and establishing his mint for a copper coinage as a compensation for 
the surrender of his grant in conformity to your orders. Messrs. Croftes, 
Alexander and Paxton, the gentlemen chosen by us and approved by 
Mr, Prinsep to adjust this affair, delivered in their award on the day 
fixed (the 31st December last), and Mr. Prinsep in compliance therewith 
gave up his grant and all the implements for coinage. The grant has 

been cancelled in due form and an order on the trea- 
24th January. issued to Mr. Prinsep for the indemnity 

awarded, viz., current rupees 1,65,389, the full amount to which he had 
been required to restrict his demand on our acquiescing in the reference 
he solicited. In our consultations noted in the margin the several papers 
alluded to on this subject are recorded, together with Mr. Prinsep’s final 
release under the approbation of the Advocate General. 

45. Mr, Charles Chapman, your Revenue Chief at Boglepore, lately 
presented to us a detail of the services which have been rendered to the 
Company by Mr. Archibald Keir during a residence of 35 years in India, 
and solicited our recommendation of him to your favor and intercession 
for admission to your establishment of surgeons. 

46. The circumstances recited by Mr. Keir are such plain matters 
of fact and related with so much candor that we cannot express our 
wishes more strongly, in his favor, than by adopting them as arguments 
for urging you to comply with his desire. We beg leave therefore to 

refer you to his memorial at large in the consulta- 
38th January. tion noted in the margin, and as we entertain a very 
favorable sense of this gentleman’s merit we cannot 
but hope that you will confer this appointment upon him, particularly 
as many advantages have been derived from his professional abilities at 
the remote station where he resides. 


dY* The state of the treasuries: 

■Ready money 

General Treasury .., ... 38,403 1 8 
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LETTER DATED 26 FEBRUARY 1785 


Reasons for restricting supply o.f grain and specie to Madras — samples 
of gold bullion sent to the Tower to be assayed. 

X 0 the Honourable Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. By the Earl of Mansfield^ Captain Fraser, we had- the honor to 
address you under dates the 52nd and 23rd instant, and to forward at 
the same time our broken set of proceedings, from this Department, for 
the month of January. 

2. In the several letters, written by us, during this season you have 
been fully informed of the inconvenience and difficulties to which we 
have been subjected by the sudden and totally unexpected arrival of a 
number of the King’s officers and men, that were sent here by the Presi- 
dency of Fort St. George for the purpose of being accommodated with 
passages to Europe. 


3 ‘ The paragraphs of our letters upon this’ subject are so full and 

T .. ii. 


General Letters 
per Surprise 10th December paragraphs 26-34. 
Valentine r^th January paragraph 22. 
Berrington 31st January paragraph 7. 
Mansfield igth February paragraphs 32-6. 


circumstantial that it is only 
necessary for us to refer you to 
them, which we now do as 
noted in the margin. 


4 * We transmit you, by this opportunity, a particular account of 
disbursements to the King’s officers and men, and a return of those sent 
home by the Cornwallis. 


5 - There yet remains one hundred and sixty four non-commissioned 
oracers and privates of the regiments ordered home to be accommodated 
With passages to England; these we have destined to the Hinchinbrooke 
Glutton. ■ 

b. Captain Pyne, one of His Majesty’s officers belonging to the 102nd 
egTOent, has requested our intercession with your Honourable Court 

0 admit him to participate in the benefits of the Military Fund, 

consider this gentleman as an object highly deserving some 

1 ^^jough your usual benevolence and compassion, from a know- 

severe sufferings, meritorious conduct and respectable charac- 
des cannot come within the limited legal 

can only therefore introduce him, in this 

c, to your notice with our earnest solicitation in his behalf. 


B. In 


our proceedings noted in the margin you will observe an 



5i8 letter to court 

application from the Presidency of Fort St, George for a supply of fifty 
thousand bags of rice for their stores, as they were 
31st jaiiuary. apprehensive of being unable to obtain any quantity 
of that article upon the Coast, owing to tlic uncommon drought of the 
season. 

9, The motives which had induced us to restrain the President and 
Council there from drawing bills or procuring resources in any shape from 
hence continued the same, and as the embargo on the exportation of grain 
had been taken oif, we were naturally led to conclude that the imports 
of grain in the common operations of trade would be more than sufficient 
to supply their wants; we were therefore compelled to act with tlie utmost 
caution in this business, and consequently complied with their request in 
part only, by promising to deviate in a small degree from our former 
determinations in accepting bills that they might draw upon us to the 
extent of two lacs of rupees, provided that amount was actually and 
bonafide applied to the purchase of rice, which their necessities absolutely 
required. 


to. Much about the same time we received official accounts of their 
expected annual receipts and disbursements, and several statements which 
they declare to contain a distinct view of the real situation of your affairs 
under their charge. These we have referred to our Accountant General 
for his particular observations and report thereon. When we receive this 
report we shall consider it with the strictest attention and adopt easy 
measure for the relief of that Presidency, that a due regard to the more 
immediate exigencies of this Government and the actual exigencies of the 
Presidency of Bombay will admit. 

11. We are pursuaded that you will acquiesce in the propriety of 
our withholding our supplies while the extent of their wants ivas un- 
known and our own resources inadequate to the heavy demands upon us, 
and Ave are hopeful that you will approve our determination to restrict 
future supplies until such relief shall be afforded to this Presidency as will 
restore Its credit which has long been at a very low ebb. The measures 
which you [we] are now adopting, and of which you will have particular 
notice of [from] the Secret Department of Inspection and Reduction, afford 
us a pleasing prospect of being soon in a situation to relieve the pressing 
wants of all the Presidencies. We have the happiness to inform you that 
the discount upon your bonds and treasury order has fallen very consi- 
derably within the present month. The discount upon treasury orders 
alone has fallen from 15 to 6 per cent, while orders upon your treasury 
bore so heavy a discount as 13 per cent, and while such orders were our 
principal medium or currency for discharging demands upon this Govern- 
ment it will readily occur to the Honourable Court that those demands 
would rise in a proportion to the discount upon your paper. The first 
step therefore to an actual reduction of your expences is to raise the value 
of the orders upon your treasury, for notwithstanding the most rigid atten- 
tion on the part of your Government to restrain improper demands, yet 
when the medium of your disbursements is at a great discount means will 
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always be found to raise the price of every supply to Government to the 
actual value of the standard by which they are payed. Hence the enor- 
mous increase of your debts under the Presidency of Bombay. We have in 
contemplation an arrangement which will effectually provide for the regu- 
.lar payment of the interest of your bonded debt under this Government. 
But we wish not to solicit with approbation by stating to you what we 
intend to do, our dispatches by the Hinchinbrooke, though they are to 
be closed in a few days hence,, will communicate to you our sentiments, 
more at large, relative to your bonded debt, the general regulation of 
your finance and our actual retrenchments. 

13. Several deficiencies having arisen between the accounts of gold 
bullion sent at different times to Fort St. George we called upon our 
Mint Master, Mr. Paxton, to explain them. His reply, which we forward 
a number in this packet, having proved to us that it was occasioned by a 
difference in the mode of assaying, and his proposal for adjustment by a 
regular assay at the Tower being reasonable, we agreed to it and requested ^ 
the President and Council at Fort St. George to forward to you all samples 
retained in their mint, that the decision might be effected without delay. 
Mr. Paxton has deposited Company’s bonds for the amount which appears 
to be due from him on this account to the Company. 

13. Mr. Paxton has since requested our permission to resign his 
office and to proceed to England for the purpose of adjusting his claim, 
on, the part of his constituents, for the amount paid by him into the 
treasury at Chinsurah, previous to the capture of that place, which we 
have accordingly granted, and hope that his being on the spot will also 
facilitate the adjustment of the difference respecting the gold bullion. As 
this gentleman has ever Conducted himself to our satisfaction in the dis- 
charge of his official duty, under this Government, we cannot but express 
our approbation of his services accordingly. 


14. We are sorry to inform you that Mr. Richard Waring, one of 

your civil servants, died at Dacca on the [ ] instant, and Mr. William 

P . Johnson when [whom] you appointed in your letter 

February.^^^°^ .i^th March 1784, upon a supposition that Mr. 

Waring had died prior to this period, has been 
admitted in the list of your servants in his room. 

15- The Board of Trade having, represented to us that they could 
nearly complete the lading of the Hinchinbrooke we have at their recom- 
^en ation altered the destination of this ship and shall despatch Captain 
axwell within the period prescribed by charterparty. 


• The state of the treasuries this 


day is as follows: 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


84,631 11 3 
43,064 14 7 


1,36,686 9 9 
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received and read in Council your letters of the 50th August and 10th 
September, the former covering copy of the Act passed in the S4th year 
of the reign of His Present Majesty entitled “an Act for the better regula- 
tion and the management of the affairs of the East India Company and 
of the British possessions in India, and for establishing a Court of Judica- 
ture for the more speedy and effectual trial of persons accused of offences 
committed in the East Indies.” Your letter of the loth September notified 
the appointments which you have made in consequence of that Act. 

2. These advices arrived at Bombay on the 7th ultimo, and were 
on the 11th dispatched from thence by His Majesty’s sloop Lizard j under 
the command of the Honourable Captain Fitzroy. 

3. We on receiving the dispatches by the Lenord [Lizard] assembled 
in Council and after having read the Act adjourned to the next day, 
previously ordering one hundred copies of the Act to be immediately 
printed by the Honourable Company’s printer. We called upon the 
Advocate General to inform us of the most effectual legal mode of pro- 
mulgating the Act throughout the provinces. 

4. On the 26th we again read the Act in Council, and resolved to get 
it translated into the Bengal and Persian languages. We advised the 
different Presidencies of our having received the Act, and that we would 
take immediate measure according to its regulation and provisions. 

5. We also resolved that all such parts as relate to the enlarged 

controul of this Government over the different Presidencies and all matters 
of alliance and connection with the native states should be communicated 
to them. V, 

6. According to the 27th clause of 'the Act we directed the Honour- 
able Charles Stuart, being the senior covenanted servant on this estab- 
lishment, to be summoned to attend our meeting this day. He attended 
accordingly] and the usual oaths being administered to him he took his 
seat as a member of the Supreme Council. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be etc. 

the 28 th February 1785. 


/ 
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LETTER DATED i MARCH 1785 

Calcutta Council justifies its action in apfioinling Stiuirt President of 
the Board of Trade. 


To the Honour:ible the Court of Directors for Alfuirs of the Honourable 
United Company of Afcrchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

[1] We did not wish 19 make any comment on the correspondence 
that has lately passed between us and the Board of Trade, relative to their 
compliance with your orders in favor of the Honourable Charles Stuart. 

[2] Those orders were clear and explicit, they directed that when a 
vacancy happened in the Board of Trade after Mr. Stuart’s arrival he 
should then take his scat at that Board according to his rank and standing 
in your service. That rank and standing was admitted by the Board of 
Trade to be above their oldest member and resident, no position therefore 
could be clearer than that Mr. Stuart could not sit at the Board of Trade 
in conformity to your orders but as President of the Board, for in any 
other place at that Board he must have sat below his rank and standing 
in your service. 

[3] We were persuaded that the correspondence that has passed 
between us and the Board of Trade yupon this subject would draw your 
attention; and as throughout that correspondence we had not a wish but 
that of seeing your orders obeyed we left it to your own voluntary 
suggestion, uninfluenced by any representation on our part, to pass an 
opinion on the proceedings of the Board of Trade. Their address, which 
was only sent to our Secretary late last night just on the eve of closing 
our dispatches to your Honourable Court of the 22nd of this month, and 
especially the 12th paragraph of that address call upon your most serious 
attention. 

[4] Had your Governor General and Council ordered a junior servant 
to every member of the Board of Trade to supercede them and assume 
and execute the office of President of that Board their remonstrance to 
your Honourable Court could not be in more violent terms. 

[5] Had we ordered such a supercession the responsibility rested with 
us, and if we could not have convinced you of the wisdom or necessity of 
our conduct we remained amenable to your justice and to punishment. 
We conceive it had, in even such an extraordinary case, been the duty 
of your Board of Trade to have complied with our orders. For the 
real security of your property might depend upon an obedience to such 
orders, independent of ^e example of obedience necessary from your 
oldest civil servants under this Government. 
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[6] But when the authority we have exercised has been only to 
enforce, after long delays, your positive and incontestible orders in favor 
of senior servants to the members of the Board of Trade, and when an 
opposition has been raised to the execution of those orders, such as the 
correspondence between us and the Board of Trade will testify and such 
as we conceive to have been scarcely justifiable in the most opposite case 
of irregularity on our part, we must leave it to your Honourable Court 
to reflect upon the circumstances of this contest, and by your decision 
on it to pronounce us blamable if we have exceeded our duty, or to estab- 
lish a limit beyond which it may be dangerous for any of your servants 
civil or military to question the authority under which we act. 

[7] Your Honourable Court may depend upon it that we shall 
execute what we conceive our necessary duty in such cases in future, how- 
ever painful it may be to our feelings. But there is an ultimate duty 
which rests with your Court, and of which the consequences must even be 
important in its influence over a dominion ruled upon the principles on 
which your tenure of this country depends. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be etc. 

the ist March 1785. 
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LETTER DATED 23 MARCH 1785 

Explanation for deficiency in the amount of goods provided by the 
Board of Trade — Governor General's proposal for a better regulation of 
the police of Calcutta — Steele’s case — officers resigning the Company’s 
sewice or proceeding on leave required to produce the Paymaster’s certifi- 
cate that their dues have been cleared — Colonel Watson’s case — Calcutta 
Government accused of bribing men from King’s regiments to enter the 
Company’s service. 

GENERAL DEPARTMENT 

T O the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1- We have now the honor to address you by the Hinchinbrooke 
an to transmit our broken sett of proceedings for the month of February, 
a so duplicates of our several letters by the Cornwallis. 

8. In our last letter we advised you that the Hinchinbrooke had 
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been surveyed and reported in compicat repair. ^Vc therefore, though 
late in ihc season, consider it in every point of view an object of great 
importance to dispatcli tiiis ship to Europe without further detention, 
particularly as some of the Lucknow goods, whicii we liad pcrJiiittcd the 
Board of Trade to purchase of Mr. Scott, as well as a sinall part of the 
mvcstiiicnt of i7Sj/.{ rentained hi the warehouse. 

Another powerful Induccmcm for this measure was the assurance 
of the Board of Trade that all the goods would be sliippcd before the 
expiration of the period limited by charterparty. We have however been 
disappointed in this, but have Utc satisfaction to inform you that the cargo, 
which would otherwise have been deficient, has since been coniplcatcd by 
the arrival of fresh goods of Uic current year's invcslincnl, and as this 
vessel is said to sail very well we hope you will sustain no loss or incon- 
venience from the lateness of her dispatdt. 

4. We received a letter from Captain Maxwell claiming a loan on 
account of his ship according to the terms of the charterparty. This 

application we thought proper to refer to your Advo- 
General for his opinion, which having received 
we now transmit it, together with copy of Captain 
Maxwell’s letter for your information. Finding however that it would 
be impossible to get the Hinchinbrooke away without affording the assist- 
ance solicited we have issued to Captain Maxwell current rupees 27,000, 
for which he has mortgaged the freight that may become due on account 
the ship; the mortgage bond we endosc number in packet. 

5, The Glatton, ballasted with saltpetre, has been dispatched to 
take up a cargo of pepper at Fort Marlborough. Captain Drummond 
will receive sundry stores, to be delivered to the President and Council 
at Fort St. George, which having effected he will proceed according to 
his destination. 


6. Mr. Dror, a member of your Board of Trade, having represented 
to us that he had sustained very heavy losses, and had been compelled 
to submit to extreme inconvenience from the receipt 
1 of bonds in payment for the investment which he 

^ provided at Cossimbuzar in 1781, obtained our per- 

mission to make application for treasury orders in exchange for such bonds 
as his real exigencies required, but as many persons were in a similar 
situation with Mr. Droz, and consequently equally entitled to this indul- 
gence we were under the necessity of rescinding that 
resolution in his favor. We however permitted him 
to exchange bonds to the amount of 30,000 rupees, lest 
the alteration might be prejudicial to the arrangements which he had 
actually made in consequence of our first resolution. 


y. Mr. Droz expressed, his thanks for this favor, and requested our 
intercession with your Honourable Court to obtain a compliance with 
his wishes. We promised to transmit his letter a number in this packet. 
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but declined to recommend his reiiuesi as it must inevitably subject you 
to the same inconvcniencies which we eKperienced in bringing forward 
more applications and claims of the same nature. 


8. iMr. Joseph Dixon, of your civil establishment, having retpiested 
our permission to return to Europe for the adjustment of his private 

concerns, in consetpience of the general licence to that 
elfect which we held forth to your servants in our 
resolutions in the Secret Department of Inspection, wc 
accordingly granted him the indulgence. As lie conducted himself to our 
satisfaction, when in employ, we recommend liim to be restored to your 
service as soon as the situation of his private alfairs shall admit of his 
application for it. 


9. VV^e transmit you, a number in the packet, a letter just received 
from the Board of Trade, in reply to ours of the 22nd November last, 
on the subject of the deficiency in the account of goods provided and to 
be provided with the funds upon which you had reckoned when your 
reports were made to the Honourable House of Commons, under date 
the 14th February and 31st May ’84. 


to. In the loth, nth, 12th, 13th, 14111, 15th, iGth, 17th, 18th and 
19th paragraphs of our adch'esses to your Honourable Court under date the 
10th December 1784, per Surljrizc, wc expatiated upon this subject in as 
full and circumstantial a manner as the materials we had at that time 
before us would admit, and we shall now contrast the information recently 
received from the Board of Trade with that furnished you by the Surprize. 


11, The amount, which wc had rea- 
son to expect would have been 
laden upon ships dispatched in 
1783/4 and in 1784/5 to loth 
March 1785, as stated in that 
letter, is ... 

The amount of goods exported by the 
Board of Trade in 1783/4 was ... 

Do. in 1784/5 to 1st March 1785 ... 

Goods expected to complete the sub- 
scription investment of 1782/3 ... 
do. 1783/4 

Deficiency by these data ... 


3,55,12,240-9-4 

2,13,03,553-0-0 

1,04,41,195-0-0 


E70'394-o-o 

23'52,65 o - o-o 

3H3>27>792-o-o 

11,84,448-9-4 


observe that of this deficiency the Board of Trade have 
than current rupees 8,59,640-5-3 in the statement 
^ ^ accompanied their letter of the 15th March, although they have 
rp^T^ 1 deduction of current rupees 1,60,757-4-4 from what had been 
FeV^^^ account of the investments of 1782/3 and 1783/4 by the 28th 
us ^785, the particulars of this deduction not having been stated to 

we cannot take upon ourselves to admit it, supposing however the 
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amount of these tu’o deductions being current rupees 10,20,397-9-7 to be 
taken from ilic deficiency before slated there would remain current rupees 
i,64,050-i 5*9 unaccounted for, which we shall call upon the Board of 
Trade to explain. 

13. In the 17th paragraph of our letter by the Surprize we stated the 
grounds on which we concluded that had the Board of Trade realized 
the investment of 1783/4 in the usual period (viz., loth Marcli 1785) 
they would have liad goods to the amount of current rupees 
1,19,18,079-13-7 to lade upon Uic ships to be dispatclied between 20th 
November 1784 and loth March 1785. It however now appears that not- 
withstanding they exported in 1784/5 goods to tlic amount of current 
rupees 1,04,41,195 they yet expected to realize current rupees 25,23,044 
in goods on account of the invesunent of 1782/3 and 1783/4. This with 
the beforementioned sum of i,04,.ti,i95 and current rupees 1,60,757-4-4, 
which has been deducted by the Board of Trade for contingencies, amount 
to current rupees 1,31,24,996-4-4, exceeding our former estimate by current 
rupees 12,06,916-6-9. The Board of Trade having realized current rupees 
2,04,317 on account of old investments and current rupees 5,23,095 on 
account of the subscription investment, and expecting yet to realize current 
rupees 1,70,394 on the same accounts which we did not then reckon 
upon, the practicability of the recovery not being officially stated to us, 
these three sums amount to current rupees 8,97,806, which deducted from 
the excess upon our former estimate leave current rupees 3,09,1 io-6-g,. of 
which we shall require an explanation. But as we are not likely to 
obtain an answer to any formal reference we may make to the Board 
of Trade on this subject, in time to transmit the same to you by the 
present conveyance we must leave it at present in a state of unadjustment, 

14. The data exhibited by the above differing considerably from 
those upon tvhich our Accountant General reckoned, when he formed the 
observations upon your reports to the Honourable House of Commons, 
dated 14th February and 31SI May 1784, renders it necessary to send you a 
separate number in this packet his report to us of the effect which this 
information will produce upon your expectations from the amount appro- 
priated by us to the commercial investments, and the alteration which 
may now be expected in the amount you will have to pay for our draughts 
and certificates of 1784/5, a practice which we shall direct him to follow 
by the last ship of each season so long as .the same circumstances shall 
appear equally necessary to be pointed out to your particular attention. 

15. We transmit you, numbers in this packet, copies of letters from 
your Commander in Chief and Surgeon General, and several petitions, 
which accompanied them, from the assistant surgeons -who were dismissed 
in consequence of your orders of the i6th March 1784. 

16. The representations of these gentlemen will point out the hard- 
ship of their case. We feel the cruelty of it so forcibly that we must 
beg leave, in the most earnest manner, to recommend it to your favourable 
attention. 
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17. On the 2 1 SI insfaiu ihc Governor General laid before us a propo- 
sition for the belter regulation of ilie police of Calcutta without any 
encroase of expence to the Company or to the inhabitants. The general 
reduction of the salaries and .allowances of the Company‘.s servants renders 
it an object of l!ie most serious importance to reduce the necessary cxpences 
of living in your principal seiilemeni. 'This can only be done by example, 
by a well regulated police, by reducing the encrcased wages of native 
servants, and by kccpitig the tuarkets unlaxed, and removing all improper 
imposts upon the necessaries of life, and improving the roads that lead 
from the conntry to Cadcutia. To each of these objects we shall pay 
attention. The Governtu' General’s minute goes a number in the packet, 
and we have concurred witli hitn in the rcgidations which he has submitted 
to our approbation. 

18. In consnhaiion i8th June yon will find recoriled a letter from 
the Military Paymaster General rcsj>ccting the balance due anti retrench- 
ments from the disbursements of .\ir. R. G. Steele, late Paymaster to the 
troops in the Zemindarry (jf Ilcnares and to the garrison of Clutnar, 
amounting to current rupees i,8o,.j 32-5-1. 'Phe dilferent articles of charge 
are particularly explained, and our resolution will point out the sums 
for which Mr. Steele was held responsible and those from which he was 
exonerated. 

19. Mr. Steele at dilferent limes appealed against the decision we 

bad passed, but as he did not state any new matter 
Consultations r,th, to ituluce us to rescind onr resolutions wc held him 
iGth and 23rd August, indebted to the Company for the sum of current rupees 

27,791-1 i-i, and responsible for the amount of certain 
parts of the retrenchments on his accounts which it might not be in 
the power of the Military Paymaster General to recover, and for which 
Mr. Steele was ordered to give security previous to his quitting this country. 

20. Mr, Steele though repeatedly called upon to give the security 
required constantly evaded it; he also evaded to pay the balances due 
from him to the Company, and country [contrary] to our express orders 
proceeded to Europe on a foreign ship. 

21. By this time the Military Paymaster General reported another 
demand against him for current rupees three hundred and forty four, 

, . one anna and seven pice, which made his debt to the 

Consultation ist ^ ^ o o t t 

September. Company amount to current rupees 58,135-15-8. He 

also reported that the amount of retrenchments for 
which he was to find security, if they should not be recovered, was reduced 
to the sum of current rupees 21,212-4-8. 

22. On the 3rd November we called upon the Military Paymaster 
General for an exact statement of the retrenchments from Mr. Steele's 
accounts, which he deemed irrecoverable, as well as a general account of 
the balances due from him that the sums might be carried to his debit 
to enable you to prosecute him in England for the amount. 
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23. In consequence of ihis order the Military Paymaster General 
in his letter of 20th December, recorded in Consultation 12th January, 
extract of which goes herewith a number in the packet, informed ns that 
the claims of the Company on Mr. Steele for retrenchments still continued 
as above. At the same time he communicated to us that from a memo* 
randum of Mr. Steele’s, respecting the Commissary General’s retrench- 
ments, it appeared that he (Mr. Steele) had recovered the sum of current 
rupees seventeen thousand and fourteen, fourteen annas and six pice 
(1701.J-14-6) on account of his retrenchments, for whicli he had never 
given him credit. Upon this information we called upon the Military 
Paymaster General to verify upon oath that the sum so recovered had 
not been brouglit to credit; his affidavit goes herewith a number in the 
packet, with copies of tlic accounts current delivered in by Mr. Steele to 
him. The claims therefore of the Honourable Company on Mr. Steele 
to be recovered by you in England arc as follow, viz,. 


On account of pay and batta drawn as Paymaster 
to Colonel Blair’s dctaclmicnt from February 1782 to 
August 1783 inclusive, disallowed by order of the 
Board dated the lOtli August as he received a commis- 
sion on ills disbursements in lieu of pay and allow- 
ances. He likewise drew twice the allowance for sircars 
and shroffs, once as Paymaster to the garrison of 
Chunar and once as Paymaster to the troops serving in 
the Zemindary of Benares from i8th January 1782 to 
31st August 1783 inclusive, making the sum of current 
rupees ... ... ... ... 16,086 7 9 

Commission drawn by him on his disbursements 
which the Board determined to be the properly of 
Mr, Perreau, his predecessor in office ... ... 4,329 12 o 

A retrenchment on his commission account made 
by the Commissary General ... ... ... 637 15 6 

Retrenchments recovered by Mr. Steele according to 
a memorandum at the foot of his last account current 
never given credit (as he ought to have done) when he 
was exonerated from the retrenchments above stated ... 17,014 14 6 


in all current rupees ... 38,069 1 9 


besides being answerable for the amount, which may not be recovered, 
of the sum of current rupees 21,212-4-8 due on account of retrenchments 
from which he has never been exonerated. 

24. As Mr. Steele is in England we trust and hope it will be in 
your power to recover the above sum of current rupees sS.oGg-i-g. We 
transmit a notarial copy of his appointments, a number in the packet, 
understanding that this document is a necessary voucher for you. 
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55. Having given you this detail, relative to the claims of this 
Government against Mr. Steele, it is proper to inform you at the same 
time that at the period of his appoinment to the office of Paymaster to 
the garrison of Chunar he was not in your service, nor were the usual 
securities taken from him. He was suddenly removed from office, not in 
consequence of any misconduct but in obedience to your command, con- 
tained in your letter of 56th September 1785, directing that “none but 
covenanted servants should hold any employment in your service under 
this Presidency”. That removal he will of course plead as the cause of 
his inability to recover the retrenchments made in his accounts, and he 
will probably state that those very retrenchments were not made till it 
was too late for him to recover them. We have thought it our duty to 
place the subject fully before you, that having examined it in every 
light you may adopt the necessary measures in consequence. Copies of 
his accounts current, as sent in by the Military Paymaster General, go 
numbers in this packet. 


56. The Military Paymaster General having reported a sum due 
from Major Law of current rupees 618-5 his attorney 
called upon to refund this amount, which he 
refused saying he was positively forbid by his instruc- 
tions from paying any sums without express orders. 


57. We think it proper to point this out to your particular notice 
that you may take the necessary steps for recovering the amount from 
Major Law who is in England. To prevent similar inconveniencies we 
some time ago issued in General Orders that no officer should be allowed 
to resign the service or quit the country until the Paymaster's certificate, 
that he has no demand upon him for the Commissary General’s 
retrenchments, shall be produced. 


58. We beg leave to inform you that the charges which were incurred 
by the Company in sending back to this country Mrs. Murray’s native 
Consultat’ servant Betty have been recovered of Colonel Murray, 

February^^*°” agreeably to the account which you transmitted, 

amounting to current rupees 255-9-6, and will be 
credited in the Military Paymaster General’s books accordingly. The 

indemnification bond has in consequence been delivered up to Colonel 
Murray. 


29. The regulations for carrying into effectual execution our plan 
or the general retrenchment of expence in your civil and military estab- 

Consultation loUi ^^^bments having been already communicated to you, 
February. from our Secret Department of Inspection, and the 

grounds on which it was founded, it only remains for 
Department with the names of those gentlemen 
since obtained our permission to proceed to Europe according 
e terms which we demand it necessary to prescribe, viz.. 
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On half pay to be received in England 


Consultation loth February 
Do. Do. 

Consultation ^ril March 
Consultation 17th March 


John McCra Assistant Surgeon 
Lieutenant Wattle 
Ensign Purefoy 
Lieutenant Lucadou 


On full pay to be received in Bengal 


7Ui March 
joih February 
Do. do. 
5rd Mardi 
Do. do. 

Do. do. 
i7ih do. 


Captain Lieutenant Holland 
Lieutenants Browne 
Calcraft 
Duff 
Frushard 
Bradshaw 
Hunter 


30. We have now to request that you will afford your sanction to 
the above regulation, in complying with the terms of it so far as respects 
the issues of half pay in England not doubting but on mature consideration 
you will approve the general plan and authorize its continuance. 


31, The following officers have been allowed to resign your service 
since our last advices, as will appear in the consultations noted in the 
margin, viz., 


consultations 7th, Captains Williams and Broome 
ruarv^” * * Lieutenants Bic and A. Tremamondo 


32. Mr. Blankey Smyth, formerly a cadet in your service, has been 
permitted to proceed to England in the Hinchinbrooke 
Consultation 21st terms of charterparty, at the intercession of 

the Commander in Chief. 


February. 


33. Colonel Watson has applied to us to defend another prosecution 
commenced against him, in the Supreme Court of Judicature, by one 
Dotteram Tarrufdar, upon the supposition that it is incumbent on us to 
vindicate the grant of land at Kidderporc which he obtained from you 
in England; but as this matter has long since been referred to you for 
instructions and as we have not yet received your orders upon the subject 
we declined any interference in this business. 

34. Major John Grattan has repeatedly solicited us to permit him 
to draw his allowances and establishment as Adjutant General of His 

Majesty’s forces in India from Bengal. As the Presi* 
dent and Council of Fort St. George refused to issue 
them, notwithstanding this gentleman had been ap- 
pointed to that station by His Majesty’s late Commander in Chief in India 
and although the King has been graciously pleased to confirm that appoint- 
ment, we have therefore directed the same allowances as are drawn by the 
Adjutant General at Fort St. George to be issued to him here untill your 
pleasure is known, 
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35. Captain Pinkerton of the 98th Regiment having preferred sundry 
claims of his own and other officers’ of that Regiment upon the Company, 
as recorded in our proceedings, we declined taking cognizance of them 
as we could not think of interfering with the internal arrangements of 
other Presidencies under which they originated. We therefore ordered 
all the bills to be returned to him, and accordingly referred him to Fort 
St. George and Bombay; to which places he is gone to obtain their final 
adjustment. 

36. Colonel Gordon having sent in sundry bills containing claims 

upon the Company which originated at Fort St. George 
January*^^r4th^ Fe* Bombay we were compelled to return them to 

ruary. ’ him, as in similar cases, to be adjusted where they were 

incurred. 


37- You will receive herewith accounts of advances which have been 
made to the commanders of the Indiamen for the passage of His Majesty’s 
officers and troops. But as these will not be found to correspond exactly 
with the embarkation returns, which will be transmitted to your Secretary 
by the Agent for dispatching the Company’s ships, we think it proper 
and necessary to account for the differences by informing you that after 
the troops had been finally paid up and actually sent down the river we 
considered the letter and spirit of His Majesty’s orders, under date the 
nth and 30th September 1783, had been fully adhered, and as it was a 
matter of the utmost importance to your service to secure as many of this 
[these] men for this establishment as might be induced to return by an 
extraordinary bounty, we sent officers down the river with authority to 
offer the bounty usually given by the Company and to enlist as many 
men as could be prevailed upon to return. The success which this 
measure has been attended with will fully appear to you from a comparison 
of Mr. Cox’s embarkation returns with the accounts of the Deputy Pay- 
master, which you will be able to check from the above, and accordingly 
call on the respective commanders to refund what they may have been 
over paid. 


38. Our letters and the consultations, which accompanied them, 
would from time to time acquaint you of every thing 
21st and^agth Octo- occurred since the arrival of His Majesty’s 

15th December, troops in Bengal, and the difficulties we have experi- 


17 th and 31st Janu- 
ary and 21st March. 


enced in carrying into execution your orders relative 
to the recruiting service from the reduced regiments. 


39 * As the ship by which this letter is to be dispatched carries home 
^ . ^^^^^riing part of His Majesty’s troops, for whom we have been 
igcd at so heavy an expence to provide a passage to England, we 
cannot convey to you a stronger proof of the impediments that have been 
Town in the way of the public interest, by discouraging the non-corn- 
privates of His Majesty’s regiments to enlist in your service, 
P sending you, a number in the packet, a letter which we received 
om Colonel Gordon by the hands of the pilot who carried out the 
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where, relative to either the orders sent out about the return of these 
troops or the construction and execution of those orders. 

46. Every soldier who had been prevented from enlisting in your 
service is a loss to the nation at large. They all to a very few would have 
been glad to have enlisted. But at first those who offered to enlist were 
confined in their regimental guards, afterwards discharges were refused 
and other obstruction thrown in the way to them, and ultimately you 
see the turn that is given to a fair and liberal encouragement to them to 
remain in the service. 

47. You will find that when they settle their claims with their 
respective officers they will be happy to return to your service from 
England. 

48. You have been put to the enormous expence, which your accounts 
will shew for the passage of these men to Europe when the service they 
had seen and the want of European soldiers rendered their stay most 
valuable to the interests of the Company and the nation at large. 

49. In regard to the inattention of which Colonel Gordon complains 
horn the Commander in Chief we have to observe that the Commander 
in Chief has no military authority as Commander in Chief in Calcutta, 
that Colonel Gordon lived in the town of Calcutta and not in Fort William, 
and that we paid him the full allowances of Colonel commanding a brigade 
beside house rent. 


50. As we have never made any distinctions between your and the 
public service, as true zeal for His Majesty’s service is best certifyed in 
orwarding the public interest under any local description so we are 
persuaded that where that interest is impeded and sacrificed, to any 
prejudices or other views, disapprobation must mark the instance. 


The state of the treasuries this day is as follows: 


Ready money 

General Treasury 
Khalsah 


47429 9 9 
56,181 8 5 

i,o3,&ii 2 2 


Sills receivable 

General Treasury 
■Sicca rupees ig^ 

R-hafsah do. <> 


15.671 

07,429 


7 9 14.10.178 14 9 
5 9 2,40,618 o o 

16,50,796 14 9 


Current rupees 17,54,408 on 
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lutter to court 


Balance account dcposiis ... 6,30,100 o 

Do. Accomptant General lo the 

Mayor’s Court ... ... 1,30,161 13 9 

Do. of the oM bonded debt on 
u’hich the interest has ceased 
by public advertisement ... *15. 117 o 8 

New bonded debt at 8 per cent ... 1,57,26,907 13 11 

4 per cent remittance loan ... 8,56,840 o o 

i.73.79->s6 >5 -1 

Fort William, We have the honor to be etc. 

the 33rd March 1785. 
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LETTER DATED 28 APRIL 1785 

A court of enquiry (o' investigate the loss of the Hinchinfarookc — 
iMJtruch'ons regarding the investment of 178$ J 6 — Madras permitted to 
draw five lakhs from Calcutta. 

T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. Having resolved in the Political Department to dispatch the Eliza 
snow to Bussorah we avail ourselves of this opportunity of communicating 
to you the total loss of the Honourable Company’s ship Hmchiiibrooke, 
which happened on the head of the Long Sand, near the Cockcrlcc Buoy, 
on the loth instant, as she was returning to Kedgeree having put back 
from stress of weather before the pilot had left her. 

3. We understand that the ship proved leaky in her upper works, 
and was in other respects unfit to proceed to sea, but cannot at present 
give you any further particulars of this event than those contained in the 
accompanying papers, untill the Court, which we have ordered to enquire 
into the loss of this vessel, shall have sent in their proceedings. We have 
however the satisfaction to inform you that the crew and passengers, 
except two or three, were saved. 

3. At the same time that we r^et the loss of so valuable a cargo 
which amounted to current rupees 7,84,270-0-0, and the disappointment 
your Honourable Court will in consequence experience, we must acquaint 
you of all the circumstances relative to this unfortunate ship previous 
to her dispatch, and of our motives and inducements for sending her 
home. 
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4. In our letter of the 23rd October 1783, you were informed that 
the Hinchinbrooke had been dismissed the service and that Captain Max- 
well intended to proceed to Bombay to dock and repair 
(^nsultation ship, which he accordingly did. On the 28th 

December last he returned to Bengal and tendered the 
Hinchmbrooke, representing that she “had been compleatly and thoroughly 
repaired and was in every respect fit to receive the Honourable Company’s 
cargo on board’’. 


Consultation 
17th January. 


5. Upon this we ordered a survey, not however in the usual manner 
by the Master Attendant or one of his deputies attended by the Company’s 

carpenter, but directed your Senior Commander, then 
in the river. Captain Abercrombie of the Corntvallis, 
Captain Drummond of the Glutton and the Master 
Attendant, who were accompanied by the Company’s carpenter and the 
carpenters of their respective ships, to examine and survey the Hinchin- 
brooke. This they accordingly did, and reported that, “having surveyed 
the Hinchinbrooke they deemed her fit to be received into the Company’s 
service for the purpose of conveying a cargo to Europe’’. 


6. In consequence of this report we took the Hinchinbrooke again 
into the service, and the President and Council of Bencoolen being in 
great want of tonnage to transport a thousand tons of pepper, which they 
would have on hand after loading all their ships, we resolved to send 
Captain Maxwell as well as Captain Drummond thither, and issued the 
necessary orders accordingly. 


7 - Soon after this and after a correspondence with the Board of 
Trade on the deficiency of different investments we received a letter from 
them stating, “that they had found the goods remaining in the ware- 
house would furnish within 70 tons of a cargo for the Hinchinbrooke 
and that if we thought it advisable to dispatch this ship with the above 
tonnage direct to England, instead of sending her to be filled up with 
pepper at Bencoolen, they could ship it within the time limited by 
charterparty, viz., the 10th March.” 


, this matter into immediate consideration and to avoid 

eiay we directed our Secretary, on the date of the Board of Trade’s letter, 
0 acquaint them that the Hinchinbrooke would be ordered to Europe 
ch^^^^ ^^‘•^^^such cargo as could be got ready within the period fixed by 


9 - Several inducements led us to adopt this measure, but particularly 
Board of Trade that the goods would be loaded 
bave^^ March, the consideration of the increased sum you would 

P^y account of demurrage were we to dispatch the Hinchin- 
(jg ° ^ Marlborough, and above all the advantages that you would 

thar^^ ^ remittance, which we should thus effect to you, of more 
seven lacs of rupees of valuable manufactures. 
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10. We advised you in our letter o£ the 23rd ultimo, of which we 
have now the honor to transmit you copy the original being lost in the 
Hirtchifibroohe, that we were obliged in order to enable Captain Max- 
well to proceed to sea to advance him current rupees twenty seven thousand 
which he claimed on the terms of charterparty. He requested at the 
same time to be allowed a small quantity of marine stores, whicii we also 
granted, having no other allcrnaitve than that of complying with his 
request or sulTering a ship, which had already been nearly four years in 
India, to remain another season and thereby deprived us of the great 
objects of putting a slop to the demurrage of the Hinchinbrooke, and 
of making a seasonable remittance to the Company. Captain Maxw’eli 
gave his bond for both sums, binding himself that they should be paid 
out of the freight which would be due to the ship, and as the owners 
have no doubt insured this freight you will have a claim upon them for 
the amount. 

It. As soon as we receive the proceedings of the Court ordered 16 
enquire into the loss of the Hinchinbrooke we shall transmit it to you 
with every other document on this subject necessary for your information. 

IS. The period being nearly arrived when preparations should be 
made for the provision of tlie ensuing year’s investment we took into our 
most serious consideration your orders thereon, and how far the resources 
of this Government would enable us to carry titose orders into execution, 
and have resolved 

First, that the sum of current rupees forty five lacs (C. Rs. 43,00,000) 
including the three lacs advanced on tlie iGih December 1784 to the 
Board of Trade for saltpetre be allotted for the provision of every 
part of the Honourable Company’s investment for the year ending 
the 30th April 1786. 

Secondly, that the Board of Trade be requested to apportion, and 
form a list of the investment to be provided according to the sum 
allotted and the orders of the Company, proportionally increasing the 
quantity of goods which may appear to be most advantageous, and 
diminishing those by which the Company sustain a loss. 

Thirdly, that this investment be provided by contract in con- 
formity to the commands of the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
contained in the and paragraph of their letter of the 23rd April. 

Fourthly, that as soon as the list of investment, (to be formed 
according to the 2nd resolution) shall be approved by this Board the 
Board of Trade do advertize in the public papers, and at all the 
factories and aurungs for sealed proposals to contract for the invest- 
ment of 1785/6, which proposals are to be d'elivered to the Governor 
General and Council according to the orders of the Company. 


And we have requested the Board of Trade to adopt such measures 
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for carrying these resolutions into immediate execution as they may think 
necessary and effectual. 

13. In consequence of repeated and recent representations from the 
Government of Fort St. George for further supplies, though unaccom- 
panied by any of those official statements of their resources and wants 
which we have so often but in vain required from that Presidency, we 
have lately empowered them to draw upon us to the amount of five lacs 
of rupees, and have paid for a quantity of grain [for] which they purchased 
certificates upon us. 

14. We have likewise assured them that upon transmitting to us 
accurate statements of their finances and wants we will distribute to them 
their full proportion of the surplus resource of this Government, and we 
have it now in contemplation to make considerable remittances to Bombay, 
and to give the utmost support to your trade in China as you will be 
advised more fully from the Secret Department. 

The state of the treasuries this day is as follows: 

Ready money 

General Treasury .., ... 74>965 6 9 

Khalsah ... ... 45,300 11 9 

Bills receivable 

General Treasury 

Sicca rupees 10,07,783 10 5 11,69,059 o 3 

Khalsah 

Sicca rupees 94,749 ^ o 1,09,908 15 9 

Unsorted treasure 
Khalsah 

from Midnapore ... 10,151 
Valued at 10 per cent better than current rupees 


1,17,166 5 6 


12,78,938 o o 


11,133 1 8 


Current rupees 


Balance account deposits 
O- Accomptant General to the 
Mayor’s Court 
of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has ceased 
publick advertisement ... 
w bonded debt at 8 per cent 
4 per cent remittance loan 


4,68,411 6 

1,50,161 13 


45,117 o 
1,57,58,836 11 
8,56,840 o 


14,07,537 


1,75,19,366 15 


Fort William. 

*e s8th April 1785. 


We have the honor to be etc. 
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Lord Mncarinc-/s visit to Calcutta — Committee of Seamen examine the 
eastern channel of the Hooghly — Calcutta Council obliged to accede to 
Board of Trade’s recommendations regarding the iySyf6 investment — 
Barton’s request that he be allowed to fill in Stuart's vacancy at the Board 
of Trade during the latter^s absettce — death of Doctor Koenig, the botanist 
— repairs of the Calcutta Fort draw-bridges and water gateways — experi- 
ment of storing grain in air-tight golahs proves successful — measures to 
lower the prices of necessities of life — utility of the Calcutia-Chunar road 
— compensation paid to King’s troops for loss of properly during the reltirn 
voyage — commanders of ships warned against receivhig deserters. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT 

To ihe Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honour- 
able United Cojnpany of Merchants of England trading to the East 
Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 


1. Since our last letter from this Department under date 28th April, 
of which we enclose a duplicate, we have had the honor to receive your 
dispatches of the gtli and loth December per Fox, together with duplicates 
thereof by His Majesty's sloop Cygnet. 

2. By this conveyance we have the honor to transmit you our 
broken sett of proceedings in the Public Department, commencing with 
the first consultation in February and concluding with our proceedings 
of the 26th ultimo, and complete indexes thereof. 


3. VVe have tlie pleasure of acquainting you with the safe arrival 
here, on the aisi instant, of Lieutenant General 
Robert Sloper, and of his having taken his seat at 
our Board on that day. 


4. The Honourable Company's armed ship Swallow, under the com- 
Consuiiaiion mand of Captain Penny, imported here with dispatches 

3rd June. from Bombay on the 3rd June. 


5. The Right Honourable Lord Macartney, your late President of 
Fort St. George, having visited this place in the Greyhound packet we 
received him with tUl the honors due to his rank and 
nm station. Soon after his arrival he expressed 

a desire of proceeding to Europe as expeditiously as 
possible, and requested (if it was not attended with any public incon- 
venience) that we would appoint your ship Swallow for his conveyance. 
Not knowing of any particular servi<» for the Swallow we readily com- 
plied with His Lordship’s desire, and immediately ordered Captain Penny 
to prepare for sea. 
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6. The next day we received a letter from Captain Penny requesting 
to resign his command, which we accepted, and turned over Captain 

Anderson and the crew of the Greyhound to the 
Consultation Swallow; allotting the Greyhound for the purpose of 

18th Ju y. conveying the officers [of the] military detachment 

and the crew belonging to the Bombay Marine to their establishment. 


Consultation 
26th July. 

packet. 


We have fixed the number of men for the Swallow according to 

your instructions respecting [ ]. A list thereof 

with an account of advances made for the outfit of 
the purpose of ascertaining the cause thereof; we pro- 


8. In our dispatches of 28th April, by the way of Bussorah, you 
were apprized of the unfortunate wreck of the Hinchinbrooke, and that 

a court of enquiry had been ordered to assemble for 
the purpose of ascertaining the cause thereof; we pro- 
mised to communicate to you the report of that court, and it is now 
forwarded a number in this packet. The perusal of it will convince 
you that the loss is to be attributed principally to the ignorance or 
inattention of the helmsman, though perhaps a general deficiency in 
the number both of officers and men may also be adduced as an assistant 
cause. The pilot who had charge of the ship has, agreeably to established 
usage, been dismissed your service. 


g. Having received reports that the eastern channel of this river 
was a better navigation for large ships than the old one, in common use, 
„ we determined to avail ourselves of its advantage, and 

July.”^^ nation 11th accordingly ordered our Master Attendant to direct 

all the pilots to bring up the Company’s ships (if it 
could be done without risk) to Culpee, instead of mooring them, as was 
formerly the case, at Kedgeree. 


10. But our Master Attendant, having since been on a survey of 
the river, has recommended a place still nearer Calcutta as possessing 

Consultation oqu advantages to either Kedgeree or Culpee. 

June. ^ ^ This induced us to appoint a committee of the most 

, ^ experienced seafaring men in the settlement to pro- 

ee own the river and examine it. Messieurs Page Keble and Joseph 
ice accordingly executed this service; and we beg leave to refer you to 

Master Attendant which we enclose 
to T packet. These will point out to you, as they have done 

prict^* S^cat benefits to be derived from this situation and the pro- 
A adopting, without hesitation, the plan proposed by the 
■^t^cndant. We shall take the necessary measures for carrying it 
complete effect, and we rely on the event for your fullest approbation. 


ti^ansmit you, a number in the packet, a proposal tvhich has 
sti muted to us by Mr. Luard for the establishment of regular 
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packets for the conveyance of your advices via Bussorah. But as the 
carrying this plan into execution would be [attended] with very great 
expence wc must, previous to such a measure, obtain your concurrence. 
We cannot however conclude this paragraph without saying that we 
approve of Mr. Luard’s plan. 


12. Having taken into our consideration, in the most comprehensive 
view, the present state of your affairs in India together with the relative 
exigencies and resources of the dilTerent Presidencies, 
Consultation 26ih according to the accounts which wc have received of 
^ their estimated receipts and disbursements in the course 

of the current year, and having taken your commands for our guide in 
apportioning the unappropriated surplus of thtf Bengal revenues to the 
general relief of your several possessions we have resolved to remit bctiveen 
the 30th April 1785 and 1st May 178G: 


To the Presidency of Bombay ... ... 35,00,000 

To your Supracargoes at China ... ... 22,50,000 

To Fort St. George ... ... ... 15,00,000 

To Bencoolen ... ... ... ... 4,50,000 

And to St, Helena ... ... ... 25,000 


Making in all 


Rupees 77,25,000 


13. In consequence of the urgent solicitations from your Supercargoes 
at Canton for supplies from this place, and our conviction of the neces- 
sity of sending as large an amount as our means will 
ConsuUaiion ijih adniic in order to enable them to load all your ships, 
we issued an advertisement on the 14th April inviting 
proposals for the payment of money in China in the course of the present 
season. This advertisement was transmitted to, and also issued at the 
other Presidencies, but we are sorry to inform you it did not meet with 
success. 


14. On the arrival of your orders of the 9th and 10th December we 
resolved to make a second attempt, and accordingly renewed our advertise- 
ment. Several tenders were made, but none appearing 
likely to answer the purpose of an immediate or indeed 
certain remittance we did not think it adviseable to 
accept any of them, the terras that could have procured the wished for 
relief being extremely disadvantageous. Thus circumstanced we have been 
obliged to relinquish our ivishes of affording your Supracargoes a season- 
able supply, as the state of our finances and the advanced season will not 
admit of our dispatching treasure, the only certain mode of effecting it 
at this period, we have ho^vever desired [them] to draiv upon us to the 
extent of ten or fifteen lacs of rupees^ which we shall consider as part of 
their supplies for the season of 1786/7. /Vnd w'e have engaged that sucli 
bills shall be paid in preference to any other demands on our treasury, 
it being our most anxious wish to rdieve your Honourable Court as much 
as possible from the payment of drafts upon you from China. 
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. Uttpv of Lhe April, paragraphs is and 13, wc 

15. In oui ^ you ^vith our resolutions of the sist of 

Consultation aist thlt month/respccting the sum to be •‘“‘>“'•'‘1 ^ ‘^t 
April. investment of 1785/6. pfovidiug it 

which we had resolved on in conformity to your express commands. 

16 These resolutions were, in a letter under date the spth 

communicated to the Board of Trade, with a desne 
Consultation 21st would adopt such measures as they thought 

Apnl. necessary for carrying our resolutions into immediate 

effect, 

17. In reply to our letter the Board of Trade represented the incon- 
veniences that would follow, were your orders for advertising foi pio* 

posals carried into execution at that period, that it 
Consultation 16th would be unjust to the present contractors as they 
had only four months before received their advances 
for the investment of 1784/5, that they were very much alarmed at the 
idea of new men being introduced at the aiirrengs to the prejudice of the 
old contractors, and apprehended that these contractors would, with their 
securities, protest against such a measure, and that the whole of their 
engagements must hereby be rendered very precarious. 

18. At the same time the Board of Trade proposed that the sum 
which we had allotted, viz., forty five lacs of rupees, should not be 

considered as a supply for the investment of 1785/6 
M^onsu tation 16th “expedient augmentation to the investment 

of 1784/5”. By which means the desirable end of 
commencing the succeeding investment of 1786/7, at the usual period, 
would be effected: and they urged, in support of these arguments, the 
justice which would be thereby done to the present contractors, and the 
certainty of insuring tonnage for your expected ships. 

19* Taking into our most mature consideration the dangerous con- 
sequences that we had so much reason to apprehend from the representa- 
tions of the Board of Trade, and confirmed at several conferences we had 
with their President, the disappointment which your Honourable Court 

iea't *e part of the contractors, and the 

Cected inevitably suffer by a want of cargoes for your 

uSthe tdval n'fTIr >^«°l“tion on this subject 

might be nex • ^chet, at that tune hourly expected, as there 

S;tattuve;anc““ H-o«-ble cUf on this head 

to the'Boa°rTofTrade^ dispatches hy the'pox we wrote 

Board of Trade, in reply to their letter recorded in the consulta-' 

Consultation ioth . May, representing that we did not 

■ wSb the consequences 

your commands As in nnv^^ yprehended from a literal compliance with 

n our judgement the old contractors were th. 


1 A — - 
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likely persons to give in proposals, and would certainly have an advantage 
over all others from local knowledge, and from possessing an experience 
and influence that new men could not immediately obtain, and conse- 
quently would be able to provide the investment on more reasonable 
terms. 


21. We observed to the Board of Trade that these arguments ivere, 
in our opinion, unanswerable, and justified a repetition of our former 
resolutions for enforcing your commands; and that had we been only 
anxious to discharge our duly the line for our proceedings was clear. 
We wished however to act upon a more liberal principle of public duty. 
We felt the difficulties to which the Board of Trade might be subject, 
and were not only desirous of .averting them but also of affording every 
aid in our power to promote the essential interest of our mutual 
employers. 


22. But before we departed from our resolutions of the 25th April 
we were desirous of ascertaining, to a degree of certainty, the advantages 
which would result to the Company by our acceding, even in partial 
degree, to the wishes of the Board of Trade by adopting their plan, and 
therefore requested to be informed whether with an advance of thirty 
three lacs of rupees and the goods of former investments, not at present 
realized, they would be able to complete the loading of the seven ships 
which we expect in the course of the season, so that they might all be 
dispatched for England before the close of February next. 


Consultations nth 
and i8th July. 


23. The replies of the Board of Trade to our letters are recorded 
in the consultations noted in the margin, and we beg leave to refer you 
to them. It will appear that they persisted in the 
same sentiments which they communicated to us in 
September and October last, and were still appreheii- 
sive of the inconveniences they would labor under by the adoption of 
your commands, and again recommended that the advances should be 
considered as an augmentation of the investment of 1784/5, and that we 
ivould allow the contractors to keep possession of the aurungs till April 
1786. 


24. You have already been advised of the change which happened 
in the seasons for providing the investment, owing to the delay in issuing 
the advances, a delay which could not be avoided in the late situation 
of our resources. By this it appears that the virtual engagements 
which existed between the Board of Trade and their contractors did not 
actually commence till the 1st November, at which late period their con- 
tracts were dated and were to exist for one year from that day. We had 
therefore no option left us but that of allowing the present contractors 
to have an exclusive right to the possession of the aurungs until the full- 
fillment of their contracts. 

25. This point being established it next became a consideration 
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whether the funds, with which the Board of Trade had been furnished, 
would be sufficient to afford cargoes for the seven expected ships. 

06. They stated that the balance of the subscription investment of 
1783/3, the balance of the investment of 1783/4 and the realization o 
the investment of 1784/5 (including indigo and saltpetre) made co - 
tively the sum of rupees seventy six lacs ninety two thousand, six 
and thirty eight. This amount at the rate of thirteen lacs for each ship 
would furnish more than five cargoes. 


37. The advanced state of the season left us no alternative but the 
risk of a want of cargoes for some of your expected ships, and the prospect 
of a general confusion in the Commercial Department, of which the 
contractors would certainly avail themselves by non-performance of theii 
engagements, and which if it did not create an inability for realizing the 
outstanding balances would afford but too forcible a plea against their 
realization. In a word we had to apprehend a total disappointment to 
your Honourable Court in your e.xpected commercial returns, and were 
consequently compelled from necessity to accede to the urgent and reiterat- 
ed recommendations of the Board of Trade. We therefore resolved to 
allot the sum of twenty five lacs for the augmentation which they pro- 
posed, and were obliged to assent to their recommendation of extending 
the investment of 1784/5 to the 1st May 1786. 


38, An order on our treasury was accordingly issued in favor of the 
Board of Trade for the sum of rupees twenty five lacs, under the following 
express conditions: 


1st That the Board of Trade do engage to have seven compleat 
cargoes ready before the 38th of February next. 

3nd That the goods be provided as near as possible to the Com- 
pany’s list. And having resolved to allot the sum of forty five lacs for 
the next year’s investment, viz., 1786/7 in conformity to your report to 
• House of Commons, we as a third condition stipulated 

with the Board of Trade that they would advise all the contractors that 

literally obeyed for providing the investment of 
i 7 »t>/ 7 . and that an advertisement will be issued on the 1st of November 
nn^nr proposals to be received, according to your instructions 

meet following; we trust that these measures will 

meet your entire^ approbation. 

Mr particular attention to the letters from 

subiect of h- '"-"n consultations noted in -the margin, on the 

tal absence ^ consequence of the acciden- 

virtue of ^ dangerous illness, of the Honourable Mr. Stuart, and in 
Present Act of Parliament of the 34th of His 

be reduced L two inr? fourteen days the Council should 

two, including the Governor General or President of such 
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Council the person who shall stand senior in such provisional appoint- 
ment as is thereinbefore mentioned, or in ease there shall be no such 
appointment then the senior civil servant of the said Company upon the 
spot shall be called to such Council etc., etc." The Honourable Mr. Stuart 
was present at Council on the 13111 May, and was summoned for Monday 
the 16th but being indisposed did not attend. Between the i6th and 31st 
several meetings of the Council were held at which Mr. Stuart, though 
duly summoned, was not present. And we should have passed a resolu- 
tion as a matter of course on the 31st May to call in the senior civil 
servant, according to the provision of the Act, if Mr. Stuart had not 
addressed a letter to our Secretary representing that however anxious he 
was to prevent the many inconveniences which must arise to some of the 
principal departments under Government from his being absent from 
Council longer than the time specified in the Act, yet he feared it would 
be impossible for him to attend at our meeting without risquing the 
danger of a relapse, but at the same lime thought himself sufficiently well 
to attend to the common currrent business, and hoped we would not 
deem it unreasonable in him to request that the meeting might be held 
at his house as had been the practice on similar occasions. 

30. This letter was circulated on its receipt, and the attendance of 
the Advocate Genera! required in Council on the following day at our 
meeting. The Governor General reported that Mr. Barlon, the senior 
civil servant and next to Mr. Stuart, had called upon him and informed 
him that he understood Mr. Stuart's illness would prevent him from 
attending Council, and that fourteen days having elapsed since he was 
last able to attend he (Mr. Barton) expected to be summoned to Council, 
agreeably to the provision of the 27th clause of the Act of Parliament. 

31. This being the first instance in which a difficulty had occurred, 
and wishing to abide not only by the spirit but the letter of the regula- 
tions of the late Act, the Governor General submitted to the Board 
whether in the present case we should not take the opinion of the Advo- 
cate General on the following question, viz., "whether a compliance with 
the request contained in Mr. Stuart’s letter can be considered as an 
infraction or evasion of the late Act of Parliament". 

32. This question was accordingly put to your Advocate General, 
but as he thought the matter referred to him too important for an hasty 
and unconsidered opinion, he requested a short time for deliberation, 
and promised to send to our Secretary the next morning his sentiments 
upon the subject; we therefore adjourned until the opinion of the 
Advocate General should be received. 

33. On the evening of the ist of June the Advocate General’s 
opinion was received, immediately circulated to all the members and 

returned with a minute from Mr. Stuart, declaring 
Consultation 2nd indisposition was by no means such as to pre- 

' vent his attending to public business. On the con- 

trary had the Board thought it improper to comply with his request for 



holding a council at his house he had determined and was prepared to 
meet us at the Council House. 


94 In the consultation noted in the margin the lettei fiom Mr. 

Barton, quoted at the commencement of this subject. 
Consultation 2nd recorded. This letter although dated the 31st May 
was only received on the 1st June and circulated on 

that day. 


June. 


9K. After considering Mr. Barton's address of the 31st May and after 
paying every attention to the letter from Mr. Stuart, of the same date, 
and his minute sent in circulation in consequence of the Advocate Gene- 
ral’s opinion on the question referred to him, we agreed to comply with 
Mr. Stuart’s request, and accordingly adjourned from the Council Room 
to hold a council at his house. 


36. Our inducements to this resolution were founded on the declara- 
tion of Mr. Stables, that he thought Mr. Stuart able to attend to public 
business, having sat with him that morning for above half an hour, and 
the certainty that he (Mr. Stuart) would make an effort to come to the 
Council House which might be attended with bad consequences by a 
relapse or return of his disorder. 


37. Such are the circumstances attending Mr. Barton’s claim. The 
novelty of the case and our anxious desire, while we complied with the 
requisition of the Statute, to pay due regard also to the respective appli- 
cations of the parties interested in the event created a necessity for our 
resorting to legal advice, which occasioned a short but unavoidable delay 
in our decision. 


38. We trust on a minute investigation of all the correspondence on 
this subject that our conduct in this discussion has been perfectly regular, 
and impartially just towards Mr. Barton, we submit it to your decision 
in full confidence that it will meet your approbation, for had we acted 
otherwise than we did we should have acted irregularly, as the first 
Council day on which Mr. Stuart was actually absent was Monday, the 
16th May; from^ that date and not from the day he attended in Council 
the period of his absence must surely be calculated. 

11 request of Mr, Barton we send you complete copies of 

all the papers and proceedings, upon this subject, numbers in the packet. 

Ari accompanying additional claims from Mr. Barton with the 

vocate General’s opinion thereon were received by Messieurs Stables 

Consultation i6th Stuart during a late indisposition of the Honour- 

Jaly. able the Governor General. They are recorded in 

in the narkot consultation noted in the margin, and go numbers 

tne packet for your information. . 

4 c It IS proper in this place to inform you that on Monday the 20th 
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June we met in this Department. From that period to tlie beginning of 
July the Governor General and the members of administration were so 
occupied with the important business of reform, the adjustment of new 
regulations and the other objects of the present dispatch that no regular 
meeting of Council, in this Department, was summoned till the 4th of 
July, on which day the Governor General was seized witli a violent fever 
that confined him to his bed till the 15th or lOth of the same month, 
but in the intermediate time, viz., on Sunday the 10th July the Governor 
General wrote a letter to Mr. Stables, requesting that he and Mr. Stuart 
would meet in Council and carry on the public business, which they 
accordingly did. The Governor General having recovered from this 
indisposition presided in Council on the 18th July. 

42. A memorial from Mr. James Grant, one of your senior merchants 
on this establisliment, goes a number in the packet. The sufferings of 
this gentleman, so strongly set forth in his memorial, compel us to recom- 
mend his ease to your particular consideration, that he may receive the 
reparation he solicits in being restored to that rank of which he has been 
deprived. 


43. Mr. William Atkinson having found the labors of his office as 
Deputy Commissary General too fatiguing for his 
^nsuliation and constitution and present state of health solicited and 
obtained our permission to retire upon the pension 
allotted to such of your covenanted servants as arc unemployed. 


44. Mr, Boddam has sent in a remonstrance against his removal to 
the Presidency of Bombay, notified in the 42nd paragraph of your General 
Letter of 9th December 1784, and requested our per- 
20U1 June. mission to continue him on this establishment until 

your further pleasure should be known. We have therefore allowed him 
to remain in Bengal till your final orders on this subject shall be 
received. 


45. We are sorry to acquaint you with the death of Mr. James 

Hunter, a Surgeon on this establishment. He has 
succeeded in his station at Dacca by Mr. James 
Stark, the Senior Surgeon, of a considerable number 
who applied for this appointment. 

46. It is with much concern we also report to you the decease of 
Doctor Koenig^ who died in the prosecution of his botanical researches 
at Samuelcotah on the coast of Coromandel. We apprehend his loss is 
much to be lamented as we have little doubt, if he had lived, that his 
researches would have been crowned with extensive and useful discoveries. 

47. The widow of Mr. Harrison, late a Surgeon on this establish- 
ment, having applied for the benefit of the Pension and produced proofs 

20th June qualification and title has been admitted there- 

to, and this allowance will be paid to 'her monthly 
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by the Military Paymaster General as she is a native of this country and, 
we understand, intends to remain here. 

a8 The loss of our dispatches, by the Hinchinbroohe, will have 
retarded your receipt of severah memorials from the assistant surgeons 

who were dismissed in conformity to your orders ot 
Consultation 2ist March 1784. Duplicates are conveyed by this 

packet. We beg leave to call your attention to the 
paragraphs of our letter of 33rd March 1785 respecting them, and to assure 
you, in addition thereto, that we feel ourselves exceedingly interested in 
their behalf from the earnest solicitations that we have received from all 
ranks of officers of the different detachments they served in, and the 
extreme distress to which your orders have reduced them. 

49. In consequence of several representations from your Chief Engi- 
neer of the decayed and dangerous state of the draw-bridges before the 

St. Georges Royal, and water gateways in the new Fort 
authorized him to make the necessary repairs to 
them, previously receiving his estimate of the expence 
which would be incurred, and strictly enjoining him not to exceed it. 
This mode we have thought proper to adopt as a general rule whenever 
temporary works are required, and are convinced of the advantage it will 
be of in confining charges of a contingent nature to specific sums, and 
all within our knowledge prior to their commencement. You have 
already been, informed of the disposal of a great quantity of the stores 
which had been deposited in Fort William during the war, excepting the 
grain in the new golahs. This article we thought proper to reserve 
till lately for the purpose of completing the experiment that was proposed 
as the principal reason for its being laid up; and we are now happy to 
acquaint you that when the golahs were opened the grain deposited in 
them appeared in perfect condition and sold well. A small quantity is 
still kept for further trial, though we can have no doubt that rice may 
be preserved many years when the air is not suffered to get to it. 

The general reduction which we have made in the emoluments 
o all ranks of your servants, as will appear by our proceedings in the 

Consultation latii Department of Inspection, rendered it ' neces- 

February. sary to adopt some mode of lessening the high 

ment Th. k . necessary of life in this settle- 

faciliiatint this end we conceived to be by 

in- !)r imnw the various articles of consumption, in open- 

that obier^ .^^^tiues to this extensive and increasing city. With 

of the Baraset^RoTd^^^ThT already authorized the rupees [repairs?] 
real and permanent considered trifling when the 

already experienced them^in opposite scale.- We have 

increase. some degree, and doubt not of their daily 

Captain RtnkS^^tettrrofthet margin will point out to you 
report of the final completion of the new road from 

•io 
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Chunar Ghur to Calcutta. Though the general 
Consultations isth accounts and our belief of the advantages attending 
llay”^ ihts road are strongly impressed on our minds, we 

did not consider ourselves sufficiently entitled to recom* 
mend the constructor to your Honourable Court, in order to obtain the 
compensation, for his trouble and exertions, which this Government had 
promised to allow him, untill experiments had been made both in respect 
to the speedy conveyance of letters and the easy march of your troops. 
We have now however the pleasure to acquaint you that the trial of some 
months lias fully evinced its utility. The dawks pass with greater rapidity 
throughout the provinces, at a reduced rate, and your troops effect their 
marches with facility and without any impediment, as will appear by 
numbers of this packet. 


53. Under these circumstances we think it but justice due to Captain 
Ranken to recommend his claim to your favourable consideration, and 
to express our hopes that it will be admitted. We have positively directed 
that the annual expence of repairs shall not exceed the amount allowed 
in your letter, under date 12th July 1782, viz., 16,000 rupees or 40 rupees 
per mille. 


54. Since the close of our dispatches by the Hinchinbrooke the follow- 
ing gentlemen, belonging to your military establishment, have obtained 
our permission to retire either wholly or for a certain time from your 
service, as specified against their respective names, the prescribed oath 
having been previously taken. 

For three years upon full pay (but no allowances) to be 
received in Bengal 


Consultations 

4th April. 

Lieutenant Firework[er] George Bie 

nth do. 

Lieutenant Hiram Cox 

30 th June. 

Captain Lieutenant Sampson 
Without pay or allowances 

S5th April. 

Lieutenant Baillie 

27th May. 

Lieutenant Harvey 

20th June. 

Lieutenant Vernon 


55. Your orders respecting the character and conduct of all your 
servants who may return to Europe we have confornied to (as precisely 
as the nature of the cases would admit of) in all our former dispatches. 
In the civil line, which is under our immediate inspection, we are always 
able to acquaint you of the merits or demerits of your servants, but as 
individuals in the military axe spread over all parts of the country, and 
instances very often occur of officers not appearing at the Presidency 
during the residence of the members of your Government we are in this 
line compelled generally to refer you to the letters from your Commander 
in Chief (through whom all milit^ addresses are received) for his opinion 
and recommendation, unless particular instances appear from long services. 
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Xrtador'^ ” ‘’“‘‘"Suished merits witl.i,, ,hc scope ot o„r own 


56. The pointed interference of Maior CrixT'.! .... i 
knowledge o£ the hardships, length of service and real merits orwrio" 

Consultation 4th impelled us, in a late instance, to deviate from 

April. he stnet letter of your orders in promoting him thei 

lieutenant colonel, a 

upon him, as a reservation of anv inrTe >"^^V inclined to confer 

account was positively made until re-ul ir allowance on that 

within the established number. Our r . bring him 

will more particularly exolain rhl- 1 , nio'*- noted in the margin, 
the propriat%f con&i^P',^" ^ ''■‘t hope satisfy yotf oi 

° f't'O' “> so al,lc ttnd deserving an officer. 

addressed to us“byTnumber^of'liem“‘^ attentive consideration a letter 
were appointed cadets in the year I,,, ”^1?" “‘''.“'“'^'ishment, wlto 
length of service who have lot verohminn? ^bat 

conceived ourselves restricted hv of captain. We 

prayer of their address even rhn ^-om complying with the 

h^O T • 


who wer, 

reinstatement to entrance of the river solicited^'^"^^ 'c **‘'P t*' 
to enable ,h service, until some fntnre ‘ ^ * obtained theit 

humanity whl* *'™selves of our former‘'^°d T''^' °'f‘tr 

y which we are confident you wi^aX" t.n act of 

manHeU i ““sequence of an addre„ ' . 


KQ Trr ''"nl approve ‘ 

K^ng'rtrpsrU" h^trTr^t^^^ who c, 

“P“senti„g the» t° - 


“P“-nt‘in 7 theU° 

'Jnsvltatioa ,5* *7 were reduced by ^thrinsf "hit 

and being convinced^ thi 7 . ft" ■ P“P<=« 

them pay and allowances t" re '"S'' '>'““te 

th “ L^i". =><^nritt47:7™:::““. ^om t. 


April. 


; : allowances to we direct, 

been advanced for thp admitting thp from tl 

■^u applies j.' _ ^be passage as a loss fn ^ months that hn 

sentation fro„ P“ooedings noted in th, . 


®“- In our nrn T “j“t. brougl 

sentation from .? ““'•'“gs noted in the m, ■ 

^PPrehen? d^erSf^ (*•><> iSd bee„Cd'" “ “Pr' 

Maxwell, of the HiWh^ ““plaining of . the dh- ''°wn the rivt 

on b 4 f delivL up s4‘e °t Capt 

Maxwell’s misfortuneTh fh "''sh to add t 7 h " hod 

Upon rKin . . ^ues bv thp to the „r ^ 


f "5 ‘4"r„T «“ s. s Sr. 

tne same conduct so oft 
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that we arc convinced of the necessity of your laying some heavy fine 
upon such commanders of your ships as may be delected in receiving any 
of the Company’s soldiers who desert to them, or who may be decoyed 
from your service, and of your issuing the most positive prohibitory 
orders on this subject, to impress them with the firmest conviction that 
not only die secreting of deserters from your settlements but even the 
connivance at their escape will subject them to the severest penalties. 
We need not point out to you the very heavy expence to which you arc 
subjected in recruiting your European strcngdi in this country, the conse- 
quent value of every individual soldier to your service and the loss which 
you sustain by desertions such as those wc have described. 

61. We are sorry to inform you that Ensign William Gwynne 

Vaughan has been dismissed your service by the regular 
Consultation aisi $entcncc of a court martial, which has met with our 
^ ' approbation. 

62. Mr. Thomas ^fartin. Judge Advocate General, having furnished 

us with complete copies and indices of all the court 
martial proceedings for the years 1780, 1781, 1782 
and 1783 we fonvard them in the book packet by 

this dispatch. 

The state of treasuries this day is as follows, viz.. 

Ready money 

General Treasury ... ... 73.713 6 4 

Khalsah ... ... 41,103 13 1 

1,14,817 3 5 

Bills receivable 

General Treasury 

Sicca rupees 10,05.199 14 o 11,66,031 13 11 

Khalsah do. 84,179 18 i 97,648 2 3 

12,63,680 o 2 

Mint 

Khalsah 

Sicca rupees 7.190 5 o 8,340 12 3 

Unsorted treasure 
Khalsah 

from Burdwan 4,086 i o 
Valued at 10 per cent better than 

current rupees 4.494 10 9 

Balance account deposits ... 9,12,531 14 10 

Do. Accountant General to the 

Mayor's Court ... 1,16,918 3 3 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has ceased 
by public advertisement ... 45.117 o 8 

New bonded debt at 8 per cent ... 1,57,28,83611 2 
4 per cent remittance loan ... 8,56,840 o o 

1,76,60,243 13 11 

Fort William, Wg jjgyg jjjg hpnor to be etc. 

the 1st of August 1785. 
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Macartneys silence regarding the Court’s letter of loth March 1785. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East I d . 


Honourable Sirs, 

[1] We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 10th March, via Bussorah. 

[2] On the 1st instant a copy of your letter to Fort St. George, unt^r 
the same date, arrived here, was read in Council and the Honourable the 
Governor General immediately communicated its contents to the Right 
Honourable Lord Macartney. 

[3] On the 3rd instant the letter to this Government being arrived 
was read at the Board, and on that day our Secretary communicated an 
authenticated copy thereof to Lord Macartney. 

[4] His Lordship remained silent on the subject until the 13th 
instant when he transmitted to us, from the Swallow at Kedgeree, the 
letter of which the enclosed is a copy. This letter is recorded on the day 
of its receipt, viz,, the 19th instant. 

[5] We shall take an early opportunity of transmitting to you our 
observation on this event the present dispatch not being likely to arrive 
in England so soon as a sea conveyance. 

Fort William, We have the honor to be etc. 

the 24th August 1785. 
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^ A copy of Captain Forrest’s charts and surveys to be sent to the Court 

and members of the Board of Trade to be 
rprl f commission on the produce of the sales in England 

observations on Lord Macartney’s 
famh^Z Madras for payment of the money donated during 

from Presidency~the Directors requested to obtain a security 

the prosecution which may be commenced against 

conduct Indian Courts by their bond creditors— Mr. Bateman’s 

to return to Enrnh~r^^^7 making a provision for servants wishing 
o Europe for a limited period on account of ill-health— the 
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Surgeon General’s complaint against irregular supply of medichies and 
surgical instruments — gentlemen of family not to be recruited as cadets — 
Kin^s warrant to the Company's Commander in Chief for holding courts 
martial in the East Indies — leave to supernumerary officers to be granted 
without the oath of qualification — cantonments at Barrackpur enlarged — 
Government's co)»tri6utio» to the Orphan Fund — copies of Captain 
Kirkpatrick’s Hindustani Grammar and Dictionary purchased. 

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT 


T O the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

i. The last letters which we had the honor to write from this Depart- 
ment were under date the 1st and 24th of August, the former we dispatched 
per Swallow, the latter via Bussorah, duplicates whereof we beg leave to 
enclose. 


2. In these letters we acknoivledge the receipt of your commands of 
the gth and loth December 1784 and 10th March 1785. We have since 
received your advices of the 27th January and nth April. 

3. We were exceedingly concerned to find that some of the principal 
papers respecting the military accounts, intended to have been trans- 
mitted to your Honourable Court by the Swalloiu, 

prepared at the close of that ship's dispatches; 
® ' we therefore ordered that the Fox should be got 

ready, with all possible expedition, to convey these papers with duplicates 
of the Swallow’s dispatches, but receiving a report that the Fox required 
great repairs, which would create a considerable 
Consultation 31SI delay and thereby frustrate our intention, we resolved 

August. ' , , y . t , fi- r 

to employ on this service the Intelligence, one 01 your 
vessel of this establishment, which had been victualled and was ready 
for sea. 


4. Mr. Clifton, Chief Mate of the Fox, being strongly recommended 

to us as a person whose abilities are well known to 
Septanb^CT^*°" Honourable Court we appointed him to the 

command of the Intelligence, vacant by the death of 
Captain Pennington. 

5. Wishing to give you the earliest information upon the subject of 
your commands, just received, we postponed the dispatch of the Intelli- 
gence on purpose to acquaint you, by her, not only of our determination 
to carry your orders into immediate execution but to inform you of our 
progress in performing so important a part of our duty, the particulars 
of which, together with a reply to your Separate Letter of the nth of 
April, will be transmitted to you from the Secret Department. 
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6. We have the pleasure to intom. you that all your Bengal ships 

are safe arrived, viz.. 

The Francis on the 


Rodney 
King George 
Dutton 
Montague . 
Deptford 


Qtli do. 
iQtli do. 

«7tli September 
3rd October 
.].th do. and the 


Dublui at Madras 011 the ^oth ultimo. 

7 The Winterton, Captain Snow, having imported at Madras at a 
time^which was thought too late, by that Presidency, to proceed on hei 
destination this season was dispatched for Bengal, and arrived hcic on 
the 10th ultimo. 


8. We mean to dispatch these ships in the following order: 

The Francis and Rod7iey on the 21st November 

King George and Dutton on the loth December 

Montague and Deptford on the 10th January and the 

Dublin within the period fixed by chatterparty, viz., lotii Match. 


9. The President and Council at Fort St. George applied to us to 
order Captain Urmston in the Francis to touch there home-ward bound 
for the purpose of taking in such bales as they might receive from the 
north-ward, and to convey their dispatches to you; in this measure we 
readily acquiesced, and accordingly fixed on the day stipulated by charter- 
party to dispatch her, hoping in the mean time to ascertain the quantity 

of tonnage to be kept vacant. In a subsequent letter 
Sep°emt«r^'°” President and Council of Fort St. George, 

which we received on the goth August, they request 
that Captain Urmston may be sent away in time to arrive there by the 
first of October; we accordingly desired the Board of Trade to load the 
ship as expeditiously as possible and directed Captain Urmston to prepare 
for sea. The respective answers to these orders will point out to you the 
cause of their not being carried into execution, we do not regret that it 
has so happened, as the Francis will escape all the dangers of the breaking 
up of the monsoon to which she must have been exposed, and the delay 
m your receipt of advices from that Presidency will be obviated by our 
ordering the Intelligence to call there. 

10. In the consultation noted in the margin you will observe the 
leport of Captain Thomas ForresU of his last voyage. We shall transmit 

Consultation sjath charts and surveys as soon as they are 

August. prepared, and now have the pleasure to forward a 

list of maps, charts and surveys in the possession of 

vm, „ 5 ’’” "'T} Honourable Court may point out such as 

you are desirous o£ having sent to Europe. 


11 . 


Previous to the receipt of your orders of nth April accompany- 
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ing His Majesty's disallowance o£ the Bye Law, which had passed here for 
tlie registering of native seamen and lascars, we had, 
consequence of many inconveniences attending it, 
recommended its repeal to the Supreme Court of 
Judicature, and we are happy to inform you that their acquiescence in the 
measure had anticipated His Majesty's commands. 

12. Our letter of the isi of August apprized you that we had appro- 
priated the sum of 25 lacs of current rupees as an increase to the invest- 
ment of the season 1784/5, and that an order for this sum was accordingly- 
issued on our treasury, since that period we have received a representation 
from the President and members of the Board of Trade urging the 
necessity of a further increase, as the produce of that sum, even admitting 
the deliveries of goods to be punctually forthcoming from the contractors; 
could not be wholly depended upon before the 30th April. 

13. Taking this matter into our most serious consideration and ever 

desirous of extending your investment as much as our means can afford, 
as well to effect the early departure of your ships as to encrease the 
Honourable Company’s resources in England, wc come to the resolution 
of adding eight lacs more to our supplies, making the encreased amount 
allotted for the investment 10 be thirty three lacs of current rupees. By 
this measure we trust wc shall be enabled to occupy all your Bengal 

tonnage this year, and that you will receive a reasonable increase to your 

remittance from India. 

14. In our letter of the i5ih July 1782, in which we communicated 
the substance of our plan for the provision of the subscription investment 

of 1782/3, we acquainted you in the following terms, 
MConsuliation loth ‘q^at in order to secure to the Board of Trade a fair 
^ and honorable reward for their faithful and undeviat- 

ing services, in the execution of the branch of duty assigned them, we 
had stipulated, as far as it was in our power to do, agreeably to an article 
of that effect in the plan that the President and members resident in 

Calcutta during the provision of that investment should, with your 

approbation, be allowed a commission of 5 per cent on the produce of 
the sales in England after the manner in which you gratify your supra- 
cargoes at Canton, to be divided in the proportions of their respective 
salaries.” And accordingly in full confidence of obtaining your acquies- 
cence in a promise which appeared to us so equitable a recompence for 
the steady and devoted attention of your senior servants to the interest 
of the Company, we earnestly requested you would approve of our inten- 
tion and allow the commission to them, paying the amount of it to their 
respective agents in England in the proportions before mentioned, 

15. Under date the 14th October 1783 the Board of Trade also 
addressed you, prefering a request to be allowed the same commission 
upon the amount of the succeeding investment of 1783/4. 


16. Your pleasure in consequence having hitherto arrived, at the 
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instance of the Board of Trade, and from the sense we entertain of their 
exertions and diligence, which have been manifested m tlie success of 
your mvastmeut under the unusual difficulties with wluch the provmon 
of it has been lately attended, we beg leave to submit to yoti^ 
inendation for your compliance with these requests as fai as the Compai > 
affairs will admit of, and we solicit the communication of your pleasuie 
thereon by the earliest opportunity after your receipt of this address. 


17, The situation of your senior servants, composing the Board of 
Trade, in relation to the inadequacy of their allowances to support the 
necessary expences attending their residence at the Fresidency is deserving 
your most particular attention, and we beg leave to recommend it,^ as^ we 
now do, to you, and to call to recollection that it was not on a principle 
of favor to the Board of Trade but with a clear view of the ultimate 
interest of the Company that we resolved on these recommendations, we 
again assure you that we iire confident these or similar allowances will 
encourage the members of the Board of Trade to attend to the provision 
of your investment unencumbered with other objects and essentially for 
your interests. 


18. Having informed you in our letter of the e^th August, via 
Bussorah, that we should take an early opportunity of transmitting our 
observations upon the contents of a letter we received, in duplicate, from 
the Right Honourable Lord Macartney on his departure from this place, 
we now forward His Lordship’s original letter, and beg your attention to 
the following resolutions which, after the most mature deliberation, we 

came to on the 9th September, .viz., “the Board taking 
September?^^*^ consideration the letter which the Right 

Honourable Lord Macartney has been pleased to 
address to them, from on board the Swallow packet, on the 13th of August 
m reply to their official communication to His Lordship, on the 3rd of 
August, of the letter which they had received from the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, dated the 10th March 1785, have come to the follow- 
ing resolutions. 


1st That the declaration in His Lordship’s letter in the following 
words 1 have many reasons which I Hatter myself will be satisfactory to 
Directors why I wish at present to decline taking upon me 
/contains an avoidance and rejection for the present 
nf the succession to the Government General 

Lordship considered himself nominated and 
ppomted by the letter from the Court of Directors of the loth March 

so tocannof ^^^e not been informed by Lord Macartney 

quitting India .brm Lordship’s reasons for 

better fhan^tLv stronger, as he declares them to be in his 

arrival of th J tn the middle of June last, long before the 

hXPhe T'. loth .karc^, and long 

airival o£ Lieutenant General Sloper in Bengal, he expressed 
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his sentiments to Mr. Macpherson and Mr, Stables and informed tlicin 
that even in case an appointment of him to the Government General 
should be sent out and be received here before his departure (an event 
however notwithstanding the public rumour) which he thought very 
improbable, considering the recent orders from home to the Govemnient 
of Fort St. George, it was his intention not to remain in India. 

3rd That, from whatever circumstances, His Lordship’s original 
reasons for quitting India had acquired on the late occasion a greater 
force or inlluence on his conduct, still as those circumstances were not 
explained by His Lordship to the Board it only remained with them to 
follow the line which they have observed. 

4th That after the Board had, without loss of time and ofEcialiy, 
communicated to His Lordsliip the Company's letter of the 10th of March, 
and after the private knowledge which they had of His Lordship's inten- 
tions to quit India, the most respectful conduct which the Board could 
observe towards His Lordship was to \vait silently for his final determi- 
nation after he had maturely considered the letter from the Court of 
Directors of the 10th of March, nor do the Board imagine that their 
Honourable employers would approve of any unnecessary discussion of 
the letter of the loth of March in Council”. 

19. It is proper to inform you, in this place, that Mr. Stables gave 
it as his opinion that there was no occasion for coming to any resolutions 
upon the subject of Lord Macartney’s letter, 

30 . The Ministers and Church Wardens at Fort St. George have 
repeatedly applied to us for payment of the sura of 50,000 sicca rupees, 
which we subscribed during the height of the war for 
[...] August. tjie maintenance and support of the distressed inhabi- 

[...] October 1782. tants of that Residency, laboring under the dreadful 
calamity of famine. When the circumstances of the 
wretched situation of these people were first made known to us and repre- 
sented in a light requiring instant attention we felt the necessity of 
contributing as much as possible to their relief, and as an encouragement 
to individuals to subscribe the sum abovementioned was put down in the 
Company's name; but private contributions to so laudable a- purpose 
shortly exceeded our expectations, these being remitted, as proper oppor- 
tunities offered, by our Secretary in the manner desired by the Minister and 
Church Wardens, seemed to render any further aid on our part unneces- 
sary, besides the free tonnage which we gave for 500 bags of rice in each 
of your ships sent there, and our funds were so exhausted and our 
exigencies for the public service so great that we had it not in our power, 
at that time, to make such an extra disbursement for what appeared only 
a secondary object. The distress of the poor at 
igih April 1784. Madras afterwards subsiding it was not till the 34th 

7th October 1782. February 1784 that the Minister and Church Wardens 
addressed us, requesting that the subscription on the 
part of the Company should be paid. Such a payment not appearing there 
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so immediately pressing as tlie fa.n[mcj no 

for future consideration. 1 he Ministti aiiu unuicn 

[...] October 1784. Yym;(4ens however having again urged the luattei, and 
made a further application for payiiiciit in small bonds we resolved to 
submit it to your decision, and accordingly acquainted them that \sc 
[...] September should refer the whole to your consideration which 
. }...] October 1782. and beg to be honored with your instruc- 

1 1 o«ober\784. tions thereon. The consultations noted in the inaigin 
contain everything that has passed on this subject. 


21. You have been already advised of the extent of our supplies to 
the other Presidencies for this year; these we trust you will deem most 
ample when you take into consideration the situation of our resources 
and the accumulated debt of this Government. Our remittances to Fort 
St. George have not yet been so extensive as we could wish, as the period 
for our heavy collection is not arrived, but exclusive of having accepted 
bills to the amount of 3,54,431-11*8 we have lately remitted in specie, the 
sum of current rupees 2,00,000, by His Majesty's sloop Cygnet, under the 
command of Captain Taylor who was ordered here by Commodore 
Hughes, at our instance, for the express purpose of conveying treasure to 
Fort St. George. 

23. By the 14th paragraph of our letter of the 1st August you will 
perceive that we had anticipated the orders contained in the 58th para- 
graph of your General Letter of the nth April 1785, respecting supplies 
for your China investment. We now beg leave to acquaint you that we 
have applied to Commodore Hughes to return Flis Majesty's sloop 
Cygnet from Fort St, George for the purpose' of conveying to your super- 
cargoes, in specie, such part of the allotted supply for this year as our 
immediate exigencies will admit. The state of our treasury and the 
scarcity of money in circulation prevent the appropriation of a large 
amount, but we have no doubt that even a small sum will prove a season- 
able relief by keeping up the tionourable Company’s credit, and by 
impressing the most favorable ideas on the minds of the merchants, who 
placing the present effort (at this advanced season) in a proper light will 
readily give way to the expectation of larger and more regular supplies 

in consequence of the general peace and tranquil state of your possessions 
all over India. ^ r 


is coSsmeVm'^vnl importation of specie at Canton that 

must rh^r.f ^ u ts magnified by the native merchants and 

must therefore produce a powerful effect in favor of your credit wUrthem 

MarltoroughTeVall taLTheT di^P^tches to Fort 

your commands of the “PP”‘“miy »£ carrying into execution 

already accepted bills dryiw v, settlement, we have 

last, Jth“2 ent ot Lfnl v.Vf', Both April 

ne extent of Spanish dollars 1,14,889 or current rupees 8.48,864-^, 


35. 


The President and Council of Bombay have already receivi 



5^8 


LETTER TO COURT 


for drafts, which they have drawn upon us Current rupees ... 7,00,000 

And we have remitted to them ... ... ... 1,23,000 


Making in all current rupees ... 8,23,000 


26. These supplies, the arrears due to your army, the advances to 
the Board of Trade for your investment and the number of drafts from 
Fort St. George, which yet remain undischarged although incurred during 
the war, will we fear be greater than our resources can answer, notwith- 
standing the extensive savings in your establishment which we had 
effected previous to the receipt of those ordered by your Honourable 
Court in your letter of the nth April. 

27. With regard to the Company’s bond debt we beg leave to 
observe, in reply to paragraphs 8oih, 81st and 82nd of the General Letter 
of the nth April, that a proposition had previously been suggested by the 
Governor General, approved by the Board and recommended to your 
consideration and adoption from the Secret Department under date the 
29111 April. 

28. It is proper we should here inform you that all the supplies 
which this Government can possibly afford for the relief of Bombay are 
granted to that Presidency, but the application of them is left to their 
Government. We believe the system at that Presidency has been, from 
their necessities, to grant new bonds annually including the interest of 
the year to the bond holders. The transfer of a debt accumulated in that 
manner to this Presidency would, we are persuaded, prejudice the Com- 
pany’s credit in these provinces without affording any essential relief to 
the bond holders of Bombay. We understand that the most pressing 
demands of the Bombay Presidency, at present, are for the liquidation of 
their military arrears, a subject which requires and which will have the 
first attention of this Government. 

29. From some circumstances lately agitated in this country we 
think it necessary to recommend it to you to apply to Parliament for a 
security against any prosecutions which may be commenced against the 
Company, in the courts of law here, by their bond creditors or bill- 
holders. For though we place every confidence in the good disposition 
and wisdom of the present judges of the Supreme Court of Justice, and 
though we possess the means of proceeding with just severity against any 
individual who might attempt to prosecute the Company for debts which 
could not be discharged but in a general and equal proportion, yet upon 
the same principles that the Company found it necessary at home to secure 
their credit against bills drawn from this country unauthorized by them, 
or against demands for the payment of the Company’s bonded debts from 
India, we earnestly recommend it to you to obtain legal restrictions, to 
a certain degree, against a process or decree in the Courts of Justice in 
India in favor of bond or bill creditors who might attempt to obtain 
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nnrtt'il oavment of their debt at law, and at times when the Company’s 
tteasury^eJnnot discharge the arrears due to their bond and bill creditors. 

ao You will readily conceive the nature and extent of the evil to 
be provided against, and may easily inform yourselves of the remedy to 
prevent it without any unnecessary violation or obstruction to the due 
course of private or public justice. 

31. Your disapprobation of our having allowed the servants of the 
Company appointed to reversionary stations in the Board of 1 rade to 
draw the salaries they would be entitled to were they members of that 
Board in being nominally applied to Mr. Nathaniel Bateman has laised 
this gentleman’s apprehensions that your minds may still retain an 
impression unfavorable to him from the transaction for which, in your 
displeasure, you issued your commands concerning him of the 
January 1785. 


32. Under these circumstances we are induced, from the favorable 
opinion we have of Mr, Bateman, to afford him our good officers [offices] 
with your Honourable Court towards removing this impression, and in 
this view beg leave to mention the following circumstances in his case 
as deserving your consideration. 


33. The suspension of this gentleman (being at tlie time a member 
of the Board of Trade) took place in 1778 upon the grounds of an 
offence in 1772, from which time until the year 1778 Mr. Bateman filled 
two stations of responsibility in your service, the Revenue Chiefship of 
Chittagong and Commercial Chiefship of Luckipore, and acquitted 
himself in both to the satisfaction of his superiors. His attention to 
your investment in the latter station, which he held at the time of the 
arrival of your orders for his suspension, is described in the address to 
your Honourable Court from the Board of Trade, per Osterly, of the 
28th November 1778 with much commendation. 


34. And we. beg leave to add that the records of the Board of 
Trade point out to you the conduct of Mr. Bateman, since his re-ad- 
mission to that^ Board, as unifomly proper and meritorious and 
consistent with his duty as a Company’s servant. 


35' therefore hope that his suspension from your service, and 
su enngs in consequence, may be considered as a sufficient atonement 
tor such part of his conduct as may have been reprehensible, and bea; 
leave to unite our solicitation with the instances of the Board of Trade 
rlT to remove the bar to his holding a Chiefship, 

confidence and favor which on similar 
occasions you are accustomed to extend to the gentlemen of your service. 

per SwalllZ P^jagraph of our letter under date the ist ultimo, 

per Mlow, we informed you that Mr. Boddam had sent in a remonstrance 
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against his removal from Bengal to Bombay, he has 
Consultations again addressed us on this subject. And we have 

iith mlv received a letter from the Honourable the President 

15th September. and Council of Bombay respecting it. These letters 
are recorded in ilic consultations noted in the margin, 
and we have admitted both Mr. Wilkinson and Mr. Boddam upon this 
establishment, until your pleasure rcgartling them shall be known. 

37. Messrs. John Stonchousc and R. T. Ives, of your civil servants, 
obtained our permission to proceed to sea for the rc>cstablishment of 

their health, and for that purpose proceeded to 
Consultations .toih Bombay and the Cape of Good Hope; as they did 
tc^^^r recover their liealth at either of these places they 

requested our leave to go to England upon the 
allowance granted by our resolutions of the 27th January 1785. As 
certificates of the actual necessity of such steps were before us we readily 
acquiesced in their wishes. 

38. Mr. John Neave has also obtained our leave of absence for 
Consultation gth three years, agreeably to the resolutions above quoted, 

September. and embarks for England on the Intelligence. 

39. The Board of Trade having allowed Mr. Henry Taylor, under 
their Department, to proceed to sea, upon the Cygnet sloop of war, for 
the recovery of his health applied to us to grant him our perm^sion 
in case he should not find the benefit he expected on this side [of] the 
Cape of Good Hope, and should be under the necessity of trying his 
native air, to proceed to England on leave of absence for three years, 
with the half pay annexed to his rank, payable here according to our 
late regulations. We agreed to grant him this idulgencc, and shall duly 
notify to you his resignation for that purpose if he should be reduced 
to such necessity. 

40. Considering the great distress and embarrassments of your 
finances at home and abroad you will probably, at first sight, 
disapprove of the provision which, on the 27th January, we resolved to 
make for those servants who, from ill health or other circumstances, 
wished to return for a time to Europe, but if you will please to consider 
that one of the great sources of the extraordinary expence of this Gov- 
ernment has arisen from the number of supernumerary servants of high 
rank, who neither can be employed or provided for according [to] their 
pretensions in this country, you will soon discover that the departure 
of every servant in such a predicament is a relief to this Government, 
and that the allowance granted to them, and which serves as an induce- 
ment for their return to Europe, is granted upon the true principles of 
public economy. 

41. Formerly when your servants rose to the ranks of junior and 
senior merchants, and when your civil establishment did not exceed 
100 or 120 and comparatively but few of them of high rank, offices 
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suited to the pretensions o£ all your servants could 

at present your civil establishment consists of 260, of \vhom 150 ‘t^c 

senior and junior merchants and sixty factors. 

42 . This establishment does not alford employmeiu and Proper 
situations to so great a number, yet you will please to remembei tha 
the resolution against sending out more junior servants cannot for a 
considerable time, relieve your establishment in the higher departments 
of supernumerary servants, whose expectations of a proper provision must 
certainly rise with the period of their service, while the regulations ate v 
establishesd by law, and the refonns and reductions rendered absolutely 
necessary from the Company’s distress frustrate their expectations, iiians 
of your servants standing in this predicament must naturally wish to 
visit their native country, and the pension allowed them during their 
absence is but a small sum and much more easily defrayed than the 
expences which would arise from their staying in this country, and whicli 
would in the end fall in some shape or other upon these provinces. 

43. We have permitted Sir John Day, your Advocate General, to 
return to Europe for the re-establishment of his health and for the adjust- 
ment of his private concerns, his application included a request to be 

allowed the whole or part of his salary while absent. 
September^*^” This we did not deem ourselves authorized to grant 

as the duties of Advocate General must be executed 
by your senior law officer on this establishment, who is certainly entitled 
to the rewards appertaining to that station. We understand Sir John 
Day means to take his passage for England on a Danish ship. 

44. In addition to our former recommendations of Sir John Day we 
beg leave here to subjoin our sense of his merits and services, and 
our full approbation of his conduct upon all occasions on which his zeal 
and abilities could be exerted in favor of the Company’s interests. 

W 4^ 52nd clause of the late Act of Parliament our 
Q tw dispersed through these provinces, were called down 

statute purpose of taking the oath prescribed by that 

hereb; Z you *at the expence incurred 

paSlarlv a I" ‘his place we 

Mths of the attornies bills for the expence of taking the 

the^ bills'^het''^^ collectors before the Judges of the Supreme Court • 

Hire, we understonTin'l Chancery, whose signa- 

nature. We forward copies 3 tZbiul fo'’^ of this 

you to obtain advice 3n th. y™"^ inspection and to enable 

exorbitancy of the demand re in opinion with us that the 

y tie demand requires investigation and future control. 

tionDepMtaem^bdM furn^S^'^-^ SeCTetary in the late Inspec- 

of 9th December lySa^resnectti Ah 27th paragraph of your letter 

m that Department to Yow hLo' of the proceedings 

nt to Your Honourable Court since the year ,780 has 
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addressed a letter to us, copy of which is forwarded a nuftiber in this 
packet. And we beg leave to inform you that the proceedings alluded to 
arc now in some forwardness under the inanagcjncni of iljc Secretary to 
the late Committee of Accounts, and shall be transmitted by one of your 
ships of this season. 

47. The boxes of paper for certificates and bills of exchange, whiclt 
are so particularly noticed in your Secretary's letter of 271!! January 1785, 

arc delivered on their arrival to our Agent for Station- 
(^nsuhaiion 30111 injunctions have been notified to him 

and to our .Sub Accoumant, the officer [tvho] prepares 
the bills. \Ve doubt not but your precautions will have the desired effect, 
and hope that you will approve of our having authorized the certificates 
etc., to be printed on this paper, which will make it unnecessary for it to 
pass through many hands, and guard against accidents in copying. 

48. Mr. George Gardner having applied to us for a new set of bills 
in exchange for a set granted him on the 18th November 1783 in favor 

of Mr, Robert Brocklcsly, whicli he represents have 
Scptcmbc^^'°” refused acceptance as a syllabic had been omitted 

in his name, we have agreed to comply with his 
request, on security being given that payment of the second set shall not 
be demanded, in case, upon a reconsideration of the circumstance, you 
may have accepted the original bills; we have therefore directed the error 
for which they are exchanged to be specified in the bills, as will appear 
on their presentation. 

49. The Sub Treasurer having applied for our sanction to gram 
Mr. Moubray a duplicate certificate for current rupees 2550, the original 
being lost, we have allowed this to be done on Mr. Moubray’s giving 
security to indemnify the Honourable Company should the original make 
its appearance. 

50. Our Surgeon General having furnished us with a report of the 
casualties in the list of surgeons on this establishment, since the admission 

of the twenty two assistant surgeons, whom your 
Aif Honourable Court had been pleased to nominate to 

fill up the vacancies occasioned by the removal of the 
assistant surgeons admitted here during the war, we found the list of 
casualties so great as to leave us an opening to adopt some measure for 
the relief of the removed assistant surgeons in the spirit of your orders, 
contained in the 12th paragraph of your letter of 16th March 1784. 

51. When you consider the very distressing predicament to which 
these gentlemen were reduced, the patience with which they submitted 
to your orders though many of them had served faithfully and ably with 
your armies in the Carnatic and in the west of India, that they relin- 
quished former views in life for the purpose of entering into your employ, 
to which they were appointed by us at a time when your establishment of 
surgeons was so small and the urgency of your service so great as to 
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reauire even more than were appointed, and that your own orders gave 
them general leave to remain in India and to be taken back into the 
service^ as vacancies arose, we are convinced you will approve o£ the 
measure which we have adopted. 


r2 We have received a letter from the Surgeon General stating the 
inconvenience to which he is subject from your not complying with his 

indents for medicines and chirurgical instruments 
Surgeons the fullest extent; the impossibility of return- 

30th August. latter to be repaired in Europe is clearly 

stated. And as the welfare of the settlement at large is interested in this 
point^we hope that our recommendation of particular attention to the 
regular and ample supplies of these articles will meet with your, favorable 
notice. 


53. Our proceedings noted in the margin will have apprized you of 
our having allowed Captain Peter Murray who had long officiated as 

Adjutant General, under General Stibbert, to draw’ the 
3ist June 1784. allowances attached to that office by Sir Eyre Coote's 
regulations in 1779, and to continue to execute the duties appertaining to 
it. But we avoided confirming this appointment until the arrival of a 
new Commander in Chief of India, who might think the office of Adjutant 
General, upon this establishment, particularly connected with his 
command. 


54. Soon after the arrival of Lieutenant General Sloper Major Gene- 
ral Stibbert addressed a letter to him, strongly recommending the confir- 
mation of Captain Murray in the office of Adjutant General, whom he 
considered as an officer of experience and qualifications, peculiarly adopted 
to the discharge of the extensive duties of that appointment, this recom- 
mendation your Commander in Chief was pleased to approve and support, 
and as General Stibbert had, previous to the arrival of General Sloper, 
repeatedly solicited our confirmation of Captain Murray’s appointment of 
Adjutant General we readily conceived in his wdshes. 


55 - In the subordinate Presidencies the officer holding the post of 
jutant General possesses a commission granting him the nominal rank 
or appellation of lieutenant colonel, and as this honorary mark of distinc- 
iinHpv' applicable to the officer who officiates immediately 

To elll be pleased 

l^in“ Zn brevet rank of lieutenant colonel, for the time 

Slishment ^ ® Adjutant General under this 

a commits S" attention to a letter, from 

ittee of officers, addressed to the Right Honourable Board of 

^ Consultation aoth . ? accompanying copy of a letter written 

September. to the Right Honourable Lord North, when Secretary 

ivhich were lonvardfd t; ^ck" 

41 
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57. The object of this appUcalion was fully discussed and recom- 
mended with inucli earnestness to your serious attention and support in 
our letter of 23rd October 1783, paragraph 191. The grievance then 
complained of by your officers appears to them more severe from its con- 
tinuance, and their anxiety for its removal becomes daily more powerful, 
and is a source of deep uneasiness to your army; we renew our recom- 
mendation of this subject to your most serious attention, in order that it 
may be adjusted to the mutual satisfaction, and produce the chcarfull 
co-operation of the officers of both services, whicli in fact can only be 
considered as one, the service of Great Uritain in India. 

58. In the lists of recruits, brought out by your ships of this jStason, 
we observe that many of these recniiis arc marked in tJie return as gentle- 
men, and the respectable recommendations whicli some of them have 
produced leave us no doubt of the fact though we feel ourselves infinitely 
embarrassed at it. Independent of the Act of Parliament your orders are 
too positive, with respect to the appointment of cadets in India, to leave 
us an option, nor indeed will your establishment admit of an increase of 
cither officers or cadets. The idea of gentlemen of family and education 
being reduced to the situation of serving as soldiers in this countiy' is 
truly mortifying. If they have been inveighed away from their friends 
under the influence of plausible representations, and tiiercby induced to 
embark in your employ unknowing to what misery they were destined, 
the persons who are employed on your recruiting service and who deluded 
them are highly reprehensible, and deserve your severest censure. 

59. After a due consideration of these circumstances we hope that 
you will, in future, direct the persons you may employ in procuring 
recruits to be particularly cautious in ascertaining what people they enlist 
for your service, and ever avoid the admission of those who may answer 
the description above stated, as by it, independani of all other considera- 
tions, your European force is not benefitlcd and a number of persons are 
thrown upon this settlement who must in some shape be provided for. 

60. Your Commander in Chief having produced to us His Majesty’s 
warrant for holding and assembling courts martial in the East Indies we 
were immediately led to reconsider the resolutions which we had passed 
on this subject on the 27th of December last, and which we had communi- 
cated to you, in the most pointed terras, in the 22nd and 23rd paragraphs 
of our letter under date 17th January per Valentine. The consideration 
that the new Statute had not invested this Government with special 
powers or deprived the Commander in Chief of those which his predeces- 
sors enjoyed, which is also evinced by His Majesty's warrant since granted, 
had its due weight and influence with us, though our observations above 
alluded to could not at that period have reached you yet questions of a 
similar nature, which must have arisen during your consideration of the 
disputes at Fort St. George, would have drawn your attention as well as 
that of the Legislature to the legal military powers wished for by this 
Government. As no special provision was made for those powers in the 
new Act we were induced, for the present, to suspend the resolutions we 
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formed on this point, and agreed unanimously to consider it legal 
:.ieutenant General Sloper to exercise the power of ordering, approv- 
er disapproving of all general courts martial, while any of His 
2sty’s troops are serving under his command in Bengal; we accordingly 
:ted that all courts martial, then sitting, whose proceedings were not 
ally closed should be forthwith dissolved, 

61. Major Thomas Adderly has been dismissed your service agreeably 
be sentence of a court martial approved by your Commander in Chief. 


62. In order to encourage the supernumerary officers to quit the 
ice for a time, and thereby to relieve your establishment from the heavy 
expence which it at present labours under, we judged 
rasultation 19th -j. to revise our former resolutions with 

respect to officers retiring upon their pay, and have 
IV determined instead of requiring the oath of qualification from all 
enforce it only in particular instances where our own knowledge of the 
cumstances of the party may make it necessary. At the same time we 
ve thought proper to limit their residence in Europe to two years, and 
allow one more for the passage to and from England/ 


63. The under-written list of resignations upon furlough will evince 
e success of this plan, and we trust the savings it has produced will 
ocure us your sanction and approbation, viz.. 


Retired on 

31st August 
Ho. do. 

27th September ... 

Ho. do. 

Ho. do. 

5th August 


furlough without pay 
... Major William McClary 
Captains Thomas Browne 
W, N. Cameron 
Charles Jackson 
... Lieutenant John Darby 
... Captain Lieutenant John Fox 


Retired on furlough 
24th August 
31st do. 

Ho. do. 

27th September ... 

28th July 
24th August 
31st do. 

27th September 
Ho. do, 
loth October 
Ho. do. 

Do. do, 

27 th September 
10th October 
5*^h August 
31st do. 


on full pay to be received in Bengal 
Captains Thomas Thompson 
Thomas Gladwin 
Thomas Edwards 
John Powell 

• •• Lieutenants F. Marsden 
E. Cracroft 

••• C. Crawford 

George Mercer 
George Foulis 
Ehillip Staunton 
••• . T. Wagstaffe 

M. J. Gilbert 
Ensign Richard Summer 
... Surgeon J. Craigie 
... Lieutenant Pater and 

Lieutenant Fireworker William Tones 
have resigned the service altogether. 
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64. Wc transmit an address to Your Honourable Court from Major 
lanuarv rSs Nicolls, and a copy of his letter to our Board. His 

‘ ' original application for restoration to his proper 
rank, founded on your orders of Afarch 1775 which he has quoted, and 
our minutes thereon arc referred to in the margin. 

65. We were extremely concerned that wc did not deem our 
authority sufficient to restore this valuable officer to the rank which he 
claims. As we cannot but feel for the distress of his situation in serving 
under officers whom he had commanded with the highest credit to himself 
during the W'holc trar tvith Cossim Ally Cawn, hi^ conduct in u’hich, and 

particularly at the battle of Biixar, entitles him to 
Genera) Siibbcn every mark of favor from you, we therefore earnestly 
Colonel Morgan etc., beg to recommend your attention to his solicitation 
to Major Nicolls. as we are of opinion that he would be an acquisition 
to your service in the high rank which, from his 
length of service, he is entitled to; and in support of our recommendation 
we beg leave to adduce the several testimonials wliich have been given of 
Major Nicolls’ merit by his superior officers as noted in the margin, copies 
of which go numbers in this packet. 

66. Having found it necessary to enlarge the cantonments at 
Barrackpore, and a tender of a bungaloe and 200 begas of ground, con- 
tiguous to that station, having been made to us we were induced co 
purchase the same at an appraisement. 

67. This addition to the cantonments of Barrackpore will add much 
to the healthiness of the station, and will be attended with other conse- 
quences beneficial to the service and the good discipline of the troops as 
it will afford the Commander in Chief an occasional residence at the 
cantonments. 


68. The usual period for relieving your array stations being very 
near your Commander in Chief intimated his intention of issuing the 
necessary orders provided we approved the measure, knowing as we do the 
necessity of preventing, as much as possible, the large continuance of your 
troops in any particular place we immediately gave our consent; and to 
afford every assistance in our power for carrying this measure into execu- 
tion we directed all advances from our treasury to be stopped until the 
army arrears, which were very heavy, should be materially reduced. 


69. The contract for keeping the cantonments of Dinapore and 
Berhampore in repair expiring on the 1st October we thought proper to 
th Aueu t advertise for fresh proposals in the usual mode, agree- 

* ’ ably to the letter of your orders. We have acceded 

to the lowest that were offered (security for the due performance of 
_ , . , engagements being previously taken), and we are happy 

OctobCT. ^ acquaint you that the business will be executed for 

the next three years at the reduced rate of thirty six 
thousand sicca rupees, per annum by Mr. D, J. Cameron, one of the King’s 
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officers, formerly of the 98th Regiment, but now upon half pay. 

70 We have already communicated to you the foundation oi a 

Society for the BeneRt of Orphans and the principles of the 

support and education. In the infancy of this estab- 

9th June. lishment we were applied to for our. patronage^ and 

15th September. assistance; the undertaking was so laudable in itself, 
and the advantages which the Company might eventuallly derive from it 
of such importance to their interest that we contributed the sum of sicca 
rupees 40,000 for the support of the institution on the part of the Coin- 
pany, the managers having engaged to refund the same if you shall dis- 
approve the donation within three years. 

71. The strong and pointed recommendation in your letter of 27th 
January last, of the Hindostani Grammar and Dictionary which Captain 

Kirkpatrick is compiling, and the real assistance which 
Consultation 24th work must afford to all your servants, exclusive 

isS'^Spteraber. of the moderate price at which it is published when 
compared with other productions of this country, have 
induced us to comply with Captain Kirkpatrick’s request to subscribe for 
200 copies on your account, and we flatter ourselves that your approbation 
will entirely sanction this measure. 

72. The Surveyor General having been directed, in obedience to your 
orders of the gth December, to prepare copies of all charts, maps etc., 

31st Au St upon oiled paper to be transmitted to you represented 

^ ’ that he could not compleat this undertaking unless 

his former establishment for draughtsmen was restored to him, and being 
called upon to state the expence he rated it at 2,090 rupees per month 
for 12 months, this appeared to us so high that we required him to 
report the lowest expence at which he could obey your commands con- 
veyed in paragraph 19th of your General Letter of gth December 1784, and 
I • • . ] September. consequence of his reply, which we beg your atten- 
' tion to as well as to our preceding correspondence 

resolved to allow him 4,000 rupees to compleat the. 
j large map of India, which we understand will soon be 

nnished, and shall immediately be sent to you. 

nnt W-Ii 1st August, an application from the executors of Lieuten- 

ant Wilkinson was laid before us for the admission of his widow to the 

ist August. benefit of Lord Clive’s Pension Fund. She is said to 

the esnt,* indigent circumstances in England, and 

short of iooo ru^pp^^ emand thereon is liquidated, is represented to be 

widow znl to rST to intercede in favor of the 

' recommend her case to your humane consideration. 

74- The state of the treasury this day is as follows: 

Ready money 

General Treasury ... ©„ o 

^ 89,534 5 8 
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Bills receivable 

General Treasury ... 


Balance account deposits 
Do. Accountant General to 

the Mayor's Court 
Do. of the old bonded debt 

on which the interest 
has ceased by public 
advertisement 

New bonded debt at 8 per cent 
4 per cent remittance loan 


Fort William, 

the 25th October 1785. 


12»84,433 10 9 

Current rupees 13,73,668 o 5 
11,19,429 11 10 

1,16,918 3 3 

15-117 « 3 
1,57,28,836 11 2 

8,56,840 o 0 

1,78.67,141 10 II [j/e] 

Wc have the honor to be etc. 
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LETTER DATED 31 DECEMBER 1785 

Committee of Accounts abolised — rejection of Colonel Watson's plan 
for conveying supplies to Canton — Walsby, Chief Mate of the Dutton, res- 
ponsihle foi the disturbance on that ship — reaso 7 is for deficiency in the 
1785 investment — Board of Trade holds the Calcutta Council partly reS' 
po 7 isible for the deficiency — the translations of the Ainai-Akbari by Glad- 
lom and of the Shahnama by Champion recom 77 iended for the Court’s 
patronage — General Stibberl’s resi^ation accepted — Captain Hely’s appeal 
against the se 7 itence of court martial — Colo 7 iel Macleod’s services on the 
Malabar Coast praised. 

*T* O the Honourable die Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

1. By the Rodney, Captain Wakenian, we have the honor to trans- 
mit you cjuadruplicate of our address of the 25th October, and to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your commands under date the 8th July per Surprize. 

2. The packets, by this vessel, were delivered here on Sunday the 

nth instant, and we read in Council the General Letter 
Consultation isth the day following, when the necessary orders were 
December. issued on the different paragraphs as will appear by 

a reference to our proceedings. 
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„ Before we send you a compleat reply to your letter of the 8 th 
July we must receive answers to many references o 

Tfi:. zibciS- S’*~ ■“ 

budness of the Board of Inspection was in pe measure d^ded beween 
the Secret and General Departments, as will appear by a refere 
proceedings. 

4. Your directions regarding the quick and dead stock of this Gov- 
erni^nt and the other Presidencies, and of their receipts and 
ments. have, in a great degree, been anticipated; and we 
conveyance have the honor of transmitting you the Accouritant General s 
remarks on the mode most likely to carry these your wishes into execution. 


5. In the consultation noted in the margin you will perceive that 
we have had in contemplation the recovery of all outstanding balances 

and debts due to the Honourable Company. The 
Vide Governor- success of the former will principally depend upon the 
SnSmion”* July- ‘^^ertions of the Board of Trade, who have been 

repeatedly written to on this subject, but we are sorry 
to observe that we are yet without the account of their balances although 
we have so pressingly and so often written for it. With respect to the 
latter we shall carry your commands into execution as far as lays [lies] in 
our power, and shall, from time to time, inform you of our success. 

6. Our broken set of proceedings in this Department for the complete 
months of October and November with indexes are sent you by this con- 
veyance, and we shall forward those for December per King George, which 
ship is nearly ready for sea. 


7- We have now the pleasure to acquaint you of the safe arrival of 
the Dublin in this river on the goth October, that the Intelligence quitted 
her pilot on the 7th ultimo, and the Francis on the 16th instant on her 
voyage to Fort St. George, at which place Captain Urmstone will receive a 
complete cargoe for his ship, and be from thence finally dispatched for 

urope. The invoices of saltpetre and Bengal goods amount to current 
rupees 7.25,790. 


8. Several of the commanders of the Company’s chartered ships have 
r? i'll .reiiDbursed the amount for wine and necessaries 
thp£ ^ recruits on the voyage out, but we have invariably referred 
you for the final adjustment of their demands. 

have^ passengers that arrived here from Europe this season 

^ave, as usual, been summoned before us, as will appear by a reference to 

Consultation a 1st proceedings; and we have the pleasure to inform 

November. you that each person seemed pleased with the treat- 

i‘ed in our The sums speci- 

Passaces but -i acquaint you of the amount paid for 

. the evil rests m the voyage home, not outward boiind, we 
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would submit to your consideration the expediency of sunimoning before 
you the passengers who may arrive in England, when they will acquaint 
you of the treatment they received during the voyage and the amount 
taken for their passage money, by which you will know the exorbitant 
sums paid on this account. 

10. From the President and Council of Bombay and from Captain 
Walker you will receive an account of the voyage to Mocha, which we 
adopted merely to employ the Camden as that ship would otherwise have 
been laid up at a heavy demurrage; we hope the success of the adventure 
will answer our expectations. And we beg leave to assure you we shall 
obey your commands in not sending any other vessel there until we have 
your express directions for it. 


11. In the 13 th paragraph of our letter by the Swallow we infonned 
you of the sums which we had resolved to appropriate, from our resources, 
for the use of the other Presidencies this season 
amounting in all to current rupees 77,25,000 and 
we have now the pleasure to inform you that we have 
already accepted bills and ejected remittances in specie and by bills to: 


Fort St. George 
Bombay 

Fort ^Ia^lborough 


current rupees 


17,80,021 10 5 
32,04,639 o 6 
3,70,937 13 7 


Making in all current rupees 52,55,598 7 6 

12. Nor have we been unmindful of your orders respecting the 
supplies to Canton, having issued drafts on our treasury and delivered 
opium to the amount of current rupees 8,51,223 in favor of indivi- 
duals who have engaged to pay the amount thereof into the treasury at 
Canton at the rate of 41 new Spanish dollars for ever)' hundred current 
rupees. And as we have taken security for the due performance of 
engagement under a penalty wc have no doubt but this remittance will 
be duly effected. 


13. In the consultation noted in the margin there is a long 
letter from Lieutenant Colonel Henry Watson on the 
subject of our supplies to Canton, and the modes he 
recommends to be adopted for effecting them. His 
representation seemed calculated to prepare us for a plan tvhich he had in 
contemplaiion and which actually made its appearance three days after- 
wards. 


14. In this plan Colonel Watson was joined by Captain John Tasker, 
the commander of a country vessel; its avowed object was to pay into the 
Company’s treasury at Canton the sura of £go,ooo. Had we acceded to 
their wishes we must first have sold to them your ship, the Sir Edward 
Hughes, for the sum of one lac and forty thousand current rupees, which 
is not half her prime cost, we must have issued to Colonel Watson and 
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Captain Tasker to the amount of three lacs of rupees in copper at a rate 
below its present real value in Calcutta, we must have agree 
money into treasury at Canton for bills on you to the amount of £45>ooo 
sterling, and have submitted to the contingency of the safe arrwal of four 
ships in China for the payment of the cost of the Sir Edward Hughes and 
the amount of the copper. And after haying sold the ship to them they 
expected us to covenant that she should be loaded at Canton for Europe, 
and that she should continue as a regular chartered ship in your service, 
or upon your objecting to this you were to pay to them the sum of £14,000 
sterling for the purchase of the ship, six months after her arrival in the 
river Thames. 


15. These proposals appeared to us so evidently disadvantageous to 
the Honourable Company that we did not hesitate to reject them, parti- 
cularly as we had previously received from the Honourable the Governor 
General a plan of a voyage for the Sir Edward Hughes to the Malabar 
Coast, Bombay and China, and had actually commenced the necessary 
arrangements for carrying it into execution. We are sanguine in our 
expectation that the Honourable Company will not only by this means 
obtain a remittance of more than three lacs of rupees to China, but that 
a cargoe will be furnished for the Sir Edward Hughes for England, the 
freight of which will amply defray the charges that have hitherto been 
incurred by that ship, which, should she not be wanted at Canton to carry 
goods on your account to Europe, will in the event of war or the estab- 
lishment of any settlement to the eastward answer the purposes you had 
originally in view when you ordered her to be built. We have ordered 
her to be put on the Bombay establishment at the lowest possible charge 
to the Company. 


16. We are extremely concerned to acquaint you of the loss of the 
Monlagtie which happened on the sixth instant by fire, as will appear at 
large in the protest of Captain Brittell which goes a number in this packet. 


I’ide letter from 
I’ort St. George of 
:igth August, 
iccordetl in Consut 
i.uion a 3 rd April. 


In our letter of the 25th of October we informed you that the 
Winterton, a ship taken up for Coast and China, 
arrived here on the 10th September. By a reference 
to the register of arrivals and departures at Fort St. 
George it appears Captain Snow imported there on 
the eighth August last, but that he represented the 

10 nrocepd win of being able to put the ship in a state 

I eel, with safety, on her voyage until the latter end of that month. 

and this matter into consideration. 

possible for the IpLP. , thought it would be scarcely 

(in nil .Xu'ni 0 i 1 2 

O ) the season, determined to dispatch Captain Snow to 


By this measure we have had one .ship more to load than 
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expected, or the Honourable Company must be subject to the loss of la 
months’ demurrage by laying her up, w'c tried every expedient to avert 
this loss but arc aorry to say without clTcct, untill the loss of tlic Montague 
enabled us to appropriate that ship’s cargoc to the Winlerton. 

20. We beg to call your attention to the letters which we have 
received from Captain Snow upon this subject, and particularly to his 
claim of being dispatched for England according to his arrival here to 
the prejudice of those commanders who had accomplished their respective 
voyages. 


21. From various circumstances we could not think, it just to dispatch 
him according to the date of his arrival and before the ships originally 
destined by you for Bengal, 

22. According to the notice we received from your Honourable 
Court of the number of ships which you had taken up we appropriated 
a specific sum for the provision of their respective cargoes. Captain Snow 
claimed one of these cargoes, and rested his pretensions upon his early 
arrival here, but as we considered this a very improper claim we could 
not depart so much from commercial regularity as to deprive any one of 
your commanders of his just right, and therefore did not hesitate to 
reject it. 


23. We received a letter from Captain West, of the Dutton, covering 
a representation from his Chief Mate, Mr. WaUby, setting forth that the 

surgeon, and one Molloy, a steerage passenger, had 
behaved on board in a mutinous manner, and that 
' the latter had commenced a prosecution against him 

for improper treatment during the voyage, which prosecution he requested 
we would order to be defended by the Company’s law officers. 

24. Being desirous of knowing the particulars of this business before 
we suffered the Company to be put to any expence in defending the suit 

in question we ordered a court of enquiry, consisting 
some of your senior commanders, to hear the com- 
plaints of ^^r. Walsby, and also what the surgeon and 
the passenger had to say in their defence, which they accordingly did, and 
reported that Mr. Walsby had greatly exceeded his powers in his treatment 
of Molloy, and by his violent conduct had rather encreased than conci- 
liated the disturbances on board. This report of course determined us to 
reject the application. 


25. Our letters per Swalllow and Intelligence were so full and cir- 
cumstantial relative to the investment which we expected to send you this 
season that we have only in this place .to mention 
our apprehensions, from a late correspondence with 
the Board of Trade, of a very great disappointment in 

those expectations. 


Consultation tist 
December. 
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06. Under the bills which 

power oE *is Governeoent as well to ena^ necessarily follow the 

feS y:ur%:"tt loh., w.^on 

rupelfthhtrttoefla'jrS'we” did by issuing, a draft on our treasury 
for the sum of eight lacs of rupees. 

2,']. According to the statements 
furnished us by the Board of Trade 

the amount of 
Consultation 26th outstanding 

balances, which 
they expected to realize, and the 


nish for the ships of this season 
investment amounting to 

an 

1,09,92,638 

They now tell us that there will 

be 

20,00,000 

a difficiency [^ic] of 

... 

Which reduces it to 

• • • 

89,92,638 

The Francis carried 

7>35>790 


The Rodney has on board 

14,09,400 

3 i, 35 >i 90 

This leaves only 

current rupees 

68,57,448 


To be divided on the King George, Dutton, 

Deptford, Dublin and Winterton which gives 
little more than thirteen lacks and an half 
for each ship. 

d'his leaves only current rupees 68,57,448 

28. How far this statement taken from the letters of the Board of 
„ , . Trade will correspond with your expectations from 

ju\y. their assurances to us, we must leave it to the candor 

of your Honourable Court to determine. 


*9* d wo causes are assigned by the Board of Trade for so great a 
‘ c iciency, in their receipts of goods, as twenty lacs of rupees. 

Hrsi the sudden death of Mr. David Killican who, they inform us, 
^ Agent to Mr. Francis Law, the Commercial Chief 

o acc.i. This gentleman was under engagements to furnish the Dacca 
mvcnment; and advances by drafts to the amount of three lacs of rupees 
H?;,! on this account, issued to Mr. Killican, of which he had 

IV . rupees one lac, with the treasury, for tuncaws or bills on 

vn .i\or of his constituent Mr. Law, Bills were also prepared for 
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the liquidation of the remaining part of this advance, but were withheld 
until the drafts in exchange for them were previously given up by 
Mr. Killican at the treasury. In this stage of the transaction Mr. Killican 
suddenly died, and the drafts which he should have supplied, in payment 
of these bills, were not forthcoming among Ills clfects, though it is evident 
they were not sent to Mr. Law. 

Secondly the difficulty as is set forth by the Board of Trade which 
their contractors labor under in raising money by our non-compliance 
with their requests to be furnished with more tuncaws or drafts on our 
collectors. 

30. Had we complied with their reijuest we should have been 
deprived of the means of discharging the military 
orders' Q?uth* April of your troops in Bengal, which arrears were 

paragraph 8a. ’ cncrcased by the relief of the brigades falling out in 

this year. Other reasons will appear, in the dispatches 
from the Political Department, for appropriating every rupee that could 
be collected from the country to the support of Fort St. George and 
Bombay. 


31. Besides we do not conceive the agents of the Board of Trade 
have any right to expect tuncaws, for when they made their engagements 
they knew the mode of payment would be by interest drafts on our trea- 
sury issued in the usual manner by the President of the Board of Trade, 
and knowing this they no doubt made their forms accordingly. We may 
add that the sums amounting in all to current rupees 28,25, 4«8*i4-3 issued 
to the Board of Trade in cash or tuncaws (which are the same as cash), 
since the 30th April last, will evince that every aid in our power has been 
afforded, and no exertion on our part has been wanting to enable them 
to fulfill their engagement to compleat the cargoes of all the ships now 
in the river. The correspondence with the Board of Trade upon this 
subject is now transmitted for your particular information. 

32. We have granted permission to several individuals to send on 
the Company’s ships of this season a quantity of indigo and raw silk. 
This permission will enable us to occupy the whole of your tonnage, and 
we hope all the ships will be dispatched before the expiration of the 
period limited by charterparty. We had flattered ourselves that even the 
surplus tonnage of your ships would be occupied with your own invest- 
ment. 

33. Not having yet received from the Board of Trade the allotment 
of the investment, formed upon the list sent out by the Surprize, we have 
been prevented from issuing the necessary advertisements for its provision 
by contract. We shall not, however, suffer any further delays on the 
part of the Board of Trade to interrupt this desirable object, as it is 
our intention forthwith to enforce your commands. 

34. By the Rodney you wll receive three chests of Patna ophium. 
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r^^as a^ampk of *e Bahar ophium, which he is hopeful may hear 
fter fhereafterVprove a benehcial article of commerce from this country 
tfLmpe. We wish to know the result of any experiments you may 

make with it. 

S' The followine covenanted servants, upon this establishment, have 
soUcfted and obtained our permission to proceed to Europe on leave of 
absence. 


Consultations ^ r 

10th October. Mr. C. H. Purling for two years 

5th December. Messrs. James Irwin 

6tb do. Charles Graham 

and November. and William Taylor , ^ 

And we have granted leave of absence and the pension annexed 

to their respective ranks to; 


For three years 


Consultations 

6th December. 

Messrs. John Kneller 


and November. 

John Dynely 


Do. 

James Miller 


15 th do. 

William Haverkam 


21st do. 

David Cuming 


28th do. 

Richard Tilghman and 

to 

30th September and 

R. T. Ives who proceeded 

to 

2nd November, 

Europe from the Isle 

of 


France. 



36. The causes of the return to Europe of the above gentlemen are 

particularly set forth in their several letters, recorded in the consultations 
noted in the margin. » 

37. In the 187 paragraph of our letter of the 23rd October 1783, by 
the Narbudda, we informed you of a proposM made to us by Mr. Francis 
Gladwin for the publication of a complete translation from, the Persian 
language of a book intituled the Ayeen Akherry^, and we then acquainted 
you that we had consented to subscribe for 150 sets of this work on account 
of the Company, blit some objections arising afterwards against the pay- 
ment of so large a sum from our treasury, at that time, Mr. Gladwin 
voluntarily waved his claim to the subscription money until your pleasure 
should be known. 


3 ^- Mr. Gladwin has lately addressed a letter to us recapitulating the 
circumstances which attended his first proposal, setting forth that he is 

Consultation igtb laborious and expensive under- 

December. taking, the first and second volume of the work being 

published and some parts of the third, and 
beln consideration of the great expence and trouble he has 

iikin^ niri [repeat] our recommendation of the under- 

in om acquiescence 
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39- vSciisiblc as we arc of the merit of Mr. Gladwins labors, the 
encouragement that is due to every undertaking whiclt has for its end the 
promotion and cKtention of eastern literature, as well in regard to the 
use its advancement may be of to the persons employed in your service as 
the knowledge it may afford to the European quarter of tlic globe, we 
cannot but repeat our earnest solicitation that your Honourable Court 
will permit us to confirm the subscription for 150 sets, svhich we formerly 
promised to lake, as we consider our former rccomcndation and the known 
liberality which your Honourable Court have ever shewn towards the 
encouragement of works of this nature to have been the inducements 
which led Mr. Gladwin to commence so arduous a work, and thereby 
subject himself to a great cxpencc from which he could only expect to be 
relieved through the liberality of his employers. 

40. By this ship we transmit you, a number in the packet, an address 
from Mr. Joseph Champion, one of your civil servants, on a translation 
of the first part of Ferdosi’s heroic poem, together with a minute of the 
Honourable Governor General on the subject, and we hope that your 
patronage will enable film to complete this arduous undertaking. We 
request your attention to the Governor General’s minute and have only 
to add that we are happy in having this opportunity of recommending 
Mr, Champion to your notice. 

41. Major General Stibben having, for the reason set forth in his 
letter of the 24th October, requested our acceptance of his resignation of 

the service from the day of the dispatch of the Rodney 
proceeds to England on that ship. cannot pass 
over this opportunity of testifying our sense of Gene- 
ral Stibbert’s merits as an officer, and of declaring to you that we deem 
him highly deserving of your acknowledgements for his long and faithful 
services in the importiint station of your Provincial Commander in Chief. 
We are convinced that the paragraph, in your commands of the 11th 
April, reducing the allowances of the second officer of this military eslab- 
Ushment could not have been meant as any mark of your displeasure 
towards Major General Stibbert; on the contrary we are persuaded that 
considering the tenor of his long and steady service you will be happy to 
bestow upon him every testimony that you can of your satisfaction with 
his conduct, in confirmation of our recommendation to which we think 
him fully entitled. 

42. We have permitted Lieutenant Colonel Kyd, whose distinguished 
merits are fully known to your Honourable Court, to return to Europe 
on furlough for three years, his full pay to be received in Bengal, and we 
beg leave to recommend this officer, to your particular notice, for his able 
and faithful services to the East India Company. Lieutenant Colonel 
Kyd has taken his passage on a Danish ship. 

43. In the 63rd paragraph of letter per Intelligence we informed you 
that Major William Maclary, Captains Thomas Bro^vn, W. N. Cameron, 
Charles Jackson, John Fox and lieutenant John Darby had retired on 
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furlough without pay, but they have claimed the indulgence granted to 
Other officers and we have consented to it. 

M As Major Maclary has repeatedly distinguished Inmself on 
actu^'service we must, in this place, beg leave to introduce htm to your 
notice as an officer of gi'eat merit deserving your particular attention. 

4K. Since our last letter the following officers have obtained our per- 
mission to retire on furlough for three years, their full pay to be receivccl 
in Bengal, viz., Majors Henry Hawkins, Isaac Eaton, Robert Dawes and 
Tames Brown. Captains Samuel Sears, P. Hunter, C. Rankin, J. McIntyre. 
G. Waugh, Jabez McKenzie, V. W. Hussey, Samuel Black, Hugh McDer- 
mott, George Gooch, Sol. Earle, Frcdk. Breton, .Andrew Heaisey. Lieuten- 
ants Charles Wittit, D. Falvey, James Sinclair, Fredrk. Wilson, E. R. Jack- 
son, James Laird, J. Jackson, B. Ralph, W. Henderson, G. FI. Pyne, J. 
Bullock, J. Bullwant, R. Curnming, John Hughes, James Ewart, R. Lle- 
wellyn to travel into Arabia. Ensigns H. Purefoy, Joseph Fletcher and 
Mr. Howarth Assistant Surgeon. 


46. By this ship Colonel James Morgan, who has served you long 
and in distinguished situations, has taken his passage to Europe after 
having resigned your service on the loth October last. 

47. In our Consultation of the 25th October you will observe a letter 
from Captain Hely, late of this establishment, introduced by a minute 
from your Commander in Chief. Though it is our general opinion that 
sentences of courts martial in military cases are as definitive as the verdict 
of a jury composed of peers in civil courts we could not, consistent with 
this case, [5tc] particularly when your Commander in Chief had pointedly 
declared that "the sentence was of a severity he had never before met with, 
and that the proof of Captain Hely’s inability to command did not seem 
sufficiently deduced.” 


48- We accordingly re-perused the proceedings, and being impressed 
with similar sentiments, but yet deeming ourselves incompetent to afford 
the assistance required, we resolved to point out to your early and serious 
attention the hardship under which he has long labored and to recom- 
mend such relief to him as in your judgment his case will appear to merit. 


49- Lor your more immediate information we beg leave to refer you 

pact p“L“ - 'he.bLk 


42nd proposed to order His Majesty' 

giment to Dmapore we agreed to its being stationed there."^ 

joining hSr'eriment'‘“‘^’ *e purpose o 

, requested that we would give orders for the discharge 
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of the balance of his account of cxpcnccs incurred for secret services, etc., 
during the time lie commanded your army to the southward on the Mala- 
bar coast. Sensible of the distinguished services of this officer, and 
convinced of the justness of his representations — tlic distress he experienced 
in raising this money for the public service — tlic 
N^einbc/^*°” necessity which inducctl him to disburse so large a 

a sum as well as the manner in whicli it ivas applied, 
and having obtained from Colonel ,\faclcod as ample and satisfactory 
explanations of his accounts as could be given with such vouchers, adduced 
by officers of this establishment employed on distant and expensive services, 
we resolved to order the balance due to him to be paid; and accordingly 
issued the necessary directions for that purpose. 

52. Colonel Maclcod’s emment services to you on live Carnatic and 
(more especially on the Malabar coast) as well as his sufTcrings are fully 
known to you. He is now perfectly recovered of his wounds, and should 
he remain in India his experience and abilities will be of real use to the 
public service in whatever quarter he may be employed. 

53. Major Metcalfe having signified his intention of resigning his 
office of Agent for Military Stores, and the Commander in Chief, conceiv- 
ing that the Board would expect him to recommend a proper person to 
succeed the gentleman, accordingly recommended Captain John Collins 
at that time Aid de Camp to Major General Siibbcrt for the appointment, 
in which we aquiesced. 

54. To the minutes that passed on this subject we must beg 
leave to refer, and at the same time assure you that we have not been un- 
mindful of your orders respecting the succession of Mr. 
William Atkinson although we could not enforce them, 
as the consideration that the certain mode of obtaining 

the proper supply of military stores to your army, and the judicious dis- 
bursement of the Honourable Company’s money, induced us to prefer a 
person whom the Commander in Chief thought particularly qualified for 
this important trust, which is so much connected with [his] department as 
Commander in Chief. Nor will it be of any detriment to Mr. Atkinson 
as we have resolved to appoint him to the first vacant office for which wc 
may deem him qualified. 

55. The state of the treasury this day is as follows: 

Ready money 1,24,573 3 ^ 

Bills receivable sicca rupees 5,00,000 ... ... 5,80,000 o o 

Current rupees 7,04,573 3 o 
9,82,482 10 11 
1.16,918 3 3 


Balance account deposits 
Do. Accountant General to the 
Mayor’s Court 



DECEMBliR 1785 609 

Do. of the old bonded debt on 
which the interest has ceased 
by public advertisement 
New. bonded debt at 8 per cent 
4 per cent remittance loan 




45.117 o 8 
1,57,28,836 11 2 

8,56,840 o o 


Fort William, We have the honor to be etc. 

the 31st December 1785. 
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T O the Honourable Warren Hastings Esqr., Governor General, and 
Council. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

1. In consequence of applications that have been made to us on the 
subject of batta^ or loss arising from advances not being made in the specific 
coins locally required at our subordinate stations we find it necessary to 
call your attention to this subject, and shall premise what we have to offer 
relative to it, by reciting the following paragraph, in point, from the 
commands of the Honourable the Court of Directors dated 23rd December 
1778. 

“When the Board of Trade find it necessary to apply for Advances of 
Money in Specific Coins, which cannot be obtained; 
Paragraph 147 pleasure, that the Loss of Exchange on all 

such occasions, be carried to the Revenue and not to the Commercial 
Department”. 

The representations that have been made to us, on this subject, have 
been numerous; but at our factories of Luckypore and Dacca it appears 
to us to be peculiarly felt. The advances issued from the treasury, 
transported through a country infested by decoyts after a very dangerous 
navigation, are exchanged at Dacca into Arcot rupees, and from an in- 
tolerable collusion kept up among .the shroffs at that place, this is of 
necessity done at their own prices. 

2. We have described the effects of this inconvenience locally, at the 
same time we are sensible and desire to inculcate, that it demands a gene- 
ral remedy. Whaf that remedy shall be, the loss being directed by the 
Court of Directors to be charged to your department, we submit to your 
determination, but it would appear to us to be necessary during the con- 
tinuance of it, either, that bills be granted us payable in the current coin 
o that station to the service of which their contents are destined, or that 
our agents should be allowed to purchase such coins, and charge the 
contingent loss to the debit of the Company in their accounts, from whence 
m progression it may be ultimately carried to that of the Revenue Depart- 
ment, according to the orders of the Honourable , the Court of Directors. 


I'ort William, 

26th September 1783, 


We are. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 
P. M. Dacres/ William Barton/ Alex 
Van Rixtel John Sumner/ Henry 
Walter/Wm, Rooke 
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T O tlic Honoiir;i!)lc Coiiii of Dirtxtor^ of ihc Honourable United Kasi 
India Company. 

Fori William ‘jrd November 

Honourable Sirs, 

[ij I humbly and carncslly soltch your favourable attention to the 
enclosed letter addressed to me for the purpose, us I uttdersland, of a 
reference to your Honourable Conn, from Munney Ikcgum, the principal 
widow oi the Nabob Mecr Mohuiiuniul Jailer Khawn, and once the dircc* 
tress of his household. This introduction to your notice I have fre- 
(]uently promised to give to her claims, and I reluctantly yield to the 
obligation which her present solicitation, grounded on my engagement, 
imposes on me to present them at a time, which on many nccoimts, I fear 
may prove nnpropitious to them, lliit the pressure of severe necessity will 
not always wait the delays which policy may recommend for the better 
assurance of success, and many years of her life have elapsed since she 
(irst looked to your justice and benevolence for the alleviation of her 
stilfcrings. These arc not to he conceived by those who have not a near 
acquaintance with the modes of female life in those countries, where the 
religion of Mahomed prevails; and among women of the most elevated 
rank, hers is of that estimation in these provinces. Her education, and 
the confidence of her deceased husband were the causes of her being 
placed, by his appointment, in the charge of his family. How she was 
removed from it, [her] letter mentions, but delicately suppresses the indig- 
nities Avhich attended her privation of authority. You Hon’ble Sir, will 
easily turn to their places on our records, and will remember without any 
reference the general subject of them. You will also remember, how 
unfortunately for her ease, interest and dignity, I made her the insiruineni 
of effecting the regulations which formed the substance of your first com- 
mands to me, on my accession to the office of President, under the fonner 
and ancient system of your Government; I hope I shall not transgress the 
lines of humility in claiming some merit with your Hon’ble Court, and a 
return yet due to me, for the scrupulous and studied obedience which I 
paid to those commands. I was, by private letters received at the same 
time with them, assured that it was suspected generally that I should elude 
the perfonn.incc of them. I performed them most literally, and dretv 
\ipon me, by it, a host of enemies, supported even in the place W’here my 
fidelity merited a more generous treatment. She too became the victim 
of your policy and of the resentments which succeeded. Something too 
she owed of the source of her misfortunes to the belief of the personal 
gratitude which she might entertain for the public attentions which I had 
shewn to her, yet exposed as she was to a treatment which a ruffian would 
have shuddered at committing, and which no recollection of past enmities 
shall impell me to believe, even for a moment, proceeded from any com- 
mission of authority, she still maintained the decorum of her character, 
nor even then, nor before, nor since that period, has the malice of calumny 
ever dared to breathe on her reputation. 
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r^l Pardon, Hon’ble Sirs, this freedom of expostulation, I must m 
honest truth repeat that your commands laid the first foundation of her 
misfortunes. To your equity she has now recourse tl^ough me for their 
alleviation, that she may pass the remainder of her life in a state which 
may at least efface the remembrance of the years of her afidiction. And 
to your humanity she and an unseen multitude of the most helpless of 
her sex cry for subsistence. 

[3] It is proper to apprize your Hon'ble Court that as this adless 
is written without the knowledge of the other members of the Council, so 
neither shall I make any communication to them of the letter which it 
incloses. I am now the only remaining member of your Government who 
was formerly a party in the dissensions of which Munney Beegum was the 
object, and perhaps the only one of the present Board who have any 
knowledge either of her pretensions, or if she has any, of her demerits. 
The virtues of her sex are such as in their nature depress their possessors 
in silence and obscurity, and some years have passed since she ceased to 
be an object of notice. Were I to bring her claims at this time before 
the Board, whether for the purpose of requiring their effective sentiments 
upon them or simply for official information, in either case their opinions 
if opposite to mine would be hostile to her, and become the seeds of 
future and durable prejudices in the breasts of those who may soon 
become the disposers of her fate, and to whom, if they succeed to the full 
powers of my office, I should wish to bequeath the same spirit of kindness 
which I have ever felt and manifested to the family of Jaffer Ally Cawn. 
On this occasion it will better become me to commit and avow an 
inforniality, than by a more regular conduct to involve an innocent and 
deserving person in the hazard of future evils. 


I have the Honor to be 
Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most obedient and most faithful servant, 
Warren Hastings. 


^ ENCLOSURE 

(Vide Paragraph i) 

Xe from the NABOB MUNNEY BEGU^: 

to the GOTERNOR gXneRA MOHUMMUD JAFFIER KHAWl 


The usual introduction. 


knoXXtfreXuhe 

of my husbS ,h7 J The attachmei 

Company the smiVe. ^ Mohummud Jaffier Khawn to tl 

for their proUrkv irn i wondered them, and his anxious concet 

Cossim ABy Khawn 7 ,t. commencement of their disputes wii 

Aity Khawn to the hour of his death, are boundless, a^d such 
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I shall noi alieinpt to describe. They arc preserved in tlic records of the 
Company. During tlie life of iny husband Jaflicr iMohunnnud Khawn, 
and of our son Nujiin ul DoWla, who by favor of the Company was, 
according to tlic ancient custojii of the country, appointed Nazim of 
Rengal with an established salary of fifty three lacks, eighty six thousand, 
and one hundred thirty one rupees, 1 was the mistress of the family and 
uncontrouied in my cxpenccs. I possessed besides, for my own sole and 
separate benefit, the matiagcmcttt of several Khass Mahals or freehold 
districts, and other lands of great value, so long I continued exempt from 
every hardship and inconvenience. Afterwards Seif ul Dovvla suc- 
ceeded to the Nizanuii. His salary was first settled at forty one lacks, 
eighty six thousand and one hundred thirty one rupees, but was soon 
afterwards reduced to rupees thirty two lacks. During his lime I conti- 
lined at the head of the women, relations and dependants of the two 
deceased Nabobs, and, however fallen, continued to lead my life in 
tolerable case. I comforted myself with the conviction that the Honorable 
Company, in due attention to the merits of Jailer Mohummud Khawn. 
would never be negligent in promoting the welfare of his family. In his 
last hours indeed he sent for me. and assured me that his merits with the 
Company were so well established and acknowledged, that whilst they 
should continue the rulers of this country they would be the 
careful guardians of his honor and family. And after both his decease 
and that of Nujim ul Dowla, Lord Clive came to my house and 
gave me similar assurances. He told me that though nothing could 
compensate for the loss of the two deceased Nabobs, yet iliat while the 
Company’s power in this country continued it should be extended to the 
care and preservation of the honor and family of the Nabob, and that the 
gentlemen invested ivith the Government of this country would always 
attend to me and consult my welfare and happiness. So far his assurances 
were verified, that during the life of the Nabob Seif ul Dowla neither I 
nor the women of the deceased Nabobs, who now depended on me, were 
subjected to any great inconveniences. In the Bengal year 1179, when 
the stipend of the Nizamul was settled at sixteen lacks of rupees you 
visited the city. Alarmed by so great a deduction of the salary, I laid 
before you the circumstances and situation of our family, and represented 
to you the numbers who depended on me for subsistence. As you were 
early and intimately acquainted with the circumstances of our house you 
attentively considered my situation, and with a benignant regard to my 
ease and dignity were pleased to grant me a salary of one lack forty 
thousand rupees, exclusive of the sum of sixteen lacks which had been 
settled as the stipend of the Nizamut. From thence I was enabled with 
whatever difficulty to subsist myself, and to furnish a bare support, if 
nothing more, to the numerous' and honorable relations of the two deceased 
Nabobs. In the Bengal year 1182, when the new gentlemen arrived from 
England, great contentions arose between the members of Council; and 
in the consequences of these were unhappily involved many of the natives 
of this country. Though no offence had been imputed to me, yet because, 
in attention to the desorts (deserts) of Meet Jaffier, you like your prede- 
cessors were pleased to favor me with your protection, the new gentlemen 
in the month of Jeit 1182, annulled my salary; so considerable a deduction 
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from what was before only a bare subsistance reduced us, notwithstanding 
the rights which we possessed, to a state of extreme distress. Unable to 
provide for the many relations and dependants who looked up to ine foi 
support, I frequently represented my afflictions to you. You comforted 
me with promises of assistance. Relying on these, and never doubting 
that you would kindly consider my wretched situation, I have by borrow- 
ino-, and by the sale of me (my) effects, thus long contrived to subsist myself 
and support my relations and dependants. But the accumulated distresses 
which I suffer from, the importunities of my creditors, and the difficulties 
under which I labor are now beyond all bounds. I have not the means 
to satisfy the one, or power to bear the other. Affliction seems to threaten 
a period to my days. It is incumbent upon all the English gentlemen 
but above all upon you, who on the part of the King, the Company, and 
the English nation are the Governor of this country, and the distributer 
of justice to all who demand it, to consider with compassion our situation. 
If you will not attend to us, who will? Who besides yourself can afford 
us relief? Consider that this large family of helpless women are possessed 
of honor, and (are) the relations of the deceased Nabob. They are not 
servants whom I can dismiss. If, which God forbid, I should not be 
enabled to support the family, and they should be obliged to separate, 
consider the disgrace and obloquy which will be proclaimed by such an 
event through all the cities of Hindostan. As on the part of the King of 
England, and the Company you are the possessor and the ruler of 'this 
country; we call on you with uplifted hands for justice, and humbly hope 
that, in due consideration of our manifold claims, and in attention to the 
honor and happiness of our house, which is one of the most distinguished 
in Hindostan, you will be graciously pleased to restore to me the yearly 
allowance of one lack forty thousand rupees as it was before settled on me, 
that so I may free myself from the importunities of my creditors, and 
proportioning my mode of life to ‘my circumstances, may pass the 
remainder of it in prayers for the welfare of the Company etc. 


Ill 

T 

1 O His Highness the Nabob Wau Lau Jau Ummer UI Hind Omdhat 
Gl Mulk Seraujee Ul 'Dowla Anner Uldeen Cawn Bahauder 
liunsopr Jung Sepah Saulaur, Soubahdar of Arcot and the Carnatic. 


^^rd April last by the CormuaUis, we had 

nerinr'''' u the receipt of Your Highness’s letters to that 

ilm received another letter from your Highness, dated 

me ist February 1784. ® ’ 


sincere concern to observe that misunder- 
Fort ^isen between Your Highness and our President at 

"Teat worm°?a’ esteemed Lord Macartney as a person ol 

opinion we lordship stand in oui 

ownt, to rene J n proper, m consequence of a late Act of Parlia 

oui confidence in him by appointing him a‘ second time 
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ill conjunction witli Alexander Davidson and James Daniel Esquires, to 
the management of our affairs of the Presidency of Fort St. George; if in 
any particulars Lord Macartney’s conduct has been disagreeable to the 
feelings of Your Highness, we are persuaded he has been actuated by no 
sentiments of personal disrespect to you but by those principles of 
conscientious duty, which he conceived himself to owe to his Employers, 
and superiors, who, alarmed with the imminent danger to which the 
Carnatic was exposed, thought they best served the interest of Your High- 
ness and their own by taking the most vigorous and effectual measures to 
realize a revenue and resources, for the repelling tlie hostilities which 
threatened destruction to the Carnatic. 

[3] Our concern, at tlie terms on which Your Highness has express- 
ed yourself in regard to Lord Macartney, does not arise solely from the 
personal esteem we entertain for his Lordship, but considering him in the 
light of the representative of the East Intiia Company in the Carnaiick, we 
are grieved that our old and faithful ally should have been led into any 
mode of expression incompatible with tlie respect due to the publick 
situation, which Lord Macartney holds, and we owe it to the preservation 
of our own honor and consequence among the powers in India, to express 
our confident expectations that Your Highness will never be induced, by 
any influence whatever, to use a language in your correspondence inconsis- 
tent with our wishes in this respect; we rely with the utmost confldence 
that your own noble mind will suggest in its full force the propriety of the 
representation wc now make, and if any of our servants or others living 
under our protection shall, from motives of self interest or spirit of intrigue, 
be the instruments of conveying to Your Highness any representation 
injurious to our confidential servants, we will punish such persons as 
incendaries [incendiaries], and treat them as enemies to your Government 
and ours. 

[4] It is the privilege of friendship to speak plainly and openly, under 
that sacred name we beseech Your Highness to be deeply impressed with 
the conviction, that no benefit or additional security arises to the affairs 
of Your Highness, as connected with those of the British nation in India, 
from the aid of any individuals who may officiously endeavor to convince 
Your Highness that any representations, except through the medium of 
our true and legal representatives, will have any effect or operation in this 
country through them, you may rest assured that every representation from 
Your Highness will be faithfully transmitted, and, when received, candidly 
and impartially considered by your old friends and allies, the East India 
Company. 

[5] These are our own genuine sentiments, and we have the satis- 
faction to inform you that, from a desire of preserving inviolate the rights 
of all the powers in India, with whom we are connected, an act of the 
British legislature has lately passed for the purpose of enforcing that 
principle, a court of judicature has been established for the punishment 
of delinquents in India, and no species of delinquency will be more 
severely punished than any attempts to violate or encroach upon any. of 



Ari’ENDKlES 


GltJ 


Nabob o£ the Carnatic. 

[6] Not only has a conn ot jvi<lkaturc hoc. ‘•'f Jl"","! 

o£ cLuol has been appoh.ted by His Majesty, , 

same Act o£ Parliament, by ^vhlch appomtment al oin tiaibactic , 
become immediately connected with the executive authority aiu govc i - 
.nent of the British nation, anti this, anti every other 

shall henceforward hold witl. Yotir Hisliness. will he with ihe knowledge 
and concurrence o£ this Board of C.oniiol. 

[7] We speak the joint seniimenis of liiem and ourselves, not only 
therefore our honor, but the faith of the British nation is pledi’ed to 
preserve inviolate, every stipulation or agi’eement which shall take place 
between us. The same solemn act of Parliament has made a provision 
for settling, upon a permanent foundation, the jiiesent indeteiniinaie 
rights and pretensions of Your I-Iighness and the Rajah of^ 1 anjoic, w'hic.h 
are to be ascertained and settled according to the principles, and upon 
the terms and stipulations contained in the treaty between Your Highness 
and the Rajah of 1762 [Tanjore]. 


[8] Your Highness will recollect that we are the guarantee of tiie 
stipulations contained in that treaty; we are conscious that the indeter- 
minate claims of Your Highness and the Rajah of Tanjore have been 
made the foundation of much intrigue and disquietude to both, and by 
the jealousies thence resulting, the general strength of the Carnatic has 
been much enfeebled. As the friends of both, we have taken this subject 
under our serious consideration, and have instructed our Government at 
Fort St. George to use their best endeavors for the termination of every 
difference, and if that cannot be effected without our further interposi- 
tion, we must step forth in the character of guarantee, and it is our duty 
particularly to remind Your Highness that the treaty of 1762, is invariably 
fixed as the basis of the finai arrangement between Your Highness and the 
Rajah of Tanjore, and to that law, by the obedience we owe to the 
supreme legislative authority of our country, we are bound to adhere. 


[9] Your Highness has frequently been pleased to mention to us the 
^^Sagements you have entered into with individuals, whose claims 
has the claims of justice. This important subject 

eno^rv w ^ legislature, who have given directions for an 

demands, in order 

dischararof ^ established, in concert with Your Highness, for the 

to theh reLlr?^^ according 

mo<si claims of priority. We have accordingly given our 

formed'wrn that subject, and we trust the opinions we have 

this subject witrour Highness. We cannot quit 

adopted V Your expressing our satisfaction at the wise resolution 

is iucumW on m individuals. It 

on us to point out particularly to Your Highness that by 
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Of our xeveiiues in the Carnatic and of these [those] of Your Highness 
and the Rajah of Tanjore, and that to the expense of the inilitaiy estab- 
lishment in the Carnatic each of the three powers shall, propoitionably 
to those revenues, respectively contribute. It will be a part of our duty 
under the late act, very soon, to settle the extent and amount of our mili- 
tary establishment in time of peace, upon which the necessary arrange- 
ments to be made will probably prevent us from giving our servants their 
orders by this dispatch, but when that is done, the precise sum, which 
each of the three powers will have annually to contribute in time of peace, 
will be then exactly ascertained. 


[13] In case of war, which it will thus become ecpially the inteiest 
of all parties to avoid, the most aclviseable plan is, that the whole tevenues 
of the Carnatic should be considered as a common stock for the purposes 
of war; all ideas of peace establishment and peace appropriations must 
then cease; an exact account must be kept of all the extraordinary expell- 
ees occasioned thereby, and upon whomsoever ihe urgent necessity of the 
case may throw the immediate expence, each party must ultimately pay 
their proportion. 

[14] Next to the certainty of a sulHcient military fund, the punc- 
tuality of its receipt becomes essential to the general safety, and we there- 
fore hold it reasonable to require, that a provisional assignment of the 
revenues of certain districts, somewhat exceeding these respective contri- 
butions, be made to us by Your Highness [and] the Rajah respectively, 
upon which we shall have no power to enter, while you or your descen- 
dants punctually pay these contribution[s], by monthly or such other 
instalments as shall be agreed upon, but upon which we shall have power 
to enter in failure of such payment, and keep possession thereof until all 
arrears are paid up and no longer. 


[15] These are the principles upon which, every reason of policy and 
common safety suggests, that, a final arrangement between Your Highness, 
the Rajah and us, should be made. By such an arrangement, all grounds 
of future dispute between Your Highness and our Government will be 
avoided. We have accordingly, directed our President and Council at 
rort St. George to act upon these principles, and to take effectual mea- 
sures for carrying them into a final execution by a solemn, permanent and 
mvariable treaty, to which Your Highness, the Rajah of Taniore and the 
East India Company will be parties. 


opened ourselves, freely and without reason, to Your 
various important subjects, and we trust no other 
sincerity of our disposition, to support Your 
renose ^he maintenance of your just rights; you and your family may 
allies thev confidence upon the good faith of your ancient 

against contended for the preservation of the Carnatic 

ity over tbe ' never be the means of diminishing that author- 

repeatedlv country, which they have so 

y ibuted to establish. This is our firm determination, but 
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wc arc equally firm in declaring that if any of ilic powers, of India shall, 
cither by secret intrigue or open hostility, disturb that union which ought 
to prevail between us, wc will use our power, to its fullest extent, to punish 
those who shall thus prove tlie disturbers of the peace and common safely 
of the Carnatic. 

[17] \S'e therefore conclude with wishing to Your Highness and 
your family every degree of prosperity, and wc indulge ourselves in the 
pleasing hope, that all former subjects of disagreement, . between Your 
Highness and any of our servants, will be no more remembered, and that 
the return of public peace and tniiuptility will be alicndctl ^vith the return 
of private confidence and cordiality. 

[18] And wc have hereunto, allixed our great seal, in the city of 
London this 1st dav of December, in the year of our Lord i78.(, 

(L.S.) 


IV 

TRANSLATION OF A LETI ER* FROM 'I HE NABOB MOTUM- 

MUN.UL.MOULK UL-DOWL/\H SUD MOBARECK ALLY, 
RHAN BAHADRE FEROZE JUNG 

T O the Honorable the Court of Directors of the Honorable United 
Company, Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

(Here follows the accustomary address, which is merely complimentary 
and tvill not easily bear translation.) 

[1] After assuring you that my mind is deeply impressed with senti- 
ments of the sincerest attachment and friendship for you, and that the 
first wish of my heart is to enjoy the happiness of an interview ivith you, 
allow me to proceed to represent to your enlightened mind certain cir- 
cumstances, respecting my situation, absolutely necessary for your infor- 
mation and meriting your most serious attention. 

[2] As a steady adherence to the faith of engagements is held in 
esteem by all upright chiefs, and a literal performance of treaties is ap- 
plauded by all great and liberal minds, praised be God that through his 
goodness, from the beginning to the present time, the fame of the justice, 
the good acts, the sincerity, the equity and the uprightness of your illus- 
trious body has spread from one end of the world to the other. 

[3] From these considerations all persons ol foresight, penetration 
and wisdom have regarded the establishment of your authority, and the 
Government of the English in their country as a fortunate event produc- 
tive of happiness to the people, and never as the cause of injury or 
distress; nay in so superior a light are the English considered, in regard 
to all these points beyond every other nation, that the extension of their 
government and power is mosL earnestly desired. 

• This letter bears no date. 



Al’PENDlCES 




[41 The following fads arc hicoiiLcsublc proofs of ilic abo\c asser- 
tion Before the commencement of the English government, in his 
country, my deceased father, the Nabob Sujah ul Moulk H.ssain u 
Dowlah, Meet- Mohonted Jallier Khan, looking forward into t.tnnty on. 
a well oTOunded conviction of the durability of their friendship and then 
Steady adherence to treaty, laid the foundation of the most intimate con- 
nection and union with them, the cultivation of which he regarded as 
superior to every other consideration; nay so lar did he carry this attach- 
meiit, that, in consequence of it, his property, his honor and his life were 
hourly put to the hazard, through the suspicious and evil disposition ot 
the Nabob Surage Ull Dowlah. The circumstances in brief aix* thc.se. 
The Nabob Suraje UU Dowlah’s mind was continually employed in form- 
ing plans of hostility against the English and on the means of extiipating 
them; and my deceased father as constantly engaged in endeavours to 
destroy or render those plans abortive, insomuch that he refused to ficc.om- 
pany him to the seige of Calcutta, and, notwithstanding his rank (holding 
the station of. General of the forces) and his near connection with the 
Nabob Mohabad Jung (whose sister he had maiTied), yet in consecpience 
of the obstinacy of the Nabob Suraje Ul Dowlah, and his deafness to 
advice, he relinquished all his greatne.ss, and before the battle of Plassey 
resigned his post. 


[5] Although the. Nabob Suraje Ul Dowlah (whose disposition is 
well known), in consequence of this conduct, was daily planning the dis- 
grace or death of my father, yet he, setting more value on the English 
friendship than on his own life, frequently declared amongst his family 
that if Suraje Ul Dowlah should put him to death for his attachment' to 
the English, he was convinced they would remember his friendship, both 
here and in Europe, and return it in such a manner to his family as should 
never be forgotten, but become known, to the whole world. 


[6] Accordingly little time elapsed before the English, actuated by 
principles of justice, by a nice discernment of merit, and in conformitv 
to the claims of friendship, rewarded my father for his attachment, by 
placing him in the Government of the three Soubahs, and the closest 
alliance was formed between them. 


was f *e English to their engagements 

ou ffindi f J T ’ conversation through- 

form a cm n^',- *cir friendship, and was anxious to 

prosperity ot the r? ’’ “t of their conduct the rank and 

p spenty ot the Company have been daily on the increase. 

peopU of thw ^ant my prayers and those of the whole 

up r tins country, and make them flourish more, day by day. 

fflLtrious engagements, contracted between my father and 

n>ation anneSSme ^ i"'”’ 
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(The ircalics with Mccr Judier arc iii!»cr(c(l licrc). 

[lo] Afterwards, when on the 27111 of Siiahann of liic G .Son, niy 
father, by tlic decree of tlic Ahnighiy, was about to (luit this transitory 
life for an internal one, being on his death bed lie addressed himself to 
Baboo Bhcguni my mother, and to iny brothers in tliesc words. 

“Although you arc now apparently about to lose my protection, yet 
1 have formed the closest and most intimate friendship, and have con- 
tracted engagements with a nation who will always treat you ami your 
posterity with even superior attention to what they liave done in my life 
time, and from regard to their own fame, and the faith of their engage- 
ments will not fail lo support your honor and dignity. On you it is 
incumbent, inviolably, to observe all the duties of friendship towards 
them, to the end of your lives” these were Ids last injunctions. 

fnj After his death, by the favour of God and the friendship of the 
illustrious gentlemen, my eldest brother, the Nabob Nudjeem Ul Dowlah, 
Nudjeem Ul dicn Ally Khan, was lixed In the Soubahdarry of the three 
provinces; and the illustrious chiefs of the English nation, induced there- 
to by a sense of right, concluded a treaty with my brother, of the same 
nature of that whicli had subsided between them and my father, and 
in every instance paid tlic greatest attention to liis dignity and honor, 

[la] The following Is a copy of the treaty in English and Persian, 
under the seal and signature of iny brother Nudjeem Ul Dowlah, whicli 
I shall insert for your inspection. 

(Here follows the treaty) 

[13] My brother continued about two years in the Soubahdarry of 
the provinces, when it pleased the Almighty lo remove him from this 
Avorld, on the 27th of Zckaida of the 7th Sun. On this my next brother, 
the Nabob Sief Ul Dowlah, was put in po^cssion of the government, and 
the illustrious chiefs continued their friendship to him. But at that time, 
from some untoward circumstances, and various causes which it tvould be 
useless to particularize, it was determined to reduce the stipend allotted 
for his support. 

[14] Although this was strongly opposed and remonstrated against, 
on the principle that there ought to be no deviation from the engagements 
formed with the Nabob Nudjeem Ul Dowlah, and that it could never be 
consented to, that the treaties of the English were of a nature not to be 
broken through, yet, as my brother had at that time no patron, the reduc- 
tion took place. This deprived a world of people who were dependent 
on the Nazim of subsistence, plunged them into the greatest distress, 
occasioned a considerable diminution in the splendour of the 'Nazim and 
involved his friends and relations in difficulties and disgrace. But he 
hoping that the justice of the English Company and the consideration of 
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their own diffnity would, on no account, suUcr them to give tlieir sanction 
to the reduction, and would in the end induce them to act with then 
former regard to our family, the stipend proposed, notwithstanding the 
distress it occasioned, was agreed to. The following is a copy of the tieatN 
then made with my brother. 

{The Treaty with Sief itl Dowlah) 

[15] Afterwards, wlien on the nynd of Zekaida of the 11th Sun, b\ 
the favour of God and the friendship and justice of the Knglisii gentlemen, 
the administration of the three provinces was vested in me, they continued 
the same conduct to me as they had observed to the Nabob vSief ul Dowdah. 
A new treaty as usual was formed; a copy of which I shall introduce here 
for your information, as well as to explain my situation, 

{The 'Treaty is entered here) 


[16] The stipend was continued on the footing of the above treaty 
for two years five months and seven days, when 1 received a letter from 
Mahaura ul Dowlah, Mr. Cartier, Rustum Jung, informing me that this 
trifling stipend must be reduced even to the half of it — God only knows 
into what a state of affliction this news plungetl us; the reduction of what 
was before so inconsiderable appeared worse than death itself, and im- 
pressed every mind with horror. For your information I shall introduce 
a letter, which I received from Mr. Cartier, containing a promise that 
when I should become of age the Company would shew me favour, and 
pay proper regard to my situation. 


The following is a copy of it, 

“As 1 am a servatit of the Company, it is my duty to pay attention to 
every direction with which they may honor me, and to the utmost of my 
power, carry into execution every order they may give me. But although 
I am the instrument, I cannot without the greatest pain communicate 
^y matter to you which must give you uneasiness. It being a point of 
Duty between a Servant and his Master there is no alternative. In a 
Letter which I have lately received from Europe, from the Company they 
instruct me to iritiraate- to you that they do not think the Stipend you 
ave hitherto enjoyed necessary during -your minority, nor for your Pre- 
'^ent State. The sentiments of the Company are, that during your 
mmonf-y the annual sum of Rs. 15,81,999-9 is sufficient for every purpose, 
von Tk- dignity of your station. I am therefore, to inform 

Exnpn receive the before mentioned sum for your 

tha> attain the Age of Twenty one Years, I doubt not 

what attention to your situation, and will add 

y may judge proper to the above sum.” . . . ! 

necessmv preservation of the English friendship was absolutely 

of his Ufe- ^ m father had persevered in it, even at the hazard 

' also, notwithstanding I plainly saw, from the reduction of 
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my stipend to so inconsiderable a sum, lim grcatcsl and most insuppor- 
labk difTicultlcs, the ruin o^ all iiiy dependants and friends, and of every 
one connected ■vviili my family, yet hopitig that patience might produce 
future good, and relying on the integrity and good faith of the Hnglish, 
on llie promises implied in Mr. Cartier’s letter, and in the orders of the 
Cotnpany, I was necessitated to assent. From lliat time the distresses and 
dilficultics, in which I have been involved, from the inadequacy of 
my income to my cxpcnccs, from the iiiiportnnity of my creditors, and 
the clamours of my scrvatits, arc inconceivable. And although I liavc 
sold great part of my owjt and my nioiher's jewels to ilcfray the unavoid- 
able disbursement of the Nizaimit. ^o that scarce any arc left fit for my 
rank, yet, in the 22nd Sun, there was a debt of near twenty two lacks of 
rupees, due to tlie pensioners and servants of the Nizatmii, including the 
debts of the Nabobs, my predecessors, 

[18] Moreover the Almighty has blessed me with a numerous 
olfspring, consisting, at present, of nine sons and seven tlaiighlcrs, several 
of whom (according to the age fixed by the customs of this country) arc 
marriageable, and by titc same customs the nuptials of the cliildren of men 
of rank arc attended with heavy cxpcnccs. It is also an invariable rule 
on the marriage of a daughter to confer on. the son-in-law honorable titles, 
and a stipend adequate to the support of tlicm. 

■ [19] AUho\igh my rank and dignity arc well known throughout 
Hindostan, yet, as it is equally known that I am so intijnatcly connected 
with the Company that our credit is inseparably blended, should matters 
of such importance be neglected it will reflect disgrace not on me alone, 
but on the Company. This requires your most serious attention, as under 
my present circumstances it is impossible for me, without your assistance. 
10 accomplish these several objects. ^ 

[20] From the time when the reduction of my stipend took place I 
looked forward to the age of twentyone years, when I trusted that all my 
difficulties and distresses would be changed into case and happiness, by 
the performance of your promises. When I had reached that age, consi- 
dering the difficulties in ivhich the Company were involved from a variety 
of occurrences, and afterwards by the wars, both in this country and in 
Europe, that it was inconsistent with the duties of friendship to trouble 
them, under such circumstances, with a representation of ray sufferings, 
and that I ought rather to bear a part in theirs, I patiently waited for a 
more favourable opportunity, although, in the mean time, ray distresses 
became insupportable, and many of the dependants of the Nizamut were 
totally ruined. 

[21] When, by the blessing of God, and through my ardent wishes, 
and midnight prayers, and those of all connected with me, peace was 
restored in every quarter, and the Company, relieved from their troubles, 
■were victorious every where, and I neither sa^v nor heard of any steps 
being taken to remove or alleviate my sufferings, which daily increased, 
and at last arrived at such a pitch as to be insupportable, I found myself 
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indispensibly obliged to represent my situation to you, and to call your 
attention to it. ' 

[22] As my connection, gentlemen, is solely with you, and to you I 
look for the performance of your engagmiicnts, I have judged it proper 
to depute a person, as my agent, immediately to you. 

[23] I have accordingly made choice of Sir John D'Oyly, one of youi 
servants, a gentleman who has long resided Avith me as your Resident, has 
been witness of my distresses, is perfectly acquainted with my sentiments 
and who, from attachment to both parties, will, I doubt not, prove agree- 
able to you for this office. 

[24] He Avill remain on the spot, will represent to you distresses 
under which I labour, solicit your compliance with my requests, on my 
part concert with you a plan for the restoration of my affairs, and for 
securing the ease and happiness of all the dependants of the Nizamut, on 
the terras of former treaties; he will also, from time to time, make such 
applications to you as my situation may demand, and obtain and com- 
municate to me your replies. 

[25] I request that you will regard whatever that gentleman shall 
represent to *you, on my part, as proceeding immediately from myself, and 
as equally authentic. 

[26] 1 trust in you, gentlemen, that you will not delay to afford me 
relief, but that you will, by complying with the subjoined requests, fulfil 
the terms of your engagements, and attend to the preservation of ray 
dignity. 


[27] A speedy attention to these points Avill spread the fame of the 
Company for integrity and good faith, throughout the universe, and ren- 
der me eternally grateful. My situation will not admit of delay. On the 
fullest conviction of your friendship and justice I have assured my credi- 
tors, and claimants of every denomination, that as soon as you are acquaint- 
ed with these circumstances you ivill instantly apply a remedy. In the 
same confidence I have satisfied myself Avith the delay of the marriages 
0 my children, and of many other matters indispensibly requisite. 


siinrii!^ .Should it be the determination of your Honourable Court to 
foriLr all the numerous relations and dependants of the 

their Vini who, from time immemorial, derived their subsistence from 
the reduction of the stipend of 

benecess?r^ reduced to the utmost penury and Avant, it will 

dm stinend^ J revert to the former establishment; as any thing less than 
'voukUe treaty Avith the Nabob Nudjeem Ul Dowlah, 

proper deoree the dignity of the Nizamut, to support a 

depend on'" it provide decent subsistence for those who 
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[29] As my ^vanis are greater so my expectations from the Honorable 
Company exceed even what they granted to the aforesaid Nabob, and arc 
founded on these grounds. First — that my aforesaid brother had no 
children, and by the aisioins of this country children are the causes of 
very heavy cxpcnccs. The Almighty has blessed me with a very numerous 
offspring, each individual of whotii must be supported with a degree of 
state equal to my rank, or both father atid child will fall into disgrace and 
contempt. Second — The distresses I have c-xpericnccd from the delay, of 
ten or twelve years, in the expectation of the performance of the Company's 
engagements. This was not the case with my brothers. Independent of 
this, all the debts of my brothers and the expenccs of supporting all their 
women, dependants etc., etc., have fallen on me. Front these circumstances 
I look for superior assistance at the hands of the Company. 

[30] As the Almighty delegates his power to princes and magistrates 
for the purpose of supporting the needy, and for the ease and happiness 
of mankind, a multitude of people in Bengal derived their subsistence 
from the bounty of the Nazim's, the fame of which brought numerous 
bodies, in expectation of a livelihood, from the different parts of Hindos- 
tan, from Persia, etc,, nor were they disappointed. There arc still thou- 
sands of these, in the utmost distress, who look forward with hope to the 
rc'eslablishment of the ease and splendour of the Nizamut, through the 
liberality of the Company. In tact innumerable Nfussulmans, and others, 
entirely depend on the Nizamut for a subsistence. 

[31] When on tlie accession of die Nabob Nudjeem U 1 Dowlah the 
sum allotted for the cxpences of the Nizamut, the subsistence of its depen- 
dants and the support of its splendour, was fixed at upwards of fifty lacks 
of rupees, and that this decrease, from what it had been in the time of 
the Nabob, my father and his predecessors, occasioned such ruin and 
distress to multitudes in Bengal; let the Honorable Company consider’ 
how infinitely the distress must have been aggravated when the stipend 
was reduced to the trifling sum of sixteen lacks, and that to the former 
established expences were added those of supporting all the women, rela- 
tions. connections, and dependants of my father and the succeeding 
Nazims, (which in Hindostan amount to an incredible number, and incon- 
ceivable expence) and they will then be able to form some judgment of 
the present miserable state of the Nizamut. 

[32] Those who are acquainted with the manners and customs of 
different countries know that most of the Mussulmans, in this country, 
are totally detached from trade and manufactures, particularly those who 
have been in the service of the king or princes of the country, ^vho are 
accustomed to consider their offices as for life. This being the case, it 
must be evident, to what a state' of distress, all under this predicament, 
with their families must be reduced, from having been so many years out 
of employ, through my inability to retain them in pay. 

Although the representation of these matters may appear degrading 
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to my dignity, yet how long must I be patient? How long must I wait? 
When life becomes a burden, and honor can no longer be supported, man 

is most miserable. 


[93] Impressed with the firmest conviction that your illustrious body, 
from regard to your own fame, (which from such conduct; will spread 
through Hindostan and the whole universe) will adopt such measures as 
will remedy past evils, and restore the people here to ease and happiness. 
It would be improper to press you on the subject, were it not, that should 
it happen, from the great distance, and from delay in the consideration 
and deciding on these matters, much time should be lost, the existence 
of those abovementioned would become insupportable, and the greatest 
disgrace, dishonor and ruin be brought upon me. I conjure you, there- 
fore, for God’s sake, speedily to apply^ a remedy to our sufferings. My 
requests are: 


First . — ^That as I have now attained my twenty-eighth year, and am 
perfectly competent to the management of my own affairs in the properest 
manner, niy undoubted right to be master in my own family, by the 
appointment and dismission of my minister (Naib) and servants, be 
acknowledged. It can never be necessary that any interference should take 
place in matters of this kind, such interference has already been highly 
detrimental to my concerns; and God is my witness, that but for the 
kindness and friendly attention of the Governor General, and the mea- 
sures he has taken for the regulation of my affairs, I should, at this time, 
have been involved in tenfold debt and distress. By means of his kind- 
ness, and the assiduity of Sir John D’Oyly, my affairs have been put in 
such a train as to enable me to expect your determination. My obliga- 
tions to the Governor General are boundless. Where [were] I to write 
volumes on the subject I could never sufficiently express my gratitude. The 
virtues which adorn his character are precious gifts of the Almighty to 
the people of Hindostan, and insure to them the enjoyment of comfort 
and ease. That Godmiay preserve his life and power, and long continue 
him in the Government of this country, is not my wish alone, but that 
of the whole people. 


Second.— As the first passion, in the heart of man, is the desire to 
prese^e that degree of rank and dignity in which he was born I am hope- 
u , t at your illustrious body, taking this into consideration, will make 
support the honor of the Nizamut, both here and in Europe, 
tinn Tp rnarks of regard to me as may tend to the augmenta- 

dignity. I am induced to make this request, because your 
sDoken regard to every degree of rank is universally known, and 


the Mahomed Ally Khan^ 

body has exaUM August Majesty and your illustrious 

«y. nas exalted your credit and fame everywhere. 

e then, the claims of my father, and his firm attachment were sc 



far superior to those of any one else, and were raiihcd by treaties and 
eugagenicms, since those claims and that altaclnneiu liave descended to me, 
and since, moreover, the superiority of rank, wliicli tlie Nazims of Ikngal, 
iJaliar and Orixa enjoy above all otlicr Nabobs, cannot be unknown 
to you, namely, that they possess three of the highest marks of dignity under 
the empire of Iliudostan; the right of riding in a Nalekin, (generally 
reserved to the blood royal) that of granting titles of nobility, and tliat 
of fighting elephants; (privileges granted only to the Nazims of llcngal) 
I trust that, in consideration of these circumstances and of your constant 
regard and attention to cstablishctl rights, ton trill not suifer my dignity 
to be infringed. Although the great respect shewn me by the Governor 
General, on every occasion, calls for my warmest gratitude, and Gotl is my 
witness, that I am so perfcciiy satisfied ihcrcwiili, that, had I a tlionsand 
longues, I should fail in the praises justly tlue to his virtues, yet, as sucli 
qualities would lie found with difficulty cUewIicre, llic consideration of 
the future leads me to rctpicsi you will direct, that the forms of rc.spect 
due to my rank mav he invariably obserted. 

Third . — As the city of Moorshedabad had been, for great number 
of years, the residence of the Na/hns. and is now mine, permit me to call 
your aiteniioii to the peculiar circumstances of disgrace in which the 
whole country must see me involvctl. I, whose predecessors possessed the 
govcrmneiu of the three provinces, have no authority in the very city of 
my residence, and in the environs where arc situated the parks and hunt- 
ing places appertaining to the former Nazims, and still left to me, though, 
without exaggeration, not a thousandtii part of our former possessions. 
The establishment of Magistrates, and of a variety of authorities in this 
city, independent of me, is attended with confusion, sinks the credit of 
the Nazim and produces numberless mischiefs to ilie inferior classes of the 
people. Upon these considerations I am led to request that the govern- 
ment of this city, which contains my numerous relations, dependants and 
connections, and the administration of justice ilierein, may rest solely with 
me. This would be a measure securing equally, the ease and happiness 
of the people, and the credit of the Nazim. 

You will please to observe further that my request has only relation 
to the government of the city and the administration of justice, and is 
entirely unconnected with the revenue, or management of the country; 
and to be held under the comroul of your Council, whose instructions I 
should ever make it a point to comply with invariably, as I have hitherto 
done. Of this your illustrious body may rest fully assured. 

Fourth . — As it is of the utmost consequence to iny happiness, and 
the proper management of my affairs, that the gentleman appointed to 
reside with me, on your part, should be possessed of abilities, a good 
disposition and a thorough knowledge of the manners and customs of 
the country, allow me to request that you will give strict orders to your 
government here, that, whenev'er there may be occasion to appoint a new 
Resident, they may be very particular in the choice of the person, and 
consult with me before the final determination takes place. 
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pm— As it cannot but be universally acknowledged that when a 
divided authority, exists in a family self interested people taking advan- 
taae of it will by their intrigues, sow division between brethren or be- 
tween parems and their ehildren, which is attended with inconceivab e 
mischiifs- to guard against these evils, in my family, it is particularly 
rZSe that 1 as the head of it, should be invested with authority over 
aU the dependants of the Nizamtit, and over all the relations and connec- 
tions, both great and small, [of] my deceased father and brethren. 


rail Should I abuse this authori.ty the gentlemen of your Council 
are competent to take cognizance thereof, and would doubtless, in such 
case, give me proper advice, which I should invariably attend to. 

Sixth . — As the debts due from the Nizamut, which on a settlement in 
the 22nd Sun amounted to near twenty two lacks of rupees, must be dis- 
charged; the jewels and furniture (which I have been obliged to dispose 
of, during the time of my confined income) replaced; the nuptials of my 
children celebrated, which, by the customs of this country, must take place 
at a very early period of life, and if delayed be highly disgraceful to the 
family, and, as besides all this, I am bound to support and provide for 
my connections and dependants, who have suffered the greatest distress 
in the expectation of the accomplishment of the Company’s engagements; 
I therefore hope for your justice that, to enable me to perform all these 
obligations, you will grant me the increase of authority and stipend above 
solicited, which can only be effected by reverting to the treaty made with 
the Nabob Nudjeem U 1 Dowlah. 


[35] 1 further hope, that agreeably to your promises, you will make 
good to me, at one payment, the difference between the sums, I have, and 
those I ought to have received from the time I came of age until now, at 
the rate stipulated in the treaty made at my accession; that I may imme- 
iately apply a remedy to past evils, and that the fame of the goodness 
and liberality of the Company may be spread throughout the world, and 
the blessings of heaven insured to them, both here and hereafter. , 


[3^] f make it my earnest intreaty that, having considered my several 

'cquests and determined upon them, you will transmit your resolutions 

lereon, specifying explicity the amount of the stipend to be allowed me 

other particulars in a Bengal packet, with your positive 

'inrl tin? Government here to carry them implicitly into execution, 

which suffer it to depend on them, lest delay should arise, 

orderc ^ highly injurious to me. I also request that, whatever 

them in ott the subject, you will enclose me a copy of 

“cm m a letter from yourselves. 

'itue^?he in the justice of your Hon’ble Court that you will attri- 

to no other rn., ° repetition of complaints it contains 

cause than that of the greatest distress. 



Al*rKNDICK.S 


iyy^ 


[38] Whoever hibours under excess of pain and aliliction will inevi- 
tably coinplAin. On this consideration yon will, 1 Hatter in)sclf, excuse 
the great trouble 1 have given you, and with the utjuost expedition apply 
a remedy. 

['I9] D'Oyly is perfectly acquainted svith all the foregoing 

particulars, and with every seiitiiiieiit of niy lieart; he will represent (hent 
to you and clear up any doubt which may arise on aity of the articles. 

[40] You will. I doubt not. approve of hi.s appointment, and will 
])a\ the same attention to what he shall represent as if proceeding from 
myself. 

A true translation of the Nabob Moharack ul dowlali's letter to the 
best of niy judgemettt. 


j. n. n’Ovi.Y. 


V 


Sir, 


[i] The enclosed paper is a copy of the alteration, which in obed- 
ience to the orders of the Honorable* Committee, I have presented to 
Mr. Snj/tli, the Cotnpany's .Solicitor, and wijich I am anxious to have 
inserted in the lease for New Harbour instead of the clause, which subjects 
the whole property to forfeiture in case a dry dock for ships of 74 guns 
is not finished in seven years. 

^ [3] The completion of my plan jnust greatly depend, sir, upon the 

disposition of people in Bengal to join me in the vigorous prosecution of 
it; but the idea of forfeiting the harbour, in case unavoidable accidents 
.should happen, to interrupt the work of the dry docks, and prevent their 
completion, will, sir, I fear, operate a prohibition against the undertaking. 

[3] Notwithstanding the very heavy losses which I have sustained, 
and the discouragements which I have met with, I still possess an anxious 
zeal to go on with the enterprize, in the most firm confidence, that the first 
naval campaign will prove to the Honorable Court of Directors that my 
plan is practicable, and that the British fleet will derive from it most 
important advantages, over the enemy, in point of time. 


[4] The information which I might obtain by going to visit the 
royal ports, previous to my departure, would prove of great use to me in 
the prosecution of the work; and leads me to hope for a speedy decision. 
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as it would admit of time for me to collect that kind of knowledge on 
which the good success of my plan so much depends. 


Cecil Street, 
the 18th August 1785. 
William Devaynes Esqr. 
Chairman of the Honorable 
Court of Directors. 


I have the honor to be. 

With the highest respect 
Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble 
servant. 

Benjamin Lacam. 


V{a) 

Alteration, proposed hy Mr. Lacam, to be made in the lease fot Neiu 
Harbour. 

And within the term of seven years after the arrival of the said B. L. 
in Bengal, he shall prepare a careening harbour, which shall be capable 
of receiving His Majesty’s and the Company’s ships, to any extent of num- 
ber and size; and that dry docks for ships of all dimensions shall be made 
at the said harbour, within the term of ten years, under a penalty of two 
thousand pounds. 


V(b) 


[1] Pursuant to the order of the Joint Committee of Correspondence 
and Shipping of 3rd August last, Mr. Lacam has communicated to me his 
remarks on the draft of the lease of New Harbour, proposed to be granted 
to him, respecting the alterations he wished to have made therein. 

[2] The parts of the draft on which his observations arose are 
marked with letters from A. to G : but upon considering the whole, in the 
conference ! had with him, he agrees to waive all his objections except on 
the two following points, which he desires may be submitted to the con- 
sideration of the committee, viz., 


1. The clauses which subject to him to damages for not supplying 
stores of quality equal to the prices he may demand for them, 
and for not allowing ships, in default of his supplying stores of 
good quality and at the stipulated profit, to procure and supply 
their own stores. 

2- The clause which limits his finishing the docks to the term of 
7 years. 


tronli former of these points Mr. Lacam wishes to avoid the 

everv uncertainty of an appeal to a court of law upon 

and to rw respecting the quality and price of stores, 

Genenl ^ to ‘^^^se matters may be referred to the Governor 

willing determination he is 

o abide, and that the same should be final. It seems to me that 
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this mode of dctcnuiiiutiou is shorter and less expensive, and will answer 
every purpose of leaving the parlies to a legal remedy. 

[.}] As to tile latter point Mr. Lacain thinks tlie term of 7 years loo 
short a period for subjecting him to a forfeiture of ilie lease, for not com- 
pleating the docks; more especially, if the term commences from tlie dale 
of tile lease in England; lie therefore desires that he may be alJoucd i« 
years from the time of liis arrival in India. It was Mr. Lacam’s wish that, 
instead of being subject to a forfeiture of the lease for not making the 
docks, he should only be liable to a pecuniary forfeiture, but on reconsi- 
dering the subject, he does nut make a point of it, but consents to take 
tlie lease subject to forfeiture, having the term enlarged. Having consi- 
dered the object of this lease, and all circumstances attending it, I don’t 
think Mr. Lacam’s retjuesi an tinreasonnble one in substance, and shall 
only propose to var) it a little in mode. If the lease was to commence 
from its dale in England a great part of llie 7 years would 
probabU be elapsed before he could gel to work, it may likely be 8 or 9 
inntiihs before he will arrive in India; and after he gets there, as lie lialli 
not funds of his own to proceed in the work, a great deal of time must be 
spent in engaging monied men to be concerned with him, or to give him 
elfcciiial assistance to carry on the undertaking, and after this, all necessary 
materials and workmen arc to be collected before the work can begin; in 
all which matters two or three years of the lime may be lost. But if the 
term of to years is to commence from the time of Mr. Lacam’s arrival in 
India it ivould be in his power entirely to defeat it, by not going in India 
at all, 1 would therefore recommend that the lease should be executed in 
India by the Governor General and Council under the Company’s seal 
there, and that the term of to years should commence from the day of 
the date. The executing the lease in India may also be attended with the 
advantage of making it more perfect, and freer from errors. Many things 
may occur upon the spot which cannot be observed here, and at all events 
a correct plan of tlie demised premises may be taken to be annexed to the 
lease, examined and authenticated by the Company’s Surveyor; the plans 
here, I believe, have not been so examined and authenticated; if any altera- 
tions or additions to the covenants or conditions of the lease should appear 
necessary the Governor General and Council should be authorized to 
make them, so as to make it more explicit and explanatory as to the spirit 
and meaning of the lease, which I conceive to be that Mr. Lacam should 
perfect a work of publick utility, and in consideration thereof, that he 
should have the protection and support of Government, both in executing 
it and in securing to him afterwards such fair advantages as the proprietor 
ought to enjoy from such a work, subject to such checks and controul as 
may be necessary to protect the publick interests. If the committee shall 
see proper to have the lease executed and the old pottah surrendered 
abroad the draft of the lease, as agreed to here, should be signed by Mr. 
Lacam and the Company, and he should consent that the Governor 
General and Council may make such alterations or additions, consistent 
with the spirit and meaning thereof, as they may find necessary to make 
it more explicit, and to guard and prota:t the publick interests, and he 
should agree that he will accept the lease, so added to or altered, and will 
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execute a counterpart thereof, and surrender his old pottali. 

N. B. there are some blanks in the draft to be filled up by the committee. 

John Smith 
27th September 1785. 


V(c) 

Al. a Joint Committee of Correspondence and Shipping, 
the yth October 178$. 

Your Committee have resumed the consideration of the various appli- 
cations made by Mr. Benjamin Lacam, concerning New Harbour in Bengal 
river, and also the letters from the Right Hon’ble Lord Sidney, one of 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretarys of State, recommending Mr. Lacam to 
the Company, and having maturely deliberated on the state of Mr. Lacam s 
claims, and the object of making a dock or docks at New Harbour, have 
settled a draft of a lease to be granted to Mr. Lacam for the purpose of 
making a dock or docks, and harbour for ships. To hold for the term of 
1,000 years at a pepper corn rent for the first ten years, and the rent of 
100 sicca rupees for the remainder of the term, under certain restrictive 
covenants and agreements to secure the use and advantages of the harbour 
and docks to this country and the ancient free navigation of Channel Creek 
to the public; in consideration of certain reasonable allowances, .to be 
made to the lessee and covenants, to prevent the dock and harbour com- 
ing into the hands of foreigners or being used by them without license 
from the Company’s Government in Bengal, which draft of a lease the 
Committee submit to the Court, recommending that it should be executed 
m India by the Governor General, and Council under the Company’s seal 
there, and that it should be dated and executed within twelve months 
bom this time, with a liberty for the Governor General and Council to 
make such alterations in or additions to the covenants and agreements, in 
the lease, as may appear necessary to make it more explicit and explana- 
tory, and the better to forward the spirit and object of the lease, in respect 
to such checks and controul, as may be proper to protect the public 
mteiests, and, at the same time, to secure to Mr. Lacam the support of 
>o\ eminent in executing the work, and such future advantages as the 
pioprietoi of a public work ought to enjoy. And for the purpose of put- 
og an end to further disputes and altercations, in this business, your 
recornmend that an approbation of the draft of the 
beh ilf ^f^'i ^^g^^d in triplicate by the Secretary, by order and on 

and o ^ Company, and by Mr. Lacam who should agree to surrender 

p(>ttah, in consideration of this new lease, and should 
dncrdii a r General and Council may make such alterations 

diev r 1 with the spirit and meaning thereof, as 

proicct ™ake it more explicit and to guard and 

1v;hc interests, and he should agree that he will accept the 

I '-I to 01 altered, and that he will execute a counterpart thereof. 



(>30 


APPENDICES 


And chc Governor General and Council should be ordered to have the 
plan, to be annexed to the said lease, examined, to sec that it Is correct 
and if nut, lo have it currected and made perfect. 


V(d) 

At a Court of Directors helil on Wednesday the 19th October 1785. 

'Die Joint Coininiiiee of Correspondence and Shipping in a report 
dated the 7th insuim, now read, submitting to the Court draft of a lease 
to be granted to Mr. Benjamin Lacaiii. for the purpose of making a dock 
or docks and harbour for sliips in Bengal. 

The said draft was read and approved. 

And in pursuance of what is fiinher reconnnendeti in the said report 
ii was: 


Resolved iliat the said lease be executed in India by the Governor 
General and Council, under the Company’s seal there. 

That it be dated and executed within twelve months from this 
lime, with a liberty for the Governor General and Council to make 
such alterations in or additions to, the covenants and agreements in 
the lease, as may appear ncccssar)', to make it more explicit and 
explanatory. 

That an approbation of the draft of the lease be signed in 
triplicate by the Secretary, by order and on behalf of the Company, 
and by Mr. Lacam who should agree to surrender and give up his 
old pottah in consideration of this new lease, and should consent that 
the Governor General and Council may make such alterations or 
additions, consistent with the spirit and meaning thereof, and also 
consent to accept tlie lease, so added to or altered, and to execute a 
counterpart thereof. 

That the Governor General and Council be ordered to have the 
plan, to be annexed to the said lease, examined to see that it is correct, 
and if not, lo have it corrected and made perfect, 

V(e) 


This Indenture made the— 


Day of in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord Geoi^e the third, by the Grace of 
God of Great Britain France and Ireland, King Defen- 
To he dated wjthm Faith etc. and in the year of our Lord 178[5] 


between the United Company of Mer- 


nionths from 7lJi 
October, 1785. 

chants of England, trading to the East Indies of the 
one part and Benjamin Lacam, of the town of Calcutta in the province 
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nf Beneal Merchant of the other part. Witnesseth that for and- m consi- 
deraS of tL surrender of a certain pottah or lease, bearing date he 
1st day of June which was in the year of our Lord 177b, made and 
to the^said Benjamin Lacam by the Calcutta Committee of Revenue foi 
and on behalf of the said United Company, and sealed with the said Com- 
pany’s Persian seal of certain land, liberties and prtviledges therein and 
hereinafter mentioned, amongst other things therein contained, and ahso, 
for and in consideration of. the rents, covenants and agreements hetem- 
after reserved, mentioned and contained on the part and behalf of the 
said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators and assigns to be paid, 
observed, performed and kept. The said United Company have demised, 
leased, set and to farm, let, and by these presents (as far as they lawfully 
may or can) do demise, lease, set to farm, let unto the said Benjamin 
Lacam, his executors, administrators and assigns. All that piece or parcel 
of jungle or rough land situate, lying and being at Channel Creek in the 
Sunderbunds in the said province of Bengal, being part or parcel of the 
said United Company’s lands, commonly called the 24 Purgunnahs, con- 
taining by admeasurement 300 acres of land; about one half of which, said 
piece or parcel of land, lies on the south east side of Corrollea Creek in 
Barratulla River or Channel Creek, and the other half thereof on the 
north east side of the same creek. As the same is more particularly 
delineated and described in that part of the plan or map, hereunto annexed, 
stained green, with full and free liberty, power and authority to and for 
him the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators and assigns 
to clear the said ground and to make such erections and buildings thereon, 
as he shall think fit, for the purpose of establishing an harbour for the 
reception of ships, to be called by the name of New Harbour, with such 
docks, Avays, wharfs, pier, heads, mooring places and other conveniences 
as shall be useful for the building and repairing of ships, and for their 
loading and unloading and laying in safety, together rvith such houses of 
habitation, warehouses and other buildings as he or they shall think fit; 
and also full and free liberty, power and authority to and for him the 
said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators and assigns to do all 
and every such matters and things as he shall think fit for the improve- 
nent an convenience of the said harbour, and for the use of shipping 
resorting thereto, in that part of the said creek adjoining to the said land, 
within the red lines drawn upon the said plan, hereunto 
nnei^d, from a point marked (G) below Corrollea Creek, at the distance 
soiub quarter, bearing from the flag staff south-west and by the 

from tbp Corrollea Creek, at the distance of half a mile 

north west another line drawn from the point of the 

above CorroUpn r Creek, intersecting the former line to a point 

said creek with marked (D), at the distance of two miles from the 
River or appropriate the whole space upon Barratulla 

"To the uses amt between the said red lines and the shore, 

reserving to nil harbour, but nevertheless saving and 

creek and Avater a whatsoever, the free use of the said 

^^yond the same fov nullahs, near or 

vessels, Avith libertv tr. ^ ®_ud repassing of all and every boats and 

ty remain their, [there], and to get wood and water, 
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i)i like imnmcr, :is ilic ^aid places have been lieretofore iiicai by toiimry 
boats and vessels. To have and to hold the saiil land with the appurt’s 
and all and every the liberties, powers and authorities herein before men- 
tioned unto the said henjuinin Lacatn, his executors, administrators and 
assigns, from the a5th clay of Deccinher now next ensuing, for and during 
and unto tlic full end and term of 1,000 years front thence next ensning, 
and fully to be complcat aud ended. Yielding and pasing therefore yearly 
and every year, during the said term, unto the said United Company, their 
successors or assigns, the respective yearly rent liercinafler mentioned, 
(that is to say) for the first 10 years, of the said term, the yearly rent of 
one pepper corn ojily and for the residue of the said term the yearly retit or 
sum of 100 rupees, wltich said several yearly rents shall be respectively paid 
on the 25th day of Dccctnbcr in every year, to the proper ollicer, of the 
said United Company, nppoittied to collect and receive tljc said United 
Company's rents, at his house or office at Calcutta, aforesaid or at such 
other place wliere he shall reside or be for the purpose of collecting and 
receiving rents, due and payable to the said Utiited Company for, or in 
respect of the district of land called the a.j purgunnabs; and t!»e same 
shall be paid free of and without any deduction, tlcfalcaiion or abatement 
on any account or pretence whatsoever. Anil tlic said Benjamin Lacnm 
for himself, his executors, administrators and assigns, doth covenant, pro- 
mise and agree to and with the said United Company, their successors and 
assigns, by these presents, in manner and form, following (that is to say) 
that he the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, admittisirators and assigns 
siiali and will, well ami truly, pay or cause to he paid unto the said United 
Company, their successors or assigns, the several and respective yearly 
rents, herein before mentioned and reserved for tlic said premises, yearly 
and every' year, at the time and place and in manner and form, herein- 
before mentioned, without making any deduction, defalcation or abatement 
on any account or pretence whatsoever. And also that, he the said Ben- 
jamin Lacam, his c.xecutors, administrators and assigns shall and will, at 
his or their own proper costs and charges, within the space of 10 years, 
from the day of the date of these presents, make, construct and complcat, 
in and upon [some] proper and convenient part or portion of the land, 
hereby demised, mentioned or intended, so to be one 
To be Oaicd wijJjin dry dock at the least in all respects proper and siiffi- 
cient for the reception, refuting and repairing of any 
‘ of His Majesty's ships of ivar of 74 guns, and of any 

of the ships belonging to or in the employ of the said United Company, 
and from and after the ftnishing and compleating the same shall and u’ill, 
at all times, for and during the continuance of the term, hereby demised, 
at his and their own proper costs and charges, well and sufficiently repair, 
amend and keep the same and every of them in, by and withall, and all 
manner of needful and necessary repairs and amendments whatsoever, so 
that the sa[mc] may at all times be in proper and sufficient condition for 
the rece[ption], refitting and repairing such ships as aforesaid, and shall 
not [nor], will, erect, or make or cause or permit to be erected and made 
any building or other work, whereby the said dock or docks shall or may 
be rendered unfit to receive, refit and repair such ships [as] aforesaid. 
And also, that he the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators 
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and assigns shall and will, from time to time and at all times during the 
continuance of the said term (except [only] during such time as the d y 
dock or docks, to be made upon the said premises, shall be necessarily 1 
pairing) admit and receive into the dock or docks, to be made in or upon 
the said premises, within the said term of 10 years, or at any subsequent 
time or times as the same shall become vacant [or] empty; any ot His 
Majesty’s ships of war which can get into the said dock or docks, and all 
ships belonging to and in the employ of the said United Company, then 
and there to be refitted and repaired upon payment to the said Benjamin 
Lacam, his executors, administrators or assigns or to his or their servants, 
of such and the like rates and customs as at that time shall be paid, foi 
entering and continuing in the said United Company s dock, at Bombay, 
and that at alb times His Majesty’s ships of war and the ships belonging 
to or in the employ of the said United Company shall, in all cases, be 
entitled to have and shall have a preference of any other ship or vessel 
whatsoever. And in order to prevent extravagant charges in the repairing 
and refitting of ships and vessels, in and upon the docks and ways, to be 
made upon the said demised premises the said Benjamin Lacam for him- 
self, his heirs, executors, administrators arid assigns doth hereby covenant, 
promise and agree to and with the said United Company, their successors 
and assigns, that he the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administra- 
tors and assigns shall not nor will at any time ask, demand, require or 
take for any stores or materials to be used in the repairing or refitting any 
ship or vessel whatsoever, for which the said docks or ways shall be used, 
any payment or price exceeding 20 per cent over and beyond the ordinary 
market price or value, at that time, of the like stores or materials at the 
town of Calcutta in the said proviiice of Bengal. And if the said Benja- 
min Lacam his executors, administrators or assigns shall refuse to repair 
and refit the said ships or vessels, and to supply such stores and materials 
as he shall be possessed of or shall require, and take any such payment 
puce, exceeding 2,q£ gent over and beyond such ordinary market 
pri[ce] as aforesaid, then, and in such case, he or they shall and will pay 
0 t e said United Company and their successors or assigns, as and for 
^aniages, double the value of such extra sum, so to be paid to or received 
them, and the sum of 10,000 rupees for every refusal to repair 
paid^b ' I ^ respective damages to be accounted for and 

clc'hirH ^ ^ United Company to the party or parties aggrieved, after 
uevertb^f charges of recovering the same, [provided] always 

Ihcsc hereby agreed, by and between the said parties to 

^rators^ nr ^ Benjamin Lacam, his executors,' adminis- 
stores and time, [shall] not supply or be able to supply 

upon the said rT^i! ^^pairing and refitting of ships and vessels, in and 

and purpose' ways, of as good quality and as fit for the uses 

can or mv ""’ni , he wanted, to be used and applied as 

in simh o Calcutta. [Then], 

^^Tplied bv the scores or materials as cannot or shall not be 

a^'signs, of surb Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators or 

•»td for the quality as aforesaid, it shall and may be lawLil to 

shall uT’ commanders of such ships and vessels; 

e at liberty to procure and use their own stores and 
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iiuiicrials. in and abuiU the repairing and rebuing ti)c said ships and 
vessels, in and upon ihe said ducks and ways; and such stores and male 
rials shall be used and employed accordingly, without making any pay- 
ment or allowance in res]}ccL thcicof. to the said Benjamin Lacam, his 
executors, administrators or. assigns. And if the said Benjamin Lacam 
his executors, administratuis or assigns shall not ]}crmit siicii ships, vessels 
to be rcpniied and reiitted, in and upoj) the s;iid docks and ways, iind to 
procure and use tltcir own stores and materials in ilefauU of his or their 
supplying the same, of such good tpiaULy as aforesaid, then, and in sucli 
case, he or they shall and will pay t<i the saitl United Company, as and for 
damages, the sum of 20 per cent, lijson the computed value of such stores 
and materials as shall be wanted for such repairs and rchtting as aforcsjtid, 
such damage to he accoimted for and paid by tlie said United Company 
to the part) or parties aggricvetl. after dethteting the costs and charges of 
recovering the same, provitlcd also, and it is Iicrchy further declared and 
agreed, by «Mid between tlic said parties to these presents, that it sliall and 
111.1) he l.iw/nl to and for ffis Majesty ami his successors, officers and ser- 
vants. and to and for the said United Company and their successors, officers 
and servants and to and for the owners ami captains of any Europe ship 
or ships, to be freighted to or employed by iltc said United Company to 
supply, buy or procure, as they shall think fit. all and every, the stores and 
materials to be tised and employed by them in the repairing and ruhtting 
any such sliips bcluiiging to or employed by them us afore.said. in any of 
the dry docks or upon the ways to be niatlc upon the said premises, and 
shall not be obliged or compcUabjlc] to take such stores or materials from 
the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators or assigns or to 
make any payment or allowance to him or thcju in respect of using or 
procuring their own stores and materials. And in order to prevent the 
great trouble and cxpencc wliich may arise to the p-iriies by resorting to 
a court of law. upon disputes respecting [the] said Benjamin Lacam, his 
executors, administrators or assigns refusing to repair and refit ships or 
to supply them with stores and materials, or respecting the goodness and 
(juality of such stores and materials; it is hereby covenanted, concluded 
and agreed, by and between the parties to these presents, that when, and 
so often, as any dispute or question shall arise between the said Benjamin 
Lacara, his executors, administrators or assigns and any other person or 
' pcr[sons] under the covenants, herein before contained, respecting his being 
liable to such damages as aforesaid, for requiring or taking payment for 
stores or materials of any price exceeding 20 per cent beyond the inarkett 
price thereof at Calcutta, or for not permitting persons to use their own 
stores and materials in default of the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, 
administrators or assigns supply the same of such good quality as herein- 
before is mentioned, or of his being liable to the said penally of 10,000 
rupees for refusing to repair and refit any ship or ships, all and every such 
disputes and questions shall be referred and enquired into and determined 
by the Governor .General and Council of Fort William in Bengal afore- 
said, or by such other person or persons who, for the time being, shall 
have the supreme government and management of the said United Com- 
pany’s possessions and affairs in Bengal, whose determination thereon shall 
be final and conclusive to all the contending parties, and the said Govern- 
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or General .and Council or such other person or persons having the 
supreme government as aforesaid shall be at liberty to award costs to 
either party in respect of such disputes, and in case they shall acquit and 
discharge the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators or assigns 
of any breach of the covenants aforesaid, he and they shall, from therice 
forth, stand acquitted and discharged of the complaint made against him 
accordingly, and if they shall find him or them guilty of any breach or 
breaches of the said covenants or either of them, he or they shall, pay the 
damages and penalties aforesaid, to be ascertained by the said Governor 
General and Council or such other person or persons, as aforesaid, having 
the supreme government at Bengal, within 7 days after their order or 
determination thereon shall be made. And in case any person or persons 
concerned or interested in such disputes or questions, as aforesaid, shall 
refuse, upon reasonable notice, to attend the said Governor General and 
Council or such other person or persons having the supreme government, 
as aforesaid, to make [ouf any complaint or answer or defend any 
complaint,] it shall be lawful for the said Governor General and Council or 
such other person or persons having the supreme government, as aforesaid. 


to make their order and determination ex parte, and the same shall be as 
binding and conclusive as if all parties had attended and been fully heard, 
and no suit or suits at law shall be brought respecting any of the matters 
aforesaid, until after such reference shall have been made, unless the said 
referrees shall refuse or neglect to determine the matter in dispute, for the 
space of 2 months next, after notice thereof, and being required by either 
party to determine the same, and it is hereby agreed that, in case of any 
difference in opinion of the said Governor General and Council, or such 
other person or persons having the supreme government, [as] aforesaid, 
lespecting any question or dispute referred to them, the same shall be 
etermined by the majority of votes or by the casting vote of the presiding 
member, in like manner as all matters of government are to be determined 
y them, and such determination shall be as valid and binding as if they 
had all concurred therein. 


tr Benjamin Lacam for himself, his heirs, executors, adminis- 

doth hereby further covenant, promise and agree to and 
form f u U’^ited Company, their successors and assigns, in manner and 
tors ^ (that is to say) that he the said Benjamin Lacam, his execu- 

term h assigns shall not, nor will, at any time during the 

ormate^'^l^f cihised, land or bring, or cause, procure or suffer any stores 
'mods nr ^ ®^®uiffiing, repairing or fitting of ships or vessels, or any other 
firouffht whatsoever, liable to any [duties], to be landed or 

been firsi ^ demised premises until the same shall have 

to Govern^*^*^^^^^ Custom House at Calcutta, and paid -the duties due 
of legally imported into the said province 

ship or cause, procure or suffer any goods or- 
•'tt Calcutta ^ subject to the payment of any duty to Government 

part therenf ° exported from the said demised premises or any 

blouse at goods shall first be duly entered at the Custom 

any thine- duties thereon shall first be paid> and in case 

^ appen to be done in breach of this covenant, the said 


•14 
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.Ucnjaiiiin Lncaiii, his executors, adiniiiistrators or assigns shall pay Jattiagcs 
lo ilie said United Company or their successors as lierein after is nicntioncd, 
to wit in respect of goods, liable to duty, landed or brought to the said 
demised premises, or shipped or exported fiom thence, at and after [tiiencc], 
of double the amount of sucit duty, and also the sum of 5000 rupees, over 
and above such double duty, for and in respect of every such breach. And 
also, that he the said Benjamin Lacain. his executors, administrators and 
assigns shall not, nor will erect any work, or do any act wliich shall or may 
obstruct or hinder the free use of Channel Creek or other creeks or nullahs, 
near or adjoining thereto, by ships, vessels and boats, in ilie same manner 
as they have heretofore used the same. Nor shall or will demand or require 
to be paid any toll, harbour rate, imposition or payment whatsoever, in 
respect of the said ships, vessels and boats passing the said space of water 
herein before mentioned, to lye between the said red lines and the shore or 
other creeks and nullahs aforesaid, or in respect of their using the same as 
places of safety or for the getting wood and svatcr, in the manner in which 
they have always passed and resorted thereto and used the same, unless such 
boats and vessels shall apply for, and in consequence such applicition shall 
receive any benefit in the use of the works which have been or shall be 
creeled by the said Benjamin Lacam, Ins executors, administrators or .assigns, 
in whidi ca[sc] he or tlicy shall receive sncli pasancni ns shall have been 
previously settled and ascertained by the Governor Gcncr.al and Council of 
Fort William in Bengal, or by such other person or persons who, for the 
time being, shall have tlic supreme government and management of the said 
United Company’s possessions and affairs in Bengal. And for the purpose 
of protecting the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators and 
assigns in the free enjoyment of the works to be erected and made by him, 
both upon land and in the said space of water allotted for the said harbour, 
and to secure to him a reasonable payment from ships, vessels, and boats, 
for such benefit as they may receive from the said works, and also to secure 
the free use of the said creeks and nullahs to such ships, vessels and boats, 
in like manner as they have heretofore enjoyed the same, and lo secure them 
from any exorbitant demands, rates or impositions, in respect or under 
pretence of any benefits derived to them from the said works, it is hereby 
mutually covenanted, declared and agreed, by and between the said parties 
to these presents, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William in Bengal aforesaid, for the time 
being, or for such other person or persons to whom, for the time being, 
the supreme governing and management of the said United Company’s 
possessions and affairs in Bengal shall be committed, to make and establish 
such orders, rules and regulations as they shall think fit, respecting the use 
to be made of the said creeks, nullahs, and waters, by ships, vessels and 
boats of all descriptions resorting thereto, so as on the one hand to protect 
the \voT\iS and business [of the] said harbour from being obstructed, or 
the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators or assigns from 
being deprived of the benefit and advantage reason[able] to be expected 
to arise therefrom, and on the other hand to protect ships, vessels and 
boats from being hinde[red] and obstructed in their ancient and reasonable 
free use and enjoyment of the said waters, creeks, and nullahs; and also 
to settle and ascertain the prices and rates of payment to be made by ships, 
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vessels and boats for such bcnelit as they may receive upon their own 
requisition for the said works. And the same o[rders], rules and regulations, 
prices and rates to revoke [ ], alter and add to, Irom time to time, 

as shall be expedient, all which said orders, rules and leguLitions he 
the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators and assigns, 
shall and will, well and truly, abide by, observe, and perforin, according 
to the true inte[nt] and meaning thereof. And shall and will pay such 
forfeitures and penalties, as shall be stipulated, to be inflicted and paid 
for the breach or nonobservance thereof, in all cases wherein any penalty 
or forfeit[ure] shall be appointed, and shall and will, at all times, observe 
and pay due obedience to all such rules and regulations, orders and direc- 
tions as shall or may, from time to time, be made and given, in and about 
or concerning the premises, by the said Governor General and Council or 
such other person or persons, as aforesaid, having the supreme govern- 
ment of the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal, who, it is hereby agi'eed, 
shall be at liberty, from time to time, to oversee and controul, and that 
they shall have full and compleat superintendence over the proceedings of 
all persons in and about the use and enjoyment of the said creeks, nullahs 
and waters. And the said Benjamin Lacam, for himself, his heirs, execu- 
tors, administrators and assigns doth further cov[enant], promise and agree 
to and with the said United Company, their successors and assigns by these 
presents, in ina[nner] and fonn following, that is to say, that he the said 
Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrator's and assigns .shall not, nor 
will permit the said harbor [to be] resorted to or used by, or do any 
repairs or supply necessaries for any ships or vessels whatsoever, belong- 
[ing] to any European or American prince or state, or to the subject of 
any European or American prince or state, other than, and except the ships 
and vessels of our sovereign Lo[rd] King, and of the said United Company 
and other British subjects, without having previously obtained, in writing, 
t e express license, consent, approbation and permission [of] the Governor 
eneral and Council of Fort William in Bengal or such other person or 
persons who, for the t[ime] being, shall have the supreme governing and 
management of the said United Company’s possessions and affairs in 
snil^ ’ either generally for ships or vessels belonging [to] subjects of any 
specially for the ships or vessels belonging to any individual; 
Coiinr’i after a prohibition received from the said Govern[or] and 
vessels- nr person or persons, as aforesaid, admit such ships or 

sell assiVn assistance whatsoever, nor shall, or will 

liberties m’ ^^lese presents or the premis[es], 

estate or interes7tK°^^- granted, or any part thereof, or. any share, 

thereof for In or grant any under lease thereof, or of any part 

whatsoever mvp way or means 

to any nerson o tnt[erest] in or any power or controul over the same 
Great Britain ^ not being a subject or subjects of 

time, know who nil. Company may, from time to 

""‘td ways and proprietors of the said harbour, docks 

Gacain for himself w I - Pfemises, hereby granted, the said Benjamin 
ther covenant nrn • executors, administrators arid assigns doth fur- 
that when and sn ^ti agree to, and with the said United' Company, 
en as any assignment, transfer of these presents and the 
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})reiniscs hereby [graiUcil], or any pan ihcrcof shall be made to any person 
or persons whatsoever, such transfer or assignment shall be registered in the 
oilicc of the Secretary to the Governor General and Council of For^ William 
in Bengal, aforesaid. And such register shall be evidence from time to time, 
sitew to whom tiiesc presents shall belong, and the persons whose names 
shall be so registered, shall be liable to all the covenatits and agreements 
herein contained, on the part and behalf of tim said Benjamin Lncam, his 
executors, administrators or assigns. And the said United Company for 
themselves, their successors and assigns, do hereby [covenant,] promise and 
agree to and with the said Ben]:iiiuii Lacam, his executors, administrators 
and assigns that the [said] Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators 
and [assigns], paying the rent and performing tlic covenants [and] agree- 
ments herein before reserved and coiiiaincd, on their parts or behalfs to be 
paid, observed, perfformed], fulfilled and kept, shall and may have hold, 
[possess] and enjoy, to and for his and their own use [and] uses, all and 
every, the premises, liberties, powers and au[thuritics] herein bcforcmcn- 
tioned, and hereby granted without any lawful let or hindrance of, or by the 
said United Company, their successors or assigns or of or by any other person 
and persons claiming or to claim, by, from or under the United Company, 
provided always nevertheless. [And] these presents are upon this express 
condition that the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators, 
assigns shall not make and complcat such dock [or docks as] aforesaid, 
within the space of ten years, from the [day] [ ] the date of these presents. 
Or if the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators or assigns do 
[order] [or] permit the said harbor to be resorted to or used by, or do any 
repairs, or supply any necessaries for any ship or vessels whatsoever, belong* 
ing to any European or American prince or state, or to the subjects of any 
European oi Ame[rican] prince or state, other than and except the ships 
and vessels of our sovereign the King, and if the said United Company 
[and] other British subjects, without having previously obtained in writing 
the express license, consent, approbation and permission of the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William in Bengal, or such other person or 
persons who, for the time being, shall have the supreme governing and 
management of the said United Company’s po5se[ssions] and affairs in 
Bengal, for that purpose or after such prohibition received as aforesaid — 
or if the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrators or assigns do 
or shall sell, assign, transfer, make over or part with these presents or the 
premises, liberties and privileges hereby granted, or [any] part thereof, 
or any share, estate or interest therein, or do or shall grant any under 
lease thereof, for any part of the said terra, or by any way or means 
whatsoever, give any interest in or any power or controul over the same 
to any person or persons whatsoever, not being subjects of Great Britain, 
then, and in any or either of the cases aforesaid, the term and estate 
hereby granted to the said Benjamin Lacam, his executors, administrator 
and assigns shall cease, determine and become absolutely void to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever, as if these presents had never been made. 
And it shall be lawful for the said United Company to enter into and take 
possession of the buildings and works upon the said land and pre[mises]. 
and to hold and keep the same, for their own use [and] benefit, these pre- 
sents or any thing herein contain[edj [to] the contrary thereof in any wise 
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notwithstanding. In witness whereof, to one part' of these present 
ind[entures] remaining with the said Benjamin Lacani the Governor 
General and Council of the Presidency of Fort William, in Bengal, have 
caused the seal of the said United [Company] to be affixed, and to the 
other part thereof remain[ing] with the United Company the said 
Benjamin Lacam hath set his hand and seal, the day and year firfst] 
above written. 


Examined. 
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LETTERS FROM COURT 


No. 1 — ri January lySz. 


1 . The late Act (p. i)— i.e., Act of 31 Geo. 3. Cap. 70 Sec. 27. 
passed in 1781. The Statutes at Large from the Tioentieth Year of the 
Reign of King George the Third to the Tiuenty-fifth Year of the lieign 
of King George the Thirds inclusive. Vol. XIV. (India Board), pp. 142-5. 

2 . Mir Burkut Ulla and Gulluni Muckdum (p. 1) — Mir Barkatul- 
lah and Gulam Makdum were the muftis of Patna. They and the 
qazi Saadi were directed by the Patna Council to divide the property 
of Shahbaz Beg Khan, a Muslim adventurer at Patna, between his 
widow Nadira Begum and his nephew Bahadur Beg. The qazi and the 
muftis proposed that the inheritance should be divided into-four shares, 
of which three should go to the nephew and one to the widow. This 
was accepted by the Patna Council. But soon after the division Nadira 
Begum instituted a suit in the Supreme Court against Bahadur Beg, the 
qazi and the two muftis, “for assault, battery, trespass and imprison- 
ment , alleging that she had been expelled from the house in which she 
was living and treated with considerable indignity. She claimed 600,000 
sicca rupees as damages. The accused were arrested by order of the 
'mpremfc Court, and fined 300,000 sicca rupees with g,ooo rupees costs. 

s t ey were unable to pay the heavy damages they were confined in 
the common goal at Calcutta. 

came to be known as the Patna Cause. It was one of the 
it quarrel between the Supreme Court and the Council, and 

oimed the second article of the impeachment against Irapey.’ 

Stor^^\ account of the case read. Sir J. Fitz James Stephen, The 
Chan yi the Impeachment of Sir Elijah Impey, Vol, 11 , 

eniori r ’ Forrest, Selections from the State Papers of the Gov- 

(HnmA India, Vol. I, pp, 203-208; Original Consultation 

aeons r Public) 25 August iy82. No. 2. Public Miscella- 

neous Letters from Court, 1788-9. pp. 112-26. 
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No. 2 — 35 January 1782, 

1 . Letter from Uagobnit (p. 7) — In 1779 Ragliunaihrao (Rago* 
bah) sent a deputation to tlic King of England over tliq heads of tlic 
Indian authorities, requesting strong nitliiary help to retrieve his fallen 
fortunes. The deputation consisted of his trusted Brahman agent, 
Hanumantrao (of Rajapur) and a Barsi assistant, Maniar. They 
relumed after one year without achieving anything. G.S. Sardesai, 
Xew History of the Slaralhas, Vol. Ill, pp. i2.p5. 

2 . Agents or inessengers (p. 7) — ^'Ehis happens to be the first 
journey of the Hindus overseas tlurtng modern times. For an account of 
how Raghunathrao’s agents fart'd in England see Burke’s letter to him. 
dated the end of 1782, publishetl in Sardesai op. cit., Vol. Ill, pp. 

and 12G n. 

3 . Mr. Bolts (p. 7) — \\'illiain Bolts, a Dutchmatt. was ''.an antbi- 
lions and discontcuied servant of the Honourable East India Com* 
pany", who resigned ilie Company’s service in 17CG and founded in 1773 
the Austrian “Imperial Company of Trieste for the Commerce of Asia.” 
It came to an end in 1783. “entirely througlt Bolts being too much 
carried away by the dashing speculative spirit characteristic of the 
intcilcctual Compaj}y promotor.” Birdwood, A Report on the Old 
Records of the India OJfice, p. 32 ti. William Bolts wrote the Considera' 
lions on Indian Affairs (3 Volumes), i 773 *t 775 * 8ee N. L. Hallwanl, 
ll'illiam Dolts. 

4 . The representation of Count Bcigioioso (p. 7) — Count Bel* 
gioioso, the Viennese Afiriistcr in London, atldressed a strong represen* 
tation to Lord Hillsborougli, Secretary’ of State for the Northern Depart* 
ment, in November 1781 against the seizure and destruction of the 
Austrian ship £fi Vienne near Madras, and also against the treatment 
accorded by the Governor-General and Council to Lieutenant Colonel 
William Bolts and his expedition. Lord Hillsborough therefore asked 
the Directors for detailed information on the subject of these complaints 
in order to be able to give, without delay, as satisfactory an answer as 
possible to Count Bcigioioso. N. L. Hallward, op. cit.j pp. 188-g. 

5 . Mr. Nathaniel Bateman (p. 8) — Ser\’ed as Civil Paymaster, Col- 
lector of Chittagong, Chief of Chittagong factory and Superintendent 
of Import Warehouse. In 1784 he was appointed a member of the 
Board of Trade and became Foreman of the Grand Jury in 1790. Index 
to the Press List of the Public Department Records, 1748-1800. 

6. Military Fund (p. 9) — It was opened by Lord Clive in 1766 
for invalids In the Company's service and for the ividows of such as 
may have lost their lives in it. He appropriated to it five lakhs of 
rupees, the legacy left to him by Mir Jafar, Press List of Ancient 
Records obtni/ted from India Office, 1760-17G9. 



7 . Meer Saib mortally wmimlcd (}>. Salub an able gene- 

ral o£ Haidar Ali was chosen lo lead ihe cavalry against General 
Stuart ill the battle of Porto Novo 1781. He was struck by a round sliot 
from one of the English sliips, and not only was he kdled but his tioops 
suffered severely from ilie naval guns. Innes. History of lh<’ licio^ol 
European Regiment, p. iiba. 

8. Colonel Pear.se (p. 17)-— Ciolonel l\ 1 ). Peaise played a small 

but signilicaiu part in the annals ol the iSih century. In 1 / 7 ** ''***'' 

stationed at Monghyr; and in 177;', at Port W-illiam, In 1781 he com* 
manded the detachnieni sent by Warren Hastings, from Bengal, foi the 
help of General .Sir Eyre Cooic against Haidar Ali. Colonel Pearse's 
force covered one thousand miles and ji)ined .Sir P.yrc (.note at Pulicat. 
Pearse’s ingenuiLy comsistetl in eluding 1 ipu who had been sent by 
Haidar Ali to intercept him. .Macpheison, Snldieriiig in India, I 7 (i.j* 
1787, pp. 32G-7; Forrest, Y'/ie Administration of 11 foren Hastings. 177 ~‘ 
1785, p. 246; Love, Vestiges of Old Madras. \'ol. HI. p. 208. 


9 , The success of General Goddard (p. 18) — General Goddard 
advanced on Ba.ssein in October 1780. started operations in November 
and captured the town in earlv December. T he fall of Ihissein was a 
serious blow to Nana Phadnis. ('.am bridge History of India, Vol, V. 
p. 269. 


10 . Sir Elijah Iinpey(p. 22) — Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court 
Incurred a great deal of criticism for his part in the 
trial of Nundakumar. Was impeached by Parliament but actptitied. 
See Sir James Fiiz James .Stephen, The Storv of .Xunromar and the 
Impeachmenl of Sir Elijah Impey, 2 Vols. 


11 . Major Caniac (p. gg) — Major Jticob Camac commanded the 
24th Bengal Infantry at Ramgarh in 17Gb. In 1771 he captured the 
ort of Palamau. In 1779 he served with Popham against Sindhia, wltom 
e defeated at Durdah. Was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant 
o onel in and on the iGth P'ebruary 1781 inflicted a crushing 
teeat on Sindhia at Sipri. This succe.ss against the Maraihas as well 
'Victories of Colonel Goddard at Ahmedabad and Captain Popliam 
^ wa lor ended the First Maratha War and helped the EnglLsh to 

which at the beginning of the War had fallen very 
fhVrm ^ -Dicd'onzir)i of Indian Biography; Macpher.son, Sol- 

pp- 375. 394; Forrest, The Administration of Warren 
tiastings, pp. 161-2. 


son nf Ar Boosla (p. 34) — Chimnaji Bhonsle was the .second 

with an Bhonsle, the Raja of Nagpur. In 1779 he was sent 

Hastina-c Cuttack for the purpose of invading Bengal, but 

^'ludhoii ^ through diplomacy. By paying Mteen lakhs to 

Confedpr succeeded in detaching the Nagpur Marathas from the 

^racy and turned them against Haider All and the Peshwa pre- 
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ciscly III a lime ivlicn they could have ruined licngal. Cambridge 
lii.'iiory of bidia Vol. V, pp. 2^68-9. 

13 . Captain Macgouan(p. 35) — Captain John Maegowan was com- 
missioned from the ranks. He was an ensign in 17G6, Lieutenant 
in 1787 and Captain in 1771. la 1780 he was appointed to survey the 
Ganges and Kasiinbazar rivers. In 1781 he commanded the nth Sepoys 
as major, and served with Colonel Pearsc In the Second Mysore War. 
Promoted to ihc rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 1788 and Colonel in 
1793. V. C. 1 *. Hodson, List of Officers of the Bengal Army, 1758-183.1. 

14 . Captain Popham (p. 38) — In 1779 he was sent to help the 
Rana of Goliad against the Nfaraihas. He captured the fort of Gwalior 
from Sindhia in 1780 and that of Bijaigarh from Raja Chait Singh in 
1781. The Governor General and Council bestowed high praise on him 
while recommending him for the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 1785. 
See Letter to Court ly January iyS$, paras. 33-5, pp. 526-7 of this 
volume. From 1791-a he was with Cornwallis at the siege of Seringa* 
patam. Was promoted to the rank of Major-General in 1795 and Lieu- 
tenant-General in 1802. lUicklaiut. Dictionary of Indian Biografiliy. 

Enclosure (25 January iyS2 Yo. 2) 

15 . Algerine Rovers (p. .jo) — The Algerine rovers or Turkish 
rovers, as they were also called, proved a danger to English ships as 
early as 1660, when Captain Millet built special ships in England, with 
three decks and carrying 30 guns each, designed to protect the Com- 
pany’s merchandize against these pirates. Birdwood, A Refiort on the 
Old Records of the India Office, pp. 47 (n), 78, 264. 

16 . Illich trade (p. 44) — The illicit trade was conducted by 
private traders, who fitted out expeditions in violation of the Company’s 
privileges. In Bengal any interloping ship was apparently allowed to 
trade by the Indian authorities on payment of Rs. 3,000 for permission 
to make sales and purchases. Bruce, Annals of the Honourable East 
India Company, VoL III (1688-89 to 1707-8) p. 415; Hamilton, The 
Trade Relations between England and India, 1600-1896, pp, 47, 87. 

No. 6 — 12 July lySa. 

1 . Mr. Richard Joseph SuUvan (p. 60) — He joined the Madras 
administration as a civil servant in 1768. In 1772 he became Sub-Sec- 
retary to the Military Department. Ke was appointed the Governor 
General’s representative at the Nawab of Carnatic's Court in 1781, but 
was dismissed from that post by the orders of the Court of Directors in 
1782. Love, Vestiges, Vol. HI, pp. 59, 60, 71, 86, 92, 316. 

No. 7 — 28 August jySa. 

I. Colonel Muir (p. 68) — Colonel Grainger Muir was a wirtcr 
on the Bengal Establishment in 1752. Obtained an ensign’s commission 
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in Served at the recapture of Calcutta in 1757 and at the reduc- 

tion of Chandernagore. Led the advance guard in the battle of Plassey. 
Resigned in 1760. Served as lieutenant in North America during the 
Seven Years’ War. In 1763 he recruited a company of one hundred and 
twenty five men for the East India Company. Was appointed a Captain 
in 1764, Lieutenant Colonel in 1772 and promoted Colonel in 1779. 
He was sent in 1781 from Bengal with reinforcements for Lieutenant 
Colonel Camac against Sindhia. The same year he succeeded Camac 
in the command of the Bengal force. He was responsible for the treaty 
of peace concluded with Sindhia on the 13th of October 1781 which 
ultimately led to peace with the whole Maratha State in the following- 
year. In 1785 he returned to England. Colonel Muir’s services were 
highly recommended by the Governor General and Council in their 
Letter to Court of ly January lyS^, Para 32, pp. 525-6 of this 
volume; Hodson, List of Officers of the Bengal Army, 1758-1834; Mill, 
History of British India, Vol. IV, p. 266. 


2 . Division of the treasure (p. 70) — ^Bijaigarh was fifty miles 
from Benares. It was a stronghold of Raja Chait Singh and was 
captured by Major Popham in 1781. Immense booty fell into the hands 
of the captors and was immediately appropriated by Popham’s troops. 
This gave rise to a variety of claims from the other corps which had 
been engaged in the common service against Chait Singh and had shared 
in the dangers, fatigues and successes of the campaign. 

The Governor-General reprimanded Popham for so improper and 
unauthorised a proceeding and ordered him to suspend any further 
division of the treasure until the pleasure of the Board should be 
known. Home Public Consultations, 17 December 1781, No. 1. For 
rights of the soldiers to a' share in the prize money see Macpherson’s 
account of Soldiering in India, pp. 212-13, and Forrest, The Achninisr 
tvation of Warren Hastings, ip- 58. 


L Rajah Cheyte Sing (p. 74) — ^For a full account of Raja Chait 
mg s case see C. C. Davies Warren Hastings and Oudh; Forrest, op. 

\V' ^® 3 ' 4 » 19®’ i 92 - 4 » 197^ 198, 201, 205-8, 223, 227; 

1 acp erson, Soldiering in India, for a contemporary account, pp. 402-4. 

No. 8 — 6 September iy82. 


yesterday’s date (p. 77)— This letter, dated 5 
frn available in Vol. XX, A, Home Public 

/ m Court from which the above letter has been' taken. 

(p. to our Presidency of Fort St. George 

e ’ er is also not available in the above volume. 

No. H 2^ January lyS^. 

Sir Thomas Rumhold (p. 89) — ^Thomas Rumbold (1736- 



051 i.i:ritKs from coujir 

1791) ciilcrcd llic civil service m 1752, wm appoiiucd Governor of Matl- 
ras in iucccibion to Lord Pigot in 1778. He left Madras for England, 
in 1780 on reasons of health. The Directors, displeased with the tran- 
sactions relative to the Northern Circars conducted during Runibold's 
regime, ordered his dismissal in a belated despatch of 11 January 1781. 
He tvas cliarged with oppression and corriiptiot], but these charges ^vere 
refuted. Rumbold sal in Parliament from 1781 till 1790, and died in 
1791. Love, Pc'Atige.v, Vol. HI, pp. t58'l- 

2. Pefer Pcrriiig (p. 89) — A civil servant at Vizagapaiam, be- 
came member of the Port St. George Council. He was dismissed along 
with Rumbold in 1781. Love, of), dl., Vol. Ill, pp. 109, 117, i.ja, i.j8, 
200 n(2). 

No. 20 — 27 March r7i'j. 

1. Mr. Banvcll (p. 120) — Richard Barwell was a conspicuous 
(ignre in (he administration of Hastings. A man of talents and adminis- 
trative experience, he was, as a member of the Bengal Council from 
1773 till 1779, closely associated with the many-sided activities of 
\V^irrcn Hastings. He took a leading part in tlic case against Nanda 
Kumar, and determined Radha Charan’s prosecution for conspiracy. 
Forrest, The Admiuistralion of IVarrcn Hastings, pp. Go, 115, iiG, 117. 
t38» 187. 178, 179; Cambridge History of India, Vol. V, pp. 189, 

225-9. “The Correspondence of Richard Barwell”, in Bengal : 

Past and Present, Vols. V, IX and XVIIL 

No. 27 -~ 2 S January /76V- 

1. Treaty with the iMarathas (p. 143) — The reference is to the 
Treaty of Salbai concluded between Mahadji Scindia and the British 
agent Anderson on 17 March 1782, but signed by the Peshwa and Nana 
Phadnis much later on 24 February 1783 when Haidar AH was dead. 
By this treaty the English ceded to the Peshwa Bassein and all other 
territories conquered by them during the war since the Treaty of Puran- 
der, but retained Broach and the island of Salsettc and were also allowed 
to enjoy the privileges of trade as before. 

The Treaty was arraigned by both the Court of Directors and the 
Bombay Government as inadequate and humiliating. The Council of 
Bombay declared that had the negotiation been left to them, who best 
knew the state of the Maratha Government, a far more favourable treaty 
might have certainly been obtained. Mill, History of British India, 
Vol. IV, pp. 358-G3. But considering the confused situation of the 
British, their treasury completely exhausted and their army engaged in 
a difficult conflict with Haidar Ali “a safe and speedy peace” as the 
Directors themselves reiterated in their letters throughout the year 1781, 
was the only expedient. See Public Letters from Court 1781 Vol. 
XXIII. The Treaty, however, marks a turning point for the British. 
It gave them “peace with the Marathas for twenty years”, and thus left 
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this ciigagcnicni tlic Indiaincn^ transports and the ships fur the East 
Indies parted Company and Johnstone returned to England. II. W. 
Richmond, The Navy in India pp. i 

2 . Major John iMcPlicrsoit (p. ^93) — Born about 17.12. Commanded 
the ij()tli Gordons. Me died in 178.1. On his activities and services in 
India see .Maepherson, Soldiering in India, /;/>. 957*.lo7. 

No. 3 — 10 April lySs. 

1 . Letter dated 10 April 1782 (p. 299) — This letter docs not bear 
any date but from the next letter its elate appears to be loih April 1782. 

2 . Gopaul Doss (p. 300) — Gopal Das Salui was a famous banker of 
Benares. The banking lioasc of Gopal Das had its branches at Calcutta, 
Murshidabad, Patna, Gaya, Gharipur. .\Iir/jpur, Allahabad, Lucknow, 
Bareilly, Jaipur, Nagpur, Surat, Bombay, Masulipatam, Madras, Tanda. 
Phulpur, Poona and Martha army agencies at Agra, Delhi, Ahmadabad 
and Baroda. The services renderetl by Gopal Das tverc so highly 
appreciated that wlieii he died the Governor General directed the British 
Resident at Benares to pay his brother, Bhawani Das, a visit of 
condolence. Calendar of Persian Correspondence, Vol. VJI, 1785-7 
(Calcutta, 1910), P. xiv. Also Letter No. 1181 in ihid. 

3 . Commodore Aim’s Squadron (p. 501)-- This Squadron was .sent 
to assist Hughes. It tvas delayed after its departure from the Cape. 
Captain Aim's, realising the urgency of joining Hughes with least delay, 
left the slower transports to follow him and taking the 98th regiment 
and General Medows on board his squadron, sailed for Bombay. 
Pausing no longer than was necessary for watering at Bombay he hasten- 
ed round to Madras. He succeeded in joining Hughes six days before 
Admiral Hughes’ first engagement. But for Aim’s reinforcement the 
six British ships would have been crushed by the twelve of the enemy. 
H. W. Richmond, The Navy in India i’j6yi'j3y, p. 178. 

4 . Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes (p-soi) — Naval Coimnander- 
in-Chief in the East Indies from 1773-1777. He took an active part in 
1776 in the revolution at Madras against Lord Pigot’s administration. 
In 1773 he became Rear Admiral, and in 1779 was again given the 
command in the East Indies. In the war against Haidar Ali he sank 
many of the enemy ships, and helped in the capture of Negapatam. In 
1783 he encountered the French fleet under Suffrein five times but 
without any decisive result. Returned to England and did not again 
hold any command. Love, Vestiges, Vol. Ill, pp. 95-6, 105 u (1), ii-i, 
117, 170, 220, 224, 250, 250, n, 260, 268,. 292, 71 (4). 

5 . Brigadier General Giles Stibbert (p. 304) — He enlisted himself 
in ranks under the patronage of Robert Clive. He took part in Battle 
of Plassey, Storm of Masulipatam, Battle of Gheria, Siege of Patna, 
Battle of Buxar and Capture of Chunar. By 1777 he had risen to the 
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rank of Brigadier General and was made the provisional Coniniandcr- 
iii-Chief of Bengal, this post he held till March 1779, and again 
from 5>7 April 1783 till m July 1785. He was ofliciating Commander- 
in-Chief of the Bengal forces from 6 October 1780 to ^7 April 1783 
during the absence of Sir Eyre Coote in Madras. Hodson, V.C.P. 
List of the Officers of the Bengal Army pp. 194-5. 

No. 4—9 May lySz, 

1 . Sir Robert Chambers (p. 310)— Justice Chambers joined the 
Calcutta Supreme Court as Second Judge in 1774. one of the 

judges in the famous trial of Nandakumar, 1775* lySo he became 
Chief Justice and President of the Chinsura Court of Justice and in 
1791 Chief Justice of the Calcutta Pligh Court. Busteed, Echoes from 
Old Calcutta, pp. 77, 81 n, ioa-105. 


2 . Major Anthony Polier(p. 311) — Was Chief Engineer at Calcutta 
in 1762. Was promoted to the rank of Captain in the same year and 
of Major in 1765. In 1775 he resigned and joined the service of the 
Nawab Asaf-ud-daula of Oudh, as architect and engineer. Was again 
admitted into the Company’s service in 1782 and promoted to the rank 
of Lieutenant-Colonel by Warren Hastings, with permission to reside 
at Lucknow. C. E. Buckland, Dictionary of Indian Biography. 

3 . By. rupees (p. 311) — ^Bombay rupees. 

No. 5 — ly July iyS2. 


1 . The Madrassa(p. 317) — The Madrassa at Calcutta was establish- 
ed under the patronage and orders of the Governor General in 1781. 
ts aim was “the instruction of students in the Mahommedan Law and 
such other sciences as are taught in Mahommedan schools.” 


2. Lieutenant Colonel Owen (p. 319) — Lieutenant Colonel Arthur 
wen was aide-de-camp of Sir Eyre Coote when the latter arrived in 
n la m December 1778. For the services rendered by, Owen see Love, 

248, 249-51. Forrest, The Administra- 
tion of Warren Hastings, pp. 275-6. 

No. 6—7 December lySa. 


Mr. *^‘^**‘® (P- 324)-— In the Indian Gazette (28 April 1782) 

erred to the survey of the Eastern Channel, is ref- 

prcDarM-^ ^ Marine Surveyor under orders for Madras in 1782. He 
269 n (i). for pilots. Love, Vestiges, Vol. Ill, pp. 269, 


ed.th*e e^rfe (p. 325) — Captain Innes Munro describ- 

cnects of famine thus: — 


I.ni'lLHii i-ROM (.OUUT 


r>r,8 

"Tlic complicated iccnc of horror mjcIi as to bemnnb every 
humanUed faculty of the soul. Jn the black town so great was the 
nioriality that the dead bodies were too numerous to be carried off 
by the utmost exertion, and the putrid exhalations which arose from 
those numberless emaciated victims of the famine, sircncd ijj every 
quarter, of the seitleincjtt, became dangerous and distressing. Crows, 
vultures, and jackals, allured by ilie scent of death, Hocked in crowds 
to the scene, and added greatly to its horror and devastation.” Love, 
oji, cit., Vol. Ill, p. 235 ti(2). 

3 . Spiriluous Lhiuors(p. 328) — /Vlthougii t)jc Company encouraged, 
within reasonable limits, the sale <d liquor among soldiers, yet its officers 
took stern measures to repress drunkenness. Some of the measures 
adopted were: the Dutch, who sold arrack to the soldiers, were asked 
to be restrained in their dealings; the men who sold drink illicitly 
within the Cantonment area, especially arrack of an unwholesome kind, 
were severally punished and toinionuncd round the Camp Ba2ar. 
Orders were issued to arrest and liang the culprits if iJiey further violat- 
ed these injunctions, and the sale of liquor ts'as regulated by chits or 
notes. AVholesome arrack, however, was regularly supplied to the 
soldiers. Maepherson, SoldUring in India, pp. 32, 85 O, 137*8, 150. 

4. (p. 335) — Paragraphs 70*77 are iiiissing. Wliat is given here is 
true to the text. 

No, 7 — ) February jyS). 

1. Major General Sluarl (p. 355)— After a long period of service 
outside India Colonel James Stuart came to Madras on i May 177(1. 
He had a stormy career ahuo.se from ehc moment of his arrival h was 
he who arrested Lord Pigot. Governor of Madras, and suspended Claud 
Russell, who was alleged to have supported Lord Pigot. He acted as 
Comniander-in-ChieE and Counnandant of the Madras Garrison (177G' 
1777). For having taken a bribe from the Nauab of Arcot and for 
having conspired against Lord Pigot he was suspended for six months 
by the Court of Directors. He was couri-martialled in 1777, but acquit- 
ted in 1781. He then served on the field under Sir Eyre Coote. Stuart 
succeeded Munro as Provincial Commander-in-Chief, and at the same 
time received from Coote the actual coinraand of the field army. In 
June 1783, he was recalled from the field of operation for systematic 
disobedience to orders, and in September was dismissed and deported 
to England. In June 1786 he fought a duel with Lord Macartney, 
because of the latter’s measures involving his dismissal, and severely 
wounded him. Love, Vestiges, VoL III. 

2 . The Lama of Thibet (p. 356) — The credit of opening the road 
to Tibet goes to Warren Hastings. In May 1774, he sent the first 
British mission to Tibet under George Bogle. The Mission was an 
entirely commercial one. On 9 April 1779, Bogle was sent on his second 
mission to Tibet and Bhutan. Since the Lama was away on a visit to 
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Peking, Bogle, who had won the respect and confidence of the Lama, 
was aSted to meet him there. But they both died and a third deputa- 
tion was sent under Lieutenant Charles Turner in 1783. Among the 
presents which Turner gave the new child Lama was a small clock which 
the latter greatly admired. The parents of the young Lama gave presents 
to the Governor General and to Turner. Turner never had another 
opportunity of visiting Tibet; most of the valuable records of the 
Tibetan and Bhutan Mission are said to have been lost, Forrest, The 
Administration o,f Warren Hastings, pp. 301-6. See Captain Samuel 
Turner’s An Account of an Embassy to the Court of the Teshoo Lama 
in Tibet. 


No. 8 — 5 April lyS^. 


1 . Sir Richard Bickcrtoii’s fleet (p. 362) — In 1781, when the French 
authorities decided to send large reinforcements to India, the Court 
gave orders to prepare troops and an escort of 6 ships and 2 frigates 
under the command of Commodore Sir Richard Bicker ton to join 
Admiral Hughes. Though Bussy with the French fleet had sailed in 
November 1781, Bickerton did not leave England until February 1782. 
At Anjengo he learnt about the loss of Trincomali. On reaching 
Madras, when Bickerton did not find Hughes, he decided to sail back 
to Bombay where he joined him. They fought an indecisive action at 
CuddalorC' against the French on 20 June 1783, Soon after the news 
about the preliminary peace treaty reached India, the hostilities with 
the French came to an end. In consequence Commodore Bickerton 
sailed back for England. Admiral H, W. Richmond, The Navy in 
India 1763-1783, pp. 305-6, 372-7. 


2 . Seige of Lohar(p. 366) — Lahar a large village situated 48 miles 
hom Gwalior city. It was a Maratha stronghold in the 18th century. 
Captain Popham, the hero of Gwalior laid siege to the fortress in 
ebruary 1780. It was carried by sheer pluck and determination as 
apt, Popham’s detachment which consisted of drafts from the Bengal 
legiments had no big guns. Having effected an imperfect breach, which 
t e want of heavy cannon prevented him from completing. On the 
^st April he decided to assault it. The attack was led by Lieutenants 
ogan and Gardner, who were killed at the breach. The place was 
^rried with a loss' of 125 men. The success was unexpected. Mill, 
is oiy of India, Vol. IV, p. 51; Gxvalior State Gazetteer, Vol. I, pp. 255-6, 

Co ^ merchants (p. 388) — Free merchants were not in the 

acr ^ service, but were permitted to carry on trade on their own 
^^fiject to the terms of a covenant into which they were 
limits^^ enter. They enjoyed the Company’s protection within the 
serv' Charter but were debarred from the civil and military 

Marck^ Company. See Court’s General Letter to Bengal, 26 

the n free merchant had to give a security of £2,000 for 

Performance of his convenant. Vide Company’s General 
' o the President and Council at Fort William, dated 16 April 
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No. 28-/7 ^ 7 ^. 5 ' 

1. Capture of the fortress of GwaHor(p. 526)— On 3 August 1780, 
Major Popham captured by surprise the strong fort of Gwalior. Its 
conc[uesL, according to Lieutenant Colonel Allan Maepherson, was the 
most surprising of any event upon record. Maepherson, Solclici iug in 
India, p. 393. William Modges who was an eye-witness of the conquest, 
gives a graphic account of it in his Ij'avels: in hidia, pp. 13^-40. (pp. 
138-42 in the 1793 edition). 

No. 29—25 January lySy. 

1. Sir John D’Oyly (p. 529) — Sir John D’Oyley was Persian 
Translator to the Bengal Army in 1775 and subsequently to the Gover- 
nor General and Council. From 1780 he was Resident at the Court and 
Collector of Government Customs at Murshidabad. 

William Hodges, who met him at Murshidabad in 1781, wrote that 
“The liberality and attentions of this gentleman to every person travel- 
ling this road are well known, and in his house I may truly say, reigned 
the very spirit of old English hospitality.” — Hodges, Travels in India, 

P- 43- 

2. David Anderson (p. 529) — He was a member of the Amini 
Commission in Bengal. The report of this Commission is perhaps the 
most valuable contemporary document in the early revenue history of 
Bengal. Later he was employed by Warren Hastings on important 
negotiations with Mudhoji Bhonsle and his son Chimnaji. At the close 
of the first Maratha War, in January 1782, he was deputed to conclude 
peace treaty with Mahadji Sindhia. He remained as Political Resident 
with Sindhia until 1785. He was President of the Committee of Revenue 
^d as such was examined as a witness at Hasting’s trial. Cambridge 
History of India Vol, V, pp, 269-71, 425, 4.27; Buckland, Dictionary of 
Indian Biography. 

3. John Shore (p. 529) — ^John Shore joined East India Company’s 
ivi Service as a writer. He was a member of the Revenue Council, 
a cutta from 1775-80. When the Committee of Revenue was consti- 
n e , Shore was one of its members but he opined that the Committee 
inspite of its best intentions was a tool in. the hands of their Dizoan. 

cit became Commissioner in Dacca and Bihar. In his capa- v 

of \h^^ n Supreme Council he was appointed President 

reve ^ Revenue. He was opposed to the permanency of the 

ral I/i October 1793 he was appointed Governor Gene- 

^^^bnidge History of India Vol. V, pp. 427-31’; Buck- 
iand. Dictionary of Indian Biography. 

Cod^ Nathniel Brassey Halhed (p. 529) — 'In 1776, he published A 
Tran j Laws on ordinations of the Pandits^ from a Persian 

^ ion and in 1778 a Bengali Grammar. After his return to 



Lr;rrERs from a)uur 


Knglami lie became M.P. for Lymingion 1790-5. In 1809 lie was 
appouucd to a post in the East India House. He ^vTotc // Narrative of 
the Events in Bombay and Bengal relative to the Mnhratla Empire. 
lUickland Dictionary of Indian Biography. 

No. 32 — 22 February jySy. 

1 . John Miicplierson Esqr. (p. 559) — ^Joined the Madras Civil 
Service as a writer in 1770. Became the Mayor of Madras in 1773. In 
177O, he was charged with writing an anonymous leiicr on behalf of 
Nawab Walajah and dismissed by the Governor, Lord Pigot. He was 
next alleged to have taken Rs. i.oo.uoo as bribe from ^Valajah. Mac- 
pherson went home, appealed to the Directors, and had himself reins- 
tated. He returned to India in 17S1 and became a meniber of the 
Calcutta Council. ' After the departure of Warren Hastings he acted as 
Governor General for one year 1785-b till the arrival of Cornwallis. 
Created a Baronet in 178G. Love, Vestiges, Vol. Ill; Macphersoii, 
Soldiering in India, pp. 7 8, 8 «(i). 9. 332. 333, 33C-.11, 35,1-5. 

2 . GhyrcUy (p. 512) — Gltyrciiy or Chyratiah, known as the French 
Gardens, South of Cliandcrnagar. Hodges wrote of it in 1781, as “being 
20 miles from Calcutta, a very fine scat.” Hill, Bengal in lyyti-y, Vol. 
III. p. 447 - 

3 . Mr. John Bristow (p. 543) — Resident at Cuttack front 1757-8. 
In 1774 he succeeded Nathaniel Middleton as Resident at Lucknow. 
Though supported by the majority in Council he was recalled in 1783 
through Hasting’s efforts and replaced by Middleton. Bristow seems 
to have interfered in the household affairs of the Nawab of Oudh. 
Forrest, Administration of JVarren Hastings, pp. 221, 213, 290-4; 
Buckland, Dictonary of Indian Biography; Combridge History of India, 
Vol. V. pp. 301, 305-6. 

No. 39 — / August lySy. 

1 . Doctor Koenig (p. 57C) — Dr. Johann Gerhardt Koenig came to 
India from Copenhagen in 1775. Was employed as a Botanist in the 
Nawab of Arcot’s service in 1778. He applied for the post of the 
Honourable Company’s Natural Historian and was appointed on a 
monthly allowance of 40 Pagodas only. In 1780, on his return from a 
voyage to Malacca he published a report on Botany, Mineralogy and 
Tin Ore. On his death in 1785, his manuscripts and herbarium were 
forwarded to Sir Joseph Banks, President of the Royal Society, as a 
legacy. — Love, Vestiges, Vol, III, pp. 178, 178 « (3), 332-3. 

No. 41 — 25 October 17S5. 

1 . Captain Thomas Forrest (p. 583) — Captain Thomas Forrest, a 
navigator, entered the Company’s service after 1748. He made fifteen 
voyages from Hindustan to the East, and four from England to. India. 
He formed a settlement at Balambangan in 1770, From 1774-6 he 
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explored in New Guinea, the Sulu Archipelago, the Moluccas, etc. Was 
employed by Warren Hastings in 178^ to gain intelligence of the 
French fleet which had escaped from the English ships and which he 
discovered at Achin. Fie made two more voyages, one from Bengal to 
Quedah 1783, and the other from Calcutta to the Mergui Archipelago, 
1790, discovering the Forrest Strait. Besides the accounts of his voyages, 
he wrote a Treatise on the Monsoons i)i East India, lyS^; Buckland, 
Dictonary of Induvi Biography. 

No. 42 — yi December lySy. 

1 . The Aycen Akberry (p. G05) — The translations of the Ain-i- 
Akbavi by Gladwin and of the Shahuama by Champion (see letter ibid, 
Paragraph 40), during Warren Flasting's administration, are a proof of 
the encouragement which the latter gave to the cause of Oriental learn- 
ing. See also Letter to Court, 15 July 178a, paragraph yo. 
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Ambasi. sec Zambezi River. 

Anicricans, the. rcsiriciions on me of 
New Harbour by, Ojs-.j. 

Amlicrst. William Kcrrill, his services 
appreciated, 91. 

Amil (collector of revenues), 507. 
Ammunition, 85. 272, 273, 271. 302. 
Ampdah. Kinloch’s report on 6ati(lr of, 
319 - 

Amphlclt. niomas, cadet, in. 

Anburcy. Tliomas, engineer, i.ji. 
Andaman Islands, Capi. Forrest's pro- 
posal re. survey of, .jo6. 

Anderson, David, Resdt at MahadjI 
Sindhia’s Court, xxxiii, xxxiv, 132. 
236, jGj, 525; liis scniccs appreciated. 
176, 251: resigns from Revenue Dept.. 
■>29; note on, GGi. 

\ndcrson. Rolwrt. asst, stirgeon. 131. 

•]oG. 

\ngcrstcin and I.ewis. 5. 

Angoory Fort, 310. 

Vnjengo, Travancorc. 17, 83. 

Atikrnvyhe (ship). 4. 

.Inn and /Imelin (ship), .j. 3. 9. 32. 322. 
3:i3- 

— Capt. see Fopham, Capi. J. 

.\nnis, John, Auditor of Indian .-\ccouiii> 
at East India House. 219, 223. 22G. 
.\nnuitics. amounts in 'trca.surv. 296. 
298. 507. 313. 4 {3. 133. 43G. .133. .|G|. 
|68, 471; alteration in bonds. 303. .|3j; 
failure of scheme re.. 37O. 

.\nsicv, Robert. Cornet in 23rd Regi- 
ment of Light Dragoons. 2i. 

.tutclof}C (packcO, to be disposed of. 

130; wrecked. 3H. 

Aplin, Afaj. B.. 303. 

Applcgaih. Capt. Augustus Joseph, of 
the Europe. 2S1. 

.Applegath. Capt. William, of the 
Europa, 32. 

Arbuthnot. George, joi. 

.Archdekin, — . Salt Agent, removed. -jo-S. 
Archdekin. Edward, cadet, ti2. 

Arcot, mutiny of the cavalry in. xxv- 
xxvi, 482. 660. 

— Nawab of. sec Muhammad Alt Khan. 
Arcot Rupee, see Rupee, Arcot. 

Ard, Robert, writer, i}5. 

Anus, sale of, 388. 

Armstrong. Lt. Andrew, of 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

.Armstrong. Ensign Dennis Kelly, of the 
102nd Regiment of Foot, 26. 
Avmsiiong, James, military surgeon, 
resigns, 524. 

Armstrong. Capt. Thomas, of the loand 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 

Armstrong, AValtcr, free mariner, 183. 
Army. £. 1 . Coy’s, relations with civil 
authorities, ii. xix, xxiii, 67-g. 380-1; 
consuniption of liquor in, xi-xii. xxiv. 
>79. 190. 277, 328. 658; organisation, 
xviii-xx, 269-73: relations with King's 
troops, xix,' xxii-xxiii, 128-9, >77. ®7^» 
304, 356-7. 443. 323. 324. 361-^; 

recruits, xx-xxi, 10. 62-3, 88, 141, 248, 
310. 366. 413, 506, 323, 594; promo- 
tions, xxi, &7-8, 94, 247, 293, 304-5, 


3G8, 371, 438-9. 579; tbsciplinc, xxjv- 
xxv, 08-9; deserters, xxvi, 248, 571): 
rctluctioii in establishment, xxvi-xxsii, 
70-1, 71, 144, 157, 208, 211, 2f>9.7;,. 
3 *t. 320 ' 3 o* 3 ^'b iGG, .I 7 s>-i, 4 ?.V 

178, 480, 501; relief fund lor invalids 
and (aiuilics of olficcrs, xli-xlii, 247-8, 
388. 440; in Oiidh, 9, 103. 199, 21G-7, 

219- 50: psy and allowances, 27. 209. 

220- 3. 233. 372. 43O: transmission of 
lists of olFiccrs etc., 119, 3()8, 417: 
accounts. 209, an, 230. 120, |a6, 465-6. 
39G; military hospitals. 276-7; rules 
lor reinstatement, 331'a, 366; resigna- 
tions and TciiTcmcnis, 333. 338, 440, 
324-3. 393: see also Artillery Corps; 
hiillock bqsartmcnt; Cavalry; Carnatic 
Dctaclimcnt; Clive's Fund for Military 
Insalids; Coitimandcr-in-CIiicI: Court- 
martial; Engineering Corps; Infatiiry: 
.Militarv Board. 

Army, king of England's (in_ India), 
relations with Coy’s troops, xix. xxii- 
xxlii. 128-9. 177. 278. 304, 356-7. 413. 
323. 331. 36i-3; cmbaTkatiou of. 37, 
if*, of). 7'. '»2>. yl7'. ircaimcni on 

lx>ard the Sottingham. -lo-C; reduction 
in csiahlishmcitt, 137: barracks for. 
xxii. 13-6, 28. 363: pay, leave and 
allowances. 12, 13. 16-7, 27-30, 47, 39. 
6i, 201-2. 368, 3S6, 301. 322. 14», 379; 
list of olHccrs. 23-7. 70: tonsiimptimi 
of liquor, 179: complaints of ill- 
treatment 361; at Dinaporc. 607; jci* 
flfso Hanoverian Troops; Regiments.^ 

— Adjutant General, see Grattan. Maj. 
lolin. 

— C.-in-C.. see CamplK:!!. Maj. Cciicral 
Allan. 

— Dy. Paymaster, see Mo\ulay, A. 

— Dv. PayowsicT General, sec Buikc. 

William. 

— Quartermaster General, see Calhcart. 
Lt.-Col. Charles. 

Arni, N. Arcot Dist,. Madras, mutiny of 
N'awab of Carnatic’s cavalry- at, xxv-vi. 

Arrack, xxiv, 190. 

Arsah. repair of tmirfs at, 351. 

Arsenal, 292, 314. 

Arthur, Capt.' David, of llic Major, 4. 
480. 

Arthur. James, asst surgeon, 191. 

Artillery Corps, E.I. Coy’s, 323; promo- 
tions. xix, 437, 475: recruitment from 
Royal Artillery, for, xxi, 124; at Surat, 
.\xvii; recruits, 23. 124. 141. 153. » 5 .V 
com]>osition, 270-4; senior officer to be 
Monber of Military Bd, 258: lascars 
for the Carnatic from, 335; for Mad- 
ras, 385; officers to serve in Ordnance 
Dept., 40S. 437. 

Ara (petition). 615. 

Asafud-Daulah, Nawab Varir of Oudh. 
311; wishes removal of Bristow as 
Resdt, 67; his present to Governor 
General, 94; E.I. Coy’s troops in his 
service. J03. 114, 199, 246-7, 249-50. 

Asia (ship), i6g. 

Asquith, Capt. D., of the Surprise, 142- 
238. 
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Assam, Coy’s tnulc with 5.}. iiCy* . 

\ssay Master, Calcutta, aay; gvatmiy to. 

a 15; at Madras, ijiy-S- 
Assistant Surgeon Ceneval, icc Ellis. 

James. , 

Assistant Surgeons, appointments, Sj, 
151-a, 191-e, 301-a, 30G: Courts dis- 
approval, 276, 556, 377. 

.\ikinson, John iliomas, barrister, 279- 
Atkinson, Richard, Member, Court oC 
Directors, 163, 1G8. 

Atkinson, William, Dy. Military Store- 
keeper, 88, fxiS; Dy. Commissary- 
General, retires, 57(1. 
itlas (ship), 78, 82, 85, iti-i, 181, t()2, 

403. 45-b 4:/>- 457- 4C9. 

— Capt., see Cooper, Capt. .-Mleiu 
Atlas, of Bengal by .Maj. Kennel I. 
xxxviii-xxxix, 4.', 2; of India by Capt. 
Call, 416. 

■Vtiorncy, E. I. Coy's 319, 388. 397, 409. 
410, 414: to be retained though non- 
covenanted, 408. 

•\tidiior, for writers, 223; of Indian 
Accounts, sec Aiinis, John. 

•Uiditor General, of Asafitd-Daulali's 
English troops, see Woinbwell, John, 
-of troops beyond the Karamnasa. see 
Scawen, John. 
dumil, sec AmiL 

-Vuvangaiiad, Hyderabad, banking agency 
at, .122. 

iurangs (plates where goods are mann- 
facturetl), xiv, 234, 267, 387. 400, 371. 
572: allowances of Resells at. 22G. 

— Secy to Committee of, his allowances. 
224. 

Auriol, J.L., grain contract with, 422. 
Aviriol, J.P., .Vgenc for Supplies to the 
Presidencies, 58, 377: Secy to F.'W. 
Board, 123: resigns, 442, 452. 

'lyeen Akberry, sec Ain-i-Akbaii. 


Babbu Begam (Baboo Bheguni), Muba- 
rakud-Daulah's mother, 624. ' 

Baber, Edward, 100. 
a^ah, repair of ba 7 ids at, 331. 

Bahadur Beg (Behauder Beg), compen- 
sation to, XV, 1-0 
Bahar, iee Bihar." 

aharbund, Patna, leases of zainifidari 
or, 90. 

Ba^ur, dependency round Karikal, to 

lab of Shujaud-Dau- 

104’ j^tgirs of, xxxiv, 

bS& 378. 

'«v: 

bSIIS' ’ 4r,>- 

Baird ’ 

Baker S’ the Locho, 169 

Sv'n’ 

aBowanJS ^21, 230; 


Balasorc, Orissa, salt ni.uiulaotiiro, eti;; 
rice from. , .{22. 

--Re.sdl., allowances reiluced, 218, 
Baldivin, Capt. James, of the (Unit 1 ac- 
tor, 123. ... 

Balfour. Maj. Arlliur, lawsuit ic, Uijai- 
garh pri/c-money against. ,xxv. 319, 
381, 47(). 489: to resign, 4.74. 

Ball. l.i. Rohert, resigns, 342. 

Ballantvnc, Capt. Gcoi’gc, of the /’/go/. 
281. ' 

itntnl, (season in which silk-worm cg.gs 
arc hatched and cocoons are gathered,!. 

/ • 

Hands (embankiiicni.s), report by John 
Kin lock vc., 319-72. 

Banka Strait (.Sircighis of Banca), Dutch 
East India, sci/uic of Portuguoc 
ships near. 3l)2, 391}. 

Barabulla llesid (Banabiilla. Btma- 
bulla), near the nimitli of the 
llooghly. 307, 3<i8. 324. 

Banuiagar (Barii.tgoic). 24-Parganas. 

Bcng.il, rittiials from itio, 

Barasat (Boorsoot), 24'l'aig.inas, Bengal. 

repair of bands at, 349, 3.30, 371. 
Barber. Rev. .\illinr .Xcklaiul. Cihaplain 
to the iKHips serving in Oudb, 9. 
Baring. I’laiicis, Member. Court of 
Directors, 2. 47, 71, 80, 98, 117, iiS, 
121. ir>2. it>7, itiS. 177. 179, 203. 204. 
211. 217. 2.34. 27S. 

Barkatuilah (Burciu I'lla. Burkin Ulla). 
.Mir. ninfti of I'aina. compensation to 
and reinsiatenicm of. xiv, 1-2: note 
on, i>49. 

Barker, lingli, powers re. admiraliy 
jurisdiction. 39H. 

Barker. Sir Robert. (b-in-C., Bengal, 

3()G, 

. Barrackpore, 24 Pavgaiias Dist., Bengal, 
canton men is at, .39G. 

Baimcks, for H.M.'s forces, xxii, 13-G, 
28. 3G5. 

Bartlett, Capt. John, of the Lord 
North, 28). 

Barton, William, Member, Hoard of 
Trade, question of bis President- 
ship of Bd of Trade, 457, .333-G. 573-5. 
Harwell (ship), 78, 82, 85, 87, 113, 164, 
181, 192, 403. 416. 453. 469. 

— Capt., see Carr, Capt. Robert. 

Barwell, Daniel Octavius. Commis- 
sioner for supervising implementation 
of Faizullah Khan's treaty with Nawab 
of Oudh, XXXV, 106. 

Barwell, Richard, Member of Board, 
lease of his house, 95-G, 415, 451; his 
claim re. salary, 120-1, 332, 417, 470; 
note on, 654. 

Basalat Jang, brother of Nizam Ali 
Khan, gives up Guntur to Coy, xxxii. 
Basra (Busra, Bussora, Bussorah), Iraq, 
132. 162, 411, 490, 497, 564; cloth for, 
6, 8G. 182. 282. 

— 'Resdt. at, see Latouchc, William 
Digges. 

Bassein. Tirana Dist., Bombay, General 
Goddard’s campaign against, xxxiv, 18, 
?A- 



072 


INDEX 


n.iN>cti, John, i8|. 

Ihitavia, Java, 3<jG: arrack front, lyt*: 
supply of giain from Diuch Govi. at, 
.17^-3. 

Baithclor, Mrs Wi/abclh, joissiic of bilU 
of cNcliangc to, 392. 

Uatcman, Nathaniel, Senr. Merchant, 8; 
»a^ ami allowances, 172'3. -iGo; Mem- 
ber. Ikl of Trade, .jSS; services tom- 
mended. 589; note on, 650. 

Uatta (extra pay or allowance to public 
servants or soldiers; subsistence moncyb 
:l". 3'J. inj- 377. 3'3. iV' 10 II-M-s 
troops, 12, 13, 27: to military officci*. 
220-2: to dctachmcnl in Ondh alw- 
lishcd, 250. 

Batla (rate of di'counl), fld of Trade's 
dilTicuItics re., \iii. C13. 

naugli. Francis, resigns, 391, i-v2. 

haugh. Isaac. 101; resigns. 291. 

Bav of Bengal, 132. 301; Capl. Ritchie’s 
journal on, 95, .ji j; French ships cruiz- 
ing in. 289. 300. 3G0, .102-3. .122. .123. 

Rasies, William, butcher, i^. 

Bayne, John, agent to Archibald Fraser, 
his views re. construclion of puls and 
dofjandj, X, 3.14: his affidavit on Fran- 
cis’s charges against Impey. xviii. 337. 

.‘lio- SlH- ’ . 

Bcatly, Lt. I’ackcttham. of the loist 
Regiment of Foot. 25. 

Dcaisoii, J., Coy's grain contract with. 
422. 

Bcchcr, John, son of Richard Bcclicr, 
senr., writer. 53. vat. 

Bcchcr. Richard, senr., Nf ember. Cotiii 
of Diicctors. claims seniorhv for his 


sons, vii. 31J-2. 

Bccher. Ktchaid, )imr., son of Richaid 
Bcchcr, senr.. writer, question of h;s 
rank. sii. lat, 311-2. 117; Mcmlicr. 
Bd of Trade. 8, 309. 327; Chief. 
Dacca English Factors', dies. 327. 

Bcchcr, Robert, son RichanI Bcchcr. 
senr., cadet, question of his seniority, 
vii, 3H-2, 

Beckwith, Capt. John, of the 23rd Re- 
giment of Light Dragoons, 2.1. 

Beddingficld. Henry, cadet, 161. 

Bednur (Bednorc), Mysore, surrcndcrcil 
to the English, 133. 

Bedzy Chur, Becdiyygurr, Bcjygur, see 
Bijaigarh. 

Beechenoe, John, midshipman on the 
Grosvenor, 129. 

Beef, for Fort Marlbro’, 130, 282. 

Beerbhom, Bcerbhoom, Bccrhooin, see 
Birbhuni. 

Bega, see liigha. 

Behauder Beg, sec Bahadur Beg. 

Belgioioso, Count, Viennese Minister in 
London, representations of, xvii. 7, 
30, 650. 

Beligur, Biligur, Burdwan Dist., 
Bengal, report of bands at, 319, 351. 

Bellas. Joseph, cadet, 153. 

Belli, John, Agent Victualler to the 
garrison at Fort William, resigns, 510. 

Bellmont, Belmont (ship), 48, 63, 78, 
SS- 85. 154, 164, 188, 372, 403. 404, 


153-1. ^55. I5li. 169. 

— Capt,, see Gamage, Capl. Uilliam 
Dick., Stewart, Capt. Charles. 

Ilellotia, liellone (French frigate), 301-2. 

i«i- 

llciiarcs, 70, 73. 30*,. r,2ti; banker at, 
3<io. 422; nesV road fium, 435. 

— Paymaster of Coy's irixjps in. see 
Steele, R.G. 

— Raj,i, see Chalt Singh: .Maliiji Nara- 
yan. 

— Resdt., his plea for reduction of cuv- 
tom dtiiy, xxwii. 310: allowances of 
staff. 218: see also Fowke, Francis: 
Graham, Thomas; Markham, William. 

Benares Rupee, see Rupee, Benares, 

llencoolen, ncncoollcu, see Fort Marl- 
bto’. 

Hendv. Capt. Richard, of llic S:i'alln:i', 
121. 172. 

Bengal, dqircilaiions of Sanyasis in, 
xxxvii; Rcnnell'.s atlas of, xxxviii, 1^52; 
granaries for, xUv, 1C2: administration 
of justice in, 1-2, 126-7, 263: consign- 
ments for, 5. 83-6, ij9, ’tSi. 2S2; 
mines in. 22': investment for Europe 
(tom. 213; sail trade in, 266-7; admi- 
laliv jtirisditiion in. 363. 395, 398; 
c0rcts of famine in, .1.13: saltpetre 
mamifacturc in, 488; good hancst in, 
131: .appropriation of resources of, 
193. 370: and passim. 

—Governor, see Cartier, J. 

— Governor CcncraJ, see Hastings, 
Warren: Maqihcrvon. John, 

— N'awab, sec Jafar All Khan; Muba- 
rakud-Daulah; .Najmtid-Daulaht^ Qa- 
sim .\U Khan; Saifud-Daulah; Sirajud- 
Daiilah. 

Bciu^t Goicrinncnl: see 'Fort William 
Board. 

Bengal River, see Hooghly River. 

Bengali Language, translation of Pitt’s 
India Act into, 331. 

Bengali Translator, allowances of 221. 

Bciisicy. William, Member, Court of 
Dircctois, 2. 39, 46, 47, -19, 31, 80, 
98. 101, 115, 118, 121, 131, 112, 147' 

‘.-I®* tjD* *(52, 165, 177, 179. 18G, 

187, 203, 204. 211; executor for Capl- 
Edward Roach, Gi, 378. 

Berar, Raja of, see Chimnaji Bhon.sIc. 

Bcriiampore (Burrampore', ^furshidabad 
Di.st., Bengal, 32: repair of canton- 
ments at, .487, 39G. 

Berkley, Henry Nikolas Lionel, cadet, m. 

Bcrric (Ferric), IVilliam, Junr. mer- 
chant, 8, 391. 

Berringlon (sliip). 123, 132, 142, 143. 
‘53. ^36, 255. 281. 479. 480. 503, 507. 

508, 530. 53>. 532. 53.3. 536. 537. 538- 

.539. 540, 54.3. 547- 

— Capt.. see Jolinston, Capt. John; Ley, 
Capt. Thomas. 

Bes&orough (ship), 83, 85, V20, 164. 282, 
459. 480, 488, 508. 515. 516, 517. 5‘8. 
5‘9. 521. 53‘- 

— Capt., see Montgomerie, Capt. Alex- 
ander. 
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Best, George, Secy, iu H.M.'s German 
Office, 59. 

Betsey (ship), 389, 393, .^87; captured, 
3<J3. 378. 

Capt., iee Geddes, Capt. R. 

Betty, question of her passage expense 
57 - . 

Bevan, Maj. Henry, resumes duty, n. 
Bhagalpur (Bagglipore. Baglepore). 
Bengal, ^ waste Ian ! for disabled 
Indian soldiers in, xlii-xliii, 3.17 37;- 
■l^veniie Chief, see ChapmanJ^Cha?: 


las. ‘ ’ 

Bl^gii-athi River (Co.ssimbu/ar River) 
toll on goods at, 35. .(jg. 

"noSTn. “f- .ifc; 

Sle"'. "W'-'Sl'm-. liijuixaili. 

B.^Lt.F.re,vo.kor Gcorgo, 

“ftciMy. “5“ Saa,np„r. nanW, 

B®'. C., ducharged, P„. 
measure of land). 3,8 

in, 3&7; measures fiir “‘*.‘- 7 .' salt 

at ftomlers of ,8a Pace 

398; effect if Court 

harvest in Sood 

Bijaigarh Fort’ /n 

Giir, BeedjyUrr Bcedjy 

iiidzighur, ^BijejIhurt^^Rp Ghur, 

305: .rccruitiig^tSrc 

question of b^tv K' 3‘o; 

XXV, 70, -Q- capture of. 

526 ; dissolution ,-^ 76 , -189. 

-E mpf 

nient to H M 89 ^. 5^0; pay. 
prohibition on through. ,G- 

Europe credit Persons in 

=£::r"‘ " " ^ 

Birbhiin, (Beerblia^^^^' attrgeon, ag. 

'r™)’ Ben"“™’ Vbhoi/n-’, Beer. 

Bi d’’/'. 93 ;°r;VeSt“ ' ' 

“iSpi. IS: •■1^- 

fff'S p, '‘,8, °„T «4 p. Of the 
Slack. 133. ^Smont and 

hlack pt^ander, free mo • 

^lackbiimP'^- 8amuS rSs. 

p uf the^Vo (^i^ekbuinet ^ 7 - 

Wait, ^[0*^ A ^ Capt. John, 

""""ander „£ 


Detachment, xvii. • r. i* 

promo.io,. 07, gs’., rc. I,„ 

i'l r ^''•‘Plaiii ai 
tii ^L removed, .180 

(Shi,,,. 8, 

Hlaiisliard (Blanchard). Capt. fohn At 
hnison, of the York, '78 J T- f 
the lioc/an^/i(tm, 383. ' 

!'"/• , Gharlcs William, writer 
Bo il- ‘^^’"‘ractor. .j.SiJ. 

pmLar'd.g^;"'"™' <'a™'ol"). ,d:,: 

'‘and du■i^^“^'^-8■'T!'’''f''‘’T• 

liam Bo;ml. : '^'i'* 

■'i'tpei vi.se niei. 

xiii"t.go..p‘'\t'in"mi •" •“'"''''islraiion. 
t'to- Proccctlings 

Goinmiiieei of of 

>ics.s divided heiu?” c 

ral Depis •'»‘l Gene- 

Inspection.*’'^' ■ “ ^upartment of 

- S'ecy. reduction in illiiu-i,, . . 

507.* reduction in 

xtr also Ordnance ’ ‘ 209; 

Sanr-orfc.i™‘,e"' 

m.w Revenue; Revftn.,. ts ' 'PP'*» xee 
Hoard of Trade levt, - 

■\P: •72-:b 330. tcn^ PP'^hs in. 

xiii, 0i;j; members *8 

.primanded. i.-n- insf. n’ re- 

of g(m(ls. inV ,.!. for pack. 

209; salary and n 

hur.s. a3.l.^M7 to mem. 

fort winiaV'ijS;.;, ’’“.o"’".."''-"-"'' 

.'Ityl composition 3oq. 

tliction of. sOt..,. ’.servivi’^'^ 
to prevent assiinr. praised, ayo* 

i?n companies. 

— Acco u n ta n t, see' TW m 1 • * A«x.« m . 

-Presdt.. 387- rn.nm* Robert. 

anecs, aal^'ojo ,! and alloiv- 

rilling; vacancy during’ of 

573 - 6 ; see alw of. 

Nacres, pjiiiip William; 

Samuel; Stuart^ Hon PiU ,^f“hlIeton. 

Sa KbV^'c ='‘’- 

124. ^ .sectet Committee 

“ 5 ^ 88, .75, ,7^; 

Boddam, Rawson Flart 
Bombay, i68, iq 8 ^^tivernor of 

Bodkin, Nicholas fr,.« 

Boehm, EdmS ifr "P^riner, 183. 
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Uoj-lo, Gc-oj^c. oil loniract for u'i>aluiij> 
l>uls. :viS-t' 

Doilaii. band at. 3|<). 

Holts, Williaui, x\ii, 7: ban on traslc 
willi. note on, tijo. 

Huiiil>av, ami provisions for, 5. 

*,8. Sli, ip), 18a, i*8a. -loj. iSsl ^ali- 
pcivo for. li. ;ioo; marine at, 10. iia. 
ir,o; position re rice, 58, 48a: II.M.'s 
ii-oops at, 201, 50J, 522: ticasury at. 
309; writers at, 333; ami passim. 
lUnnbiv Dciathinciu (llctig.nl trotips sent 
to Boinlwy). 329. 337: rciliiction in. 
430. 46O: .sepoys icnvanlctl for nncTi- 
torioiis services, 507. 

— Gominamlcr, see CocKiard, lliig. Geiic- 
ral Tliomas: Morgan, Lt.*Col. Charles. 
Iluinbay Government, 114; debts of, 141. 
177, 202-3. members, iG3. 198; 

mve.stmeiil for Europe, 213: coiisiircd. 
246; mc.nsures against desertion. 2.j8: 
army csiablishnieiit, 273-4; inability 
to supply victuals to }I.M.*s 
428; money for. 593. 567, !i7o. 587-ft. 
Ctoo. 

— C.-in-C., .icr Nilson, Tlrig.-Gencral 
Ijwrcnrc. 

—Governor, sre llovUhm. Uawson Hart. 

• -KcmIi. at. see Dightuii, James Lucy. 
— Select Committee, 8:i: pnisctl bv 
Court, 36', financial distress of, »77*. 
withholil Surat revenues appropriated 
for llomiray Dei.ncluncnt. 311- 
llombay Rupee, see Rupee, lUimbay. 
Ilondcil Debt, E. I. Coy's, at Bombay. 
177, 202-3. Marlbro*. 

244. 

Bonds, grantal prior to rcceiiit of sums 
Irorrowal disapproved, 133: di'-coiini 
on. 548-9. 

Bonham. Capt. .Samuel Charles, of the 
Norfolk, 4, 404. 

Boor;«ot, see Barasat. 

Booth. — . his charges against l’.nlna 
Council, xvii, 90-1. 

Booili. Benjamin, Member, Court ol 
Directors, 51, G4, 101, 110. ti8. 119. 
t2i; of Secret Commillee. 40, 124. 
Boots Man's rivci (Bushman's River, 
Natal?). 130. 

Booty, see Spoils of War. 

Hordes, l.t. Brcon. of tlie loist Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Bosduquet, Jacob. Member, Court of 
Directors, 80, 98, 111, 115, 118, 119. 
121, 129, 134. 137. 1.47, 156. 159. 160. 
283. 

Boswell, Capt, B., of the Earl of Ches- 
terfield, 326, 405, 449, .459. 

Botany, Di Koenig's lesearches in. r,76. 
Botham, Henry, Member, Fort Marlbro’ 
Council, 323: takes presents to King of 
Achin, 465. 

Bourchier (Bouchier), Thomas, 63, 438. 
Boiudieu, Joseph, writer, 125. i4'5, 
Routke, Capt. Walter, to resume 
duty, 9. 

Bowden, Lawrence, free mariner, 183. 
Rowey, William, Dv Master Attendant. 
186, 508. 545. 


llowkei, Juhn, ]m)wcis le admiralty. 398. 

llutvics, Caiii. Cluilcs, lui. 

Braclfurd. j.Y., 39. 

llrutllcy (Bradly). .Mnj. Ilioiius, pen- 
siim for. 293, 297. 

Bradshaw, l.t. — , un leave, 5G0. 

Biadsliaw, James, Memlicr, Council of 
Supercargoes ai Ciantoii. G. 8G. 

Bradyl. 'niomas, jMuvcrs tc. atbiiirahy, 
31)»* 

UrxitUwauc. Col. — . 17. 

Braitliwaitc. l.t. John, of the luist Rtgi- 
tnciit of Fool, 25. 

Brest. Fiance, 49, 50. 

Breton. Capt. FrctliicL, on furlougli. 
Gi»7 . 

Urettcll (Uriticll), Capi. 'I'homas, of the 
Monta^i, 32. 1G9. 180. Goi. 

Brtckcli. Lt.-Fireworkcr William, re- 
sign'. i\o. 

lirtd^ewaler (ship). 281. 

Bridges, repair of. x. 39, 31J, 343-8; 
sec also ihilbaudi. 

Briganti. — . Siipdt. of Raw Silk, 419. 

Bright. Edward, assi. surgeon. i3t. 191. 

Bright. Geoi^C, 375: dismissed, vi, 33. 

ItrilU:i$n (ship), 4. 30. 52, 3G; wrecked, 
875- 

—Cap!., see .Mears, Ckipt. Cljarics. 

Brissci. Lt. John, of the mist Regiment 
of Foot. 25. 

Uiistol (man-of-war), 77, 78. 

Bristow, Jolin. Rt^t. at Oudh, 233, 
*5‘»- .^1.3: rciiistaictl, ii, 0<»-7. 3;^: 
accepts money from the Begams of 
Oudh. mi; note on, G62. 

Britonnitt (snow), 52, 170, 185, 40*-3, 
I 3 >- 

— Capt. see Cummiiig, Capt. Edward. 

UTitisli, the. prohibited by .\ci of Far- 
liaineiu from helping foreigners, xli, 
21. 150. 244.5, 3<>7. 594-.V to 
within ten miles of principal settle* 


incut. 130. 

British A’ing (shipl, 4. 

Brittcl. Jcc Brcttell. 

Broadicy. Capt. John, of the True 
Briton, 78, 83. 

Brocklcsly. Robert, 392. 

Broome, ^pt. — , resigns, 5G0. 

Broughton. — , writer, tc. his transfer 
to Bengal, 154, 333, 390. 

Broughton, Rotiert, cadet, 10. 

Broughton, Thomas, engineer, roi, 152- 

Broughton, Thomas Philip, to resume 
duly. 88. 

Brown, David, to superintend education 
of orphans of Coy's soldiers’ xlii, 191. 


Brown, Capt. James, of the Alfred, 3. 
Brown. Maj. James, on leave, 607. 
Brown, Lt. John; on leave, 542. 
Brown, Tliomas, barrister, 77. 

Brown, Thomas, free mariner, 146. 
Brown (Browne), Capt. Tlioinas, on 
furlough, 595, G0&-7. 

Browne, Lt. — , on furlough, 360. 
Browne, George, free mariner, 150. 
Browne, Capt. George, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 26. 
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— Slicriir, see Hare. Jolm; Yoiigc, I'lillip. 
Cakutia Madrasa (Madra.ssa), hiiuk for, 
xl, 317; note on, G57. 

Calico (callico), unpori inio Knglaud 
proliibiicd, r,^. 

Call. Cape T.. Sur\eyor General, xxxix, 
171; salary. pG-7; ma|> of India by, 
52 b 597* 

Callender, James, free manner. ii)i. 
Calvert, 'niomas. 72. 297. 

Camac, Lt— , resigns, 451. 

Camac, Col. Jacob, xxxiii'xxxiv. yj, 
476; resigns, 333: note on, fi3r-2. 
CamMcn, Camden (ship), 531, 6 (ki; see 
also Lord Camden. 

Camels, for army. xix. 209, 330, 480. 
Cameron. D.J.. of the yStb Regiment. 
596-7. 

Cameron. Capt. W.N.. on furlongli. 
595. 606. 

(amlcts (Cambicts), for (Jdna. (t. •S(>. 

15a. 182. 282. 

C-aiiipbell, — , cadet, 506. 

Campbell. Mai. -General Allan, C.-uvC.. 
King of England’s Army in India, 503. 
323. 56*- 

Ciampbcl], I.t-Col. Archibald, nominated 
as Governor and C.dn-C. of Madras, 
igg. 94C- 

Campbell, Dr Daniel, Surgeon Ccncrat. 
56: resigns, .{ya; to resume dutv, 18 1. 
4G7. 

C,anipbclt, Ensign Dugald, of the toisi 
Regiment of Foot. 25. 

Campbell. I.t'Col. DngaUI, of lire 42nd 
Regiment, 146. 

Campbell, James, ibiul mate of die 
IFarren, his wages, 3, 364. 

Campbell, James, surgeon, appointment 
disapproved. 131. 

Campbell, John, cornet in 23rd Regi- 
ment of Light Dragoons. 24. 

Campbell, Capt. Smollct, of the loist 
Regiment of Foot, 24. 

Campbell, ^\'illiam. surgeon, resigns. 
35^' 

Canals, iig, 192. 

Cane, Lt Madlycolt, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

Canning, John, free-mariner, 1S2, 
Caiiongoes, sec Qanungo. 

Canton (ship), 4. 

('anton. China, xlv, 60, 128. 362, 363. 
.390- 396- 405- '480; supplies to and 
from, 181, 283, 292. 322 481, 502; 
restrictions on .sale of opium at, 378. 
— Council of Supercargoes at, members, 
6, 86, 141, 184, 280: commission on 
investment to, 317. 

Cantonments, repair of, 3S9. 487-3, 596. 
607. 

Car Nicobar. Nicobar Islands, gg, 403. 
Caramnasa, Caranmassa, see Karamnasa 
River. * 

Carden. Ensign—, of the 36th Regiment, 
141. 

Cargill, Mrs — , 89, 414. 

Carmarthen. Marquis of. Secy of State, 
f.ngland, r8g. 


Caiiiiicliacl, John, Paymaster to garrison 
at Fort William, dues from, 368-g. 
Carnatic (Carnaiick), the. xxvii, iS, 
I 15-1, lC2. 21)3, 2p.|. 320, 383, 392, 
.|37, 453, 172; iiiutiiiy of Mulianimad 
* AH Khan's cavalry in. xxv-xxvi, 482, 
COo: captured hy Haidar Aii, xxxi, 
175; Nizam Alt Khan’s projH>sal for 
cession of. xxxiii, 230; survey of, 
xxxviii. 518. 

— Nawab of, see .Mnhamtnad AH Khan. 
Carnatic Detachment (llcngal troops sent 
to ilic Carnatic), iii, 384. 427; supplies 
for. xt'i. XX, 290, sSd. 482: ptomotions 
in. xxii, .{37: artillery fur, 355; plan 
fur remittances to, 422 (»; rrauction, 
(36: return to Ucngal, 471: dissolu- 
tion. 1^12; revenues for, 620-1. 

— Oiminandcr. see Pcarsc, Col. T. D. 
('.arr, Capt. Rot>crt, of the lianvell, 78, 
82. 85. 181; censured, 113. 

('.tiiridaiies (a kind of piece-goods), tdo. 
Carnnhers, Robert, cadet, >53. 

Carse. John, free mariner, I'gi. 

Caller. Charles, free mariner, 171. 
Carter. George, painter, 280. 

Cartier, J.. Governor of Bengal, on 
stipend for .Mulrarakud-Datilali, 
Casement. Thomas, avst surgeon, 151. 

igl. 

Cassan. Stephen, barrlsicr, 5G. 

Casiairs, John, asst surgeon, 1.51, tgi- 
Cailirait.' l.(-0)t, Charles, Qnaricrmas- 
ter General. King of England's Army 
in India. 385: rcwardcil for gallantry, 
xxi. 280. 

Calo (ship). 73, 8(. 

Caior. William, Collector of Customs at 
Dacca. 153.4. 

Cattzi, sec 

Cavalry, E.I. Coy's, xlx, 220; retrench- 
ment in, xxvii, 355, 368; composition, 
269-73: see also Mughal Cas’aln'. 

— .Muhammad Ali’s, mutiny of, xxv- 
xxvi, 482, D60. 

Cawii|>ore. brigade at, 250, 435. 

Ceres (ship). 4. iDj, 280. 403. 454. 457'*' 
.{69. 

— Capt.. see Price, Capt. Tliomas. 
Chair Singh (Ciicit Sing, Cheyt Singh. 
Cheyte Sing), Raja of Benares, xxxv, 
104, 119: ease reviewed by Court, 

xv-xvi, 74-7. 143; note on, 653. 
Chalmers, John, ^ree mariner, igi. 
Chambers. Sir Robert, Chief Justice and 
Presdt of Chinsura Court of Justice, 
H, 56. 338, 375: Supdt. of Chinsura 
Courts of Justice, xxix, 310, 334; note 
on. 657. 

Champanogony. repair of bands at, 351- 
Champion, Col. Alexander, xxxv. 105. 
Champion. Joseph, Persian scholar, xl. 
606. 

Chandemagore, French settlement on 
the Hooghly, to be restored to the 
French, 115-6; treaty article re. drain- 
age ditch around, 136. 

Chandrakona (Chandercona). Midnapore 
DisL. Bengal, repair of bands at, 351. 
Chaplains, in Bengal, salary, 216. 
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— ai Dacca, see Cator, William. 

CoUic, — , removed iiom ollicc, .107. 
CoUiiis, Capt. John, A.D.C. to Maj.* 
Gaicral Stibberl, Go 3 . 

Colloy, sec Kalai. 

Columbo, Ceylon, .jd-j. 

Coiiibaiild, Lt I’clcr, resigns, 333: lo 
resume duty. i-iG. 

Cnniiiundcr-iu-Chicf — 

— Ikugal, ptrsilion r'ls-ti-uis Governor 
General, iv, fiy. Gd, 311; positioo 
vn-a-vis F.W. Hoard, xix. xxIv-XXV, 
380- 1 . 50O, 39 1: ijosiiion vij-a-i/ii 
'C.-in-C. of King of Kiigland's Ann) 
ill India. x\ii-xxiii. 336-7: on dis- 
missal of cadets, 17; allowances ol 
viafl. aao, aas: to be nicmlrcr ol 
Miliiary Bd, 238; plan for recruit- 
inenf and training of sepoys, 310: 
against setting up corps of niiners, 
advises reircnchmcnts. 

.{(iii; liis niiliiary authority in Cal- 
cutta, 3G3: and ftasshn; see also 
Ciooie, Sir Eyre: Slopcr, l.t. -General 
RoIkii; Stibbert. IJrig.-Gcncral Giles. 
—Bombay, allowances. 320. 

— Koit NIarlbrti. see Murray. l.t.-C-ol. 
Alexander. 

- King of England’s Arm) in India. 
I 7 ' .'in: position vts-<i'vis C. ln-C. 
Bengal Army, sxii-xxiii, ^.'jG-?: j<v 
(ilso Campbell. Maj-Gencrai .\Uan. 

— Madras, allowances, sro; see also 
Campbell. Maj. -General Sir Archi- 
bald; Dalling, Li-Ocncral John. 
Commeicial Departtnem. 330. 263-3: 

position 1C. batia, xiii, G13; reduction 
In establislimcnt. 307. 309. 32 .|- 6 . 
C-onmiis.saries. at Dacca, I’atiu and Kal- 
kapur, xxviii, 333; Court of Directors 
on appointments of. 97, aoS. 
Cnmniissary General, 331, 36^: allow- 
ances, 231; to he lucinbcr of Militars 
Bd. 2;,8. 

Cninmi.s»ionci.s of Customs, 93, 383, .J07. 

.}i6; see also Custonw and Excise. 
Committee for Piilbaudi, lo supervise 
repair work of cmTrankmcnts, x, 268. 
Commiitec of Accounts, 592; abolislicd. 

231-2. .'>99: also Accounts. 

Committee of Auraiigs, see Aurangs. 
Committee of Grain, composition and 
duties, xliv, 4 p;o i, 461-2, 473, 482, 486; 
term extended, 267: see also Grain, 
Committee of Private Trade, 41, 71. 
Committee of Resenue. xxxix-xl, 260, 
327-8. 389. 419, 432, 637; inanagcmem 
of customs, by, 93. 206; to implement 
economy measures, 264: to keep cheek 
on unlicensed Europeans, 362, 587. 
Committee of Secrecy, see Court of 
Directors, Secret Committee. 
Commiuee of Shipping, see Court ol 
Directors, Joint Committee of Corres- 
pondence and Shipping. 

Compiler of Standing Orders, post 
alxilishetl, 21G; allowances, 219; see 
also Petrie, Tohn. 

Comptroller of Salt, allotvanccs. 207, 
212, 265-6: see also Vansittart, Henry. 


C’ofioy (bead labourer), 350. 

Consul General, His .Majesty's, in Den- 
mark, see Fenwick, N. 

Conttaclor (diip). 123, 132, 2S1. 289, 

309- 

— Cajit,, see Baldwin, Capt. James; 

niailiford. Cant. George. 

Cook (Cooke), Capt. John, of the IFor- 
mier, |. JJJ, 3G1, .(Oi, 103. 

Cooke WilUam. volunteer fur pilot 
service, ti2. 

C<H>Le, William, asst .surgeon, 151. 
Oxtper. C'-api. Allen, of the Atlas, 78. 
82. 83, 181. 

C'<K){K'r. Jtxsenli, Jiinr., priiiicr, 184. 
Cooper, William, asst, surgeon, 151. 
CtHKc, Lady, arrangements for her 
departure to Eurunc, lO), 45.1. 

(amte. Sir Eyre. C.-in-C., Bengal Army, 
'vvii. 33. 95. i.jo. 293. 20J. 319-30. 
3 jj. sC.. 3 !).. \‘fi. 137 . 139 . 135. . 3 » 7 . 
;,|2. 593: lescnts cncroadimcnt by Gov- 
ernor-General oti his authority, ii, G7. 
ii.H: operations in the Carnatic, xxxviii. 
>7-8. IJ3, 318, ‘sS.i'S; rcconimciuU 
Major's rank for Opt. Pophant, 38; 
dilfcrcnccs wiili .Madras Govt.. 427: 
death. .{13. 

Copen/tflgeit (Danish ship). .179. 497. 
Cop]>cr. 3. 83. 86. 149. iSi-3, 183, 201. 
282. 35}. 3G1: contract with I’rinsq) 
Tc. coinage and mines, 22, 200, 3oa-3, 
:i68. 132.3. 302. 511. m;,. 

Coral, commission to Philip Daercs on. 
>92. 420-1. 

Corbert. Edward. ;>oncrs rc. admiralty. 

.793. 

Coringa, East Godavari Dist.. Madras, 
XXX. 291. 

Corner, Capt. J. of the Fox, 174. 
Cornteallb (ship), .r,3j, 337, r.jo, 341. 

517 . 353. afis, 617: see al.so Fail 
Cornwallis. 

Coromandel Coast (Choroinaiulel. 
Coast. Corramandel), xxi, 3-4, 7, 45. 77 ' 
•32. » 77 ' 388. 434. 48 >. Cootc’.s 
operations on, 17-8; goods from, 243. 
266: proposed survey of, 462, 
Coroner, of Calcutta, allowances, 217: 

ofhcc declined by A. Fraser, 343. 
Corps of Light Dragoons, see Regi- 
ments. 

Corrollca Creek, in Cliannel Creek, 637. 
Corse, John. asst, surgeon, 15J, igt- 
Cossai. see Kost River. 

Co&>a]urah, see Kasijora. 

Cossim Ally Cawn, see Qasim AH Khan. 
Cossimbuzar River, see Bhagirathi 
River. 

Cotta (measure of land), 389. 

Cotton, piecegoods, 315, 316, 417-8. 4475 
for China, 243. 

Cotton. John, junr., writer, 36. 

Cotton, Capt. John, of the Genetal 
Efliott, 83. 

Cottrell, H., Member, Bd. of Trade, 
to resign, 327. 

Council of Revenue, Calcutta, see Board 
of Revenue. 
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Oouiicellor at Law, see Maxwell, Ecl- 

ward. , „ . 

Court, Capt. Jonathan, o£ the Prince 
of Wales, 136: of the King George, 
dip: of the Fox, 333-3, 406. 

Court of Directors, Governor General s 
relations with, i-ii, iv-v, 66, 73, 155, 
175-G, 347; on policy towards Indian 
powers, vi, xxxiii-xxxiv, 18, 62, 

109- to, 174, 178, 250-1; preferential 
treatment in Coy’s service to mem- 
bers’ wards, vii, 3U-2; on corruption, 
xi-xii; on army organisation, xLxii, 
17, 67-70, 179, 208-9, 269-75: on Chait 
Singh affair, xv, 74-7, 143; on agree- 
ment with Chimnaji Bhonsle, xxxiv, 
34-5; review Oudh affairs, xxxv-xxxvi, 
M-7, 103-10, 346-7, 249-50; on judicial 
administration, 1, 56; on salaries of 
Governor General and Council, 19, 
130-1; ban aid to foreigners by Coy’s 
sei-vants, 21, 244-5;. allowances to 
King’s forces, 27-8, 30-1, 47, 59, 64: 
on Coy’s contracts with various indi- 
viduals. 31-4, 37-8, 39, 54, 58; on 
maintenance of records, 48, 57, 87, 
>73- 229-31, on regulations for appoint- 
ments and promotions, 61, 78-9, 97-8, 
125, 172-3, 256-57: election of mem- 
bers, 73, 122; prevent unlincensed 

persons from proceeding on Coy’s 
ships, 86-7, 88-9: on administration 
of customs, 91-4, 206: on surveys, 95, 
171-2: on Anglo-French relations, 
115-8, 135-G; on appointments of asst. 



4 ^-i; on accounts, 229-34: on office 
of Presdt. of Bd. of Trade, 236, 252, 
'>35-6: on salt and saltpetre, 252-3 
-■‘5-7: on revision of civil and militarv 
establishment, 258-65; on allowances 
0 t oy s employees, 268-9; instructions 

with Muham- 
mad Ah Khan, G17-22 

' Sc, of Correspondence 

re ^33: on agreement 

[y Harbour, xi, 635-6. 

“-Wi Committee, 43. 01. ,02. 


Cowper, — , services in Oudh ptraised, 
250. 

Cowper, Capt. George, of the Pitt, 281. 
Cox, Lt. Hiram, retires, 578. 

Coxe's Island (Cock’s Island, Coke’s 
Island), at the mouth of the Hooghly, 
361, 401. 

Coxon, Capt.’ John, of the Grosvenor, 
129. 

Cozens, John Clement, free mariner, 
146- 

Crabb, Maj. William Joseph, resigns, 
295; promoted Lt.-CoL, 305: to resume 
duty, 184. 

Cracroft, Lt. E., on furlough, 595. 
Craggs, Lt. William, resumes duty, 9. 
Craigie, J., surgeon, on furlough, 595. 
Crawford, Lt. C., on furlough, 595, 
Crawford, Charles, free mariner, 150. 
Crawford, Lt. Guy Henry, of the 23rd 
Regiment of Light Dragoons, 24. 
Crawford, Maj. James, bis report on 
Calcutta-Chunar road, x, 435. 
Crawford, Maj. Moses, resigns, 333. 
Crawley. Thomas, free mariner, 171. 
Creswell, — , cadet, 154-5. 

Crimes, on high seas, question of powers 
for F. W. Board for trial of, 397-400. 
Crocodile (frigate), 118. 121, 122, 123, 
125, 135, 407- 

Croftes, — , arbitrator in Pnnsep s case, 
512, 545- ■ 

Croftes, Killican and Close, silk . con- 
tractors, 418. 

Crokatt, James, cadet, 113. 

Crommelin, Charles, Resdt. at Goa, 40S. 
Grow,—, w’ritei-, 154. 333, 390. 
Cuddaloie, S. Arcot Dist., Madias, 
attack on, xxi, 280, 326. 

Cudjong, see Kujang Islands. 

Cudmore, Paul, cadet, 10. 

Culpee, see Kulpi. 

Cuniine, Capt. Stuart, invalided, .391 
Cuming, David, on leave, 605. 

Cuming, Donald, to be sent tg Europe, 
171. 

Cuming, George, Member, Council ol 
Supercargoes at Canton, 6, 86, 141, 
184, 280. 

Cuming. George, Member, Court of 
Directors. 46, 47, 49. 51, 64, 77, 80 
96. 98. 118, 121. 239. 245, 254, 278 
283; of Secret Committee, 40, 228; to 
supervise embarkation of H.M.’s 
troops, 27, 59, 71. 

Cuinming, Capt. Edward, of the B)i- 
tannia, 52, 170. 

Gumming (Cuming), George, resumes 
duty, 88; Collector of Ramgarh, 99; 
Member, Committee of Grain, 450. 
Cummings (Cuniming), Col. Sir John, 
recalled from Oudh, xxvii, 246-7, 43G. 
Cununing, Lt. R., on furlough, 607. ' 
Curtis, Capt. George, of the Nottingham, 
.jo; of the Stormont, 281. 

Customs and Excise, in Benares, xxxvii. 
310; regulations, 91-4. 206, 369-70: duty- 
on silk, 194. 419; economy measures 
in Dept, of, 206, 212, 267: ln<;v»-c 
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Uilcmia j>ori, aGG; ai New Harbour, 
G.}i-a; see nbo Collector of Custottis: 
Commissioners of Customs: Taves. 
Cuttack, OrtMj, i»g; baukiiifj agency 
at, 

(.’ygnei (II.M.'s sU>op), t8i, jGS, 

5[)0- 

— Cajuain, see t-tiit — . 


D^cc^. xiii. iM-i* 519' 

576. Giu: coTlcciioti of Htitcir itm-ai- 
meat at. xxviii^ 533: mint at, 3a7. 
-Collecior of Customs, see Cater, Wil- 
liam. 

—Commercial Chief, see Bcchcr, K. 

Jtmr: Law. Francis. 

Dacrcs, I’liilip Milner. J’rcstli., lloaid 
of Trade,*. pR. 613; ilaims commission 
on (1 .vmonds ami coral, 192, -iao-i: 
conimis.sioner for siibscriplion insest- 
ment. 3«)y: resigns. .137, 535, 

Dalhng. Ij. -General John. C.-in-C.. 
Madras. 185. 

Dallos. Frauci'co, seaman, 129-30- 
Dalrsmplc, Li.-Col.— , of II.’M.'s 73««l 
Hegiment of Foot. la;. 

Daivvmpic. Atcxamicr, taj. 

Damodar Uiver (Damoodcr', 319. 

Daiuc. (iaiit. Nathaniel, Commander of 
a nets' snip. >23, 13a. 

Oaurc, Thomas, cadet. G2-3. 

Dandridcc, Edward, cttginccr, R. 

Dane, Ensign Wilham. 23. 

Oanc», the, \xlx, 93, >39: restrictions on 
export of gtaih.’ 32G; on export of 
saltpetre hy. 56(5.' .jat: on carrying 
native servants" of KnRlhh passengers. 
371: sre also Bic, O: l)cJiinark: .Seram- 
pore; Tranquebar. 

Danford, Lt. Nicholas, resigns. 592. 
Daniel, James, Chief, Masiilipaiam Fac- 
tory. 167: Member. Madras Coimcil. 
167, tS',. 2.)0. GtS. 

Daniel. Tlionus. engrascr. 184. 

Darbv. Ll. John, on fiirloiigh. 395. Goti. 
Darcfl, Harry Vcrelst, sviiicr, 99. i jj. 
152. 191. 

Darell, l.ioncl. 3fcmbcr, Court of Dtrcc- 
lots, 2, 39. .|ti. 47. 49. 31. 96. 93. 
lot. 111). 111. 11-,. Jj 8. 119. J2I. 142, 
147. 136. 139. iGo, 239. 

Darof^tui (an oJFiccr or inspector), 350. 
Dari (privateer). 121. 

Dartmouth, see Earl of Darlmoulh. 
Dattaram Tarafdar (Dotteram Tarjuf- 
dar), bis claim on land at Kidder- 
pore, 360. 

Davidson. Alexander, ^^cmber, Madras 
Council, 1G7. 185. 24G, 6r8. 

Davidson. G., asst, surgeon, 151. 
Davidson. James, cadet. 10, 

Davidson. AVilHam. asst, surgeon, 151. 
Davis, Capt. Richard, of the Duke of 
Richmond, 148. 

Davis, Samuel, writer. 99, 145. 

Davy. Maj. — . Institutes of Timur trans- 
lateil by. xl, 189. 

Davy, Map Roberts, resigns. 467 


Dawes, .Maj. Robert, on furlough, C07. 

Dawson. Lt. Edward, Cotmnandcr of 
Cadet Corps, court-niartiallcd, 331. 

Dawson, .Mathew, tS.j: resigns, 33H; 
resumes duty, 18 1. 

Day. C., f’ayinastcr of Fatcligarh Dc. 
tadimcnt, rcmaicd. .{oj. 

Day, Sir John, Adiocate Coicral, allow- 
ana-s nt, i-jrt. 5>‘« Gy** 

Dc Bairos and Uc Rcia, 397. 

Dca, John, cadet, 135. 

Dean, — . pilot, disiius-scd, 33 {. 

Deane. Ckipt, Charles, of the Earl oj 
Sandmfh, 7$, 83, 83. 

Dcate, Capt. George, promoted ilicv.- 
'faj-. 137- 

Death or Gfmy (ship), 323. 

Debts. 203. a40-4, 514-3, 599: at Uombay. 
iij. 177. 2n2'3.‘ 493*41 see also Loans. 

Delhi, famine near. xUii. 

— KcmIi. at. ixwt to be abotUhal. 219: 
see alto Ilioiitic .Vfaj. James. 

Dempster. John If.. Commander of the 
Gtfugei. 3. 

Dennurk. 33, 123; British Consul in. 
see Fenwick, N. 

Dtmnis. Capt. Robcii, resigns. 524. 

Denty. Capt. J.. resigns, .(34. 

Department of Inspection, 329, 3O9, 509; 
see else Board of Inspection: Secret 
Dcpanmciil of Inspccuon. 

PeptfoTii (shij>), itV). 185, tSg. 193, 

«7. !SS. 3'1. 3!'. 333. 33>. 111. S'*.). 

<*>3- 

' Commander, sre Elkingion. James. 

Deputy Commissary General, salary, 
221; see also Atkinson, William. 

Deputy Compiiollcr of Salt, salary, soy. 
?»».’ 

flcputy Judge Aifsocatc General, see 
Martin. Thomas. 

Deputy Nfastcr Attendant, see Bowey. 
William; Doteton, Frederick. 

Deputy Military Paymaster General, 
salaiy-. 220. 

Deputy Military Storekeeper, see Atkin- 
son. WtlUam, 

Dq>uty Paymaster Genend, King’s Army, 
see Burke, William. 

Deputy Paymasters, 79, 97; salary, 221-2. 

Dcjjuiy Postmasters, appointed from 
Coy.’s servants only, 409. 

Deserters. 3O2, 403-4; measures to check, 
xxvi, 248. .4.19, 579-80. 

Devaynes, WtUiam, Member, Court of 
Directors, 14, in. 129, 134, 137, 142; 
of Secret Committee, 124, 170, 
aaS; Dy. Cfiairnian, 143, 147, 156, i59» 
iGo, 162, 163, 1G8, 177, 179, 186, 187, 
203, 204. 2ii; Ciutrman, 228, 239. 

243* 27S. 293. 633- 

Devis, — , draftsman. 544. 

Dewar, James, Purser of die Dart- 
mouth. 405. 

Diamonds, question of rommission to 
Presdt., Board of Trade on, 192, 420-1; 
see also Precious stones. 

Dick. Ll. — , transferred to Bengal front 
Bombay, 506. 
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Dickens, John, cadet, lo. 

Dickson, Maj.—, resigns, 525. 

Dictionary, of Hindustani, 597. 

Diffhton, James Lucy, appointment as 
Bengal’s Resdt. at Bombay cancelled 
by Court, ii, 62, 379. 

Diligent (ship), 171. 

Dinapore, Patna Dist., Bihar, canton- 
ment ait, 389, 487- 596, 607. 

Dixon, iCapt.— , dollar contract with, 

484. 

Dixon, Joseph, on furlough, 555. 
Doband (type of construction for 
checking inundation), x, 344-5, 347 - 8 - 
Dobbins, Lt. Richard, 26. 

Dodalay, Doddaly (ship), 324, 395-G. 
Dodd, Capt. Thomas Crewe, 24. 

Dodds, Capt. John, major’s commission 
for, 63. 

Dogherty, Plenry, barrister, 77, 153. 
Dollars, Spanish, 587; contract for, 484. 
Donaldwn, — , paymaster, removed, 407. 
Donaldson, Charles, attorney, 303, 332. 
Donelly, — , court-martialled, 475. 

Doria (striped muslin), 160. 

Dotteram Tarrufdar, sec Dattarani 
Tarafdar. 

Douglass, — , cadet, 50G. 

Douglas, Capt. Athol, of the 101st 
Regiment of Foot, 24. 

Douglas, Capt. Peter,, of the Queen, 
282, 301. 

Douglas, W^iUiam, free mariner, 182.. 
Doveton, Frederick, Dy. Master Atten- 
dant, 33; Master Attendant, 186, 442; 
resigns, 544-5, 

Dowdesweli, George, writer, 99, 145. 
Doxat, Capt. Lt. Benjamin, resigns, 391. 
D’Oyly, Sir John, 342; Resdt, and 
Collector of Customs, Murshidabad, 
627, 629, 632; resigns, 589; note on. 
661. 


Drew, Robert, volunteer for pilot sc 
vice, 115. 

Broz, S., Member, Board of Trad 

Drummond, Capt, Charles of the Gli, 
Ion, 83, 85, 565. 

Drummond, John, cadet, 220. 
Dmmmond, Capt. Robert, of tl 
General Elliot, 181. 

u Pigny— , French commander 
ships, 464. 

OMm (ship), .69, .Si, .83, 583, 59 

DmS'rrI “/r William. 

«'a c' ofe?- G G., attorney 1 

«^™ey fo'i^nstaS- trS eTi; 

Lt^Col^ Europe, 560. 

59 . 78 ; lo 

*7'. $3™ (“'’■P'. 78, 83, S 


—Capt ,, sec Hutt, Capt, Justinian, 
Duke of Montrose (ship), 181. 

Duke of Portland (ship), 205, 289, 309. 
Duke of Richmond (ship), 148. 
Dimcanson, Alexander, dies, 451. 
Dundas, Capt. Ralph, Commander of 
the Royal Henry, 3. 

Dundas, William, resigns, .522. 

Dimkin, James, barrister, 8S. 

Dunn, Lt. Henry, 25. 

Duparc, — , French prisoner of war 


• 1.43 • 

Durogah, sec Darogha. 

Dutch, the. Si. 322, 3G3, 374, 378, 403, 
,43.^, .461; war with, xxviii-xxix, 18-9: 
investment, 16.4, 333: prisoners of war, 
-91. 334. -H-* Batavia; Chin- 

sura; Holland. 

Dutch Translator, .salary, 215, 

Dutton (ship), .j, 1G9, 191, 193, 19S, 
202, 227, 23S, 322,' 353, 360-1, 444, 
583, Go2, 603. 

—Capt., sec \Vcst, Capt, James. 

Dwyer, Thomas, .Adjutant, 27. 

D)mely, John, leave and pension for, 
605. 


E. igle (ship), lost, ,401. 

Earl Cornwallis (ship), 145, 146, 149, 
153, 161, 281, 480, 532, 565; sec akso 
Connuallis. 

— Capt,, see Alrercroniby, C-apt. B.; 
Hodgson, Capt, Thomas. 

Earl of Chesterfield (ship), xxvi, 322, 
32 (>. 333. 3 . 53 . 360. 390. 405. 444. TI9. 
450. 

— Capt., see Boswell, Capt. B. 

Earl of Dartmouth (ship), 63, 99, 289, 
290, 291, 294, 296, 297; loss of, 321-2, 
405. 

— Capt., sec Thompson, Capt. D. 

Earl of Mansfield (ship), 132, 143, 149, 
249, 281, 480. 

— Capt see Fraser, Capt. William; Hep- 
worth, Capt. Bradie. 

Earl of Oxford (.ship), 78, 82, S5, 164-, 
181, 281, 459, 460, 469, 470, 472, 474. 
478. - 479 . 5 >o- . 

— Capt., see ^Vhite, Capt. John, junr. 

Earl of Sandwich (ship^, 78, 83, 85. 

— Capt.. see Deane, Capt. Charles. 

Earl Talbot (ship), 3, 164, 202, 227, 245, 
278. 

— Capt., see Taylor, Capt. Robert. 

F. arle, Capt. S., on furlough, 607. 

Earls, Lt. J., dismissed, 489. 

East, William, cadet, 154. 

East India Company, proposed changes 
in constitution of, 145, 166-7; ^i^d 

passim; see also Court of Directors; 
Fort William Board; Parliament. 

Eastabrooke, Capt. John, of the London, 
82, 85, 281. 

Eastern Islands, Malay Archipelago, 158. 

Eaton, Maj. Isaac, on furlough, 607. 

Edgecote (ship), 43. 
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Kdmistoii, James, wujcr, ijO. 15I. 


EdinoiisU)iic, Neil Benjamin, writer, uk). 
j 

tUiucaiion, of orphans of military per- 
sonnel, xlii, »i)«, 2v'’o. 

Caiciiita Mudrasa. 

Edsyanl'. Capl. Thomas, on fv»vlow«h. 


jyj- 

/Cfriuoiil (ship). 123. i;p: lenamal Itnyal 
lhshol>, j. 

^Capt., see Ulachford, Capt. Gwrf-c; 

Larkins, Capl. 'Thosnas. 

Ecrcttcon (French friKaie), .pt. 

Electoral Troops, sec Ilanoscriau Troops. 
Elephants, conirait for. 31-2. 209. 

Eliza (snow). 5fip 

ElkiuRtou, James. Commjmlcr of ifie 
Defitford, tGr). 

Klliot, Jolni, writer, 8. 

Elliot, Joseph, ('.omnnindcr of the 
■Morse. 3. 

Elliot, Col. William, rcsij'os. ser- 

vices ap]ncciatcd. 327. 

Ellis, James. A.sst, Siiij'eon Orncral. ;,ti. 
87. 41a. 4(16. 

Elhvood. I.t. Anlhon). of the loiM 
Regiment of Font. 2.|. t>(. 

Elstlcii. Lt. M’ilHam Rolfc. of lotsi Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Elsinore (Elsiueur, Elsing<icr). Demnaik. 

British Consnl at. see Fctiwick. N. 
Encinccritig Corps, school of mathema- 
tics for. xl, |f)2; composition. 271-;;: 
complaints re. promotions. {37. 

Erra. I’aiilo, spinner, 23 p 
Erskinc, >faj. John, proimttcd Li-Col.. 
'1 7^' 

Essex (shiph idf). 300. 

Esther (brig). 487. ' 

Eitrojja (slijp). .j, 32. 281. ,j8o. 

— Capl.. see Applcgath, Capt. Angtis- 
tus Joseph; Applcgatli, Capl. William. 
Europeans, the, in army, xxi. 260-70. 
271. 272, 273. 274. 275. 385; Coy's 
trade affected hv competition from 
foreign European nations, xU. 160. 
387; confidential situations to l>c Tilled 
Gy, 257, 37g: in Accountant Gencrar.> 
office, 357; nnliccnccd, 362, 387; res- 
trictions on use of New Harbour bv. 

643-4- 

Eurydicc (ship), 12G. 128, i.jo, 155. 479. 
Evans, Jeremiah, slupwrcckctl. 129-30. 
Ewart, Lt James, on furlough. 607. 
Ewart. Simon, hnetor, 35, 73, 37,^. 
Export IVarchoiisc, allowances’ of staff 
at. 223. 

E)rc, Richard, iiowers re. admirallv. 
398. ^ 

Eyre. Thomas, cornet in 33rd Rcgiincnl 
of Light Dragoons, 24. 


Factories, E.I. Coy’s, reduction in 
allowances of staff at, 226; sec also 
Dacca; Lakshmipui- Factory; Masuli- 
patam; Patna. 

Failder, I't. Thomas, retires, xlii, 524. 


F.iirfax, Maj. John, joi. 132; fjucstion 
of Ills allowance’s, 73, 38.3, 470. 

('hi))). 32, 8|); hurm, .103, .ji|. 

— C.ipi., sec Haldane,’ Cant, John. 

Fairfnil (Fairfnl), Cnpi. Robert, of tlie 
SUfrmottl, H2, 83. 

Fairilotigh, I.t 'liiomas, of the loist 
Regiment «vC Foot, 23. 

Fji/iillaii Kliaii {Fy/rxd'j KhaiA, Rohilla 
Chief, (picstion of his treaty ol>ligu- 
lions iow’.'iiiU Nnw.ih Va/ir of Ondh, 
\i, xxxiv-XNwi. l»2. Jo.3-9. 

I-ali-T (Fiilia. Puliah), 24'Parganas 

Dist.. ilcmg.ii, 302: buildings at. 196. 
37U'i, 4(i(); facloty at. .)2o. 

F.mcy. Lt D.. cm furlonj^h, 607. 

Famine, at .M.idras, xllu. 323-6, 3J6, 
“»86-7. in Bmgal ami Oikwi, 

■||;|. 'llVi-l. Cf«. 

Faiming. I.i Hairy Carey, of the loist 
Regiment of Foot. 23. 

Farmer, C.nj)i. — . trial of. 303. 

Farmer, Samuel. )>.'iymciit of dues. 61. 

Varguharvm. W., Acting Secy, Rexenue 
Dcj>t., .331-2. 

Farrer, C.ipt. Menrv. of |I)C True /liilun, 
82. 

Tarrukhalxid (FajTUtk.Tbjd, Furrncka- 
had). T.P.. alxiUiiott of post of Resdl 
at. 219. 

- •Saw.al). sec Mu/.!ffar Jang. 

F.iu-hgaih Dciathmcnt (Fully Cthni). to 

be in Omlh as long as ' desired by 
N'awal) Varir. 2|n-;,o. 

— Dy I’.nym.i'.tcT, allowatifcs 222; see 
also RobcTiM)!). W’. 

- PayuivUlCT, post ulmUdtcd. 222; n'e 
also Day, G. 

Faiicnc.— , silk expert, 193. 

Faujtiari (relating to liic office of a 
magistrate or head of police), 2j3. 

Fawcett.—, writer. 134. 333. 390. 

Fead. IVilliain, cadet, 162. 

Feailicrstonc, Capl, Coelftcy, of the 
«02n(l Regiment of Foot, 26, 

Felony, provision for trial of crimes 
ronunitted on llic sc,a, 398. 

FcUham, — , requests rcMoialion of rank, 
440. 

Faiwick, N.. Britisli Consul in Den- 
mark. 123. 130. 

Fergusson, Ensign — . 141. 

Fergusson (Ferguson), John, rice con 
tract with, 422; htdiidn contrnct witli. 
.484, 502. 

Fsigusson, Murdock, a^st surgeon. 432. 

Fergus-son. Robert, free mariner, 191. 

Field Officers, in Beng.al Army, sioppagi 
of further appointmcnl.s, 68. 

Fiott, Capt. E., of the Tartar, 321. 3.34 

Firdausi (Fcidosi), translation of his 
)>ocms, xl, 606. 

Fischer. Lt-Col.— , 87-8. 

Fish, market, xl, 432. 

Fish River, Africa, 130. 

Fit^ge^ald, Fit/mauricc, 133. 

Fitiherbcrt, — , British Plenipotentiary, 
102 . 

Fluhugh, Thomas, Member. Court of 
Directors. 239, 245. 234, 278. 





Fitzhuffh William, Member, Council of 
Superc^goes at Canton. 6 . 142, i» 4 - 

Fitzroy, Capt. — , of the Lizard, 551. 
Fitzroy, Hon. Frederick, writer, 55, 

FiSer. Sir Henry. Member, Secret 
Committee of Court of Directors, 48: 
Dy Chairman, 49. 5 '> ^41 responsible 
for defence operations, 731 Chairman, 
73> 77> 84,96, 981 115* 

118, 119, 121, 122, 124, 129, 137; 

disqualified, 143- 

Floyd, Lt-Col. John, of the 23rd Regi- 
ment of Light Dragoons, 24. 

Fly (brig), 147. 

Fombelle, John, writer, 125, 145. 
Fontance, William, asst surgeon, .152. 
Forbes, Lt-Col. Gordon, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 

Forbes. John, free mariner, 146. 

Forde,’ Capt. — , contract for armed 
vessel, 32. 

Foreigners, Coy’s servants and Briti.sli 
subjects banned from aiding, xli, 21, 
150, 160, 244-5, 367. 394:5; competi- 
tion in trade by, 253: 447-8: measures 
for preventing lease of New Harbour 
to, 635, 643-4; sec also Danes, Dutch; 
French. 

Forrest, Capt. Thomas, 384; of the 
Lively, 290; to survey the Andamans. 
406; deputed to Riou, 4S6-7, 5S3: 
note on, 662-3. 

Forster, George, Marathi Inicrprclcr, xl, 
249: note on, 655. 

Forster (Foster), Henry, writer, 91. 

Fort, see Fort William. 

Fort (ship), 48. 

Fort Maribro’, Benkulen, .Sumatra, 4, 36, 
88, 132, 137, 154, 169, 363. 392, 587: 
provision for, 6, 52, 143, 150, 282, 308, 
414. 459; military stores for. 140, 
182, 314; Presidency reduced to Resi- 
dency, subordinate to Bengal, 189-90; 
accounts, 244, 600; military establish - 
uient, 273; pepper from, 322, 554, 5G5; 
measures for defence of, 323; money 

— r^’n ^ 98 . 502, 570. 

'-•-in-L., see Hutchins, Maj.— ; Mur- 
ray, Lt.-Col. Alcxandei'. 

French prisoners sent 
434: Hce and grain for, 
« ^'> 7 . -" 99 . S^-i. 514. 

r"’ 448 . 460, 461, 472-3, 
"so 5 . 6, 85. 149. isl 

08 4 ind from, 10. 23. 

8unp'owdS''fo¥'^’,|f’ 504, 547; 

18 !• r ’ ^40. 335; Wine for. 

Assay- mSt ^49- 567. 57o, 587; 
iwisdiction at admiralty 

houses at . 863: banking 

'186-7- and Mi^ardens at, 

-^•-in-’c Madras, 

hng, Lt Archibald; Dal- 

Geoige- Mnn J^hn; Macartney, 


Govt., disputes with Bengal Govt., i, 

iii. 173-4. 198-9. 204, 235, 356, 386. 
481-2, 503; relations with the Naiya.) 
of Carnatic, xxxii, 60, 163, 617-8, 6ig, 
621; with the Raja of Tanjore, xxxii, 
65-6; Nizam antagonised by, xxxii, 
356; Bengal’s financial aid to, 144. 
309, 481; relations with C.-in-C. of 
H.'M.'s Army, 386; powers re. prizes, 
399; views on plan for reinittance.s to 
the Carnatic Detachment, 422-6; Coote’s 
differences with, 427; question of sup- 
plies for Admiral Htiglu^ from, 428-32; 
Sir John Burgoyne’s differences with, 
438. 

— Governor, J. Holland declines post of, 
199; see also Campbell, Lt-Col, Archi- 
bald; Macartney, George; Rumbold, 
Sir Tiiomas. 


— Select Conimittee, 30, 83: views re. 
Nizam .AH Khan, 7; Maj-Gen. Stuart’s 
claim to a permanent seat in, 355. 
Fori William (.ship), 281. 283 
Fort William (Fort, New Fort), repairs 
at x-xi, 577: school for mathematics, 
xl, 462-3: garrisoti at, 272-4, 368-9. 455, 
510; chaplains at, 489. 

— Commandant of Garrison, allowances. 


220; .V6’6’ also Hampton, Col. S. 

— Garrison Storekeeper, see Plowdcn, 
Capt, R. C. 

“Major, sec Kyd, Capt. R. 

Fort William Boavtl, relations witli .Mad- 


ras Govt., i, iii, i73-.p 198-9. 20.}. 235. 
356, 386, .^81-2, 503; salaries of mciii- 
hcTs, iii, 19, 94. 120, 220-1, 337; ser- 
vices appreciated by Court, iv-V, 17.5-6: 
Hastings praised by, v, 539: poivas 
re. appointments, vii; army adminis- 
tration, .xi-xii, xix, xxiv, 68, 179, 247, 
29 '). 304-5. 319. 331. 380-1, 414, 506, 


593. 595; economy measures, xui-xiv, 
^4^1-5. 157. 1^2, 205-7, 210-1, 240-4, 
255-62, 265, 267-8, 392-3, 548-9: re- 
lations with Indian powers and land- 
holders, xv-xvi, xxxi-xxxvii, 7, 60, 62, 
85-7. 74-5. 76, 174. 630, 631; powers re. 
court-martial, xxiv-xxv, 506; nienihevs, 
8. 573-4, 551: maintenance of records, 
48, 99, 173, 229-31, 265-6; accounts and 
finances, 57, 58, 233-4., 240-4, 246, 

485-6, 502, 514-5, 548, 557-9, 588-9, 599; 
Foi't Maribro residency placed under 
control of 189-90; position vis-a-vis Bd. 
of Trade, 236, 262, 309, 315; mode of 
correspondence, 263; investment policy. 
.315-7. 334-5, 480-1, 491-5, 497-8, 571-3, 
603-4; admiralty jurisdiction, 323, 395, 
400; plan for remittances to the Car- 
natic Detachment, 422-6; dispute with 
Admiral Hughes, 428-32; lack of powers 
re. other Presidencies, 438; explain de- 
ficiency in goods sent to Europe, 
499-.502: views re. Stuart as Presdt. of 
Bd of Trade, 536, 552-3; accused 

of bribing King’s soldiers for Coy’s 
service, 562-3: provision ' for filling 
varancies in, 573-5: measures to lower 
prices of necessaries, 577; measures to 
check desertions, 579-80; on Lord 
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Macaiincy’s refusal of Go\criior-Cciic- 
ralship, .-.Jfj-O; atciuiile towauls Miiiini 
Bq;ain. <h(i: agrcciuaU uilh l^iraiii 
If. New Harl)oiir, 035-6, 6io-i, 

tijS'-i; ami Imssim. 

— Sccy., 357: separate scttetnucs (or Sec- 
ret anil I'ublic Dcpis. ijs; scr aho 
Auriol. J. I’.: Bnicic, William; Hay, 
Edward;' Smart, John. 

Eortifications, lii'pcclor atitl Diicftor of. 
proposal 1C. post of, 10, 365. 

t'oilitiule (ship). 183. 31m, 3<vS; raptured. 


\\x. 31.J. 

Faster. Ifciirv. see Forster, llcmy. 

sec f/iii/ddM'. 

Fuu)is ('hi\i). 132, 281. 

Fonlis. I.t. George, on furlonsh. 595. 
Fotindlintf Hospital, C-nUtat.i, \\\i\. 2 »h». 
Fowke, — .salar\'. .j-ji. 

Fotvkc, Franris. HcmIi. at Benares, ii. 
66, 380. 

Fowke, J., altorncN to cxciiitors of land 
Clive, 367. 

Fowler, Capt. William, promoted Nfaj.. 
3 «D- 

fox (brig), tsS. 

Fo\ (packet). 152. 17.1. »7,5. 176. 177. 

»8t. 3‘-t' 333,' 3j»- 3^' t«b. 

—Capt., see Corner, C.apl. J., Onirl. 
Capt. Jonathan. 

fox (shijB, xlv, 3. 78. 83. 85. 161. 3*,p. 

403 ' ISO- 4 *>|. 4O8. \ 0 ‘j. 173 - 5 ^ 3 . 

—Capt., ire Illaekbiirn, Capt. John. 

Vox. Capt, l.t. John, on fiiTlongh. yny. 
606. 


Fo\all. Capt. Thomas, of the Ceueml 
Coddaid, 52. 281. 

France, 50; peace and treaty nith. xxxi. 
102. iio-t, ii.')*7, 1.3.1-6. .|3|: war pre- 
parations. 18. '309: Court’s attitude to- 
wards. 117-8; see al.m French. 

Fiaticis (ship). 52, 53, 78. iGp. i8i. 1S3. 
184, 185, 403. 583. 599, (kvt. 

—Capt., sec Gnicbcr, Capt. Henry; 
IJrmston. Capt. James. 

Francis. Clement, surgeon, resigns. 5.13. 

Francis, Philip, Member of Board, 3.13. 
345; his charges against Impcy, xvih. 
328, 336-42; resigns. 8; sctllcmcni of 
accouius, 19, 39. 121, 332, ,367, 417. 470. 

Fraser. ArcHibaid, contractor for />«/- 
batidi repairs, x, 337, .3|i*8. 

Fraser. Roderick, cadet^ g'. 

Fraser, Capt. tVilliam, of the Earl of 
Mansfield, 123. 132, 507. 538, 547. 

Fredcricksnagore, see Seramporc. 

Free ^^CTchants, 388; note on. 659-60. 

Freeman, Thomas, Member, Council of 
Supercargoes at Canton, 6, 86, 142, 
184. 280. 

Freeman, tVilliam George, Member. 
Court of Directors, 2, 39, 46. 47; of 
Secret Committee, 40. 

Freer, Capt. George, of the loisi Regi- 
ment of Foot, 24. 

French, Frederick, cadet, 63. 

French, the. 44. 81, 116; Admiral Rod- 
ney’s victory over. i. xxx. 50-1: troops 
near Cuddalore, xxi, 326: activities of 
fleet of, xxx, 5, 49, 289. 291, 300, 


.31 j. 3»8. 322. 353. 360, 361-2, 372. 
102-3, 422, 123: (trisoners of wai, wxi. 
Ill, |‘t !5 c.jpiurc of ships of. 50. >89: 
to cwlc Ttiucom.nlfc, 135; hosiilitUs 
<if, I {3. 175: competition in trade, 2ui: 
shAte’in ^alipcttc mamifaciurc. 374; 
end of w.ir with, 111 see also France. 
French 'Franslalor, salary of, 215. 
Frestag, William Von, 1 1. 
rrmliard. Lt. — , on leave, 

Ftillcr. Capt. Francis, of ilic loist Regi* 
incnl of Fih>i. 2]. 

Fttha, see Valta. 

Fiirti, Tlioinas, 8. 

Furnickab.id. see Farrtikhabad. 

Fully Ghur, see Faichgarh. 

F'vdcll, John, resigns, 306; resumes duty, 

i8j. 

Fylfe, Charles, as^t. sutgeon, 151. 192. 
Fy/oola Khan, see Vaimllah Khan. 


O.VDuis (a tribe in the Punjab), deytre- 
iaiions in Roliilkliand by the, x\\v, 
106. 

Gale. I.t. Ki>bett, 26. 

Gall. resigns, } 7 ^’ 7 - 

Oamage. Capt. ^Villiatn Dirk of the 
ilellmoiil, 78, 8.3, 83, 15P.5. 
Ganganarayan Kov (Gonganarain), .51. 
Canges (ship). 3. y. 281, 322, 3.5,1. 3t">* 
-(iommandcr, <ec Dempster, Joint 11 .: 

^V*illi^mson. James. 

Ganjam, Madn.s, xxx. 291, .3.53. 

(iarce (cttbic mca'tirc of grain ustxl in 
S. )nUi.a), xliii. 323. 

(iatilincr,— , dies. -366. 

(iattlincT, Andrew, writer, )).(. ij.V 
Gaxlincr, John Philip, free mariner, 

i|6. 

G.irdincT. Capt. Richard, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, at). 

Gardiner, \\’illiam, as*-! surgeon. 151, 
•in- 

Cianlncr, 3 faJ. — , engineer, resigns, .j 57 - 
Ganlncr, George, 592. 

Garha-Mandla (Cnrrahniandulla), Jub- 
hnlpore Dist., C.P.. 17. 

Garnet, Benjamin, Quartermaster. 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 27. 

Garstin. Capt. — , engineer, 462. 

Cawith, Capt. IVilliam, pension to, xlii. 

Gaya, Collector of, sec Law, Thomas. 
Ceddes, Capt. R., of ifie Betsey, 363. 
Geed, John, chief mate of the £orf of 
Dartmouth, 99. 

Ceils (Gicis), 5 iaj. Thomas, of Madras 
Army, 115, 135. 488. 

General Coote '(^ip), 32. 78, 169, 40.3, 
441 - 

— ^Capt., see Hoarc, Capt. Daniel Griffith. 
General Department, 207; made of 
auditing accounts of, 393. 

Genera/ Elliott (ship). 83, 85. 120, i8>- 
— Capt., ice Cotton, Capt. John; Drum- 
mond. Capt. Rol^t. 

General Goddard (ship), 52. 281, 283. 

— Capt., see Foxall, Capt. Thomas. 
Gentles, Thomas, shipwrecked, 129. 
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Geography, plan for charts and surveys 
of India, xxxvm, 171-2. . 

German Troops, see Hanovenari Troops. 
Ghiretti (Ghyretty), Hooghly Dist., Ben- 
gal, 542; note on, 662. 

Ghode, see Gohad. >,11 , 

Ghulain Makdum (Gulin m Muckduni), 
Magistrate of Patna, reinstated, xi\ , 
1-2; note on, 649. 

Gicls, see Geils. 

Gilbert, Lt. M.J.. on furlotigh. 595. 
Gillies, Thomas, surgeon, 55. 

Gilpin, Maj. Martin, resigns, 52*4. 
Girdlestone,— , surgeon, of the loist 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 

Gladwin, Francis, translates Ain-i-Alibaii, 
xl, .[42, 605-6,, 663. 

Gladwin, Capt. Thomas, on furlough, 
595 ' 

Glatton (ship), 83, 85, 120, -iSo. 531, 
532, 538, 547, 565. 

—Capt., see Drummond, Capt. Charles. 
Goa, Resclt at, post abolished, 2ig; see 
also Crommelin, Cliarles. 

Goddard, Brig. General Tlioinas, Com- 
mander of Bombay Detadiment, xxii, 
294, 320, 437, 525; operations against 
the Marathas, vi, xxxiv, 18, 34, 119; 
censured for heavy expenditure, xxiii, 
329; to deliver ' command to Col. 
Morgan, 311, 329-30; note on, 651. 
Goddard, Rev. William, 176. 

Godfrey (ship), 4. 

Gohad (Ghode, Gohud), in Gwalior 
State, Coy’s aid against Sindhia to 
Rana of, xxxiii-iv, 34, 526. 

Golali (store-house for ^’ain), 462, 577. 
Golandaz (artillery man), 271. 

Golding, Edward, to resume duty, 99. 
Goinasta, Goinastahs, see Gumashtah. 
Gimganarain Roy, see Ganganarayan 
Roy. 

Gooch, Capt. George, 607. 

Gooch, James Wyard, free mariner, 183. 
Goodies, see Gaddis. 

Gopal Das (Gopaul Doss), banker, remit- 
tances to Madras through, 300, ,122-6; 
ttote on, 656. b . j . t 

Gordon, Capt.—, resigns, 454. 

of King of Eng- 

-”4.. 6<'4,.522. 561, 563; 

tVOODS. xyii o n ' ^ 


Goops, xxii, 523; 

GorU^"’ printer, 9. 


rr.wi„ cauet, 171. 

449, 5(§ ^ Nassau , 373, .448, 

Uzfenior, see Grosvenor. 

’ Wnfiam-^MaJ'^l; Hastings, 

Wil£ p Council, see 

^’°''’ilh, Cam 

Gowland, CanTSArnJSns- 507. 

B’tdiam os ’ tlh^m, of the Prince 

oS 


Graham, 'Thomas, Resdt. at Benares, 
66; Persian Interpreter to Coote, 385: 
Member, Committee of Grain, .450. 

Grain, measures to combat scarcity in 
Madra.s, xxx, xliii, 291, 297, 299, 300-1, 
31.4, 325-6. 370, 376, 386, 421-2, 460-1, 
472-3; embargo on export and its re- 
moval, xliv, 326, .482-3, 513; storage, 
xliv, 462, 577; contract with Auriol 
annulled, 58; for Fort Marlbro, 308; 
scarcity in upper India, .433, 4.43; scar- 
city at Bombay and 'rellicliarry, .{82-3; 
see also Committee of Grain, Rice. 

Grain-Keeper, to the Grand .Army in the 
Carnatic, see ITcarsey, Capt. .Andrew. 

Grammar, of Hindi, by Kirkpatrick, xl, 
184. 

Granaric.s, for Bengal and Bihar, xliv. 


.451, .462. 

Grant, — , political suiTcy of N. Ciicars 
by, 236. 

Grant, Charles, Resdt. at Makla, xxxvii. 

Grant, Capt. Cornelius, 185. 

Grant, James, engineer, 101. 

Grant, James, asst, surgeon, 151, 306. 

Grant, James, merchant, 161, 576. 

Grant, Capt. James, 294. 

Grant, Maj, Peter, dismissed, xi, 69, 381. 

Grantham, Lord, 102. 

Grasse, Count de, Commander of French 
fleet, captured, 51, 

Gi'attan, — , Irish Parliamentarian, i. 

Grattan, Maj. John, Adjutant General to 
H.M.’s forces in India, 385-6, 560. 

Gray, James, free mariner, 182. 

Great Britain, 7; war against the Dutch, 
xxviii, 19; treaty with France and 
Spain, xxxi, 135; ban on import of 
calico into, 53; treaty with LLS., Spain, 
Fiance and Holland, 110-1; and [jassini. 

Green, — , master in pilot service, 324. 

Green, Capt. — , resigns. 525. 

Green, Lt. John (1))^ of the u)2nd Rcgh 
ment of Foot, 26. 


Green Lt. John (2), of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

Green, William, free mariner, 100. 

Greenway, Capt. — , of the Admiral 
Hughes, 49, 50. 

Gregg, Ensign Robert, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 26; Lt., 64. 

Gregorie (Gregory), Capt. Charles, of 
the Manship, 281, 301. 

Gregory, Robert, Chairman, Court of 
Directors, 48, 49, 51, 64, 134; of Secret 
Committee, 40, 48: retires, 73. 

Gregory, Robert, Junr., asst, Revenue- 
Council, Patna, 62. 

Greyhound (packet), 78, 374, 376, 383, 
401, 568, 569. 

Greyhound (ship), 51, 364. 

Griffith, Joseph, cadet, 524. 

Griffith, Richard, loo. 

Griffiths, Simon, shipwrecked, 129. 

Grindall, Samuel, writer, 8; dies, 365. 

Grinsell, Samuel Dicken,’ 153. 

Grosvenor (ship), 63, 289, 294, 301; loss 
of, 123, 129-30. 

— Capt., see Coxon, Capt. John. 
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r.nicbcr, Capi. Ilcjiry, of i!ic Francii, 
52. 

Crucbcr, NicJioI.i% 55: Member, llo-rnl 
of Tiade, 8, 45^. 

Gual!alx>om, repair of Latids at, 

Gium;, ]ohn, free ninrincr. 183. 

Gujarat' (Cu/arai, Gu;erat), Wcstcru 
Imlia, ng; opcralloits in. 3J, ssO. 
Gujarat Silk (Cti/arat). 133. 

Giniiim Muckduin, sec Giiulam MakUuiu. 
Gumashlch (agent; officer apjxiintcU by 
zainhsdar to collect rent etc.). 351*. 

125 - 

Onnjjowdcr, for kfailras, 5, 83, i.jo, 333, 
{Xt- 

Guntur. Madras, Niram's conilict with 
Madras Govt. re.. x\xii. 
GurtahmandulU, see Gaiha-Mandla. 
('•iirarat, GurcTni. sec Gtij.irai. 

(iwalior. capttiic of fort at. 526: ijoic 
on, (k>i. 


HABiitRLt.i. William, jitur,, sfaman. 
shipuTcckcd. rsg, 130. 

Haider .Mi Khan, (liyder .\lly Gaim). 
ruler of Mjsoic. Oiy.'s ivjr vtlth. v. 
17. 18, jiy-'S, 173. 189. af*o «; Nlram's 
relations niih. x\xi. xxxii; dies, », 
>, 13 - 

Hajipttr (Hajcporc). Muraff.irpur Di't.. 
llinar, leases of. jjo. 

Haldane, Capt. — . of the .Vancy, if»?. 

Haldane, Capt. John, of tlic raitfoni. 
32; bis misconduct. 89. 41 {• 

Halhcd, Nathaniel Brasscy. toi; to Ire 
member of Council of Revenue, r jf>: 
resigns. 329; note on. GGt>2. 

Hall, — . civil sonant, droivncd, 

Hall, Capt. Hawkcsly, resigns, jd;. 

Hall, Cij)!. John, of the IFoicctfcr, 281. 

Hall. Capt. Joseph, of the lidyinotii!. 

Hail, iMchard, McinlKr. Couit of Pirtc- 
tors, ,}6. 47, -jt). 51. 64. 77. 80, 9«. 
98. loi, no. 111, 115, 121, 134, 1J7. 

i.'ig- h6o, 1O3, 177. 17’g. iKfi, 
187. 203. 20{, 211; superintends 

embarkation of H.^(.’s troops, 27. 

Hall, Richard. Member, Council of 
Supercargoes at Canton, i.}2. iSj. 280. 

Hall, 'Wniiain. candidate for post of 
Sheriff of C,alcuit3. 322. 

Hall. Capt. William, of ihc Lout 
Macartney, 82, 85: of the South- 
ampton, 281. 

Hallam, Capt. George, of the loztwl 
Regiment of Foot, 26. 

HalsewcU (.ship), 78, 80. 83, 85, i6.j. 
280 , 2 S 1 . 454 , 457 , 458 , 469 . 

— Capt., sec Pierce. Cajrt. Richard. 

Ham, John, Dy. Postmaster at Patna, 
removed, .{09. 

Hamilton, Lt. Anthony, resumes duly, 9- 

Hamilton. H., cadet, 438. 

Hamilton, James, free mariner, jgi. 

Hamilton, John, 63. 

Hamilton, Solomon, attorney, 56. 

Hammett, Capt. William, of the Pom- 
harne, 123, 132. 


Huiitpton, Col. S., Ca;itmandcr of the 
Garriion .nt Fort Willi, iin, 30(; .salary, 

tlancorn, Ikildivhi Uuppa. c.-idct, G3. 

Ilannav, John, resigns, 5(t. 

Hannibal (ship), attempt to capture the 
aaii Carlos, 3Ut. 

Ilaiiovcrian Tttxtps, .|G8; terms of ap- 
}>4>iniincnt, xix, loO, 28; complaints 
re. ilbirc.iimcnt, xxi-xxii, 28, 3^1; cm* 
lurkatioii of, 39. 

llaiLsan!, I.l. Hugh Allgmxl. of the 
102nd Regiment of FiKit, 2t>. 

Ilanufiutit Ram (Hurmuiit Rum), 
Uaghnnaih Kao's agent, details of his 
rcf^tion in England, xxxiii, 7. 

tiaranbari (jail), see fail. 

Haitlcastlc, Capt. Wtlliam, 123; of the 
Hillsboious'h. 132. atij. r;i>7, 333. 

Hardtiigc. Cai>t. Kiihatd. of (he Kcui, 
281, 

Hare, John. .Slicrilf of Calentia. 1G2; 
propovats re. new jail in Calcutta. 
389-90. 

Il.iripal (Italy Paul), Hix>glily ni'>t.. 
Hengal. icjiair of hands at. 331. 

Harjccuan Rai; (Hiir Jcivtui Row), 

KaghunathiaoS agent. 7. 

Il.irj)cr. I.t.'Col. GabticI, to itMimc 
duty, 99 , i') 2 * 

Harriet slorcdiil)), 22S. 

Harris, (osctih Lloyd, dies, \\2. 

Harris, Siqihcn. free nurincr, ipi. 

Harris, C^ipi. Tliomas. to rciumc dvity, 

yG. 

Hanivni. . surgctni. his uidow granted 
jicnsion. 37 G. 

Harrison, jolin, Mcmlier. Court of Di* 
rectors. 2. 39, -iC, .47, .49, 51, Gj, 77. 
80. 84. 9G, ’9S. loi, i»i>, ill, 118, 
119. i2i: of Secret Cxwmutice. jo. 
{9. 31. 73. 

HarrW'm. John. Member, Council of 
Supcrcargixs at Canton. 6. 86, rjt. 
18 (. 280. 

/fairoiif>(ir»-y, see Haraubasi. 

Harvey, Lt, — , on leave, 578. 

Harvey-, Cipi. Henry, transferred to 
Fort St. George, 185. 192; resigns, 467 

Harry Paul, see Haripal. 

Hass.ird, Ricliard Samuel, free mariner, 

191 . 

Hastings (ship), 3G1, 450. 

Hastings, Wanen, Governor General. 
Bengal, relations with Court of Direc- 
tors, i-ii, iv-v, 66, 73, 155, 175-6, 247. 
265; position vis-a-vis C.-in-C. of Ben- 
gal Army, iv, O7, C8. 311; praised by 
F. W. Board, v, 539; censured for his 
treatment of Chait Singh, xv, "J'®* 
143; effects economy in army estabhsli- 
nicnt. xxvii; on the Dutch in India, 
xxsiii; agreement with Chimnaji 
Bhonsle, 34-5; gifts received by. 94-."' 
1551 relations with Oudh and Fairullah 
Juian, 103-g, 246-7, 250; allowances, 
313, 220: accused by Francis of collu- 
sion with Impey, 337-40, 343-9: 00 
staiding mission to Tibet, 356; on 
appointment of cadets, 366; eulogises 
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seiviccs af MidUietou and Maikiwm, 
in Ondh, 454; measures to figu 
famine, 460. 462; surety Maj. 

Fairfax, 470; resumes seat at 
Board, 490: Praises services of Col. 
Muir, Lt-Col. Blair and Maj. Pophani, 
K25-7: indisposed, 575, 57^1 . recom- 

mends Munni Begam’s petition for 
subsistence allowance, 614-5: piaised 
. by Mubaiakud-Daulah, 629, 630; re- 
signation, V, 175, 186-7, ^ 99 * 

hands over charge to Macpherson. 
539; departure for Europe; 532; and 
passim. 

Haverkam, William, on leave, 605.- 
Havildar (Indian officer of the arniy), 
270, 271. 

Havili-Pinjera (Havelly), pargana in 
Dinajpur, Bihar, lease of, 90. 

Havillah, Havilliah, repair of bands at, 

349. .^51- 

Haxtike (ship), 4, 9, 353, 360, 444. 

— Capt., see Scott, Capt. Francis. 

Hawkes, IValter, cadet, 63. 

Hawkins, Francis, writer, 125, 145. 
Hawkins, Maj. Henry, on furlough, 607. 
Hay, Edivard, Secy to F.W. Board, 236, 
246; Secy to Sea-et Dept, 442. 

Hay, Capt. James, of the Lord Macart- 
ney, 188.’ 

Hay, Capt. Patrick, of the Carnatic 
Detachment, temporary brevet rank 
of Maj., 385, 437. 

Head Assistant and Examiner, allow- 
ances, 214, 224. 

Heard, — , resigns, 454. 

Hearsey, Capt. Andrew, Grain-Keeper 
to the Grand Army in the Carnatic, 
representations of, xx, 386, 542; on 
furlough, 607. 

Hector (.ship), 294. 

Heffernan, see Hiffeman, 

Hely, Capt. — , court-martial led, 607. 
Hemming, William, cadet, 63. 

Henchman, Lt. John, 101. 

Henchman, Thomas, to resume duty, 
^ 91 - 

Henckell, Tilman, Senr. Merchant, to 
be Resdt. at Rangpur, 8. 

Henderson, John, surgeon of the Fox, 
1.52. 

Henderson, Lt W., on furlough 607. 
Henry, Richard, cadet, 9. 

Hepburn George, free mariner, 146. 
Hepworth Capt. Brodie, of the £nrZ of 
Mansfield, 281 
Herbert, John. 228. 

to2nd Regiment 

surgeon of tlie 
He^e Hllowances. 125, 128. 

nSchlr’ barrister, 56. 

6^. ’ Joseph, .on furlough, 

Hettson, John, pilot, o.,o 

Heweu’ 162. 

^Vrighte, ”om ^?n Nathan 

Plewitt, Robert’ f duty, 152. 

Hicks Fmn^ ’ f! manner, 279. 

• free mariner. 183 


Miffernan (FIcffcrnan), Capt. R.. of the 
S’ancy, 290, 296; claims rc. Spanush 

prize, 399, 544 - , „ . c r, 1 ■ 

Hig"inson, Alexander, chief, Bniduan 
Pmvincia! Council of Revenue, 347, 


Migginson,- see also Wlielcv, Higgiiisoii 
& Co. 

Hijili (Ingelee), Midnapore Dist., Ben- 
gal, channel near, 324. 

Hill, Mrs Diana, portrait iiainicr, 280. 

Hill, John. resigns, 52 1 . 

Hilliard, Capt. John, on furlough. 525: 
resumes duty, 2S0. 

HiUshorough (ship), 132, 141. > 43 . ‘ 45 - 
248, 281, .479, .480, ,507, 508, 529, .531, 
532, 5.43; captured by Spanish fleet, 
xxix-xxx, .410. 

—Capt., 5t’6’ Hardcastle, Capt. William. 

Hilton, Robert, Adjutant in 23rd Regi- 
ment of Light Dragoon.s, 24. 

HinchinbrooUe (.ship), xxvi, 5.5, 164, 302, 
308, 314, 321, 335, 352, 356, 360, .400, 
.py, .480. .491, 499, 532, 538, 547. . 649 - 
.553. .554. .5<», 577. 578; recaptured, 
399. 4 R 5 : repairs, .404, .531, .565; lost, 
564. 566, 569. 579. 

—Capt., see Maxwell, Capt. A. 

Hinde, I.t. T. J. Venables, of the 23rd 
Regiment of Light Dragoons, 24. 

Hindus (Hindoos), the, at Gaya, exempt- 
ed from local duties, 507. 

Flindusiani Langua.gc, dictionary' and 
grammar by Capt. William Kirkiiat- 
rick, xl, 184, .597. 

His Majesty’s German Office, Secy in, 
see Best, George. 

His Majesty’s Minister Plenipotentiary, 
sec Fitzherbert, — . 


His Majesty’s Squadron, sec ,Navy, King 
of England’s. 

Hoare, Capt. Daniel Griffith, of the 
General Coote, 52. 

Hodgson, Capt. Thomas, of the Earl 
Cornwallis, 2S1. 

Hoggan, Capt. George, g, 112. 

Holdcroft, Ensign — , resigns, 331-2. 

Holland (States General), war with 
Great Britain, xxviii, 36, 50, 291; 
treaty with, 102, 111, 136-7, 172; sec 
also Dutch. 


Holland, Capt. Lt. — , on leave, 560. • 
Holland, Duoairell, resigns, 452. 

HolHer, Robert, clerk gt charity school, 
202. 

Hollond (Holland), John. Resdt at 
Hyderabad, services praised, xxxii-xxx 
’>i. 35b: declines Governorship of 

Madras, 199; note on, 655. 

Molt, Robert, factor, 72'. 

Honeyborne, Capt. Thomas, Comman- 
der of the io2nd Regiment of Foot, 
xxii, 26, 365. 

Highly, Dutch. Director of, jcc Ross, 

J.M. 


Hoogniy River (Houghly, Hughly, ir 
Bengal), 635; new channel of, 324 -k 
^ 354. SBi, 406. ^ ^ ^ 

Hooke, Capt. Archibald, 185. 
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Honicr. 'riiomas. cadet, lo, 
ilorbcfall, John, Cornel in a^ul Regi- 
man of Lighi Dragoons, sj. 

Horses, for Corps of eight Dragotnis. 

\\\ii. ^(33, from Monghjr, 555. 
ilosca, \VilIiani, resigns, agj. 

I losic'r. — , shipwrecked, 129. 
ilospitals, at Calcutta, for folliKlling^. 
x\xi\, 200: rcdiiction of expenses of, 
207, 217; in the army, 272. a-rj, 274. 
27^: ice t\ho Magdalen Itospilal: 
I’onlar Hospital. 

Hotuikis, — , Mineralogical Snrxtyor. 


Monghly, see Hooghly. 

tioughton (ship). 78, 82. 87,. iGy, i8i. 

— Capt.. ice ^IUIno, Opt. J.imes. 

House of Commons, 1&3. 2|2. atiC: on 
administration of justice in Bengal. 1. 
22, 128-7. 3;i7: re. bills proposing 

changes in Cos's constilutton. li',. 

Kfi-f 

Hoii&c of Lords, hilts re. revision of 
Coy's consiituiion. i,j5. 156-7. 

Howarth, -, asst surgeon, on furlough, 
Co". 

Howell, Ensign Thomas, of the loist 
KfgimeiU of Toot. 25. 

Huddart, Capt. Joseph, (if the Ho\al 
Admhal, 123. 132. 

Huddart, Capt. \Villiani, of the York, 
281. 

Hughes, Admiral bir Edward. C. in C. 
of H.M.’s Squadioii in £. Indies, i-to. 
301. 322, 399. 5n, 587: allowances 
of. 30; case re. supplies provided to 
his fleet by F.^\^ Ikiard's Agent, .373. 
J28-32: note on. C56. 

Hughes, Lt John, oh furlough, 607. 
Huibh, George, Cos's .Agent at I'oris- 
mouth, 127, 131. 

Humbcrstonc. Cxil. — , Coiiiinandcr of 
the 78LI1 Regiment of King's Army. 70. 
Humphrey, O/ias, portrait painter, xli. 


Hunter, l.t — . loigns. 5O0; icinsiaicd. 
570- 

Hunter. James, surgeon at Dacca, dies. 
576- 

Hunter, John. Member. Court of Direc- 
tors, 2, 39. .|6, 17. 49, 51. 61, 77, 98, 
101, 110, 111, 115, 118, 119, 121, I|2, 
147, ijC, 159, lOo. 162, 177, 179, 

203, 204, 211. 

Hunter. Capt. P., on furlough, 607. 
Hunter, William, asst surgeon, 151, 306. 
Hunter, 3Villiam, free mariner, igi. 

Hur Jewcm Row, see Harjeeivan Rao. 
Hurmunt Rum, see Hanumant Ram. 
Hurringotta River, properly Haringhata. 
see Madhumati. 

Hussar (Danish ship), 170, 229, 236, 


522, 5.37- 

Hussey, Capt. V. W., on furlough, 607. 
Hutchins, Maj. — , C. in C- of Coy’s 
troops at Fort Marlbro', dies, 323. 
Hutton, James, asst surgeon, 87.’ 

Hyde, J., Judge of Supreme Court, 
Calcutta. X, 343. 346. 349. 

Hyder Ally Cawn, see Haider Ali Khan. 
Hyderabacl (Hydrabad), 300, 42a. 


— Rcsdi at, allowances, 218; see alio 
Hollond. John; Johrwm, — . 

Hynes (Iljiules). John, seaman, sliip- 
wnxkcd, 129. 130. 


j[ U2<, Li. William, of the tuand Kvgt* 
iiicnt of Foot. 26. 

liiipc)’. Sir Elijah. Chief Justice, 
Supreme kToutt. aj>j«)intmcnv as 
Judge of Sailr Diivoni Adalat disap- 
{irovcti, xviii, 22-3. 49, 337; charges liy 
Philip Francis against, xviii, 338. 
336-40, 513-6, 348; leaves for Flnglaiid, 
.152; note on, O71. 

Imimit-WarebunscKccper, vilary of, asj. 

Inilcxcs, Conn's iiutnictions ’ ic., 173. 
6*3- 

India. f.imine in notlhein )>JTt of, xlin. 
433: RcnncH's map of. (;(>; Capt. Call's 
a'lUs of, 416. 521, 507.' 

Imliamcn, 321. 333, 361, 3G2. 503, 7,0}. 

Indian .States (Country I’owcrs). (iurt’s 
instmetuins re. policy towards, si. 
\x\iv, 8, 62. 109-10, J71, 178. 2:,o-i. 

Indians, the. promotion forbidden, 
13.5- provision for Uisahled 
olhccrs and 't^soys, xlii. 2)7-8; voyage 
regulations fur, 58-9, 197-8, 374; »» 
Baigal. .Madras orui Bombay armies, 
370; to be excluded from artillery, 
271; retrenched olficcrs to be retain™ 
at full pay, 275: registry ofTirc for 
seamen, 432, ,^8); see ofso Registrar of 
N'ailvcs. 

Indigo, iincstmcm in, 196-7. 201. 327* 
387, 4»>2. :,so. Go), 

Indus (shi|>). 309. 

Indus River, famine liciwccn Karamuasa 
and. xVui. 

Inf.intrv. composition of, xix, 270, 271-R 
ui>])o(ntmcnt of cadets in, 133, i.i.'i- 
allowances of C.ovcmor General's Ixidy- 
guard of. 220; {iromotion of ofikers 

in. -{.I/, 

fiificxihfc (H. M. s ship), jh. 

Iiigclce, see Hijili. 

Inglis, Hugh, .Member, Court of Diicc- 
tors, 162, 165. t68, 177, 179, 187. 203. 
20), 211, 243, 254. 278, 283. 

Ingram, I.i Archibald, of the loist 
Regiment of Foot, 23. 

Inncs, Lt William, of ilic loist Regi- 
inent of Foot, 23. 

Inspection, Etept of, sec Department of 
Inspection. 

Institutes of Timur, translated by Maj- 
Davy, xl, i8g. 

Intelligence (ship), 309, 461, 484. 502. 
582, 590, 599, &2, 606. 

— Capt., see Clifton, Capt. W.; Murray. 
Capt. John; Pennington, Capt. 'V.A- 

Im-alids, fund for, see Clive’s Fund 
for Military Invalids. 

Investment, iv, 35, 161, 165, 234.. 403- 
447-8. 497, 584. 602-4; comniissanes 
for collecting Dutch, xxviii, 164, 333- 
by tenders, i6x; Court’s reactions rc.. 
166, 192-6, 566-7; amount fi.ved or, 
242-4; sut^riptions for, 309, 3‘5'7* 
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370-1, 411. 420; F.W. Board’s expla- 
nation re., 334 ' 5 > 49 ’‘■ 5 > 49 ^, 57 ^' 3 > 
603-4; mode of raising money for, 378; 
loss of 387; loan for, 401; m piece- 
goods, money sanctioned lor, 

470: statements re., 49 S" 50 ^» 5 i 9 » 

566-7: for Mocha market, 519: plea 
for extension of, 584; see also Silk. 

Ireland, establishment of Grattan’s par- 
liament in, i. 

Iron, for Bengal, Bombay and Madias, 
5 85-6, 149, 181-2, 282; for Fort 

Marlbro’, 150, 182, 282; cylinders of, 

335 - 

Ironside, Lt-Col. Charles, resigns, 294. 

Irwin, Eyles, 36. 

Irwin, Ensign Jam&s, of the loist Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Invin, James, on leave, 605. 

Isle of France, see Mauritius. 

Italy, silk from, 134, 194. 

Ives, R.T., 590: on leave, 605. 

Iveson, Richard, free mariner, 150. 

Ivory, Patrick, asst surgeon, 151, 306. 

Ivory, Tliomas, services appreciated, 335. 


Jackson, Capt. Charles, retires, .595, 
606. 

Jackson, Lt E.R., on furlough, 607. 
Jackson, Lt J., on furlough, 607. 
Jackson, Capt. John, of the 101st Regi- 
ment of Foot, 24. 


Jackson, Richard Chalener, cadet, 229. 
Jackson, Dr Rowland, physician, 
services praised, xxxix; to practice in 
Bengal, 409; dies. 488. 

Jafar Ali Khan (Jaffer Ally Cawn, Jaffier 
Mohuramud Khawn, Meer Jaffier, 
Meer Mohummud Jaffer Khawn), 
Nawab of Bengal, 614, 615, 616: rela- 
tions with Sirajud-Daulah and E. I. 
Coy, 623-4. 


— ^Widoiv of, see Munni Begam. 
jaffrey, John, Comet in 23rd Regimei 
of Light Dragoons, 24. 

JagiV, (hereditary assignment of land an 
its rent as annuity), xxxiv, xxxv, 6 
103, 104, 106, 127. 

Jahanabad, Gaya Dist., Bihar, repair > 
bands at, 351. 

Jail, Calcutta, 217, 389-90, 400. 
Jamadar (an officer of police, custor 

Or cirmy^j 

James, Col. — , shipwrecked, mo. 

James Sir William, 53; Member, Con 
Of Directors, 122; Dy Chairman. 2 , 
39 ^ 4 '>, 47: of Secret Committee,’ ^ 

Hastings, 4P 

SS, “s'- 

laqS' S Speke, Peter. 


Jennings. Lt Richard, of the 101st Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 


Jennings, Ross, 184. 

Joachim, Indian seaman, xlv, 12 . 
Johnson, — , Resdt at Hyderabad, le- 
called, xxxiii, 250-1, 407. 

Johnson, — , sent to Faizullah Khan, 6-. 
Johnson! Benjamin, cadet, 141. 

• Tohnson. Tercmiah Martin, cadet, ibi, 


201. 

Johnson, Reuben, free manner, 279. 
Johnson, Robert, surgeon, 525. 

Johnson, William, asst, .surgeon, 151, 


192. 

Johnson, William, writer, 152, 549 - 
Johnson, Rev. William, 202. 489. 
Johnston, George, cadet, 10. 

‘Johnston, Henry, cadet, 63. 

Johnston, Capt. John, of the Herrington, 

i 23 > ^32. 5 o 8 » 530* 538- 

Johnstone, Commodore G., 290, 314. 

321, 399. 405: on, G55-G. 

Jolinstonc, George, Mcntbci', Court of 
Directors, 168, 211. 

Joint Committee of Correspondence and 
Shipping, see Court of Directors. 

Jones, Griffith, cadet, 10. 

Jones, Maj. Thomas, of tiie 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Jones, William, asst surgeon, 151. 

Jones, Lt-Fireworkcr William, retires, 

5 D 5 * 

Jones, Maj. William, resigns, 333. 

Jong Atchen, a Chinese, loan given to. 
xiv, 234. 

Joseph and Moses Norsa, 254. 

Judge Advocate General, 319, 431; 

allowances of, 221; see also Martin, 
Thomas; Stuart, John; Sulivan, Ste- 
phen. 

Jungepore, Jungypore see Jangipur. 
Junior Merchants, allowances of, 210. 
June (H. M.’s ship), 192. 

Jupiter (ship), 399. 

J.yeshtha (second month of Hindu luni- 
solar year corresponding to May-June), 
616. 


K-Apm (negro), 129-30. 

Kalai (various kinds of pulse generally 
cultivated), 422. 

Kalkapur (Calcapore), Murshidabad Dist., 
Bengal, Coy takes over Dutch invest- 
ments at, xxviii, 333. 

Karamnasa River (Curamnasa, Caram- 
nassa), 114, 465; famine in the vici- 
nity of, xliii. 

Karikal (Karrical), on the Coromandel 
Coast, 118: to be returned to the 
French, n6. 

Kasijora (Cossajurah), Midnapore Dist., 
Bengal, doria from, 160. 

Kea-mey, Bridges, cadet, 63. 438. 

Kearns, Michael, asst, surgeon, 151, 192. 

Keblc, Page, Marine Storekeeper, gy, 
^ 52 > 5 ^ 9 - 

Kedgeree, Kedjeree, see Khijiri. 

Keene, Ann, bills of exchange for, 520. 
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Kcir. Archibald, rc-commcndcd f<»r aj»» 

pjMJJJTOCJJJ 34 5Ur^CDJJ, JJJ.',. 

Kcir. ^V'^^i.un, free iHarincr. 270. 
KcjNkainjna River (Keivik Kamak liver), 
t:j[ie Colony, >«o. 

Kelly, I’airick, cadet. 77. 

Kelly. Lt.-Col. Kobcri. Uiait-. aiul wir- 
vcys of the tkirnatif by. xxwiii, 
Kemp, frauds, free marltier. tgi. 
Kcndcnllne. 0 . M.. asst, surgeon, 30*. 


Ketinau. Capt. Robert, loi; Court dis- 
approve his promotion, yj; resumes 
duty. 181. 280. 

Kcnl (ship) -p :8». 32a. 333. 310. 105. 
•Ilh 

—Capt.. see Uardlngc. Capt. Rulurit; 

Sioakcs. Capt. Tctcr. 

Kerr, Tliotnas, surgeon, of the io2ntl 
Regiment 0/ Foot, 27. 

KhalUa (lands whose revenue remaim 
property of Govt, and which arc not 
made over in /ugir or iitarn to any 
one), accounts of. 293, rgS. s<jG. jts. 

sas- 3')i- 413- ni - r.5. rA m - is*. 

4(i5, .1G7. .151, 157, iSi). 19<<. 5>3- .'I'l. 

51C, 517. 518. 5»8. 530. 557. r.iri’ .'il'i- 

■lip. ,55“- 5S3. ’ fil ' ,'.8o- 
A7iflho/j. sec Knansa. 

Klittss Affl/jflh (freehold districts of me- 
nue). 61G. 

Khijiri (Kedgeree. Kctijercc). Midn3|>Ofc 
Dhi.. Dengal, 308. .159. .|G8. r^77, jGi. 
309: old channel between HijiU ami. 
324. 

—Agent for loading and tinloading ships 
at. see Llovd. John. 

Kidd. John, free mariner, i }f>. 
Kidderporc. known for Calcutta docks. 
',60. 

Kicr. Arditbald, extension of lease of 
mines to, 20a. 

KilUcm, David. 133; nionopolv of trade 
of Assam amiullal. 5.}, 200: Agent i<i 
the Commcidal Chief of n.irca. slics. 
603-4. ir.^j 

Killican. see also Cioftes, KtlHcau ami 
Close. 

King, Ll. Gavin, of the unst Regiment 
of Foot, 25. 

A'ing George (ship). 169. 583. 399. C03. 
Go-,, 


—Capt., see Court, Capt, Jonatlran. 

Kingston. John, wine contractor. 285. 

Kinloch (Kinlock), Joseph Vorke, wri- 
ter, 99, 146, Ckrmmcrrial Resdt. at 
Acliin, 4G-,. 

Kinlock, John, Supdi. of PiiWatuli Re- 
pairs, xviii; report on repair of em- 
bankments, 3-19-52. 

Kirkpatrick. Capt. William, Hindustani 
dictionary and grammar by, xl, 184, 
597; resigns, 454.5. 

Kisirrsoy (a kind of piccegoods), invest- 
ment in, 160. 

Knclicr, lohn, retires, 605. 

Koenig, Dr, ]. G., botanist, dies. 576; 
note on, 662. 

Kootie. sec Kotha. 

Kosi River (Cossai). 349, 


Kolha (banking house), .(23, .(25. 
Kujaii^ Islands (Codjon. Cudjoctg), 
Orissa, suncy of, xxxix, 93. .jGa. 
Ktilpi (Culpce), 24-l'argjn4s Disi, ih-nj: 

321. -iwi. 171). 5G9. 

Kyd. Capt. K.. piomoied .Mj], 
.Major of Fort Wiliiaiu un«l Niilit. 
•Stty.. -117; servutrs appreciaitsl, 0 


L/i fine (French frigate), capiii 
Fiiglhli ships, XXX, 314, 
laicam. Jleujamin. .|0]; agreement v> 

Ci>y re. New llarix>ur, xi, d3a-.i5, 
l^ihar (Loliar), Gwalior, eapiurc' 

.366, 526: note on, C;,9. 

I.aliorc. farntiic at, .(45. 

{.airtl, Lt. James, uii furlough, Guy. 
I^ikshmipur Factory (hucktpore, Li 
|K>rc), .Vcvakhalt Dist., Rcngal, l>i 
at. xiii, 613; new building for, 387, 
—(Commercial' Chief, see Ilaicinan. Na- 
thaniel. 

t-ilor. Lt Matlicw. of the tuend Regt- 
incut of Foot, 26. 

Kama of Tibet, friendly relations with, 
336: note on. 633-9, 
tuimh. John. avst. surgeon. 77$, $o 0 . 
latttbcrt. Capt. F.dnatnd, to resume 
duty. 9. 

I ance, David, Member, Council of Sup- 
acatgocs at Canton, C, BG, 142, 184, 

234>. 

l^tnd Revenue, ire Kesetiue. 

I-anc. .Maj.-— . resigns, 512. 
t42iic. Henry. Member, Council of Super- 
(arpics at Canton, G, SO, i-ft-a, tSj. aSo. 
Ijhc. Tliomas, Mcml*cr, Bd. of Trade, 
8: on leave. 112. 

(4sikius. Capt. Tlvomas, of the IFurren 
//mriiigs, 4. 188; of the Epnont, 123. 
Ijikiiis W,. Accountant General, 266; 
tpu-siion of his rank, 72, 292: proposes 
increase in staff. 357; on leave. 383; 
privilege re. mode of jsayiuent, 473-4- 
Lary. Barnard, shiptvrcckcd, 129. 
l.asears. 74, 128, 150. 535, fjSS; stranded 
ill Ixnidon, xxix, 53; in’ Coy’s army. 
271. 272. 273: registry oHicc for, 432, 
5^4- 

lM\ccUri ('.hip), 78, 82, 85, 115. 181. 

— Capt.. see Wakefield, Capt. ’ifhomas. 
f.4ith(iNi (siiip), 353. 3&, 4(13. 

Ijtiifpur (Luuufpon;), Benares, fon at, 
310. 

Latouche. William Digges, Resdt. at 
Basra. 17s. 

l.aw, C^tarlcs, writer, J14, 145, 

Law. Ewan. 101. 

Law, Francis, Commercial Chief of Darca, 
6o5-.{. 

Law, Maj. James, 184; resigns, 336; dues 
fioni. 559. 

I-aw, Tliomas, Collector of Gaya, xxiv. 

507; Member, Committee of Grain, 450- 
Lawrie, Henry, free mariner, 150. 183. 
Le Gtos, James, on leave, toil dies, 442 
Le Me&urier, Paul, Member, Court of 
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Directors, 162. 165, 168, 177. ^ 03 . 

211. 245. 254. 278, 283. 

Lead, 5-6, 85-6, i49-50»^i 82, 282. 
r ear Georse, free merchant, 54 « 

Lee Thomas, Chief Officer of the Earl of 
Chesterfield, desertion of. xxvi, 449 - 
Leeward Islands, W. Indies, 51. 

Leghorn, Italy, H.M.’s Counsul at, see 
Udney, John. 

Lennox, A., indigo contractor, 327, sSy. 
Lennox, Capt. John, of the Southampton, 
449, 508. 

Leslie, Ensign — , resigns, 525 - 
Leslie, Abraham,^ surgeon at Canton, 390. 
L’Espigny, Col. — , shipwrecked, 129- 
Lewin, Richard, junr.. Commander of the 
Vansittart, 281. 

Lewis. Maj. James, 63, 306. 

Lewis, Capt. John, of the Valeiitine, 123, 
132, 299, 301, 302, 30S, 507. 5^8, 520. 
Lewis, Matthew, free mariner, tgi. 
Lewis, Thomas, shipwrecked, 130. 

Lewis, see also Angerstein and Lewis. 
Ley, Capt. Thomas, of the Barrington, 
,281. 

Light Dragoons, see Regiments. 

Limerick, Ireland, 51, 122, 129, 134, 227, 
238. 

Lind, George Edward, resigns, 541. 
Lindsay, Robert, writer, 101, 152, 422. 
Linen, from Oudh, 540. 

Liquor, excessive use by array, xi-xii, 
xxiv, 179, 190, 277, 328, 658. 

Lithan, Thomas, surgeon, resigns, 391. 
Lively (ship), 72, 290, 295, 321, 352, 392, 
409; released by the Spanish fleet, 
xxix-xxx, 409-410. 

— Capt,, see Forrest, Capt. Thomas; Mc- 
Intosh, Capt. William. 

Livingston, James, cadet, 10. 

Livius, George, resigns, 358, 

Lizard (H.M.’s sloop) 167, 168, 482, 551. 
-Xapt., see Fitzioy, Cipt.-. 

Lizard (French cutter), captured, xxx. 
Llewellyn, Lt. R., on furlough, 607. 
Lloyd, John, Agent for loading and un- 
loading ships, resigns, 521-2. 

Loans, 234, 375-6, 378, 401, 420; see also 
Debts. 

Locko (ship), 169. 

Logie, — , Chief Mate of the Grosvenor, 
129. 

Lohar, see Lahar. 

London (ship), 78, 82, 85, 281. 

—Capt., see Eastabrooke, Capt. John . 
London xxix, 53 . 

London Gazette (newspaper), details of 
rapture of French ships in, 49-51. 

^^chard, resignsT358. 

50! fst ^ 5 - 6 * H 9 - 

Lon^^d, near Sagar Island, 324, 564: 
ak, = 37 . 5.9; see 

LoS’^rV- Capt. Thomas. 

Lord Clive’s Fund. 

Fund for Fund, see Clive’s 

ona tor Military Invalids. 


Lord Macartney (ship), 78, 82, 85, 88, 
164, 188, 228, 403, 457, 459 » 464* 4 ^- 
—Capt., see Hall, Capt. William; Hay, 
Capt. James. 

Lord Mansfield (ship), 522, 53C 537 - 
Lord Mulgrave (ship), 9, 314. 32 G 35 '> 

444 - 

Lord North (ship), 281. 

Losco, Francisco da, 130. 

Loyd, Ensign Edward, of the loand Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

Luard, — , his plan re. regular packets, 
569-70- 

Liicadon (Lucadou, Lucadox), Lt. James 
Lewis, on furlough, 560; reinstated, 

579. 

Lucas, Capt,—, resigns, 524. 

Lucas, Ensign Edward, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26, 

Luckipore, Luckypore, see Lakshmipur. 
Lucknow, 114, 178, 250, 311, 41G, 502; 
Residency to be witlidrawn from, 199; 
cloth from, 327, 387, famine at, 443. 

— Accountant at.' allowances, 218. 

— Resdt., see Oudh, Resdt. at. 

Lumsdain, Maj. J., resigns, 525. 
Lushington, Stephen, Member, Court of 
Directors, 49, 51, 64, 77, 96. 98, 101, 
no 111, 115, 119, i- 9 « i 37 » H 1 > 

168, 177, 179, 203, 211, 239. 

Lushington, Thomas Godfrey, writer, 91, 
145, 202. 

Lutuffpore, see Latifpur, 

I.yons, James, 23S. 

Lyons, Thomas, 1S4. 

IVIacAo, China, xlv, 128, 390; complaints 
re. Capt. McClary by Govt, of, 
362-3, 396-7. 

Macartney, George, Lord, Governor of 
Madras, xvi, 65, 167, 185, 427; t|ucs- 
tion of suspension of, iii, 198-9, 203-4; 
to be Governor General, 186-7, ?S 9 ; 
declines, iv, 581, 585-6; dispute with 
Nawab of Arcot, 617-8; to leave for 
Europe, 568. 

McAulay, A., Dy. Paymaster to King’s 
troops, 504. 

McClaj^ (Maclary), Capt. John, of the 
Dodalay^ acquitted of murder charge, 
3 - 3 » 397: first to use the new Hooghly 
channel, 324; complaints by Macao 
Govt, against, 362-3, 395-7. 

McClary, Maj. William, on furlough, 595, 
606-7. 

McCra, John. asst, surgeon, 560. 
McCullock, John, surgeon, of the 23rd 
Regiment of Light Dragoons, 24. 
McDermott (McDermot), Capt. Hugh, 
allowances, 9; on furlough, 607. 
McDonald, Ensign John, at Fort Marl- 
bro’, 323. 

MacDougal, James, cadet, 161. 

McEvoy, John, asst, surgeon, 151, 191. 
McFarlane, Robert, Clerk of the Market, 
Calcutta, xl, 513. 

McGillwray, Lt. William, of the 101st 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 

McGowan, Capt. — , question of permit- 
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ting him to navigate the lUiagiiaJhi, 
3:»« M*- 3<>0- , . 

^fcGowan, Maj. Jolin, 151, in.vl*: revjgiii, 
^^2; note on. O53. 

McGicgor. Ca^)t.— , resigns, 52r,. 

Maciiilosh, W'llliaiii, free inarijtcr, i()i. 
McIntyre, Cant. J., on furlough, 007. 
Mackay, Hugh. 171. 

Mackauic, — . opimn couiraci with, Go. 
Mackciuic. Maj. Alexander, promnlril, 
170. 

Mackenzie, Capi. Jalie/, ot> fnilough. 
(joy. 

Mackcuac, Caju. Robert. f)0* 

Markcn/ic, Ca]>l. T.. of jlie .IcHve. ;io2. 
Mackimosli (Mrlmosh). Cant. William, 
of the 281; <»t the Lwety, 

2f)0. 

McLaiy, — , inaiiiic contract tviili, 311. 
Macleotl. Lord. C,ommautla»tl of 
73rd Regiment. 1;,, 301; allowances. 30, 
■,vi. 

MadCTMl. Col.- scitlctncm of UK dues. 
Go7-8. 

Macicod. Gilbert, asst, stirgcon. >31, 191. 
MclMicrson, l.t.-Col. Allan. Quarter* 
nutter General, contract for canton- 
ment repairs, .j87-S. 

Mepherson. Maj. John, xxlt, Li-Col.. 293; 

leaves Cor Europe. 301*3; note on, 63(1. 
Mepherson, Sir John. Governor General. 
Bengal, t. V. 339: Member of Board. 
*S9- 2.')0, lot, ,J9o. 386; note on. 

6G2. 

Macraby, Alexander, Supdt. of I'olicc. 

Calcutta, dies, saj. 

McRae, Ensign John, t {G. 

Madajee Sindhia. Madliajcc Scindia. see 
Maitadji Sindhia. 

Itfadeira Island, oil west co.i$t of Africa. 
169, 540. 

Madeira Wine, xxiv, i8i. aSa-3. 540. 
Madhumati (Hurringoti.a), estuary of the 
Ganges, 361. 

Madias (Madraspalnam, MadrassN, 36, 49. 
56. n. 294. 311. 35). 3<». SC'. 3»'|. 
•jGS; army at. xxvii, 272*3. 355. .135: 
supply of grain lor relirf of, xxx, 322, 
325-6, 370, 376-7, 481; iroons from 
Bengal for, xxxi, 17; as a market, 243: 
cattle for, 297; artillery for, 385; admi- 
ralty jurisdiction at, 397; rice for 
Bombay from, 483: see also Fort St. 
George. 

— Govt, of, see Fort St. George Govern- 
ment. 

Madrasa. Madrassa, see Calcutta Madras,i. 
Magan (division of a revenue dist.). 116. 
Magdalen Hospital, 198. 

Magellan, Straits of, Chile, 398. 

Maghs (natives of Arakan), incursions 
into Chittagong by, 32. 

Maglashan, Capt. Alexander, Court criti- 
cise major’s commission to, 63. 
Magnanirne (ship), 308. 

Mahadji Sindhia (Madajee Sindhia. 
Madhajee Sindhia, Mahaaajee Scindia, 
Mahajee Sindia, Madhojee Sindia, 
Mhadjee Sindia), Coy’s suppeart to 
Rana of Gohad against, xxxiii-xxxiv. 


.1L 52^*1 offcis protection to Ragliu* 
itaih Rno, xxxih, 304*5: peace treaty 
willi, 525. 

— Re»U ’ at Court of. 207, 251; allow- 
ances, 21.S; see also Anderson, Li David. 

Mahal (division of a disi. or estate), 2CG. 

Mahd. .Matatur Dist., Madras, restored 
to the I'rcticli, 117. 

.Mahip Narayan (.M.ahipnarjin), Raja of 
Benares, 389: retluciion in customs duty 
Oxed by, xxxvii, 310. 

Mahomed Aly, see .Mulumniad Ali Khan. 

Mahonuxl Uc/a Cawn. see Muhammad 
Ki/a Khan. 

.Mahon, Htigli, xsst surgeon. 151. 3oti. 

Mahraiias. see M.ir.aih.K, the. 

Maiyaui River (Qtitiagong). 32. 

Major (sln’p). 4. |G|, 32a, 353. 360, 441. 
139: lost, 179-80, 5 <kS. 

'-Capt., see Arthur, Capt, David. 

Major, of Fort IVilllam, see Kyd. Capt. 
R. 

Maker, Radar, see Rotlcrmackcr. 

3!jlai)ar Coast, 13, 17, 311, 529. GoS. 

.Malacca (Mollacci', Straits of, Go, 309. 
.ifM- 597- 

Mataiigi (salt nuiuifaclurcr). 2G0. 

Malayans, the xvii, 323. 

Malda, Bengal, Sanyasi menace in, -.388, 

• -Kevit, see Grant. Ciuixlts. 

Maldiva Islands, Indian Ocean, specie 
for. 5t2. 

Manhy, George. 153. 

.Mandtestcr. England, mnslin from, ii3. 

.Mancitester, Duke of, signs peace treaty, 
t^r** t3<5. 

Matidal (headman of a village who some- 
times acts as a^ent of zamindar), 350, 

Mamlalghai Porgann (Mundlcgaut, Nlun* 
dulgauth Howrah Dist., Bengal, rcpaii 
of banas at, 319*50, 351. 

Mangalore, South Canara Dist,. Madras, 
172; surrendered to the English, 133: 
nee for. 403. 449. 451. 

Maniar (Monoher Parsec), Paisi mes- 
senger of Raghunaih Rao, well-received 
in England, xxxiii, 7, 

Manjn Shah (Mujenoo Shau), Sanyasi 
leader, his activities around Maidj, 
xxxvii, 388. 

Mannix, Ll George, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

Mansfield (ship), 147, 479, 484. 507. 508, 
'i*'. 538. 54.8. 547* 

Aimw/u'p (ship), 281, 283. 

—Capt. see Cregorie, Capt. Charles. 

Manship, John, hlember. Court of Direc- 
tors. 39,' 46. 80, 98, loi, 111, 118, 119. 
162. 165, 168. 177, 179, 186, 187, 203. 
204, 211, 239, 254, 278: of Secret Com- 
mittee, 40, 49, 170, 228. 

Mamvaring, William, free mariner, 183. 

Maps and Plans, xxxviii-xxxix, 143, 

hfarathas (Mahrattas. Marattas, Marrat- 
tas), the, vi, 294, 472, 526; as a military 
power, xxvii; tieaty with E. I. Coy. 
xxxiii. 7, 143, 175; 176. 311. 329. 360, 
364, 525; see also Bassein; Chimanji 
^on^e; Mahadji Sindhia; Raghunath 
Rao; Salbai; Tuljajl. 
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Marathi Interpreter, see Foster, George. 
Marine, Bengal, 73-4» 3845 proposed 

economy in, 208; separate branch, tor 
- new Hooghly channel, 406; contract 
for, 544: see also Master Attendant. 

— Bombay, lo, 112, 150. 

Marine Contractor, see Sampson, Capt. 


John. 

Marine Paymaster, 230, 353, 364. 

Marine Storekeeper, see Keble. Page; 
Price, Joseph. 

Marine Surveyor, see Ritchie, Capt. J. 
Market, at Calcutta, xxxix-xl, 327-8, 432. 
Markham, William, Resdt at Benares, 
6G; recalled, 380, 454. 

Marque, Letters of, restrictions on use of, 
xvii, 323. 

Marquis of Rockingham (ship), lost, 45. 
Mariattas, see Marathas. 

Marriott, William, 100. 


Marsden, Lt F., retires, 595. 

Marsden (Marsdon), J., Member, Fort 
Marlbro’ Council, 354. 

Martin, Byam 101. 

Marlin, Thomas, Dy Judge Advocate 
General, 319; Judge Advocate General, 
356, 580. 

Mason, Lt — , 141. 

Master Attendant, 95, 325, 354, 483, 565, 
569; not to hold marine contracts, 
32-3; see also Allen, Capt. George; 
Doveton, Frederick; Thornhill, Cud- 
bert. 

Masulipatam (Massulipatam, Mussuli- 
patam), Kistna Dist., Madras, 167, 471, 
504; plan for sending money to, 300, 
422-6. 

—Chief, see Daniel, James: Sadlier, 
“ Anthony. 

Mathematics, school at Fort William for, 
xl, 462-3. 

Mathews, Stephen, surgeon, 124-5. 

Mattos, J. D., cadet, 9, 

Mauritius (Isle of France), Indian Ocean, 


^ -10. 30. 189, 318, 364. 

Maw, Capt. Robert, of the Asia, 169. 
Maxwell, Capt. A., of the Hinchhi- 
broohe, 404, 405, 549, 554, 565: refuses 
to surrender deserters, x.xvi, 579. 
Maxwell, Edward, Counseller at Law, 

free mariner, 228. 

. a\ov s C.ourt, Calcutta, empowered to 
examine prizes, 432. 

Meavs, Capt. Charles, of the Brilliant, 
.,7-. ;i73. 

• ears, John, free mariner, 171. 

Med,-,) (frigate), ’ 384. 

Medirlt allowances of, 217. 

it^uincs, i.ji; reduction in expenses of 
^71. 201. 
surgeon, 151. 

Mohomcil Jamer Khan, Mee 


Mohummud Jaffer Khawn, see Jafar 
Ali Khan. 

Meet- Saib, see Mir Sahib. 

Mehals, see Mahal. 

Mehsi (Mehysee), Champaran Dist., 
Bihar, Judge at, see Perring, John. 

Meik, James, asst surgeon, 191. 

Mence,' Capt. George, resigns, 451; re- , 
sumes duty, 184. 

Mercer, Lt George, on furlough, 595. 
Mercer-, Capt. T., of the Resolution, 
308, 384: rice contract with, 359. 

Mercer, Ensign William, 463. 

Merchants, compensation to those affect- 
ed by embaago on grain, xliv, 461, 473. 
Mercmy (ship), 150. 

Margui, Lower Burma, survey of islands 
on coast of, 486. 

Merry, Capt. Charles, A.D.C. to General 
Sloper, 176. 

Mesurier, see Le Mesurier. 

Metals, restrictions on extraction from 
mines. 200. 

Metcalfe, Maj. T. T., Agent for Military 
Stores, resigns, 608. 

Metcalfe, Capt. Thomas, Military Store- 
keeper General, 88. 

Meyer, George Charles, writer, gi, 145. 
Meyers, Thomas, writer, 8. 

Mhadjee Sindia, see Mahadji Sindhia. 
Michell, P., Secy, Court of Directors, 102. 
Michie, John, Member, Court of Direc- 
tors, 122, 134, 137, 156, 159, 160, 162. 
165, 168, 177, 179, 186, 187, 203, 204, 
211, 239, 245, 283; of Secret Com- 
mittee, 124, 170, 228. 

Middlesex (ship), 281. 

Middleton, John Charles, resigns, 454. 
Middleton, Nathaniel, Resdt at Oudh, 
XXXV, 62: to be recalled, 67; resigns, 454. 
Middleton, Samuel, Presdt, Bd of Trade, 
535- 

Midnapore, Bengal, 368; revenue from, 
295- 

Mierop, Thomas Kuyck Van, Member, 
Council of Supercargoes at Canton, 6, 
86, 142, 184, 2S0. 

Military Administration, see Army. 
Military Board, composition, powers and 
duties, xix, 258-60, 269. 

Militar)' Commissary General, to assist 
Bd of Inspection, 231. 

Military Department, 208: mode of cor- 
respondence with, 263; see also z\rmy. 
—Secy, allowances, 223: see also Kyd, 
Capt. R, 

Military Fund, see Clive’s Fund for 
Military Invalids. 

Military Paymaster General, 230, 368, 
383. 392. 435. 4-io. 4(^6. 470, 557-8, 559; 
allowances, 220, 221. 

Militar)’ Storekeeper, 230; allowances, 

O O J 

.Military Storekeeper General, see Met- 
calfe, Capt. Thomas. 

Military Stores, 6. 86, 354. 364. 4.44, 455; 
for ^ the Carnatic, 290; for Fort Marl- 
bro’, 314: sec also Arsenal; Ordnance. 
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— Agent for, see NfcicaUc, Ma|. T, T. 
Militia, rcircmhincDts iu. xxvii, 136. 

— rayniasicr, allowances, aaa. 

Miller, James, on leave, 603. 

Miller, John, Uy SujhIi of I’olice, Cal- 
cuii.1, 313. 

Mills, Llurles, Mcjnijcr, Coujl of Diicc- 
tors, JGa. 2.J5, 231, 278, 383. 

Mills, Jolin, Mipvlt of Police, Calcutia, 
resigns, 313. 

Mills, WiMiJin, .Nteiuber, Court of Diicc* 


tors, 122, ro,'{. an, 239. 

Minchin, Thomas, asst aiiigcun, S7, 13a. 

Mineralogical Surveyor, see ilotchkis, — . 

Mineis and Pioneers, proposal re. sctllni* 
up corps of, 10. ^Gj. 

Mirjcs, 22; surveying of, xxxviii; rcstric- 
lions on worwng of, 200; see also 
Copjvcr. 

Mint, at Calcuiu, ayS. 306, 312, 

■ 11 :.. IjJ- ^5j. 157. ll'j. •l'^7. IJi. is6. 
537. at JJatca, 327: at Maiiiupaiam. 
(22, .{2{; see dho Copper. 

Mint Master, Calcutta, commission to. 
215: see also Ucclicr, Uichard. senn 
Paxton. W. 

Mir llurcut Lilia, see Ilarkatullah. 

Mir Jafar. see Jafar AU Khan. 

Mir Qaslm. see Qasiin Ali Khan. 

^fir Sahih (Nfecr Satb). (faidai Alt's 
general, mortally wounded. 17: note 
on C31. 

Missing, Jolui. cadet, 10. 

Mitchell, A., cadet, 438. 

Mitchell, Nfaj. Archibald. aSu. 

Mitchell, Ciapt. Charles, of the U'if/aim 
Pitt, 281. 

Nfitchcll, David, asent to the owner of 
the Hurprise, 237-8. 

^^itford. Ricfvard, cadet. 171. 

Nfobarcxik Ally, sec Mubaraknd-Daulali. 

Mocha, Yemen, pioposal to open up 
trade with, asG-?. 502. 319. 631, Coo. 

Afociirrei'v, sec Aluijflrrflri. ' 

AfofFatc. James, Afemher, Couic of Dircc* 
tons, 2, 49, G4, So, «jG, gS. tot. 113. 
119, 18G, 187, 20.3, 204, ail, 239. 2|5. 
- 54 . - 7 ^> 3S3, 439; simcrviscs cinbaika- 
tion of Hanoverian iroops, 59, 71. 

Moffat. John, claims eomniand of itic 
/iesohiiion, 404. 

Mogul. Resdt. with the, tee Delhi. 
Rc-sdt. at. 

Moguls, see Muglul Cavalry. 

Molloy, John, free mariner, 191. 

Afolung/iert, see Malaugi. 

Monat, James, engineer, 73. 

Afonghyr (Afongheer), Bengal, horses 
from, 335: mine at, 511, 545. 

Afonoher Parsee, see Maniar. ' 

Monson, Col. G., Member of Board, 341. 

Afonfagu, Afontague (ship), 32, 78, 169. 
180, 181. 183. 405. 444. 5S3; loss of. 
601, 602. 

— Capt., see Bretlell, Capi. Thomas. 

Montgomerie, Capt. Alexander, of the 
Besborough, 83. 85, 282, 508. 

Montgomery, Ensign AVilliam, of the 
loist Regiment of Foot, 25. 

Moiiurshy, repair of bands at, 351. 


Afoodic, Charles, frex: mariner, 183. 

Moure, Capt. James, piomoietl Urev.- 
•'I.ii-. 3 * 7 . ■ 137 - , . . 

Muoic, Lt. James, promoted (.apt,, 
SU3O. 

M<x>ic, Lt. John, of the lotsi Regiment 
of Foot, 23, 

Mooishedabaii, see Mursliidabad. 

.Moote]H>llam, see Moiupalli. 

.Mordannt, f.t. Ifcnry, 3G. 

Moreen, Robcti, steward of the Tartar, 

33 |. 

Mo'^an, Lt.-D)l. Charles. 413, 497; 

Commander of Bombay Detachment, 
3»i. 4^^, v>t»; promoted CoL, 

320; instructed aiwnt rctraichincnis, 
ttsignv. 473, 

Morgan, Col. James. G07. 

Morgan, Ckipi. Roliett. of the Pigot, 78. 
Ha. 83, 439. 

Morinc, Alexander, asst, surgeon, 151. 

.Morris, John Lamb, asst, surgeon, J51, 

3 o«>. 

.\torris. Lt. Robert, resigns, 339; resumes 
duty, iB|. 

Morris, 'nionus. asst, surgeon, 151: his 
uogta as su/gron of the iVarrert, 155, 
iGi, 229. 331. 

Morrill).' James, free mariner, 183. 

Afoise (ship), 3. 

.Mortc River, Africa, ijio. 

.Morton, Capt. John Pierce, of IL.M.’s 
73rd Regiment of Fool, 12O. 

Moiton, ’Iliomas, Secy,. Court of Direc- 
tors, 138, iGG. 1C7, iSo. 

Moseley, William I/od, cadet, G3. 

Molic. Thf>m.is. Sn}>dl. of Police, Cal- 
enua, 4«Kj; (juexlion of his removal, 
5 * 2 - . ‘ 

Mutteux. John, .Afaiibcr, Court of Direc- 
tors, iGz, tG3, tOS, 177, 179. tSG, 187. 
20.1, 20}, 211, 239. 2|5. 

.Moiupalli (Mootcpollatn), Guntur Divt., 
•Madras, 17. 

.Mouat, Lt. — , engineer, 88. 

Mouatt, Andrew, free mariner, 148. 

.Mount Steioarl, Mount Stuart (ship), 4: 
captured, xxix, 410. 

Mubarakud-Daulah (Mobarcck Ally). 
Nawab of Bengal, petition for fresh 
agreement wiUi Coy, 622-32. 

Mu^. see Maghs. 

Mughal Cavalry (Moguls), F.. I. Coy’s, 
4 A 5 - 

Mughals (.Mogul), the. xxvii, 252. 

Muhammad Ali Khan (Mahomed Aly). 
Navvab of Arcot (or the Carnatic), xvi, 
66, iiG. 117, n8. 143, 162, 629: Coy. 
to annul agreanent with, ii, xxxii, 60: 
dispute between Madras and BengM 
Govts, over, iv, 198-9, 204; debts and 
finances, xxxi, 144, 619-20; dispute 
with Madras Govt., xxxii, 163, 6 * 7 ^ 
urged by Court to conclude treaty re. 
defence of tlie Carnatic, 617-22. 

— Resdt. at Court, see Sulivan, R. I- 

Muhamniad Riza Khan, (Mahomed Rwa 
Cawn), iVa/d Diwan and Naib Nazirn 
of Bengal. Bihar and Orissa, his sti- 
pend increased, 433. 
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Muir, 

5-4: 


Col. Grainger, 68, 476; resigns, 
services appreciated, 525-6; note 

on, 652-3. 

Mujeno Shau, see Manju Shah. 

Mulberry Plantations, encouragement to 
cultivation of, 419. 


Mulgrave (ship), 333. 335. 4 ^ 3 - 
Muller, Frederic Rodolph, cadet, laO. 
Munchliauson, Baron — , Privy Counsellor 


to War Office, Hanover, 12. 
Mundlegaut, Mundulgaut, see Mandal- 


ghat Pargana. 

Munduls, see Mandal. 

Munni Begam (Munney Beegum), widow 
of Mir Jafar, petition for subsistence 
allowance, xxxvi, 614-7. 

Munro, General Sir H., C.-in-C., Mad- 
ras, resigns, 355. 

Munro, Lt. Henry, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

Munro, Capt. James, of the Houghton, 
78, 82, 85, 169. 

Munro, John, cadet, 63. 

Muqarrari (fixed lease), 90. 

Mure, Francis, 100. 

Murray, Lt.-Col. Alexander, his bond, 
57 , 376. 559: C.-in-C. of Fort Marl- 
bro’, 323. 483, 502. 

Murray, Lt. Charles, 56. 

Murray, Capt. G., of the San Carlos, 
361-2. 

Murray, Janies, cadet, 439. 

Murray, Capt. John, of the Intelligence, 
sent to Batavia for procuring rice, 
460-1. 


Mun-ay, Capt. Peter, offg. Adjutant Ge- 
neral, Bengal, 505; allowances, 593. 

Murray, William, cadet, 141, 

Murray, William, Lord, ^pt. in 77th 
Regiment of Foot, 59. 

Murshidabad (Moorshedabad), Bengal, 
repair of bridges at, 39, 341; Muba- 
rakud-Daulah’s request for administra- 
tive control over, 630. 

-—Collector, emoluments, 206. 

—Collector of Customs and Resdt., de- 
sirable qualifications for post of,’ 630; 
see also D’ Oyly, Sir John; Pott, Robert 
Percival. 


Murvah, Patna, lease of, 90. 

Muskets, 149, 150, 182, 282. 

Muslm, 113, 416. 

Mussulipatam, see MasulLpatam. 
Mutiny, 333; of the cavalry in the C 

\fnvoff’ 482; note on, 660. 

Mu/alfar Jang (Muzuffer Jung), Na\ 
of Favrukhabad, question of Bri 
A to, 109.10. 

~San ^ 


Naugiaore), banking 

small band of soldiers), 
N'amwok, investments in, 160. 


Najmud-Daulah (Nudjeem ul Daulah, 
Nujim ul DowJa), Nawab of Bengal, 
624, 627, 631; stipend of, 616, 628. 

Nalhi (open litter or palanquin used by 
persons of rank), 630. 

Nambona, African Coast, 129. 

Nanay (packet), 72, 73, 83, 290, 296, 297. 

- 99 . 384^ captures Spanish ship, 399, 
544; loss of, 162. 

i— Capt., see Haldane, Capt. — ; Hiffernan, 
Capt. R. 

Nankivell. John, free mariner, 150. 
Napier, Lt,‘ John, of tlie loist Regiment 
of Foot, 25. 

Narraiiies, see Rupee, Narayani. 

Narbudda see Nerbudda. 

Nash, Maj. Thomas, of the 23rd Regi- 
mc’nt of Light Dragoons, 24. 

Nasmyth, James, asst, surgeon, 151, 192. 
Nassau (ship), 229, 373, 448, 480, 508, 

— Capt., see Gore, Capt. A. 

Naval Stores, of H.M.’s Navy, 182; of 
Coy’s, 429.’ 

Navigation, 95; in Bhagiiathi River, 369. 
Navy, King of England's, commanded by 
Admiral Rodney, i, xxx, 5, 50-1; in 
East Indies, 83, 325, 407, 508; officers’ 
allowances, 30-1, 188, 368, 541; stores 
for, 50, 57, 100, 182, 326-7, 335, 373. 
428-32. 

— C.-in-C., see Hughes, Admiral Sir 
Edward. 

Neave, John, 590. 

Neckcloths, inv^tnient in, 160. 

Negapatam (Negapatnam), Tanjore Dist., 

, Madras, 136, 301, 314, 372. 

Negus, Eras. Coleman, Chaplain of 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 27. 

Neptune (ship), 63, 123, 132, 154, 165, 
281, 372, 444; damaged, 302. 

— Capt., see Scott, Capt. George; Scott, 
Capt. Robert. 

Nerbudda (ship), 162, 164, 165, 170, .403, 

444 . 'I46, 447 ^ 448, 45 L 455 . 465. 475 ^ 
498. 593, 605. 

— Capt., see Rattray, Capt. J. 

New Fort, see Fort W'illiam. 

New Harbour, on Channel Creek, 
changes in ' Coy.’s agreement with 
Lacam re., xi, 632-45. 

Newman, — , shipwrecked, 129. 

Newton, Stephen, Free mariner, 279. 
Nichel, Maj. Thomas, 389. 

Nicholls, Capt. Thomas, 87. 

Nichols, J., 131. 

Nicolls, Maj.—, 596. 

Nillae (kind of blue cloth), investment 
in, 160. 

Nilson, Brig.-General Lawrence, G. in 
C., Bombay, 200. 

Nizam Ali Khan, xxxi; conflict with 
Madras Govt, xxxii, 7; demand for 
- surrender of the Carnatic rejected, 
xxxiii, 250-1. 

— Resdt at Court of, 207, 356; see also 
Hollond, John. 

Nizamait (office of the Nazim, i.e. 
Governor, of the Nawab of Bengal, 
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Uihar, and Oris-sa at Murdiidabad), 
61G, GaC, C27. 628. 

NoWc, Henry, free mariner, 182. 

Noble. Lt. Mungo, of the loist Ktgitnent 
of Fool, 25. 

Sansuch (sliip). aya, 378. 381. 385. 

— Owner, sec Watson. Col. — . 

(ship), xxii. .j, lOj, 192. jai. 
yj:u sti;,. joj. .uj. .133. .iCy. 
19»' 199- 

Norsa, scf JosCjdi and Moics Norsa. 
North, Jolm, free mariner, i.jG. 

North. Lord, Frime Mittlstcr of Eiij: 
land, i; Secy of Stale, 128, 393; «i» 
peace treaty with Hollaittl, I 37 - 0 . 
Northern Citcars (Ciicars, Siicars), Mad- 
ras, *7, 23!), U3. .17a, 483; Ntram’s 
demand re. surrender of. 230. 
\'ortltiimbc>la>iil (ship), >69, 308. 322, 
3 * 3 - 

Capt.. sec Rees, Capi. James. 
•Votiin^ham (ship). 1, 3G. .J3, 5a, 333. 
3<)i. 370, .m: contraci with Court of 
Directors re. H. ^!.’s forces alxiard, 
40-6. 

—Capt.. see Curtis, Capt. George. 
Nowland, R., Agait Victualler, 431-2. 
Niidjcctn U 1 Dowlah, .Nujim ul DouU. 

see Najinud-Daulah. 

.VnrGitt/rfa, iVurGudda/i, sec Xerbudda. 
Nutt. Capt, Justinian, of the Duke 0/ 
Kingston, 78. 82. 83. 

.Yym/j/i (sloop), 30, 


Oaths, Act of 1‘arliamcnt re.. 391. 

O'Donncl, John, aequiltcxl of murder 
charge. 323. 397. 

Ogilby. William, attorney, too. 

Ogilvic, Capt. Wjlliajji, 293. 

O’Hara. Alexander, cadet, to. 

Oldfield, Cristopher, writer, 8. 

Oliver, Ensign — , shipwrecked. 129. 

Omichand, his legacies for hospitals, 
wxi.x. igS, 200. 

Opium, 158, 334. 4G1, 603; contract with 
Mackenzie, Go; for Canton and Rieu, 
Go, 289, 292, 322, 363, 378, 487; ban 
hy Cliinese Govt on, 61; for Fort 
Niailbro', 502, from Patna, 604, 

Old, Joseph, free mariner, 279. 

Ord, Robcii, writer, J14. 

Ordnance, 335; taken from the Dutch, 
xxviii, 292; for Fort Marlbro’, 314. 

Ordnance Department, 335, 353; re- 

trenchments, 223, 408: 'see aha Boanl 
of Ordnance. 

Orissa (Orixa), recruiting centre, xx; 
willidrawa! o[ Berar army from, xxxi, 
jy; restoration of French possessions 
at 115; administration of justice in, 
127: admiralty court for, 398. 

Orphans, 597; anangemems for welfare 
of Orphans of military officials, xli- 
xlii, 191, 280, 440-1. 


Orr, — , Quartermaster in King's z\rmy, 
12G. 

Urruck, James, asst surgeon, 131. 

Oslmriic.—, cadet, 133. 

Ostertcy, Osterly (ship), 1O9, 181, 335. 
389. 

—Capt., see Rogers, Capt. Samuel. 

Oiidh (Oude, Owdc), xxvH, 43O: (lUcs- 
lion of rcsioraiioii of jagirs to Begams 
of, xxxiv-xxxv, 10.3-3; from, 519. 

r,2u, 3|ii: see also Lucknow*. 

— N'awab Va/ir. Faizullah Khan's engage- 
ments with, vl, xxxv-xxxvi, Ga, 105-8: 
in-aty wiih D>y, xxxiv, 103; iclatiotis 
with Cliait Singh. 7j; see also yVsafud- 
Daulah; Shitjaud-Daulah. 

— Kculi, fccallctl. 2t8; see also Bristow, 
jotiii; .Middleton, Nalhanie], 

Owen. I.i-Col. Artliur, his promotion, 
319-20. 437; Col., .^27; leaves for 
Kngt.'ind, 433: note on, G57. 

Given. Rev. John, Chaplain at Calcutta, 

i8|. 

Oxford (diip). 403, 479. 


P ACoi)\ Rupee, see Rupee, Pagoda. 

Painting, Cby's encouragement to, xU. 

i’ahhali (water-carrier), 270, 3 ft. 

Palk. Robert, Member, Bd of Trade, 
309; ill-hcalih, 132, 391. 

Pallas., Andrew, Quartermaster in loisi 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 

Palmer. Maj. — , at Oudh, 2.30. 

Paimer. Ensign J-II.. couri-martiallcd, 

I’al'mcr. \VilIiam Ceorge, cadet, 153, 
990-1. 

Palmyras Point (Point Patmiras), head- 
land in Cuttack disi., Orissa, survey 
of. xxxix, 93. 414. 

Paper, for certificates and bills of ex- 
change. 180, 183, 592. 

I’nrganfl (tract of country comprising a 
numlicr of villages), 90. 

Park. Capt. A., resigns, .1.31, 4.34. 

Parker, Sir Hyde, Vice-Admiral of the 
Blue. 140. 

Parker, Col. J. N., 2nd in command of 
the Bombay Detachment, 511, 320, .329. 

Parker, Capt. William, of the Bridge- 
water, 281. 

Parkes, Capt. Ricahrd, of the Jf'arren, 
nairatcs loss of Uic ^ip, 146, i47*9- 

Parkin, Hugh, Kfember, Council of 
Sui>ercargocs at Canton, 142, 184, 280. 

Parlby, James, engineer, 9. 

Parliament, 29, 588; bills proposing 
changes in Coy's administration. 145. 
1.36*7; dissolvcti. 163; see also House 
of Commons; House of Lords. 

Act of, 168, 175. 414, 492; 
appointment of Uie Govemor 
General, v, 539; re. provision for 
redressing grievances of Indian 
rulers and landholders vi, 174, 178; 
prohibiting Coy’s servants ^ and 
British subjects from assisting 
foreigners, xu. 21, 150, 244-5, S®?' 
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Ain-, re. vacancies in F.W. Board. 
8^r,73-.{; re. p.ayment of Kuig ^ 
troops serving in f.J’ 

‘10, .17: penalising illicit ii.int. 

(t-r,: re. inainienance of rccovils. 
Ts. aag, 231; re. supplies lo 
H.M.’s ships in India, 50, K(’ 

326-7, 373. -i-’S. -13 >- 

exportation of calico gooils. 53--}* 
re. salaries and allowances ol 
Governor General and Council, 
qj-s: 120, 337: sent lo India, laO. 
166-7, 37-i‘ ri'ii; jnris^iciions of 
Bengal and Madras Govts fixctl 
by, i73-.i; re. submission of e.Mab* 
lishment stateinenis, ly.j; re. Secret 
Committee of Cxmrt of Directovs, 
188, 228, 263; re. retrenchment in 
Coy’s civil and military cstablish- 
meiiLs, 204-5; stbijpage of 

appointment of writers. 210; le, 
promotions 25G; re. Siijn erne Court. 
339-40: re. conri-niavtial. 3.7'i*7* 
594: re. Europeans not in Coy’s 
ser\'icc, 387; for changes in E.W, 
Board’s admiralty jnristliction, 398- 
.joo; re. taking of oatlis, 591; 
prohibiting Coy’s servants from 
accepting gifts, 620; note on, 649; 
sec also Pitt’s India .\cl; Regnlat- 


mg 


;\ct. 


Parr, Thomas, writer, 121. 146. 

Parry, Ensign — , in Engineering Corps, 

41.3. 

Parry, Thomas, Member, Conn of 
Directors, 2, 39, .i6, 47, 122, 129, 134. 
C37. 142. i47« 1.56, loO, 160, 162, 1G5, 
168, 177, 179, 186, 187, 203, 211, 239, 
245, 254, 278, 283. 

Parsons, William, free mariner, 191. 
Parwana (written precept or command) 
331. 

Paschoud, Lt. -Fireworker John Francis, 
56. 

Pasley, see Petrie Keble and Pasley. 

Pater, Lt — , on furlough, 595, 

Paterson, Ensign Thomas, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 26. 

Patna, compensation to Muhammadan 
Counsellors at, xiv-xv, 1-2: collection 
ot Dutch investment at, xxviii, 333; 
granary at, xliv, 451, 462; preservation 
of records at, 8, 391; fixed leases of 
and in districts of, 90; customs 


uiBuiLis or, 90; customs 
administration at, 206, 267: saltpetre 
opium from, 604. 

-t-nief and Council, Booth’s charges 


against, xvii, go. 

John- 

Patna Rodermacker, S. 

Pa nn ^^''^oue Council. 62. 

99.’ ^^omas, junr, to resume duty. 


Paul Anusiiuk and .‘^on. wine eontvact 
with, 283. 

Paxton, W.. Mint .Master, Calcutta, 
elainis for nunicv paid by him to the 
nutch, lOo. *ito*‘. controversy 

with Asviiy Master. administers 

estate of j. Carmichael, 3l>8-9: arbi- 
tvatcr in Prinsep's ease. .512, 
re-signs. 519. ■ c 

Pavmasler C»cneial, xln. -",9. 309- 3’>3, 
388; of ILM.’s tioops. id; to troops 
iicvund the Karainn.is.i. }<r,. 

-of .Asafnd'D.inl.ib’s English tiov'jis. .o r 
Wonibwcll. lolni. 

Pavma.stets. 120. 230: defalc.itions bv. 

ic - 31 - :l'Hb I'b- iclieiubnicnl. 

208; ieductiiin in' .dlowancp .rod nnn- 
niissi(>n. 220-2. .'Cf* dso ( iiil P.ivni. in- 
ters; Militais Payiii.isiei. 

• Cainatie Detaehmcni, jy.j. 

- (dinn.’ir Delaelinieiit. see .Steele, K.C*. 

- -Fateiigarli Delai linicnl oUne .ibolished, 
’* 

- Garrisons, or (■.irinii ii.icl, J. 

•Madnis. {13. 

- froops beiond ilu- K.n.imnas.i, ctliiie 
•.diolislied. 222. 

--Troops in Benares, .tee Steele, R.G. 

I’eaeh, Samuel, .Member, Council ol 
Supctc;ug«,K:s at Canton, 142, 184, 280. 

Pc.iisc, Call. T.I)., Caimmamler of Car- 
natic DetacUmetit. \xxi, 17, 23. ('>S, 
119, 368, 413. 501); tonvess irea.svite to 
.Madras, iii, 353; hi.s ajiplication for 
promotion tejccial .\xii, 437; sialf ic- 
tluced, xxvii. .{35, 342; detained. 482, 
193; note on. 

Pccle. l.owthcr, catlei, 9. 

/Vgu.H’ (French man-of-war), captured, 

XXX, 49. 50. 

Pemberton, Rev. IL)., Chaplain to 
garrison at Fort William, .{89, 

Pemberton, Ll Henry, of the loisi Re- 
giment of Foot, 25, 

Pennington, Capt. W. of the Intelli- 
gence, dies, 582. 

Penny, Capt. N., of the Swalluuf, 5G8; 
resigns, 5G9, 

Pensions, regulations re., 268-q: from 
Nlilitary Fund. 305. 379; to 'disabled 
pilots, .}oG. 

Penson, A'homas. cadet, 6‘j. 

Pepper, 147, 190, 243, 252, '292, 308. 322, 
.1^31 53 *> . 55 - 1 ' 565- 

Pcrrcati. Robert Samuel, .758; factor at 
Fort Malbro’, 174, 392. " 

Perric, see Berrie. 

Perring, John. Judge of Mebsi acUilat, 
resigns, viii, 721. 

Perring, Peter, Coy’s claims on, 89, 147, 
414: note on, 654. 

Persian Interpv'cter, see Graham, 
Thomas. 

Persian Language, 173, 751; works trans- 
lated from, xl, 60.7; reduction in 
establishment of teachers, 268. 

Persian Translator, allowances, 214 

Perumukkal (Permacoil), S. Arcot Dist 
Madras, 17. 
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I’ctlcy, Capt.-I.t John, of ihc 23rd Regi- 
ment of Light Drag(xjns,,2.i. 

Petrie, John, (’oinpiler of Stamliiig 
Ordersi xh. Ip: resigns, sps; rc- 
apjwlmcii, 3;54). 

Petrie Kcblc .ihd P.islcy. 397. 

Philips. I'rands, cadet. 

Phillips. Henry, inventor of an insetii- 
cidc, i.ji. 

Phillips, James, fiec mariner, ipr. 
Phoenix (shipL s8i. 

Physician, Caicmta, .salary, 217. 
Pieccgooils, investment in, ifm, 313, ^ifi. 
417-8: privilege to commander of slims 
re,, 182: for Rion. .jS;; sre aho 
Cotton: Silk. 

Pierce, Capt. Richard, of the Ilalsncfll, 
78. 82, 85, 280, 281. 

Pierrard. Francis, writer. 8. 

Pigol (sliip), 78, 82, 85, lOj. 281. (03. 
».) 9 . 50^- 

— C-api.. see Ballaniyne. C.ipi. Gauge: 

^^org3n. Capt. Robert. 

Pigou, Capt.—, of the hleudlorti, 353. 
Pigon, Cliarles Edward, Nfcnihcr, Coun- 
cil of Supercargoes at Clinton, fi. 80. 
i.]i, 184, 280. 

Pigou. ^VilUaIn Henry. Member. Coun- 
cil of Supercargoes at Canton, 0. 80, 
141. 18}, 280. 

Pilots, sunev of new Hooglilv channel 
by, ,324-.’,: fixation of pensions for. .joC. 
Pfnlcerton,' Capt. F.. ol ySih Regiment, 
claims by, 561. 

Pijwn. Charles, Dv Paymaster of 2nd 
nrigade, dues from, 434. .jOO. 

Piraq’, F.W. Board’.s {wwers re. trial of 
eases of, 398: Poituguc<c complaints 
against. gOa-a. ^ofl. 

P/tt fshibb 281. 

Pitt’s India Act. passage of. xvii-x\iii. 
350-1, G18-J): nee eho Parliament, 

Act of. 

Plans, TC. geography or navigalion of 
India, to be sent io the Court, 171-2. 
PlaydcH. Charles Stafford. Swpdi of 
Police, Calcutta, 343, 512. 

Plowdcn, Capt. R.C.. Garrison Store- 
keeper of Fort William. 510. 

Pocock. Admiral G.. allowances of, 31. 
Pog^io. Guisejipe, Italian silk spiniicr. 


Point Palmiras. see Paimvras Point. 
Pointing, see Poyniiug. 

Police, Calcutta, measures for belter 
regulation of, 557. 

— Commissioner, see Tollcv. Maj-— . 

Dy. Supdf., sec Miller,' John; Sher- 
burne, J. 

— Supdt, 231, 3^2; bye-Iasv ercatirn; 

office of. xviii, 409: allosvanccs. 216; 
see also Macraby, .Alexander: Mills, 
John: Afotte, Thomas: Playdcll. 

Charles Stafford. 

Polier, Maj. Anthonv. promoted Brev.- 
Lt-Col., 311. 

Pollard, John, free mariner, igt. 
Pollock. Hugh, cadet. 153. 

Polygan (petty chiefs in South India). 
174. 


PtHiiliihciry, 508: to be rcsloied to 
France, ttO.’ttS. 

PiHisliunw (ship), 123. 132, 138, 141. 

281. 289, 301). 

— Capt., see Hammcit, C.ipt. William; 
’niomas, Capt. James. 

PiHillmiuly. see Pii^hnndi. 

Pools see Uiidgcs. 

P(N>na (P(H>n:ih), question of (kiy’s 
having Resdl at. 231. 

Ptqtham. Capt. |.. of the .Inn and 
.trneli/}, 381, 4II8. 

Pophatn. Sfaj. William, 437, 525: ser- 
vices appreciated, 3ft, tpicstion 

of caurt-in.itiial atid llijaigarh IXKity. 
397. Col., 47G: resigns, 321: note 
on. (>32. 

Po]ilar Hospital, R. loiidon, Coy's dona- 
tions to, 37, 283. 

Porto Noso. Arcoi Dist., M.tdras, 17. 

Porfsmomli, England, 27, 39. r>4. 71. 
185. 390: Coy’s .igcnt at. see Huish, 
George. 

Portuguese, the, 3<»o; complain against 
piracy, .303-3. .39*>; salipcirc for, 36O, 


42J, 

Post .Master General, salary of staff, 213, 
2tf). 

Pott, Robert Pcrciv.il. Kesdt and Collec- 
tor of Customs at Mursliidabad, .529. 
Poiinrcv. fij))t. Robert, of the Suhv.vi, 
281. ■ 


Pound .Staling, exchange rate hctwcai 
current rupee and, 2|2, 309, 315, 3l>. 
3f.I. 401. 417. 417 . .iG<)-70. 

INmdl, James, cadet, j.'is. 

Potscll. Capt. John, ott ftirloiigh. ,39*1. 

Ihmcls.— , asst surgeon, lourt-mariiallcd. 

INmer, l.t George, iff the loaiid Regi- 
ment of Foot, cO. 

Power, Lt Harris, of the iu2nd Regi- 
iiicni of Foot, 2{j. 

Powlcs, 'riiomas, a.\si .surgeon. 131. 

Poyntcr, Capt. J..Af.. of the T>ial, 
(fatuity to. ]o8. 

IViynting (Pointing), Cajit. Tlioinas. of 
the /leiohifion, 290. rgy, 301, 

3*-l» 33.3' 35S« !'>•» dies. 40J. 

Vrwious Stones,' not to l>c iranspt>itcd 
through packet-ships, 374: see aho 
Diamonds. 

Picfcotc, Frolcriek ,\u"iistus, free mari- 
ner, 14R. 

Prcscrv.ilisc Powder, for Coy's stores. 


iji. 

PiHC, Joscjili, -,6g: free merchant, 
wiccccd as Marine Storekeeper, 37* 

Price, Rolietl, slupwvcckcd, V29. 

Price. Capt. Tliomas, of the 'Ceres, 4’ 
280. 

Prime (ship), 83, 83. 101; difficulty of 
providing crew for, 100; disburse- 
ments of, 127, 131. 

— Capt., see Sharp, Capt. Philip, 

Prince of Wales (ship), 72. 126. 333. 

—Capt., see Court Capt. Jonathan. 

Prince William (ship), 38, 323, 372. 

— Capt., see Gowlaiid, Capt. William. 
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Prinsep (Princep), John, copper coinage 
contract with, 22, 200, 302-3, 

432-3, 5^^^' 5"'^'. 545i 
accounts with, 37-8, 370-1, 420, 468-9, 
indigo contract with, 196-7, 387; to 
execute jail repairs, 389-90. 

Printer, E- !• Coy’s, salary, 216.^^ 
Prisoners of War, Dutch, xxvm, 291, 
334, 412; French, xxxi, 411, 434: 

transportation of, 87, 4^ ^'2,' subsis- 

tence money accounts, 136. 

Privateers, activities of French, xxx, 29 1; 
abuse of letters of marque granted to, 

323- 

Privy Council, permit Coy to export 
military stores, 6, 86. 

Prize Master, of the Hinchinbrooke, 
314, 321. 

Prize-money, see Spoils of War. 

Prizes, plea for trial in India of, 399; 
powers of Mayor and Aldermen of 
Calcutta re., 432. 

Prothero, Philip, 191. 

Pryce, Capt. Josiah, of the Royal Char- 
lotte, 123, 132, 281. 

Pryor, William Springham, cadet, 10. 
Public Department, method of corres- 
pondence with, 263. 

— Secy., allowances, 231; see also Bruerc, 
William. 

Public Works, v, ix-x, 340-51; see also 
Bridges; Chunar; New Harbour; 
Pulbandi. 

Piickallies, see Pakhali. 

Pulbandi (bridge or embankment; keep- 
ing bridges or embankments in repair), 
contract for, x, 39, 268, 350, 351-2; see 
also Committee for Pulbandi. 

— Supdt of Pulbandi Repairs, see Kin- 
lock, John. 

Puls (bridge; embankment), see Bridges. 
Pulta, Pultah, see Falta. 

Purefoy, Ensign H., on furlough, 560, 
607; reinstated, 579. 

Purgunnah, see Pargana. 

Purling, C.H., on leave, 605. 

Punuannah, see Panvana. 

Puseloy, Ensign John, of the 101st Rcffi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Pye, Richard, asst sugreon, 151, 191. 
Pyne, Capt. Arthur, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26; requests benefit from 
Military Fund, 547. 

yne, Capt. G.H., on furlough, 607. 

Qanu/jgo (village or districts revenue 
officer), 048. 

Cawn), 

595! 615 ^ Coy’s war with, 

Qazi, (civil and criminal judge) 1 2 
(instalment), iqq. ^ ’ 

Quartermaster General, 488; allowances, 
-s’ ° 1 member of Military Board, 

xxx. ^ 300, 314; captured, 

-Capt., see Douglas, Capt. Peter. 


■D ,VBY, Edward,' question of his rein- 
statement in pilot service, 188-9. 

Radhanagar (Radnagore), Midnapore 
Dist., Bengal, silk from, 133- 

Raghunath Rao (Ragobah, Ragonaut 
Row), provision m treaty with Mara- 
ihas for, xxxiii, 7, 364; note on, 650. 

Rajnagar (Raujnagore), Birbhuin Dist,, 
Bengal, 312. 

Ralph, Lt B., on furlough, 607. 

Ralph, Benjamin, cadet, 141. 

Ramgarh (Ramgur), old dist. of Bengal, 
99, 200. 

—Collector, see Gumming, George. 

Ranipur (Rampore) state in Rohil- 
khand, U.P., handed over to Rohillas, 
XXXV, 105. 

Ramsay, — , cadet, 506. 

Ramsay, Gilbert, cadet, 63. 

Ramsay, John, writer, 91, i.}5. 

Rangpur (Rungpore), Bengal, revenue 
from, 312. 

— Resdt at, 8, 387; see also Henckell, 
Til man, 

Ranihattee, repair of bands at, 352. 

Ranken (Rankin), Capt. C., Calcutia- 
Chunar Road supervised by, x, 382, 
,577-8, on new road from Benares, 
435; on hivlough, 607. 

Ranken, George, asst surgeon, 151, 191. 

Rattray, Capt. James, of the Duke of 
Athol, 52, 403; of the Phoenix, 281; 
of the Nerbudda, 403. 

Raujnagore, see Rajnagar. 

Raidana (passport), 93, 206, 443. 

Rawstorne, Lt Laurence, pension from 
Military Fund to, xlii, 524. 

Raymond (ship). 83, 85, 120, i6g. 

— Capt., see Hall, Capt. Joseph; Smedley, 
Capt. Flenry. 

Raymond, Sir Charles, 61. 

Rayme, Capt. Robert, 101; resigns, 297; 
to resume duty, 152, 161. 

Read, John, cadet, 63, 73, 

Reay, Peter, apprentice, 87. 

Records, E.I. C^y’s xli, 8, 171-2, 391, 
410, 444-5; maintenance of, 48, 57, 87, 
9g> 373> Bim 513; irregularity in, 173, 
229, 231; ban on personal use of 
official papers, 263-4; see also Indexes. 

Redwood, 253, 365. 

Rees, Capt. James, of the Northumber- 
land, 169, 308, 322. 

Regiments, of Light Dragons, horses 
for, xxvii, 368, 435; establishment, 

23-4; pay and allowances, 29. 

— of Foot, list of officers, 24-7; embar- 
kation, 121. 

Registrar of Natives, salary, 217-8. 

Regulating Act, 366; defects in, i-ii. 

Rennell, Maj. James, Bengal Atlases by, 
xxxviii, 452; map of India by, 96. 

Rennie, William, cadet, 112. 

Resolution (ship), 164, 289, 290, 299, 

300, 301-2, 306, 308, 314, 321, 331 

• 352. 353. 360, 362, 384, 391, 403. 426,’ 

448, 449, 469; 491, 499; mutiny 

aboard, 333; damaged, 401, 464; re- 
paired, 404. 
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— Cipi., iff Mcrrcr, Cnpt. T.; ro>nti»g, 
Capl. Tliotnas; Tolinc, Capl. D. 
Rc>cnue Dcpartmcnl, position ic. batta, 
xiii, G»;\; tcticnchincnts In, 205*?, 209. 
212, I'tip method of corrcspondciite 
ulth. 263; aiui pasiim. 

Revenues, 230; nucstion of fixed 
90; pi«>posai lor tuiiforiiiily in dis- 
bitrsemcnls ami receipts. 233-.t; from 
salt. 2(3(J. -ioS; from Chitiinra, 310; 
from Surat. 311: assignctl for Cjltnlta 
Afadrasa. 317; provision for trial of 
jKTsons lonccrnui}*. 310; assignal for 
ihc Caniatic Dctathmcnl, Gao-i; iee 
nho Board of Revenue; Kurdvvau I’lo- 
vincial Cxjimcil of Uevenue; Com* 
miltcc of Revenue: Invcstmnvl. 

— Scev. iff KarjpiharMin, W; Webber, 
William. 

Rhio, iff Riou Island. 

Rhio dc Janicro, iff Rio Be laueito. 
Rice. x\x. 291, 302; for Madr.as. xlili- 
xliv. 2S9. 299. 300. 31.^. 32a. 3^6. 377. 
.JO',, .jaa, .J72. 5 i 3, f,86: embargo on 
cx'j^rl of, xUv, .jt3. position at 

lUmibay re.. 58. .183-3; for Fort 

Afarlbro*, 322; price of. 329, 38 j: con- 
tracts tor, 339, .{23: Oimmissioners to 
stipcrititcnd price, discributiott ami 
sale of. .{ji; for M,»ngalotc. .{49. 
from Jav.i, ,{fio-.j7a. 

Uichaidson, llcnr>’. resigns. r,{». 
Riiharilsoi), fobn. b.irrisicr, 279. 
Richardson. ]oscph. cadet. 10. 
Richardson. 'Fliomas, cadet. 9. 
tVchmoiid, see Dukr of Uichmonil. 
Rigge. Isaac. 154. 

Riley, Mark, free mariner. i;,o. 

Rio Be Janeiro (Rhio dc janicio. Rio 
Be Jancro). Brazil, 3-, 3. 361. 

Rirui Island (Rliio). olf Singapmc. 289. 
322. 487; opium for, do: {unposal for 
establidiiug English factorv at. 187. 

— Ciiief. connives at Dutch cajiltiic of 
the Dcirt, 363. 378. 

Ritchie, Capl* j., 'Maiiiic Siirvevor, 32.",: 
jounial of his vovage louiul Bav «>f 
Bengal. 93, 41 j: his Mtrvcv nf new 
llooghly channel, 32J, 331, 361. 406; 
to survey the Coiomamiel Coast. 462; 
note on, 657. 

Roach (Roch), Capt. Edw.vrd, estate of 
6i, 378. 

Robberies, admiralty jurisdiction for 
trial of crimes committed on sea. 39S. 
Robbins, — . cadet. 153. 

Roberts, Christopher,' uritcr, ir^. 147. 
>32, 191. 


Roberts, John, Member. Conn of Direc- 
tors, 2. 39, 46, 47. 49. 51. 6}. 77. 80. 
96. 98, 101. vi8. 119, 129. 134. 137, 
IJ2, 147. 156. 139. iGo. 239. 243. 254. 
278, 283, 332: of Secret Commillec. 


40, 124. 

Roberts, Lt William, of the 101st Regi- 
ment of Foot, 23. 

Robertson, — , Brev. Lt-Fireworker, 439. 
Robertson, Capt. Lt Charles, of the 
loist Regiment of Foot, 24. 


KnlHTitsun. Capt. John, of the Buibridgf, 

t8t. 

RoI)ctts4>ii, W,, By Paymaster of Fateh* 
gaili Bct,i(hn)cm, rcinovcd, .(07. 
Rol>crison. William, owner of the 
i’eUtan^ 8o-2. 

Robinson. I.t *lhoni.is, of the io:nd 
Ki-ginicnt of Foot, 26. 

Uocli. sre Ko.'ich. 

Hochford (ship), fij, 3<ii, 3(12, 3<;8, 321, 


3:.a. 57a. It}-. 

ilvikinf^harn (ship), 282. 

Rodcrmuckxrr (Kad.-ir M.nkei), S., Chief. 

Pjina DiJich Factory. x\ix. 33{. 
Roilucy (dtipb 9, 17, 52, 36. 78, 122, 
>83. 180, Jp'}. 198, 290, 
103. 4 i'6, 139. {Gq. 583. 398, G03. fx)|. 
tKvd. 


—Capl., Iff Wakeman. Caj)!. Henry. 

Rrxlncy. Admiral Sir George Brydges, 
C. in C. of H.M.'s Navy, defeats the 
French, i. xxx, 30-1. 

Roebuck, Ahrahatii, Member, Council 
of Supercargoes at Canton, 6, 86, ip, 
18}. 2S0. 

Rogers, Ccoige. Member, Council of 
Supcnatgt>cs .it Canigii, C, 8C. 

Rogers. Capt. John, of the Stormont, 
78: of the .Uiftri/rsex, sBl. 

Ri>gcrs. Capt. S.iimicl. of the Osleriry, 
nip. 

Rogers. William, five mariner, 183, 

KohJlLhand (KohilcnniJ). U.l'.. dcprrda. 
lions by Sikhs and Gaddis in, xxxv, 
loG. 3 19. 

Rohillas. the. xxw. 103-9. *0.1- 

- Chief of, iff Faindlair Khan. 

Robias Parp^ona (Rotas). Shahabad Dlst.. 
Bihar. 231: copper mines at, 3GS, 135. 


"»“• 515 - 

Rotiuldccn Hussein Cawn. iff Ruhud- 
Din Husain Kh.iu. 

Koiii/if. sec Hitntals. 

Kookc. William, Afemher, B<l. of Tr.ide. 
613. 

RsKipnaraifi, sre Ru[»naiav.in Uiier. 

Rose, John, flee mariner, 191. 

Rose, Stewart, wrilcr. 99. 1 Jj-J- 

R«»ss. Ensign Charles, n't ilic loisi Regi- 
niciit of Fool, 23. 

Ross. David, free mariner, 183. 

Ross. ].M., Dutch Director of H(x>ghly. 
xxviii, 291, 292, 333. 

Rotas, .sff Rohtas Pargann, 

RouUcdgc, John, writer, 91, 145. 

Rowand, Stephen. 10. 

tlowannah, Ro'jianuas, see Rao:ana. 

Rowland, John, asst surgeon, 87. 

Rowley, Col. W'illiam, of the jornd 
Regiment of Foot, 23, 23. 

Roy, IVzJJiazn. free jnaiincr, J30. 

Royal .4dmira{ (ship), 123. 132. 

Ro>-al .kriillery, see Artillery Corps. 

Royal Bishop (ship), formerly the 
Egnionf, 4, 23. 281. 

— Capt., see Mcais. Capt. William, 

Royal Charlotte (ship), 123. 132, 281, 
sSg. 309. 

— Capt,, see Pryce, Capt. Josiah. 



INDEX 


701 


Royal George (ship), 4, 410; released b) 
the Spanish, xxix-xxx. 

Royal Henry (ship), 3, 3 ^^> 439 " 

Royle, Henry, cadet, 63. , 

Ruhud-Din Husain Khan (Rohuldeen 
Hussein Cawn), dies, 433. 

Rum, 432; for Madras, 235, 430- . 
Riimals (towels, handkerchiefs), invest- 
ment in, 160J see also Sut-Rumals. 
Rumbold, Thomas, Goveimor of Mad- 
ras, antagonises Nizam, xxxii; estates 
of, 89, 145, 414; note on, 653-4. 
Rungpore, see Rangpur. 

Rupee, Aixot, 38, 54, 216, 217, 346, 468. 
— Benares, 74 - 

—Bombay, 242; exchange rate, 311. 

— Burdwan, 514. 

—Current, 4, 16, 242, 243, 250, 354, 
518-9: exchange rate, 242, 309, 315, 
341,' 364, 401, 417, 447. 469-70- 
— Narayani, 312. 

— Pagoda, 242. 

— Sanwat (applied to rupees deterio- 
rated in value), 75, 209, 217, 218, 
219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 229. 

— Sikka (silver currency of Kings of 
Delhi in general use), xlii, 70, 205, 
207, 212, '‘213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 
218, 219, 220, 223, 224, 225, 226, 
261, 267, 417, 480; exchange rate, 
311. 

Rupnarayan River (Roopnarain), Ben- 
gal. 349 - 

Russel, Alexander, asst surgeon, 151. 
Russel, Francis, pou'ers re. adriiiralty, 

398. 

Ryan, Ensign William, of the 101st 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 

Ryder, — , Member, Bd of Trade, 8. 


Saadi, ^azi, Magistrale of Patna, com- 
pensation to his family, 1-2. 
Sabtarniuklii River (Subtermooky), 24- 
Parganas, Bengal, 353. 

Sadlicr, Anthony, Chief of Masulipatani 
Factory, 167. 

Sadr Diwani Adalat xviii, 22, 49, 338. 
—Judge, see Impey, Sir Elijah. 

Sa^r (Saugor), island at mouth of the 
Hooghly, 24-Parganas, Bengal, chan- 
nel between Longsand and, 324. 

Sage, Lt William, of the 23rd Regiment 
of Light Dragoons, 24. 

Sahukars (bankers), 425. 

SaKud-Daulah (Seif-ul-Dowla), Nawab of 
Bengal, 625. stipend, 616, 624. 

• ■iiithonio, St. Antonio Novo (Portu- 

gucsc ship'i captured, 362-3, 39G-7. 

. Daniingo, see Santo Domingo. 

•N ■ (siup^, ,,5, 

• Helena island in S. Atlantic Ocean, 
MutS'for^’.o^-’ '-i?- ^69. 282, 415: 

. priatcii ""PP™- 

‘ 33 . 1 - 13 - 4 ; BOtc on. 
allnin (Sdlnirris). Dinajpur Dist., Ben- 


gal, plundering by Sanyasis near, 388. 
Salmon, James, cadet, 63. 

Salsette, Tirana Dist., Bombay, 144. _ 

Salt, revenue from, 206-7, 265-6, 408: 
trade in Bihar and Assam, 267; con- 
tract with Touchet, 432; see also 
Comptroller of Salt. 

Salt, Maj. James, 306. 

Salt Agents, appointment of persons not 
in Coy’s service as, 79, 97, 231; aboli- 
tion of salary, 265; removal of, 408. 
Salt Lake, East Calcutta, 119. 

Salt Mahal (division of a district where 
salt is manufactured), land revenue 
of, 266. 

Saltpetre, 150, 447, 480, 498, 532; for 
Bombay, 6, 300; measures against pro- 
curement by enemy, 18: export, 53, 
96, 170, 316, 366, 367, 373-4. 421; sales 
and packing, 252-3: manufacture, 316, 
448. 

Salvadore, — , seaman, xlv, 128. 

Sampson, Capt.-Lt — , retires, 578. 
Sampson, Capt. John, Master Attendant, 
censured for private marine contract, 
32-3; dies 442. 

San (year), 624, 625, 626, 631. 

San Carols (H.M.’s ship), 384-5, 426, 
427; escapes from the French, 361-2. 

— ^Capt., see Murray, Capt. G. 

Sandal wood, for China, 243. 

Sanderson, John, cadet, 56. 

Sandford, Col. Robert, Commander of 
the 101st Regiment of Foot, 23, 24. 
Sands, Maj. 'IVilliam, on leave, 533. 
Sannoe (kind of piecegoods), investment 
in, 160. 

Santa Mariya Mayor (Portuguese ship), 
captured, 396. 

Santiago Island (St lago). Cape Verde 
Islands, 308, 399. 

Santo Domingo (St Damingo), W. Indies, 
indigo from, 201. 

Sanyasis (Sinnasis), the, depredations by, 
xxxvii, 388. 

Sarhang (chief of lascars), 271. 

Sarkar (accountant), 209. 

Sarrafs (money changers, bankers), 329, 
613. 

Salt, Capt. James, see Scott, Capt. 
James. 

Saugor, see Sagaa-. _ 

Saunders, George, free mariner, 182. 
Savage. Henry, Member, Court of Direc- 
tors, 2, 46, 49, 77, 96, 98. loi, 110, 
118, iig, 121: of Sea-et Committee, 
40. 49. 

Savornier, Col. — , proposes exchange of 
prisoners of war, xxxi, 434. 

Scarden, Brev. Lt-Fire-ivorker, — , 439. 
.Scavenger, Calcutta, 409. 

Scawen, John, Auditor-General of troops 
beyond the Kafamnasa, 466. 

Schultz, — , merchant, 185, 279. 

Scott, Lt — , of H.M.’s 98th Regiment, 
question of passage money for, 280. 
.Scott. Maj., 3, 48, 372. 

Scott, Capt. Francis, of the Hawke, 4; 
escapes from the French, 353. 
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Stoit, Capi. George, of llic >!efttitue, 
sSi. 

Scoit (Sail). Capl. Jainrs, proniojnl 
Maj.. 293. 

Seoit, John Fcmlml, cloth contraaor, 
',19, r,io, 55\. 

Scott, Capt. Robert, of the iVepluMC, 
123, 132. 

Scott, Pringle R: Co., rvinc contract with, 
iSi. 

Scaforih, Earl of. dies, 70. 

Scaling U\ix, 1.10. 

Scaly. — , Salt Agent, removed, .joS. 
Scatnert. 197-8, 3G0, 3SS; <lacruons by, 
362. .lo.v-i; registry ofTicc for, 452, ^Sj. 
Scars, Capt. SanuicI, on furfough. Go". 
Secret Committee of Court of Directors. 
see Court of Directors, Secret Com- 
mittee. 

Secret Department, Secy to. salary tvf. 

JJ3; see /iho ilay, Edit'ard. 

Secret Department of Inspection. 261. 

fjjo: srr also Department of Inspection. 
Sccrclarv For War. in England, 15. »>. 
2fl. »21- t70’. Vongc. Sir 

George. 

.srer Sucher (a kind of picccgoods>. 

investment in, iGtr. 

Scif-ul*Dowla, see Saifud-Datilalt. 

Sriks, see Siklis. 

Sclai River, Bengal.?. 3,19. 

.Senior Merchanu. allotvancca. 210. 
Sepovs, appreciation of services of. Nxiit: 
iori)s of, O7; recruitment atid training. 
3to. 

Scram}>orc (Krcdricksnagorc). Hooghly 
DiM., Bengal, 36O. 374. 

— C.hicf of Danish Factory, see Ric, O. 
Sciool, near Burdwan, Bengal. 91, 9.3. 
Servants. E.I. Coy’s, rules re. api>oini- 
tnents. promotions, resignations, retire- 
ments and rctraidimcnis, ii-iii, vit, 61. 
78-9. 97-S. 99, 157. J72-3. so.yit, s^j. 
379' 4**- 4*4' 4®°*' leave rules, vtii>ix. 
125, corruption, xii, 25^: pun- 

ished for harrassing people, xvui; pm- 
liibited from helping foreigners, xli. 
21-2, 150. iCo, 244-3. 3G7, 3Q4-5. 447: 
prohibited from private trade in silk, 
195; remunerations, 213-26, 235, 268-9. 
357; junr. servants, 232; ban on per- 
sonal use of official records, 265-4; 
rules for pensions, 2G8, 379; residential 
building for, 441; ban on acceptance 
of gifts by, 620; see also Surgeons; 
WriiCTS- 

Shaban (81I1 month of Ktuhammadan 
lunar year), 624. 

Shah Alam (Shah Allura), King of Delhi, 
question of protcaion (o, 178, 251-2. 
Shakespear, Colin, cadet, 126. 

Sharp (Sharpe), Capt. Philip, of the 
Pnme, 85; account of disDursements 
by, 127, 131. 

Shaw, John, asst surgeon, 151, 306; 

surgeon of the Resolution, 391. 

Shaw, Lt John, of the loist Regiment 
oF Foot. 24. 

Shaw, Joseph, cadet, 63, JJ3. 


Ithaunhi (son of a king), see Shall 
Alain. 

.Slicrbumr, ]., Dy Stiptli of Police, Cal- 
cutta, 512. 

.Sheriff of Calcutta, see Ifarc, John: 
Yongc, Philip. 

Sherman, Capt, II.. of the Tanna/i, 189. 

Slienvood, James Dodington, cadet, >.(t. 

Shipping, conveyance fo King's troops, 
xxi. 28-9, 46: iiicjsura to check deser- 
tion of crew, xxvi, 419. 580; compen- 
sation to captains of stiips on account 
«>f cmliargn on grain, xUv; movanents, 
3'5- 5=. -3 , 8j- 3. IJ3, 132. i0|-3, iCg- 
70, 181, 281-2, 289-91, 299-500, 502, 
3‘>8-9. 32»-2. 479-^' 5‘5' 

53J' .'137. 5.18, 582-3; travellers 
t>n .diips to i)c certified, 58-9. 86-7, 89. 
2(8- 57-(> .fit: registration of private 
tratlc on ships, 71, 78, 37.1, 383; grant 
of ccrfificatcv to comiiuniuas, 72. 126. 
•7<*. .352, 379; measures for security of. 
85. in. 170, 228. 321; Coy to send 
tlMumcniv ic. navigation in India, 95: 
masts and spars for, 1.(0: account of 
foreign sJiips to be kept, 150: privilege 
to commanders re. picccgocnlj, 182; 
payment of Indian seamen on sliips 
bound for Europe, 197*8; question of 
passage money, 20»-2, 3SC, com- 
mamlcrs to execute bonds, 279, 284-3; 
tonnage, 301, 370; paucity of uirgeons 
on ships for Europe, 321; advantages 
of new Hooghly channel, 324; effects 
of a severe gale of wind, 325: affected 
by enemy ffcct, 333. 3G0, 378, 

402; clearance of jungle from Coxe's 
Island for convenience of, 361; packet 
Nhips, 5S3, 569-70; proposals for regu- 
lations re. fitness of crew, 388; instruc- 
tions to captains re. course of journey, 
415: remuneration to commanders, 
448. 321; treatment of passengers 

during voyage, 599*600, 637-44: see 
also Indiamcn; Marine; New Harbour; 
Pilots; Seamen. 

—Agent for loading and unloading ships, 
allowances. 225; see also Lloyd, John. 

— Committee, see Court of Directors, 
Joint Committee of Correspondence 
and Shipping. 

Sfiorc. John, of Revenue Dept., resigns, 
529: note on, 6G1. 

Shouldliam, Edward, pilot, 237. 

Shrewsbury (ship), 4. 

ShroHs, see Sarrafs. 

Shuja-ud-Daulah (Sujah DowJah), 
Nawab Vazir of Oudh, 104; treaty 
with Faiiullah Khan, xxxv, 105; his 
donation to Coy’s troops during 
Rohilla campaign. 293; dies, xv, 74, 76* 

— rvidow of, see Bahu Begam. 

Sibandi (irregular soldiery), 222. 

Sicca Rupee, see Rupee, Stkka. 

Sidney, Lord, Principal Secy of State, 
England, 635. 

Sief-ul-Dawlab, see Saifud-Daulah. 



INDEX 


7^0 


Sikhs (Seiks), the, xxvii; depredations in 

- Rohilkhand by, xpv, 106. 249 - 

Silburris. seg Salburi. _ .,a- 

Silk, 374; duty on. xxxvii, 194. 3 to. 4 t 9 . 
trade and investment m, 30-7. 15a, 
160, 192-6. 315-6. 370. 387-8. 418, 420. 
447, 470, 498; manufacture of, 54. 
iS-6, 238-9/ price of, 87. 133-41 

allowances of superintendents. 226; bad 
quality of, 254: free trade in, 400-1, 
465, 519-20, &>4. 

—Supdt of Raw Silk, see Briganti,— ; 
Wiss, James. 

Silver, 124, 174, 461; coinage of, 354. 

Simpson, James, cadet, 63. 

Simson, Capt. George, of the Fort 
William, 281. 

Sinassies, see Sanyasis. 

' Sinclair, Lt James, on furlough, 607. 

Sir Edward Hughes (ship), 457, 600, 601. 

Sirajud-Daulah, Nawab of Bengal, over- 
thrown by Coy, 623. 

Sircar, see Sarkar. 

Sircars, see Northern Circars. 

Skarrow, Thomas, surgeon on the Wor- 


cester, 391. 

Slaughter, Thomas, cadet, 438.. 

Slaves, xlv„ 128. 

Sleath, Joseph Barnabas, cadet, 153, 161. 

Sloane, Davis, cadet, 77, 

Sloper, Ensign Granby, A.D.C. of Gene- 
ral Sloper, 176. 

Sloper, Lt General Robert, C. in C., 
Bengal, 175, 585, 593; his measures 
a^inst excessive use of liquor by sol- 
diers, xii, xxiv, 179: 277: his rank and 
powers of court-martial, 176-7, 595; 
Member of Board, 568. 

—Secy, see Whitewell, Edward. 

Smart, John, miniature painter, xli, 171. 

Smedley, Capt. Henry, of the Raymond, 
169. 

Smith, Alexander Rutherford, free mari- 


nor, 146. 

Sniith, Charles, painter, xli, 100. 

Smith, Edward, 101. 

Smith. Hartwell, 388. ’ 

Smith, James, asst, surgeon, 151, 191. 
Smith, Capt. James, resigns, 333. 
Smith, John. Member, Court of Dire 
c Burgess, John Smith. 

Smith, John, surgeon, 55, 

SmlS’ 151. 191- 

Smith, John, cadet, 170. 

Smith, John, Coy's Solicitor, 632; ( 
^oys agreement re. New Harbov 

633-5- 

Member, Court 

naval 4^’ P^^vers i 

ChaiUSf "‘Jy ’ 

.‘.‘I’ "S- “9. lii, ’is2,' l°t' \l 
So!’ m ’ rfo ’ chairma 

162, 16“ ^6^6, 159, i( 

>88! '^ 7 . 179. 186. li 

Smith' 541. 

. Samuel, junr. Member, Coi 


of Directors, 122, 129, 134. ^ 37 . ^ 42 . 
162, 165, 168, 204, 245. 

Smitli, William (Thomas), writer, 99 . 

Sniidi. Capt. William, of the Dublin, 
1 69- 

Smith, William Toweis, writer, 125, 145. 


152, 191- 

Smoult, William, attorney, 522. 

Smyth, Blankey, cadet, 560. 

Smyth, Francis, writer, 125, i 45 - 
Smyth, George Stracey, 141. 

Sneyd, Jei'emy, writer, 125, 146. 

Snow, Capt. Raymond, of the Winter- 
ton, 52, 169, 446. 4^18, 583, 601, ^2.^ 
Society for the Benefit of Orphans, Coy s 
contribution to, 597; see also Orphans. 
Sonamukhi (Soonamookey), Bankura 
Dist., Bengal, residency abolished. 


Sonant Rupee, see Rupee, Sanwat. 
Sontag River, Africa, 130. 

Soubah, see Suba. 

Soubahdari'y, see Subadari. 

Soucars, see Sahuhars. 

Southampton (ship), 164, 227, 279, 281, 
299, 301-2, 308, 360, 448, 449, 459, 
480, 508, 515, 516, 517, 518. 519, 521, 


no ^ - 

—Capt., see Hall, Capt. William; Len- 
nox, Capt. John. 

Spada, Agostino Antonio, 397. 

Spain, 50, 8i; activities of the fleet of, 
xxix, 410, 5.PI,; relations with England, 
102, 110-1, 135, 399. 

Spanish Dollars, see Dollars. 

Sparkes, Joseph, Member, Court of 
Directors, 46, 47, 49, 51. 64, 77, 80, 
96, 98, 101, 110, 118, 119, 121, 129, 
134, 147, 156, 159, 168, 177, 186, 187, 
203, 204, 211. 

Sparks, Robert, Member, Bombay Coun- 
. cil, 168, 198. 

Specie, 300; for Madras, iii, 308, 426, 
587; for Fort Marlbro, 483-4; for Mal- 
dives, 512; see also Bullion. 

Speke, Edward, 153. 

Speke (Speake), Peter, Resdt at Jangi- 
pur, 419. 

Spellman, Capt. Henry, dies, 72; settle- 
ment of accounts, 72-3, 383. 

Spmra, Pietro^ silk spinner, 254. 

Spices, duty at Benaies on, xxxvii, 310; 

purchase of, 292; see also Pepper. 
Spoils of War, question of refund after 
capture of Bijaigarh, xxv, 70, 297, 
.318-9, 381, 476, 489, 526; note on, 
653- 

Spottiswoode, William, asst surgeon, 87, 
152. 

Spriggs, John, free mariner, 171. 

Stables, John, Member of Board, 8, 239, 
321 . 401, 476, 516, 575, 576, 586. 
Stackhouse, John, powers re. admiralty, 
398- 

Stafford, Lt. Hugh, 70. 

Stamford, Thomas, ensign in King's 
army, appointed cadet in Bengal, 524. 
Stamford, Lt Thomas, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 26. 
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Siaiuling Oukrs, CU>iii]>ilcr of. .mt (loiii- 
pilcr of Siuiuling Orders. 

Stavdey. Res. J.. Chaplaiu lo ^ul 
Brigade, pension of lus widow, xlii, 
IO7. 

Sianlc-y. Lt Moigan, of (lie loaiul Regi- 
incnl of FtK>t, vG. 

-Stark, james, Sciir Surgeon, Dacca, 5711. 
Slates General of llie United Biovinccs. 
see Holland. 

Siationciy. measures for protection of, 
xii. .ji. 1H3: aciounis. xii. r,jj: )MH>r 
(lualiiy of, 3J3: see olut Paper; Scaling 
Wax. 

Staunton. — . 1G7. 18.S. 

Siaiinlon. I.l I’liilltp. on fuilotigh. -,«).’»• 
Steel, M9. i8i-a, sSa. 

Steele. R. (i.. Paymaster of Chmiar De- 
tachment. removed, JU7; Paymaster of 
Cxry's Hoops in Benares. 357-9. 
Stephenson. Edward, Member. lUI of 
Trade, dies. .}8S. 

Stephenson. Lt Thomas. Commander of 
the Harriet, to he (tee mariner. 22S. 
Stewart. Capt. Charles. «t( the Jtelhnoni. 
tK8. 

Stewart. Gen. James jre Stuart. Maj. 
Gen. tames. 

.Stewart (Stuart), John. Secy.. F. W. Board 
and judge Adxocaie Gaicral, Bengal, 
grant of bills to his widow, xlii. 332. 
.|3j; salary. 303. 

Stewart, I.t Col. Robcil. resigns, joy: 

to roumc duty. t8.|. sSu. 

Stewart. CMipt. Robert, resigns, .167. 
Stibbert, Brig, -General Giles, C. in C.. 
Bengal, xl. jf), GS-j, 380, 162. .J75. 
47O. .SD.S' allowances. 209. 372: 

promoted Maj, -General, joj; on ' re- 
ttcnchmcm in army. 435. 505; hix 
powers re. court-martial. 506; resigns. 
G06: note on, G3G-7. 

— .1 D.C. to. see Filins, Capt. John. 
Stoakes. Capt. Peter, of the Kent, .\. 
Stocks, Thomas, free mariner, vyo. »9r. 
Stoke. Thomas Luke, asst surgeon. i-,i. 
Sionchousc. John, on ]ca>c, 590. 

Stores. 325. 3*, 3. 3G2. 421. 433. 4)1; «»«- 
missarics of, xxviii; 292, preservative 
|X)wder for, 141; bad quality of, 235, 
449: for St. FIcIena, 291, 459; for Fort 
Nlarlbro’, 308. 322, 459; for army, 309; 
for N^pataiii, 314, 372; for H.:nI.*s 
' hips, 373, 431; for Bombay, 405; for 
Mangalore, 4.19: see also Agent for 
Sup]ii\es lo Presidencies; Military 
Stores. 

Stornionr (ship), 78, 82, 83, 281. 

— Cant., see Curtis. Capt, George; Fair- 
full, Capt. Robert: Rogers, Cant. 
John. 

Stormonth. John, surgeon. 359. 589; re- 
signs, 294; reinstated, 330I ' 

Strong, Job, free mariner, 87. 

Strover, Capt. John, of the Essex, 169. 
Stuart, Hon. Charles, Presdt, Bd of 
Trade. 236. 546: question of his posi- 
tion in Rd of Trade. 133. 252. 533-6, 
ojo. :)">2-3: Member of' Board, ‘551; 


question of nilitig vac.iiicy causetl b) 
his abMiicc, 573-G. 

Stuart {.Sicwarti, .Maj.-General James, 
C. ill (L. .Madras, 30]: liis interference 
in Bengal army adminisiratlon. .will, 
(ij-i; (laims perniancnt scat in Fort 
St. (Jeorge Select Committee, 333; tiotc 
on 638. 

Stuart. John, see Stewart, John. 

Sturgeon, Capt. Rirhaixl. piomuicd. 
Maj. 

•Stuart. Humphrey .\slilcy. writer, 113. 
I III. 

Stuart, Ihoinas Lenox Napier, writer. 

■ 1 ], 11 ( 1 . 

Siiba (province), 023. 

Sub-Accountant, salary uf. 22 1; of Bd of 
Tf.ndc, see Young, *AlIcn Edward. 

Siibtidart (otficc (>{ the viceroy). 624. 

Suli-FA|x>ri Warehouse-Keeper, allow'- 
anres, 223. 

Sub-lin[>ort \V'archousc-Ker]icr, allow- 
antes. 223. 

Sub-Secretary, to eompilc indexes to 
Coiisuhaiions. 313. 

Snb-Tjc,icnrer, 19: gntinity to, 213: al- 
lowances. 223. 

Snbiennookv Kiser, see .Sabtanmiklii 
River. 

\iuUter Dr.vanne .tudalrl, Guilder De- 
u'-ttiiiy .tdo’.i'lul, see .VaJr 
.hlalat. 

Sitjab Dowlab, see Sbujaud-Daulali. 

Sulitunt (sJiip), 83. 85, 120. 281, 283. 

—Capt.. see Pdunccy, (^pl. Robert; 
Williams, Capt. Stephen. 

Sniivan. Laurence. .Member, Court of 
Dirtxtors, 122. 129. 137, lyC, 139. iGo. 
1C2. 163. iGS. 177. 179, 187, 203. all. 
559* 2 13* *78; Chairman, 2, 14. 

39. -j6. 47. of Secret Committee, 40. 
i2|. 170. 18S. 228; Dy Chairman, i.3l- 

Siilivan, Richard Josetih, Resdt at ilic 
Cxiiirt of Xawab of Carnatic, Court 
disapprove his appointment, ii. Go, 62; 
recalled. 378; note on, 632. 

Sniivan (Sullivan), Stephen, opium con- 
tract with, Co; Agent for Supplies to 
H.M.'s Navy. 327. 573. 428. 429. 431-2; 
Judge Advocate Gaieral, resigns. 350. 

Sultan (ship), 308. 

Sunimer. John, Nfember, Bd of Trade, 

327. 

Slimmer, Richard, resigns, 294. 

Siiinmcr. Ensign Richard, on furlough. 
595- 

Summers, Capt. Heniy, case re. his 
estate. 19-20. 367. 

Sumner, A. V. R. John, Member, Bd 
of Trade, 613. 

S«n, see Sgu. 

Sundarbans (Sunderbimds), souiheminosi 
Gangeiic Delta, 361, 637. 

Supetlf (.ship), damagrf, 325. 

Supercargoes, at Canton, xlv, Gi, 12.). 
128, 181, 19S, 283, 290, 322, 378. 405. 
406, .}8o, 481, 570, 584, 587; forbidden 
to help foreigners, 22; members of 
Council of. 6. 86. 141-2. iSp 280: 
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commission on investment to, 317; of 
Portuguese ships, 421. 

Supreme Council, see Fort William 

Board. .. . 

Supreme Court, Calcutta, xvii, 50, 04, 
77, 88, 89, 90, 98, 100, 134, 153* ^05* 

197. 343. 346, 354. 388, 399. 409* 410, 
414. 442, 475. 489. 522, 560, 584. a 8 b, 

618-9; salaries of judges, 19, 208; rela- 
tionship between F. W. Board and, 
339; judges not to hold other offices, 
375; admiralty jurisdiction, 395, 397-9i 
law officers practising in, 408; estab- 
lishment by Act of Parliament of, 551. 
—Chief Justice, see Impey, Sir Elijah. 

— Interpreter, allowances, 217. 

Surage Ull Dowlah, Suraje Ull Dowlah, 
Suraje Ull Dowlah, see Sirajud- 
Daulah. 

Surat, Bombay, 119, 423, 435; artillery 
corps at, xxvii; French factory at, 117; 

' castle of, 144; revenues, 311; detach- 
ments at, 420. 

Surgeon General, 32, 538, 593: salary of, 
207, 216; see also Campbell, Dr 

Daniel. 

Surgeons, 10, 141, 294, 321; appointments 
of, iii, 124-5, 5761 1^0 certify Coy’s ser- 
vants for leave purposes, viii-ix, 521; 
of Coy's ships, 29; question of benefit 
of military fund to, 64, 479-80; posi- 
tion in army, 357-8; see also Assistant 
Surgeons. ' . 

Surprise (ship), 134, 142, 145, 149, 152, 
159, 160, 161, 227, 230, 231, 24G, 360, 
383, 391-2, 400, 401, 402, 412, 432, 468, 
497. 5l.n, 517, .518, 524. 529, 545, 547, 
.'>55'. 556, 598, 604; case re. payment of 
freight, 237-8. 

— Capt., see Asquith, Capt. D. 

Surveyor, of Calcutta, nature of the post, 
409- 

Surveyor General, see Call, Capt. T. 
Surveys, xxxvii-xx.\viii, 95, 143, 171-2, 
318, 468. 

Sut-rumal (thread handkerchief), 160. 
Sutton, Capt. J., of the Duke of Port- 
Utnd. son. 



Kfi/ rRo” ^5^’ "0“’ 479, 

504, 568, 569, 581, 582, 585. 589, 600, 

—Capt.. see Bendy, Capt. Richard; Pen- 
ny, Capt. N. 

oweetman. Lt Edward, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Foot, 26. 

England, 

Tauunet (Tabbinet), for China, 282. 

'ralbot (shilfrl^^; in, 160. 

T'albot.CT’J’ 469- 

Talamas, dLq’ Worcester, 129. 


Tanlield, Ensign—, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. .... 

Tanjore, Madras, Raja of, sec Tuljaji. 
Tannah (schooner), 188-9. 

Tartar (ship), 314, 32U 335* 352, 444- 
—Capt., see Fiott, Capt. E. 

Tasker, Capt. John, 600-1. 

Tatem, George, Member, Court of 
Directors, 2, 46, 47, 49> 5I’ ®4> 77» 
gG, 98, 101, no. 111, 115, 118, 121, 
129, 134, 142, 147, 15^, 159, 1^11* lo2, 
165, 177, 179, 186, 187, 203, 204. 211. 
Tailbck, — , his remarks re. silk, 193. 
Taxes, re. grain, xliv, .186; Hindus at 
Gaya exempted from, 507; see also 
Customs and Excise, 

Taylor, — , shipwrecked, 129; dies, 130. 
Taylor, Capt.—, of the Cygnet, 587. 
Taylor, Charles, writer, 91, i45- 
Taylor, Henry, writer, 8, 590. 

Taylor, John, 297: to be Paymaster of 
Asafud-Daulah’s English troops, 114. 
Taylor, Capt. Robert, of the Tarl Tal- 
bot, 3, 202. 

Taylor, William, on leave, 605. 

Telarha Pargana (Tellaiirah), Patna 
Dist., Bihar, 90. 

Tellicherry, Malabar Dist., Madras, 167; 

scarcity of rice in, 482. 

Templer, — , resigns, 521. 

Templer, G., elephant contract with, 
31-2. 

Templer, George, Member, Committee 
of Grain, 450. 

Thackeray, William Makepeace, to re- 
sume duty, 99. 

Thanadar (chief of a police station), 351. 

• Thelwall, Major Watkin, resigns, 306. 
Thibet, see Tibet. 

Thomas, Lt — , to appreliend deserters, 
xxvi, 579. 

Thomas, Francis Balladen, Surgeon 
Major to 2nd Brigade, dismissed, 543. 
Thomas, Capt. James, of the Ponsborne, 
281. 

Thomas, Ensign John, 26. 

Thomas, Capt. Jonathan, of the 23rd 
Regiment of Light Dragoons, 24. 
Thomas, N., to supei'vise education of 
orphans, 191. 

Thompson, Lt— , xxv; dismissed, 506. 
Thompson, Capt. D., of the Earl of 
Dartmouth, 291, 322. 

Tlrompson, George Nesbit, recommend- 
ed for post of Secy to Gov. General, 
441; permitted to practice in Supreme 
Court, 442. 

Thompson, John, 141. 

Thompson, Capt. Thomas, retires, 595. 
Thomson, — , released from marine con- 
tract, 544. 

Thomson, Capt. William, of the Cal- 
cutta, 3. 

Thornhill, Capt. Cudbert (Cuthbert), 
Master Attendant, 186, 228, 508-9, 545; 
to assist in sale of opium at Malacca, 
.3^3- 

Tibet (Thibet), Coy’s relations with, 
xxxvii, 219, 356; note on, 658-g. 
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Tierney, W., Secy to Sir Eyre Cootc 
aiul I’ayraastcr to Carnatic Uciacljincni, 
dies. 47.1. 

Tilfcr, — , cadet, .113. 

Tilglunan, Ridiaru, 100; quciiion of ic* 
suming duty, 185, »87*8; on lca\c, O05. 
Timbrill, Capt. T., of the Tnie Urilott, 
dies, 223. 

Timur, Maj. Davy’s work on institutes 
of, xl, i8cj. 

Tindal (jKrtiy officer of lascars), 271, a7», 
»73. 271- 

Tinnoclly, Madras. Coy’s proposed 
Treaty wiilf the Dutdi re., 18. 
Tipping, William, free mariner, i8s. 
Tipu Sultan (Tipoo Sultan), ruler of 
Mysore, Coy’s treaty with, iii, tOy, 188. 
tga. 204. 

Tircita (Tirretta). Edward, to construct 
public nurket at Calcutta, xxxix-xl. 
327-8. 432. 

Tod, Capt. Alexander, of the nutbriiige, 
52. 59. 4*19. 450* 

Tedd, Charles, asst surgeon, 192. 
Tolley, ^faj. — , Commissioner of Police, 
loans to, xiv, jj.j. 

Tolley (Tolly), Lt Col. William, resigns, 
457: lease of lands to widosv of, 192. 
Tolme, Capt. D.. of the Resolution, 401. 

Tomlinson, Robert. Accountant, Bd of 
Trade, 55. 

Toonc, — , cadet. 

Toonc, Lt Col. Swincy, to resume duty, 
02, 1:3: resigns, 333. 

Tortoise (store-ship). i83. 

Toshadt (Toslicch), George, asst stirgeon, 

rjt. t02. 

Tottingham, Lt Col. Jolin, 381; promot- 
ed Col., 67; resigns. 304. 

Toucher, Samuel, 502, 376, 377; salt con- 
tract with, 396-7, 432; dies. 442. 
Tosvn Major, Calcutta, xxvi, 248. 439. 
Tosvnsend. G. G., 2nd officer of the Fox, 
333- 

Toivnshend, George Gray, his drawings 
of lands on svay to China, 544. 
Townshend, 'Thomas, Secy of State. 
England, 84. 

Townson (Townsen), John, Member, 
Court of Directors, 2, 39, 47, 51, 98, 
115. iv8. 1V9, lag, 134. 137. 14a, 239, 
243. 234. 278, 283. 

Trade. E. I. Coy's, ban on assistance to 
foreign competitors, xli, 21, 150, 160, 
244-5 3&7. 394*5. 447-8; goods for Presi- 
dencies in India and China, 5-8, 85-6, 
181-2; affected by French activities, 201, 
423; with U.S.A., 387; sec also Ati- 
rangs; Board of Trade; Cloth; Coffee; 
Customs and Excise; Indigo; Invest- 
ment; Merchants; Opium; Salt; Salt- 
petre; Shipping; Silk; Spices. 

— Free, in grain, 325; in silk, 400-1, 465. 
319-20, 604. 

—Illicit, Act of Parliament re., 44; in 
cloth, 309-10; note on, 652. 

—Private, in silk by Coy’s servants ban- 
ned, 195; proposal for control, 266; 
regiitration of goods on ships, 383; 


see also Committee of Private Trade, 
'rratiqucliar, Taujorc Dist., Madras, 
xxx; Coy’s relations with Dantsli Govt 
at, 189, 32O. 

Travancorc, King of, his dua, 252. 
Treasure, plan re. removing defects in 
disposal of, 23j: for army, 309, 384-5. 
'Treasury — 

—liomlxiy, mode of supplies to, 309. 
—England, C3, 229; arrangements for tlic 
uayment of King’s troops in India, 59. 
—Fort IVilliam, statements re.. 295-6, 

2^. 306-7, 312-3, 415. 453. 455-^. 

157*8* 4C3-4. 467-8, 471, 477. 489-90. 
-IQli. 5»3*1. 5'50. 5‘7-8, 528, 529-30. 

55<i. 537-8. 5.15-6, iyi9*50., 563-4. 567. 

r^> 597-8. 608-9; of 

Exdiangc. 

— Madras, mode of supplies to, 509. 
Treaty— 

— K. I. Coy's with Oudli, xv, 103-10: 
with Manillas, 143*4, 63-P5: with Tipu 
Sultan. 1C7. 

—England’s, wiili U.S.. France, Spain 
and Holland, iio-i; witli France, 115*7. 
13V6; with Spain, 135: witli Holland, 
*3^7. >38- 

rremamondo, Lt A., resigru, 5G0. 
Treves, Pcllcgrin, writer, 15.1; rebuked. 
iS.yC. 

Trial (ship), 3. 314, 515, SJ», 406. 

— Capt., see Ptnjiicr, Capt. J. M- 
Trincomalcc Crrincomalay, Trincomali, 
Trincomaloy, ’Trinqulmale), Ceylon, 
129, 322, 460: to be surrendered to the 
EngUsli, 135; to be restored to the 
Dutch, 137, 139, 

'Trindcr, — , payment of dues to, 19-20. 
Trotter, Capt,—, of the 73rd Rcgltneni, 


True Briton (ship), 3, 78, 82, 85; 228. 
—Capt., see Allen, Capt. George; 
Broadlcy, Capt. John; rarrer, Capt. 
Henry; Timbrill, Capt. T. 

Tryat, see Triflf. 

Tufton, Alfred, writer, too, 145. 

Tuljaii, Raja of Tanjorc, Coy's relations 
wiin. it, xvi, xxxii, 65-6, 116-7, 619-21. 
Turnbull, Peter, asst surgeon, 151, 191. 
Turner, — , cadet, 154. 

Turner, Edward, asst surgeon, 151. 192. 
Turner, Lt Samuel, his mission to 'Titict. 
xxxvii, 356. 

Tuiruff Guttaul, repair of bands at, 352. 
Tyler, G., Secy to Sir Eyre Coote and 
Paymaster to Carnatic Detachment. 
474- 


XJuNEY, John, H.5r.’s Consul at Leg- 
horn, 134, 146. 

Udney, Robert, free mariner, 146. 

Ghtoff (Uptoff, Uthoff),— , writer, 154. 

333. 390- 

Uncovenanted Servants, see Servants. ^ 
United States of America, treaty with 
Great Britain, iio-i; loss of trade with, 

387- 

Unwin, Lt James William, of the loano 
Regiment of Foot, 26. 
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UrmstMi (Urmstone), Capt. James, of the 

Francis, 169, 583 > 599 - 
Urquhart, David, surgeon, resigns, s-a- 

Valentine (ship), ni:, 123, 13?. * 33 . 

248. 281, 299, 302. 304. 306, 3 ^. 308, 
479 > 480 5 ^> 5®8> 5 * 5 ' 5 ' 7 » o » 5 9 > 

tj29, 53 t» 545 > 547 > 594 ’ woii 

— ^pt., see Lewis, Capt. John, Wall, 

Capt, Thomas. . 

Vanderheyden.— , contract for repair of 

cantonments, 33-4, 487- 

Vaarixtel, A.. Member, Bd of Trade, 

dies, 236, 533. A, „Q. 

Vansittart (ship), 78. 82, 85, 164, -81, 

403. 459> 480 ' 508. 5 i 5 > 5 ' 7 » 5'°, 

-o0 531* 

— Commander, see Agnew, William; 

Lewin, Ricliard, junr, 

Vansittart, Hem7. Compti-oller of Salt, 
services praised, 265. 

Varennius, Ma].— , of the Hanoverian 
Regiment, 361. 

Vaughan, Ensign William Gwynne. dis- 
missed, 580. 

Veil, John de, 87. 

Vellore (Vellour), N. Arcot Dist,, Mad- 
ras, 426. 

Vendue-Master, commission on opium to, 
60, 

Vergennes, Compte de, 136. 

Vernon, Lt Charles, retires, 578. 

Vernon, Sir Edward, fleet under, 508; 
note on, 660. 

Veteran (H.M.’s store-ship), 79, 411; 

conditions on sale of, 80-2. 

■ — Owner, see Robertson, William, 

Vickers, Thomas, cadet, 113. 

■Victualling Agent, see Agent Victualler. 
Ville de Paris (ship), captured, 31. 
Villenour, dependency round Karikal, to 
be procured from Muhammad Ali, 116. 
Viziei', see Oudh, Nawab Varir of. 

Wadell, Andrew, free mariner, 191. 
Wagstaffe, Lt. T., on furlough, 595. 
Wakefield, Capt. Thomas, of the Las- 
celles, 78, 82, 85, 181. 

Wakeman, Capt. Henry, of the Rodney, 
,5;.. 169, 459, 598. 

Walajah, see Muhammad Ali Khan. 

— ’ removed from office, 407. 
Walker, Alexander, surgeon, resigns, 543. 
Walker Capt. Thomas, of the & 

301; his account of voyage to 
Mocha, 6qo. . ^ 

WaU, Capt. Thomas, of the Valentine, 

Walpofe (ship) 3; ys, 83, 85. 281, 283. 

Walshv’ f t Henry. 

Hut- 

W^ter, Henry, Member, Bd. of Trade, 

23rd Regi- 

RSam Dragoons, 24. 

’ Sonias, free mariner, 182. 


Waring, Richard, writer. 99, 146: 


152. 549 - 


jVarren' (ship), 5 > 

ru 3G4; letters of marque granted, 
xvii 323: capturctl by the Trench, 5* 
318: lost, 1,16, 147-9: captured from 
the Dutcli. 322. 

Capt., see Bitncle, Capt. John; Parkes, 

Capt. Richard. 00 

JVarren Hastings (ship), 4, 104, 180. i» 9 i 
322f 35 . 3 * 44 1 » 448* 459 ' 4 ^ 0 * 4^8, 4 * 9 * 
472, 47 ^' 478- 

— Capt., see Larkins, Capt. Ihomas. 
AVarringion, John, shipwrcckeil, 129* 
Wathcrsion, Capt. D., of Coy’.s Infantry, 

Watkins, Rice, .Sergt Maj. of Governor 
GeneraTs Body-guard, appointed Brevet 
Ensign of Infantry, 439. 

Watson, Lt. Col.—, owner of the Stir- 
{mze, 238, 392; Owner of the Nonsuch, 

384. 385- 

Watson, Col.—, complaints against, ‘jba. 
Watson, Admiral C., allowances granted, 

31- 

Watson, George, barrister. 134. 

Watson, Lt Col. Henry. Chief Engineer, 
on a Mathematical .School at Fort Wil- 
liam, xl, 462: docks' of. 292-3, 433; 
law-suit against, r,Go; plan for .sup- 
plies to Canton, Coo-i. 

Watson, Maj. William, to resume duty, 
87 - 

Watt, Thomas, asst surgeon. 151. 

Wattel, — , contract for repairing bridges, 
341-2. 

Wattle, Lt — , on furlough, 560. 

Waugh, Capt. G., on furlough, (107. 
'Webber, 4 ViHiam, Secy to Revenue Dept. 
123. 3 r)«. 3 . 52 - 

Wedderburn. Capt. — , resigns, 525. 
Wellrorn, W'dliam, midshipman of the 
Grosvenor, shipwrecked, 129. 

Weldon, Dennis, cadet, 170. 

4 Veller, Samuel, free mariner, 182. 
Wemyss. James, Adjutant, King of Eng- 
land’s .'irmy, 440. 

Wemyss, C'apt.-Lt John, resigns, 440; re- 
sumes duty, 9. 

West, Capt.' James, of the Dutton, 4, 
iGg, 361; misconduct by, 602. 

4 Vhatman, James, e.xpert in water marks, 
180, 183. 

Wheatley, Francis, portrait painter, xli, 
171. 

IVlieler (Wheeler), Edward, Member of 
Board, 77, 341V. 401, 506; opinion on 
Coy s trade, 92; allowances of his 
A.D.C., 220; attorney to executors of 
3G7: dies, 490, 497. 
Wheler, Higgmson ?c Co., 190-200. 
White, Lt C^L— . 543. 

White, Charles, 237; free Tnariner, 150. 
White, George, master of the Fly, 147. 
White, Ensign James, 146. 

White, Capt. John, junr, of the Earl of 

281, 479- 

Wbitehill, John, estate of, 145. 
Wh^tewell, Edward, Secy to Gen. Sloper, 
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Scou, Capt. George, of the iVc/)luMe, 

23l. 

Scoit (Sail), Capt. Jajiics, prontoircl 

Maj., 293. 

Scott, John I’cndral, doth conltaaor* 

',19. ,!;{o, 551. 

Scott, Capt. Robert, of the AVpfune, 

123, 132. 

Scott, Pringle k Co., tv'ine contract tviih, 
181. 

Scaforih, Earl of. dies, 70. 

Scaling \\’ax, 1.10. 

Scaly,—, Sail Agent, removed, .joS. 
Seamen. 197-8, .360, 3S8: desertions by, 
3^2, .103-}; registry office for, 432, 581. 
Sears, Capt. Samuel, on fuilough, G07. 
Secret C.ommitlce of Court of Directors. 
see Court of Dirccton, Secret Com- 
mittee. 

>ecrct Department. Secy to, salary of, 
213; see also Uay, Edward. 

Secret Department of Inspection, 261. 

51o; srr aha Department of Inspection. 
Secretary For War. in England, rj. »G. 
29, 124. 179; see also Yonge. Sir 
George. 

.Seer Sucker (a kind of picccgoorlsl. 

investment in. tGo. 

Sdf-ul-Dowla. see Saifud-Daulah. 

Sriks, see Sikhs. 

Sclai River, Bengal.?, 349. 

Senior Mcrclianls, allowances, 3 to. 
Scpo)s, appreciation of services of. xxiii: 
(orjrs of, 07; recruitment and (raining, 
310. 

Scrampore (Frcdricksnagorc). Ifooghly 
Dtst.. Bengal. 3G6. 374. 

— Ghief of Danisii Factory, see Die, O. 
Setool. near Btirdwan. Bengal, Qt, 93. 
Servants, E.I. Coy’s, rules re. appoint- 
ments, promotions, resignations, retire- 
ments and retrenchments, ii-lti, vii, Gi. 
78-9. 97-8. 99« »57' '72'3- 2|i8-7. 

379, 411, 414, 4G0; leave rules, viii-ix. 
^25, 590-1; corruption, xii, 255; pun- 
ished for iiarrassing people, xvii; pro- 
hibited from helping foreigners, xH. 
SI-J, IJO. 160, 344-5, W4-5. 447; 

prohibited from private trade in silk. 
195: remunerations, 213-36, 235. 268-9. 
357; junr. servants, 232; ban on per- 
sonal use of official records, 265-4; 
rules for pensions, 268, 379; residential 
building for, 441; ban on acceptance 
of gifts by, 620; see also Surgeons; 
Writers. 

Shaban (8th month of hluhammadan 
lunar year), 624. 

Shah Alam (Shah Allum), King of Delhi, 
question of protection to, 178, 251-2. 
Shakespear, Colin, cadet, 126. 

Sharp (Sharpe), Capt. Philip, of the 
Prime, 85; account of disDursements 
by. 127, 131. 

Shaw, John, asst surgeon, 151, 506; 

surgeon of the Resolution, 391. 

Shaw, Lt John, of the 101st Regiment 
of- Foot. 24. 

Shaw, Joseph, cadet, 63, 113. 


ShaieiiUi (sni of a kingb see .Shah 
Alam. 

Slicrbume, J., Dy Supdt of Police, Cal* 
cntia, 512. 

SUcrUC of Calcutta, see Hare. John; 
Yonge, Philip. 

Slicrman, Capt. U., of the Tannnh, 189. 

Shem-ood, James Dodington, cadet, 141. 

Shipping, conveyance fo King's troops, 
xxi. 28-9, .{6; measures to dcser* 

lion of crew, xxvi, .jjq, 380; compen* 
sation (o captains of siiips on account 
of cnil>3t);o on grain, xliv; movements, 
.1*5« 52. 78* 82-3‘ «23. »32* »6p5- >09' 
70, 181, 281-2, 289-91, 299-300, 302, 
.3«»8-9, 321-2, 3fi«>.i, 403-5, 479-80. 515, 
."i‘6-7. 53'* r»S7. 5.y84 582'3: travellers 
tm dups to lie certified, 58-g, 86-7, 89, 
2]8. 37{, 411; registration of private 
trade on sliips, 71, 78, 374, 383; grant 
of certificates to coniinam^s, 72. 126, 
>7‘>. 532' 379; measures for security of, 
S3. Ill, 170. 228, 321; Coy to send 
documcnis re. navigation in India, 95: 
masts and spars for, 140; account of 
foicign sJilps to be kept, 150: privilege 
to commanders re. piccegoods. 182; 
pavmcnt of Indian seamen on sliips 
bound for Europe, 197-8; question of 
passage money, 20i'2, 386, 414: com* 
manders to execute bonds, 379, 284'5: 
tonnage, ,301, 370: paucity of surgeons 
on ships for Europe, 321; advantages 
of new Ilooghly enanneJ, 324; effects 
of a severe gale of wind, 325; affected 
by enemy fleet, 353, 360, 378, 38 pS* 
.{02: clearance of pinglc from Coxe's 
Island for convenience of, 361; packet 
ships, 3S3. 5G9-70; proposals for regu* 
latmns re. fitness of crew, 3S8; insiruc* 
lions to captains re. course of journey, 
415; remuneration to commanders, 
448, 521; ircainicnt of passengers 

during voyage, 599-600. 037-44: see 
also Intiiamcn; Marine; N'ew Harbour; 
Pilots; .Seamen. 

—Agent for loading and unloading ships, 
allowances, 225; see alto Lloyd, John. 

— Committee, see Court of Directors, 
Joint Committee of Correspondence 
and Shipping. 

Sliorc, John, of Revenue Dept., resigns, 
529: note on, 661. 

Shouldluun, Edward, pilot, 237. 

Shrewsbury (ship), 4. 

Shroffs, see Sarrafs. 

Shuja-ud-Daulah (Sujah Dowlah), 
Nawab Varir of Oudh, 104; treaty 
with Fauullah Khan, xxxv, 105; his 
donation to Coy's troops during 
Rohilla campaign, 293; dies, xv, 74' 7®' 

— ividoiv of, see Bahu B^am. 

Sibandi (irregular soldiery), 222. 

Sicca Rupee, see Rupee, Sikka. 

Sidney, Lord, Principal Secy of State, 
England, 635. 

Sief-iil-DawJah, see Saifud-Daolah. 
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Sikiis (Seiks). the, xxvii; 

• Rohilkhand by. xpv, 106, 249- 
Silburris, see Salburi. __ 

Silk, 374; duty on. xxxvu, 194. 3 io. 419. 
trade and investment m, 3b-7, 150. 
160, 192-6, 315-6. 370. 387-8. 418. 420. 
a'70 4Q8; manufacture or, 54, 

tS-6. °34T pri“ of. »7- ‘33-4; 

allowances of superintendents, 226; bad 
quality of, 254: trade m, 400-1. 

46f), 519-20, ^4- ^ . 

-Supdt of Raw Silk, see Briganti,— ,* 

Wiss, James. 

Silver, 124, 174, 461; coinage of, 354. 
Simpson, James, cadet, 63. 

Simson, Capt. George, of the Fort 
William, 281. 

Sdnassies, see Sanyasis. 

■ Sinclair, Lt James, on furlough, 607. 

Sir Edward Hughes (shiiip), 457, 600, 601 ; 
Sirajud-Daulah, Nawab of Bengal, over- 
thrown by Coy, 623. 

Sircar, see Sarkar. 

Sircars, see Northern Circars. 

Skarrow, Tliomas, surgeon on the Wor- 
cestei', 391. 

Slaughter, Thomas, cadet, 438.- 
Slaves, xlv, 128. 

Sleath, Joseph Barnabas, cadet, 153, 161. 
Sloane, Davis, cadet, 77. 

Sloper, Ensign Granby, A.D.C. of Gene- 
ral koper, 176. 

Sloper, Lt General Robert, G. in C., 
Bengal. 175, 585, 593; his measures 
against excessive ' use of liquor by sol- 
diers, xii, xxiv, 179; 277; his rank and 
powers of court-martial, 176-7, 595; 
Member of Board, 568. 

— Secy, see Whitewell, Edward. 

Smart, John, miniature painter, xli, 171. 
Smedley, Capt. Henry, of the Raymond, 
169. 

Smith, Alexander Rutherford, free mari- 

nor, 146. 

Smith, Charles, painter, xli, 100. 

Smith, Edward, 101. 

Smith, Hartwdl, 388. ' 

Smith, James, asst, surgeon, 151, igi. 
Smith, Capt. James, resigns, 333. 

Smith, John, Member, Court of Direc- 
tors, see Burgess, John Smith. 

Smith, John, surgeon, 55. 

SmlS’ ft"’ snigeon, 151, 191. 

Smith, John, cadet, 170. 

Snuth, John, Coy’s Solicitor, 632; on 

re. New Harbour, 

Member, Court of 

naval powers re. 

aval and mily operations, 79; Dy 

Chainnan, 73. 77. si q6. 98,’ rS rS 
ill' “8, 119, 121^ 123^ ^29, 

So ’ iVi ’ Chairman, 

•62. ft fk 

>88: S; ^’7. 179. 186, 187. 

Smith’ 541. 

1. Samuel, junr. Member, Coiut 


of Directors, 122, 129, 134. 137. 

162, 163. 168, 204, 245. 

Smitli, William (Thomas), writer, 99, 

Smi^h, Capt. William, of the Dublin, 
i6q. 

Smith, William Towers, writer, 125. i45. 
152, 191- 

Smoult. William, attorney, 522. 

Smyth, Blankey, cadet, 560. 

Smyth, Francis, writer, 125, i45- 
Smyth, George Stracey, 141. 

Sneyd, Jeremy, writer, 125, 146. 

Snow, Capt. Raymond, of the Winter- 
ton, 52, 169, 446, 448. 583. 601, ^2.^ 
Society for the Benefit of Orphans, Coy s 
contribution to, 597; see also Orphans. 
Sonamukhi (Soonamookey), Bankura 
Dist., Bengal, residency abolished, 
226. 

Sonaut Rupee, see Rupee, Saniuat. 
Sontag River, Africa, 130. 

Soub^, see Suba. 

Soubahdarry, see Subadari. 

Soiicars, see Sahuhars. 

Southampton (ship), 164, 227, 279, ,281, 
299, 301-2, 308, 360, 448, 449, 459, 
480, 508, 515, 516, 517. 518, 519, 521. 

.531- 

— ^Capt., see Flail, Capt. William; Len- 
nox, Capt. John. 

Spada, Agostino Antonio, 397. 

Spain, 50, 8i; activities of the fleet of, 
.xxix, 410, 544; relations with England, 
102, 110-1, 135, 399. 

Spanish Dollars, see Dollars. 

Sparkes, Joseph, Member, Court of 
Directors, 46, 47, 49, 51, 64, 77, 80, 
96, 98, 101, no, 118, 119, 121, 129, 
134. H 7 > 156, 159. 168, 177. 186, 187, 
203, 204, 211. 

Sparks, Robert, Member, Bombay Coun- 
. cil, 168, 198. 

Specie, 300; for Madras, iii, 308, 426, 
587; for Fort Maxlbro, 483-4; for Mal- 
dives, 512; see also Bullion. 

Speke, Edward, 153. 

Speke (Speake), Peter, Resdt at Jangi- 
pur, 419. 

Spellman, Capt. Henry, dies, 72; settle- 
ment of accounts, 72-3. 383. 

Sppra, Pietro, silk spinner, 254- 
Spices, duty at Benares on, xxxvii, 310; 

purchase of, 292; see also Pepper. 
Spoils of War, question of refund after 
capture of Bijaigarh, xxv, 70, 297, 
.318-9, 381, 476, 489, 526; note on, 
653, 

Spottiswoode, William, asst surgeon, 87, 
132. 

8priggs, John, free mariner, 171, 

Stables, John, Member of Board, 8, •.30 
0,32^ 401. 476. 516, 575. 576. 586.'' 

^ 398 J^bn, powers re. admiralty, 

Stafford, Lt. Hugh, 70. 

Stamford, Thomas, ensign in King's 
army, appointed cadet in Bengal. 524. 
Stamford. Lt Thomas, of the lolnd 
Regiment of Foot, 26. 
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Siamling Oiilcri. tUtuijHlcr ot, see (Uwn- 
|>iicr of Slaiuliii;^ Orders. 

Su-mley, Rev. J.. Cha))Iaiii lo 311! 
Rrii'.ule, pension of lus ividow. xlii, 
•1^7- 

Stanley. I.i xMoi-gan, of tlic toaiid Rcgi- 
tnent of Foot, 2G. 

Stark, lames, Senr Surgeon, Dacca, rjG. 
Stales General of tlie Unitetl Provinces. 
see Holland. 

-Stalionciv. ineasuies for protection of. 
Nil, .|i. 1S3: actounis. xii, 5|{: |>oor 
quality of. see also Paper; Scalinj; 
W’aN. 

Siauntoii, — . 167. 18.S. 

Staunton, I.t Phillip, on furlough. 

Steel, i^f), i8i-a, 282. 

Steele. R. G., Paymaster of CUunar De- 
tachment. removed. 107; P.-iymastcr of 
Cx>y’s troops in llcnarcs. 537-9. 
Stephenson. Edward, Memher, Ild of 
Trade, dies. .^RS. 

Stephenson, Li Thomas, Commander of 
the //airier, to he ficc mariner. 228. 
Stewart. Capt. Charles, of the iSelhnout . 
188. 

•Stewart, Ccn. James see Stuart. Maj. 
Gen. fames. 

Stewart (Stuart), fohn. Secy.. F. W. ikranl 
and Judge .Advocate Gaicral. Bengal, 
grant of bills to liis widow, xUi. 552. 
■131! 303- 

Stewart. Lt Col. Robert, resigns. 505: 

to resume duty. iS|. 280. 

Stewart, Capt. Robert, resigns. .jGy. 
Stibbert. Brig.-Ccncral Giles. C. in C.. 
Bengal, xl. 39. GS-g. 3S0. .jGa, 475. 
fiG- IiO.S' allotvanccs. 209. 372: 

promoted Maj.-General. 30); on re- 
ircnclimcnt in army, 435, 505: bis 
powers re. court-martial, 506: resigns. 
GoG; note on, G5G-7. 

— A.D.C. to. see Collins. Capt. John. 
Stoakes, Capt. Peter, of the Kent, 
Stocks, Thomas, free mariner, i-io, igi- 
Stoke, Thomas I.uke, asst surgeon. 
Stonehouse, John, on lease, 590. 

Stores. 325. 3, ■•,3, 3G3. 421, 433. 44|; com- 
niissarics of, xxviii; 292, preservative 
powder for, 141; bad quality of, 235. 
449: for St. Helena, 291. 459: for Fort 
Marlbto', 308, 322, 459; for army. 509; 
for Negapatam, 314, 372: for H.Ttl.’s 
ships, 373, 431; for Bombay, 405; for 
Mangalore, 4.jg: see also Agent for 
Supplies to Presidencies; Military 
Stores. 

Storinoiit (ship), 78, 82, 85, 281. 

— Caot., see Curtis. Capt. George; Fair- 
full, Capt. Robert; Rogers, Capt. 
John. 

Storinonth. John, surgeon. 359. 389; re- 
signs, 294: reinstated, 330' 

Strong. Job, free mariner. 87. 

Strover. Capt. John, of the Essex, sGg. 
Stuart. Hon. Charles, Presdt, Bd of 
Trade. 236. 546: question of his posi- 
tion in Rd of Trade. 153. 232. 53.3-6, 
o'>2-.3: Afember of Board, 551; 


question of filling vacancy caused In 
Ills alnctirc, .573 G. 

.Stuart (.Stcwjrii, .Maj.-Ccncral James, 
C. in C.. Matiras. 30]: liis inicrfcTcncu 
in Ucug.1l army admiiiiMrailon. Nxiii, 
irpf: claims pciiuancnt .scat in Fort 
bl.* George Select Coiumiilcc. 355: note 
IMt <>,5.8. 

.Stuart, Jidin, see .Stewart. John. 

.Sturgeon, Capt. Rkliard, piomotcd. 
Map 293-1. 

.Stuart. Humphrey .Xslilcy, writer, 113, 
ijti. 

Stuart, llionus I.cnov Napier, writer. 
113. iifi. 

Suha (province), 633. 

Suli-Accuuntanl. salary of. 22 p, of Bd of 
Trade, see Young, 'Allen Edward. 

StiOaJati (oificc of the viceroy), 624. 

Sub-Hx{H>ri \V'arcboiicc-Kcc;>cr, allow* 
anccs. 325. 

SicU-lmjKirt Warch<msc*Kcc)icr, allow- 
ances. 235. 

Sub-Secretary, to rotiipllc indexes to 
(.’oiisiiliatiotis, 513. 

Sub-Trc.VMircr. jg: gratuity lo, 215: al- 
lowauccs, 235. 

S{ibicrnuM>i.v River, see Sabtarmukhi 
River. 

Siuitter Dneanne .lutlalel, Sudder De* 
iiMiiiiy .Idawlut, see Sadr Diwuiii 
.Idalal. 

Suiab Doulab, see Shujaud-Daiilalt. 

Siiliiwi (diip), 83. 85, I2U, 281. 283. 

—Capt.. jce Pounccy. Capt, Robert; 
Williams, Capt. Stephen. 

SiiJivaii. Laurence. Member. Court of 
Dircxiors, 122. 129, 137. 13O, 159. iGo. 
162, 1G5. 16S, 177, »7(), 187, 203, til. 

-13- 2.VI' Chairman, 2, 14. 
.79. iC, 47,' of 6rcrct Committee, 40, 
'i3{. 170. 188. 228: Dy Chairman. 13(. 

SiiUv.'in. Kidiard Josciih, Resdt at the 
Court of Nawab of Carnatic, Court 
divapprovc bis appointment, ii, Go, 62: 
recalled, 378; note on, 652. 

Sulivati (Sullivan), Stephen, opium con- 
tract with, 60: Agent for Supplies lo 
H.M.’s Nav7, 327. 373. 428, 429, 431-2; 
judge .Advocate Gaieral, resigns, 356. 

Sultan (ship). 308. 

Svcmnicr, John, Member, Bd of Trade. 
327- 

Summer. Richard, resigns, 394. 

Summer, Ensign Richard, on furlough, 
595* 

Summers. Capt. Henry, case re. his 
estate, 19-20. 367. 

Sumner, A. V. R. John, Member, Bd 
of Trade, 613. 

Sun, sec San. 

Simdarbans (Sunderbimds), soulheminost 
Gangctic Delta, 3G1, 637. 

Superh (ship), damag^. 325. 

Supercargoes, al Canton, xlv, 61, i2.>. 
128, 181, igS. 283, 290, 322. 378. 405. 
406, 480, 481, 570. 584. 587; forbidden 
to help foreigners, 22; members of 
Council of, G. 86. 141-2. 18 p 280; 
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Tierney, W., Secy to Sir Eyre Coote 
and Paymaster lo Caniatic Detadnnent, 
dies, .174. 

Tilfer, — , cadet, 113. 

Tilglunan, Ricliard, 100; quciiion o£ ic* 
suniing duty, 185, 187-8; on leave, C05. 
TimbrilH Capt. T., ol the 'Tnie JJrilon, 
dies, 228. 

Timur, Maj. Davy's work on insUluics 
of, xl, >8g. 

Tindal (petty oificci o£ lascars), 271, 27a, 
273. 274. 

Tinncvclly, Madras, Coy's pioposcd 
Treaty u’iilf the Dutcli re., 18. 
Tipping. William, free mariner, 182, 
Tipu Sultan (Tipoo Sultan), ruler of 
Alysorc, Coy’s treaty with, iii, 1G7, 188, 
>99. 204. 

Tircita (Tirrciu), Etlward, lo construct 
public market at Calcutia. xxxix-xl. 
327-8. 432. 

Tod, Capt. Alexander, of the liuiUTiage, 
52. 59. 449. 450- 

Todd, Charles, asst suiguon, 151, 192. 
Tolley, Maj. — , Commissioner of l*oHfc, 
loans to, xiv, aj-p 

Tolley (Tolly), Lt Col. William, resigns, 
437; lease of lands to widow of. tga. 
Tolmc. Capt. D.. of the Reiolution, 401. 

Tomlinson, Robert, Accouiuani, Bd of 
Trade, 55. 

Toone, — , cadet. 15.1. 

Toone, Lt Col. Swincy, to resume duty, 
62, 113; resigns, 533. 

Tortoise (store-ship). tS3. 

Toshach (Tosltcch), George, asst surgeon. 
131. >92. 

Tottingham, Li Col. John, 381; ptomot* 
cd Col., 67; resigns, 301. 

Touchet, Samuel, 302, 37G. 377; salt con- 
tract with, 396-7. 432; dies, 442. 
Town Major. Calcutta, xxvi, 248. 430. 
Townsend, G. G., 2nd oflker of the fox, 
333. 

Townshend, George Gray, his drawings 
of lands on way to China, 544. 
Townshend, Thomas, Secy of Stale, 
England, 84. 

Townson (Townsen), John, Member, 
Court of Directors. 2, 39, 47, 51, 98, 
115, iv8, isq, 129, 134. S37. 142. 239, 
24r;. 254, 278, 283. 

Trade, E. I. Coy's, ban on assistance lo 
foreign competitors, xli, ai, 150, 160, 
244-5 367. 394-5. 447-8; goods for Presi- 
dencies in India and China, 5-6. 85-6, 
i8i- 2; affected by French activities, 201, 
423; with U.S.A., 387; see also ,4«- 
rangs; Board of Trade; Cloth; Coffee; 
Customs and Excise; Indigo; Invest- 
ment; Merchants; Opium; Salt; Sojt- 
petre; Shipping; Silk; Spices. 

— Free, in grain, 325; in silk, 400-1, 465, 
319-20, 604. 

— Illicit, Act of Parliament re., 44; in 
cloth, 309-10; note on, G52. 

— Private, in silk by Coy’s servants ban- 
ned, 19^; proposal for control, 2W; 
regiMration of goods on ships, 383: 


see also Committee of Private Trade. 

Tranquehar, Tanjurc Dlst., Madras, 
xxx; Coy's rclaiiuns with Danisli Govt 
at, tSg, 326. 

Travancorc, King of, hi> dues, 252. 

Treasure, plan ic. removing defects In 
disposal of, 23^1; for army, 309, 384-5. 

Treasury — 

— Bombay, mode of supplies to, 309. 

—England, O3, 229; arrangements for tlie 
payment of Ring’s troops in India, 59. 

—Fort William, stalcmcnis re., 295-6, 
,93, 312-j. ^15. 453. 455.®. 

137-8. .1O3..1. .1G7-S, .171, .177, 48a-!)<'. 
39®. 5'3-l. 5>5-8. 5‘7-8. 5.“. 

53®. 537-8, 515 ®. 519-5>>., 5®7; 

r3o. 597-8, CoS-q; see also Bdls of 
Exchange. 

— .Madras, mode of supplies to, 309. 

Treaty— 

— E. I. Coy's witlt Oudh, xv, 103-10; 
with Maraihas, 143-4, 654-5; with Tipu 
Sultan, 1C7. 

—England's, wiili U.S., France, Spain 
and Holland, 110-1; wiili France, 115-7, 
133-6; with Spain, 155; wiili Holland, 
136-7. 138. 

Trcitumondo, Lt A., resigns. 560. 

Treves, PcUqjrin, writer, 15-1; rebuked. 
i8v6. 

Trios (ship), 3, 314, 515, 321, 40O. 

“^ilapt., see Poyntcr, Capt. J, M, 

Trincomalcc Crrincomalay, Tiincomali, 
Trtncomaloy, ’Trinquimalc), Ceylon, 
129, 322, 460; to be surrendered to the 
English, 135; It) be restored to the 
Duuh, 157, 139. 

Trinder,— , payment of dues to, 19-20. 

Trotter, Capt. — , of Uic 73rd Regiment, 
141. 

True linton (sliip). 3, 78, 8a, 85. 228. 

—Capt., see Allen, Capt. George; 
Uroadlcy, Capt. John; FarrcT. Capt. 
Henry; Tinibrill, Capt. T. 

Tryal, see Trial. 

Tufton, Allred, writer, 100, 145. 

Tuljaji, Raja of Tanjore, Coy’s relations 
with, ii, xvi, xxxii, 65-6, 116-7, 619-21. 

Turnbull, Peter, asst surgeon, 151, 191. 

Turner, — , cadet, 154. 

Turner, Edward, asst surgeon, 151, 192. 

Turner, Lt Samuel, his mission to Tiliet, 
336. 

Tuiruff Guttaul, repair of bands at, 352. 

Tyler, G.. Secy to Sir Eyre Coote and 
Paymaster to Carnatic Detachment, 
474- 


Ud.ney, John, H.M.’s Consul at Leg- 
horn, 134, 146. 

Udney. Robert, free mariner, 146. 

Uhwrff (Cploff, Uthoff),— , writer, 154. 
333, 390. 

Un<x)venanted Servants, see Servants. ^ 
United Swtes of America, treaty with 
Great Britain, iio-i; loss of trade with, 
387. . 

Umvin, Lt James William, of the 102nd 
Regiment of Fool, 26. 
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Uvmstoii (Urmstone), Capt. James, o£ the 
Francis, 169, 583, 599’ • -„j- 

Urquhart, David, surgeon, lesigns, 5-5- 


Valentine (ship), lu. 123. 

248, 281, 299. 302. 304. 30^. 307. 30O' 
479, 480 507, 508, 515. 517- 518. 5i9« 

529, 53I1 545» 547 > 594' -iatoIi 

—Capt., see Lewis, Capt. John; Wall, 

Capt. Thomas. . 

Vanderheyden,— , contract for repair ot 

cantonments, 33-4. 487- 

Vanrixtel, A., Member, Bd of Tiade, 


dies, 236, 533. „q. 

Vansittort (ship), 781 82, 85, 164, -.81, 
403, 459, 480, 506, 508, 515, 517. 5'8, 
f)26, 531. 

— Commander, see Agneiv, William; 
Lewin, Richard, junr. 

Vansittart, Henry, Comptroller of Salt, 
services praised, 265. 

Varennius, Maj. — , of the Hanoverian 
Regiment, 361. 

Vaughan, Ensign William Gwynne, dis- 
missed, 580. 

Veil, John de, 87. 

Vellore (Vellour), N. Arcot Dist., Mad- 
ras, 426. 

Vendue-Master, commission on opium to, 
60. 


Vergennes, Compte de, 136. 

Vemon, Lt Charles, retires, 578. 

Vernon, Sir Edward, fleet under, 508; 
note on, 660. 

Veteran (H.M.’s store-ship), 79, 411; 

conditions on sale of, 80-2. 

— Owner, see Robertson, William. 
Vickers, Thomas, cadet, 113. 

■Victualling Agent, see Agent Victualler. 
Ville de Paris (ship), captured, 51. 
Villenour, dependency round Karikal, to 
be procured from Muhammad Ali, 116. 
Vizier, see Oudh, Nawab Vazir of. 


Wadell, Andrew, free marinei', 191. 
Wagstalfe, Lt. T., on furlough, 595. 
Wakefield, Capt. Thomas, of the La^ 
celles, 78, 82, 85, 181. 

Wakeman, Capt. Henry, of the Rodnc) 
, 57 ’.\ 89 . 459. 598. 

Walajah, see Muhammad Ali IHian. 
Walker, — , removed from office, 407. 
Valker, Alexander, surgeon, resigns, 54! 
Walker Capt. -piomas, of the Lor 
eam^n, 301; his account of voyage t 
Mocha, 600. / ‘ 

the Valentin, 

WMe (ship) 3; 78, 83, 85, 281, 283, 
Walsbv’ ^hurAiU, Capt. Henry. 

W^^ter, Henry, Member, Bd. of Trad 

“3rd Reg 


Waring, Richard, writer, 99, thcs, 

IVuneu'^fs’hip), 5, ifiL ^55, 161, 229, 

nai 26.1: letters of marque granted, 

^vii' 323; captured by the French. 5. 
' 318: lost, 146, 147-9-. captured from 
the Dutch, 322. 

Capt., see Buncle, Capt. John; Paikes, 

Capt. Richard. ^ 00 q 

IFflrren Flastings (ship), 4, 104, 180, 109. 
322, 353, 444» 448. 459> 480, 488, 489. 
472, 476. 478- 

— Capt., sec Larkins, Capt. Ihomas. 
Warrington, John, shipwrecked, 129. 

Cant. D.. of Cov’s lufanti'N, 


330. . ^ 

Watkins, Rice, Sergt Maj. of Governor 
General’s Body-guard, appointed Brevet 
Ensign of Infantry, .139. 

Watson, Lt. Col.—, owner of the Sur- 
prize, 238, 392; Owner of the No 7 isucli, 
384, 385. 

Watson, Col. — , complaints against, 362. 
Watson, Admiral C., allowances granted, 


3 »* , . 

Watson, George, barrister, 134. 

Watson, Lt Col. Henry. Chief Engineer, 

on a Mathematical School at Fort Wil- 
liam, xl, .162; docks’ of, 292-3, 433; 
law-suit against, 560; plan for sup- 
plies to Canton, 600-1. 

Watson, Maj. 'IVilliam, to resume duty, 
87. 

Watt, Thomas, asst surgeon, 151. 

Wattel, — , contract for repairing bridges. 


341-2. 

Wattle, Lt — , on furlough, 560. 

■Waugh, Capt. G., on hirlougli, 607. 

Webber, William, Secy to Revenue Dept, 
123. 351. 332. 

^Veddcrbllrn, Capt. — , resigns, 525. 

Welborn, -iVilliam, mid.shipman of the 
Grosvenor, shipwrecked, 129. 

Weldon, Dennis, cadet, 170. 

Weller, Samuel, free mariner, 182. 

Wemyss, Janies, Adjutant, King of Eng- 
land's army, 4.^0. 

Wemyss, Capt.-Lt John, resigns, 440: re- 
sumes duty, 9. 

West, Capt. James, of the Dutton, 4, 
169. 361; misconduct by, 602. 

■Whatman, James, expert in water marks, 
180, 183. 

Wheatley, Francis, portrait painter, xli, 
171. 


Board, 77, 3411. 401, 506; opinion c 
Coys trade, 92; allowances of h 
T attorney to executors 

_,hord Clive, 367; dies, 490, 497. 

^^Sginson & Co., 199-200. 
White, Lt Col.— 543. 

237; free mariner, 130 
White. George, master of the Fly, 147 
White, Ensign James, 146. 

White, Capt. John, junr. of the Earl 
^5. 281, 479. 

Wbitehill :^hn, estate of, 145. 
Whitewell, Edward, Secy to Gra. Slope 
17b. 
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Homer, Thomas, cadet, lo. 
llonefall, John, Cornet in 23jd Regi* 
menu of Liglii Dragoons, 2j. 

Hor&Cbi. for Corps of I-iglii Dragoons, 
vivii, 363, .|3j; from .Monglijr, 333. 
Ho>e.u William, resigns, agp 
Hosier, — , shipwrecked, 129. 
ilospitals, at Calcutta, for foundlings, 
-wxix, 200; mluciion of c-xpcnscs of. 
207, 217; in the army. 272, 273, 27.1. 
270; see rt/so Magdalen Hospital; 
I'oplar Hospital. 

lloti'jikis, — , Mincralogical Sur\t)or, 
217. 

Hoiighly, see Hooghly. 

Houghton (ship), 78, 82, 83. 1O9, iSi. 

— Capt.. see ^Uln^‘o, Capt. James. 

House of Commons, 1G3. 2\2. atiti; t>n 
administration of justice in Rcngal. 1, 
22. i2(1-7. 337: re. bills proposing 
changes in Coy's constitutton. 115. 
i5(5-7. 

House of Lords, bills ic. revision of 
Coy's constitution, i.jj, 136-7. 
Howartii,— , asst surgeo'n, on furlough. 
607. 

Hoiv'cll, Ensimi Thomas, of the loist 
Regiment of l-ooi. 23. 

Huddart, Capt. Joseph, of the Uoyal 
Admifal, 123. 132. 

Huddart. Capt. 3ViUlani, of the I'or/;, 
281. 

Hughes. Admiral bir Edtvard. C. in C. 
of H.M.’s Squadion in £. Indies, ).)o. 
JOS. 322, 399. 514. ,387; allowances 
of. 30: ease re. sni)phcs provided to 
hU licet by F.W. Hoard's Agent, 373. 
128-32; note on. O36. 

Hughes, Lt John, on furlough. 607. 
Iluish, George, Coy’s Agent at i'ort'- 
mouth, 127, 131. 

Humberstone, Col. — . Cotuuuudcr «t 
the rStb Regiment of King's Army. 70. 
Humphrev, Orias, portrait p.iintcr. xli. 
171. 

Hunter, l.t— icsigns, 560; reinstated. 
579- 

Hunter, James, surgeon at Dacca, dies. 

.576- 

Hunter, John, Member. Court of Dircc- 
tors. 2, 39, .16, -17. 49. 51. 61. 77. 98. 
iQV, WO. \s\, W3. w8, wp, vat, 142, 
J47, 136, 159, 160. 162, i(^, 177, 179. 
203, 204, 211. 

Hunter, Capt. P., on furlough, 607. 
Hunter, ^Villiara, asst surgeon, 151, 306. 
Hunter, William, free roarinea-, jgi. 

Hur Jewon Row, see Harjeewan Rao. 
Hurmunt Rum, see Hanumant Ram. 
Hurringotta River, properly Haringhata, 
see lifadhumati. 

Hujiflr (Danish sWp), 170, 229, 236, 
522. 5.37- 

Hussey, Capt. V. W., on furlough, 607. 
Hutchins, Maj. — . C. in C. of Cc>y*s 
troops at Fori Marlbro’, dies, 323. 
Hutton, James, asst surgeon, 87. 

Hyde, J., Judge of Supreme Court, 
Calcutta, X, 343, 346, 349. 

Hyder Ally Catvn, see Haider Ali Khan. 
Hyderabad (Hydrabad), 300, 422. 


— Rcsilt at, allowances, 218; see also 
ilolloiul, John; Johnson,—. 

Hynes (llyndes), John, seaman, ship- 
wieckrd, 129. 130. 


1 U2>. Lt. William, of the ■ 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

liiipcy. .Sir Elijah, Chief Justice, 
Supreme Court. ap|K>intmcnt as 
Jiwlgc of .S'fldr Diuvini Adalal disap- 
proved, xvtii, aa-.-}, 49, 3.37; charges liy 
Philip FraticU agaum. xviti, 328. 
336-40, 313-6, 348; leaves for England, 
452; note’on, 

IiiiiMirt-lVarcliousckccpcr, salary of, 223, 
Inflcxe<. Court's instructions ' re., >73, 
5*3* 

India, f.imine in norihciti part of. .\liii, 
433; RcmicH's map of, fj6; Capt. Call's 
atlas of. 416, 321, 597. 
liuliamcn, 321, 333, 36t. 362. 303. 304. 
Indian Slates (Comiiry Powers), Court’s 
insinicioins re- policy towaiils. tl. 
xxxiv. 8, f)2. 109-10, 174, 178, 2.-,o-i. 
Indians. the, promotion forbidden, 
xxvii. 433: provision for disabled 
olficcrs and 'qroys, xlii, 247-8; voyage 
regulations for, 58-p, i9*-8. 374: it» 
Bengal. Madras and Bombay armies, 
270; to be cxcludnl from artillery, 
271; ictrcncJvcd ofTiccts to lie retained 
at full pay, 275: registry office for 
seamen. 432, 584: see also Registrar of 
Natives. 

Indigo, iincstmciU in. >96*7, 801. 327. 

387, 402, 320, 604. 

Indus (ship). 309. 

Itulus River, f’amiue Ikmwccii Karainnasa 
and. xliii. 

Infantry, composition of, xix, 270, 27«-li 
appointment of cadets in, 153. i3.)i 
allowances rtf Governor General’s Ixxly* 
gvianl of, 220; ]>iomotion of olFu-Cts 
-137. -l/j-e. . . , . 

Inflexible (H. M. s ship), jli. 

Iiigclcc, see Hijili. 

IngUs. Hugh, Mcmlicr, Court of Direc- 
tors, 162, 1D5. i63, 177, 179. 187, 303' 
304. 211, 243, 25^4, 278, 283. 

Ingram, l.t Archibald, of the loisl 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 
fnnes, Lt M'illiam, of the loist Regi- 
ment of Foot, 23. 

Inspection, Dept of, see Department of 
Insyjcction. 

Institutes of Timur, translated by Maj- 
Davj', xl, 189. 

Intelligence (ship). 309, 461, 484. 502. 

382, 590, 599, M2, 606, 

— ^pt., see Clifton, Capt. W.; Murray, 
^pt. John; Pennington, Capt. 
In^ids, fund for, see Clive’s Fund 
for Rlilitary Invalids. 

Investment, iv, 35, 161. 165, 234., 493’ 
447-S. 497. 584, 602-4; commissaries 
for collecting Dutch, xxviii, 164, 333! 
by tenders, t6t; Court’s reactions re., 
166, J92-6, 566-7; amount fixed of, 
242-4; sub^riptions for, 309, 3>5‘7» 
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a7o-i. 411. 420; F.W. Board's expla- 
nation re., 334 ' 5 .' . 49 i' 5 > ‘lO^* 57 ^* 3 > 
60S-4; mode of raising money for, 378, 
loss of 387: loan for, 401; in piece- 
goods, 417-8; money sanctioned for. 
470; statements re., 498-501, 519* 

566-7; foe Moclia market, 519; plea 
for extension of, 58.^; sec also Silk. 

Ireland, establishment of Grattan’s par- 
liament in, i. 

Iron, for Bengal, Bombay and Madps. 
5 85-6, 149, 181-2, 282: for Fort 

Marlbro', 150. 182, 282; cylinders of. 


isisa- 

Ironside, Lt-Col. Charles, resigns. 29.1. 
Irwin, Eylcs, 3d. 

Irwin, Ensign James, of the 101st Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Invin, James, on leave, 605. 

Isle of France, see Mauritius. 

Italy, silk from, 134, ig-p 
Ives, R.T., 590; on leave, 605. 

Iveson, Richard, free mariner, 150. 
Ivory, Patrick, asst surgeon, 151, 306. 
Ivory, Tliomas. sen'ices appreciated, 335. 


Jagk.son, Capt. Charles, retires, ',95, 
606. 

Jackson, Lt E.R., on furlough, 607. 

Jackson, Lt J., on furlough, 607. 

Jackson, Capt. John, of the loist Regi- 
ment of Foot, 24. 

Jackson, Ricliard Chalener, cadet, 229. 
Jackson, Dr Roivland, physician, 
services praised, xxxix; to practice in 
Bengal, 409; dies. 488. 

Jafar Ali Khan (Jaffer Ally Cawn, Jafiier 
Mohummud Khawn, Meer JafTicr, 
Meer Mohummud Jaffer Khawn), 
Nawab of Bengal, 614, 615, 616; rela- 
tions with Sirajud-Daulah and E. I. 
Coy, 623-4. 


— ^IVidow of, see Munni Begam. 

jalfrey, John, Cornet in 23rd Regimen 
of Light Dragoons, 24. 

/agir, (hereditary assignment of land an 
its rent as annuity), xxxiv, xxxv, 61 
103, 104, 106, 127. 

Jahanabad, Gaya Dist., Bihar, repair ( 
bands at, 351. ‘ 

Jail, Calcutta, 217, 389-90, 400. 

Jamadar (an officer of police, ctiston 
or army), 270, 271. 

James, Col. — , shipwrecked, 129 

^ 53: Membm-, Cou 
m ^ ^22; Dy Chairman. 2 1 

124. ’ Committee,’ 4 

A., of the Hastmgs, 45 

abolished, oog ” Residen 

Java. Indon^es'ia^rice 4^ 

see Jyeshtha ’ 472 - 
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Jennings, Lt Richard, of the lovsi Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Jennings, Ross, 184. 

Joachim, Indian seaman, xlv, 1.8. 
Johnson,—. Resdt at Hydeiabad. ic- 

callcxl, xxxiii. 250-1, 4 ‘> 7 . . 

Johnson, — , sent to Faitnllah Khan, Ut. 
Johnson', Benjamin, cadet, 141. 

» , xi'irfin r:ii 




20 1 . 

Johnson, Reuben, free m.uinei, 2^9. 
Jolinson, Robert, snigeon, 525. 

Johnson, William, as,st, .surgeon. i:,«. 
192. 

Johnson, William, writer. 152. 549. 
■Johnson, Rev. William, 202. 489. 
Johnston, Gcoige, cadet, 10. 

Johnston, Henry, cadet, (vp 
■Johnston, Capt. John, of the licrtington, 
123. » 3 -- 530 > 

Jolmsionc, Commodore C».. 290. 314. 

321 . 399* IPS'. PP* 

Johnstone, George, Member, Couit of 
Directors, 168, 2tt. 

Joint Committee of Correspondence and 
Shipping, sec Court of Directors. 

Jones, Griffith, cadet, to, 

Jones, Maj. 'Fhomas, of the I02iul Regi- 
ment of Foot, 25. 

Jones, William, a.sst surgeon, 151. 

Jones, Lt-Fireworker William, retires. 


oDJj* 

Jo'nc^, Maj. William, rcsigtvs, 33;.j, 

Jong Atdieii, a Chinese, loan given to. 
xiv, 234. 

Joscpli and Mo.scs Norsa, 254, 

Judge .Advocate General, 3t9, 431: 

allowances of, 221: see also Martin. 
Tlioma.s; Stuart, Jolin; Sulivan, Ste- 
phen. 

Jun"epore, Jung)'porc see Jangipur. 

Junior Merchants, allowances of, 210. 

June (FI. M.’s ship), 192. 

Juliitcr (ship), 399. 

fyeshtha (second month of Flindu luni- 
•solar year corresponding to May-Junc), 
61C. 


Ka^ri (negro), 129-30. 

Kalai (various kinds of pulse generally 
cultivated), 42a. 

Kalkapur (Calcapore), Murshidabad Dist., 
Bengal, Coy takes over Dutch invest- 
ments at, xxviii, 333. 

Karamnasa River (Curamnasa, Caram- 
nassa), 114, 465: famine in the vici- 
nity of, xliii. 

Kiuikal (ICaiTical), on the Coronrandel 
Coast, n8; to be returaed to the 
Frpeh, ii6. 

Kasijora (Cossajurah), Midnapore Dist., 
Bengal, doria from, i6o. 

KeaTney, Bridges, cadet, 63. 438. 

Kearns, Michael, asst, surgeon. 151. 190. 
%t: St"orekeep"er: %, 


569. 


Kedgeree Kedjeree. see Khijiri. 

Keene, Ann, bills of exchange for, 520. 
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Keir, Archibald, recommended for ap- 
polntmciu as surgeon, 5j',. 

Keir. William, free mariner, 270, 
Keisiatnma River (Keisik Kamak river), 
Clape Colony, 150. 

Kelly. I’atrlck. caiici. 77. 

Kelly, Li.*Col. Robert, Jiaus and Mif- 
veys of tile Carnaiic by, xxxviil, si.H, 
Kemj), I'ratjcis, free mariner, >()«. 
Kcnucrdinc, G. M.. asst, surgeon. ;^o2, 
351. 

Kennan, Capl. Robert, loi; Court dis- 
approve his promotion, gj; resitmcs 
duty, 18 i. 2S0. 

Kent (ship) 4. sSt. 32a. 333. 3110, .105. 
4U- 

— Capi., see Ilardingc, Capl. Richard; 

Stoaltes, Capl. Peter. 

Kerr, Thomas. sniT’con, of the toand 
Regiment of Foot, 37. 

Khaljia (lands rvhosc revenue remaitu 
property of Cost, and which are not 
made over in jaf>ir or itinm to any 
one), accounts of, 295, 2g3, 30G, 313. 

S03. SM- Ha. US- irij. vA m- -ss^- 

, 0 . 1 . ^07, ,171. . 177 , 48!). .196, 513, 5,1 

jio. 917, 518, s.a, 530. ,537. 515. .-.ifi. 

iW' 55 <>' A ' 

Khahah, .see Khalisa. 

Khass Mahals (frceliold districts of reve* 
nue), 616. 

Khliiri (Kedgeree, Kciljcrcc). Midnajrorc 
Dtst.. Bengal. 308. .jsg, 463. 1522. jjat. 
560; old channel between Hijili and. 
.3*4 • 

— Agent for loading and unloading ships 
at. see Lloyd, John. 

Kidd, John, free mariner, 1)6. 
Kidderpore, knosvn for Calcutta docks. 
760. 

Kiev, Arclribald, extension of lease of 
mines to, 200. 

Killican. David, 433; monopoly of trade 
' of Assam annullm, 3.), 200: Agent l» 
the Cajmmeifial Chief of Dacca. sUcs. 
I3o 3-4. iC'i 

Killican, see also Cioftes, Killican and 
Close. 

King, Lt. Gavin, of the loist Regiment 
of Foot, 25. 

King George (ship), 1G9. 583. 599. G03. 
Ooj. 

— Capt.. see Court, Capl. Jonathan. 
Kingston. John, wine contractor. 282. 
Kinloch (Kinlock), Joseph Yorke. wri- 
ter. 99, 146, Commercial Resdt. at 
Achin, 4O3. 

Kinlock. John, Supdt. of Pulbatidi Re- 
pairs, xviii; report on repair of em- 
bankments, 3-19-52. 

Kirkpatrick. Capt. William, Hindustani 
dictionary and graramat by, xl, 184, 
597: resigns. 454-5. 

Kissersoy (a kind of piecegoods), invest- 
ment in, 160. 

Kneller, John, retire-s, 605. 

Koenig, Dr. J. G., botanist, dies. 576; 

note on, 662. 

Koolie. see Kolha. 

Kosi Riv^r (Cossai), 349. 


Kolha (hanking house}. 423, .(25. 
Kujang islands (Ckxljon, Cudjong), off 
Orissa, survey of, xxxix, 95, 462. 
Kiifpi (Culpcc). 24d’ai4>4nas Diot. Iteiigal, 
3j|. 401, 41XJ, 479. 5C9. 

Kyti, Capt. R.. ptotiiotetl Maj. 38; 
.Major i>f Fort W’illiam and NiiUtaiy 
.S«y., .J17; servittx appreciuletl, Ooii. 


La King (French frigate), captures 
Knglislt ships, xxx, 314. 
l.acain, Ikniamin, agreement with 
Coy re. New IIarlx>ur, xi, 632-45. 
lalur (Luliar). Gwalior, capiurc of, 
36G, 536; note on, 639. 
fjdiorc. famine at, .{43. 

I.air(I. Li, James, on furlough, G07. 
{.aksbnupur Factory (Luckipore, Lucy- 
(K>rc). Noaktuli Dist., Bengal, balta 
at. xlii, 613; new building for. 387. 
— Ctunmorcial Chief, see Bateman, Na- 
thaniel. 

l.alor, Lt .NfaUiew, of tiie loind Regi- 
inciu of Foot, 26. 

t.atua of Tibet, friendly relations with. 

33G; note on, 658-9. 

Lamb. Join), asst, surgeon. 22S, 306. 
I.ambctt, Capt. F.dnmnd, to tcsuine 
duty, 9. 

I anec. David, .\fanbcr, Council of Sup* 
acargocs at Canton, G, 80. 142, 184. 
280. 

(.and Revenue, see RoQiue. 

I.ane. Ma).— , resigns, 5.J2. 

1.0110, Henry, ^^enlbcr, (^uncil of Super- 
cargoes at Canton, G. 86, 141-2, 184, 280. 
t.onc, Thomas, Mcmi*cr, Bd. of Trade, 
8; on leave, 112. 

l.arktn.s. Capt. Tliomas, of the IFarren 
Hflilingr. .j, >88: of the E^mont, 123. 
I.aikiiis. \\\, Accountant General. 266; 
(picstion of his rank, 72, 297; propo,scs 
increase in staff, 357; on leave, 383: 
privilege re. mode of payment, 473-4. 
Lary'. Barnard, shipwrtxked, 129. 
Ijiscars. 74, 128, 130, 355, 588; stranded 
in Ixjiidon. xxix, 53; in Coy’s army. 
271, 272. 273; registry office for, 432, 

534* 

/jtscelles (ship), 78, 82, 85. 113. i3i. 

— Capt.. see IVakeficld, Capt, 'Thomas. 
Ijtlham (ship), 353, 360, 405. 

Latifpur (Luttufpore), Benares, fort at. 
3 to. 

Latouche, William Digges, Resdt. at 
Basra. 172. 

Law, Charles, writer, 114, 145. 

Law, Ewan. 101. 

Law, Francis, Commercial Chief of Dacca, 
603-4. 

Law, Maj. James, 184; resigns, 356; dues 
from, 559. 

I.aw, Thomas, Collector of Gaya, xxiv, 
507; Member, Committee of Grain, 450. 
Lawrie, Henry, free mariner, 150, 183. 
Le Gros, James, on leave, 101; dies, 442 
Lc Mesuiier, Paul, Member, Court of 
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l>irectors. 162. 165, 168. 177. m> 

211, 245, 254, 2^8, 283. 

Lead, 5-6. 85-6, 149-50. ^82, 282. 

I ear Geoise, free merchant, 54- 
I ee Thomas, Chief Officer of the Earl of 
" Chesterfield, desertion of. xxvi, 449- 
Leeward Islands, W. Indies, 51. 

Leghorn, Italy, H.M.'s Counsul at, see 
Udney, John. 

Lennox, A., indigo contractor. 327. 

Lennox, Capt. JoV. of the Southampton, 
449, 508. 

Leslie, Ensign — , resigns, 525. 

Leslie, Abraham,^ surg^n at Canton, 390. 
L’Espigny, Col. — , shipwrecked, 129- 
Lewin, Richard, junr.. Commandei- of the 
Vaiisittart, 281. 

Lewis, Maj. James, 63, 306. 

Lewis, Capt. John, of the Valentine, 123, 
132, 299, 301, 302, 30S, 507, 518, 520. 
Lewis, Matthew, free mariner, 191. 
Lewis, Thomas, shipwrecked, 130. 

Lewis, see also Angerstein and Lewis. 
Ley, Capt. Thomas, of the Berringtdn, 
-281. 

Light Dragoons, see Regiments. 

Limerick, Ireland, 51, 122, 129, 134, 227, 
238.' , 

Lind, George Edward, resigns, 541. 
Lindsay, Robert, writer, 101, 152, 422. 
Linen, from Oudh, 540. 

Liquor, excessive use by army, xi-xii, 
xxiv, 179, 190, 277, 328, 658. 

Lithan, Thomas, surgeon, resigns, 391. 
Lively (ship), 72, 290, 293, 321, 352, 392, 
409; released by the Spanish fleet, 
xxix-xxx, 409-410. 

— Capt., see Forrest, Capt. Thomas; Mc- 
Intosh, Capt. William. 

Livingston, James, cadet, 10. 

Livius, George, resigns, 358. 

Lizard (H.M.’s sloop) 167, 168, 482, 331. 
-Capt., see FitzroV, Calpt.-. 

Lizard (French cutter), captured, xxx. 
Llewellyn, Lt. R., on furlough, ^7. 
Lloyd, John, Agent for loading and un- 
loading ships, resigns, 521-2. 

Loans, 234, 375-6, 378, 401, 420; see also 
Debts. 

Locko (ship), 169. 

Logie, , Chief Mate of the Grosvenor, 
129. 

Lohar, see Lahar. 

London (ship), 78, 82, 85, 281. 

—Capt., 5ee Eastabrooke, Capt. John . 
London .xxix, 53 ' f J 

London Gazette (newspaper) details of 
capture of Frenk ships^ in. 49-51. 

9,^PL. Richard, resigns, 338. 

Long ElE (kind of cloth). 149- 

Sagar Island. 324, 564; 
Thomas. 

Lord rv ^ Lord Clive’s Fund, 

tor Mditary Invalids. 


Lord Macartney (ship), 78, 82, 85, 88, 
164, 188, 228. 403> 457. 459. 464. 4% 
—Capt., see Hall, Capt. William; Hay, 

Capt. James. 

Lord Mansfield (ship), 522, 531, 537- 
Lord Mulgrave (ship), 9, 314* 35-. 

4TI- 

Lord North (ship), 281. 

Losco, Francisco da, 130. . 

Loyd, Ensign Edwaid, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

Luard, — , his plan re. regular packets, 
569-70. 

Lucadon (Lucadou, Lucadox), Lt. James 
Lewis, on furlough, 560; reinstated, 

579- 

Lucas Capt.—, resigns, 524. 

Lucas, Ensign Edward, of the 102nd Regi- 
ment of Foot, 26. 

Luckipore, Luckypore, see Lakshmipur. 
Lucknow, 114, 178, 250, 311, 41G, 502; 
Residency to be witlidrawn from, igg; 
doth from, 327, 387, famine at, 443. 

— Accountant at,' allowances, 218. 

— Resdt., see Oudh, Resdt. at. 

Lumsdain, Maj. J., resigns, 525. 
Lushington, Stephen, Member, Court of 
Directors, 49, 51, 64, 77, 96, 98, 101, 
no 111, 115, 119, 129, 137, 142, 147, 
168, 177, 179, 203, 211, 239. 

Lushington, Thomas Godfrey, writer, 91, 
145, SOS. 

Lutuffpore, see Latifpur. 

I.yons, James, 238. 

Lyons, Thomas, 1S4. 

IVIacao, Qiina, xlv, 128, 390; complaints 
re. Capt. McClary by Govt, of, 
362-3, 396-7. 

Macartney, George, Lord, Governor of 
Madras, xvi, 65, 167, 185, 427; tiucs- 
tion of suspension of, iii, 198-9, 203-4; 
to be Governor General, 186-7, 239; 
declines, iv, 581, 585-6; dispute with 
Nawab of Arcot, 617-8; to leave for 
Europe, 568. 

McAulay, A., Dy. Paymaster to King’s 
troops, 504. 

McClajy (Maclary), Capt. John, of the 
Dodalay^ acquitted or murder charge, 
323. 397: first to use the new Hooghly 
channel, 324; complaints by Macao 
36?-3. 395-7- 

McClary, Maj. William, on furlough, 595, 
606-7. 

McCra, John, asst, surgeon, 560. 
McCullock, John, surgeon, of the 23rd 
Regiment of Light Dragoons, 24. 
McDermott (McDennot), Capt. Hugh, 
allowances, 9; on furlough, 607. 
M^onald, Ensign John, at Fort Marl- 
bro’, 323. 

MacDougal, James, cadet, 161. 

McEvoy, John, asst, surgeon, 151, igi. 
McFarlane, Robert, Clerk of the Market 
Calcutta, xl, 513. 

McGillwray, Lt. William, of the loist 
Regiment of Foot, 25. 

McGowan, Capt. — , question of permit- 
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